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July 25, 1914J+. 

TO - Mr. Ecoles 

FROM - E l l i o t t Thurston 

With regard to Colonel Fred G. Sherri l l , he comes from an old Long 
Island family, his family home being in Easthampton, Long Island» He i s about 
51 years old and was graduated from the Military Academy at Yiest Point during 
the last war and remained in the service until the late 20 f s , when he resigned 
from the Array and became the Executive Manager for the J. G. Boswell Company 
of Los Angeles. I understand that this company conducts one of the biggest 
cotton operations in the United States, owning or leasing extensive areas f o r 
raising long-staple cotton in California and dealing in cottonseed products, 
etc . 

After we got into the war, the War Department asked Sherrill to come 
back into service, and he was eventually put in charge of a l l lumber purchases 
under a coordinated plan covering the Army, Navy,and, I bel ieve, other procure-
ment groups. He is Chief of the Materials and Equipment Section under the Chief 
of Engineers* and has the rank of a colonel, though I understand his assignment 
has recently been considerably enlarged and he has the responsibilities and 
duties formerly shouldered by a major general. 

Sherrill is a Republican in po l i t i c s , but an extremely forward-
looking and l iberal one, especially in international a f fa i rs . I have known him 
personally f o r more than twenty years and have always been impressed by his ex-
ceptional diligence and industry as well as his very high order of intell igence. 
One numbers among acquaintances very few who are by nature seemingly t ireless 
workers with a capacity to grasp an in f in i te amount of detail and to form broad 
judgments and make decisions. Colonel Sherrill i s one of the few men I have 
known who f i t this description. 

Although Colonel Sherrill i s a teetotaler with none of the ordinary 
human weaknesses, except an occasional personally tailored so-called cigarette, 
he i s decidedly a man's man. He is evidently a forceful speaker, as evidenced 
by the attached clipping from a publication of the A1 lis-Chalmers Manufacturing 
Company, which speaks f o r i t s e l f . As to a l l the essentials of high character 
and integrity, there i s no question but what Colonel Sherrill is absolutely be-
yond reproach. Whether he could be interested in further Government work, I 
do not know, but he "undoubtedly has a leaning towards public service. 

Attachment 

*Colonel Sherrill has recently been made Chief of Procurement, Corps of 
Engineers. 
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