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found any trace of has gone on record
»=\in favor of subsidies in my district.

. Mr. BENNETT of Missouri. I under-
stand the administration farm organiza-
tion, the Farmers’ Union, is in favor of it.

Mr. BUFFETT. Iam glad tohave that
information.

Mr. RAMEY, Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield? -

Mr. BUFFETT. I yield to the gentle-
man frem Chio.

Mr. RAMEY. In fact, is not a subsidy
merely taking it off the grocery bill and
putting it on the tax bill, plus adminis-
trative expenses?

Mr. BUFFETT. The gentleman has
answered his own question.

Mr. RAMEY. In view of that fact, is
there any means of finding out what the
administrative expenses will be, and
whether the already great tax bill will be
inereased because of interest payments
going on and on? Can that be reduced
to a mathematical certainty?

My. BUFFETT. No; I do not believe it
can. In that respect I think a page of
history is worth more than a volume of
logic. History shows that the expenses
are usually as much as or more than the
benefits received.

The method proposed in H, R. 2997,
Mr. Speaker, is the third alternative in
this difficult situation. It will cost much
less than subsidies and help only those
who deserve Government help on their
grocery bill. It is the only method that
is fair to the two great groups whose

~-voices have not been heard on this prob-

.em—the soldiers who are fighting to save
America, and the children who must pay
the bill for the bungling of this petiod.

Inflation, Mr. Speaker, is not a new

, problem. All the financial patent medi-
cines that are being trotted out now
have been tried before and they have
always failed. Look at the.last chapter
of the European inflatiens in the
twenties, following the Firsi World War.

An American official assigned to study
those social upheavals finished up his
analysis as follows: )

The solutions that I have witnessed have
all tended to leave the farmer on top, but
the methods used were, without exception,
damned rough; nor were  these methcds
adopted pursuant to thought or studied
preparation. They were spontaneous, They
consisted of the country man simply rising
up and beating the life out gf the city man, a
colution that is as simple as it is undesirable,
'The reasons for such conflict may be compli-
cated, but the termination {s simple.

The warning of history is plain here
for responsible officials in Government,
in labor, and in industry, America must
solve this problem with a splution which
will deserve and securg the hearty and
unqualified support of the producers.
That solution is not a socialisti¢ subsidy
scheme regimenting producers. It isnot
unbridled inflation, It is not a scheme
designed to protect high salary and high
wage earners from paying their fair
share of increased cosfs due both to the
“war and governmental manipulation.
Jisguise these schemes as you will, the
producer will discover their fundamental
dishonesty and revolt against them. The

DigitizeSensibleisutution is increased production,
hitp:/frdhe adiustment of a few prices, and tem-
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‘porary Government aid for truly dis-

tressed consuming groups.

(Mr. BUFFETT asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks in the RECORD.)

LEAVE TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER. Under special order
heretofore made, the Chair recognizes
the gentleman from California [(Mr.
GearHART], for 20 minutes.

Mr. GEARHART. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to be granted those
20 minutes on Monday, following the dis-
position of any business on the Speaker’s
table and such special orders as have
been granted. .

The SPEAKER- Isthere objection?

There was no objection.

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

Mr. PRIEST. Mr, Speaker, at the re-
quest of the distinguished majority
leader the gentleman from Massachu-
setts {Mr, McCorMack] I ask unanimous

"consent that he be permitted to extend

his own remarks in the RECORD.
The SPEAKER. Is there objection?
There was no objection,

[The matter referred to appears in the
Appendix.]

Mr. CUNNINGHAM, Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent to extend my re-
marks in the REcorp and include an edi-
torial from the Cedar Rapids Gazette.

- The SPEAKER. Is there objection?

There was ng objection.’

{The matter referred to appears in the
Appendix.]

PROPOSED QUESTIONING OF CABINET
MEMBERS DURING SESSIONS OF THE
HOUSE . :

Mr. KEFAUVER. Mr, Speaker, the
matter I am going to discuss today is one
that many Members have been thinking
of for a long time. It is a variation of an
old idea that has been before the Con-
gress from time to time for 80 years. I
have 45 minutes at my disposal, and my
purpose in asking for this rather long
time is because I want to yield freely to
any Members of the House wio are here,
who want to make any statements or
observations in connection with the mat-
ter under discussion. )

On October 19 of this year I introduced
House Resolution 327, which is brief, and
which I shall read:

Resolved, That rule XXXIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives be amended
by adding at the end thereof the following
rew paragraph: : ’

“3. There shall be held in the House imme-
diately following the reading of-the Journal
on at least 1 day in each period of 2 calendar
weeks, but not oftener than 1 day in any 1
calendar week, a ‘question period,” which shall
not consume more than 2 hours, during
which heads of departments and independent
agencies are requested to answer orally writ-
ten and oral questions propounded by Mem-
bers of the House. .Each -written question
shall be submitted in triplicate to the com-
mittee having jurisdiction of the subject
matter of such guestion, and, if approved by
such committee, one copy shall be trans-
mitted to the head of the department or in-
dependent agency concerned, with an invita-
tion to appear before the House, and one
copy to the Committee on Rules with a re-
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quest for allotment of time in a question
period to answer such question. Subject to
the limitations prescribed in this paragraph,
the Committee on Rules shall determine the
date for, and the length of time of, each
question period, and shall allot the time in
each question period to the head of a de-
partment or independent agency who has in-
dicated to the committee his readiness to
deliver oral answers to the questions trans-
mitted to him. All written questions pro-
pounded in any one guestion period shall
be approved by one committee. The latter
half of each question-period shall be reserved
for oral questions by Members of the House,
one-half of such time to be controlled by
the chairman of the committee which has
approved the written questions propounded
in such question period and one-half by the
ranking minority member of such commit-
tee. The time of each question period and
the written questions to be answered in such
period shall be printed in two daily editlons
of the REcorp appearing before the day on
which such question perlod is to be held, and
the proceedings during the question period
shall be printed in the REcorp for such day.”

The way this rule would work, if
adopted, can be illustrated by a hypo-
thetical case. Suppose the members of
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House decided they would like to_have
Mr. Cordell Hull, Secretary of State, ap-
pear before the House to tell something
of the details of the Moscow Conference.
That is a matter in which the Foreign
Affairs Committee of the House is par-
ticularly interested, and in which every
Member of the House has a deep, a great,
and a far-reaching interest. The For-
eign Affairs Committee of the House
would let it be known that they are
going to invite Mr. Hull to appear, and

" any Member who wanted to have a ques-

tion asked of Mr. Hull, could file that
question with the clerk of the commit-
tee, or with some member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and then, prior
tq 2 days before Mr. Hull was to appear,
the committee would go over the ques-
tions filed with them, or would originate
questions of their own, and then would
decide the questions and the topics they
wanted Mr. Hull to discuss. Prior to 2
days before his appearance copies of
those questions would be sent to the Sec-
retary of State, and copies would be sent
to the Committee on Rules. The Rules
Committee, after consideration of the
importance of the subject matter and the
recommendations of the legislative com-
mittee as to the amount of time neces-
sary for the discussion-would fix the
amount of time to be ‘allotted fo Mr.
Hull,

mitted by the committee, one-half of his
time would be spent in answering the
questions that had already been sub-
mitted to him 2 days before, and pub-
lished in the Recorp for 2 days.

The remaining half of his time would
be consumed by answering questions
from the floor of the House. Time for
asking questions from the floor to be con-
trolled by the chairman of the commit-
tee 'and the ranking minority member
of the committee. If more than one com-
mittee had a request pending for the ap-
pearance of an executive officer at the

.same time, the Rules Committee would

fix the priority and order of appearance.

Then, supposing he were allotted -
2 hours to answer the gquestions sub-
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Decombor &, 1943.

Honorable Estes Kefauver,
House of Ropresentatives,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Kefauver:

This is to acknowledge your letter of November
26 in which you invite me to express an opinion in regard
to your proposal for a regular question period in the
House of Representatives similar to that which provails
in other democratic countrices. I am wholehocartedly in
favor of tho purpose which your proposed ecmendment to the
House Rules seeks to accomplish. It is one of the de-
sirable featurss of parliamentary government that I feel
vory strongly should prevail in this country.

I was interested to read the discussion that
+took place on the floor esnd appreciats your sending me
the extract from the Congressional Record. It seems to
me that the arguments presented weigh cverwhelmingly in
favor of the proposal and dispose of eny concern lest it
would in some wey transgross the intent and spirit of
our Constitution. On the contrery, it appesals {to me a8
not only consistent with but impelled by the very nature
of our Constitution.

I think, es 8o mauy of your colleagues do, that
you are to be congratulated upon your advocacy of & re-
vival of this practice and upon the time and careful
thought which you have so obviocusly devoted to it.

Sincerely yours,

M. 8. Bccles,
Chairman.

ET:Db
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‘E&rp:s KEFAUVER SECREYARIES:
] HRENRIETTA O’DONOGHUE

13D DisT. TENNESSEE
EVA DEWITT LAY

»
crTTANGoGH, TENESSEE Congress of the United States mes rom
COMMITTER ON JUDICIARY Bouse of Representatives

Washington, B. €.

January 7, 1944

Honorable M. S. Eccles

Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System

Washington (25), D. C.

Dear Mr. Lccles

Your letter of December 6 with reference to House Resolution 327 to
amend the rules of the House to provide for a question period, dur-
ing which heads of departments and independent agencies may be
invited to appear on the floor, has been received and is greatly
appreciated. Please excuse my delay in replying; I have been out
of town so much in the past few weeks.

I am delighted that you are in favor of this resolution. Your
endorsement will be very useful when the matter is presented to the
Committee on Rules. After the Committee sets a date for the hear-
ing, I will get in touch with you and I hope that it may be possible
for you to appear and make a statement in the interest of the bill.
In any event, I will be able to use your letter to good advantage.

Thanking you for your interest and for your letter, and with kindest
regards, I am

M/7W
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ESTES KEFAUVER
3o DisT. TENNESSEE

craTTaNooR, TENNESSEE Congress of the United States

SECRETARIES:
HENRIETTA Q'DONOGHUE
EVA DEWITT LAY

FIELD REPRESENTATIVE:
ROBERT S, BRADY

MCM: 18, TE
.

COMMITYEE ON JUBiciARY Bouse of Representatives

Washington, B. €.

January 27, 1944

Honorable K. S. Eccles

Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve Systen

Wiashington (25), D. C.

Dear Mr. Eccles

This is with further reference to your letter of December 6
relative to House Resolution 327.

The Rules Committee has granted a hearing on the resolu-
tion beginning February 1. I am advised that ordinarily
the Comnittee only hears members of the House, but inasmuch
as this is a matter of original Jjurisdiction with then, T
inagine they will want to have the advice of sone cabinet
memoers and heads of the principal agencies. The Rules
Comnmittee will decide on the matter in a few days.

T hope and feel that the Rules Cormittee will make this
exception and we will be able to have several witnesses
other than members of the House. If you care to do so, T
think it might be well to drop tir. Adolph Sabbath, Chair-
man of the Rules Committee, a note that you are willing
to appear before the Committee and make a stabtement in
behalf of the resolution.

ifith kindest resards, I an

Sincerely

Ll .
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February 1, 1944.

¥r. Estes Kefauver,

Congress of the United Ststes,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Nr. Kefauver:

This is to thank you for your letter of January 27,
with further reference to House Kesolution 327.

My letter to you of December 6 expresses ry strong
approval of the objective sought by your proposal, and I doubt
that I could add anything by asking for an opportunity to be
heard by the Rules Commitiee, though I appreciate your sugges
tion to that end.

I have noted with satisfzction, the overwhelmingly
approval given to your propossl by the public as evidenced in
editorial comment and particularly by the Gallup poll.

Let me say again that you are to be congratulated on
advancing this important measure and on the manner in which you
have presented it.

¥With best regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Chairman.

(ET:bjd
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