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Dear Mr. Thurston: 

I am g lad to have your l e t t e r of March 29, and I d i c t a t e d 
the f i r s t p a r t of the a t t a ched " r e c o l l e c t i o n s of comment11 "before I 
read the memo sent to me. Thus, t h i s p a r t of my memorandum should 
be o b j e c t i v e , independent and "uninfluenced by the o t h e r r e p o r t . 

In t h i s l e t t e r I only make the a p p r a i s a l t h a t was made t o 
me by seve ra l members p r e s e n t — the p r e s e n t chairman of the bank 
here i n the c i t y , f o r example, spoke a f t e r the meeting a s fo l lows : 
"What he says c e r t a i n l y makes l o t s of s e n s e . " This took me so aback 
I had no r ep ly to make, and I am u s u a l l y not a t a l o s s fo r words. 

Two o t h e r members of the l o c a l board spoke in a s i m i l a r 
v e i n . Agains t these t h r e e , two from the ou t s ide — one the Execut ive 
E d i t o r of the S t . Paul paper — spoke i n words to t h e e f f e c t t h a t t he 
luncheon had been q u i t e a waste of t ime . The ques t i on ing , however, had 
q u i t e f a i l e d to coiivey to Mr. Vardaman any c o r r e c t i o n of the l i n e he 
was t ak ing . Therefore , t h a t d i s t r e s s e d me the most. That was why I 
wrote with some f e e l i n g to Mr. Ecc les t h a t such a performance a c 
t u a l l y could be c a r r i e d on and t ha t the man h imse l f could th ink t h a t 
he had come out p r e t t y wel l wi th i t . 

Compared to o ther meetings we have here a t which o b j e c t i v e 
fo lk a t t e n d , t h i s p a r t i c u l a r meeting gave me an i n s i g h t into, the 
bundle of p r e j u d i c e s which s t i l l e x i s t a s well a s to t h a t very r a r e 
phenomenon — what a southern conse rva t ive Democrat i s l i k e . Obviously 
the man i s a member of what one would have to c a l l "the Bilbo s c h o o l . " 

Very t r u l y yours , 

Ar thur R. Upgren 

E n d 
cbv 

Note: I enclose a couple of samples of ray work h e r e . Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
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