
January 23, 1936.

MMORAMDUM FOR THE PRESIDED;

Re : R. T. Stuart, Oklahoma Cityj
and

J. Blaine Shaum, Tarkio, Missouri.

From a political standpoint it would be better to have
a liberal Republican; Stuart is a Democrat; it would have a
bad political reaction if it were claimed that Stuart was a
representative of agriculture; he would be considered by the
average farmer as a big business man; he is president of a
life insurance company; president of the Oklahoma City Chamber
of Commerce; wealthy, and lives in Oklahoma City; may be de-
sirable member of Board, but is not a "dirt farmer" if that
is what you want.

Senator Glass objects to Shaum on the ground that he is
not known by two outstanding farm papers or by the Missouri
Senators and the Internal Revenue Collectors from Missouri,
and because he is spoken of adversely by the Kansas City Star.
It would be difficult to find a successful and practical live-
stock man and "dirt farmer" who would be likely to be known by
the United States Senators or Internal Revenue Collectors from
his state or by national farm papers• The fact that he is not
widely known would indicate that he has been tending to the
operations of his farm rather than devoting his time to public
activities.

The two sources to which it seems we should turn for de-
pendable information in this connection are the Secretary of
Agriculture and the Governor of the Farm Credit Administra-
tion. Both Secretary Wallace and Governor Myers, after com-
pletely checking up, speak very highly of Shaum. The fact
that the Kansas City Star people report unfavorably would in-
dicate that Shaum is a Republican on your side of the fence.
The adverse report of the Kansas City Star people would seem
to me to be a favorable sign because, tas.you know, they are
close to Governor Landon and would dislike to see a farm rep-
resentative on the Federal Reserve Board who is in favor of
your program. I am reliably informed that both Henry HaskelU
the editor, and Roy Roberts, the managing editor, of the Star,
are Landon1s closest advisers in his presidential campaign.

May I suggest that you might inform Senator Glass that you
have checked Shaum with both the Secretary of Agriculture and
the Governor of the Farm Credit Administration, and feel that
these are the agencies whose judgment is most dependable, and
which are best equipped to recommend any agricultural representa-
tive for the Board. Instead of relying upon information from the
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Oklahoma Senators who have been none too friendly to the Ad-
ministration, it seems to me better to depend on the judgment
of Secretary Wallace and Governor Myers.

If you want a man to represent agriculture who is not a
"dirt farmer11, but who lives in the Middle West, and is very
capable, Governor Myers recommends Leland £• Call, age 55,
"Roosevelt Republican", who is President of the Federal Land
Bank at Wichita, Kansas, and Dean of Agriculture at Kansas
State College. He is a highly trained agricultural expertj
has an excellent reputation and would be very acceptable to
the national farm organizations* He would be much more ac-
ceptable from my standpoint and more helpful as a Board mem-
ber and would be far more representative of agriculture than
Stuart, if you do not think it essential to have a "dirt far-
mer" •
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