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LETTER OF SUBMITTAL. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND LABor, 
Bureau or MANuracturgs, 

Washington, April 15, 1910. 
Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith a series of reports by con- 

Sular officers on the cordage and twine trade in foreign countries, with 
& statement of the foreign tariffs on such goods, a brief summary of the American industry, and statistics of exports from the United 
States during the fiscal years 1909 and 1910. These reports present 
Statistics of the trade in various countries, indicate the character of 
the goods in demand, the sources of supply, and the extent of the domestic production, and state in general terms the conditions under 
Which American trade can be extended. The data presented should 
e of assistance to American manufacturers in directing efforts to 
Ncrease their export business. 

Respectfully, 

A. H. Batpwiy, 

Chief of Bureau. To Hon. CHARTES NAGEL, 
Secretary of Commerce and Labor. 
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In the flax, hemp, and jute manufacturing industry of the United 
States the cordage and twine branch is the most prominent. It 
—- three-fourths of the total number of establishments for the 
Whole industry, two-thirds of all the capital, and three-fifths of the 
ete employed. The products are- quite varied, including ships’ 
awsers and fine twine, manila and sisal rope, and other cordage. 
The value of the rope and twine produced in this country now 

exceeds $50,000,000, of which only about 13 per cent is exported, 
ence an inquiry into the foreign markets for the steadily increasing 

Production of these goods is pertinent. The foreign trade already 
Secured has come mainly through the operations of the harvester- 
Machinery companies, which have developed the sale of binder twine 
Coincident with the placing of their reapers, etc., in the grain fields 
of the world. The export of binder twine now amounts to nearly 
9,000,000 annually, wae the export of all other rope, cordage, and 

twine reaches only about $1,500,000. 
Among the promising lines for the extension of American foreign 

Tade in this class of goods may be mentioned power-transmission rope 
pecially for long-distance drives. A number of mills in the United 
States are making this a specialty. It is composed of the highest 
stade “pure manila.” This high quality manila rope is also of 
“special value in oil-well drilling, on account of its elasticity as com- 
Pared with wire rope. Its superiority over rope made from an 
‘dmixture of henequen and other fibers is not yet fully appreciated 
‘broad, where the market therefor might be extended by demonstra- 
‘ons of the real economy in the use of the better American rope. 
gt order to arrive at the approximate consumption in the United 

ates of rope and twine, the facts as to export and import must 
© Considered for the same year as the Census returns. According 

th a Bureau of Statistics the exports of cordage and twine from 
€ Jnited States during the fiscal year 1905 were valued at $5,618,217, 

gd uch amount $4,698,090 go ye twine. In the same year 
. Imports of cables, cordage, thread, and twine, other than binding 

$208° were valued at $481,174, and the imports of binding twine at 
136, a total of $776,310. With the value of the products of 

and thew cordage and twine factories in 1905 stated as $48,595,788, 
consum, eee trade taken into consideration, the amount going into 
a ‘atae lon in the United States that year represented $43,753,881 

€. For 1910 it probably exceeded $50,000,000. 
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6 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

The latest facts available as to the cordage and twine industry in 

the United States are the Census returns for 1905, with decennial 

comparisons as follows: 
  
  

  

  

              

Census. Per cent of increase. 

1900 to | 1890 to | 1880 to 
—_ td tad 1880 | "1905 | 1900 | 1890 

Number of establishments. .. - 102 105 150 165 22.9 | 230.0 29.1 

COD said ne e0i w.2< i Fs F $37, 110, 521 |$29, 275, 470 |$23, 351, 883 | $7,140,475 26.8 25. 4 227.0 

Salaried officials, clerks, etc., 
BUUNOL sce secctascenons sees 731 436 8 414 (4) 67.7 Bue |esccowce 

PNM <s us Radae news saw eas $999, 860 $666, 936 | 3 $560, 639 (4) 49.9 OVD lewsennea 

Wage-earners, average number 14, 614 18, 114 12, 385 5, 485 41,4 5.9 127.9 

Total wages..............++.. $5, 338, 178 | $4,113, 112 | $3,976, 232 | $1,558,676 | 29.8 34| 155.1 
Men 16 years and over...- 8, 646 7, 841 6, 412 2, 926 17.8 14.5 119.1 

WOH. osc pets nainmanes $3, 779, 835 | $2,751, 787 | $2,547, 985 (4) 37.4 BO |.+.2582 

Women 16 years and over. 4,999 4,797 5,010 1, 480 4,2 24.3 238.5 

IY a eatcee teats ont Somes $1, 392,043 | $1,212,823 | $1,280, 065 4 14.8 ee ere 

Children under 16 years... 969 976 963 1,029 20.7 1.3 26.4 

(ii See ee ee $166, 300 $148, 502 $148, 182 (4) 12.0 (eg eee 

Miscellaneous expenses. ...... $2, 508, 600 | $1,716,205 | $1,020, 697 (8) 46.2 GB.E linden der 

Cost of materials used.......- $36, 095, 747 |$26, 632,006 |$24, 051,666 | $9,330, 261 35.5 10.7 157.8 

Value of products............- $48, 017, 139 |$37, 849, 651 |$33, 312,559 |$12, 492,171 26.9 13.6 | 166 7 

  

1 Exclusive of the statistics of 3 establishments engaged primarily in the manufacture of other products. 

bb establishments manufactured cordage and twine to the value of $578,649. 
ecrease. 

3 Includes proprietors and firm members, with their salaries; number only reported in 1900 and 1905, but 

not included in this table. : 
4 Not reported separately. 
5 Not reported. 

It will be noted that the increases were greater from 1900 to 1905 in. 

all of the essential elements of comparison than in the preceding decade, 

1890 to 1900. Capital increased, in round numbers, 27 per cent, the 

number of wage earners 11 per cent, the wages paid 30 percent, the cost 

of materials 35 per cent, and the value of products 27 per cent. The 

figures forthe two chief products, binder twine and rope, are presented 

in the following tabular statement for the censuses of 1900 and 1905: 
    
  

  

  

= ae ————————— 

Binder twine. | Rope 

Census. eee ae a aa 
Pounds. Value. Pounds. Value. 

oe ee ——EE — a |— ———— 
| * 

le Mee acd «ies sedate enka ceaeeecuedecass 191,796,047 | $19, 514, 992 | 200,824,974 | $19, 668, 169 
oC ae Oe leat aie Paes Slee REN Soa ee 165,609,429 | 14,185,581 | 137, 546, 204 12, 510, 798 
  

EXPORTS FROM UNITED STATES. 

The following table shows the quantity and value of the exports of 

cordage from the United States during the fiscal years ended June 30, 
1909 and 1910, as compiled by the Bureau of Statistics: 
  

  

  

  

  
        

é |) ae 

Quantity. Value. 

Exported to— Se Pe: 
1909 1910 1909 1910 oe ch Teer. she ens ho 

Europe: | Pounds. Pounds. 9 

Stee POUERY o> 5204-202 55.000saaeagaversys sts Speer herr 68,601 |o.occeccaee $5, = 
Azores and Madeira Islands.........-.............- 15, 918 25, 444 $1, 627 2 

CR a i ee 840 13, 396 91 1,3 
DOGMANGE soc lace sseccs vencssase+teeve-se-cuesssss 5 eee ee 264 |. ccvceessy ‘1 
1 S60 a ee iy fea i Pe Sees eee gor oe 400 6, 561 41 aah 

oso) aan eae eee 12, 643 22, 061 1, 240 2, 358 
GRIGIO re « pak MAniceds cb eiadeed bleed eve dect lest sates deetes HGEO fecdececuedes 68 

OS saul ds obatds sieunden ep ered ts oxi te vexed 14, O88 le dnenie cone 1, 870 
IG PCHIAOS. docs ces cacccecescscasvsesccvaecacavans 127, 196 123, 324 12, 910 12, 736 
POC, odie. cyt cashes desc tee c8lds nese 74, G8 80,177 6, 880 6, 668 
RSPR Sood og eocncica) Saccinscpoaeixiee nee neks 107, 183 69, 554 12, 322 1 oT 
Retsnin, OH BUG. os icc cscacescs vevyseteusseebees 31, 438 75, 540 3,313 6,/ 
PGs ticde < nwcdecasecwarsker<wsnavescdaaebaous 1, 256 634 80 
MDMIPRGY WY ORODGs a. 65<-.4<ses cnncegedatescasessse 2,748 |.s---2---2-- 195 |..-e00e9" 397 
Untied Kingdom... ccs scccccscsveccesseeessdaneess 110, 223 87, 184 10, 865 1,0 

amy | 73 
Rear ae eee 486,586 | 691,055 | 49,898 | __52 
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 7 

Quantity. Value. 

Exported to— 

1909 1910 1909 1910 

North America: Pounds. Pounds. 
Bermuda 27, 632 20, 632 $2, 736 $1,919 

82, 501 Ri 324 e 074 6, 619 
927,221 | 1,383, 107 2, 061 122, 357 | 59,681 | ” 64,489 5, 004 5,397 ) Central American States— ; % 5 

ON BU O8 <a nics sakewicacceby <x eaec oak leek 231, 564 345, 122 17, 68 28, 989 SING. otic done oo nxavecds.csoh ns cduecsas 69, 346 49, 947 6, 180 4, 387 
PROUONUPAS 45% cee cen ecktuavies sees saceeunccsae 66, 696 78, 536 6, 738 7,198 ) PUCRPAQWA. «055 lens cep ue <cacandas vac ncabacev's 109, 767 88, 319 10, 047 8, 040 
WAMOUIY Eee ahiccinct acess tt nc deee swale bebunens 1,329,445 } 1,448,819 113, 886 116, 716 | SE s\C Dee eel aoe tiniln, Sees oie aig Uleees 17, 883 36, 188 1, 606 3, 121 Mexico lero elaereseseorecsticm canara Ee eae weet eel 847,488 | 1,091, 449 84, 694 2,910 ) FqUCION, LANEICY, O60... .<caesssctwuresvescarccsssleevecacecaes 8,700 |e cbescaaeon 330 

4 fest Indies— 
4 Be a eee 2c ec eerie Feo oa cee ca wae aoa 441, 429 445, 322 36, 709 34, 749 

OU Aras sche sak reek eects Fu bivivwlavesnanS ele 693, 734 770, 535 64, 043 65, 339 
SG lhe LS ar Bch rll ak Ieee, | 25, 939 29, 069 2,186 2, 527 g PURE ich, Dos eee cam big honss ake oc stalle cue 54, 805 97, 843 4, 801 8,117 7 POOR its Unk ag abe Daw dactadaewiaeskes ten 15,318 14, 459 1,113 1, 101 : Bo eee A Eo 55, 402 61, 745 4, 961 4,760 

, ANNO DOMINIO. cag casccsdcceaeinlae-sceneaud 130, 057 127, 680 10, 555 9, 698 

Oh ieee + SEN ieee ee ed rer ere 5,185,908 | 6,230,375 473, 083 524, 269 

i South America: 
Perot). 7, acs cca unas véeswanesantcceeecaeataev 126, 986 186, 373 10, 026 15, 831 Bolivia ey teed Te tse A eR ee 9, 542 8, 181 808 8i4 EE a Bite SE beng AE RS nee 323, 530 8,719 27, 665 1 Ue oc cant, tv's wchetwe oud v2 iddensguy servadnaence 9, 2 104, 965 8, 682 8, 997 : Mca icy stvek ganwnvercvonaes nixebpadetecced 177, 029 217, 941 14,039 17,323 r MOOI aS cheese a stvndes cams wc do vcsuns cckctce. 326, 455 300, 951 24, 888 21, 200 
uiana 

e JTS Tagg. omtaeaee pest picker SRR Neon Shea Bebe 52,171 18, 471 4, 571 1,472 ¢ BNO apo cuxthenscy «sven eckeva iapmienalwente S500 laa ewamacean S82 |, cavyscnedeg 
MPOMIOM, «oo. one conaeacescipect¢cccdccceocsecdcn 10, 406 5, 710 1, 106 520 e OSPR OR pecheiaet set ede bho 937, 832 847, 353 72,174 63, 635 al BS Ws. ccs waatesiaibronimmnerebenran eed taWacnakeh acts 18, 306 218,573 1, 678 15, 268 
LS Sat Ree? Saree ore) ain Uh sim enet 807, 537 905, 851 58, 384 64, 204 

e Op SoS cSt oor ee Set) 2, 667,186 | 3,187,899 205, 399 236, 929 
4 Asia * 
ol EE RE See ee ae Fe On De a Chinese Empire... ........2222222222222 se hdeaeitee 608 35, 670 75 2, 941 a East Indies 
69 MER PAGS... . coin acecceasude- sancetibacaek 327, 274 30, 091 40, 731 4, 006 93 Straits Settlements...... 22.0... c.ceeceseceeeee 9,052 6,573 791 752 

eRe IE LR a cs placerat awe vnaget cawben cell bud duke. cou Ber: «ieectar oe 25 ‘a I UR es whai-ath-a dei jones s'eeiet decal corde tacos 11,391 6, 162 870 850 
| nn OE ririiscirs. 5 <5 Sit Sitceacnc nae ee ecco cacee 2,200 Nosewedewe sua SUOM Sos bwecbaana sch we katate A coo ene LL dino te OR | sg apes Ce ee See 

MISSIB, ASIAHIC. .. .ccaeacacaccccccctcececgncnccccs 7, 295 2,022 602 208 yf BPP UT AGIA... < ccnnaaccedecccctedcc. ccc... 16, 221 | 22, 866 1,163 1, 594 

); INE eticetectsishiupanasncscpotOl ta sarrteoeess 385,737 | 103, 624 45, 444 10, 376 Ocean; 
1a: 

= Titish— 

Australia and Tasmania... ................0+- 38, 679 40, 490 4,021 4,115 v New Zealand...........-.-..................., 17, 340 19, 595 1,719 1, 959 Fr |e aE atta ies ang OE Cee 709 431 71 35 mt Bee Oe2aMie oo i. secoces<cocaccecscveccccccccss 42, 660 87, 066 3,946 7,020 SU OOOIIG wrasse coesevecct ese .cc.ccculececece. ss BGO |ucesesssasee 30 09 PSO MOB Sou face ccescctcnneeeuad ocemeceus 278, 706 553, 628 24, 819 48, 969 
9 

“ BEE sec ac ees is seonicsnedaauacedelecc 378, 094 701, 560 34, 576 62, 128 
Africa. = 3 

hen : | 39 fas a British A frica— 
38 ss i aiesida did tapes sees svusannts O1,210 | 118,435 9,625 11, 006 
570 SRR eeeaianaatabioeenecamnannnaante 2,050|/ 2, 921 206 321 
35 Ny pe 0s? etcel Gade S tig ain doe cn suse #EEDE Ney Ns oe coc aas : eee eee 

ii3 pemtes Attien.-- - s,s... 54, 174 69, 995 6, 242 7,010 
701 - = e eek Ms | eT | 152, 784 188, 351 16, 730 18, 337 

307 BPO tote... .......cnacecelidbVacucessececvese ~ 9,256, 245 | 10,953,764 825,060 907, 712 

673 
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8 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

EXPORTS OF TWINE. 

In the following table are shown the exports of twine from the 
j United States during the fiscal years 1909 and 1910. For the former 

year only the value of the exports of all kinds of twine is given. ms 
For 1910 the exports of binder twine are stated separately. 

1910 0c 

\ Exported to— 1909 Binder twine. 
All other 
twine. 

Quantity. Value. 

Europe: Pounds. 
Avistris-Biwneany so... <.s-00c0dahaccssacesevecdss $76,997 | 1,198,990 $86, 439 $628 Af 
Azores and Madeira Islands...........--.-.---+---- 1D | Sr neneaeleiactsvertee 261 
Pestana of Wael os tae Holdin anes < ti cee tanec eyseer ews 28,918 376, 374 24,785 1, 225 
CS ges ee ee tree eee ee o Maret were y ere eg Cee Tes 1,980 | ere 
BOOM ME rs ok Gu atc ack eendasagdicinseseavies 115,041 | 1,332,965 94, 833 200 
NP RCC See eet bk naa cyan oxauodatebuceesw mans 62,442 | 1,699, 450 116, 106 1, 151 
hci ang lt oy ae Rn ARE! SERS see ee 117,519 | 1,926, 405 126, 473 1,497 
NG oes Here ya esas sa i cepentace > 00 awe eres 481 32,990 oi 2 re 
OM oy. ope ees aeaiel Pe ey Red eee bee Paees RECURS. 6, 503 809, 608 BO, 156 |. cecccceeaee 
WISE NON SUS 5 os Wee aout uuaes at SSibay deltas k2leeds 16,971 126, 500 8,400 |..+0s006 sae 
TIA ioc v ne cdindateccednesinanrtocaliceniss a 2, 621 10, 615 813 997 
Ope a i eaters ey co pecade ts wie is bc cece eee es 7,100 674,770 49, 598 2, 496 
OSU 1 ee as i eee Sean ey AD ATS |. <ccacunsavdliieceesa nes ss {emesnaee ae fan 
Russia in Europe...........-.. Bee 722,503 | 11,054, 531 954, 387 272 
Gee 6 ae Sei : 25, 840 142,700 9,744 |... .0000ee 
PWOGOR,, .. sons ncecinenss cansosas 66, 629 825, 565 57, 301 674 
Pe GZeLI MN oan .scasiwandanenascceueacwbesecnetetts 264 66, 000 4,625 |... .cc0ns0** 

Wl AECMIROY PT MUN OO vx 5 cn occ cauwa ccped 3skeeeces osecs|oose sea=s swe 7,500 520 |, .«ss.aeean .- 
Waited Kingdom. ......0-:....25.s0e8bescabscce se. 366,781 | 5,574,352 372, 121 8, 960 = Baie 

DA acl vews sted och dcsnseveglSthhe cares ese 1, 666,033 | 25,361,295 | 1,929, 319 18, 361 
North America: i cen 
ee ee aS ae er ae CMA. A dobevennlbew ices a Ta 
British Honduras. ...........-. ake bs ea | ee 2, at th 
ee te aaa 1,871,367 | 15,987,835 | 1,279, 256 239, 01 
Newfoundland and Labrador POGOe Nee canes <tdeeietaxes caged 20, 006 pc 
Central American States— 

Onsha TeG csasccadicaxcewawecheaveseseeaSe secs Tae Ine ccuseece oa tanaseeeeke 2, 943 Is 
SAE a re ert Sin Rie 1 SS a 698 T 
PECTIN coos bon xasx ss anak SGEeUS tas dcanowa 987 58 5 1, - ‘ 
IN(OAPAOUA...« . 1 cent Sadbs ones cbt cecab cc teasind 1, 450 900 64 1,9 4 in 
PMU. < Gedesks ov ae anne ckdaessencsancaesces > ee iene re 12, 2% 
Wg) CONN a Se «os S05 S55 ooo Lok bs Cees s camaxexe FiO. | o.cnnanancines lc awotelnnlbants E 

TGS, dat ocemaind welds Sati ss-0x 5 SRW ea te achoa. 11,359 10, 028 855 7,0 ar 
TORIES FUN QUE osc 5 ces bceeebaee} bo emadcualees 364400 ie Daseednr cea neemeedame e ‘ 
West Indies— in 

POC MMMM oii 40 4aeana Sa ae uadeee eens s eect eacans A a ee eer eee 979 1 
WON eS & ov cco dewy oe a haawa donut esccev cases 10,256 |........-.-- iene 14,314 g 
ENON 5 ss is ado Rennes 6s <n sneeeetcees ancanncs eS eo ib T 
Nba hs xk Ah eeeas le ois 2 feb SER kd ciomadnns a ee eee 2, 6 
Po Oi ee SS Sa ai aul e-Ss Seren io ee are 2 be 
Seeiias Ahi Abela re cet deen eee Oo ¢ diately hans 2b ale 7 1,08 
Sante Detinge:. <<. csucsecevebuwcsiwdeseessoss i, | ae eerad eee: 4,1 § 

a eed ae oe en ae eee 2,000,574 | 15,998,816 | 1,280,180 gai, 225 
South America: ae 
ET a Pent Oe eee ens Semeee ee 1, 283, 204 | 15,092,886 | 978, 434 97,139 
a es ee eer oo ame ee ee 319 Q; 
WT uns chew sessdenaecs babetacswculeccoesetceves 78,174 
Nk ees ne xs cca 0d ee Rea eae eS 15, 433 be 
Colombia 13, 108 
Ecuador 10, 865 i: 
Guiana— 

British 833 =~ 
Dutch 43 
French 261 Car 

Paraguay Fae 480 Bry 
SME ey retin pia iscehgehind ieaetbeeut ye+e<s miei 8,096 Col 
Uruguay | 124,070 Coy 
ee | 8,710 Ki 

| ‘al 
ery Sto mre | 1,538, 686 Ply 

mea aa 
nese Empire 468 

MOONE SS Es sere udsusicas uses vexececcuassaaessers 1, 422 ae 
Oo ES prcpetrs creer er ee tee earl ra i 4,106 |... 
Be tns ot veoreterverestecatceeterssatecceadecateralea loth indses i 
PUBS ASIC ic ccieseecnscesccccccecscsusevevences 168, 589     
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1910 

Exported to— 1909 Binder twine. xD’ All other 

Quantity. | Value. twine. 

Asia—Continued. Pounds. 
DUTaits BOCUCMIONIS. «sanycndaneveewaiamanesesiewsvics OG np ecewccny poleeves ss gens |Ieanet eens 
PYPIGY 10) SIR. conc cc asbvveed) os sevedacsssaeeeeitns 870 4, 400 $280 $182 

POU 45 esbepcedduesacivnsesves oe wanneeentaedeey 175,605 | 2,000, 437 151, 004 1,846 

Oceania: 
British— 

Australia and Tasmania... ...cscssssccesncencs 2, 424 422, 200 25, 822 5, 031 
INGW DOMGAG). cade cccessnisstsecsteducnceqedbuat GTO laced esresiele tence cage 1, 583 
GGUS? 2. bawsckeescss suc ¥OShs ne eseyessdicwsd lg ee ee ae 378 

PUNCH QSCAMID va sesesecdecsiccescedstvcs censeesode @, O87 |ctacvdvege tle sessnsevavd 4,738 
Worn OGoaiitis s sa cede veces ccqewsanesns wens sas OOY  lesaeeed ees teleaesdcnd eves 241 
PUA PIRG ISAS so s..cscc uses cosssnneesenncasesess BUR)! ln cteenesec vale ecrscave rice 2, 702 

OUI inc hb steed peti esecisessaes besteegeataeeds 11,391 422, 200 25, 822 14, 673 

Africa: 
British Africa— 

Die Re en ee 1G 6 ee ae 353 
BOWE ce ake es deb eaeee ae wee ese ces eceneseieness 18, 841 132, 750 9, 588 309 

PNP: TOMES ) va neh ek eds akc ads ts bcvks«nangeseenlpasenscucuas 1, 500 LOL js sects wee 
RONG AIIOUS bi. cath sesdiswseess bieeuN de eseewwrs 20, 467 118, 575 7,673 18 
OMNIS as oo pape soss restge ls eeesaes Tis dieTelUEbennss ON | ceeekntecinhiipeeercnss 109 
POLUUCUICES AMID. wacies ctvacsscecdbeeaieeseevenses 92 1, 500 130 1,097 

Dit cada erbuaveuckuessiasbeeedyessvecsuesekersas 39, 601 249, 325 17, 492 1, 886 

NA el alg eid cunesscusssavaequaevaysadseans’s 5, 431, 890 | 60, 823, 000 4, 498, 495 589, 989 
  

NORTH AMERICA. 

CANADA. 

[By Consul General John G. Foster, Ottawa, and Consul Frederick M. Ryder, Rimouskti.] 

The manufacture of cordage and binder twine is increasing quite 
Tapidly in Canada. During the fiscal year ended March 31, 1909, 

® output was 10,590,456 pounds of binder twine and 6,770,165 
Pounds of cordage. During the fiscal year 1910 the output was 
18,400,842 pounds of binder twine and 8,883,248 pounds of cordage. 
The consumption of manila fiber increased from 10,137,946 pounds 
M 1909 to 18,041,994 pounds in 1910. 

he bounties paid by the Government to manufacturers of cordage 
and binder twine for the fiscal year 1909 amounted to $34,561. and 
M 1910 to $61,507. The highest bounty to any single company in 
910 was paid to the Plymouth Cordage Co., amounting to $31,000. 

the Consumers Cordage Co. came second with about $13,000. This 
ety is equal to the export duty on manila fiber in the Philippine 
Slands, or about 75 cents per 100 kilos. 

BOUNTIES PAID TO CANADIAN FACTORIES. 

C The following table gives the names of the principal companies in 
‘nada using manila fiber, the amount used, and the Government 
Sunty paid during the fiscal year 1909: 

  
  

  

  

    

   

  

      

a —_ 

Companies. Quantity. | Bounty. 

Chisaian < Pounds. 
Brant Cordage & Manufacturing Co., Peterboro, Ontario 1,376,576 $4, 693 
vos ordage Co., Brantford, Ontario..............-- «=| 873,368 2,977 

Conga raege Co., Toronto, Ontario... ...--....-+----- 587,314 1, 832 Kin mers Cordage Co., Montreal, Ontario, and Dartmout 3, 968, 890 13, 530 
R i: On Penitentiary Twine Factory, Kingston, Ontario 556, 461 1,897 
Ply, Pinder Twine Co., Brantford, Ontario. ...... --| _ 502,644 1,714 

outh Cordage Co.;, Welfanid, ‘ONGATION 6. sisi cne seen tasncwesssdeteeecseseuwees 2,322, 698 7, 918 

—_Total Poke db bieeevcn tase sec chel be ov einckah tebeconds oth vcedsvas ets 10, 137, 946 34, 561 
    

93821°—No, 45—11 2   
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10 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

In addition to these companies the Manufacturers List gives the 
following companies as engaged in the manufacture of cordage: 
Hamilton Cotton Co., Hamilton, Ontario; M. B. Perine & Co., Doon, 
Ontario; Independent Cordage Co., Toronto, Ontario; Perth Flax & 
Cordage Co., Stratford, Ontario. 

IMPORTS OF CORDAGE AND TWINE. 

Imports of cordage, rope, and twine into Canada during the fiscal 

years ended March 31, 1909 and 1910, were as follows: 
so S ee   

  

  

Articles and countries.   

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

    

Cordage, cotton, of all kinds: Pounds. Pounds, ; 

Bilgivin-HUMGary «c=. <Se<scccdenenndcns soosssseshebe|seate s,s oesalsopeese sean. 3,885 $383 

RPMS ould sb werec cee dee ewaas chweduseaie dea sero nceeeeee=+Se| see eweed tes 221 22 

DSiNGd MUG... cater cseyee et cicusvenesetecexes 45, 946 $5, 141 481, 968 57, 472 

UPC: OUUTGN is bt. ea estep Wetec eh ocdin'snacrsnenanna? 56, 349 8, 794 174, 231 28, 413 

POUT ccaccie Knee sat owpoce +$sds dene dtuestuwnas ey 102, 295 13, 935 660, 305 81, 290 

Twine, sail, flax or hemp: neu 
PEO as Ecos koe tas aa Cee ae 300 14 
United Kingdom ’ 11,093 2, 278 
MURE: BENIGN =, Reeseecsisl line bd dba eee 35 4,102 438 

TOUS: bang a cURRben canes see peme > LWen anne CRUG s 4, 295 727 15, 495 2, 730 

Twine, binder: 
United Kingdom 109, 851 10, 626 334, 933 97, 442 
Weibted tated. ioe. cccencdetencsess 14,827,010 | 1,459,268 | 21,826,246 | 1,745,148 

OE Sac gat vale Past eters ee 14,936,861 | 1,460,894 | 22,161,179 | 1,772,588 ‘ , » an 

Twine and rope for fisheries: 
RREAT EU CENY ext este ew eb ecees cacdeedas dnb os ass willeazbe coe enlace 1,082 
BA onc sagen te cue cusep s+ evaysbeetse+ stds ess i453) web Pees seed 18, 787 |. 
ORRIN oo a cacpa ce dkes vc dawweweeeebanesonben cues’ Suet 4,274 |... 
WRI ghd dec Cina bowen bcdawee ccebbaw s candne ban Tas|eas crkoen won 1005 |. 
TE. PIDGON «sinc naign se Vaker sends) Hae Sh As was seanle vee eansers 394, 709 
We ntde RentOhcd., fe tusctgvdates ee sasavGersiecccradl. neveeeree® 428, 087 
SAAT -OUROT COUUIIGSs 6.55 irs «22rd cae des be marpnsee ens 6 0st)p nye’ ohe¥e’ 255 

Gites be aaah Rawk Wea bes oeeRaVeN Neb e ees 4055 kebme oolaeuee Genk ber 848, 239 

Cordage and twine, all other: a 

I IST EMEA aes wwe awe evs o'ed ap nedebws ec ewe pass 7,960 1, 228 
MTONCG: 50 oh sesdwvscnescetsavescespecdsewbas decades 1,121 249 
COPAY 55.6 <cectinwisin cs 04 cece cnn’ sie venissowsnn ces 100 15 
TEP OD Sis an osm aire oe ob sweeten nn sS Kos ines Sone e ese secsne 17 4 5 12 
EOC NOM ernie ccawees uy ps os evened ovedetnce 939, 670 107,364 | 1,327,964 121496 
United BUOED 3. gee eands raenenetapennen ance ens 657, 874 81,256 | 832, 168 m0 

Ghul GOUNITIOS . 2. cn ct ceeds war cnecenesritsedase 2, 380 141 1,199 xe | ee eer ee eee ee eo 1, 609, 122 190,257 | 2,169,946 212,       
  

EXPORT TRADE IN CORDAGE, ROPE, AND TWINE. 

Exports of cordage, rope, and twine of Canadian manufacture dur 

ing the fiscal years 1909 and 1910 were as follows: 
  
  

  

      

ee 

Countries. 1909 1910 Countries. 1909 1910 
a 

Argentina............--+--- $1, 438 $8 || Newfoundland............. $1,015 | $3 yi 
Bermuda............0cces0e 105 493 || New Zealand..........-..-- 447 eT 
British Africa... 2.1.2.2... 9,960} 28,682 | Rhemgbe.. . cavncnsscesscesenals sensedenans 13)"95 
British Guiana............- 5,776 BOAT ill Wirt teres. ss <'evteeneweses 499 497 
British West Indies........ 24,948 24,677 || United Kingdom........... 21, 695 19, 120 
British possessions, other... 4 1,084 || United States. ............. 1, 230, 740 707, ‘i 
Ch 245 1,143 |} All other countries.......... 160 |.+--#m 

752 1,730 ———|— ot 
40 2, 062 Total........s+ anal 1,310,808 | 89% 

18, 984 9, 109 

  

      
  

  

  

  
  

a
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 1l 

Reexports of foreign cordage, rope, and twine during the fiscal 
year 1909 were as follows: To the United Kingdom, $831; New- 
foundland, $1,238; United States $9,305; total, $11,734. During 
1910 they were as follows: To the United Kingdom, $1,372; New- 
foundland, $325; United States, $2,683; total, $4,380. 

Canadian manufacturers of cordage have about succeeded in 
controlling the Canadian market, with the exception of binder twine. 
The greatest factors in determining the market are price and quality. 
Transportation facilities give American manufacturers an advantage 
over other foreign countries and enable them to compete directly 
with Canadian producers, who are the chief factors in the market. 
Terms of credit are practically the same as those prevailing in the United 
States. Importers prefer to deal direct with the manufacturers. 

The Canadian tariff not only protects the domestic manufacturer 
but also gives the British exporter an advantage. This has led at 
least one American concern to establish a branch factory in Canada, 
and it is rapidly becoming a strong factor in the trade. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 

[By Consul James 8S. Benedict, St. Johns.] 

_ Most of the rope in use here is manila, with smaller quantities of 
Sisal and Russian hemp. The twine is chiefly cotton and Russian 
emp, with smaller amounts of jute and Italian hemp. Purchases are 

Made from the United Kingdom, Canada, United States, Belgium, Nor- 
Way, and St. Pierre, theimporters preferring to buy direct from the man- 
ufacturer. The imports in 1909 were as follows: From United King- 
dom, 320,671 pounds; Canada, 25,183 pounds; United States, 109,856 
pounds; other countries, 79,149 pounds. The market for rope is 
Imited, but there is a large demand for cotton twine, especially 
When the fisheries are good. A large ropewalk in this city makes 
Tope, twine, and nets from various kinds of fiber, those most used 
eng hemp, jute, sisal, manila, and cotton. 

ST. PIERRE ISLAND. 

[By Consul Douglas Jenkins, St. Pierre.] 

No rope is manufactured in St. Pierre and as the inhabitants are 
®ngaged almost exclusively in the cod fisheries the importation of 
Cordage each year is considerable. France supplies by far the 
Beeter part of this demand and the United States comes second. 
cause of the tariff in favor of French manufactures the quantit 

of rope imported from the United States is not more than one-fift 
Of the total. 

he rope used in St. Pierre is confined almost entirely to manila 
nd hemp, though there are occasional importations of other mate- 
Mals. Manila is used for rigging generally for the fishing schooners, 
though the lanyards are made of hemp. ‘The trawl cod lines are also 

emp. The rope varies in size from 14 to 1}, 2, 23, 2}, and 3 
Oches, Six, 9, and 12 inch cable rope is also imported. The impor- 
ation of 18, 20, and 4 pound cod line is extensive. These lines are 
tween 360 and 400 feet in length. 

IMPORTS IN 1909—TRADE METHODS. 

In 1909, 41,000 pounds of manila and 50,000 pounds of cotton 
Tdage, the latter being almost entirely lines, were imported from 
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12 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 

the United States. The total value of this cordage was about $7,000. 
The value of all cordage imported from France and other countries 
during the same period was approximately $37,000. Manila was 
the principal fiber, with hemp next, and cotton third. 
American-made rope is regarded as the best to be obtained and 

were it not for the duty the imports from the United States would 
be greatly increased. The price for cordage imported during 1910 
averaged from 10 to 194 cents, the latter being paid for hemp cod 
trawls. This price represents what the St. Pierre importer paid in 
the United States and France and does not include freight, duty, 
and other charges. 

Buying in the United States is usually done through American 
commission houses. The terms are generally 30 to 60 days. Buying 
direct from the manufacturer does not seem to have found favor up 
to this time. 

MEXICO. 

The market for rope and twine in Mexico is limited by the domestic 
production of such articles from native fibers. Binding twine is 
made in a limited way from sisal in factories at Guadalajara, Sabinas, 
and Merida. In many sections of the country such rope as is needed 
is made by native labor on the haciendas. When quality rather than 

price is the determining factor the imported article is used, and the 

trade goes to the countries offering the best prices and terms. The 

United States, the United Kingdom, and Spain seem to be the chief 
sources of supply. 

The following table shows the imports of rope and cordage of 
various kinds into Mexico during the fiscal year 1908-9, the latest 
statistics available: 

  
  

  

  

  

    
    
    

  

  

en NE 
| 

Articles and countries. Quantity. Value. Articles and countries. | Quantity. | Value. 

eee, 

Cordage of cotton, hemp, Rope and cordage of fibers 
and similar fibers, 3 centi- other than cotton and 
meters or more in diam- flax—Continued. 
eter: Pounds. More than 1 and less 

IBGIIUI, pe vescsceseaees 3,362 $273 | than 3 centimeters in 

CONAGRA sds deaneeste sss 5, 893 640 diameter—Continued.| Pounds. 

Patient cccated. cial 21, 864 1, 252 | Pramnee) sds iseseds 736 $0 
Germany....-.-..- nee 8, 087 897 Germany..........- 28, 706 2, 69 
United Kingdom...?... 148, 737 18,513 JAPORs 6 ides heweeds 589 = 

United States........-- 488, 906 42, 654 United Kingdom... 90, 162 8, He 
United States...... 833, 691 61,31 

POU Sc 5s seode dees 676, 849 64, 229 ee TS 

—= Total...s..ssees-- 1,007,069 65, 640 
Rope and cordage of fibers ——S| 

other than cotton and flax: Cotton cord: 907 

Up to 1 centimeter in Austria-Hungary....... 1, 616 039 

diameter— Belgium.........--..+-- 6,920 2, 00% 
Austria-Hungary... 1,270 245 OOD chic wade ath dase 7 26 
BOM. .66 5. es. 1,424 254 Ro 661 rr} 

Canada............- * 69,144 5,893 | Germany..........-...- 9,010 5,10 
BIANCO. sas iqg caeed.. 22,485 2,548 | 1 er ee ee 201 946 

Germany.........: 88, 841 8,411 | Sl oe 778 997 

Guatemala.......-.- 1,812 85 | United Kingdom....... 9,169 2195 

LP eS 4,769 959 United States.......... 30, 880 10, 
Cl a 129, 835 21, 268 —_—|—— 45 
United Kingdom... 6, 250 1,098 TOM sss ssnsyoeess 59,242 | 2h 
United States...... 75, 859 7,649 | 

Linen or hemp cord: 44 

POUR ess eews eevee 351, 688 48, 405 PPUMOGs. a souk ceeryeiets 33 558 
| GOTMIAMNY £25 sities vsisice 6, 208 270 

More than 1 and less United States.......... 688) 

than 3 centimeters in ——_—_—_——|— 872 
diameter— SOG covesctbeces 6,929 

Belgium, ....+.---.- 1,665 100 
OGHAIG. sss ee eseweas 51,520 2,944 

i 
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 13 

ACAPULCO. 

{By Consul Marion Letcher.) 

The annual imports of rope into Acapulco amount to about 6,000 
pounds; the amount of twine is negligible. Manila rope is bought 
in San Francisco at 7? cents per pound; no other kind is used. Ordi- 
narily orders are filled through brokers. European purchases are 
made generally at six months’ time, but goods are also bought for 
cash with order and likewise with sight draft with bill of lading. 
Nearly all the American, business is done through brokers. 

CHIHUAHDA. 

[By Consul L. J. Keena,] 

Manila and sisal rope and American hemp and binder twine are in 
Most common use here, purchases being made almost exclusively 
from the United States. Importers prefer to buy through commission 
Ouses as a matter of economy. Commission agents receive a variety 

of goods for the importer and combine them in one shipment, thereby 
Making a saving in freight and in Mexican consular fees. 

ENSENADA. 

(By Consul George B. Schmucker.) 

All the rope and twine used in this consular district comes from 
the United States, consisting principally of manila rope, with a. 
Smaller amount of sisal. The total imports amount to from $500 to 
$1,000 annually. Importers find it more satisfactory to purchase 
through commission houses. 

FRONTERA. 

[By Consul A. J. Lespinasse.} 

The rope used here is principally sisal, with small quantities of 
Manila and cotton; the same can be said of twine. There is no 
Prejudice against American-made goods; on the contrary they are 
Preferred but can not compete with the Yucatan-made products in 

1€ common grades. Cable and fine twines are, as a rule, imported 
tom England, Germany, the United States, and Spain, in the 
order named, when price is a secondary consideration. The con- 
Sumption of rope and twine in this State is not large. It could be 
rhtirely controlled by the American manufacturer if he could meet 
J€ competition of the Mexican article, which seems almost impos- 

Sible, as the fiber is grown here and is manufactured into cordage 
on the spot by very cheap labor. The cordage and twine imports 
sito this district during 1909 were valued at $6,094, of which the 
hited States furnished $1,515. 

GUADALAJARA, 

[By Consul Samuel E. Magill.) 

There is not a large market in this part of Mexico for cordage; the 
ches and laborers use rope of local make of poor quality manufac- 
ted from native fiber. A cordage concern of Montreal, Canada, has 

Ta
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14 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

a warehouse at Mexico City, from which it can supply small orders. 
Some rope made in Merida, Mexico, is marketed here, but the quality 
is not up to the Ameriean standard. This rope is made of sisal 
grown in Yucatan. 

HERMOSILLO. 

[By Consul Louis Hostetter.) 

Sisal rope and American hemp twine are in common use in this sec- 
tion, purchases being made from the United States and Canada, Im- 
porters prefer to deal direct with the manufacturers. There is a good 
market roa and American goods, as a rule, are given preference. I 
feel sure that if American firms can meet the prices quoted by com- 
petitors the trade will go to the United States. Importers are now 
paying 6 cents per pound f. o. b. Guaymas. 

MANZANILLO. 

[By Vice Consul Richard M,. Stadden.] 

No great amount of rope is imported into this district, as the native 
sogas, made from pita fiber, are generally used. During 1909 imports 
through this port amounted to 7,605 pounds of manila rope, valued at 
$683, and 1,322 pounds of twine, valued at $140. These were 
imported from the United States. Purchases are generally made 
through commission houses in New York and San Francisco. 

MAZATLAN. 

[By Consul William E. Alger.] 

Manila and sisal rope and jute, American hemp, Italian hemp, flax, 
and cotton twine are in use in this district. Rope and twine are 
imported from the United States and Germany, principally the 
former. Purchases are generally made through commission houses, 
which usually grant their clients from four to six months’ credit. If 
business is done direct, it will be necessary to grant credits of two to 
four months. Shippers usually prepay freight and other charges, 
adding such to the invoice. There is no prejudice against American 
rope and twine, and transportation facilities with the United States 
are good by both rail and sea. Ixtle fiber is exported from this 
district, but no rope or twine is-manufactured. 

NOGALES. 

[By Consul Alexander V. Dye.] 

Manila and sisal rope and flax and cotton twine are in common us® 
here. The price paid is 7 to 74 cents per pound f. o. b. factory 2 
the United States or Canada. The larger part of the rope used Sere 
comes from the United States, though some shipments are made 12 
larger lots from Canada via the port of Guaymas. These shipments 
were formerly made by rail, but now they go by way of the Isthmus 
of Tehauntepec to Guaymas, and part is then sent north by rail t0 
this consular district. Last year cordage was imported into this 
consular district from the United States to the value of $3,874 an 
twine to the value of $2,341. 
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 15 

NUEVO LAREDO. 

[By Consul Alonzo B. Garrett.) 

This part of Mexico is not a good market for American-made rope 
for the reason that each hsitendla manufactures such rope as it needs 
for home consumption from native fibers, and also ited a surplus 
for sale in the nearest town or city. A small quantity of American- 
Made rope of small size (one-fourth to five-eighths of an inch) is usually 
ept in stock by merchants, but sales are very small as compared 

with the general consumption on account of the low prices of the 
domestic product. Sales of foreign-made rope in this city will not 
€xceed 500 pounds annually. 

TAMPICO. 

[By Consul Clarence A. Miller.} 

Most of the rope used in this section is made from native fibers, and 
sreat quantities of fiber are shipped annually from this port. Cotton 
Tope is made by the various cotton factories for their own use. Of 

le imported articles, manila rope is purchased from England and the 
nited States. A great deal of iedine twine is made from sisal at 

factories at Guadalajara, Sabinas, and Merida. Flax twine made in 
ermany and cotton twine made in Mexico are commonly used. 

rices of American goods are generally quoted f. 0. b. New York, 
‘nd credits of 30 to 90 days are extended. Six months’ credit is 
Sven on all goods bought from England. The large importers prefer 
9 buy direct from the manufacturer, while the nétalled ones buy 
through commission houses. 

VERACRUZ. 

[By Consul William W. Canada.] 

T gh: he importation of rope and cordage through this port is not large. 
nipping is fairly active the year round, but vessels purchase their 

‘Upplies in foreign ports. Manila and hemp cable and rope, how- 
fy are imported. Cord, twine, and light rope made of native 

rs are in common use except in the better business houses, which 
Use imported twine. Chetamtanae records for six months of 1909 
t OW that the total value of rope and cordage imported during that 
aa $33,395, of which 22 per cent came from the United States 
of b 1e remainder from pay it his gives a fair idea of the amount. 

Usiness done here in this line. 

BRITISH HONDURAS. 

[By Consul W. L. Avery, Belize.) 

mate only rope imported into British Honduras is that made of 
" nila hemp In various sizes, and for 1909 the re ty were as follows: 
eg the United States, $11,001; United Kingdom, $7,258; Canada, 

Used Cotton twine is imported from the United States and twine 
titie Y the fishermen from the United Kingdom. The exact quan- 
to nd each can not be ascertained, as rope and twine are classed 
with erin the customs returns. Orders are almost invariably placed 

Commission houses in New York or New Orleans, who are 
-Xbected to secure the best terms possible and protect the importer’s 

Sts in every way. 
Mtere 
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16 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

HONDURAS. 

[By Consul Arminius T,. Haeberle, Tegucigalpa.] 

The demand for foreign rope in Honduras is small, as there are few 
industries requiring it. Along the coast there is, of course, a larger 
demand than elsewhere, and a good deal is used in the interior by 
freighters. The rope used by the latter in transporting merchandise 
in ox carts or on mule back is generally made by the natives or 
imported from Salvador. When the home supply is not equal to the 
demand, foreign-made rope must be bought. Pischens are usually 
made through commission nouses, with a credit of six months. 
Freight charges to the interior are about 18 cents gold per arroba 
of 25 pounds; in addition, there are duties and landing charges. 
This is essentially a mining district, and as mining develops the 
demand for rope will increase. 

PANAMA. 

[By Consul General Alban G. Snyder, Panama.} 

Manila and sisal rope and jute, English hemp, Italian hemp, and 
cotton twine are in use in this country, purchases being made from 
the United Kingdom, the United States, Germany, and Italy. 
Importers usually purchase through commission houses, Kuropeat 
concerns giving six months’ and American houses four months’ time. 
The manila rope in general use here is No, 2. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, 

[By Vice Consul General Henry P. Lewis, Santo Domingo.) 

Imports of rope and twine into the Dominican Republic are almost 
entirely from the United States. In 1909, according to the receiver 

general of Dominican customs, the imports were as follows: Threads 
of fiber to sew sacks, $2,817; cordage, 5,530 pounds, valued at $991; 
rope, 117,365 pounds, valued at $8,735. Manila and cotton rope an 
twine made of American hemp, Italian hemp, flax, and cotton are 1D 
use. Nearly all business is done through commission houses, and # 
credit of three months is usually given. 

GUADELOUPE. 

[By Consul Robert T. Crane.] 

Imports of cordage into Guadeloupe from the United States com 
sist chiefly of manila rope; from France come rope and twine manve 

factured in that country from hemp produced in India, and cotto? 
flax and twine. Sisal and jute imports are insignificant, and America? 

hemp twine makes only a little better showing. Rope is used almos 

exclusively for shipping and for harness, Flax and hemp twine are 

in demand for fishing, especially in making nets, and cotton twine of 

sewing sails. The rope imports in 1909 amounted to 136,637 pound) 

valued at $15,759, of which the United States supplied 20,789 poun®® 

valued at $2,185. Most of the purchases are made through a 

mission houses, owing to the general refusal of manufacturers to dea 
direct with such small buyers. 
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIKS, 17 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

ARGENTINA. 

The following table shows the dutiable imports of manila hawsers, 
rigging and cordage, and binder twine into Argentina in 1909 and 
for the five years ending 1909. Although the values stated are the 
customs valuations fixed for tariff purposes, and not the actual 
Invoice values, the figures serve to show the relative share of the 
various countries furnishing the merchandise. The Argentine gold 
dollar, in which the values are given, is equal to $0.965, and the 
kilo 2.2046 pounds. 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

        

1905-1909 1909 

Articles and countries. 

Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 

Manila hawsers: Kilos. Kilos. 
PUNE caeca tb 0 5X10) we gh oe nde ¥SaS <aes STORE SSS aE COR 67,092 $11, 405 9, 883 $1, 680 
SUES hic A Malan cakine Glas d site eee othe dees ae 2?, 882 3,804 7,269 1, 285 
NNT iin san cgapek sprim weep hd-+ ten <eetun theese 41,701 7,088 13,744 2,337 
MT ek eer eh Be! NY dataset SaR Eee ere lat 111, 146 18, 893 448 76 
inn a asa, son bat ct ucetehss cds os ve WS 11, 757 1,997 1,978 337 
MIMIGOE KINCUOND. . 5 oc ce ccc c es ccacccesceascccsesses 1,336, 094 227,136 329,915 56, O86 
Waitod Btahes <0 blb4 hile oa bins sas secedchhe decensas 93, 271 15, 857 6, 337 1,078 
OO ee eee kee! 1, 280 1S ss ce<ssuhas|oegadaee << 

egy 9.023. neekl.in agied. ele. Ain oe | 1,684,723 286, 398 369, 574 62, 829 

Rigging and cordage: 
oO SS Sel Pe erg ae ae ee eA Sh 216, 534 39, 503 31,741 6, 188 

MPOMISH: POSSESSIGHS. .....--, ce ea gere cee ccbeu'seyerce 1,073 gC ee IY ea Se | 
EAT eT Sar? Are nnn Ses ee 110, 491 18, 522 25,069 4, 453 
yan. Ja gh cn Wpstionmuduns «60 gonichaadeasts 329, 416 50,477 32, 595 5, 855 
MRA. Wik cddcnce aah the Cand. lek. de 4, 620, 564 788, 893 736, 235 126, 143 
oS rae ee ee Sere 49, 383 7,548 15, 440 2,185 
MNT eves vesganid cette Wily ne 7, 304 1, 462 1, 627 326 
ieee a ol eine dilens wane a en 90, 479 17, 957 17, 504 3, 385 
BEE bine 5 sos sndeeesssause sass cncn ae Ae eee eee Te 12, 961 1, 588 12, 304 1,477 
I os os |. sls ae ok cx guwy Mie Oat eee = We 4, 687 Oe eee le Ree eae eee 
MTCTIG, sna cv cancnsasusqeseaca nda smbersceeston 532 75 308 37 
7 ge Or Ee eee Pa beeererce ge ceo 2, 540, 751 448, 342 549, 595 96, 802 
ON TT a eo AlN eel Se anh odes 601, 709 106, 593 20, 755 4,211 

A ee ee ee eee 8,585,884 | 1,481,413 | 1,443,173 251, 062 

Binder twine: 
eG Sie aetna Tee ae aay aera ge yeaa 558 TU, A sau oc pce eee 
I, Auk Lier CNet ks tat. aeeee, eo eteks 14,137 2,827 14, 137 2, 827 
SO aa GRRE REE SORE ae ae rey 69,700 a °° Ne PET ie ie 
ee ee ee 89, 494 17,900 1, 060 212 
UP eo, Elid eat Aiea elisa sata lth 351, 310 70, 262 140 28 
aha cas Ne cen vane cabal 94. 840 18, 968 38, 724 7,745 
PePMRRa,'. gh ts chee. cqled. doecces paene 66, 353 WOW |. LWA. ees 
Other British Possessions... . saiw< sae. vewesesssceves 1,026 A a a 
BUG AMCAGID. . cee song acecsessnbaccenccessecans 683, 734 136,745 23, 670 4,734 

WUNOG GOH odio... cdic.cchakbisteeaeuchs aban 44,482,276 | 8,896,453 | 6,227,215 | 1,245,443 

rete 22 SE SS ee ce beh dee ee 45, 853,428 | 9,170,683 | 6,304,946 | 1,260,989 
ia 

  
    

The free imports of the foregoing articles into Argentina during 
the five years-ending 1909, which include articles whieh are imported 
Into the free ports, and those which are exempt from duty either by 
Special laws or by the tariff, were as follows: Manila hawser, 302,162 

los, valued at $51,367; rigging and cordage, 386,187 kilos, valued 
Mt $62,903; binder twine, 156,869 kilos, valued at $31,374. Of 
these the United States furnished 1,183 kilos of manila hawser, valued 
at $201; 13,806 kilos of rigging and cordage, valued at $2,346, and 
all of the binder twine. 

93821°—No, 45—11—— 
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18 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 

BRAZIL. 

[By Vice Consul General J. J. Slechta, Rio de Janeiro.] 

Customs returns indicate that at present there is not a great 
demand in Brazil for foreign rope and twine, owing chiefly to the high 
tariff. The imports in 1909 were as follows: Jute and hemp rope, 
368,590 pounds, valued at $40,000; jute and hemp twine and thread, 

138,600 pounds, valued at $36,900; flax rope, 168,300 pounds, valued 
at $18,600; flax twine, 11,800 pounds, valued at $2,700. These are 

invoice values at point of shipment. Of these imports, Germany 
and England each furnished about one-third, the remaining third 
being divided among other countries, except in the case of flax, of 
which Russia supplied one-third, England somewhat more, and 
Germany a smaller amount. : 

DOMESTIC PRODUCTION—MARKET PROSPECTS. 

The only estimate of domestic production available is for 1907. 
The most important factories are in the Federal District and next in 
importance are those in the State of Sao Paulo. The former in 1907 
produced cord and rope to the value of about $350,000, and the latter 
about $225,000. Factories in the State of Pernambuco came third, 
with a production of about $185,000. At present the production of 
domestic factories is probably not far from $1,000,000. 

While the duties are such as not to offer encouragement to Ameri- 
can manufacturers desiring to sell rope and twine in this market, it 
should be noted that apparently American producers and jobbers 
have not made very strong efforts to get any of the trade. What 
little effort has been made in this direction has been on the part of 
general hardware jobbers, who have not given enough time to any 
one line to really determine the state of the market. 

BRITISH GUIANA. 

[By Consul Arthur J. Clare, Georgetown.] 

Rope of manila hemp, sisal, and Russian hemp and twine of Ameri- 
can hemp, Russian hemp, and flax are imported into British Guiana. 
The terms of payment vary up to three months’ credit; cash with 
order does not appeal to the importer and no business can be done 
on that basis. the majority of the importers prefer to deal direct 
with the manufacturers. 

No prejudice exists against American rope and twine; it is simply 
a matter of price and terms. American goods should have an ad- 
vantage owing to the lower freight rates from the United States as 
compared with rates from Kurope. 

The imports of cordage for the fiscal year ended March 31, 1909, 
were as follows: 
  

  

  

  

    

Cordage. Twine. 

Countries. 

Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. 

| 

Pounds. Pounds. 
United Kingdom........... Peco ceer Utne eet Je ae Reed 1,447 | $15,028 58,433 | $18,087 
Rares oe Seng cite Saale eUiseare olgetens Geass 625 6,458 1, 802 489 
imabed @batesa os ce <2 cot ee oS: be nee See wees cones eee en eee 366 2,981 240 71 
iG e COMITHU OS e ines ac conc beta sr cceuts Hels vax sees eeeenebas 7 79 252 72 

OW LAs cat oe une = crbcna UN 1acceeaeaee tales 2,445 | 24,546 60, 727 18, 719       ——— 
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 19 

CHILE. 

[By Consul Alfred A. Winslow, Valparaiso.] 

Practically all the rope imported into Chile comes from Europe, 
the imports in 1909 amounting to 1,258,785 pounds, of which Eng- 
land furnished 70 per cent, Germany 18 per cent, Italy 4 per cent, 
and the United States 8 per cent. During the same year the twine 
imports amounted to 67,908 pounds, of which England supplied 42 
per cent, Germany 8 per cent, France 11 per cent, the United States 
38 per cent, and other countries the remainder. About 85 per cent 
of the rope imported is manila,8 per cent Russian hemp, the remain- 
der being divided, with cotton in the lead. Of the twine 35 per cent 
is American hemp, 15 per cent cotton, 15 per cent Russian hemp, 15 
per cent Italian hemp, and 20 per cent flax. 

At present most of the rope and twine is imported either by manu- 
facturers’ branch houses here or by importing houses with representa- 
tives in the exporting countries. 

American.goods in general are recognized by Chileans as equal to 
the best. There is no reason why American rope and twine should 
not find a good market here, if prices and terms can be made to com- 
pete with those of European manufacturers. Freight rates are about 
the same from New York to Valparaiso as from Kuropean points. 

ECUADOR. 

[By Consul General Herman Dietrich, Guayaquil.] 

The imports of cordage and twine into Ecuador, as shown by the 
official statistics, amounted in 1909 to 522,563 pounds, valued at 
$59,482, as compared with 625,779 pounds, valued at $66,313, in 
1908, and 677,435 pounds, valued at $133,090, in 1907. 

PARAGUAY. 
[By Consul Cornelius Ferris, jr., Asuncion. ] 

Manila, sisal, Italian hemp, jute, and cotton rope and Italian hemp 
and cotton twine are in common use in this country. Manila and sisal 
rope are imported from England, hemp from Spain, and cotton from 
the United States. 

Importers prefer to buy through export commission houses, and 
they state that while they are not prevented by transportation facili- 
ties from buying in the United States, the facilities for transportation 
from Europe are much quicker. A merchant who handles the greater 
amount of rope and twine imported into this country estimates that 
of sisal and manila rope 132,000 pounds each are imported annually, 
and of hemp and cotton rope 22,000 pounds each. It is considered 
here that American prices can not compete with European. 

URUGDAY. 

[By Consul Frederic W. Goding, Montevideo.] 

Practically every variety of rope and twine is sold here. All of 
the binder twine comes from the United States, the remainder of the 
tope and cordage being imported principally from the United King- 
dom and Italy. The imports of rope and twine in 1906 (the latest 
Statistics available) were as follows: Large manila rope, 400 tons, 
Valued at $14,881; thread, 561 tons, valued at $86,867. 

No prejudice exists against American goods and there is no reason 

why rope, twine, and thread from the United States should not be 
Sold here in considerable quantities. The usual terms are a sight 
draft with bill of lading. 
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20 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

VENEZUELA. 

MARACAIBO. 

{By Consul Ralph J. 'Totten.] 

This consular district seems a good field for the sale of rope and 
cordage, the demand for which promises to increase materially within 

the next few years. The district, of which Maracaibo is the largest 

city and distributing point, contains not only Lake Maracaibo but 

also hundreds of miles of navigable rivers and a great system of 

smaller lakes and lagoons connected with each other and with Lake 

Maracaibo by rivers and bayous. This territory includes more than 

30 towns of 1,000 or more inhabitants. All freight and passenger 

traffic is conducted by means of sailing vessels. It is estimated that 

an average of 300 sailboats enter and leave Maracaibo daily. These 

boats use large quantities of ship chandlery and cordage. 

QUANTITY AND CHARACTER OF IMPORTS. 

In 1909 there was imported through the customhouse at Maracaibo 
125,603 pounds of cordage, valued at $17,029, of which the United 

States supplied 65,306 pounds, valued at $6,085. The United States 

furnished practically all the rope and over half of the heavy cotton 
fishlines, while Germany supplied over four-fifths of the twine, and 

Germany and England most of the sail twine. 
The rope used was of three kinds—manila, sisal, and Russian rat- 

line—but statistics do not give the quantities of each. The twine 

was of all grades and sizes, the kind most used being a hard-twisted 

twine running from a small, strong cord used for fishing up to the 

size of window cord used for the sheets of sloops and schooners. This 

comes from Germany, Italy, and the United States. The large cord 

or rope comes mostly from the United States. The sail twine, which 

does not include regular sail thread, is a smooth finish of flax or hemp 

and is used for sewing rough sails and also largely for sewing coffee 
and cacao bags. 

Freights are naturally cheaper on this class of merchandise from 
New York than from Europe if by steamer, but the greater part of 
the heavy nonperishable freight from Germany and England 1s 
shipped by sailing vessels that make regular trips to this city, bring: 
ing a general cargo and taking back mangrove bark, divi-divi, and 
woods. 

There is no prejudice in this market against American goods. If 
the merchants can obtain the same values at prices to compete with 

the cheaper European freights, they would as soon buy from the 

United States as from Europe. It is advisable, however, to sen 

Spanish-speaking salesmen to introduce goods, learn the speci@ 

requirements of the market, and to establish selling connections. 

PUERTO CABELLO. 

[By Vice Consul L. J. Verhelst.) 

Imports of rope through Puerto Cabello and Tucacas during the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 1908, were 235,494 pounds, valued at 

$17,896, of which the United States supplied 232,115 pounds, value 

at $17,641. The imports of twine amounted to 13,132 pounds, value 

at $3,058, of which the United States furnished 11,997 pounds, value 

at $2,771. Manila and sisal rope and Italian hemp and cotton twimé 
are in most common use. Importers buy principally through com 
mission houses. 
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 31 

EUROPE. 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
{By Consul General Charles Denby, Vienna.] 

Austrian and Russian hemp rope and twine are in common use 
throughout this country. Imports of cordage, which are gradually 
decreasing because of the cheaper price of the Austrian product, are 
principally from Germany and the Balkan States, with a small 
amount from England and America. The imports in 1909 amounted 
to 1,535 quintals. There seems no opportunity to establish a large 
trade in American rope and twine, as the Austrian factories produce 
a good quality of rope at cheaper prices than those at which the 
imported article can be laid down. Austria exports more rope than 
it imports. 

BELGIUM. 

The total imports of cordage into Belgium during 1909 amounted 
to 4,448,170 pounds, valued at $428,353, and the total exports to 
13,499,350 pounds, valued at $1,299,959. The sit, ait entered for 
consumption in Belgium were 2,859,704 pounds, valued at $275,385, 
and the exports of domestic manufactures of cordage were 11,910,884 
pounds, valued at $1,146,991. Of the 1,588,466 pounds, valued at 
$152,968, imported and afterwards reexported, Germany furnished 
457,207 pounds, valued at $44,028; France, 683,230 pounds, valued 
at $64,732; and Netherlands, 356,311 pounds, valued at $34,312. 

The following table shows the origin of the cordage entered for con- 
sumption in Belgium in 1909: 
    

  

  

— ———— — -- =~ -—- = 

Countries. Quantity. | Value. 

a , Uh te — a 

Pounds. 
I Bete onan anode peraecesrics tet mnaccushumnimmete ceedivecrsest 818,785 | $78,847 
Rees. Seco eek OA ETL 2 Be el eed ek ee em ge 231, 556 22, 298 
EERE Se a Se he Fe Pr ti ar ee 460, 645 44, 359 
RM GON. cree eet E USER WEG on alten dct tatters dns oe det ate eee 559, 864 53,913 
DMR LS mccir Dy areees ane s3 dnd dl Seas Lote « cumaeryenni<t 647, 553 62,349 
UI atic vacexegs ainedgusesddbuecsss fuss eessgueceessdbotearcsumersic 141, 301 13, 619 

OS ee a ee ee ee ee ae See ee 2, 859, 704 275, 385       

EXPORTS OF BELGIAN CORDAGE. 

The following table shows the exports of domestic manufactures of 
Cordage from Belgium during 1909: 
a   
  

      

  
            

SS = > ———————— eee -—-—__ — ~ 

Countries. | Quantity. Value. | Countries. Quantity. | Value. 
a tae | ' Sa a 

A Pounds. | Pounds. 
eh a ee 214,675 | $20,672 || Newfoundland............. 76, 060 $7, 324 
i ee | 101, 170 Q, 742) || Norway. .15....s.s..2d4s00 644, 221 62, 037 
 . Sea 85, 819 8,264 | Peru.......----2-02200+202+ 68, 487 6, 595 
Bees. il hie | 74,271 7, 152 || Russia..........0c0scs--0-- 2,276,428 | 219,217 
sc. las beatae 161, 724 $5,574 || BiAihs <..2eesctexs osmnsen bi 130, 531 12, 570 
Lae tite 50, 109 AGS |] OMA yy aw ees egg ewaas cages 171, 894 16, 553 
BER coos. ise sn ewes 955, 966 92,057 || Sweden. ....2.....0.cesee- 124, 631 12,002 
Bs cine e cee es yeas care’ | 215,206 | 20,724 |] Turkey................-.- | _ 429,228 | 41,237 
oo Aone 319,337} 30,751 || United Kingdom........... 2,548,960 | 245, 461 

qrench Indo-China ........ 87, 891 8, 464 | United States... .....s....- 80,993 7,799 
og TE pe Seth 352,975 33,991 || Other countries...........- | 806, 235 77,774 

Wa Stew abiinn vd «ert be 228, 026 21, 958 2 : 
al . SS Sele 35, 380 3, 407 | eee 11,910, 884 | 1, 146, 991 
Stherlands. = 0372207222277 1,670,253 | 160, 841 | 

eee oe = ” = 
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22 CORDAGHE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 

FRANCE. 

PARIS. 

[By Consul General Frank H. Mason.) 

Statistics showing the imports of twine and cordage according to 
the material of which it is made are not available, and it is impossible 
to learn the relative proportion of the several materials employed. 
The significant fact is the relation of imports to exports, which shows 
at once whether France exports more than it imports and is therefore 
a self-supporting country, so far as cordage and twine are concerned. 

In 1909 there were entered for consumption in France 264,000 
kilos of rope and cordage, valued at $63,690, and 40,300 kilos of twine, 
valued at $18,667 (kilo= 2,046 pounds). During the same year France 
exported $763,701 worth of rope and $319,222 worth of twine. 

The quantities of rope and cordage imported from various countries 
in 1909 were as follows, in kilos: Great Britain, 60,700; Germany, 
102,200; Belgium, 48,700; Switzerland, 8,400; Italy, 18,600; Algeria, 
13,500; other countries, 11,900. The imports of twine were as 
follows, in kilos: Germany, 29,300; Belgium, 6,300; Switzerland, 
2,800; Algeria, 200; other countries, 1,700. 

FRENCH PRODUCTION OF FLAX AND HEMP—SALES METHODS. 

The French department of agriculture states that the production 
of flax fiber in this country in 1909 was 43,953,800 pounds, but how 
much of it was used for making twine and how much for textile 
manufacturing it is impossible to ascertain. The production of hemp 
fiber during the same year was 33,089,540 pounds, practically all of © 
which was made up in France, as there was practically no export of 
hemp fiber, but on the contrary large imports of hemp, jute, flax, 
cotton, and other fiber materials. 

American manufacturers can always assume that if they wish to sell 
goods of any kind to a French merchant or importer they will have to 
comply with the established conditions which have become fixed in 
this country and are followed by the manufacturers in Belgium, 
Great Britain, Germany, and other European countries that sell goods 
to France. The American plan of cash with order, sight draft with 
bill of lading, or f. 0. b. cars or steamers in the United States does not 
work here, and American manufacturers lose millions of export trade 
every year by trying to force their local conditions of sale upon 
foreigners. For goods shipped here the importer should be given 30 
or 60 days’ time on his payments. 

MARSEILLE. 
[By Consul General A. Gaulin.] 

The cordage industry is an important one in Marseille. In fact, 
local manufacturers not only control this market, but also export 
considerable quantities, principally to the French colonies. All the 
large dealers are manufacturers or agents of French manufacturers. 
There is almost no import trade in this line. The total imports of 
twine through Marseille in 1909 amounted to 1,102 pounds, and the 

rope entered for consumption was 19.5 metric tons, coming chiefly 

from Belgium, Great Britain, and Germany. The exports for the 
same period were: Twine, 27 metric tons; rope, 1,095 tons. 

  

  
   

Digitized for FRASER 
https://fraser.stlouisfed.org 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



al
 

e
e
e
 

e
e
 

  

  

  

CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 23 

French hemp is in most common use, followed by Italian, Russian, 
manila hemp, in the ordernamed. Jute, sisal, flax, and cotton are not 
used in large quantities. 

The outlook for the introduction of American rope and twine in 
this district does not appear to be very promising. Binder twine, 
however, is imported from the United States and the sales could prob- 
ably be increased, although the price is higher than that of competing 
articles, its superiority bemg generally recognized. This trade is han- 
dled through Patid firms representing American exporters of agricul- 
tural machinery. These firms have branch establishments in all the 
important centers throughout the country. 

The French customs tariff renders competition in this line most 
difficult. The rates of duty are not only very high, but American 
exporters are handicapped by the fact that American rope and twine 
are subject to the general rates, while English, German, and Belgian 
products of this description are entitled to the minimum rates, a 
difference of 50 per cent or more in favor of the latter countries. 

GERMANY. 

HAMBURG. 

[By Consul General Robert P. Skinner.] 

The German rope industry is in such condition that exports vastly 
exceed imports, the latter being rendered difficult by an import duty.. 
Such trade as there is in imported ropes appears to be controlled at 
present by Dutch, Belgian, and English concerns. Efforts have been 
made at various times to dispose of American rope in Germany, but 
Without substantial success. Indeed, the only serious competition of 
the German rope makers in Germany is that of English manufac- 
turers. In the Hamburg Free Harbor it has been found possible to 
dispose of large quantities of English cordage, as in this locality the 
goods are free of duty. The English industry is a very old one, and 
English manufacturers have succeeded in supplying first-class rope 
on competitive terms. 

FRANKFORT. 
[By Consul General Richard Guenther.] 

German imports of rope and cordage of cotton in 1909 were 20.5 
ong tons, 19 tons coming from Great Britain and 0.8 ton from 
Austria-Hungary. German exports of such ee in the same year 
Were 43.5 tons, of which 9.7 tons went to Belgium and 6 tons to 
Austria-Hungary. The imports of cotton twine of more than 1 milli- 
meter were 0.9 ton, coming from Great Britain, while the exports of 
Such twine were 12.5 tons, of which 2 tons went to Great Britain and 
2.4 tons to Austria-Hungary. “e 

The imports of rope cordage and twine of more than 1 millimeter, 
Made of other fibers than cotton, were 684.1 tons, of which 169.9 tons 
Came from Belgium and 412 tons from Great Britain, while the 
€xports were 3,014.2 tons, of which 150.8 tons went to Denmark, 
745.2 tons to Great Britain, 399.3 tons to the Netherlands, 189.1 tons 
to Austria-Hungary, and 221.7 tons to Russia: kai 

It is stated that competition of the large local factories is such that 
1t would not be advisable to import American goods of this character, 
®Xcept manila twine.
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24 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

MANNHEIM. 

[By Consul Samuel Shank.] 

While the greater part of the twine used here is of domestic manu- 
facture, some is imported from Russia, the United States, and Italy. 
There is only one importer of American binder twine; purchases of this 
article from the United States are about one-third those from Russia. 
There is no prejudice against American products, and there is no 
reason why American twine should not be sold in as great quantities 
as Russian, if the prices and quality are right. 

ITALY. 

[By Consul General James A. Smith, Genoa.] 

The Italian cordage and twine industry is favored by a protective 
duty, under which it has developed to the point of supplying nearly 
all of the home demand. Imports of foreign-made rope in 1907, 1908, 
and 1909 were valued at $75,000, $110,000, and $60,000, respectively, 
most of which was manila rope imported from England. Twine 
imports during the same years amounted to $20,000, $27,000, and 
$17,000, respectively. With the present high prices for English- 
made manila rope, the Italian mills are easily able to hold their own, 
and any reduction in price of the English rope would no doubt be 
romptly met. The foregoing refers to rope for consumption in the 
<ingdom, and the outlook for any increase in the market for foreign- 
made rope or twine is not favorable, unless the prices of the domes- 
tic product can be considerably underbid. Diten concerns are 
selling Italian hemp rope at $19.30 to $20.26 per quintal (220 pounds), 
delivered. 

SALES OF ROPE IN LARGE PORTS. 

There is, however, considerable demand for foreign rope in the 
large ports, especially Genoa. This is sold directly from the ware- 
houses in the so-called “‘deposito franco,” or free zone, and delivered 
to the navigation companies’ steamers without entering the Kingdom, 
thus avoiding the payment of duty. Up to the present time the 
demand has been supplied almost entirely by the English rope manu- 
facturers, but there are no figures upon which to base an estimate of 
the quantity sold. Italian consumers generally prefer rope made 
from Italian hemp. Somesisal is imported from India and made into 
rope by the Italian mills, but it being classified with other vegetable 
fibers, I am unable to state the extent of the trade. 

There is no prejudice against American-made rope, in fact, it is 
well and favorably known among the navigation companies. The 
cost, however, is considered high. Rope of long and light-colored 
fiber and containing a minimum of oil is preferred. Transportation 
facilities between Genoa and New York are excellent. 

One of the most prominent importers of foreign rope, who supplies 
many of the navigation companies direct from the ‘‘deposito franco, 
buys in the United Kingdom, from Belfast, Hull, and Edinburgh. 
The terms usually quoted are cash against documents for direct orders, 
or monthly payments on rope consigned and held in warehouses here 
awaiting sale. Three months’ time is often quoted to good firms. 
This firm would be glad to handle American-made rope if prices aré 
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right. Freight is paid by the manufacturer, and prices should be 
quoted c. i. f. Genoa, as is done by the English houses. Samples in 
duplicate and long enough to be properly examined should be sent. 
All depends upon the quality, prices, and terms, and the initiative of 
the American manufacturer. The manila rope most in use is from 
14 to 8 inches in circumference. 

NETHERLANDS. 

[By Consul General Soren Listoe, Rotterdam.] 

Though the enormous shipping industry of the Netherlands con- 
sumes a great deal of cordage, local conditions preclude the intro- 
duction of much American-made rope. There are several large rope- 
walks in the country, and dealers, as they make sales, buy from these 
manufacturers, keeping little or no stock on hand. The manufac- 
turers themselves are always dealers. The introduction of the 
American product would force dealers to lay in supplies, which would 
not be practical unless American exporters could quote prices so low 
that it would pay to invest in cordage rather than buy in small lots 
as needed. 

Importations are made at present from Great Britain, Germany, 
and Belgium, usually on one to three months’ credit. There is no 
prejudice against the American product, dealers taking only prices 
and profits into consideration. Rope is on the free list and the 
American exporter would have to compete with the local manufacturer 
and the manufacturers of surrounding countries, from all of which 
the freight rates to the Netherlands are much lower than from the 
United States. 

The latest import statistics available are for 1908, and they show 
that Germany sent to this country 3,342,150 pounds, Hamburg 
3,223,380 pounds, Great Britain 2,848,254 pounds, and Belgium 
2,220,798 pounds. 
As arule, ship chandlers and other dealers in rope also handle twine. 
Inder twine is not used extensively in the country though large 
eames of all sorts of fishlines, small lines, and string are sold, 
there being one establishment in Rotterdam making a specialty of 
this class of goods. 

In an attempt to gain a foothold in this market samples of the 
twine offered should be sent and prices should be quoted f. 0. b. 
New York, if a direct quotation for the goods landed in Rotterdam 
can not be made. 

NORWAY. 

CHRISTIANIA. 

[By Consul General Henry Bordewich.] 

The rope most commonly used in Norway is made of manila or 
Ussian hemp, and the twine, used for fish nets, etc., is made from 

“Tench, Russian, and Italian hemp. Twine of jute, flax, and cotton 
18 also used in smaller quantities. 
Kumports of these goods are chiefly from Belgium and the United 

Indgom and in 1908 were as follows: Linen and hemp twine, 1,049 

tons ; jute twine, 33 tons; rope yarn, 142 tons; rope, not tarred, 

05 tons; rope, tarred, 84 tons; cords and lines, 54 tons. In addition, 
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about 40 tons of ready-made fish nets were imported. In the sta- 

tistics given are not included twines and yarns except those which 

are used, principally at least, in the fisheries and shipping. Imports 

vary little from year to year. 
There are several ropewalks in the country, the raw material for 

which is imported. 
I believe there is a good opportunity in this locality for selling 

American twine and rope, especially the former. If American man- 

ufacturers can compete in price and quality with Kuropean com- 

petitors American goods should find a market in this country. Goods 

ean be best handled by a local commission agent or broker represent- 

ing the foreign manufacturer. 

STAVANGER. 

[From Consul P. Emerson Taylor.] 

Practically all rope and twine used in this district is manufac- 

tured in Norway. There are small imports from England and Belgium 

and smaller quantities from Scotland. None is imported from the 

United States. The introduction of American rope and twine de- 

pends chiefly upon prices. 

RUSSIA. 

[By Consul General John H. Snodgrass, Moscow.] 

Statistics for the three years ended in 1909 reveal a growth in the 

import trade in rope and twine, and from these figures and from facts 

cleaned in interviews with Russian dealers it would appear that this 

country presents a favorable field for foreign cordage, even though 

domestic competition is growing keener and the number of factories 

engaged in the production of cordage is yearly increasing. 

In 1907 the total imports of cable, rope, string, binder twine, and 

fishing nets were valued at $472,094, and in 1909 they had increased 

to $665,895. The following table shows the imports and exports of 

both raw materials and finished products during 1907, 1908, anc 

1909: 

  
  

  

  

    

   

  

oe o)5 Bee 

1907 1908 1909 

Articles. 

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

—— 

IMPORTS. 

Hite, Paw ss ..dae8 lee tons.. 30, 387 | $3,388,700 29,064 | $2,908, 205 33, 306 $3, 886,21 

Biche... tcasacewicsa<eee do.... 629 59,740 516 46, 350 629 71; 

Hemp: 
5 905 

Matiila.<:~saeewsr ace dé..<. 451 33, 990 338 13, 905 367 16, 195 

Oper... ..<.-+---.+- dG... 323 92, 145 193 15, 965 177 1608 

Rope, string and twine...!bs..] 3,485,500 190,960 | 2,880,000 115,360 | 6,588,000 448,03 

Binder twine. ...------- do....| 4,927,968 105, 451 504, 000 8,755 | 1,332,000 a 908 

Fishing nets........---- do....| 812,500 175, 683 828, 000 171, 495 972,000 182, 

EXPORTS. 
. 

BRR ogres ga s- peseencs tons..| 218,935 | 29,847,340 | 234,080 | 29,950,855} 281,507 | 31,8025 
Flax tow. a = 0c s x 37,081 | 3,664, 225 38,048 | 3,661, 135 39, 323 3, 687, 765 

Hemp...... .. OO. 5. 50,887 | 6,714,055 47,597 | 6,199,570 40,951 | 5,488) 5 

Hemp tow.. i PERLE 11,129 878,590 14,548 | 1,035, 665 12,581 oe 098 

Lops eee eee Ibs..| 1,080,000 96, 305 720, 000 62, 830 918, 000 ih 658 

String and twine. ;. Ot... 756, 000 52,530 468, 000 35, 535 586, 800 35 060 

Fishing mets... 1... 2.22.20 ese coese sence Gy EBD fis vccvedsais By AZD Noes ewer ance ,             
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SOURCE OF IMPORTS IN 1907. 

The latest statistics available showing the origin of imports are 
for 1907, which are as follows: 
  
  

  

  

  
    

  

            

Articles and countries. Quantity. | Value. Articles and countries. Quantity. | Value. 

ROPE, TWINE, ETC. BINDER TWINE—Continued. 
Pounds. Pounds. 

Wathed States. .....<.<2s.s.- 491,472 | $17,126 || All other countries. ......... 1, 686, 276 $42, 564 
Austria~-Hungary........... 148, 212 8, 567 
My as whats, Ris le « 382, 788 26, 667 Potielc2ohsus sy eade n~++| 4,927,968 105, 451 
OEM «5.4 « aan ov.ve #5 +e 1,903,572 | 101, 493 
BOS IVE. 4 cues Beds 43 WES Ho de 105, 516 5, 596 FISHING NETS, 
TORS. sonauscenvsecsaessbeot 125, 152 16, 187 
POUROY . .. non cdew enw ee ees’ 50, 364 4,014 || Austria-Hungary........... 90,792 18, 250 
United Kingdom........... 178, 452 6,708 || Denmark .:..c ce wens = dees on 108, 324 19, 826 
All other countries.......... 99, 972 A, G2 |i. GFOLMIANY ose ckscwewecanenck « 425, 340 104, 183 

er —— | JPAM ys ces hbeeeek lo otek 45,612 3, 263 
MOGs =i cane cee tes 3, 485,500 | 190,960 || Norway.............0....0.. 11, 448 1, 532 

SSS el WOMEN. lek dba ese 30, 240 6, 488 
BINDER TWINE. PCO ae tee houses aes 68, 904 15, 060 

| United Kingdom.... " 22, 644 2,920 
United States......... oe 2, 198, 628 30, 802 |} All other countries. ......... 9,196 4,211 
Oo —————a ae 678,960 | 28,175 ——_---—— 
PRIS ore 62.46. sh « oe ae New 328, 572 7, 622 || Wotea |. A edddseshs 812, 500 175, 683 

United Kingdom........... 35, 582 1, 288 |     
  

From the foregoing it will be seen that Germany led in the sale of 
Tope, twine, etc., and of fishing nets, and that the United States 
furnished the largest amount of binder twine. 

DOMESTIC PRODUCTION OF CORDAGE. 

Excepting the United States and Argentina, Russia is the world’s 
largest grower of flax and hemp and enjoys almost a complete mo- 
Nopoly of the European and near Asiatic markets. Consequently 
tumerous factories have been erected throughout the Empire for the 
Manufacture of the various products of these staples. 

According to the latest Government statistics there are about 
600,000 persons engaged in the cultivation and marketing of flax and 
~*Mp and in manufacturing products therefrom. In 1907 there were 
M flax 3,887,359 acres, which yielded 638,000 tons, and 2,001,036 
acres of hemp, with an output of 125,752 tons, the total value of both 
mg $50,000,000. Timber and grain only take precedence of flax 

“ld hemp in the value of Russia’s exports. In 1909 this country 
eported flax, flax tow, hemp, and hemp tow to the value of 

1,394,155. Exports of rope, twine, and fishing nets in the same 
year amounted to only $128,750, the greater part of which went to 
aad Contiguous territory in Asia. Russia does not require foreign 
berg naterial for her factories, the imports of flax and hemp in 1909 
in, valued | at only $105,060, while, as previously stated, the 
yrs of finished products amounted to $665,895. 

82. ong latest official figures show that 414 factories, employing 
1900 laborers and with an annual output of 991,156,000 pounds of 

yarn, valued at $36,050,000, are now working on hemp and flax. 
Rind te hshments contrat 367,690 spinning and 37,700 twisting 
of which ua cag ye bd linen Oa operant Leroy i 
2400 fev are hand anc 11,581 power ooms. lere are also 
Joy Special factories. The products of all these factories are rope, 

ah ae ks, yarn, hessians, tarpaulins, sackings, and twists. In- 
® peasants engaged in the business at their.homes, it is esti-
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28 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

mated that 500,000 persons are identified with the manufacturing of 
flax and hemp products, with a yearly output worth $400,000,000. 
There are 80 factories engaged in the manufacture of cordage, em- 
ploying approximately 11,000 workmen and producing goods to the 
value of $71,000,000 annually. 

REQUIREMENTS OF THE MARKET—TRADE METHODS. 

_ Most of the rope used in Russia is made from Russian hemp, with 
a considerable amount manufactured from Italian and manila hemp. 
Rope made of sisal, jute, and cotton is also on the market, but does 

not have the ready sale of the foregoing. Although Russian and 
Italian hemp twine are the most popular, there is a demand for twine 
manufactured from jute, flax, and cotton. 

Cordage shipped to this country is quoted f. 0. b. Moscow and in 
Russian currency, though various exporters are selling on different 
conditions. It is the rule, however, to ship free of freight and duty 
at Moscow, and American manufacturing firms should at least quote 
prices f. o. b. seaport cities. 

As has been shown, Germany enjoys the best trade in these lines, 
with a fair business on the part of the United States, Austria-Hungary, 
China, and Japan. . Credit is always extended in commercial circles 
in Russia, the general terms being from three to eight months, and 
sometimes it is extended to a year; but there are a few concerns in 
the cordage business that pay cash upon receipt of goods in Moscow. 

Transportation facilities will not prevent importers from buying 
from American manufacturers, but a large stock should be kept here 
on consignment in order that the demands may be met at all times. 

It is believed that by following closely the lines adopted by the 
Germans to secure the trade of Russia American manufacturers of 
cordage will be able to compete successfully and enlarge the com- 
aratively small business that they have already secured. Unless, 
owever, American exporters are willing to abide by the conditions 

and requirements of the country, any attempt to gain a stronger 
foothold here will not be successful. 

SPAIN. 

BARCELONA. 

[By Vice Consul General William Dawson, jr.] 

Careful consideration of local conditions and discussion with the 
principal dealers lead to the conclusion that there is little oppor 
tunity in this part of Spain for American rope and cordage. 

The cordage industry is represented at Barcelona by four factories; 
and rope and twine are manufactured in other parts of Spain. Duties 
are high enough to afford Spanish concerns ample protection; in fact, 
a prominent manufacturer advises that with these duties foreig? 
cordage can not compete with the home product. 

All the usual varieties of cordage are manufactured here, the raW 
materials most commonly employed being manila hemp, cotton, hemp» 
coco fiber, and jute. Sisal is also used, although not so widely as @ 
other countries. Manila hemp is probably the raw material m0 
commonly used. 

So far as this office has been able to ascertain, there are no firms at 
Barcelona handling imported cordage. Small amounts of rope and n

n
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twine are probably imported occasionally for special purposes, 
imports at Barcelona not amounting to more than $5,000 or $6,000 
annually. 

STATISTICS OF SPANISH CORDAGE MADE. 

According to Spanish customhouse statistics for all Spain, practi- 
cally no cotton cordage is imported into Spain, while imports of 
cordage of other fibers weighing from 5 to 50 grams per 10 meters 
were valued at $36,540, $42,120, and $91,980 in 1907, 1908, and 1909, 
Tespectively, while imports of cordage weighing over 50 grams per 10 
meters were valued at $117,540, $129,780, and $123,480, respectively. 

According to figures for 1908 (latest available) imports of light 
cordage (weighing less than 50 grams) from the United States 
amounted to about $22,000, or over one-half the total imports. 
Cordage weighing over 50 grams is not imported from the United 
States. Over one-half of this grade comes from the United Kingdom, 
with smaller amounts from Austria, France, and Germany. Cordage 
Is imported chiefly at Bilbao and in the southern yas of Spain. 

Spain exports a little over $100,000 worth of cordage annually, 
Principally to Cuba. 

VALENCIA. 

[By Consul Robert Frazer, jr.} 

Valencia not only makes its own rope and twine, but also supplies 
Neighboring sections and other coast cities with the surplus of its 
Cordage. The ropes which are most in demand here and which con- 
Stitute a special industry of this region are used principally for tying 
or export over 8,000,000 boxes of oranges, onions, and other fruit 
and vegetables raised on this coast. These ropes are made of esparto 

Panish grass), which grows on the mountain and desert wastes in 
€ Provinces of Murcia, Albacete, Alicante, and Valencia. This 

Tope is put up in bales of 72 ties or loops, which cost about $3.20 
ber bale, supplying sufficient rope for tying 150 boxes of oranges 
Weighing 95 kilos. 
Twine and other cordage are also manufactured from native hemp 

Mixed in different proportions with jute, manila hemp, agave, or 
Tamie, according to the strength and durability required. 

uring 1909, 3,500 tons of raw jute were imported from British 
India and 2,500 tons of jute yarn from Belgium, England, France, 

Germany, in addition to small imports of the other vegetable 
fibers named. 

SWEDEN. 

[By Vice Consul General Wilhelm Hartman, Gothenburg.) 

f The rope used in Sweden is chiefly hemp, manila, and coconut 
er, with a small quantity of cotton. Sisal is evidently not much 

used, unless it be sold under the name of manila. The largest 
(Wantities of hemp come probably from Russia and Prussia, with 

Some from India, New Zealand, and Italy, but the statistics are 
tather unreliable as to the origin of imported goods. For binding 
Wine, sail twine, fishlines, etc., Russian and Italian hemp are used, 
Aaa and cotton. For cheap grades of binder twine jute is also
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30 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

IMPORTS OF CORDAGE AND FIBERS. 

According to the official statistics, the following quantities of cord- 

age and fibers for the manufacture thereof were imported into 

Sweden in 1908: 

  
  

  
  

Articles. Quantity. Value. Articles. Quantity. | Value. 

Cordage: Pounds. Pounds. 

Ope Wari. sail. eceFe 794, 916 972, 474 || Heap GOW. ..2 2 sick ee ewes. 981, 163 $47, 709 

Other— GEGOL dati. Sk ae shige strmees 10, 689, 911 441, 828 

Gi do eee eee ae 84, 588 7,194 || Flax: 
Not tarred. ......... 608, 235 51,332 Uncombed— 

Sail twine and binder twine: Bisciall.n...b+seexad 2, 295, 444 237, 185 

FeSmip OF BAX! ...566025, 264, 553 44, 706 OANOT. fo. ceases 698, 768 96, 987 

Vite esses ck ies. eel 26, 065 2,315 Combed- 

Hemp: . FOUSSIAM< 6 vs wooed 64,975 11, 058 

Uncombed— OUDAP x tisak ania: 104, 340 22, 197 

Manila, .i..-%535 6 « 852, 307 56,985 || Flax tow....-...--.-.. seses| 1,482,987 104, 519 

New Zealand.......- 140, 185 10, 225 || Coconut fiber............... 26, 495 1,127 

OMS. ..5- bck asses 5, 055, 150 807, 259 
Combed— 

Manila cs... 4. eae 80, 394 9, 284 
New Zealand....-..- 105, 646 12, 843             
  

The fiber used in the manufacture of the rope and rope yarn im- 

ported is not specified in the statistics, but it is understood that 

manila rope and yarn are mostly imported. 
The foregoing table shows to a certain extent the quantities of 

fiber needed by the Swedish factories, though, of course, jute and 

flax are used for other purposes than the manufacture of twine. In 

1908 there were in Sweden 26 rope factories, with 455 workmen, and 

the estimated value of their production was $660,151. Two of these 

factories are located in Gothenburg. 

SOURCE OF IMPORTS—-SHARE OF UNITED STATES. 

According to the statistics, the imports of cordage were from the 

following countries, in the order named: Rope yarn, not specified, 
from the United States, Denmark, Great Britain, Germany, inland, 

European Russia, Italy, Belgium, and Norway. 
Other cordage, tarred, was imported from Belgium, Europea? 

Russia, Germany, Finland, Great Britain, Norway, Denmark, and 

the United States; untarred rope from Germany, the United States; 

Great Britain, Denmark, Belgium, Holland, Norway, Italy, France; 

Ireland, European Russia, Finland, and Switzerland. 
Sail twine and binder twine of hemp or flax, not colored, bleached; 

or printed, were imported from Germany, Italy, Belgium, Austri® 

Denmark, Great Britain, Norway, Finland, Switzerland, the United 

States and France, and Japan, and of jute from Great Britain, Det- 

mark, Germany, Norway, and France, 

Thus it can be seen that the United States led with reference 

rope yarn and is in the second place with respect to untarred rop® 
There seems to be a market for American goods of this class, bU 

whether or not the export to Sweden can be increased depends t0 ® 

great deal upon prices, terms, and time of delivery.   
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TURKEY. 

CONSTANTINOPLE. 

[By Deputy Consul General William Smith-Lyte.] 

_ American cordage firms can enter this market if they can compete In price with other countries. Sales direct to dealers are not possible. An agent should be appointed, as is the practice with continental 
firms, and he will canvass the dealers and also keep the American exporter informed as to possible large orders for the admiralty. Of the rope and twine imported England furnishes about 65 per cent, 

ussia 10 per cent, Belgium 9 per cent, and Italy and Germany each 
about 8 per cent. From 800 to 1,000 tons are imported annually. 

SALONIKI. 

[By Consul George Horton.] 

Saloniki purchases annually about 1,200,000 pounds of rope of Ordinary kinds from Servia and Turkey itself, and about 90,000 
Pounds of heavy marine rope from Belgium. There are also sold 
‘nnually in this market about 750,000 pounds of twine from Italy, 
ermany, Austria, and Belgium. The usual terms of payment are 

30 to 90 days’ time, or 8 per cent for cash. The name ‘‘American”’ 
Produces a favorable impression here, and the importers of this city 
Xpress a general desire to get into closer relations with the United 
tates. If American manufacturers can furnish cordage equal in uality to that now selling here and at a lower price they can get the 

ade. Prices c. i. f. Saloniki range as follows: Ordinary rope, 10 
to 12 cents per pound; heavy rope, 15 to 20 cents; twine, 12.7 to 3.5 cents, 

UNITED KINGDOM. 

[By Consul General John L. Griffiths, London.] 

. Manila rope is in very common use in England, and therefore much 
‘1 demand; it is required in all sizes, also in 2, 3, and 4 ply cords, and 
'n 6 and 9 thread lines. Sisal rope is in demand only when cheap ‘hd then mostly in 2, 3, 4, and 6 ply twist. Russian hemp is in good 
“mand and is used largely by the Government; ropes of all sizes are Used, as is also spun yarn in 2,3,and4ply. The cotton rope consumed 
re Is mostly of domestic manufacture and is not greatly in demand; 

's used for driving ropes, and as small lines for boats. Jute rope is 
Mostly of Scotch manufacture and is used in small sizes as pasblag “ord and for baling purposes. 
A Ute twine is also mostly of Scotch manufacture and is in great ~€mand for shop purposes in all the various sizes. American hemp 

Scarcely known here. One dealer when interviewed expressed a “Sire to see a sample of this kind of twine. Ruségian and Italian 
Aue are in good demand in all sizes. There is a fair demand for 
UX Cordage, but it is not much used as a twine; fine qualities are 

ty Ployed for mattress work, while a cheap packing twine is made 
°m the tow. Cotton twine is principally of English manufacture 

good demand, especially by the tea trade. Indian hemp, 
and untarred, is also used to some extent, 

Nd is in 
tarred 
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IMPORTS OF CORDAGE AND TWINE. 

The following table, taken from the annual statement of the trade 

of the United Kingdom with foreign countries and British possessions, 

shows the imports of cordage, cables, ropes, and twines, of hemp, coir, 

or like material, in 1909: 
  

  

  
  

  

  

    
    

  

  

            
      

  

Countries. Quantity. Value. Countries. Quantity. Value 

Cwt. 
Cut. 

Austria-Hungary. ...--.-- 12, 146 $112, 343 || British India.....----.--- 9, 842 $41, 930 

Belgium. ....-..------+---- 43, 351 372,219 || Canada........--.-----+-- 3, 238 26, 104 

WGGNOU.. case ssscsseesee ses 10, 632 100, 615 || Ceylon and dependencies. . 56 243 

Germany ........-.++----> 44,593 418, 154 || Other British possessions - 659 3, 499 

TWGEY ic 03.4 oo anes eons es=-> 8, 811 93, 549 

Netherlands. .....-------- 13, 017 100, 522 MPORRIY s ak tt bs 4e-0% 13, 795 71, 776 

PRIGHS. «2 wi v'get eds e0 = 6, 751 50, 407 a 

United States.......-.--+- 65, 380 417, 278 Grand total........- 221, 033 1, 758, 878 

Other foreign countries. ..- 2, 557 21,515 

MGM So inaceubbaee 207,238 | 1,686, 602 | 
      

  

There is no publication showing the source of cordage according to 

fiber, and no one, not even of those engaged in the business itself, will 

venture to give such an estimated classification. Manila rope, however, 

is made principally in this country; Bombay rope is imported from 

Belgium, and manila rope yarn from the Netherlands and Belgium. 

EXPORTS OF DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES OF CORDAGE, ETC. 

The following table shows the exports of cordage of domesti¢ 

manufacture from the United Kingdom during 1909: 
    

  

  

  

  
  

  

    
  

  
  
  

Countries. Quantity.| Value. Countries. Quantity.) Value. 

Cut. 
Cut. 

Argentina. ........------+++++- 45,719 | $575,371 || Australia. ......---+-+++++---- 32,283 | $453, 412 

Belgium......<..-------+++-- 7, 482 71,591 || British India.........--------- 13, 494 920, 336 

55) pie eg Se airs oer 19,918 | 188,445 || British West Indies......-..-- 4,005 55, 006 

‘te ee ee eer Ce 19,857 | 174,041 || Camada...........----++++++++ 18,733 | 212, 729 

Denmark......--.-----------> 9, 501 80,156 || Cape of Good Hope. .....----- 17, 154 183, 516 

Beypt - ..00-s00eseceooe see eent 13,004 | 105,155 || Natal.......-.-------++----++- 7,030 85, 728 

GaxMADY << «<.qos00sepss.qe%=s 35,578 | 308,337 || Newfoundland..........-.---- 3, 449 33, 073 

Bec aco at alhind.aahid 5,385 | 46,300 || New Zealand. ..........------| 12,934 | 181,949 

Nothorlatids. .:-c--ca2-4-e-~- 5,676 | 58,344 || Straits Settlements... ......... | 8,157 32, 387 

Norway..--.------22--eeee2e° 6, 424 55,979 || Other British possessions.....| 25,546 297, 494 

Bert... ss fase eons + sae wees see 5, 606 53, 789 |__| 

i hae ee 12,512 | 109, 701 cc eens A Sat SR Sa i | 137,085 | 1,755, 600 

Spain h din serie oS ES Sh SSS Cele chmES 8,010 71, 987 
-—= =a 

BOO venias oh beater edema 2}846 | 25,914 Grand total...........-- 396, 821 | 4,294, 018 

Turkey ...--------++-+e02000"- 10, 549 86, 653 

United States......----------- 2,057 27,106 

Uruguay...----------2---000°* 6,250 | 67,829 | 

Other foreign countries. ....... 43,362 | 431,767 

Matiligt-thsccextttarsic: 259,736 (2,538, 415 || 
*: = as tdi. Sd 

on |)       

    

TREND OF THE CORDAGE TRADE, 

The following table, taken from the statistical abstract for the 

United Kingdom, gives the value of cordage, cable, rope, and twine 

imported into and exported from this country from 1900 to 190%; 

inclusive. It is interesting to note the gradual reduction in impo? 

  
    

  

  

a 
SSS 

= = 

Imports. | Exports. I Years. Imports. Exports. 

I 
me 

a Paereenane ness eae ee 

$5, 554, 282 | $2, 542, 556 | MOOG oan aa pie nbn natin $3, 497, 617 $3, 302.0 
4,518, 565 | 2,600,930 || 1906.......------22--2-+- 3,383, 166 | 3)8301 799 
4,547,696 | 2,606,195 || 1907-..2..2..--+-+-2200+ 12,320,226 | 4,308 f9g 
3,326,520 | 3,009,998 || 190S......----2-eeeeeeeees 2) 152,395 | 4,020 45 

8, 759,099 | 3,243, 654 | 1900.22 .2o ese eseeeeeee 1,758,878 | 5200 
  

1 Prior to 1907 coir yarn was included. Coir yarn 1907, $1,384,485; 1908, $1,332,224; 1909, $1,411,275 
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 33 

Most of the foreign rope and twine is purchased through local 
agents representing foreign dealers, but the importer will buy of the 
Individual who sells cheapest, whether he be manufacturer or a com- 
mission agent. There is no prejudice in the cordage trade against 
American-made goods. The source of supply for the English market 
1s determined entirely by considerations of price and quality. One 
dealer remarked ‘‘American goods have a high reputation wherever 
they have been known in this country. The sisal twines which used 
to come here were excellent.” 

In the main the importers are satisfied with the cordage they are 
how buying, but one merchant says that dealers will never be satis- 
fied if they think there is a chance of buying more cheaply, but he 
adds, ‘The market is well served at present,” 

POSSIBILITY OF INCREASING AMERICAN SALES. 

There is undoubtedly an opportunity in England for the sale of 
merican-made cordage, but this opportunity depends entirely upon 

the price and the quality of the pdecines offered. The foregoing table 
of imports shows that the amount of ‘cordage imported from the 
nited States into the United Kingdom is greater than that from any 

Other country, but that the imports from Germany exceed in value 
those from the United States. It appears that American-made 
Inder twine has a large share of the English market. As to whether 

other American-made goods can be sold in England one dealer said, 
Yes, if they can compete against mills with up-to-date machinery, 

girls at about $2.45 per week, men at about $7.30 per week, and 
umped twine from Austria and Germany.” 

usiness in London is very much specialized, and in order to enter 
to successful competition one must accommodate himself to this 
ature. It appears therefore that perhaps the best way to enter the 
hglish market is to do so through a local agent who will give his 

Attention to the particular product of the manufacturer. 

ASIA. 

CHINA. 
[By Consul General George Anderson, Hongkong.]} 

The cordage trade of China is of an uncertain nature. On the 
Whole, the imports have increased materially, showing that in “—_ 

discouragements the sale of foreign-made rope is growing. Values 
*Ve varied so greatly, however, that it is difficult to make a fore- 

fast of future business, for, as in cottons, food products, and many 
ther staple articles, the Chinese are independent of the world, 
‘nd when the price of foreign goods rises above that at which 

® Chinese can produce goods of the same sort or a substitute 
‘refor, they simply stop buying foreign goods and use those of 

Native production. 
9 2 1907 the imports of cordage of all kinds into China amounted to 
6 1243 pounds, valued by the Imperial Maritime Customs at $112,- 

» OF 12 cents gold per pound; in 1908 the imports were 933,300 
. Pounds, valued at $79,103, or about 8.4 cents per pound; and in 
9: 1,177,689 pounds, valued at $160,946, or 13.7 cents per pound. 
. ‘sures for 1910 can not yet be had, but it is known that the trade was 
Atisfactory in spite of local drawbacks. 

S
S
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34 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 

SOURCES OF SUPPLY—CHARACTER OF ROPE IN DEMAND. 

Of the cordage trade in China at present, Hongkong, mostly with 
its own product, supplies about 50 per cent. Great Britain fur- 
nishes about 16 per cent, Japan 10 per cent, and Germany 7 per 
cent. The United States in 1906 had about 12 per cent of the direct 
import trade, but in the past four years has averaged about 7 per 
cent, though some of the imports credited as from Hongkong were in 
reality American goods. It should be added, also, that the con- 
sumption of rope in Hongkong for shipping or refitting in the port 
is probably as great as all China’s consumption of the foreign prod- 
uct, and the United States has a part, though small, of this-business. 
Of the imports of cordage into China proper, about 57 per cent goes 

to Shanghai, 15 per cent to Tientsin, 12 per cent to Hankow, and 
less than 4 per cent each to all other ports. 

The demand in China for high-priced, high-grade cordage is limited 

to foreign ships in the Chinese trade and to foreign enterprises accus- 
tomed to using foreign materials generally. The Chinese, both in 
their shipping or junk trade and in many lines of industry use enor- 
mous quantities of cordage of many varieties and grades, ranging 
in cost from 1.5 cents per pound up. Most of this cordage, however, 
is not well suited to the uses to high it is put. Possibly the great 

bamboo hawsers used to drag boats up the gorges of the Yangste have 
merits over hemp ropes, but for ordinary junk purposes the ropes used 
are cheap but exceedingly flimsy, and more than one serious accident 
in shipping and industry in the Far Kast has been due to such imperfect 
and unreliable materials. However, practical rope men in the Kast 
claim that the Chinese prefer their own rope. It is poor but it 18 
cheap, and the natives know its peculiarities and can get along with it- 

As opposed to this opinion of rope manufacturers, an importing 
firm Seki with Chinese shipping in other lines is of the opinion that 

something may be done in the cheap grades, such as a rope worth about 

5 cents gold per pound in the Chinese market. This rope, according 0 
local rope manufacturers, will come into competition with Chinese 

made rope that can be bought for 3 to 4 cents loval currency (1.32 60 
1.76 cents gold) per pound. 

HONGKONG ROPE FACTORY. 

There is a large and flourishing rope factory in Hongkong owned 

by the Hongkong Rope Manufacturing Co. (Ltd.). It has been estab- 

lished for 27 years and is one of the standard industries of the colony: 

It is equipped with the latest and most improved American machinery, 

and as it saves freight on raw material to the extent represented by 
the difference between freight from the Philippines to Hongkong any 

from the Philippines to New York and also employs cheap and @ 

cient Chinese Labor, it has an immense advantage in this market. O2 

the whole, it may be said to dominate the rope market of the Far 

East. The management of this firm states that for many years It 

endeavored to provide a rope that would attract the trade of Chines® 

junk men, but in spite of the low cost of the product it manufacture 

and in spite of the fact that the flimsy nature of most Chinese rope 

- 

makes its use in no sense economical, the efforts were without succes* . 

Nevertheless, if foreign rope can be sold to the Chinese at a price 

which A! grommet an actual saving to them in the long run, persiste? 

effort will doubtless lead to a satisfactory trade. 
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 385 

TIENTSIN. 

[By Consul General 8. 8S. Knabenshue.] 

This section grows jute, from which the natives make rope and 
Cordage of all kinds, consequently there is no market whatever among 
hinese for foreign rope or twine. So low is the wage rate among the 

Chinese that the imported article has no chance. A local firm repre- 
Senting an American manufacturer states that it finds it impossible 
to do business. The firm was asked to bid on a rather large order 
for manila rope and obtained a bid from an American firm by cable, 
ut it was far above the price quoted by the successful bidder. 
fforts have been made to create a market here for Dundee manu- 

factures, but without success. 

ANTUNG. 

[By Consul E. Carleton Baker.] 

Rope and twine are manufactured here to a great extent and the 
Prices of the native product are so low that the foreign article can 
‘carcely compete. The Japanese import a small quantity of rope 
and twine from Japan, Korea, and Dalny, but their goods have almost 
NO sale among the Chinese on account of the cheapness of the native 
Product. 

JAPAN. 

YOKOHAMA, - 
[By Consul General Thomas Sammons.] 

The use of imported rope in Japan is very limited, twisted straw 
straw rope being employed very extensively for all purposes except 
; connection with ships. This straw rope is used in all parts of 
“pan, and is employed instead of steel or wire bands for binding 

*ases for export as well as for local shipping, for the tying together 
ef Scaffolding poles, and for all mee purposes for which rope is 
heeded. 
Ty imported rope, manila and sisal from San Francisco and Hong- 
fare are in most common use, no Russian hemp or jute being 
- Ported. A small amount of cotton rope is made in Tokyo, but not 

Sullicient quantity to be worthy of consideration. On the other 
the a very large amount of cheap manila rope is manufactured, and 

S dominates the Japanese market. Manila fiber rope composes the 
gicst importation, the sources being San Francisco and Hongkong. 
mF is imported from the Philippines and a little is made in 

i me 'mported twine English flax and American cotton are the most 
* prtant. Some American hemp twine is imported, but the amount 
wall that 1t 1s not mentioned separately in the statistics. No 

tan or Italian hemp or jute is imported. 

AMERICAN GOODS TOO COSTLY FOR MARKET. 

dhere is absolutely no prejudice against American goods, and they 
Pate erred, but owing to the present market conditions, high freight 
Rood. ete., it does not pay the importer to deal largely in this class of 

8. The market at present is not encouraging; there is too much 
hee Tope made in Japan. The Japanese buy twice rather than pay 

igher price. 
sisal ere is a large export market for Japanese-made manila and 

Tope, the most going to South America and northern China.
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36 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 

The importation of raw cotton into Japan is very large and much 
cheap cotton twine is manufactured at Osaka and Tokyo. 

The Japanese in tying up an ordinary package use a cloth called 
‘‘furoshiki” folded over the goods with the corners tied in a knot, 
or a cheaply made cotton tape. Twine is more often found in the 
stores catering to foreign trade, thus not generally being used out- 
side of large commercial centers. 

KOBE. 

[From Consul David F. Wilber.] 

The following table shows the imports of rope and twine into 
Japan in 1909, by articles and by countries: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

          
  

Articles and countries. Quantity. | Value. Articles and countries. | Quantity. | Value. 

| —— 

Twine: Rope: 
Jute— Pounds. | Manila hemp— Pounds. 

2) ne 7,954 $348 || ATIOPION. «4s <naydcinn 1,589 $325 
ei: EP pe 840 61 || UI. cgdies steve’ 23, 442 2, 420 
Pnglands. ss<dewses 1,340 223 || NORWO9. 14 «++ 00-500 6, 033 916 

Hemp— Germany.....--.-.. 6, 352 1, 711 
je 2, 427 133 || Gadi. és. ecvseaakes 46, 196 4, 311 
England.....- ekwes 4, 452 914 Hemp— 
America.......--..+: 5 1 | Norway..........-- 6, 197 1, 295 

ON bith: Gy vas ewes 19, 761 1, 450 
| Germany..........- 4,534 860 

— 

KOREA. 

[By Vice Consul General Ozro C. Gould, Seoul.] 

Foreign-made rope has only a limited market in Korea, Japanesé 
and native-made straw rope serving most of the purposes for which 
rope is used. In the first six months of 1910, 2,527,700 pounds 0 

straw rope, valued at $50,402, were entered, principally from Japams 
and all other cordage imported amounted to only 65,300 pounds; 

valued at $9,898. From these figures the value of the straw rop® 
per pound appears to be but two-fifteenths of other cordage; at 
the item of cost is very important to native and Japanese consumer! 
There is a large native production of straw rope. ; 

The demand for foreign rope is principally from mining companies 
most of which are American concerns, and occasionally from Germah 

English, or Japanese vessels calling at Korean ports, and is practi 

cally limited to manila rope. The demand is so small and irregulat 
that the importers prefer to buy from wholesale houses in Japad ° 
China, which carry a good stock. 

INDIA. 

KARACHI. 
[By Consul Stuart K. Lupton.] 

Manila rope is imported into this district almost entirely from 7 
United Kingdom; a small quantity of cotton rope is bought, but oe 

bulk of the business is in jute, both rope and twine, brought in £70 9 

Calcutta. The imports of manila rope during the fiscal year 1 6 

amounted to 450 tons, of which the United Kingdom furnished 4 

tons. During the same period the imports of jute rope were 9; i 
tons. The only prejudice against American goods is that regi" 
tions for Government contracts, which embrace a large portion 
the imports, require British-made goods if possible. Importe 
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would doubtless buy American goods if they could get better prices 
and terms than from other countries. Although through freight 
Tates are about the same, transportation facilities from America are 
hot so good as from other countries, as sailings from America to 

arachi are infrequent. 
RANGOON. 

[By Consul Maxwell K. Moorhead.] 

Manila, coir, jute, and cotton rope, and jute, Italian hemp, and 
Cotton twine are in use here. Purchases are made from India, 

Ina, and Kurope, importers preferring to buy direct from manu- 
Acturers. The total imports of rope and twine during the year 
ended March 31, 1910, were valued at $446,925, of which the United 
tates furnished $45,397. A large amount of rope is imported from 
¢ United States for use in oil-drilling operations. 

SIAM. 

[By Consul General G, Cornell Tarler, Bangkok.] 

. The imports of cordage, rope, cable, and twine, other than wire rope, 
Mito Siam during the fiscal year ended March 31, 1910, were valued 
&t $95,609. Manila, cotton, and coconut rope are in use, but im- 
ports of twine are small. Purchases are made chiefly from Hong- 
‘Ong and Singapore. The price of manila rope is 35 to 55 ticals, 
“tton 10 to 35 ticals, and coconut 20 to 25 ticals per picul (tical=37 
“ents, picul=133$ pounds). These prices are free of freight, but Melude an ad valorem duty of 3 per cent. 
0 mporters prefer to buy through export commission houses. 
ging to their transportation facilities, which allow quicker delivery, 
gapore and Hongkong have a distinct advantage in the trade, 
nd as importers are satisfied with the cordage they are now buying, 

there is no demand for American-made rope and twine. 

BRITISH NORTH BORNEO. 

[By Consul Orlando H. Baker, Sandakan.] 

urchases of manila and coir rope and twine are now made princi- 
Pally from the Straits Settlements, Philippine Islands, and India, 
ind freight rates on American goods would probably prevent their 

Portation. No statistics of imports are available. 

P 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 

[By Consul General James T, DuBois, Singapore.] 

ite Principal import of cordage is oiled manila rope, purchased 
im Ngland, India, Hongkong, and America. The chief drawback to 
ppports from the United States is the time required for delivery. 
wh; imports of manila cordage in 1909 were valued at $101 ,112, of 

ch the United States furnished $1,363. 

JAVA. 

[By Consul B. 8, Rairden, Batavia.] 

ative-made jute rope is in common use in Java. The small marker e manila rope used is imported from the Philippines. The or cordage and twine, in general, is poor. Statistics of Ports are not available.
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TURKEY IN ASIA. 

[By Consul General Ernest L. Harris, Smyrna.] 

The imports of manila and sisal rope into Smyrna are valued at 

about $50,000 annually. Purchases are made from the United King- 

dom, Belgium, Italy, and the United States. Freights from the first 

three countries named are lower and favor their trade. There are 

also more frequent sailings and less delay in transit. Importers are 

paying from $8.50 to $10.95 per hundredweight for manila rope and 

$8 to $8.50 for sisal, c. i. f. Smyrna. 

OCEANIA. 
AUSTRALIA. 

[By Vice Consul General Henry D, Baker, Sydney.] 

Rope and twine are extensively used in Australia, but at present 

the market is practically monopolized by local, New Zealand, an 

British manufacturers. The imports of metal cordage, rope, am 

twine have been much larger than the imports of such products made@ 

of fiber, owing to the fact that wire products are much used for mining 

purposes, for hauling timber and heavy loads, ete. As there is no 

duty on rope and twine made of metal, while there is a duty 0? 

cordage and twine made from vegetable fiber, there is naturally @ 

better opportunity here for sale of American wire rope and twine 

than for vegetable fiber products, which well-protected local manu 

facturers are perhaps able to sell to the best advantage. 

IMPORTS OF METAL AND FIBER CORDAGE AND TWINE, 

In 1909 the imports of metal cordage, rope, and twine into the 

Commonwealth amounted to 48,116 hundredweight, valued ® 
$409,097, of which the United Kingdom furnished $392,687, the 
United States $12,195, Germany $3,309, and other countries, includ 

ing New Zealand and Belgium, the remainder. The total imports of 

reaper and binder twine during the same year were 22,114 hundree 

weight, valued at $251,126, of which New Zealand furnished $84,320 

the United Kingdom $136,953, and the United States $25,150, the 

remainder coming from other countries. 
An important use of cordage and twine in Australia is for nets and 

netting for fishing and rabbit trapping, for fishhooks, and floats of 

fishing nets. When proof is offered that they are used for such pur 
oses they are subject to a duty of 5 per cent instead of 25 per cent. 
he imports in 1909 of cordage for such purposes were valued ® 

$59,838, most of which was furnished b the nited Kingdom, the 
United States furnishing only $141 Soith The imports of cordag® 
rope, and twine for other purposes than those already mentione 

amounted in 1909 to $469,559, of which the United Kingdom J 
nished $425,001, India $10,628, the United States $12,648, Germaly 
$8,054, Austria-Hungary $3,212, and other countries $10,016. frowt 

The materials for fiber rope and twine are imported chiefly 
Manila, New Zealand, Russia, Italy, and Ireland, but, as already 
stated, the goods in their manufactured form, besides being ™ 
locally at factories in Melbourne, Adelaide, and Sydney, are imp? le 
mostly from the United Kingdom and New Zealand. As ® po 
importers prefer to buy direct from manufacturers, and if quality 
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and price are satisfactory would as soon buy from the United States 
as elsewhere. However, the tariff preference in favor of the United 

ngdom gives British manufacturers an advantage. 

BOUNTIES FOR PRODUCTION OF HEMP AND FLAX, 

The government of the Commonwealth in an endeavor to encourage 
the production of hemp and flax in Australia for export in the raw 
State as well as for use in local manufacture of cordage, pays bounties 
for such purposes, but out of £24,000 ($116,796) available for such 
purposes, since the Bounties Act went into effect in 1907, only £246 

as so far been claimed and awarded. Some experiments have been 
made in Queensland in sisal hemp production, which indicate that 
In the future this may become an important industry. This will 
pend chiefly on its relative profitableness as compared with sugar 

srowing in the same districts. Where the experiment has been tried 
recently the profit has been from $34 to $45 per acre, independent of 
the bonus given by the government. The decorticating machinery 
Used in this experiment was of American make. 
One of the most important uses of twine in Australia has been for 

Stitching bales of wool, but owing to complaints from buyers that 
Tous material from twine became mixed with the wool, improved 

Methods of gripping and packing the wool in bales are now being 
Ned, with a great saving in twine as a result, as nine bales can now 
© treated with about the same quantity of twine as was formerl 

Used on one bale. Twine, especially Russian hemp, is also ra | 
Used in Australia for stitching grain bags, the wheat crop of the 
“ountry being shipped in bags instead of in bulk as in most other 
Countries. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

[By Vice Consul General L, A. Bachelder, Auckland.] 

The total imports of cordage into New Zealand in 1909 amounted 
© 4,264 hundredweight, valued at $67,522. The demand for rope 

er than that of domestic manufacture is very limited on account 
the high cost as compared with the home products. New Zealand 

Ors large quantities of flax and has raw material for its factories. 
_ cordage imported in 1909, 3,917 hundredweight came from e nited Kingdom and only 90 hundredweight from the United 
— The cordage imported consisted principally of small sizes, 
os sash cord and picture cord and hemp stuff suitable for rat- 

‘’.2nd for use in sail making.. The tariff favors home production, 
‘nd in the import trade gives a preference to the United Kingdom. 

SOCIETY ISLANDS, 

[By Consul North Winship, Tahiti.] 

wianila Tope is most commonly used in the Society Islands, and 
Sigg) Some Kussian hemp is also used, there is no demand for jute, 
he’ °r cotton. Only cotton and American hemp twine are used. 

pends ; spun 
he 2 a-n 1a j € 1 of thiz oo Samad cotton fishline, 26,000 pounds. Practically all 
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40 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 

AFRICA. 

ALGERIA. 

[By Consul Albert W. Robert, Algiers.] 

France practically controls the rope and twine trade in Algeria. 

In 1909 France furnished 1,423 of 1,475 tons of rope imported and 

304 of 315 tons of twine. The dominance of the trade by France is 

due to the absence of duties on imports from that country. More- 

over, transportation facilities favor ious. Twine importations are 

confined to branch houses of French manufacturing firms. No prej- 

udice exists against American rope, which is preferred whenever price 

permits. 
EGYPT. 

[By Vice Consul General Edward Bell, Cairo.] 

Imports of rope into Kgypt are valued at about $1,000,000 annu- 

ally. Purchases are made chiefly from Italy and Germany. Im- 

porters prefer to buy from manufacturers represented by an import 

commission agent inEgypt. While buyers are satisfied with the goods 

now handled, they would give preference to American goods if 0 

equal quality and lower in price. Freight rates favor both Germaai 

and Italy, particularly the latter. Sales of American goods wl 

depend entirely on the ability of American goods to compete with 

those from Italy in quality and price. 

MADAGASCAR. 

[By Consul James G. Carter, Tamatave.] 

Oiled manila and hemp rope and jute twine are in common use in 

this country and are purchased through export commission houses #2 

France. The latter country enjoys a tariff preference and bette 

transportation facilities than other countries. No separate custom 

statistics are kept of the amount of the different kinds of rope and 

twine imported. The average purchaser or seller of rope anid twine 

in Madagascar either is French or represents some French house, 2? 

naturally gives preference to goods coming from France unless ve. 

strong inducements are offered from another country. 

PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 

[By Consul George A. Chamberlain, Lourenco Marquez.] 

Manila rope is in good demand in Portuguese East Africa, but very 

little cotton rope is used. The principal buying market is the Unite 

Kingdom. Large purchases are aml made direct from the man! 

facturer, and uaailce ones through commission houses. There is 2° 

prejudice against American goods, and if the quality is better, #%” 

prices favorable, orders are likely to go to the United States. eps 

rate import statistics for rope and twine are not available. : 

basis for calculation it may be stated that the largest importing fir 
: , 8 : t 

purchases about 30 tons of manila rope, 6 tons of coir, and smtp 
an 

. 

quantities of rope yarn, marline, fishing line, etc., annually. 

rope is quoted at $7.30 per hundredweight and coir at $5.11 f. 0 

British ports, and seaming twine at 6 cents per pound. 
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SOUTH AFRICA, 

CAPE COLONY. 

[By Vice Consul General George L. Foster, Cape Town.] 

Manila and sisal rope are both handled in South Africa, but the 
bulk of the trade is in mixed manila, for which the importer pays, in 
the case of American-made rope, $6.20 per 100 moe» f. o. b. New 
York. Jute, Italian hemp, flax, and cotton twine are said to be sold 
in this market. In 1909 cordage and rope, not including wire rope, 

‘Was imported into British South Africa to the value of $172,756, of 
Which $163,664 came from the United Kingdom, $5,032 from the 
United States, and the remainder principally from India, Germany, 
and Norway. 

_ The terms of payment are usually draft with bill of lading either at 
Sight or up to 120 days dating. It is usual for the importers to buy 
through an American commission house or a London house with 
Whom they make such terms as can be agreed upon. The tendency 
how is toward importing direct from the manufacturers, which is 
eing encouraged by American firms. ‘The shipper prepays all 
eight charges, which are added to the amount of the invoices 

Tendered to the importer. Prices are usually quoted f. 0. b. American 
port. 

There is apparently no obstacle in the way of American manufac- 
turers increasing their business in this country if they can compete 
M quality and price with manufacturers in other countries. 

NATAL. 

[By Consul Edwin S. Cunningham, Durban.] 

. There is a considerable demand at this port for manila rope, which 
18 required by vessels calling here, and also a demand for tarred 

USsian hemp, jute, and flax seaming twine. 
Cordage and rope were imported in 1909 to the amount of 5,211 

hundredweight, valued at $49,262, of which the United Kingdom 
Supplied 4,875 hundredweight, valued at $46,304; India, 178 hundred- 
Weight, valued at $822; United States, 85 hundredweight, valued 
~ $652; Norway, 44 hundredweight, valued at $1,183; Germany, 

3 hundred weight, valued at $243, and all other countries, 6 hundred- 
Weight, valued at $58. 

diversity of opinion was expressed by importers as to the best 
Method of buying, whether from the manufacturer direct or through 
im mission house. It would seem best therefore to interest the 
eorter and leave to him to determine whether the order shall be 

Placed with the manufacturer direct or through a commission house. 
‘ere Is no reason why this district should not present reasonable 

“—. ects for the sale of limited quantities of American rope. The 
'Bht rate from New York’ to this port is the same as from re 

1e 
0 M . 

rs) far article. Many vessels plying between the East and t 
ted States call at Durban for bunkers, and they are accustomed 

if fo ® brighter and much lighter-colored manila rope and prefer it, 
tno other reason, to the British-made article. One firm stated 

at it would consider the importation of American manila rope if 
Ser yy were satisfactory. This firm is now paying 7 cents, less 2} 

» per pound for pure manila English-made rope. 
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FOREIGN TARIFFS. 

The following statement of the rates of duty on cordage, which is 
based principally on data supplied by consuls, does not cover all 
foreign countries. These notes have been verified and arranged by 
the Division of Foreign Tariffs of the Bureau of Manufacturers. 
Information regarding the rates in countries not given in the state- 
ment will be supplied by this bureau upon request. 

In all the countries mentioned in this statement, except France, 
cordage imported from the United States is subject to the same rates 
of duty as cordage from any other foreign country. In some of the 
foreign colonial possessions, imports from the mother country are 
admitted either free of customs duty, as in the French colonies, or at 
preferential rates, as in the British colonies. The United Kingdom 
and the Netherlands admit cordage free of duty. In some other coun- 
tries cordage imported for certain purposes, such as rigging of ships 
or for binders, is admitted either free of duty or at reduced rates. 

Owing to the similar tariff systems in the various British and French 
colonies, the treatment of these groups follows that of the mother 
country, irrespective of continent. 

Equivalents of foreign weights and measures are generally stated 
in the text. The kilo is equal to 2.2046 pounds and the meter to 
39.37 inches. 

NORTH AMERICA, 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 

The following table gives the rates of import duty on ropes and 
twines in the Dominican Republic: 

Packthread, whipcord, and wrapping twine of cotton, or any cotton cord or 
string, twisted or not, weighing over 50 grams per 100 meters....kilo net.. $0. 15 

Cotton rope and cordage.........-......+....--.-++---------100 kilos gross. . 12, 00 
Yarns, twines, rope, cords, twisted of two or more ends, of flax, hemp, ramie, or 

other vegetable fibers, not elsewhere provided for: 
(a) Weighing up to 30 grams per 100 meters..................-- kilo net.. +59 
(b) Weighing over 30 grams, but not more than 250 grams, per 100 me- 5 

es ae ee eee Pe ee ee eee kilo net.. > ie 
(c) Weighing over 250 grams per 100 meters. ................ kilo gross. . J 

HONDURAS. 

Cordage to be used on ships is dutiable in Honduras at about 0.7 
cent per pound. Hemp cordage not. more than one-fourth inch ” 
diameter is dutiable at about 1.8 cents per pound. Hemp cordage 
of a greater diameter is dutiable at 3.5 cents per pound. The duty 
on both cotton twine and hemp twine is 7 cents per pound. Mapl# 
rope is dutiable at 0.7 cent per pound. 
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 43 

MEXICO. 

Under the Mexican tariff, rope of cotton, aloe, hemp, and similar 
fibers, measuring 3 or more centimeters in diameter, is dutiable at 9 
centavos per kilo (2 cents per pound). Cordage and twine of hemp, 
Jute, aloe, and similar vagotate fibers, except cotton and linen, not 
exceeding 1 centimeter in diameter, is dutiable at 14 centavos per 
kilo (3.2 cents per pound); similar cordage measuring from 1 to 3 
Centimeters in diameter is dutiable at 9 centavos per kilo (2 cents 
per pound). 

PANAMA. 

Cordage and twines of all kinds, upon importation into Panama, 
are subject to an ad valorem duty of 124 per cent. 

SOUTH AMERICA, 

BRAZIL. 

The Brazilian duty on ropes of all kinds 1s about 14 cents per pound; 
°n plain twine, 24 cents per pound; and on colored and fancy twine, 

3 cents per pound. 
CHILE. 

. In the Chilean tariff cordage measuring more than 30 millimeters 
N circumference, tarred or not, is dutiable at 0.15 peso per kilo, or 
‘out 2.5 cents per pound. Plain twine pays 0.35 peso per kilo, or 
Scents per pound. Tarred twine is dutiable at 0.28 peso per kilo, 

°r 4.6 cents per pound. 
ECUADOR. 

ki Manila and sisal ropes are dutiable at 5 centavos (2.4 cents) per 
Mo in Ecuador. Twines are dutiable at 10 centavos (4.9 cents) per 

%. In addition there are surtaxes amounting to 110 per cent of 
the duty. 

PARAGUAY. 

Cordage and twines imported into Paraguay are subject to a duty 
f 35 per cent ad valorem, based on fixed valuations, which are as 
ollows per pound: For cotton twine, 19.7 cents; for binder twine, 8.7 
“ents; and for tarred twine, 17.5 cents. All other twines have a val- 
Ation of 15.3 cents for tariff purposes. The valuation for jute 
pe is 7.9 cents, for hemp rope 13.1 cents, and for ropes of other 
dapetials 10.9 cents. A surtax of 4 per cent is to be added to the 

y. 
URUGODAY. 

fa Uruguay the duty on tarred, manila, white hemp, and similar 
ieee 18 0.06 peso per kilo (2.8 cents per pound). The duty on binder 

om 1s about 2 cents per pound. Cotton and hemp twines are 
Wable at 0.30 peso per kilo (14 cents per pound) for cotton twine, 

‘20 peso per kilo (9.2 cents per pound) for hemp twine. 

VENEZUELA. 

ae ‘i esau duties on ropes and twines imported into Venezuela 
. “8 Tollow 

Per cent of the duty, 

E
a
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44 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN: COUNTRIES, 

EUROPE. 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

The duties imposed by Austria-Hungary on cordage are as follows: 
[Crown= 20.3 cents.] 

  
  

Rates of duty in crowns 
per 100 kilos. 
  

  

    

Articles. 
Conven- 

General. | ‘tional. 

Cordage: a 
Ropes, cables, and cords, 5mm. or more in diameter, bleached or tarred or not. TS |. .s0a<ceuene 

Round rope, 3 cm. or more in diameter, bleached or tarred or not......-.--.-|.....+++++-- 12 

Other ropes, cables, and cords, 5 mm. or more in diameter, bleached or tarred |...........- 15 
OP MOUs cicccccsasne cscs ddudebuss sa0th sues 0 Ses Ceeiwertedert sos eest 1erSeeees 

Cord less than 5 mm. in diameter, and twine: 
Not prepared for retail sale. ... ... .. <0. coos sce cs see sess dees ence ses +++eseeeee AS" |. weve ene 

Prepared for retail sale (in hanks, ete.), more than 1 mm. in diameter........ 48 | 43 

Prepared for retail sale, 1 mm. in diameter or less............-------+++++++++ 83. |. ccecascuen 
  

  

Imports from the United States are admitied at the conventional 

rates. 
FRANCE AND FRENCH COLONIES. 

The duty in France, in Algeria, and in such of the French colonies 

as are subject to the French tariff,’ is given in the following table: 
pian ___.__ eee 

  

  

  

    

  

Rates of duty in francs 
, per 100 kilos. 

_ Articles, Serie. 1 tie 
. General | Minimum 

tariff. tariff. 

867 | Glazed yarns, twine, cordage, of hemp, linen, 
ramie, jute, New Zealand flax, manila 
hemp, or other vegetable fibers not speci- 
ied, pure or mixed: 
Twine or glazed yarns, single or single- 

twisted, measuring to the kilo— 
Unbleached— 

In skeins— 
200 meters or legs... c. as coase 38.00 25. 00 
More than 200 but not exceed- 

ing. 600 meters....+<..25.: +... 45. 00 30. 00 
More than 500 but not exceed- 

ing 1,000 meters... /.... 45... 52. 00 35. 00 
More than 1,000 but not ex- 

ceeding 2,000 meters. ........ 60. 00 40. 00 
More than 2,000 but not ex- 

ceeding 4,000 meters......... 74. 00 45. 00 
More than 4,000 meters: Duti- 

able as twisted yarn [accord- 
ing to kind of fiber). 

In balls: Rates applicable to that in 
skeins, increased 20 per cent. 

Bleached or dyed— 
In skeins: Rates applicable to wn- 

bleached in skeins, increased 80 
per cent. 

In balls: Rates applicable to un- 
bleached twine in balls, increased 
25 per cent. 

Cordage of double-twisted yarn, and ¢ca- 
bles, glazed or not, tarred or not, of a 
diameter of— 

10 mm. or less— 
Unbleached: Rates applicable to 

unbleached twine in skeins, in- 
creased 35 per cent. 

Bleached or dyed: Rates applica- 
ble to cordage of wnbleached 
twisted yarn, increased 30 per 
cent. 

More than 10 mm.— 
WMDIOSGHEG. 2... . sw seesscce eee 30. 00 20. 00 
Bleached or dyed... .ca...cesssecee 39. 00 26. 00       
  

  

Rates of duty in dollars 
per 100 pounds. 

General Minimum 
tariff. tariff. 

ome ae _ 

3. 33 2.19 

3.94 2, 68 

4, 56 3. 06 

5.25 3. 50 

6.47 3,04 

1.75 
g. % 9. 99 

3. 42 bie   a 
; t el ut 

1B. he or Tariff of France (published by the Bureau of Manufactures as Tariff Series No. 25), PP 
q 
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 45 

5 The rates in the general column apply to the products of the United 
tates. 
Guadelowpe.—Cordage imported from France and other French col- 

Onies is admitted free of duty, while cordage from foreign countries is 
Subject to the rates of the French tariff. In addition to the import 
duty cordage is subject to the following octroi de mer, which applies 

to imports from all countries, including France and the other French 
colonies: Tarred cordage, 7 francs per 100 kilos (61.3 cents per 
100 pounds); other cordage, 10 francs per 100 kilos (87.5 cents per 
100 pounds); twine of all kinds, including fishing lines, 12 frances 
Per 100 kilos ($1.05 per 100 pounds). 

French Oceania.—Cordage of all kinds and dimensions imported into 
the French Settlements in Oceania (not including New Caledonia) is 

dutiable at 10 francs per 100 kilos (87.5 cents per 100 pounds), 
esides paying an octroi de mer of 13 francs per 100 kilos ($1.14 per 

100 pounds). Cotton fish lines pay an octroi of 20 francs ($1.75 per 

100 pounds) and hemp fish lines 30 frances per 100 kilos ($2.625 per 

100 pounds). Imports from France and French colonies are exempt 
tom import duties, but not from the octroi de mer. 

St. Prerre Island.—Cotton lines are subject to a duty of 3 francs 
er 100 kilos, or 26.3 cents per 100 pounds, when imported into St. 
ierre, All other cordage is dutiable under the rates of the tariff of 
tance, There is in addition a very slight statistical surtax. 

GERMANY. 

Cotton rope, string, cord, and twine more than 1 millimeter in 
thickness are dutiable in Germany at 40 marks per 100 kilos ($4.32 

Per 100 pounds). Cordage of all kinds made of hemp, jute, ramie, 

ete., 5 millimeters or more in diameter, is dutiable at 10 marks per 
100 kilos ($1.08 per 100 pounds); the same, measuring from 1 to 5 
Mhillimeters in diameter, is dutiable at 24 marks per 100 kilos ($2.59 
Per 100 pounds) in the general tariff and at 22 marks per 100 kilos 

($2.38 per 100 pounds) in the conventional tariff. Imports from the 
hited States are admitted at the conventional rates. 

ITALY. 

Cordage of hemp, flax, jute, etc., more than 2 millimeters in thick- 
hess, is dutiable in Italy at 14 lire per 100 kilos ($1.23 per 100 ounds). 

Ordage of the same materials, 2 millimeters or less in thickness, is 
Utiable at 25 lire per 100 kilos ($2.19 per 100 pounds). 

NORWAY. 

Tn Norway twine is rated for import duty according to thickness 
4nd material; linen and hemp twine pay from 6 to 9 gre per kilo (73 

Cents to $1.09 per 100 pounds). Rope pays 7 gre if untarred, and 
Gre per kilo if tarred (85 and 73 cents, respectively, per 100 pounds), 

RUSSIA. 

qyctbles, rope, and twine of jute, hemp, flax, and other vegetable 

ers, except cotton, are dutiable under the Russian tariff at $1.50 

ie 100 pounds. Binder twine of manila hemp, when imported with 
: © binder, is admitted free of duty in amounts up to 1,083 pounds for 
ach binder. This provision for the free admission of binder twine is 
ne in effect until April 14, 1912. Cables, ropes, and cords of 
Otton are dutiable at $15.69 per 100 pounds when unbleached.
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46 CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

SPAIN. 

Cordage of hemp, linen, jute, and other vegetable fibers, weighing 
from 5 to 50 grams per 10 meters, is in Spain dutiable at 30 pesetas 
per 100 kilos ($2.63 per 100 pounds). Cordage weighing over 50 
grams per 10 meters is dutiable at 20 pesetas per 100 kilos ($1.75 per 
100 pounds). Cotton cordage is dutiable at 25 pesetas per 100 kilos 
($2.19 per 100 pounds). 

TURKEY. 

- Cordage and twine of all kinds are dutiable at 11 per cent ad valorem 
on importation into Turkey. 

UNITED KINGDOM AND BRITISH COLONIES. 

The United Kingdom admits cordage free of duty. Ad valorem 
duties prevail in most of the British colonies. All kinds of rope, cord, 
and twine pay 5 per cent in British India. In British Honduras the 
duty is 124 per cent ad valorem. In British North Borneo twines pay 
10 per cent and cords and ropes pay 5 percent. In the Straits Settle 
ments there is no duty on any kind of cordage. 

Australia.—In Australia minor articles of cordage for use in the 
manufacture of fishing nets, such as seine twine, etc., are admitted 
free, provided security is given by the owners that the twines will be 
used for fishing nets only, and that evidence of such use shall be giveD 
later. Reaper and binder twine pay 5 shillings ($1.22) per hundred- 
weight of 112 pounds. All other cordage and twine, including mad- 
ufactures, excepting tennis nets, pay 25 per cent ad valorem. | 

Canada.—iImports from the United States into Canada are dutl 
able under the general tariff. The British preferential rates apply t? 
imports from most of the British possessions as well as from Great 
Britain. N. o. p. means ‘‘not otherwise provided for” in the tariff. 

    

  

      

Seen Pa eet 2s Sera): ee A = Eo SSS 

British prefer- | Intermediate | q, iff. 
sian ential tariff. tariff. | General tar 

Binder twine or twine for harvest binders...............| Free.......... PPOs oi. sce. Free. 
Sail twine and canvas, of hemp or flax, when to be used | Ad valorem. Ad valorem, Ad valorem. 

for boats’ and ships’ sails... .............s0ssseeesceen 5 per cent..... 5 per cent..... 5 per cent. 
Twine and cordage of all kinds, n. 0. p........ aaeeeses 5 20 per cent....} 224 per cent...| 25 per cent. 
Bank, cod, pollack, and mackerel fish lines; and mack- 

erel, herring, salmon, seal, seine, mullet, net and trawl 
twine in hanks or coil, barked or not, in variety of sizes 
and threads, including gilling thread in balls, and head 
ropes for fishing nets; manila rope, not exceeding 14 
inches in circumference, for holding traps in the lob- 
ster fishery; barked marline, and net norsels of cotton, 
hemp, or flax; and fishing nets or seines, when used 
exclusively for the fisheries, not toinciude hooks, lines, 
or nets commonly used for sportsmen’s purposes... ... Lo a BPO. cceccecks Free. 

ee   

1 The intermediate tariff rates on cordage are not in force. 

Newfoundland.—Cordage is subject to a tax of 14 cents per pound. 

Twines for sailmaking, including Leda roping and seaming, and 00” 

ton sail twine and all other twines not otherwise specified are dullé 
ble at 30 per cent ad valorem. Plaited clothes lines, window, cor 
and the like are dutiable at 40 per cent ad valorem. Marline rot 
making lobster pots is dutiable at 10 per cent ad valorem. 

New Zealand.—Hawsers of 12 inches and over, net-makers’ cotto? 
twine, worsted-covered blind cord, and solid glace-covered cord . 
Venetian and other blinds, also seine fishing nets, are admitted f° 
of duty. Binder twine is admitted free, if the produce of some P® 
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CORDAGE AND TWINE TRADE IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 47 

of the British Dominions; otherwise it is subject to an ad valorem 
duty of 10 per cent. All other cordage, rope, and twine are dutiable 
at 20 per cent ad valorem if the produce of the British dominions, 
and 30 per cent if the produce of any foreign country. 

Umon of South Africa—All rope and twine imported into the 
Union of South Africa, which embraces Natal, Cape of Good Hope, 
Transvaal, and Orange River Colony, are liable to a duty of 15 per 
cent ad valorem, except 4-strand manila driving rope and seaming 
twines, which pay a duty of 3 per cent ad valorem. When these 
articles are imported from the United Kingdom, or a reciprocating 
British colony, a rebate of 3 per cent ad valorem is granted, 

ASIA. 

CHINA. 

Cordage and twine of all kinds are subject to an import duty of 
5 per cent ad valorem under the customs tariff of China. 

DUTCH EAST INDIES. 

Cables, ropes, and cordage of all sorts to be used in the rigging of 
ships or in fishing are admitted into the Dutch East Indies free. of 
duty. Cordage for other uses is dutiable at 6 per cent ad valorem. 

JAPAN. 

._ Cordage and twine, not over 5 millimeters in diameter, are dutiable 
M Japan at 12.90 yen per 100 kin ($4.86 per 100 pounds) when of 
Cotton, and at 5.90 yen per 100 kin ($2.22 per 100 pounds) when of 
Other materials. Cordage exceeding 5 millimeters in diameter is 
dutiable at 6.25 yen per 100 kin ($2.35 per 100 pounds). 

‘orea.—T wine is dutiable at 5 per cent ad valorem; other cordage 
and rope are dutiable at 7} per cent ad valorem. 

SIAM. 

All kinds of ropes and twines are dutiable in Siam at 3 per cent 
%d valorem. 

AFRICA. 

EGYPT. 

t Cordage and twines pay an ad valorem tax of 8 per cent uponimpor- 
Ation into Egypt. 
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