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COMMUNITY CREDIT NEEDS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 1977

U.S. SeNATE,
ComumITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D.C.
The committee met at 10:10 am., in room 5302, Dirksen Senate
Office Building, Senator William Proxmire (chairman of the commit-
tee) presiding.
Present : Senators Proxmire, Tower, and Heinz.

OPENING STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN PROXMIRE

The CuairMaN. The committee will come to order.

I expect Senator Tower to be here momentarily. He has a statement
to make and he of course will make that statement whenever he comes.

Today the Senate Banking Committee begins 3 days of hearings on
S. 406, the Community Reinvestment Act. This bill would provide
that a bank charter carries with it an obligation to serve the credit
needs of the area the bank is chartered to service, consistent with pru-
dent lending practices. Furthermore, it would provide regulatory
machinery to carry out this policy.

The bill is based on two widely shared assumptions.

No. 1: Government through tax revenues and public debt cannot
and should not provide more than a limited part of the capital re-
quired for local Eousing and economic development needs. Financial
institutions in our free economic system must play the leading role.

Second : A public charter for a bank or savings Institution conveys
numerous benefits and it is fair for the public to ask something in
return.

In theory, and in law, banks and savings institutions are chartered
to serve local convenience and needs. In practice, the regulatory
agencies look only to the capital adequacy of the applicant, his char-
acter and reputation, and whether the proposed service area contains
sufficient deposit potential to support another new bank or branch.
The Community Reinvestment Act would provide that “the con-
venience and needs of communities includes the need for credit serv-
ices as well as deposit service, and further, that regulated financial
institutions have a continuing and affirmative obligation to help meet
the credit needs of the local communities in which they are chartered.

Under the bill, the regulatory agencies would review the lender’s
record of community service and consider it when an existing bank
applied for a new facility. Groups applying for new charters would
also be required to assess local credit needs and indicate plans for
meeting them.

Some bankers, of course, already serve more than their share of the
housing and economic development needs of their communities. One
of our witnesses, Ronald Grzywinski, is chairman of a commercial
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bank in Chicago that has stimulated the revitalization of a so-called
declining neighborhood through an aggressive, afirmative program
of local housing and small business lending. Another witness, Todd
Cooke, is president of one of the Nation's largest savings banks.
Mr. Cooke took the lead in organizing the Philadelphia mortgage
plan, which has put more than $12 million in mortgage loans into
formerly redlined Philadelphia neighborhoods.

On the other hand, when the committee did a survey of banking
services here in Washington, we found one bank with a policy of
making no home mortgage loans. This same bank was making a great
volume of loans to the outside real estate interests of its own board.
We found a savings and loan chartered in Washington with 99 per-
cent of its mortgage loans in the suburbs, and this story is repeated
throughout the country. Banks that claim there is no demand for
local housing and small business and agricultural credit, or who argue
that the need to protect depositors’ money precludes such lending,
are often the same banks that have squandered money on speculative
real estate loans or credits to shaky foreign regimes.

The problem, of course, is that for every Todd Cooke and for every
Ron Grzywinski, there are dozens of bankers who are either too lazy
or too greedy to see the loan demand in their own communities. De-
mand in our economy is not a passive, fixed thing. It is manipulated
and promoted. If a banker is willing to get out of the office he will
find it. This bill would encourage him to do so.

Supposedly, there was no effective demand from the old row house
neighborhoods in Philadelphia, and no economic future for the south
shore neighborhood of Chicago, but two energetic bankers proved
otherwise. Lending practices should be of interest to the regulators.
Banks and thrifts that are truly serving the convenience and needs of
the community should be rewarded. Others should not. This is already
public policy in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and California as we
shall hear later this morning. :

This is what this bill would do at the Federal level. And let me
clarify what this bill does not do.

It does not provide for credit allocation. The worst thing we could
do, in my opinion, would be to empower Dr. Burns or anyone else
to allocate so much credit to this sector and so much credit to that
one. The Fed does too much of that informally already. To criticize
reinvestment incentives as a form of credit allocation is disingenuous.
We already have credit allocation, as one commentor has observed,
and it is credit allocation for the Fortune Five Hundred. Whenever
money gets tight, it is small business and housing and family farms
that suffer, and big business that gets the scarce credit. We already
have numerous structural forms of credit allocation in the form of
specialized credit intermediaries such as the farm credit banks,
FNMA, Ex-Im Bank, and so on, which have preferential access to
Treasury borrowings. We have structural credit allocation in the
form of a specialized home loan bank system, mortgage insurance,
and guaranteed small business loans. I think that debate in the con-
text of a reinvestment bill is a red herring.

The Community Reinvestment Act would not allocate credit, nor
would it require any fixed ratio of deposits to loans. But it would
provide that a bank charter is indeed a franchise to serve local con-
venience and needs, including credit needs.

[Copy of S. 406 and additional material follows:]
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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Jaxnuary 24 (legislative day, Janvary 19), 1977

Mr. Proxmire introduced the following bill; which was read twice and referred

to the Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs

A BILL

To encourage financial institutions to help meet the eredit
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needs of the communities in which they are chartered, and

for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Lepresenta-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SIIORT TITLE

Sec110x¥ 1. This Act may be cited as the “Community
Reinvestment Act of 19777,
' FINDINGS AXD PURPOSE
Skc. 2. (a) The Congress finds that—
(1) regulated financial institutions are required hy
law to demonstrate that their deposit facilities serve the

n
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convenience and needs of the communities in which
they are chartered to do business;

(2) the convenience and needs of communities in-
cludes the nced for credit services as well as deposit
services; and

(3) regulated financial institutions have continuing
and affirmative obligation to help meet the credit nceds
of the local communities in which they are chartered.
(b) It is the purpose of this Act to require each appro-

priate Federal financial supervisory agency to use its au-
thority when chartering, examining, supervising, and regu-
lating financial institutions, to encourage such institutions to
help meet the credit needs of the local communities in which
they are chartered consistent with the safe and sound
operation of such institutions.
DEFINITIONS
Skc. 3. For the purposes of this Act—

(1) the term “appropriate Federal financial super-
visory agency” means—

(A) the Comptroller of the Currency with
respect to national banks;
(B) the Board of Governors of the Federal

Reserve System with respect to State chartered

banks which are members of the Federal Reserve

System and bank holding companies;
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(C) the Federal Dcposit Insurance Corpora-
tion with respect to State chartered banks and sav-
ings banks which are not members of the Federal
Reserve System and the deposits of which are
insured by the Corporation; and
(D) the Federal Home Loan Bank Board with
respect to institutions the deposits of which are in-
sured by the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance
Corporation and to savings and loan holding com-
panies; _
(2) the term “regulated ﬁnam-:ia.l institution”
means an insured bank as defined in section 3 of the
Federal Deposit Insurance Act or an insured institution
as defined in section 401 of the National Housing Act;
(3) the term “application for a deposit facility”
means an application to the appropriate Federal finan-
cial supervisory agency otherwise required under Fed-
eral law or regulations thereunder for—
(A) a charter for 2 national bank or Federal
savings and loan association;
(B) deposit insurance in connection with a
newly chartered State bank, savings banks, savings

and loan association or similar institution;
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(C') the establishment of a branch or other
facility with the ability to necept deposits of a regu-
lated finaneial stitntion;
(D) the relocation of the home office or a
branch office of a regulated financial institution;
(E) the merger or consolidntion with, or the
acquisition of the assets, or the assumption of the
liabilities of a regulated financial institution requir-
ing approval under section 18(¢) of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Act or under regulations issned
under the authority of title IV of the National
Housing Act; or
(F) the acquisition of shares in, or the assets
of, a regulated financial institution requiring ap-
proval under section 3 of the Bank ITolding C‘omn-
pany Act of 1956 or section 408 (e) of the National
Housing Act;
(4) the term “primary savings service arca” means
a compact area contigwous to a deposit facility from
which such facility obtains or expects to ohtain more
then one-half of its deposit customers; and
(5) the term “consumer deposit” means a time or
savings deposit or demand deposit owned hy one or

more individuals in an amount less than $100,000.
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COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT PROGRAMS AND
PROCEDURES

SEc. 4. Each appropriate Federal financial supervisory
agency shall develop programs and procedures for carrying
out the purposes of this Act. Such programs and procedures

shall include—
(1) requiring that in connection with an applica-

tion for a deposit facility, the applicant—

(A) delincate the primary savings service area
for the deposit facility;

(B) analyze the deposit and credit needs of
such area and how the applicant proposes to meet
those needs;

(C) indicate the proportion of consumer de-
posits obtained from individuals residing in the pri-
mary savings service area hy the deposit facility that
will be reinvested in that area; and

(D) demonstrate how the applicant is meeting
the credit needs of the primary savings service areas
in which it or its subsidiaries have already leen
chartered to do business;

(2) using, as factors to be considered in approving

applications for deposit facilities, the applicant’s record

in meeting the credit needs of the primary savings serv-
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ice areas in which it or its subsidiaries have alrcady
been chartered to do business, and its proposal for meet-
ing the credit needs of the prinary savings service arca
associated with the pending application;

(3) permitting and encouraging community, con-
sumer, or similar organizations to present testimony at
hearings on applications for deposit facilities on how well
the applicant has met or is proposing to meet the credit
needs of the communities served by or to be served by
the applicant or its subsidiaries; and

(4) requiring periodic reports from regulated finan-
cial institutions concerning the amount of consumer
deposits obtained from and the amount of credit extended
in the institutions’ primary savings service areas and
making such reports available to the public.

ANNUAL REPORT
SEc. 5. Each appropriate Federal financial supervisory
agency shall include in its annual report to the Congress
a scction outlining the actions it has taken to carry out its
responsibilities under this Act.
EFFECTIVE DATE
Sec. 6. Regulations to carry out the purposes of this
Act shall be published by cach appropriate Federal financial
supervisory agency, and shall take effect no later than one
hundred and eight days after the date of enactment of this

Act.
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[From the Congressional Record, January 24, 1977]

By Mr. PROXMIRE :

8. 406. A bill to encourage financial institutions to help meet the credit needs
of the communities in which they are chartered, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs.

Mr. PRoxMIRE. Mr. President, the Community Reinvestment Act, which I am
introducing today, is intended to establish a system of regulatory incentives to
encourage banks and savings institutions to more effectively meet the credit
needs of the localities they are chartered to serve, consistent with sound lending
practices.

Although communities depend on their local institutions to supply capital for
economic development, home mortgage loans, consumer credit, municipal finance,
and a variety of other needs, the “convenience and needs” criteria as applied by
regulators in their allocation of charters and branch approvals, have focused al-
most exclusively on deposit services.

An applicant must show that the growth of deposits in the service area is
sufficient to justify another facility without unduly harming established insti-
tutions. But the other side of the coin—the credit needs of the locality and the
applicant’s capacity to service these needs—have been almost ignored by the
regulatory agencies. If an applicant 18 deemed competent and the community's
deposit base sufficient to justify his entry into the market, the financial institu-
tion has license to all but ignore the credit needs of the locality.

The Community Reinvestment Act is based on four widely shared assumptions:

First, because of our mixed economic system and the limited volume of tax
revenues, the public sector cannot—and should not—finance all capital needs.

Second, private financial institutions are the main source of capital for do-
mestic economic development, housing, and community revitalization, both in
urban and rural areas.

Third, investment by financial institutions in their communities need not in-
volve risks greater than those normally taken by prudent lenders, and often in-
volves less risk because of the lender’s firsthand knowledge of his community.

Fourth, a public charter conveys numerous economic benefits and in return
it is legitimate for public policy and regulatory practice to require some pub-
lic purpose, without the need for costly subsidies, or mandatory quotas, or a
bureaucratic credit allocation scheme.

The bill focuses on depositary financial institutions—primarily commereial
banks, mutual savings banks, and savings and loan associations. These institu-
tions supplied $382 billion of new credit during the last 4 years, or 55 percent of
the total amount extended in U.S. credit markets. Of the $382 billion, $55 billion
was loaned abroad. During the same period, depositary institutions obtained
consumer savings deposits of $301 billion from individual depositors. These in-
stitutions thus play a strategic role in allocating the public's savings. Their col-
lective decisions help to shape the communities we live in, our economic well-
being, and have a profound impact on our daily lives.

The Federal bank regulatory agencies have considerable influence over finan-
cial institutions. One of the most significant powers is the authority to approve
or deny applications for deposit facilities. Persons wishing to organize a bank or
savings institution must apply for a charter. Once established, the institution
can apply for branches or remote terminals with the ability to accept deposits.
It can request the relocation of its home office or branch. It can seek to acquire
another institution through merger. Or it can form itself into a holding company
and acquire other financial institutions as holding company subsidiaries.

The authority to operate new deposit facilities is given away, free, to success-
ful applicants even though the authority conveys a substantial economic benefit
to the applicant. Those who obtain new deposit facilities receive a semiexclusive
franchise to do busines in a particular geographic area. The Government limits
the entry of other potential competitors into that area if such entry would unduly
jeopardize existing financial institutions. The Government also restricts competi-
tion and the cost of money to the bank by limiting the rate of interest payable
on savings deposits and prohibiting any interest on demand deposits. The Gov-
ernment provides deposit insurance through the FDIC and the FSLIC with a
financial back-up from the U.S. Treasury. The Government also provides ready
access to low cost eredit through the Federal Reserve Banks or the Federal Home
Loan Banks.
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In return for these benefits, financial institutions are required by law and
regulatory policy to serve the “convenience and needs" of their communities as
a condition for acquiring new deposit facilities. The “needs” of a commmunity
clearly include the need for credit services as well as deposit services. However,
in practice, the regulators have tended to ignore credit needs and have focused
primarily on deposit needs. An applicant for a deposit facility is required to dem-
onstrate in great detail that the community needs additional deposit services.
However, the regulators do not require any comparable analysis of the commu-
nity’s need for credit and how the applicant proposes to meet that need.

In practice, applicants for a charter may be interested in meeting the com-
munities' credit needs—or they may be interested primarily in financing their
own outside business interests; or they may wish to invest the community’s sav-
ings in farflung ventures. Under present practice, their inclinations do not weigh
heavily In the decision to award a charter or a branch.

The regulators have thus conferred substantial economic benefits on private
institutions without extracting any meaningful quid pro guo for the public.
Other regulatory agencies have not been as timid when awarding charters. For
example, the FCC requires radio and TV license applicants to indicate how much
public service broadcasting they will provide. Further, FCC licenses must be re-
newed periodically and renewals can be denied for failure to serve the public.

The proposed legislation directs the bank reeulatory agencies to nse their
influence to award applications for deposit facilities in a way that will bene-
fit local communities as well as bankers. An applicant for a deposit facility would
be required to:

First, designate the area from which it expects the deposit facility will draw
more than one-half of its deposit customers—primarily savings service area;

Second, analyze the deposit and credit needs of that area and how those needs
would be met by the new charter or branch;

Third, indicate the proportion of consumer deposits obtained from the pri-
mary savings service area that will be reinvested in that area ; and

Fourth, demonstrate how the applicant is meeting the credit needs of the
areas in which it has already been chartered to do business.

An application for a deposit facility is defined to include applications for:
First, new Federal charters; second, deposit insurance by newly chartered State
institutions: third, branches, including remote terminals with the ability to ac-
cept deposits; fourth, home office or branch relocations; fifth, mergers with
existing institutions: and sixth, acquisitions of existing institutions by financial
holding companies. The requirements in the bill apply only to applications other-
wise required under existing law or regulations and do not provide any new an-
thority to the bank regulatory agencies. The bill states that in carrying out their
existing authority to approve applications for deposit facilities, the regulatory
agencies shall give due consideration to the applicant’s past record in meeting
community credit needs and its willingness to do so in the future. This does not
mean that the regulators would consider community credit services as the only
factor in approving or denying deposit facility applications.

On the contrary, the agencies would continue to apply the criteria they have
traditionally used for approving deposit facility applications, as spelled ont under
exitsing law and regulations. These include the financial history and condition
of the bank, the adequacy of its eapital structure, its future earnings prospects,
the general character of its management, and the convenience and needs of the
community to be served.

The bill would not. inject any significantly new element into the deposit facility
application approval process already in place. Instead, it merely amplifies the
“community need” criteria already contained in existing law and regulation and
provides a more explicit statutory statement of what constitntes “community
need,” to make clear that it includes credit needs.

In order to give the regulators a better picture of community credit needs, the
bill directs the regulators to encourage testimony from community organizations
at deposit facility application hearings. These hea rings will afford the regulators
an opportunity to assess how well an institution is meeting the credit needs of
the communities in which it is already chartered to do business and how the
community regards its proposal for a new deposit facility. Those who testify can
bhe representatives of the communitties already served as well as the community
to he served. The deposit facility approval process can thus be systematically
used to reward those institutions with a good record of community services.
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The bill is not intended to force financial institutions into making high risk
loans that would jeopardize their safety. Indeed, the bill specifically requires
that any action taken by the bank regulators must be “consistent with safe and
sound” banking practices. Moreover, there is no reason to assume that a higher
degree of community reinvestment is incompatible with bank safety. Rebuilding
and revitalizing communities threatened by decline is good for the communities
and good for banking. Financial institutions cannot prosper in the long run
unless we have balanced growth and development throughout America.

Finally, there is no evidence that banks or thrift institutions have gotten into
financial difficulty by overinvesting in their local communities. On the contrary,
most of the recent financial difficulties suffered by banks arose from making
insider loans to affiliated persons and speculative loans outside the community
in which the bank was chartered.

The bill also does not substitute the judgment of the regulator for the judg-
ment of a banker on individual loans. Each bank or savings association will be
free to exercise its best judgment on individual loan applications. However, a
bank’s overall community lending record would be reviewed when it applied for
new deposit facilities and this record would be considered along with other
factors in deciding on the application.

The bill should also be helpful in paving the way for a liberalization of bhranch-
ing restrictions at the State or Federal level, should Congress or the States
decide to ease those restrictions. One of the most persistent arguments against
branching is that outside institutions might use their branclhes to siphon deposits
away from local communities. The policies contained in the Community Rein-
vestment Act should be useful in alleviating any fears that a more liberal branch-
ing policy would be inimical to community welfare.

COMPTROLLER OF THE CURRENCY,
ADMINISTRATOR OF NATIONAL BANKS,
Washington, D.C., March 28, 1977.
Hon. WILLIAM PROXMIRE,
Chairman, Committec on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, U.S. Senate,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mg. CHAIRMAN : This is in reply to your request for comments on 8. 4086,
the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977.

The intent of the bill, as explained in your introductory remarks, is “to
establish a system of regulatory incentives to encourage banks and savings
institutions to more effectively meet the credit needs of the localities they are
chartered to serve, consistent with sound lending practices, We agree wholeheart-
edly that financial institutions should serve the credit needs of their relevant
markets.

As we wrote you last October, the Comptroller of the Currency recognizes the
importance of assuring that national banks serve the convenience and needs of
their communities. As the primary regulator of federally chartered commercial
banks, we have assumed a central role in detecting and combatting the problems
which 8. 406 seeks to address. National bank examinations are deliberately
rigorous to assure that national banks are meeting these needs, while maintaining
safety and soundness of operation.

As part of our efforts, this Office, together with the Justice Department, HUD,
the Federal Reserve Board, the FDIC, and the Federal Home Loan Bank Board,
created the Interagency Task Force on Fair Housing Enforcement. The purpose
of the Task Force is to consider the various aspeets of fair housing enforcement
and seek solutions to the problems encountered. Discussions so far have centered
on the powers of each agency to implement regulations concerning fair housing
and the desirability of keeping records on applicants' race, color, sex, ete.; ex-
amining procedures, training and techniques; and appropriate and permissible
corrective mechanisms.

Separately, we have signed a special memorandum of understanding with the
Departinent of Justice, Civil Rights Division, to the effect that this Office will
select several banks at which Justice attorneys will be present as observers
during the fair housing portion of our special consuner examination, This under-
standing should result in a training technique by which the experts at Justice
will be able to offer our examiners the henefit of their experience in investigating
discrimination allegations.
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A third major activity in the fair housing area is a data collection survey

which our Office has eonducted in a number of banks across the nation in recent
mouths. Loan applicants at selected national banks were asked to complete
a special form which records their personal and econowmic characteristics. The
bank involved was required to provide a written explanation why any applica-
tion was rejected, Location of property also was recorded, and we anticipate
that the comparison of this information will be made with census tract data
available from the Commerce Department. Now that the pilot project has been
completed, we now are evaluating the suitability of the program to nationwide
use.
The commitment of the Comptroller's Office to the cause of community revital-
ization goes even further with our involvement in the Urban Reinvestmment Task
Force. As you know, this interagency body presently is engaged in developing
the Neighborhood Housing Services program on a national scale. In the future
the Task Force hopes to adopt a more comprehensive approach, designed to help
alleviate the shortage of commercial and small business loans in deteriorating
areas, as well,

As did the previous Comptroller, we continued in encouraging national bank
executives to involve their institutions actively in efforts to preserve their com-
munities. Especially, we will continue to work with HUD in the important area
of housing lending to develop practical ways of achieving better service to the
needs of the banking public.

We have found that, in general, a bank serves its depositors best when it in-
vests prudently in its community, particularly in the form of loans to individuals
and businesses. This policy is reflected clearly in our charter, branch, merger,
consolidation, and asset purchase procedures,

It is in light of these procedures, however, that we believe the provisions of
S. 406 do not provide the comprehensive solutions to the complex problems of
community disinvestment which trouble us all. While we do not claim to have
all the answers to the difficult problems arising from community financial needs,
private initintives by banks to respond to those needs, and the most effective gov-
ernmental role, we do not agree with your assertion that “the credit needs of a
locality and the applicant’s capacity to serve these needs have been almost ig-
nored by the regulatory agencies.” A review of our activities leads to the con-
trary conclusion.

The Comptroller’s Policy Statements on Corporate Activities, a copy of which
is attached, are broadly drawn to cover national bank charters, branches, merg-
ers, conversions, and relocations, among others. For each type of application
made to this Office, a national bank or group desiring to organize a national bank
must illustrate graphically the primary service area (PSA) of the facility in
question. The PSA is defined as the smallest area from which the bank expects
to draw approximately 75 percent of its deposits. Its houndaries must take into
account natural and artificial access barriers, traffic patterns, and population
concentration.

Applicants are required to assemble a broad range of information with respect
to the primary service area which they have delineated. Organizers of a national
bank, for example, must describe the competitive environment they wish to enter.
In addition to the number of bank offices located in the area, total deposits and
total loans in commercial banks must be listed. The organizers then must identify
all banks and branches which are expected to compete with the new bank, and
must detail total loans, as well as deposits, for each of those facilities over the
previous fonr-year period.

Tl':e charter application further requires organizers to outline the various
services offered by banks and branches in the PSA. Deposit services and loan
services share equal significance in this section of the application, and the or-
ganizers nmf-'t indicate how the proposed bank will offer competitive rates for
oar}.n. Organizers must conclude with projections for loan and deposit business
during the first three years of operation,

A national bank branch application closely resembles the charter format. An
applieant bank must characterize the loan and deposit activity of all commercial
banks in the area to be served by the new branch, As with a charter application
fhe' n'ppllcnnt must answer a comprehensive list of questions on the types of mm:
petitive services v;:hlch the new branch will offer to enhance the convenience and
meet the needs of its community. In this regard, the applicant also must describe
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the variety and intensity of competition offered by neighboring financial insti-
tutions. Finally, the applicant must project the volume of business, including
loans and deposits, which the branch will handle during its first three years of
operation. ; .

The application which this Office uses for mergers, consolidations, and asset
purchases is also comprehensive. The applicant is required to provide an eco-
nomic profile of the relevant geographic market. This must include a careful des-
cription of projected banking services, such as banking hours, loan interest rates,
and deposit rates. Moreover, the applicant is required to enumerate any factors
which will affect the convenience and needs of the community to be served.
Throughout the application form considerations of loan and deposit activity are
of equal prominence. We attach coples of all these forms for your information.

It is important to understand that the PSA is a regulatory, and not a statutory,
invention. In exercising our franchising authority this Office has found it neces-
sary to provide for the orderly and objective evaluation of banking needs in lo-
cal markets, The PSA is designed to serve that purpose. But just as the PSA is a
convenient unit of measure, uniform in its application, the regulatory origin of
the concept also allows this Office to treat its delimitation with considerable
flexibility and professional judgment. Were we to be constrained by statute in
this regard, we are certain that the resultant PSA often would not accurately
reflect the true banking market.

Illustrative of this point is the importance of non-geographic components in
the construction of certain P8A’s. For example, the American Indian National
Bank in Washington, D.C., was established primarily to serve the needs of a par-
ticular segment of the United States population nationwide. Similarly, there
are 81 other minority-owned banks throughout the country which have been
chartered deliberately to serve the needs of specific groups, irrespective of geo-
graphic location.

Geography also plays little role in a large proportion of the business conducted
hy any of the nation’s largest commercial banks with national and multi-national
corporations. Moreover, many banks, both large and small, receive substantial
deposits from enstomers who hank where they work or enroute to work rather
than in their home communities.

By requiring an applicant for a banking facility to depict a “primary savings
service area,” 8. 408 ignores this critical distinetion between regulatory and stat-
utory standards. The bill wonld require the regulatory agency to hase its actions
on an inflexible and frequently unrealistic market measurement. Thus, the bill's
elemental rigidity would make its provisions counterproductive.

" Our present system of credit allocation is based in large measure upon vigorous
competition among numerous financial intermediaries. For the most part, it works
well. However, the hill's narrow focus upon retail markets may encourage regula-
tory agencies to ignore one of the most important roles of the nation’s eommercial
hanking system, i.e., to serve as a major supplier of short- and intermediate-term
credit to business and industry. Thus, the bill. while well-intentioned. could con-
ceivably force short-term regulatory actions which could have impact upon em-
plovment municipal services. and innumerable other economic interests essential
to the nation’s well-heing and. indeed. to the welfare of the very retail custoiners
which the hill is designed to henefit. We have serious reservations as to whether
any regulatory agency could have the wisdom necessary to administer such a sys-
tem to the maximum benefit of competing economic interests. Snch a govern-
mentally encouraged departure from the established mechanisms of our complex
credit economy should be approached with extreme caution.

As a final point. the Comptroller's Office historically has sought to fulfill another
major purpnse of 8. 4068 by recognizing the importance nf consulting interested
nersons in a community to ascertain local financial needs and the adequacy of
existing banking services. :

Our regulations governing applications for various tvpes of bank activities
are designed to provide an opportunity for any interested party to submit com-
ments or request a hearing on any application. In order to encourage commu-
nity participation in this process, on several occasions we have absorbed the
hearing transerint costs for protesting citizen groups.

We trust that this information will be helpful.

Sincerely,
RORERT BrooM,
Acting Compiroller of the Currency.

88-032 0-77-2
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CHAIEMAN OF THE BoARD OF GOVERNORS,
FEDERAL REBERVE SYSTEM,
Washington, D.C., March 21, 1977.
Hon. WILLIAM PROXMIRE,
Chairman, Commitiee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, Washington, D.C.

SIS Bveraeat Lot of 10T T A0 A e T e
y vestment Act o " (8. ; T by
mber 17, ( )}, as requested by your letter of

The Board agrees with the findings of the bill that regulated institutions
should help to satisfy the convenience and needs of the communities in which
they are chartered. The Board also agrees that the financial supervisory agen-
cies should encourage financial institutions to help meet the credit needs of their
communities to the extent this is consistent with safe and sound operations. We
believe, however, that this obligation is imposed upon the Board under existing
statutes, and we have undertaken to fulfill that obligation in our various regu-
latory and supervisory activities. Therefore, while the Board recognizes that
credit inadequacies may exist in parts of some communities, we are of the opin-
ion that enactment of the proposed legislation would not enhance our ability
to encourage financial institutions to meet such local credit needs.

The proposed bill assumes that supervisory authorities stress the importance
of providing deposit services while paying insufficient attention to the extent
to which applicant institutions propose to meet the credit needs of their com-
munities. The Board is responsible for the evaluation of applications (a) for
holding company expansion through acquisitions, (b) for mergers in which the
continuing bank is to be a State member bank, and (c¢) for new branch offices of
State member banks. Regulatory authority granted to the Board in these cases
directs the Board to consider the “convenience and needs” of the community in-
volved. The Board has interpreted this term to encompass “credit needs’” as one
of the major factors to be considered in acting on such applications.

The Board’s application forms and its review procedures are essentinlly the
same in any case involving a change in banking structure. Both consider the
potential of the proposed change in meeting local credit needs. For example,
applicants for the acquisition of a bank requiring approval of the Board under
section 3(a) of the Bank Holding Company Act of 1956 must supply relevant
information on changes expected in the various banking services offered. Such
information includes anticipated changes in interest rates on loans, maximum
maturities and other loan terms, and significant changes expected in the loan
and investment portfolio of the bank to be acquired. This information, when
used in conjunction with information about the holding company’s past per-
formanece and examiners’ reports on other banks in the holding company, is
usually sufficient to determine whether the applicant intends to serve the “eon-
venience and needs’—including both depository and credit needs—of the com-
munity involved.

The Board is concerned about the problems that wonld inevitably surface if
Federal Regulatory powers were expanded, to the extent proposed by the bill,
for the purpose of encouraging specific local types of lending. Establishing stand-
ards for setting the proportion of total loans that an institiution should allocate
to local credit would necessarily be arbitrary. Small banks, especially those in
rural areas, probably make the major portion of their loans to loecal individuals
and businesses at present, and might not be affected to any great extent. But
larger institutions located in major banking centers may solicit deposits and
extend loans on a regional, statewide, national and international basis. To re-
strict the activities of these institutions through Federal regulation could well
prove counter-productive even to the purposes of this hill. It could block the
flow of funds—mortgage credit, for example, or funds for new capital invest-
ment—from an established community with excess savings to a growing com-
munity unable to generate sufficient savings to meet its expanding financing
needs.

The Board believes that improvements in the allocation of credit are more
likely to be achieved by removing existing legal and regulatory imm-ﬂimepts to
the free flow of funds in markets than by adding new ones. We recognize of
course, that markets do not always work in ways that maximize social prm:_-l-
ties, and that thus there may be particular credit needs that public policy will
need to encourage. But we should proceed most carefully and (-a‘utimzsly in im-
posing public policy objectives on private lending institutions since the effects
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on our present private competitive credit market system could be profound. It
is important to remember that each time a particular eredit use is mandated
by law or regulation, some other credit use—that otherwise would have been
accommodated—must go unsatisfled. Indeed, as long as depositors are free to
move their funds where they perceive the highest return or the greatest safety,
it may not be possible to mandate flows of credit into particular channels.

I hope that these comments will be helpful to you in the further consideration
of this legislation.

Sincerely yours,
ArTHUR F. BUBNS.

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION,
Washington, D.C., May 4, 1977.
Hon. WILLIAM PROXMIRE,
Chairman, Commitiee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs, U.8. Senate,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Me. CHAIRMAN : This responds to your request for a report on 8. 408,
95th Congress, the “Community Reinvestment Act of 1977.”

8. 406 would require the FDIC, the Comptroller of the Currency, the Board
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System and the Federal Home Ioan Bank
Board of develop procedures for utilizing their existing authority with respect
to charter, branch and deposit insurance applications, as well as merger and
holding company applications, to encourage regulated institutions to help meet
the credit needs of their local communities insofar as may be consistent with safe
and sound operation of such institutions, In connection with such applications,
insured banks and savings and loan institutions and their holding companies
would be required to—

(1) delineate the deposit facility's primary service area (i.e., the area
from which it obtaing or expects to obtain over one-half of its deposit
customers) ; .

(2) analyze the deposit and credit needs of such area and how they pro-
pose to meet these needs;

(3) indicate what proportion of its “consumer deposits” (i.c., deposits of
individuals not exceeding $100,000) received from residents of the primary
service area would be reinvested in that area ; and

(4) demonstrate how they are already meeting tlie needs of the primary
service areas where they are doing business.

While the bill contains no express authority to do so, the regulatory agencies
could presumably utilize this information, together with testimony presented at
hearings on the application by community and consumer organizations, as the
basis for denying any of the aforementioned applications. The bill would also
require the agencies to obtain periodie reports from regulated institutions on the
amount of consumer deposits received and credit extended in their primary serv-
ice areas and to make this information available to the public.

We fully support the objectives of this bill. However, it raises very complex
and difficult problems which should he dealt with on a comprehensive basis and
not by piecemeal enactments. As stated hy HUD Assistant Secretary for Com-
munity Planning and Development, Robert C. Embry, Jr., in his March 24, 1977
testimony :

“Community reinvestment is not an end in itself, but a means to the goal of
neighborhood revitalization. We believe there should he a comprehensive ap-
proach to revitalization which includes specific attention to reinvestment prob-
lems. The Department is already working actively to encourage and facilitate
revitalization through its Community Development Block Grant program, its
demonstration programs such as urban homesteading, its modification of its in-
surance programs, and its research program.

“We helieve that an overall strategy is required which not only addresses the
igsue of redlining and disinvestment, but also such matters as neighborhood rep-
resentation, careful utilization of mortgage insurance programs, and integration
of investment leveraging with community development activities. Initiatives in
these Iatter areas have already been undertaken.”

We also share the Federal Home Loan Bank Board’'s concern that 8. 406 might
not achieve its intended objectives. On the contrary, the practical effect of the
bill could be to discourage financial institutions from making applications for
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offices in neighborhoods where funds are badly needed hecause of the reexamina-
tion that this would entail with respect to their lending policies in service areas
where they already have offices. Some institutions might even close down offices
already established in certain neighborhoods if they felt that they could be
publicly criticized for not meeting the credit needs of such neighhorhoods when
they apply for a branch in another location. The result of this would be to in-
crease the present concentration of financial institution offices in more affluent
neighborhoods.

Finally, we believe that the periodic reporting requirements in § 4(4) of the
bill would impose an unnecessary reporting burden on financial institutions
which would be largely duplicative of requirements already in effect under the
Home Mortgage Disclosure Act. The information so elicited would be of little
use under the bill's proposed regulatory framework because such information
would be required, in any event, in connection with applications submitted by
financial institutions for regulatory approvals subject to the bill's provisions.

For the foregoing reasons, we are not able to support enactment of 8. 406 at
this time. However, if Congress should nevertheless decide to proceed with its
consideration of this proposed legislation, we would strongly recommend that
the following largely technical suggestions be incorporated in the bill,

(1) Because the bill introduces the essentially new concept of considering
whether an applicant is meeting the convenience and needs of communities not
directly involved in the particular application, the legislative history of the bill
should make abundantly clear that the regulatory agencies may deny an applica-
tion on the basis of any of the statutory factors required to be considered, in-
cluding the convenience and needs not only of the community served or to be
gerved by the deposit facility directly involved in the application but also of
any community in which the applicant (or any depositary institution under
common control therewith) is already doing business, as set forth in §4(2)
of the bill.

(2) In order to cover those State-chartered savings and loan associations
which are not authorized to accept accounts denominated *“deposits,” we suggest
adding a reference to “accounts” or “savings accounts” where appropriate in
the bill.

(3) Since admission to membership in the Federal Reserve System auto-
matically confers deposit insurance on a State-chartered bank, we suggest adding
applications for such membership to the list of covered applications in § 3(3).

(4) There is no apparent reason for the bill to cover only deposit insurance
applications of *“newly chartered” banks; thus, those words should he deleted
from § 3(3) (B).

(5) Since most of the applications listed in § 3(3) could be necessitated under
emergency circumstances involving the failure or possible failure of an insured
depositary institution where the time factor would be erucial, the preamble to
§ 3(3) should exclude any application necessitated by such circumstances.

(6) “Primary savings service area” should be more precisely defined. The
present definition in § 3(4) permits great leeway to a depositary in deciding
what its service area is and could result in “gerrymandering” the boundaries so
long as the 50 per cent deposit reguirement is met.

(7) Because of the difficulty of projecting long-term future credit needs of
a community, we suggest substituting “estimate” for “indicate” in §4(1) (C)
and specifying a realistic time frame to be covered by such estimate.

(8) Since relocation of a branch may result in an institution’s no longer serv-
ing a particular community, we suggest adding the following at the end of
§4(1)(D):

“and, in the case of relocating an existing branch or office, how such re-
location will affect the credit needs of the service area no longer to be
served.”

‘Also in §4(1) (D), the word “total” should be inserted before ‘“‘credit
needs” to underline the need to take account of all forms of eredit utilized
in the community.

(9) To more clearly articulate the intent underlying § 4(2), we suggest revis-
ing it to read as follows:

“(2) Consideration, as part of the agency’s assessment of the convenience
and needs factor, of the applicant's record in meeting the credit needs of
the primary savings service areas in which it or any depositary institution
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mnder common control therewith already does business and of its proposal
for meeting the credit needs of the primary savings service area where
the particular deposit facllity is or is to be located.”

(10) Seection 4(3) of the bill should be amended to delete “present testimony
at hearings on” and to insert in lieu thereof “submit information in connection
with.” As presently written, this paragraph seems to assume that formal hear-
ings are routinely held in connection with such applications. This is not the
case. We also believe that, because of its ambiguity, the reference in §4(3) to
“encouraging” submission of data by consumer organizations should be deleted.
As far as permitting intervention by such organizations in application procedures,
that is presently authorized under existing FDIC regulations.

(11) By way of a more substantive suggestion, we recomemnded deleting
§4(4) in its entirety. The reporting requirements contained therein seem to
be largely duplicative of requirements already in effect under the Home Mort-
gage Disclosure Act. In any event, reports by institutions not making any
applications of the type listed in §3(3) would be of no immediate use to the
regulatory agencies. Of course, any institution making such an application
would submit the required information in connection therewith under §4(1).

(12) Finally, we believe the term “credit needs” as used in the bill should be
defined to mean loan demand by creditworthy borrowers residing or conducting
commercial or other types of enterprises in the community, in order to allay fears
that the bill contemplates a lowering of credit standards or usurpation of the
banker’'s duty to exercise sound credit judgment.

If we can be of any further assistance in this connection, please let us
know.

Very truly yours,
RoserT E. BARKRETT, Chairman.

The CuairMaN. I’'m going to ask the first four witnesses to come
forward as a panel if they would. Our first witness is Mr. Ralph
Nader, of the Center for the Study of Responsive Law. Our next
witness is Ms. Gale Cincotta, National People’s Action; and Mr. Carl
Holman, President of the National Urban Coalition; and Mr. Hen
Schechter, Director of the Department of Urban Affairs, AFL-CIO.

I appreciate the fact that some of you have already limited your
statements rather severely. If you could present your statements in as
brief a period as possible, then we could proceed with the questioning.

Do you have a statement, Senator Heinz?

Senator Heinz. No, Mr. Chairman.

The Cramrman. Mr. Nader, go right ahead, sir.

STATEMENT OF RALPH NADER

Mr. Naper. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and distinguished members
of the committee, for your invitation to comment on S. 406, the Com-
munity Reinvestment Act. The bill would provide an incentive for
depository institutions to better serve the credit needs of their local
communities. It is intended to moderate neighborhood disinvestment
by depository institutions. This destructive pattern has been brought
to the attention of Congress by the efforts of citizen organizations.
Reflecting this origin, the bill eschews the costly and inefficient tax
credit schemes so often advanced by the financial industry and its
friends in the Treasury Department as a means to direct credit to
areas of social priority. Instead, the bill relies on an economical and
efficient incentive to redirect lending patterns—conditioning bank
charter and operating privileges on the provision of adequate credit
services in the local community.
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1 think what this bill distinguishes, Mr. Chairman, is that it clearly
enunciates the principle that if the Federal Government is going to
extend a whole array of benefits, privilegs and subsidies to banking
institutions, that the same government should condition these privi-
leges and subsidies on the grounds of some general criteria of re-
sponsiveness to the community where the subsidized institution is
operating and receiving its deposits. I hope that in the future you
can extend this principle throughout the Federal Government so that
where the taxpayer is asked to subsidize or to nourish in effect, a
system of corporate welfare to verv abundantly endowed financial or
other corporate institutions, that the taxpayers get a return in per-
formance, that these subsidies and privileges are not just to be used
for the aggregation of corporate power or for the establishment of
a permanent gift mechanism, but they are to be conditioned on a
responsiveness to the community.

The bill would direct the Federal banking agencies when acting on
charter, branch, merger, or acquisition applications to consider the
applicant bank’s or thrift’s record in meeting the credit needs of the
neighborhoods surrounding its existing branch offices. The bill would
also direct the banking agencies to consider the extent of the appli-
cant’s commitment to meet the credit needs of the neighborhood
surrounding the proposed or newly acquired bank office. It is true
that existing Federal statutes direct the banking agencies to consider
community convenience and needs when acting on bank applications.
It is also obvious that credit needs fall within the ambit of community
convenience and needs, and that therefore the Federal banking agen-
cies already have authority to consider the factors specified in the
bill. However, the banking agencies have declined to exercise this
authority.

In practice, the Federal banking agencies have narrowly construed
the community convenience and needs factor to encompass only in-
creased competition resulting from new bank offices and greater
financial and managerial resources resulting from acquisitions and
mergers. On the rare occasions where the agencies have even men-
tioned lending records, they were onlv considered as a make-weight
in a decision already made on other grounds. The bill is needed to re-
verse this agency neglect.

The. bank agencies’ operating assumption that depository institu-
tions have no obligation to give priority to the credit needs of their
local communities has prevented the agencies from addressing one of
the most critical issues in banking—the disinvestment of older neigh-
borhoods, for the most part in urban areas, but to a lesser extent in
towns and rural areas. The slow strangulation of neighborhood vi-
tality that results when lenders reduce the supply of conventional
mortgage loans and small business loans has been well documented
by several committees of Congress, including the Senate Banking
Committee. And, of course, also well documented is the sequential
effect of similar disinvestment whether by insurance companies or
other institutions who flee the neighborhood or redline it. The dis-
investment of urban neighborhoods has also facilitated suburban
sprawl, a trend with high social costs in an environment of increasing
energy, material, and land shortages. Yet, in spite of the direct re-
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lationship between lending policies and neighborhood disinvestment,
the banking agencies have taken no actions to curb disinvestment.

Underlying the inaction of the Federal banking agencies is their
attitude that the public interest will best be served if bank credit is
constantly shifted to the locales offering the highest rate of return.
Under this view neighborhood disinvestment is nothing more than
the transfer of capittﬁ out of a neighborhood where it would be used
less efficiently. The Federal Reserve Board in approving the merger
of Marine Midland Bank’s—a bank holding company—10 subsidiary
banks into a single bank offered the following rationale:

It is true, of course, that by transforming separate subsidiary banks into
branches of a unified statewide bank, the merger would make it easier for Marine
to use deposits received in one area of the state as a basis for making loans in
another. However, the Board believes this could be an advantage of the merger,
and not a disadvantage.

This bank agency analysis conveniently overlooks the facts that
depository institutions are the primary source of residential mortgage
credit and that in the area of housing a laissez-faire approach to credit
flows does not often achieve optimum social results. One might also
add here or recall here Justice Brandeis’ description of the deposits
as being other people’s money. That has to be continually empha-
sized—other people’s money. We're not dealing here with traditional
commercial exchanges. We're dealing with a trust factor for affecting
other people’s money.

On the first point, as of March 31, 1976 residential mortgage loans
represented 52 percent of the total dollar amount of all loans ex-
tended by commercial banks, savings and loans and mutual savings
banks, and there’s a little table there that specifies that.

The residential mortgage credit provided by these depository in-
stitutions—$443 billion—represented 73 percent of the total volume
of residential mortgage credit in the Nation—$604 billion.

On the second point, the housing market is subject to distortions
and destabilizing influences that have undesirable social effect of
major consequence. Individual home purchase and home repair de-
cisions are heavily influenced by the related decisions of other indi-
viduals, a process often referred to as the neighborhood effect. Con-
sumers, particularly moderate and lower income home seekers, are
often ill informed about home financing opportunities and even when
informed have limited bargaining power. Speculators are often in a
position to profit by manipulating and accelerating these destabiliz-
g forces.

These instabilities of the housing market cause neighborhoods to be
very fragile institutions. An essential element in maintaining their
vitality is an adequate supply of conventional credit. When depository
institutions shun the credit needs of their loeal neighborhood in search
of easier, short-term profits elsewhere, the vitality of these neighbor-
hoods is often underinined. This social cost has been overlooked by the
Federal banking agencies.

S. 406 would establish 2 mechanism to counter the tendency of de-
pository institutions to shun neighborhoods in which destabilizing
trends have appeared. By conditioning the privilege of bank ex-
pansion on a showing of adequate service in the local community
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the bill would reward those financial institutions which provide ade-
quate credit services in their local communities. S. 406 would, in effect,
interject the community service factor into the market calculations
of depository instiutions. In the long run this will be saying the
financial institutions have to be saved from themselves. If they con-
tinue redlining areas on an ever expanding basis, they are going to
undermine the very basis of their own prosperity at the pedestal of
a short-term maximum profit ideology. As a consequence, bank ex-
pansion and adequate community service would be interlocked. S. 406
would make it possible to moderate neighborhood destabilization
while at the same time maintaining a flexible banking structure and
free credit flows. It would encourage banks to go into a neighborhood
to service it rather than to stripmine it.

The strategy embodied in S. 406 is particularly relevant for a
period in which the Federal budget must be carefully managed. The
bill does not depend on a Federal subsidy, such as a tax credit, to
generate incentives. Rather, the incentive derives from the privilege
to establish additional banking facilities. The right to grant this
privilege is a public resource that would be used more effectively if
S. 406 were enacted.

S. 406 does not provide community organizations with the right to
seek judicial review when the Federal banking agency has abused its
discretion or acted contrary to law. Whether community organiza-
tions have standing to seek judicial review of bank agency actions on
applications is unclear under existing law. The banking agencies
are naturally hostile to such a right. For example, on November 16,
1976 the Federal Home Loan Bank Board’s Acting General Counsel,
Daniel J. Goldberg, in a speech before the U.S. League of Savings
Associations stated: “Under our branching regulations, if you look
at them for federals, really only another financial institution can file
what we view as a substantial protest.”

Like Congressional oversight, legal standing for community or-
ganizations or interested individuals for that matter is essential if the
Federal banking agencies are to be held to their statutory mandate.
S. 406 should provide for standing for community organizations as a
final mechanism of accountability or oversight in accordance with the
criteria of this legislation. I can’t emphasize too much, Senator Prox-
mire, the need of some sort of standing so that the groups and indi-
viduals most affected can under due process of law bring these finan-
cial institutions to account.

I think the section in the bill on page 4—that’s section 4 (C)—needs
to be expanded to specify more precisely the nature of the hearings,
under what conditions they should be invoked, and what the ad-
ministrative and judicial review standards are to be for community
organizations and individuals,

There is an additional point I'd like to make. In the explanation for
this legislation which the committee distributed earlier. in addition to
the tax subsidies that financial institutions are given by the Federal
Government, they have the semiexclusive franchise to do business
in a particular geographic area, limitation of entry of other potential
competitors, restricting competition by limiting the rate of interest
payable on savings deposits and prohibiting any interest on demand
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deposits as well as deposit insurance, and the general backup role of
the various bank agencies.

Now this is an overwhelming series of privileges and subsidies and
it’s about time that there be an underwhelming quid pro quo for the
extension of these privileges. For too long the Federal Government
has looked on its chartering responsibiliy as a mechanical clerical
function, instead of asking what kinds of performance should be
obtained within the market structure, so that these charters can have
some sort of recompense in terms of the public interest. I'm pleased
to see that this existing legislation takes an important, very modest,
very nonbureaucratic, very economical step in that direction.

We have some materials to include in the record if it meets with
your concurrence. Thank you, Senator.

The CrxamrMan. We would be delighted to have the material for
the record.

[Complete statement and additional materials received from Mr.
Nader follow:]
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5 STATEMENT OF RALPH NADER
before the
SENATE BANKING COMMITTEE
U. 5. SENATE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

MARCH 23, 1977

Mr. Chairman and distinguished members of the Committee, thank
you for your invitation to comment on 5.406, The Community Reinvestment
Act. The bill would provide an incentive for depository institutions

to better serve the credit needs of their local communities. It

is intended to moderate neighborhood disinvestment by depository insti-
tutions. This destructive pattern has been brought to the attention
of Congress by the efforts of citizen organizations. Recflecting

this origin, the bill eschews the costly and inefficient tax credit
schemes so often advanced by the financial industry and its friends

in the Treasury Department as a means to direct credit to areas of
social priority. Instead, the bill relies on an economical and
efficient incentive to redirect leading patterns - conditioning bank
charter and operating privileges on the provision of adequate credit
services in the local community.

The bill would direct the federal banking agencies when acting on
charter, branch, merger, or acquisition applications to consider the
applicant bank's or thrift's record in mecting the credit needs of
the neighborhoods surrounding its existing branch offices. The bill
would also direct the banking agencies to consider the extent of the
applicant's committment to meet the credit needs of the neighborhood
surrounding the proposed or newly acgquired bank office. It is true
that existing federal statutes direct the banking agencies to consider

"community convenience and needs" when acting on bank applications.
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It is also obvious that credit needs fall within the ambit of
"community convenience and needs", and that therefore the federal bank-
ing agencies already have authority to consider the factors specified
in the bill. However, the banking ad;ncies have declined to exercise
this authority.

In practice the federal banking agencies have narrowly construed
the "community convenience and needs" factor to encompass only in-
creased competition resulting from new bank offices and greater financial
and managerial resources resulting from acquisitions and mergers. On
the rare occasions where the agencies have even mentioned lending records,
they were only considered as a make-weight in a decision already made
on other grounds. The bill is needed to reverse this agency neglect.

The bank agencies' operating assumption that depository institutions
have no obligation to give priority to the credit needs of their local
communities has prevented the agencies from addressing one of the most
critical issues in banking - the disinvestment of older neighborhoods,
for the most part in urban areas, but to a lesser extent in towns and
rural areas. The slow strangulation of neighborhood vitality that
results when lenders reduce the supply of conventional mortgage loans
and small business loans has been well documented by several committees
of Congress, including the Senate Banking Committee. The disinvestment
of urban neighborhoods has also facilitated suburban sprawl, a trend
with high social costs in an environment of increasing energy, material,
and land shortages. Yet, in spite of the direct relationship between
lending policies and neighborhood disinvestment, the banking agencies
have taken no actions to curb disinvestment.

Underlying the inaction of the federal banking agencies is their

attitude that the public interest will best be served if bank credit
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is constantly shiftced to the locales offering the highest rate of return.
Under this view neighborhood disinvestment is nothing more than the
transfer ol capital out of neighborhood where it would boe used less
efficiently. "The Federal Rescrve Board in approving the merger of
Marine Midland Banks' (a bank holding company) ten subsidiary banks
into a single bank offered the following rationale:

It is true, of course, that by transforming separate subsidiary

banks into branches of a unified state-wide bank, the merger

would make it easier for Marine to use deposits received in

one area of the State as a basis for making loans in another.

However, the Board believes this could be an advantage of the
merger, and not a disadvantage.

This bank agency analysis conveniently overlooks the facts that
depository institutions are the primary source of residential mortgage
credit and that in the area of housing a laissez-faire approach to
credit flows does not often achieve optimum social results. On the
first point, as of March 31, 1976 residential mortgage loans represented

52% of the total dollar amount of all loans extended by commercial

banks, savings and loans and mutual savings banks.

. Residential Mortgage Loans Total Loans
Commercial Banks (FDIC Insured) $78 billion $I7E 5}11}0n
Savings and Loans $287 billion $287 billion
Mutual Savings Banks $78 billion $83 billion
Total $443 billion $844 billion

The residential mortgage credit provided by these depository institutions

(5443 billion) represented 73% of the total volume of residential mortgage

credit in the nation ($604 billion).

On the second point, the housing market is subject to distortions
and déstabilizing influences that have undesirable social effects of
major consequence. Individual home purchase and home repair decisions
are heavily influenced by the related decisions of other individuals,
a process often referred to as the neighborhood effect. Consumers,

particularly moderate and lower income home seeKers, are often ill
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informed about home financing opportunities and even when informed
have limited bargaining power. Racism often generates rapid shifts
in attitudes toward particular residential necighborhoods. Speculators
are often in a position to profit by manipulating and accelerating
these destabilizing forces.

These instabilities of the housing market cause neighborhoods
to be very fragile institutions. An essential element in maintaining
their vitality is an adequate supply of conventional mortgage credit.
When depository institutions shun the credit needs of their local
neighborhood in search of higher, short term profits elsewhere, the
vitality of these neighborhoods is often undermined. This social
cost has been overlooked by the federal banking agencies.

S. 406 would establish a mechanism to counter the tendency
of depository institutions to shun neighborhoods in which destabilizing
trends have appeared. By conditioning the privilege of bank expansion
on a showing of adequate service in the local community the bill
would reward those financial institutions which provide adequate
credit services in their local communities. 5.406 would, in effect,
interject the community service factor .into the market calculations
of depository institutions. As a consequence, bank expansion and
adeguate community service would be interlocked. 5.406 would make
it possible to moderate neighborhood destabilization while at the
same time maintaining a flexible banking structure and free credit
flows.

The strategy embodied in 5.406 is particularly relevant for a
period in which the federal budget must be carefully managed. The
bill does not depend on a federal subsidy, such as a tax credit,
to generate incentives. Rather, the incentive derives from the

privilege to establish additional banking facilities. The right to
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grant this privilege is a public resource that would be used more
effectively if S.406 were enacted.

5.406 does not provide community organizations with the right
to seek judicial review when a feder61 banking agency has abused
its discretion or acted contrary to law. Whether community
organizations have standing to seek judicial review of bank agency
actions on applications is unclear under existing law., The banking
agencies are naturally hostile to such a right. For example, on
November 16, 1976 the Federal Home Loan Bank Board's Acting General
Counsel, Daniel J. Goldberg in a speech before the U.S5. League of
Savings Associations stated: .

Under our branching regulations, if you logk at . )
them for federals, really only another financial institution
can file what we view as a substantial protest.

Like Congressional oversight, legal standing for community
organizations is essential if the federal banking agencies are to
be held to their statutory mandate. 5.406 should provide for

standing for community organizations.
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Af tachment 1

Before the
REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR OF NATIONAL BANKS
Richmond Region

Richmond, Virginia

In the Matter of:

The Application of American Security
and Trust Company, N.A., Washington,
D.C. to establish a branch office at
229 pennsylvania Avenue, S.E.,
Washington, D.C.

PETITION TO DENY A BRANCH APPLICATION

The Ward 1-A Advisory Neighborhood Commission (1-A ANC), the
Ward 2-C Advisory Neighborhood Commission (2-C ANC), the Ward 4-B
Advisory MNeighborhood Commission (4-B ANC), the Ward 5-C Advisory
Neighborhood Commission (5-C ANC), the Ward 6-A Advisory Neighbor-
hood Commission (6-A ANC), the Ward 7-D Advisory Neighborhood Com-
mission (7-D ANC), James Powell, Dolores Dews, Columbus Burrell,
Edward Gill and Earl Bryant hereby regquest the Comptroller of the
Currency to deny American Security and Trust Company's (AS&T)
application to establish a branch at 229 Pennsylvania Avenue,S.E.,
Washington, D.C.. AS&T has failed to provide adequate banking
services in the neighborhoods represented by the ANC petitioners
and in which the individual petitioners reside and seek to purchase
and rehabilitate homes and operate small businesses. The Comp-
troller cannot properly extend to AS&T the privilege of establishing
an additional branch at a new location until AS&T agrees to provide

more adequate banking services in petitioners' neighborhcods.
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Moreover, AS&T's lending policies have impermissible
discriminatory effects on minority pe;suns and minority neighborhoods
and the Comptroller cannot properly permit AS&T to establish additional
branches until it agrees to adjust its lending policies to eliminate
these effects.

The testimony presented on behalf of Charlotte Holmes, Chairperson
of the Housing and Community Development Committee, 6-A ANC, Charles
Richardson, Jr.,. Chairperson, 2-C ANC, Juanita Barfield, Chairperson
5-C ANC, Samuel Carson, Chairperson l-A ANC, and Richard Lohmeyer,
Vice-Chairperson 4-B ANC at the January 10, 1977 hearing on this appli-
cation before .the Regional Director for Corporate Activities, Richmond

Region, is incorporated by reference.




I. The Parties.

The 1-A, 2-C, 5-C, 4-B, 6-A, and 7-D ANC's (protesting ANC's) are
local governmental commissions elected to represent the residents of
particular neighborhoods within the District of Columbia. The neighbor-
hoods represented by the protesting ANC's are indicated in the chart
below (protesting ANC neighborhoods). These neighborhoods have a resi-
dential population ranging from 14,000 to 39,000,

ANC's were authorized by Section 738 of the District of Columbia
Self Government and Governmental Reorganization Act. Public Law 93-198,
December 24, 1973. Pursuant to that act the District of Columbia Govern-
ment has divided the District into 36 ANC neighborhoods and has formally
recognized 35 ANC's. An ANC is established when 5% of the registered
voters of a designated neighbrrhood petition the Council of the District
of Columbia (D.C. Council) to establish an ANC.

Each ANC is comprised of a number of individual commissioners.

Each commissioner is elected by the registered voters from a single
member district located within the ANC. The number of single member
districts and hence the number of commissioners varies between ANC's,
but is generally between 7 and 15. Each ANC has a chairperson who

is elected at large by all the registered voters in the ANC.

AS&T currently operates at least one branch office in each of
the protesting ANC's neighborhoods. Thus, as the elected representatives
of the residents of these neighborhoods, the protesting ANC's and their
individual commissioners have a vital interest in this proceeding. Many
of their constituénts are moderate and lower income persons who seek to
purchase or rehabilitate homes or to operate small businesses in the

neighborhoods. These constituents have been injured by AS&T's lending

88-032 0 -77.3
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policies and will Le further injurod hy an conLlinuation of these
policies. Thus the ANC's, the individual commissioncers, and Lheir
constituents will be dircctly injured if the Comptroller approves
ASsT's branch application without a commitment from ASET to modify

its lending policies.

James Powell and Dolores Dews are minority persons who reside
in protesting ANC neighborhoods. AS&T has denied both of them mort-
gage loans with low downpayment reguirements. James Powell, Dolores
Dews and other minority residents of the protesting ANC neighborhoods
have been adversely affected by AS&T's current lending policies and
will be directly injured if the Comptroller approves AS&T's branch
application without a commitment from AS&T to modify its lending
policies.

Columbus Burrell and Edward Gill are minority persons who operate
small businesses in the protesting ANC neighborhoods. Earl Bryant
is a minority person who seeks to establish a small business in a
protesting ANC neighborhood. AS&T has denied them small business
loans. Columbus Burrell, Edward Gill and other minority small
businessmen in the protesting ANC neighborhoods have been adversely
affected by AS&T's current lending policies and will be directly in-
jured if the Comptroller approves AS&T's branch application without a

commitment from AS&T to modify its lending policies.

Moreover, residents of the protesting ANC neighborhoods who do
not seek mortgage loans and small business loans for themselves are
adversely affected when other residents and small businesses in their
neighborhoods cannot obtain mortgage loans and small business loans.
These residents will be injured if the Comptroller approves AS&T's branch

application without a commitment from ASsT to modify its lending policies.

Eadr']
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II. AS&T's cbligation to serve the protesting ANC's neighborhoods.

The National Bank Act and the Federal Deposit Insurance Act direct
the Comptroller to charter national banks for two basic purposes--to
develop a sound monetary system and to serve community convenience
and needs. 12 U.S.C. sec. 21, 24,26,27,1814,1816. 12 C.F.R. sec. 4.2(b).
Thus national banks have an obligation to serve the banking needs of the
communities in which they operate.

When a national bank establishes branch offices, the areas sur-
rounding these branch offices become part of the community to be served.
Thus the national bank's obligation to serve community banking needs
extends to each of these branch office areas.

The home office or branch office area to which a national bank's
service obligation extends is known as the primary service area. The
Comptroller has defined the primary service area as the area from which
a home office or branch office generates 75% or more of its deposits.

Comptroller's Policy Statement on Corporate Activities, October 26, 1976

at 6, 11. In a densely populated urban area which has many competing
depository institutions, such as the District of Columbia, a primary
service area can be accurately characterized as a neighborhood.

The Comptroller's regulations recognize a branch office's obli-
gation to servé its local neighborhood. A national bank reguesting
permission to establish a branch office must describe in detail the
economic character of the primary service area and indicate the primary
service area's credit needs. The applicant national bank must also
describe the banking services that the proposed branch will offer.

Comptroller's Form CC 7024-0.6. (Replaced on January 2, 1977, by

Form CC 7021-01).
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The obligation to serve the banking needs of the primary service
area means that a national bank must make reasonable efforts to meet
the area's credit needs. When a branch application indicates that
the applicant will not make such reasonable efforts, the Comptroller
cannot properly approve the application. Similarly, when an applicant
has not made reasonable efforts to serve the credit needs of the
primary service areas surrounding its existing branch offices, the
Comptroller cannot properly authorize it to expand by establishing
additional branches.

ASET operates ;) branch offices in the protesting ANC neighbor-
hoods. The primary service areas of these branches represent more
than one-half of the total area of the protesting ANC neighborhoods.
The protesting ANC neighborhoods, the location of AS&T's branch
offices operating in these neighborhoods, and the estimated primary
service area for each branch office are indicated on the chart below.

Most of these Eranch cffices were established prior to 1960 and
their primary service areas were not delineated in the branch appli-
cations. However AS&T's 1962 application to establish a branch office
at 5911 Blair Road, N.W. (within the 4-B ANC) delineated a primary
service area roughly equivalent to a circle with a one mile radius.
Similarly, the Comptroller's field investigation concerning AS&T's
1962 application to relocate its Georgia Avenue branch office ({(within

“the 1-A ANC) from 3608 Avenue, N.W. to 3500 Georgia Avenue, N.W.
indicates a circular service area with a one mile radius. However,
AS&T's applications to establish branch offices at 120 C Street, N.W.

(within the 2-C ANC) in 1966 and 2lst and L Streets, N.W. in 1974,
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and its application in this proceeding have delineated primary service
areas with radii of approximately 1/3 of a mile.

Two factors account for the smaller primary service areas in the
later applications. First, new branches established by other financial
institutions have increased the competition for deposits and thereby
shrunk the primary service areas. Second, primary service areas are
smaller in business areas where most consumer deposits are obtained
from employees at their place of work than in residential neighborhoods.
Considering both these factors, petitioners estimate the primary service
areas for AS&T's branch cffices to have currently a 1/2 mile radius
in residential neighborhoods and a 1/3 mile radius in business areas.

However, the assumption of circular primary services areas in
some cases significantly understates the portions of the protesting
ANC neighborhoods that lie within the primary service areas. The ANC's
generally represent natural neighborhoods and thus provide a natural
customer deposit base. Therefore the primary service areas often
conform more closely to ANC boundaries than to circular areas.

Moreover, by definition a branch office receives 25% of its deposits
from outside its primary service area. Since the portions of the pro-
testing ANC neighborhoods which lie outside the primary service areas
are close to tiae AS&T branch offices, AS&T will receive a significant
volume of deposits from these areas.

Based on an evaluation of neighborhood characteristics petitioners
have estimated the percentage of deposits at each AS&T branch that is
obtained from the protesting ANC neighborhoods. The estimation indicates

that the 11 AS&T branch offices, with three exceptions, obtain at least
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50% of their deposits from the protesting ANC neighborhoods. The
three exceptions involve branch office; located on the boundary of
the 2-C ANC, an ANC in which AS&T operates a total of 7 branch offices.
In view of this contribution of deposits by the protesting ANC neighbor-
hoods, AS&T has an obligation to serve the banking needs of these neigh-
borhoods.

Petitioners have alsoc estimated the percentage of deposits at
each AS&T branch that are cbtained from commuters--persons who work
in the protesting ANC neighborhood but do not reside there. Commuter
deposits represent a high percentage of total deposits at AS&T's seven
branches located in the 2-C ANC. In residential neighborhoods such
as the 7-D ANC and the 4-B ANC commuter deposits do not represent a
significant share of total branch deposits.

AS&T's obligation to serve the banking needs of the protesting
ANC neighborhoods derives from their role as primary service areas.
The primary service area is defined in terms of total branch deposits--
commuter deposits as well as resident deposits. Thus the total deposits
obtained from an ANC neighborhood, including commuter deposits, is the
relevant factor in determining that obligation. However, once that
obligation has been established, resident deposits are a relevant
factor in assessing the impact of the branch on the neighborhood.

The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) has provided
petitioners with the volume of deposits by deposit category held by
each AS&T branch office as of June 30, 1975. Based on the FDIC deposit
data petitioners have estimated the volume of AS&T branch office deposits
obtained from each protesting ANC neighborhood and from resident consumers

and businesses.

- p——— A U



1-A  ANC
Georaia Avenue liranch
3500 Georgia Ave., N.W.
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits ‘obtained from ANC Area: mnt
Estimated Percent of ANC Area Deposits obtained from Commuters: 30%
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area
residents and businesses: 49%
Deposit Type Branch ANC Area ANC Pesidents &
(FDIC Data) (Estimation) Businesses
(All amounts in millions) (Estimation)
Demand $5.136 $3.595 $2.517
Passbook Savings $B.405 $5.884 $4.118
Time $ .669 $ .468 $ .328
Total Deposits $14.210 $9.947 $6.963
2-C  ANC

Mt. Vernon Square Branch
7th Street and Mass. Ave., N.W.

Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from AMC Area: 80%
Estimated Percent of ANC Area Neposits obtained from Commuters: 75%
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area
residents and businesses: 20%
Deposit Type Branch ANC Area ANC Residents &

(FDIC Data) (Estimation) Businesses

{All amounts in millions) (Estimation)

Demand $19.745 $15.796 $3.949
Passbook Savings $11.355 $ 9.084 $2.271
Time $2.232 $ 1.786 $ .446

Total Deposits $33.332 $26.666 $6.667
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2-C ANC

Northeast Branch

8th and 0 Streets, N.E. .
Estimated Percent of Rranch Deposits _obtained from ANC Arca: 3o
Estimated Percent of AMC Arca Deposits obtained from Commuters: 30%
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area
residents and businesses: 21%
Deposit Type Branch ANC Area ANC Residents &

(FDIC Data) (Estimation) Businesses
(All amounts in millions) (Lstimation)

Demand $ 6.0B0 $1.824 $1.277
Passbook Savings $11.2513 $3.2376 $2.363
Time $ 1.444 $ .433 $ .303
Total Deposits $18.777 $5.633 $3.943

15th and M Streets Branch

15th and M Streets, N.W.
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area: 40%
Estimated Percent of ANC Area Deposits obtained from Commuters: BO%
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Arca
residents and businesses: 8%
Deposit Type Branch ANC Area ANC Residents &

(FDIC Data) {Estimation) Busincsses
(All amounts in millions] (Estimation)

Demand $26.411 $10.564 $2.113
Passbook Savings $ B.765 $ 3.506 $ .701
Time $ 1.576 $ .630 $ .126

Total Deposits $36.752 $14.700 $2.940
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2-(:  ANC

0 Street Branch

Tst and 0 Strecks, N.F.
Estimated Plerceont of Nranch Deposilts .oblained From ANC Arca: a0
Estimated Percent of ANC Areca Deposits obtained from Commuters: 40%
Estimated Percent of Rranch Deposits obtained from ANC Area
residents and businesses: 18%
Deposit Type Branch ANC Area ANC Residents &

(FDIC Data) (Estimation) Businesses
(All amounts in millions) TEstimation)

Demand $7.860 $3.144 $1.414
Passbook Savings $3.546 $1.418 $ .638
Time $ .676 $ .270 $ .122
Total Deposits $12.082 $ 4.833 $2.174

Columbia Branch

911 F Street, N.W.
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area: BO%
Estimated Percent of ANC Area Deposits obtained from Commuters: 92%
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area
residents and businesses: 6%
Deposit Type Branch ANC Arca ANC Residents &

(FDIC Data) (Estimation) Businesses
{All amounts in millions) (Estimation)

Demand $13.732 $10.986 $ .B24
Passbook Savings § 3.782 $ 3.026 5 .227
Time $ .887 $ .710 § .053
Total Deposits $18.401 $14.721 $ 1.104
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2-C  ANC

Federal 'Priangle Hranch

1111 Pennsylwvania Ave., N.W.
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits._obtained from ANC Area: 50%
Estimated Percent of ANC Area Deposits obtained from Commuters: 97%
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area
residents and businesses: 2%
Deposit Type Branch ANC Area MIC Residents &

[FDIC hata) {Cstimation) Businesscs
(All amounts in millions) (Estimation)

Demand $6.375 $3.188 $ .l28
Passbook Savings $4.138 $2.069 § .083
Time $ .895 $ .448 $ .018
Total Deposits $11.408 $5.704 $ .228

120 C Street Branch

120 C Street, N.W.
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area: 50%
Estimated Percent of ANC Area Deposits obtained from Commuters: 95%
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area
residents and businesses: 3%
Deposit Type Branch ANC Area ANC Residents &

(FDIC Data) (Estimation) Businesses
(All amounts in millions) TEstimation)

Nemand $5.142 $2,571 $ .154
Passbook Savings $ .B72 $ .439 $ .026
Time .122 $ .06l $ .0n4
Total Deposits $6.142 $3.071 5 .184




4-11  ANC

Blair Road Branch

5911 Blair Road, N.W.
Estimated Percent of Branch DNeposits--obtained from ANC Arca: 5%
Estimated Percent of ANC Area Deposits obtained from Commuters: 15%
Estimated Perxcent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area
residents and businesses: 64%
Deposit Type Branch BANC Area ANC PResidents &

(FDIC Data) (Estimation) Businesses
(All amounts in millions) (Estimation)
Demand $4.395 $3.296 $2.813
Passbook Savings $4.589 $3.440 $2.,937
Time $1.232 $ .924 5 .788
Total Deposits $10.216 $7.662 $6.538
5-C__ANC

0 Street Branch

lst and O Streets, N.E.
Estimated Percent of Branch NDeposits obtained from ANC Area: 50%
Estimated Percent of ANC Area Deposits obtained from Commuters: 30%
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area
residents and businesses: 35%
Deposit Type Branch ANC Area ANC Residents &

[FDIC bata) {Estimation) Businesses
(All amounts in millions) (Estimation)

Demand $7.860 $3.930 $2.751
Passbook Savings $3.546 $1.773 §1.241
Time $ .676 $§ .338 $ .237
Total Deposits $12.082 $6.041 $4.229



G-A _ ANC

Northeast Branch

Bth and H Streets, N.E.
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits pbtained from ANC Area: 50%
Estimated Percent of ANC Area Deposits obtained from Commuters: 20%
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area
residents and businesses: 40%
Deposit Type Branch ANC Area ANC Residents &

(FDIC Data) {Estimation) Businesses

(All amounts in millions) {Estimation)

Demand $ 6.080 $3.040 $2.432
Passbook Savings $11.253 $5.627 $4.501
Time $ 1.444 $ .722 $ .578
Total Deposits 518.777 $9.389 $7.511

East Capitol Street Branch
5th and East Capitol Streets

Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits cbtained from ANC Area: S50%
Estimated Percent of ANC Area Deposits obtained from Commuters: 20%
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area
residents and businesses: 40%
Deposit Type Branch ANC Area ANC Residents &

T{FDIC Data) (Estimation) Businesses

{All amounts in millions) {Estimation)

Demand $3.142 $1.571 $1.257
Passbook Savings $5.279 $2.640 $2.111
Time $ .903 § .452 $ .36l

Total Deposits $9.324 $4.662 $3.730
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7-13  ANC
Benning Branch
Minnesota Ave., N.E.

Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area: 50%
Estimated Percent of ANC Area Deposits obtained from Commuters: 20%
Estimated Percent of Branch Deposits obtained from ANC Area
residents and businesses: 40%
Deposit Type Branch ANC Area ANC Residents &

(FDIC Data) (Estimation) Buslnesses

(All amounts in millions) {Estimation)

Demand $3.934 $1.967 $1.574
Fassbook Savings $9.310 $4.655 $3.724
Time $1.170 $ .585 § .468

Total Deposits $14.414 $7.207 $5.765
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III. The credit needs of the protcsting ANC neighborhoods.

Each protesting ANC neighborhood-encompasses a substantial
residential area and varying sized commercial strips comprised of
small businesses. The 2-C ANC also encompasses a large business
district and many office buildings of the federal government.

a. Mortgage credit needs.

The residents of the six protesting ANC neighborhocds are
predominantly moderate and lower income persons and predominantly

Black persons.

Residential Population Percent Black Persons* Average Family
Income**
(1970) (1970) (1973)
1-A 26,000 94.4% $9,423
2-C 39,008 80.5 8,168
4-B 22,195 80.0 14,597
5-C 29,165 91.9 10,212
6-A 38,249 82.6 9,785
7-D 14,166 98.6 11,190

District of Columbia $15,842

The housing stock in the protesting ANC neighborhoods represents
a mixture of 1-4 family homes and multi-family buildings.

Distribution of Housing Units - 1970 Census

1-A 2-C 4-B 5=0 6-A 7-p
1-
Family 35% 24% T4% 54% 56% 49%
2-4
Family 11% 16% 6% 21% 24% 15%
5 or
More S54% 60% 20% 25% 20% 36%
Total

Units 25865 16,588 6,916 8,322 11,274 4,552
ensus Data

**Data provided by the D.C. Commission on Residential Mortgage
Investment.
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A substantial number of the housing units in the 1-4 family
structures in the protesting ANC neighborhoods are owner occupied.

Percent of 1-4 Family Units Owner Occupied* - 1970 Census

1= 2-C 4-B 5-C 6-2a 7=D

50% 22% 83% 443 39% 57%

Thus the residents of the protesting ANC neighborhoods have a
substantial need for mortgage credit.

Total Dollar Amount of Mortgage Loan Originations
For the Purchase of 1-4 Family Homes** - Dollars in Millions

1-A 2-C 4-B 5=C 6-A 1-D
1973 $1.625 $2.245 $3.163 $2.705 $8.268 $1.249
1975 $3.527 $3.578 $4.494 $3.586 $15.924 $1.286

During the last 3 to 5 years, the demand for mortgage credit
on the part of protesting ANC neighborhood residents has increased
significantly because a growing number of such residents desire to
become home owners. This increased interest in home ownership arises
from a desire to participate in the upgrading of the protesting ANC
neighborhoods and the realization that home ownership may be necessary
to prevent future displacement from the neighborhoocds.

However, this increased interest in home ownership on the part
of the neighborhood residents has been frustrated by the fact that in
recent years home prices have risen faster than the incomes of the

neighborhoodg many moderate and lower income persons.

*This assumes that all owner occupied housing units excluding
co-operatives and condominiums are in 1-4 family structures and
that all co-operative and condominium units are in structures
with 5 or more units.

**Data provided by the D.C. Commission on Residential Mortgage
Investment.
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Average Sales Price of 1-4 Family 2
1973 i 1 Increase

1-a $18,774 $23,266 248

2-C 18,941 22,282 18

4-B 26,406 36,964 40

5-C 16,965 21,450 27

6-A 21,659 37,659 74

7-D 19,350 25,075 30

District of Columbia Average Family Income

1973+ 1975 % Increase

§15,842 $17,262 9

When home prices rise faster than family income, moderate and
lower income persons experience increasing difficulty in setting
aside the cash needed for down payments on home purchases. Thus
there is a great need in the protesting ANC neighborhoods for mortgage
loans with low down payment requirements ..

In spite of this need, most of the commercial banks and savings
and loans localtnd in the District of Columbia impose a 25% down payment
requirement on persons sesking mortgage loans to purchase homes in
the protesting ANC neighborhoods.

FHA and VA insured loans reduce down payment requirements. However,
commercial banks and savings and loans in the District have generally
refused to provide FHA insured mortgage loans. As a result the great

* pata provided by the D.C. Commission on Residential Mortgage Investment.
**Data provided by the Council of Governments Metropolitan Washington.
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majority of home purchascrs in the protesting ANC neighborhoods have
been forced to rely on mortgage banking companies for FIIA insured
mortgage loans.

Percent of Total Mortgage Cred:l.t. Provided by Mortgage
Banking Companies, S&lL's, and Commercial Banks - 1375*

Ibrtg!?e Banking** S&L's Commercial Banks
Companies

1-a 60.3% 6.7% 0.3%

2-Cc 24.8% 16.1% 0.2%

4-B 64.2% 20.1% 0.4%

5-C 61.0% 4.3% 1.2%

6=A 49.5% 14.3% 1.4%

7-D 70.2% 12.6% 0.0%

This forced reliance on mortgage banking companies has had
several adverse effects. First, mortgage bankers will not refinance
the mortgage lcans which they originate and service. Thus, the
home purchaser is cut off from this source of credit for home rehab-
ilitation or other expenditures. Information provided by the D.C.
Commission on Residential Mortgage Investment. Second, mortgage
banking companies fo{clote on home owners who experience temporary
mortgage payment difficulties much faster than depository institutions.
Third, mortgage bankers do not perform home inspections with the
same thoroughness as depository institutions and thus afford less
protection to home buyers. Thus there is a great need in the pro-
testing ANC neighborhocds for cammerclial banks and savings and
laosn to provide FHA insured mortgage loans.

However, even if commercial banks and savings and loans provide
FHA insured mortgage loans, moderate and lower income residents will
continue to be disadvantaged if the commercial banks and savings and
loans do not also provide conventional mortgage loans with reduced
*Data provided by the D.C. Commission on Residential Mortgage Investment
**These percentages include mortgage loans provided by credit unions.

According to the D.C. Commission on Residential Mortgage Investment, credit
unions provide approximately 2% to 3% of the total mortgage credit in

the ANC neighborhoods.

88032 O - 77 . 4
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down payment requirements. Some home sellers and real estate brokers
are unwilling to sell homes to buyers who will obtain FlIA insured
mortgage loans. Lenders providing FHA insured mortgage loans often
require sellers to pay "points", HUD Inspectors may require the seller
to undertake repairs, and FHA insured mortgage loans may take longer
to arrange than conventional mortgage loans. Moreover, because of
widespread reliance by minority persons on FHA financing, many home
sellers or brokers who seek to avoid sales to minority persons refuse
to sell to buyers who will use FHA financinj. Thus when FHA financing
is the only financing available to moderate and lower income residents,
these residents are denied access to a substantial share of the
housing market. There is therefore a large unmet demand in the
protesting ANC neighborhoods for commercial banks and savings and
loans to provide conventional mortgage loans with liberal down-
payment reguirements.

Many housing units in the protesting ANC neighborhoods are in
need of substantial rehabilitation. Surveys by the D.C Department
of Economic Development indicate that in portions of the 1-A ANC,
5-C ANC, and 6-A ANC neighborhoods and in the entire 2-C ANC neigh-
borhood 67% of the housing units require rehabilitation. District
of Columbia Department of Housing and Community Development, Application

for Federal Assistance for a Community Development Block Grant

Program - 1975 at V-6. Thus, the protesting ANC neighborhoods have
an unmet demand for mortgage credit to finance home rehabilitation.
As home prices have risen faster than family income a growing
number of residents have found the monthly payments on the mortgage
loans required to purchase homes to be beyond their means. Thus,

an interest rate subsidy is needed to enable such residents to purchase
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homes. The FHA 235 program enabloes moderate and lower income

persons to purchasc and rchabilitate low priced homes with 5% interest
rate mortgages. UD has authorized [inancing for 1,000 235 units .4
in the District of Columbia during fiécal year 1977, llowever, due

in large measure to mortgage lender unwillingness to participate in
the FHA 235 program this allocation is not being used. Thus, there

is an unmet need in the protesting ANC neighborhoods for commercial
banks and savings and loans to make mortgage loans under the FHA

235 program.

Multi-family buildings (5 or more units) provide from 20% to
60% of the housing units in the respective protesting ANC neighbor-
hoods. Almost all of these multi-family buildings are renter occu-
pied and many are in need of rehabilitation. Various non-profit
organizations have sought to convert the tenure of certain multi-
family buildings from landlord ownership to co-operative ownership
by tenants. Co-operative ownership would provide tenants with an
incentive to rehabilitate the buildings and allow them to participate
in the upgrading of the protesting ANC neighborhoods. At the same
time, it would also enable tenants to minimize the cost of rehab-

"ilitation and thereby avoid the danger of displacement from the
building due to expensive rehabilitation designed to attract high
income persons.

The FHlA 213 is designed to insure mortgage loans made to non-
profit organizations sponsoring co-operative housing projects. llow-
ever, the commercial banks and savings and locans in the District
have been unwilling to provide mortgage loans under the FIIA 213
program. Information provided by John Lunsford, a director of Jubilee
Housing.

The FHA 235 program, in addition to providing mortgage insurance
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and on interest ratc subsidy for single family housing, also extends
to the conversion of multi-family buildings to condominium owner-
ship for moderate and lower income persons. However, as noted above,
commercial banks and savings and loans in the District have been
unwilling to participate in the PHA 235 program.

b. Small business credit needs.

The businesses located in the protesting ANC neighborhoods are
moatly small businesses. The only major exception is:'portion of the
2=-C ANC area scuth of Massachusetts Ave. which contains large retail
stores and federal office buildings. Petitioners estimate that there
are roughly 1,300 small businesses located in the protesting ANC
neighho_:hpoda. Petitioners also estimate that approximately 90% of
the small buysinesses located in the 1-A ANC, 2-C ANC, and 5-C ANC
areas are minority owned.

The small businesses located in the protesting ANC neighborhoods
have been severely handicapped by the inability to obtain commercial
loans. Petitioners have s.urveyed 74 small businesses located in the
1-A ANC, 2-C ANC, and 5-C ANC areas. Only 12% of the businesses
surveyed currently had a commercial loan from a commercial bank or
had obtained a commercial loan from a commercial bank in the last
several years. On the other hand, 49% of the businesses surveyed
stated that they had tried to obtain a commercial loan and had failed
or had not tried because they felt it was useless.

Small Businesses

Total Percent Number Obtained Denied Commercial
lestimate) Minority Surveyed Commercial Loan or did not
Owne

Loan Apply Because The
Tin last FeEt It Was Useles:

several years)

1-a 150 85% 24 5 12
2-C 500 95% 46 4 22
4-B 250
5-C 150
6-A 150

7-D 100
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When an adequate supply of commercial credit is available a
high percent of small businesses borrow from commcrcial banks. For
example, The National Capital Bank of Washington indicates that it
extends commercial loans to 28 of the 39 small businesses located on
Pennsylvania Ave., S.E. between 2nd and 7th streets, S.E. and on 2
blocks of 7th Street, 5.E. which have deposit accounts with it.

Memorandum of National Capital Bank of Washington Protesting the Branch

Application of American Security and Trust Company, Jan. 6, 1977 at

Attachment 4.

Thus, 72% of these small businesses receive loans from commercial
banks. This borrowing rate of 72% contrasts sharply with the 12%
rate in three ANC neighborhoods surveyed. The contrast indicates
that commercial banks have generally refused to serve the credit needs
of the small businesses in the protesting ANC neighborhoods.

The unwillingness of commercial banks to extend commercial credit
in the protesting ANC neighborhoods has not only cur£ailed the oper-
ations of existing small businesses but has also impeded the estab-
lishment of new small businesses. A study performed for the District
of Columbia Redevelopment Land Agency indicates that there are sub-
stantial opportunities for new small businesses in several of the
protesting ANC neighborhoods. D.C Redevelppment Land Agency, Shaw

Commercial Study, 1973.
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V. ASsT's mortyaye lending record in Lhe prolesiing ANC neighborhoods.

ASELT has wirtually refused to provide mortgage loans for the
purpose of 1-4 family homes in the protesting ANC neighborhoods.
During the pericd from May, 1972 to iune, 1976, AS&T made only five
mortgage loans with a total dollar amount of $174,000 for the purchase
of 1-4 family homes in the area represented by the six protesting

ANC's. Lusk's District of Columbia Real Estate Directory Service,

May, 1272 - June, 1976.

AS&T Mortgage Loans For 1-4 Family Home Purchases

May, 1972 - June, 1976

ANC Purchase Price Mortgage Loan Loan to Price Ratic
6-A $95,000 $65,000 68%

6-A B6,000 65,000 75.6

4-0 26,000 19,000 73

4-B 13,000 13,000 73

1-A 15,800 12,000 63

2-C o 0

5-C 1] 0

7-D "] 0

Total Mortgage Loans For Home Purchases $174,000

AS&T dollar volume of mortgage credit for home purchases in the
protesting ANC neighborhoods over the entire four year and one month
period represents only 0.5% of the total dollar volume of such mortgage
credit provided by all lenders to these ncighborhoods during the single
year of 1975.

Mortgage Loans To Purchase 1-4 Family Hlomes in the

Six Protesting ANC Neighborhoods

ASET May, 1972 - June, 1976 $.174

all Lenders 1975 $32,395 million*

*Data provided by the D.C. Commission on Residential Mortgage
Investment.
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ASET has gonducted its banking operations in a manner to dis-
courage residents of the protesting ANC's from applying for mortgage
loans. At least two of the branch uf%ices located in the protesting
ANC neighborhoods have not been given authority to extend mortgage
loans. AS&T officers at the Blair Road Branch 4-B ANC and the Benning
Road Branch in the 7-D ANC have told neighborhood residents seeking
mortgage loans that they must inguire at AS&T's main office at 15th
Street and Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. Moreover, among the six personal
banking services listed in AS&T's advertising material, mortgage

loans are conspicuously absent. See Appendix A.

AS5&T requires mortgage loan applicants to pay a non-refundable
fee of $99.50 before its loan officers will begin to process an
application. See Appendix B. Moderate and lower income applicants
who believe that they may not succeed in obtaining mortgage loans
are generally reluctant to risk $99.50 to determine if they are
qualified. Other mortgage lenders in the District do not employ
such tactics. For example, Independence Federal Savings and Loan
Association will examine a mortgage application on the asumption
that the information provided by the applicant is correct and make
a preliminary decision. Only after a preliminary approval is given
is the applicant required to pay a loan origination fee to cover the
cost of a credit investigation and home appraisal.

AS&T has refused to provide mortgage financing with low down
payment requirements and has thereby denied the moderate and lower
income residents of the protesting ANC neighborhoods access to mort-
gage credit. AS&T will not participate in any of the FHA programs
of loan insurance. Thus, neighborhood residents cannot obtain .
the following types of mortgage loans from AS&T--(1) loans under the

FHA 203(b) program to purchase 1-4 family homes; (2) lcans under the
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FUA 235 program to purchase and rchabilitate 1 family homes and con-
dominium units; (3) loan under the FllA 213 program to purchase multi-

family buildings for co-operative ownership.
The record ol AS&T's mortyaye loans provided from May, 1972

to June, 1976 indicates that AS&T hasﬂrequired at least a 25% down-
payment on conventional mortgage loans in the protesting ANC neigh-
borhoods. Few moderate and lower income persons are able to purchase
homes with such down payment requirements.

On February 14, 1976, James Powell, a minority person and
resident of the 7-D ANC inquired at AS&T's main office as to whether
AS&T would provide a mortgage loan to purchase a $44,000 home in the
7-D ANC. Mr. Powell sought an FHA insured mortgage loan but was
informed by AS&T's loan cfficer that ASAT did not make FHA loans.
Mr. Powell then asked about R5&T's down payment requirements on
conventional mortgage locans. The loan officer informed Mr. Powell
that AS&T required a 25% down payment. However, when pressed by
Mr. Powell, the loan officer subsegquently stated that AS&T might provide
a mortgage loan with a 20% down payment requirement.

Thus AS&T may have reduced its down payment requirement for
the purchase of homes in the protesting ANC neighborhoods, but, if
so, it is reluctant to inform neighborhood residents of this fact.
However, even if AS&T has reduced its down payment requirement to
20%, this is still an unnecessarily burdensome requirement. Thus
ASsT continucs to use high down payment requirements as a mcans
to deny the protesting ANC ncighborhood residents access to mortgage

credit.

ASST has also refused to provide mortgage loans to purchase and
rehabilitate:moderately priced home, On Fabruary 15, 1977 Delores
Dews, a minority person, inquired at AS&T's main office as to whether

AS&T would extend her a mortgage loan to enable her to exercise her
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first option to purchase a home for $19,000 located on Columbia
Road, N.W., the boundary line of the 1~A ANC. An AS&T loan officer
informed Ms. Dews that AS&T would not provide a home purchase and
rehabilitation mortgage loan. The loan officer also discouraged Ms.
Dews from applying for a conventional home purchase mortgage loan,
stated that AS&T would not provide FHA insured mortgage loans, and
suggested that she contact a mortgage banking company in Maryland in

order to obtain an FHA insured mortgage loan.

AS&T has also been unwilling to provide comventional mortgage
loans to non-profit corporations that seek to sponsor co-operative
housing for moderate and lower income persons. For example, in 1974
AS&T indicated to Jubilee Housing that it was not interested in
providing mortgage credit to Jubilee Housing for the purchase and
rehabilitation of multi~family buildings with theultimate objective
of conversion to co-operative ownership by the tenants. Information
provided by John Lunsford, a director of Jubilee Housing.

ASET has privided a minimal supply of mortgage credit to exist-
ing home owners in the protesting ANC neighborhoods in the form of
refinancing outstanding mortgage loans and granting second mortgage
loans. However, AS&T's refinancings and second mortgage loans have
been concentrated almost entirely in the portion of the 6-A ANC that
is west of 15th Street, N.E.. Over the last 7 years this area has
experienced ; dramatic displacement of moderate and lower income
minority persons and an influx of affluent white persons. Petitioners
estimate that the area's residential population has changed from gpg
Black in 1970 to 50% Black in 1977. Most of ASAT's mortgage credit
extended to existing home owners has gone to White persons under-
taking rehabilitation in this area. Outside this limited area AS&T's
record of providing mortgage credit to existing home owners in the
protesting ANC neighborhoods is almost as dismal as its record of

pProviding mortgage credit for home purchases.
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AS&T Mortgage Loans 'l'o Existing llome Owners

Refinancings and Second Mortgages, May, 1972 - June, 1976*

ANC
6~A $52,000 $20,000 $8,988
West of 15th St., 40,039 15,000 8,760
N.E. 37,069 14,673 8,394
29,319 14,673 6,278
29,206 13,194 6,082
28,875 13,092 5,044
28,002 11,599 3,616
25,282 11,332
22,002 10,987
21,898 9,936
20,892
TOTAL:  $607,389
6-a $ 5,461
East of 15th St.,
N.E.
2-C $29,307 $6,918 54,698
12,864 6,514
4-B $25,000 $12,477 $8,282
5-C $9,246 $8,000
1-A $8,935
7-D $ 0

Total Excluding 6A West of 15th Street, N.E.: $137,702

AS&T's branch application in this proceeding provides further
evidence of AS&T's attitude toward mortgage lending in the District
of Columbia East of Rock Creek. 1In listing the credit needs of the
proposed primary service area which is located in the 6-B ANC neigh-
borhood, AS&T fails te even mention mortgaye loans even Lhouyh $21,356
million in mortgage loans was extended in 1975 in the 6-1 ANC.

ASET Application, Summary of Information at 1. AS&T's application

also indicates that the proposed branch office would not have authority

to originate mortgage loans. Summary of Information at 1. Moreover,

* Lusk's District of Columbia Real Estate Directory Service,
May, 1972 - June, 1976
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ASE1's estimate of the loan volume that would be outlstanding at
the proposcd branch olfice alter (ive ycars of operalion does not pro-

vide for any mortgage loans. Summar_)-r_ of Information at 2B.
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V. ASET's Small Business Loan Record in the Protesting ANC's.

ASET has severely restricted its supply of small business loans
in the protesting ANC neighborhoods., AS&T has refused to make many
small business loans which could have been made without undue risk.
For example, in 1976 AS&T refused to provide a small business loan
to Columbus Shoe Repair located at 4051-A Minnesota Avenue, N.E.

(7-D ANC). The store owner, Columbus Burrell, a minority person,
had been in business for 11 years. Likewise, in 1975 AS&T refused
to provide a small business loan to Gill's Valet located at 4051
Minnesota Avenue, N.E. (7-D). The store's owner, Edward Gill, a
minority person, had been iﬂpusiness for 13 years.

ASET's refusal to provide small business credit has thwarted
the establishment of new small businesses as well as handicapping
existing ones. On January 31, 1977 Earl Bryant, a minority person,
sought a small business loan from AS&T in order to install a new
ventilation system in a new bakery store which he proposed to open
at 312 14th Street, N.W. (1-A ANC). Mr. Bryant had purchased with
his own savings and installed $8,000 of bakery eguipment and was ready
to open for business when the District of Columbia Government informed
him that he would have to install a new ventilation system. AS&T's
Georgia Avenue, N.W. branch office refused to extend a small business
loan of $5.060 to cover the estimated cost of installing a new
ventilation system. AS&T could easily have made the loan with no
undue risk by taking a $5,000 lien on the $8,000 worth of bakery

equipment.
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VI. ASsT's failure to fulfill its service obligation to the pro-

testing ANC neighborhoods. .

a. Refusal to make reasonable efforts to serve unmet credit
needs.

As shown above AS&T's obligation to serve the banking needs of
its primary service areas requires that it make reasonable efforts
to serve the credit needs of the protesting ANC neighborhoods. Pe-
titioners have demonstrated that there is a large unmet demand for
mortgage credit and small business credit in these neighborhoods.
Moreover, the provision of mortgage loans, reduction of down payment
requirements on conventional loans, participation in FHA programs
and expansion of loans to small businesses are reasonable activities
for a commercial bank with AS&T's financial and managerial resources.
As a national bank, AS&T is authorized to provide a variety of credit
services. Though a national bank may properly limit the range of
credit services it offers, it cannot refuse to provide a certain type
of credit service in its primary service area if there is a substantial
unmet demand for such credit. Therefore, AS&T's virtual refusal to
provide mortgage credit and its restricted supply of small business
credit in the protesting ANC neighborhoods are unreasonable and result
in a breach of its obligation to serve the protesting ANC neighborhoods.

b. Provision of mortgage credit outside the protesting ANC

neighborhoods.

Even if AS&T were to argue that it could avoid its obligation
to its primary service areas by excluding a credit service in all
areas of operation, AS&T cannot advance such an argument in this

proceeding. AS&T can hardly claim that mortgage lending is a type
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of credit service which it does not provide. During the four year
and one month period in which AS&T virtually refused to provide
mortgage credit for home purchases in the protesting ANC neighbor-
hoods, it provided a substantial volume of such loans in the portion
of the District of Columbia West of Rock Creek--an area in which
AS&T has six branch offices--and outside the District of Columbia--
an area where AS&T has no branch offices.

AS&T Mortgage Loans

Outside D.C.--January, 1972--June, 1975* $38.541 million
Purchase of 1-4 Family Homes

Outside D.C.--January, 1975--June, 1976%* $6.336 million
Purchase of 1-4 Family Homes and
Refinancings for Home Improvement

D.C. West of Rock Creek Park--January, 1972--June,1975% $9.048 million
Purchase of 1-4 Family Homes

D.C. West of Rock Creek Park--January, 1975--June, 1976%*%* $3.446 millien

Purchase of 1-4 Family Homes and
Refinancings for Home Improvement

Protesting ANC Neighborhoods--May, 1972--June, 1976*** $.044 million
Purchase of 1-4 Family Homes (Excluding 6A ANC
West of 15th Street, N.E.)
Protesting ANC Neighborhoods--May, 1972--June, 1976*** $.182 million
(Excluding 6A ANC West of 15th Street, N.E.
Purchase of 1-4 Family Homes,
Refinancings, and Second Mortgage Loans

Thus, AS&T's virtual refusal to extend mortgage credit for
home purchases in the protesting ANC neighborhoods is not the result of
: mortgage lending
a general policy against applied in all areas but is instead a
selective refusal to lend in particular neighborhoods. Rather than
give priority to its primary service areas over outside areas, AS&T
*Data provided by the D.C. Commission on Residential Mortgage
Investment

*#*acET, Mortgage Loan Disclosure Statement, September 30, 1976.
***Lusk's D.C. Real Estate Directory Service, May, 1972-June, 1976.
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gives priority to outside areas. This classic pattern of redlining
constitutes a fundamental viclation of AS&4T's obligation to serve

the credit needs of the protesting ANC neighborhoods.

Moreover, AS&T'S distorted distribution of mortgage credit

is not the unfortunate result of lending criteria applied in an

even handed manner. AS&T's mortgage loan data indicate that ASET has
provided more liberal mortgage financing in the affluent portion of
D.C. west of Rock Creek than it has in the protesting ANC neighbor-
hoods. Undoubtedly these same liberal policies yereapplied in areas
outside the District of Columbia where AS&T made by far the greatest
number of its home purchase mortgage loans.

Maximum Loan To Price Ratio--AS&T Home Purchase

Mortgage Loans--May, 1972 to June, 1976*

Protesting ANC Neighborhoods 75.6%
D.C. West of Rock Creek:
Price AS&T Mortgage Loan Ratio
$I50,000 $150,000 100%
45,000 38,000 B4.4
72,000 60,000 83
22,000 18,000 B1.8
99,750 80,000 80.2
84,500 67,600 80
63,000 50,400 80
47,500 38,000 80
47,500 38,000 80
44,000 35,200 80

Rather than adjust its mortgage lending criteria in order to
serve the credit needs of the protesting ANC neighborhoods, ASET
adjusted its criteria in order to divert mortgage credit away from

these neighborhoods.
*
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c. Breach of branch application commitments.

As shown above, in order to diécouraqe residents from applying
for mortgage loans AS&T refuses to provide mortgage loan services
as its branch offices in the protesting ANC neighborhoods. Mortgage
loan applicants are required to apply at AS&T's corporate head-
quarters on 15th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. Yet AS&T's
application to establish a branch at 120 C Street, N.W. (2-C ANC)
stated that the proposed branch would offer first mortgage loans.*
Likewise, AS&T's application to establish a branch at 5911 Blair
Road, W.W. indicated that there was a major demand for mortgage
credit in the neighborhood and stated that AS&T would offer com-
plete banking services of the proposed branch.** RAS&T's refusal
to provide mortgage loan origination services at these branch
offices represents a flagrant breach of commitments if made in
obtaining the approval of the Comptroller's Office to establish
these branches.

d. Disinvestment of the protesting ANC neighborhoods.

AS&T's unwillingness to provide mortgage credit and small
business credit in the protesting ANC neighborhoods has resulted
in a situation in which the deposits that it receives from neigh-
borhood residents and businesses are far greater than the loans
it makes to them. The lecvel of AS&T's disinvestment of the
protesting ANC neighborhoods can be approximated by estimating

the total volume of ASST mortgage loans, commercial loans, and

*ASET Application to Establish a Branch Office at 120 C Street, N.W.
Summary of Information, 1966.

**ASsT Application to Establish a Branch Office at 5911 Blair Road,
N.W., Summary of Information, 1962.
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consumer loans outstanding to neighborhood residents and businesses
and subtracting this total from the volume of deposits of neighbor-
hood residents and businesses held 5& ASET.

Deposit totals have already been calculated for each protesting
ANC neighborhood.

An estimate of the total dollar amount of AS&T mortgage loans
outstanding in each neighborhood can be derived from the dollar
amount of AS&T mortgage loans originated in each neighborhood from
May, 1972 to June, 1976. In the District of Columbia financial
institutions hold mortgage loans for an average of 12 years. Thus,
ASET's total volume of mortgage loans currently outstanding should
be roughly 2% times the total volume of mortgage loans it originated
over the last four years.

An estimate of AS&T's outstanding consumer loans in each
neighborhood can be derived from the volume of savings deposits
which AS&T obtains from each neighborhood. AS&T indicates that
its consumer loan volume by census tract is approximately 30%
of its savings deposit volume. AS&T Application at 2B. Thus,
AS&T's consumer loan total in each neighborhood can be derived from
the prior estimate of its savings deposit totals.*

An estimate of AS&T's outstanding small business loans in each
neighborhood can be derived from estimates of the number of small
businesses in each neighborhood, the average commercial loan per
small business, and AS&T's market share of small business loans.

T *This estimation is based on AS&T's volume of passbook savings
and time deposits, even though AS&T may have included only

passbook savings deposits in its 30% calculation. Thus, the
estimate may overstate ASET's consumer loan totals.

88032 0-T7 -5
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Petitioners have cstimated the number of small businesses located
in each protesting ANC neighborhcod. AS&T estimates that in the
service area of its proposed branch there is an average $3,000 of

commercial loans outstanding per small business. AS&T Application,

Summary of Information at Attachment 2B, Petitioners estimate

that in the protesting ANC neighborhoods due to the limited number
of small businesses which are able to obtain commercial loans,the
average commercial loan per small business is no greater than §$1,000.
Petitioners also estimate that AS&T provides 25% of all the small
business loans in these neighborhoods, although this is most likely
in overly generous estimation of AS&T's market share.

Petitioners have not included AS&T's commercial loans to large
corporations located in the protesting ANC neighborhoods. In providing
the FDIC with branch office deposit data hS&T appears to have attributed
all the demand deposits of large corporations to its main office at
15th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. AS&T indicates that its
main office has $122 million in demand deposits., Petitioners estimate
that roughly $100 million of this represents large corporate deposits.
As of December 31, 1975, AS&T had $90 million in commercial loans
outstanding. Thus petitioners estimate the AS&T's loans to large
corporations are roughly equal.to the demand deposits it obtains from
large corporations. Therefore, excluding both the demand deposits
and commercial loans for large corporations should result in an
accurate picture of the impact of AS&T's branch office on the pro-

testing ANC neighborhoods. J
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ASET's Neighborhood Disinvestment

Neighborhood Punds ASsT Punds To Neighborhcod
To AS&T(estimate) “{estimate]
Deposits of ANC Consumer Loans HMortgage Commercial Disinvestment
Residents and to ANC Loans to ANC Loans to ANC
Small Businesses Residents Residents Small Businesses
1-A § 6.963 million $1.334 m, $.052 m. $.038 m. $5.539 m.
2-C 17.240 2.214 176 .125 14.725
4-B 6.538 1.118 .194 .063 5.163
5-C 4.229 443 043 .038 3.705
6-A 11.241 2.265 1.532 .038 " 7.406
7-D 5.765 1.258 0.000 .025 _ 4.482

This massive level of disinvestment can hardly be viewed as a
transfer of funds from wealthy, capital surplus neighborhoods to more
needy areas. The protesting ANC nsighborhoods are moderate and lower
income and it has been shown that they have substantial unmet credit
needs. ASLT's large scale disinvestment of these neighborhoods under-
mines home ownership and small business opportunities for neighborhood
residents. Such financial stripmining is in clear viclation of ASiT's
obligation to serve the credit needs of these neighborhoods.
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Petitioners have demonstraled that ASRY s has provided
mortgage credit for homn purchases almost exclusively Lo pro-
dominantly White necighborhoods and has avoided predominantly

Black neighborhoods. Sce alse,Petitioners® Exhibits -2, -5,

and D-1 presented at the January 10, 1977 llearing in this
proceeding. Thus, AS&T's mortgage lending pnlicies have a
substantial discriminatory effect on minority persons.

This discriminatory effect results from AS&T's mortgage
lending criteria and its operating procedures. Miﬁority
residents in the District of Columbia have incomes substantially

below those of White persons. Petitioners' Exhibit E-1. Thus,

AS&T's high down payment regquirements on conventional mortgage
loans and its refusal to participate in FIA programs have a dis-

criminatory effect. See also, Petitioners' Exhibit E-2. AS&T's

refusal to process mortgage loans at its branch offices in
predominantly minority neighborhoods limits the number of minority
loan applicants. ASsT's policy of charging a loan origination

fee prior to initial processing of mortgage loans is designed

to discourage moderate and lower income persons who,in the
District are predominantly minerity persons, from applying for
mortgage loans.

Likewise, ASKT's small business lending policies have a
discriminatory effect on minority businesspersons. The small
businesses in several of the protesting ANC neiqghborhoods to
which AS&T refuses to provide commercial credit are predominantly
owned by minority persons.

The discriminatory effects of AS&T's mortgage lending and
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small business policies are not justified hy business nccessity.
Thus, the pelicies are in violation of the federal Civil Rights
statutes. 42 U.S.C. sec. 3601 et seqg.'s 42 U.5.C. sec. 1981, 1982;
Public Law 94-239 (1976 Amendments to the Equal Credit Opportunity
Act). The Comptroller cannot properly approve the branch appli-
cation of an applicant such as AS&T that pursues impermissibly
diseriminatory policies. Moreover, Section 3608(c) of the Civil
Rights Act of 1968 as well as the 5th and 13th Amendments reguire
the Comptroller to take affirmative measures to end discrimination

in lending.

Respectfully submitted,

0f Counsel: Louis J. Sirico, Jr.
Jonathan A. Brown Attorney for Charlotte Holmes et. al,
Public Interest Rescarch Group
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 419A
Washington, D.C. 20036
202-833-3931
I certify that a copy of this motion was mailed this day to
American Security and Trust Company, 15th Street and Pennsylvania
Avenue, N.W. Washington, D.C.

February 16, 1977

Louis J. Sirico, Jr.
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A CHECK LIST OF BASIC BANKING SERVICES

F'EFISDNAL BANKING - COMMERCIAL BANKING
SERVIC SERVICES
Mﬂahﬂlhmvmmmmm;’ Security p the full spectrum of
YOu manage your money. . and
'Y, 8l Checking A Al A S J\sl( any Commercial Banknq Omcer about;
cumy you need nol BNYY Y S ..In.lrgl_ "
. v high ‘) B Commercial Checking
[ ] Slrhgl Accounts pay mierest compuled dady B Payroii Service
and compounded quarterly fiom day of deposi
to day of withdrawal @ Lock Box
each month from your l:hechng'lo your savings B8 Account Reconcidistion
account. L
@ Ready Reserve is a personal line of credit that B ol
lels you wnte yoursell a loan simply by writing B Wire Transter
a check
B Certificales of Deposil are available at competi- B Collections
live rales and with varying maturiies.
o o or homeimp @ Short Term Invesiment/ Money Center
ment, automobile financing. major apphances, or
or Sy ek putpods: TRUST SERVICES
Amencan Securily has more assels under frust manage-
INTE RNAT'ONAL BAN KING ment than any other bank i Washmgton, OQur speciakzed
SERVICE services lor individuals and organizabons include:
American Security has a world-wide network of foreign B Eslate Planning and Adminisiration
5P . Qur il al services include:
B Foreign Cur £ O Trustee under Agreement and by Will
B Dratts a Manags
B Mail/Cable Payment orders in U.S. [ Employee Benelil Plans
Dollars and Foreign Currencies

@ Commercial Letters of Credit @ Cuslodian Accounts

AMERICAN SECURITY BANK

ML ICAN LUCUNITY ANG T COMUANY N A

APPENOIX A
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Lt
AMERICAN SECURITY CORPORATION

(FPARENT COMPANY OF AMFRICAN SECUMTY AND TRUST COMPANY. N, )

730 FIFTEENTH STAEET. N.W., WASHINGTON, D. C. 20013

- ; 624=-4120

NOTICE TO APPLICANT

In connection with your proposcd real cstate loanm application, the
following forms are attached hereto:

1. Loan Application = FHLMC Form 63.

2., Verification of Deposit form for each institution
holding deposits that will be utilized for purposes
of down payment, to be returned to the Real Estate
Department.

We request that the application be typed or printed neatly, and com=-
pleted in full, The application should be accompanied by a lepible
copy ol sales contract aceepted by the seller (in cases of purchasce
money loan requests), and a check in the amount of $99.50 which will
cover the cost of credit investigation and property appraisal in most
cases, These fces are non-refundable.

Pleas=2 attach a statement indicating the proposed settlement date, and
the name of the attorney or title company conducting the settlement,

Time requlred for processing, [rom our receipt of completed application
to fipal settlement, is generally not less than 30 days.

The Federal Equal Credit Opportunity Act prohibits creditors from dis-
criminating against credit applicants on the basis of sex or marital
status, The Federal Agency which administers cowpliance with this law
concerning this bank is Cowptroller of the Currency, Consumer Affairs
Division, Washington, D.C. 20219. Additionally, the Fair Housing Act
wiso prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex
or national origin.

I1f you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Real Es-
tate Department, telephone 624-4120,

Arrenoix B
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At tachment ~4

Before the
Federal Home Loan Bank Board

Washington, D.C.

In the Matter of:

The Application of Perpetual Federal
Savings and Loan Assoclation, Washington,
D.C. to establish a branch office at the
intersection of 18th Street and Columbia
Road, N.W,, Washington, D.C.

MOTION FOR ADEQUATE COMMUNITY GROUP NOTICE

The Adams Morgan Organization (AMO) requests that when the
Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta advises Perpetual Federal
Savings and Loan Assoclation (Perpetual) to publish notice of
the above captioned application, that the Federal Home Loan Bank
Board (the Board) send directly and without delay to AMO written
notice informing AMO that such advise has been given,

Pursuant to 12 C.F.R. sec. 545.1U4 federal savings and loans
give public notice of branch office applications by publishing
a notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the proposed
branch's community. This notice appears in fine print buried
amidst the newspaper's classified advertisements, AM0O contends
that this inconspicuous and obacure manner of publication does
not provide adequate notice to community groups such as AMO.

AMO is & non-profit organization composed of residents of
the Adams Morgan neighborhood. AMO presently has 3,000 members.

The Adams Morgan neighborhood is located within the District of
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Columbia, The spec;rie area represented by AMO 1s outlined on
the map attached as Appendix A. (herein'after AMO Area).

AM0 endeavors to advance the interests of the Adams Morgan
neighborhood. In particular, AMO seeks to further the home owner-
ship opportunities of the neighborhood's residents and to improve
the nelghborhood's housing stock, Many AMO members are longstand-
ing neighborhood residents who desire to purchase homes in the
AMO Area, Other members are home owners who require mortgage -
credit and home improvement loans to upgrade their hoemes, On
December 9, 1975, AMO participated in proceedings before the
Distriet of Columbia City Council on real estate speculation in
the Distriet. AMO also works to further the development of small
businesses in the neighborhocod. AMO provides assistance in ob-
taining loans and other technical advice to ten small businesses.

The site of Perpetual's proposed branch office, the inter-
section of 18th Street and Columbia Road, N.W,, lies at the
heart of the AMO Area. See Appendix A, The AMO Area is composed
of 32,000 residents. 1970 Census Data. The AMO Area has numerous
small business enterprises, The AMO Area would clearly provide
the primary service area for a savings and loan branch office
located at 18th Street and Columbia Road,

Section five of the Home Owners Loan Act authorizes the
Board to approve charters for federal savings and loan associations
upon 8 finding of "necessity" and "usefulness" in the community
to be served, 12 U.S.C. Sec, 1464, The Board, by regulation,
has adopted the same criteria of necessity and usefulness in
approving federal Si:L branch applications. In view of these

eriteria, statements by community groups, such as AMO, on the
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banking needs of their communities are an important part of the
record in branch application proceedings.

However, AMO cannot properly prepare a statement describing
the banking needs of the Adams Morgan neighborhood and carefully
evaluate a branch application unless it is given effective notice
that such an application has been accepted for public comment,
Publication of an inconspicuous notice amidst the classified ad-
vertisements of a Washington, D.C. newspaper does not provide
adequate notice, Such notice 18 easlly overlooked, especially by
community groups, such as AMO, with few full time staff persons.
Where the newspaper notice 1s discovered subsequent to the day
of publication, valuable time has been lost. The evaluation of
a branch application and preparation of a statement take con-
slderable time for a community group with limited resources,.
Since the Board requires that statements be filed within 30 days,
community groups can 1ll afford to have their already short
preparation time truncated by delays in notice.

The Board has authorized the various Federal Home Loan
Banks to establish notice procedures to supplement notice by
newspaper publication, The Board's formal policy statement on
the processing of branch applications provides:

The Supervisory Agent at the time of advice to an

applicant to publish notice of the application ,..

may send a copy of such advice to State savings

and loan authorities, any trade organizations which

have local thrift and home financing institutions

as members, and any local thrift and home financing

institutions which the Supervisory Agent considers

might have a competitive interest in the application.
12 C.F.R. seec. 556.5% N i
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The Supervisory Agent for the District of Columbia area, the
Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta, does 1n fact send direct,
written notice to competitor S&ls. By providing direct written
notice to competitor SkLs, the Board has tacitly admitted that
newspaper publication is not adequate. If newspaper publication
is not satisfactory for Sils with professional counsel, then it
certainly 1s not adegquate for community groups with limited
resources,

The federal courts have admonished the federal regulatory
agencles to take affirmative measures to insure that citizens
groups particlipate in agency proceedlings. See; e.g.,; Scenic

Hudson Preservation Conference v. FPC, 354 F.2d 608 (2d Cir. 1965)

("the right of the public must receive active and affirmative
protection at the hands of the Commission.") National Association

of Independent Television Producers and Distributors, et, al. v.
FCC 502 F.2d 249 (2nd Cir. 1974) ("the Commission must take the

initiative to seek out [public] parties and develop a meaningful
record,") Far from complying with this affirmative action mandate,
the Board's notice procedures do not even provide community groups
with the same advantages offered to the Board's regulatees, the
savings and loan industry., AMO urges the Board to cure this
procedural bias by providing AMO with the same direct, written
notice that is provided to competitor S&Ls.

Respectfully submitted,

VAN /{

. Fagtin H. FRogol
Attorney for AMO

August 23, 1976 Public Interest Research Group
1832 M Street, N,W,, Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 833-3935
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Before the
FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK OF ATLANTA
Atlanta, Georgia
In the Matter of:
The Application of Perpetual Federal
Savings and Loan Association, Washington,
D.C. to establish a branch office at the

intersection of 18th Street and Columbia
Road, N.W., Washington, D.C.

AMENDED PETITION TO DENY A BRANCH APPLICATION

The Adams Morgan Organization (AMO), the Adams Morgan Advisory
Neighborhood Commission (Adams Morgan ANC), the Mount Pleasant
Advisory Neighborhood Commission (Mt. Pleasant ANC), Jean Smith, and
Horace T. Harris hereby petition the Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta
(Atlanta Bank) to deny the abowve captioned application.

AMO's Petition To Deny A Branch Application of September 24,
1976 (hereafter AMO Petition), excluding the section entitled
Conditions For Perpetual's Entry Into The Proposed P.5.A., is
incorporated by reference. The testimony presented on behalf
of AMO at the November 9, 1976 hearing on this application
before the Atlanta Bank (hereafter Hearings), excluding the por-
tions of that testimony outlining conditions under which AMO
would accept a Perpetual branch office, is also incorporated by
reference. The portions of the AMO Petition and the testimony
not incorporated by reference have been superceded by the pro-
posed Loan Policy Agreement between Perpetual, AMO, the Adams

Morgan ANC, and the Mt. Pleasant ANC.
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I. The Parties

AMO and its purposes have been fully described in the AMO
Petition and the Hearings. Many of AMO's minority and moderate
and lower income members who seek to purchase or improve homes
in Adams Morgan are being adversely affected by Perpetual's
lending policies. Were Perpetual to establi;h a branch at 18th
Street and Columbia Road without changing its lending policies,
the most favorable branch site in the community would be
occupied by an S&L whose lending policies adversely affect the
great majority of the area's residents. The resulting expansion
of Perpetual's cperations in the community and the pre-emption
of the most favorable branch site by a non-responsive S&L
would injure both AMO, an organization established to promote
a racially and economically diverse but harmonious community,
and many of AMO's individual members.

The Adams Morgan ANC and the Mt. Pleasant ANC are local
governmental commissions elected to represent the residents of
the Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant neighborhoods. They were
established in 1975 by the District of Columbia Government as
required by Section 738 of the District of Columbia Self Govern-
ment and Governmental Reorganization Act. Public Law 93-198,
December 24, 1973, Each ANC Commissioner is elected by registered
voters from a single member district located within the ANC's
neighborhood. The Adams Morgan ANC has 12 commissioners. The
Mt. Pleasant ANC has 5 commissioners. The area represented by
the Adams Morgan ANC is outlined on the map in Appendix A. The

area of the Mt. Pleasant ANC is shown in Appendix B. The Adams
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Morgan and Mt. Pleasant ANC's represent the entire‘P.H.A.
proposed by Perpetual in its branch applicat{on (census tracts
40, 38, 39, and 27.02), as well as an additional two census
tracts (42.01 and 27.01).

As elected representatives of the residents of Adams Morgan
and Mt. Pleasant, the two ANC's and their individual commissicners
have a vital interest in this proceeding. As with AMO's members,
many of the ANCs' constituents would be injured if Perpetual's
application were approved without a change in Perpetual's lending
policies.

Jean W, Smith is a minority person, and a resident of the
Adams Morgan neighborhood. Jean W. Smith and her husband, Frank
Smith, have entered into negotiations to purchase a home located
in the Adams Morgan neighborhood. In an effert to obtain econo-
mical financing to purchase the home,Jean Smith, on November 22,
1976, asked Perpetual to make an FHA insured mortgage loan on the
property. Mrs. Smith was told that Perpetual did not make FHA
insured loans in the District of Columbia. Jean Smith and Frank
Smith and otha{ minority residents of Adams Morgan and Mt, Plea-
sant are beingladversely affected by Perpetual's present lending
policies and would be injured were Perpetual's application approved

without a change in Perpetual's lending policies.
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Horace T. Harris is a minority resident who owns a
moderatély priced home located in Adams Morgan. In an ef-
fort to obtain financing to upgrade his home, Horace T.
Harris on December 9, 1976 asked Perpetual to make a
renovation lean on his home. Mr. Harris was told by
Mr. Graves of Perpetual's Farragut Square Office that "we
don't make those kinds of loans." Mr. Harris then asked Mr.
Graves if Perpetual would refinance his present mortgage
loan from another institution in order to provide funds
for renovation. Mr. Graves again replied that Perpetual
did not make such loans. Horace Harris and other minority
residents of Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant are being
adversely affected by Perpetual's refusal to provide
second mortgage loans for home rehabilitation and refinan-
cing for rehabilitation of mortgage locans made by other
lending institutions. Horace Harris and other minority
residents would be injured were Perpetual's application
approved without a change in Perpetual's lending policies.

II. Liberal financing policies are needed to provide home

ownership opportunities for the great majority of the

community's residents.

A. Income of Community Residents

The record in this proceeding demonstrates clearly that
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the great majority of the residents of the AMO Area and the
Mt. Pzeasant ANC Area (hereafter the community) are moderate
and lower income persons.
According to Perpetual:

Almost half of the P.M.A. is a significantly low

income area; about one fourth is average; and about

30% are moderately higher than average income people.

Perpetual Application at 9.

Perpetual estimates the median family income in the P.M.A.

to be currently $12,000. Perpetual Application at Section C,4.

AMO estimates the median family income in an area comprised
of the P.M.A. and census tract 42.01 to be $11,686. Throug-
out the AMO Petition this area was referred to as the PSA.
AMO further estimates the following distribution of income
for the families in the PSA,

ESTIMATED FAMILY INCOME IN THE PROPOSED P.S.A.-1976

Family Incomes Percent of Families
Below $10,500 45%
Greater than $10,500 but 38%

Less than $22,5000

Above $22,500 17%
AMO Petition at 7.
Thus there is no dispute between petitioners and Perpetual
concerning the income level of the community's residents.

B. Rising Price of Single Family Homes in the Community

The record in this proceeding also establishes that the
price of housing in the community is rising much faster than
the incomes of the community's residents. In 1970, the median

value of owner-occupied single family homes in the P.S.A. was

B8-032 O =-T7 =86
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$24,667, BAMD Petition at 4. Yet data provided by Perﬁetunl
indicate that by 1975 and 1976 the median value of single
family homes sold in the AMD Area and the Mt. Pleasant ANC
Area--an area including the P.5.A. and an additional 13/4

census tracts--was $39,500. Perpetual's Response of

October 19, 1976 to AMO's Petition to Deny at 4. (hereafter
Perpetual Response). Assuming that the homes sold are
representative of the area's single family housing stock,
this represents a 60% increase in the price of the area's
single family homes. By contrast, Perpetual has estimated
that between 1970 and 1976 the median family income in the

P.M.A. rose by only 43%. Perpetual Application at C,4.

Perpetual's Response shows an even more dramatic price
increase in the area during the last 11/2 years. Perpetual's
data on the 525 single family home sales transactions in the
BAMO and Mt. Pleasant ANC Areas between January 1, 1975 and
June 30, 1976 indicate that 44 single family homes were sold

twice within this 18 month period. Perpetual Response at

Addendum E. (see Appendix C). The median increase in the
purchase price of these 44 homes was 36%--an increase which
occurred within a period of 18 months or less. Undoubtedly
some degree of rehabilitation was undertaken on some of
these homes, which would account for a portion of the price
rise, However, rising market prices and speculation played
a major role. A precise measure of price increases due
entirely to rising market prices and speculation is provided

by an AMO analysis of single family home sales on Willard
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Street in Adams Mcrgan. AMO Case Study of Land Speculation

(see Appendix E). Analysis of the AMO Case Study indicates
that the 13 homes surveyed experienced a median annual price
increase of 111% even though no rehabilitation or renovation
was undertaken during the survey period.

The recent escalation in home prices has been particularly
great in tﬁe western half of Adams Morgan--census tract 40.
Census data indicate that in 1970 the median value of owner
occupied single family homes in census tract 40 was 5$40,700.
Yet the AMO Petition shows that the median purchase price of
1-4 family homes purchased in census tracts 40 and 41 during
1975 was $95,000. AMO Petition at 5. Census tfact 41 lies
outside Adams Morgan, but data on census tract 40 alone were
not available to AMO. Addendum E in Perpe*ual's Response
confirms that many high priced homes are located in census
tract 40. Single family homes recently purchased on Kalorama
Road west of 19th Street were all priced above $9%0,000; 4 single
family homes purchased on Ashmead Place had prices ranging
from $70,000 to $172,000. See Appendix C. A recent edition
of The InTowner, a local newspaper cited by Perpetual,

describes these rising prices.

Illustrative of the economic and demographic
changes in the Adams Morgan area are the most
recent sales for developed townhouses in

the 1800's of Wyoming and Belmont for over
$100,000.

The InTowner, Octcber 1976 at 1. (See Appendix D)
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Thus there is clearly no dispute in this proceeding
concerning the fact that home prices in Adams Morgan and Mt.
Pleasant have recently risen much faster than the income of
the area's resfﬁents.

C. Rising Prices and the Renovation of Single Family Homes

The record in this proceeding also shows that the rencvation
of homes has been a major factor in the rapid rise of housing
prices in Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant. The community has
in effect a bifurcated housing market composed of separate
markets for non-renovated homes and for fully-renovated homes.
Evidence of this dual market is found in the D.C. Office of
Assessment Administration's estimate that sales prices in
census tracts 38, 39, 27.01, and 27.02 (the northern and
eastern half of Adams Morgan and all of Mt. Pleasant) were
clustered in two ranges--unrenovated properties between
$20,000 and 540,000, and renovated properties between $60,000
and $70,000. AMO Petition at 5.

Data provided by Perpetual confirm this analysis.

As mentioned above Addendum E in Perpetual's Response lists

44 homes that were purchased and then resold within less than
18 months. (See Appendix C.) Of these 44 homes, 26 had first
sale prices below $29,500 and thus were generally not renovated.
Several of these homes which appear to have been rehabilitated
between the first and second sales are listed below. The data
indicates that rehabilitation has raised the purchase price

by $20,000 to $40,000.
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DOUBLE SALES TRANSACTIONS ON SINGLE FAMILY HOMES BETWEEN

January 1, 1975 and June 30, 1976

Address First Sale Second Sale Price Increase
1837 Monroe St. $30,000 $67,000 $37,000
1831 Ontario Pl. 23,000 55,000 22,000
3423 Mt. Pleasant 17,500 42,500 25,000
3425 Mt. Pleasant 17,500 38,500 21,000
1941 Calvert St. 43,000 67,500 24,000
2807 1l8th 5t. 40,000 82,000 42,000
1804 T St. 15,000 55,000 40,000

Further evidence of large price increases due to rehabili-
tation is provided by the many streets listed in Addendum E
on which similarly constructed and similarly situated row

houses sell for prices ranging from $20,000 to s$70,000,

the higher or lower price depending on whether a

particular house has undergone rehabilitation. Thus
Perpetual's Response confirms AMO's contention that the manner
in which rehabilitation is being undertaken raises the price
of 1-4 family homes by $20,000 to $40,000.

D. Conversions and the Price of Multi-Family liousing Units

Like 1-4 family homes, condominium and co-operative units
in the community are becoming very high priced. For example,
condominium units recently sold in the Airy View Condominiums,
located at 2415 20th Street in Adams Morgan had the following

prices.
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. e
AIRY VIEW CONDOMINIUM UNITS PURCHASED BETWEEN

December 1, 1975 and June 30, 1976

Purchase Price Numbet of E;;E; :
Above 560,000 2
$50,000 to $60,000 13
Below $50,000 5

Lusk's Real Estate Directory.

An example of high priced co-operative units is provide
by the Chancellery, a co-operative housing project located
at 2141 Wyoming Avenue in Adams Morgan. The following mort-
gage loans were recently made on these co-operative units.

THE _CHANCELLERY - MORTGAGE LOANS MADE ON CO-OPERATIVE UNITS

Between December 1, 1975 and June 30, 1976

Mortgage Amount Number of Loans
Above $60,000 1 '
$50,000 to $59,000 7
$40,000 to $49,000 5
Below 540,000 ¥ 3

Lusk's Real Estate Directory

Such high prices provide landlords, speculators, and
developers with strong incentives to convert multi-family rental
projects into high priced condominiums or co-operatives, For
example, the above mentioned Airy View multi-family building
was purchased in 1974 for only $145,000 and converted into

20 individual condominium units which sold for roughly $50,000
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each--a total of $1 million dollars.

Testimony Of The Community Speculation Task Force, June 19, 1975.

at 6. (hereafter Speculation Task Force). (See Appendix E).
Conversions such as that undertaken at the Airy View have
resulted in the eviction of many lower income, minority,

and elderly tenants. Speculation Task Force at 6. A similar

eviction and conversion in Adams Morgan ocurred
in 1974 in a 73 unit multi-family project known as the Woodley,
located at 1851 Columbia Road.

In order to halt these evictions the District of Columbia
in August, 1974, imposed a moratorium on conversions. However,
this moratorium was ended by the Emergency Condominium Regulation
Act of 1976. Although the new conversion ordinance imposes
some restrictions on conversions there is great liklihood
of a substantial number of conversions in the near future in
Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant. For example, a 10 unit apartment
building located at 1831 California Street in Adams Morgan was
retently approved for conversion to condominium ownership.
As has been shown such conversions generally result in very
high priced multi-family units.

E. Home Financing Needs of the Community's Residents

Both petitioners and Perpetual agree that the rapidly
rising home prices in the community make it increasingly difficult
for moderate and lower income residents to purchase homes.
However, there is sharp disagreement between pétitioners and

Perpetual as to whether Perpetual's lending policies have any
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impact on home owﬁefship oppertunities for such persons.

Perpetual refuses to recognize the impact that its lending
policies have on home ownership opportunities. According to
Perpetual, the renovation of the housing stock in Adams Morgan
and Mt. Pleasant for purchase by affluent persons and the
attendant displacement of moderate and lower income persons is
a matter over which Perpetual has no influence., Perpetual

Letter To William Branham, Supervisory Agent, Federal Home

Loan Bank of Atlanta, July 29, 1976. Perpetual Response at 2.

Contrary to Perpetual's disclaimers, adjustments in lending
policies can have a significant impact on home ownership
opportunities. The following lending policies, if adopted
by Perpetual, would substantially broaden home ownership
opprotunities and minimize the displacement of moderate and
lower income persons: l) lower down payment regquirements;

2) extension of 5% loans under the FHA 235 program; 3) wrap-
around mortgage loans, second mortgage loans and home improvement
loans for moderate rehabilitation with low cash investment
requirements; 4) mortgage loans to non-profit corporations for
co-operative housing.

As home prices in the community have risen faster than
incomes, the accompanying increases in down payments and monthly
mortgage payments have become substantial obstacles to home
ownership by the majority of the community's residents. Larger
down payments are particularly burdensome to moderate and

lower income persons who have difficulty setting aside
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substantial savings. The chart below demonstrates that
liberalized financing (higher loan/value ratios) is required
if down payments are to be held to a level within the means

of the majority of the community's residents.

Home Price Loan/Value Ratio Down Payment
$25,000 75% $6,250
$50,000 75% $12,500
$50,000 87.5% $6,250

0f course lower down payments mean higher mortgage loan
amounts and thus higher monthly mortgage payments, Lenders
cannot be expected to provide mortgages at subsidized interest
rates in order to reduce monthly payments. However, lenders
can provide loans under the FHA 235 program which enables
moderate and lower income persons to purchase substantially
rehabilitated single family homes or condominium units with
5% mortgages.

As demonstrated above, the rehabilitation of 1-4 family
homes in the community has raised home prices by an average
of $30,000. According to Perpetual raising the price of a
home from $25,000 to $55,000 has the effect of reducing from
50% to 15% the percentage of the community's families that are

financially eligible for home ownership. Perpetual Response

at 5.
However, the manner in which rehabilitation is being under-

taken has unnecessarily inflated home prices. Rehabilitation
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is currently being undertaken by professional real estate
developers and affluent home buyers. The strong demand for
homes in the community and the rapidly rising home prices.
provide professional developers with strong incentives to
undertake expensive renovation in order to place a high
priced home on the market. Likewise, affluent home buyers
often undertake high cost, full scale renovation that results
in a very high priced home.

While professional real estate developers and affluent
individuals have both the cash and the access to financing
required for rehabilitation, mnderate and lower income persons
have limited cash and experience difficulty in obtaining
financing. Thus moderate and lower income residents are
discouraged from purchasing non-rencvated homes in the
community and undertaking more modest rehabilitation. The
end result, correctly noted by Perpetual, is that expensive
renovation is driving the price of homes beyond the means of
the community's residents.

Wrap-around mortgage loans with liberal down payment and
cash outlay requirements would enable more moderate and lower
income residents to purchase and rehabilitate homes in the
community. Such loans would minimize the need for large cash
outlays and would eliminate the need for relying on high cost

second mortgages and personal loans.
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On the other haﬂé,?;here moderate and lower income residents
already own homes that are in need of repabilitation, second
mortgage loans on favorable terms would make it easier for them to
undertake rehabilitation. Such second mortgage loans would
amortize the cost of improvements over a long period of time
and would minimize cash outlays. Unsecured home improvement
loans with long maturity periods would have the same effect--
although their interest rates are generally higher than those for
mortgage loans.

As shown above, rising realty prices provide strong incentives
to convert multi-family units into high priced condominium or
co-operative units. However, the price of converted housing units
can be minimized if conversions are undertaken by non-profit
corporations established to promote housing opportunities for
moderate and lower income persons. Jubilee Housing, a non-profit
corporation that has established such co-operative housing projects
in the District of Columbia, including Adams Morgan, estimates
that there are in Adams Morgan many multi-family buildings that
could be converted to co-operative ownership and modestly rehabilitated
for approximately $10,000 per unit--roughly $5,000 for the purchase
price and $5,000 for rehabilitation. (Information provided by John
Lunsford, a director of Jubilee Housing.) When conversion and
rehabilitation costs are minimized in this manner most of a building's
tenants can afford to become co-operative or condominium owners and
thereby continue to reside in the building.

Co-operative housing provides a particularly desirable vehicle

for preserving home ownership opportunities for moderate and lower
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incore residents in the many multi-family buildings located in the
community. Establishing ownership on a co—aperat}ve basis can
shield the housing units from the surrounding escalation of realty
prices. There are no landlords to convert the buildings into
expensive rental or condominium ynits--a constant danger with
multi-family rental buildings. Likewise, there are no individual
condominium owners to purchase, rehabilitate and sell their own
units in the housing market--a drawback to condominium ownership.
In a cooperative, the residents of the building collectively
decide the price of occupancy shares and the amount of rehabilitation
to be undertaken.

Another advantage of co-operative housing sponsored by non-
profit corporations is that such corporations are often able to
obtain charitable grants to help finance co-operative housing
projects for lower income persons, and these grants substantially
reduce the monthly residency fees. For example, in June, 1976, Jubilee
Housing received a $200,000 foundation grant to purchase and
rehabilitate for co-operative housing for lower income persons
two apartment buildings located in Adams Morgan--one at 1631
Euclid Street, and another at 1630 Fuller Street. The two buildings
have a combined total of 90 units--60 units in one building
and 30 units in the other. The residency fees on the new co-
operative units will range from $135 to $185 per month. (Infor-
mation provided by John Lunsford, a director of Jubilee Housing.)

Thus there is a great need for mortgage loans with low down

payment requirements to be made to non-profit corporations for the
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purchase and rehabilitation of multi-family buildings to be owned
on a co-operative or condominium basis by moderate and lower incom&
residents. 5Such financing would enable many of the community's
residents who are presently tenants to become housing co-operative
members or condominium owners and thereby benefit from the upgrading
of the neighborhood.

The community's moderate and lower income residents could also
better afford to purchase condominium units if lenders provided
bans under the FHA 235 program. This program enables moderate
and lower income persons to purchase condominium units in substan-
tiallf rehabilitated buildings with 5% mortgages. Under present
HUD guidelines up to 40% of the condominium units in a rehabilitated
multi-family project may receive interest rate assistance.

III. Failure to provide home ownership opportunities for residents

will insure their continued displacement from the community.

The need to broaden home ownership opportunities for the community's
residents does not arise solely from the general desirability of home
ownership. As shown above the renovation and general price rise currently
underway in Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant is placing much of the housing
stock beyond the means of the community's moderate and lower income
residents. Because this renovation and price rise is occurring
throughout the entire community, the inability to purchase renovated units
generally means involuntary displacement from the community.

The most drametic form of involuntary displacement involves
the eviction of tenants from l1-4 farily homes or multi-family buildings
by landlords who desire to renovate the properties and resell them at

Prices beyond the means of the tenants. Such evictions have generated
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substantial disruption in the community. Recent examples of such
evictions occurred at the following row houses located in Adams
Morgan:

1. 26 families evicted: from homes on Seaton Place.
Washington Post, April 24, 1976 at B8,a. (Appendix F)

2. 21 families evicted from homes on Ontario Road.
The Columbian, March, 1976, at 1. (Appendix G)

3. 15 families evicted from homes on Willard Street.
Speculation Task Force, June 19, 1975 at 6. (Appendix E)

Recent examples of evictions of moderate and lower income
tenants from multi-family buildings in Adams Morgan prior to
conversion to condominiums occurred at the following locations:

1. 73 families evicted from the Woodley apartment building

at 1815 Columbia Road.

2, 24 families evicted from the Airy View Apartment
building at 2415 20th Street.
Speculation Task Force, June 19, 1975 at 6. (Appendix E)

Because minority persons comprise the majority of the community's
residents and because the community's minority residents have
family incomes substantially lower than white residents, the
burden of displacement has fallen primarily on minority residents,
With a few exceptions, the families evicted in the above menticned
examples were Black or Spanish speaking. See citations above.

The displacement of minority persons has become so substantial
that it threatens to undermine the integrated character of the
community. The InTowner recently described the displacement of
mincrities from the western half of Adamg Morgan as follows:

In the lower northwest middle-class whites are now
in the majority west of 18th throughout the entire
area and west of 17th as far north as S Street,

Even these street markers will perceptibly change
as housing projects, now underway or contemplated
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on Swann, T, Willard, Seaton and Beakman Place attain
completion. The decision of Perpetual to install its
11lth branch at Columbia Road and 18th may have been
influenced by its own projections of anticipated
growth for the area.

The InTowner, October 1976 at 1. (See Appendix D).
A draft committee report prepared by the District of Columbia
Government Council's Committee on Finance and Revenue describes
the end result of such displacement.

While neighborhood change is not necessarily bad,
speculation-induced change takes place at the sac-
rifice of racially and economically diverse, yet
stable, communities., This is particularly at issue
in the Adams-Morgan and Mount Pleasant Communities.
The vast majority of converted property buyers are
white and affluent, Of course, this is not itself
undesirable at all--the problem is that the pendulum
swings too far. The transitional speculation
neighborhoods have historically become "resegregated”
as are Georgetown, Foggy Bottom and close-in Capital
Hill.

D.C. Government Council, Committee on Fiuvance and Reserve,
Partial Draft Report, Real Property Transactions Act of
1976, November 8, 1976 at 29.

Lending policies which provide broader home ownership opportunities
for moderate and lower income residents are needed if the displgcement
of such persons from the community is to be limited. It is manifest
that lending policies that underm;ne the ability of the yreat majority
of the community's residents to continue living in their community
do not serve community convenience and needs.

Moreover, because the moderate and lower income persons displaced
are primarily minority persons, lending policies that fail to broaden
home ownership opportunities have a racially discriminatory effect.
Since lending policies that would minimize the displacement of minority
residents could be readily implemented, the discriminatory effect is

impermissible under the Civil Rights Statutes and the 14th Amendment.
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IV. Perpetual's lending policies restrict home ownership opportunities

for the majority of the community's residents and accelerate

+ Ytheir displacement from the community.

’?E; record in this proceeding demonstrates that Perpetual does
not provide liberal home financing policies that would facilitate
home ownership by the community's moderate and lower income residents.
See Hearings at 43 to 47.*

Rather than provide financing that minimizes down payment require-
ments, Perpetual has regquired at least a 25% down payment on conven-
tional mortgage loans in the community. However, Perpetual appears
to have made an exception to this policy in the case of the
approximately 100 mortgage loans which it is providing on the newly
contructed 213 town house development known as Beekman Village located
in Adams Morgan. Thorton W. Owen's testimony indicates that Perpetual
is providing 82% financing on these $67,950 homes--the maximum
allowable under the FHLBB's regulations. Hearings at 86. Thorton
W. Owen also refers to "savings and loans' abilities to go over $55,000
on 90% loans with proper mortgage insurance; however, this would be
in violation of 12 C.F.R. Sec. 545.6(a) (4}. Hearings at 86.

Perpetual estimates that an annual income of $24,800 is required

to purchase a home for $55,000. Perpetual Response at 5. Under

Perpetual's assumptions an income of about $30,000 would be required

to purchase the $67,950 homes in Beekman Village. Yet based on AMO's

*The first sentence on page 44 should read, "Perpetual does engage
in rehabilitation by refinancing existing mortgages."
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estimated distribution of family incomes in the community, less than
10% of the community's residents have incomes above $30,000. Thus
Perpetual is providing the most liberal financing on homes which the
community's residents cannot afford. This policy clearly accelerates
the displacement of the community's moderate and lower income persons.
Rather than finance the purchase of lower priced 1-4 family homes,
Perpetual has concentrated its lending in the community on high
priced properties. According to Perpetual the median value of single
family owner-occupied homes in the P.M.A. is only $24,000. Perpetual
Application at Section C, Part I. Yet the median purchase price of
the 18 leocans made by Perpetual in the community between January 1, 1975
and June 30, 1976 for the purchase of single family homes was $62,000.

Perpetual Response at Addendum F. As shown above Perpetual's cal-

culations indicate that a $62,000 home is beyond the means of roughly
90% of the community's residents. Moreover, the 100 or more loans
which Perpetual is making on the $67,950 town houses at Beekman
Village will aggregate to a total loan volume of ab-ut 55 million=--
an amount which is 6 times greater than the total loan volume of

all single family home purchase loans made by Perpetual in the

community over the last 1% years. Perpetual Response at Addendum F.

Rather than provide wrap around mortgage loans with low down
payments to finance the purchase and rehabilitation of non-renovated
single family homes, Perpetual limits its rehabilitation lending to
the refinancing of existing mortgages in cases where home owners

have built up substantial equity. Perpetual Response at 2,

88-032 O - 17 = 7
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Thus, only those who can afford to purchase a home with a large

down payment can obtain rehabilitation financing from Perpetual at

the time of purchase. This policy would become manifest were Perpetual
to provide the following data for each of the 25 refinancings

listed in Addendum F in which the loan proceeds were used for home
improvement or rehabilitation: 1) the outstanding lcan balance as a
percentage of the property value at the time of refinancing; 2) the
refinanced loan amount as a percentage of the improved value of
property.

Thus, by restricting the opportunity of moderate and lower income
community residents to purchase and to rehabilitate homes in the
community, Perpetual is accelerating the displacement of these
persons from the community. This effect could be seen clearly were
Perpetual to provide the following data: 1) the number of home
buyers receiving the 18 home purchase loans listed in Addendum F
who resided outside Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant prior to the time
of purchase; 2) the number of home owners receivfng refinancings
listed in Addendum F which were used for significant rehabilitation
who resided outside Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant prior to purchasing
the home which was rehabilitated by the refinancing.

Perpetual's conservative policy on refinancings is paralleled
by its refusal to make second mortgage loans for home rehabilitation,
even though it has authority to do so under 12 C.F.R. 454.6-26.
Perpetual also refuses to provide unsecured home improvement lcans.

Perpetual Response at 2. As petitioners have shown above the

inability to obtain such secondary financing on liberal terms has

undermined the ability of the community's moderate and lower income
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residents to undertake rehahilitation or improvement of homes.
Rather than make loans under FHA programs such as 203(b),

213, 234, 'and 235 which are designed to assist moderate and lower

income persons, Perpetual has refused to participate in any FHA/VA

programs. Perpetual Response at 3. A recent example of such

refusal occurred on November 22, 1976 when petitioner Jean Smith,
a community resident, sought an FHA insured mortgage loan from
Perpetual to purchase a single fmaily home located in Adams Morgan.
Jean Smith was informed by Mr. Graves of Perpetual's Farragut
Square Office that Perpetual did not make FHA loans in the District
of Columbia and that it "hasn't done so for ten years."
Perpetual's reluctance to provide mortgage loans to non-
profit corporations interested in operating multi-family rental
projects for moderate and lower income residents is particularly
unfortunate. For example, in 1974 Perpetual and other District
of Columbia lenders indicated that they were not interested in
making a mortgage loan to Jubilee Housing for the purchase
and rehabilitation of the two above mentioned apartment buildings
located in Adams Morgan. Thus, a private individual had to
purchase the two multi-family buildings and lease them to

Jubilee Housing. (Information provided by John Lunsford, a

director of Jubilee Housing.)

Moreover, Perpetual's unwillingness to provide low down-
payment loans for co-operative housing under the FHA 213
insurance program is particularly detrimental -to the development
of co-operative housing for the community's moderate and lower

income residents.

Another example of Perpetual's unwillingness to accommodate
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the home financing needs of the community's moderate and lower
income residents is its recently announced refusal to provide
mortgage loans on multi-family rental buildings located in the
‘District of Columbia. Washington Post, August 14, 1976 at B-1.
(Appendix H) Since 71% of the housing units in the community
are multi-family rental units, this policy represents a complete
disregard for the housing needs of the great majority of the
community's residents. (1970 Census Data.)

Perpetual's lending record in the area cannot be properly
judged merely by examining the dollar volume of mortgage loans
provided. As recognized by the Chairperson of the Perpetual's
Executive Committee, Samuel Scrivener, Jr., the fundamental
issue is whether Perpetual's lending policies are "tailored"
to the needs of the neighborhood's residents. Hearings at 61.
The basic need is for economical financing, not loans for high
priced housing and expensive renovation. Hearings at 82-86.

As has been shown above, a large volume of loans for high priced
homes, expensive renovation and conversion of multi-family units
to expensive condominiums and co-operatives will accelerate

the displacement of moderate and lower income persons. Thus the
overall result of Perpetual's lending policies has been to
accelerate the displacement of moderate and lower income residents
from the community.

V. Perpetual's lending policies have a discriminatory effect on

the community's minority residents.

The most current census data indicate that the minority residents
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of Adems Morgan and Mt. Pleasant have lower incomes that the
community's white residents. The chart below indicates the
m?dian family incomes in the- 6 census tracts that com;rise
Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant.

MEPIAN FAMILY INCOME - 1969

Census Tract 38 39 40 42.01 27.01 27.02
" Black $5,111 $7,007 §7,526 56,405 $7,306 58,818
Families
Spanish 7,833 7,524 9,947
Speaking
All Families 7,136 12,035 13,606 7,609 9,154 10,309
(including
minorities)

1970 Census Data.

The "All Families" category includes minorities, whom as of
1970 represent approximately 80% of the residents in these census
tracts--roughly 60% Black persons and 20% Spanish speaking persons.
1970 Census Data. The median income of White families is not
available, but it must have been substantially above the median
income of minority families in order to raise the median income
of all families so far above the median income of minorities who
represented 80% of the population. Moreover, due to the influx
of affluent White persons into the community since 1972, the
income differential between White perscons and minority persons has
undoubtedly widened. See Appendix D.

Because the community's minority residents have incomes
substantially below White residents, they are more disadvantaged

than White persons by conservative lending policies which require
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large down payments. Thus, Perpetual's lending policies described

above, including its refusal to participate in FHA insurance

programs, have a discriminatory effpct. Moreover, because a

greater percentage of minority persons than White persons are

eligible for interest rate assistance under the FHA 235 program

a discriminatory effect also results from Perpetual's refusal

to participate in the FHA 235 program for interest rate assistance.
The limited data available on the racial composition of

borrowers purchasing homes with mortgage loans insured under the

FHA 203(b) program documents this discriminatory effect,

RACIAL DISTRIBUTION OF MORTGAGE LOANS

Mortgage Loans Approved by Mortgage Loans Approved under
Commercial Banks and S&L's the FHA 203 (b) Insurance
in the D.C. 5.M.5.A., June 1, Program on Existing Homes in
1974 to November 30, 1974* the D.C. S,M.S.A. 1975%**
Share of Total Loans Share of Total Loans
White Persons 80.0% ) 54.7%
Black Persons 15.1% T 37.9%
Spanish-American 1.6% 2.1%
Persons
Total 100.0%

* FHLBB, Fair Housing Information Survey, August 19, 1975 at
** Data provided by H.U.D.

Data for concurrent time periods are not available, but no
great shift in the racial composition of loans in the D.C. 5.M.S5.A.
can be reasonably expected to have occurred over a 6 month period.

In Section I1II above petitioners have shown that the community
residents who have been displaced because of the inability to

obtain financing were predominantly minority persons. This further
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establishes the discriminatory effects of Perpetual's lending
policies.

VI. Perpetual's Implementation of The Loan Policy Agreement would

serve the Home Financing Needs of the Community's Residents

Minimize Displacement, and Eliminate Unlawfully Discriminatory

Effects.

AMO, the Adams Morgan ANC, and the Mt. Pleasant ANC have
drafted and submitted to Perpetual a Loan Policy Agreement.
‘(hereafter the Agreement). The specific provisions of the
Agreement are based on the home financing requirements outlined
in Section II,part E. Implementation of the Agreement would trans=-
form Perpetual's lending policies from an obstacle into an aid to
home ownership for many of the community's residents. 1f the
Agreement were implemented, Perpetual's lending policies would
minimize rather than accelerate the displacement of the community's
residents. Its implementation would also eliminate those
discriminatory effects of Perpetual's present lending policies
that are not justified by business necessity.

If Perpetual signs the Agreement and incorporates it into
its branch application prior to approval of the application by
the Atlanta Bank or the Federal Home Loan Bank Board, petitioners
will withdraw all opposition to the application.. The Agreement
as mailed to Perpetual on December 6, 1976 and a brief summary of

the Agreement are provided.
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““"h-Implementation of the Agreement would not impose.any unreascnable
—.._._ burdens or undue risks on Perpetual. FHLBB regulations authorize
each type of loan specified in the Agreement. These regulations are
carefully designed to prevent undue risks to S&L's from their con=-
ventional mortgage lending. Concerning full participation in FHA/VA
programs, Perpetual, an $807 million asset association with a robust
10.5% capital to deposit ratio, has ample financial resources and
management expertise with which to participate in these programs.

A FHLEB regulation authorizes the establishment of branch
advisory commissions and the attendance of their members at association
board of directors meetings. In fact, Perpetual has already estab-
lished such branch commissions for two of its branch offices.

AMO's prior condition that Perpetual's management nominate for
election to Perpetual's board of directors a person selected by the
Adams Morgan ANC is hereby withdrawn. AMO Petition at 16. Petitioners
believe that a branch advisory commission would be more effective
in implementing the Agreement. The condition that Perpetual enforce
the right of first refusal of tenants has also been withdrawn on
the ground that enforcement could be more effectively undertaken
by title insurance companies.

Perpetual cannot legitimately claim that business necessity
prevents implementation of any portion of the Agreement. In view
of the above demonstrated compelling need for the Aqreement and the
Agreement's ability to moderate discriminatory effects, business
necessity is certainly the only appropriate standard for evaluation

objections to the Agreement.
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VII. The Loan Policy Agreement must be incorporated into Perpetual's

Application prior to Atlanta Bank Approwval of the Application.

Petitioners have demonstrated that Perpetual must change its
lending policies before it can properly establish a branch office
at 18th Street and Columbia Road. In the Agreement, petiticners
have formulated new lending policies which Perpetual must undertake
if it is to serve the needs of the community and avoid unlawful
discrimination. In order to insure that these new lending policies
are promptly adopted and remain in operation a formal binding
commitment from Perpetual must be included as part of its application.
Without such a commitment there is no mechanism to hold Perpetual
to any promised change in lending policies.

Neither petitioner nor the Atlanta Bank can rely on informal
promises from Perpetual ﬁhat it will change its lending policies
at some time in the future. The record in this proceeding shows
how guickly Perpetual can change its attitude toward and willingness
to work with community organizations and the ANC's. When Perpetual's
management sought to impress the Atlanta Bank with the depth of its
commitment to serve and “assist the people of the community," Perpetual
emphasized its close relationship with AMO, and described AMO as
“a community betterment group that is striving to assist the economic

development ©of the residents." Perpetual Application at 37.

Yet when AMO challenged Perpetual to change its lending policies,
suddenly Perpetual viewed AMO as a group opposed to community improve-
ment. Thus Perpetual adopted the recklessly false statements of
Martin F. McMahon to the effect that AMO opposed the establishment

of a neighborhood police center and a restaurant. Hearings at 29.
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Rather than work in good faith with community representatives
to adopt more adequate lending policies, Perpetual has chosen to
use its considerable financial resources, its privileged access to
depositors and borrowers, and its position of public trust to
misrepresent the views and undermine the position of a community
organization that has challenged its policies. On November 2, 1976
Perpetual sent to its depositors and borrowers in Zip Codes 20009
and 20010 a letter which seriously misrepresented AMO's position
in this proceeding. Perpetual's letter implied that AMO was uncon-—-
ditionally opposed to Perpetual establishing a branch in Adams Morgan,
when in fact AMO had stated to Perpetual that it would withdraw
its opposition to Perpetual's application if Perpetual changed its
lending policies and nominated for election to its beard of directors
a person selected by the Adams Morgan ANC., AMO Petition at 16, 17.
The letter failed completely to indicate the basis of AMO's protest--
the relationship between Perpetual's conservative lending policies
and the displacement of community residents.

Perpetual's letter to its depositors and borrowers also misrepre-
sented the results of AMO's referendum on Perpetual's branch appli-
cation. AMO's referendum, held on September 11, 1976, resulted in
254 votes "no", 181 votes "Maybe, if AMO can work out agreements to
safeguard the community interest," and lél votes "Ymhs." Hearings
at 35-37. (See Appendix I ). Rather than explain the significance
of the “"Maybe" vote Perpetual merely characterized it as a "gualified
"in favor'",

Perpetual, however, did not stop at merely misrepresenting AMO's
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position. Accompanying Perpétual's letter to its depositors and
borrowers was a pre-paid, pre-addressed post card on which Perpetual
asked its customers to vote "yes" or "no" on whether Perpetual
should establish a branch office at 18th Street and Columbia Road.
(Seec Appendix J ). Thus Perpetual's customers were not given an
opportunity to express theishar_i_ew on the central issue in this
proceeding--whether Perpetual sh;uld adjust its conservative
lending policies as a condition for entry into the community--

but were instead forced to vote an unconditional “"yes" or an
unconditional "no."

Perpetual asserts that the great majority of the customers
responding to its post card survey voted in favor of its branch
application. However, in view of the misleading information
provided by Perpetual and its failure to allow for a meaningful
vote, the Atlanta Bank cannot properly attach any significance to
the results.

If the Atlanta Bank desires an accurate reading of the attitude
of Perpetual's customers toward the issue raised by petitioners in
this proceeding, it must require Perpetual to mail to each of its
customers in Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant a copy of the Agreement
and the accompanying Explanation and a ballot which provides an
opportunity to vote for or against the Agreement as a condition for
entry. Moreover,such a survey should not extend to all of the
residents of 2ip Codes 20009 and 20010 since these Zip Code Areas
extend far beyond Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant. Perpetual surveyed
9,400 customers, even though it admits that it has only 3,599

cutomers in the community. Statement of Thomas J. Owen before
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the Atlanta Bank, November 6, 1976 at l1. Perpetual Response at 2.

Perpetual's demonstrated willingness to use its considgrable
eccnumié power and its position of public trust in order to undermine
the efforts of democratic community organizations poses a threat
to the community *<hich cannot be taken lightly. A measure of
Perpetual's economic power is shown by its advertising expenditures
which were $.417 million during the first 6 months of 1975.
Information provided by the D.C. Commission on Residential Mortgage
Investment. On the other hand, AMO's total operating budget for
1976 was only $12,000. Were Perpetual to enter the community after
refusing to reach an agreement, it certainly has the resources with
which to undercut the position of community orqanizationé which
challenge its policies. ’

The unacceptability of relying on non-binding promises by
Perpetual to adjust its lending policies is further evidenced by
Perpetual's statements and testimony in this proceeding. Rather
than face squarely the issue raised by AMO--the impact of its
corservative lending policies on community residents--Perpetual has
focused its efforts on discrediting AMO. For example, Perpetual
claims that AMO's Executive Council does not represent its total
membership-~an assertion that can only be premised on contempt
for the democratic process, since the members of AMO's LExecutive
Council are elected from single member districts within Adams Morgan.

Perpetual Response at 2.
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Moreover, Perpetual's minimal statements concerning its lending
policies are often misleading. For example, Perpetual states that
it makes 90% loans with private mortgage insurance, but no such
loans have been made in Adams Morgan or Mt. Pleasant. Perpetual
Besponse at 3. Perpetual states that it makes loans for property
modernization, but Perpetual told petitioner Horace Harris that

it did not make renovation loans. Perpetual Response at 5.

Perpetual states that it will refinance existing mortgage loans
for the purpose of renovation, but Perpetual also told petitioner
Horace Harris, who had an existing mortgage loan from another
institution, that it would not provide refinancing for renovation.

Perpetual Response at 2. In an effort to demonstrate its commit-

ment to home financing Perpetual lists 25 loan refinancings
undertaken in the community, but Perpetual failed to indicate that
the loan proceeds on as many as one-half of these refinancings

were not expended on housing. Perpetual Response, Addendum F.

Without execution of the Agreement there is no mechanism with
which to hold Perpetual's management accountable to the community.
AMO has already Shswn that Perpetual's management is not
accountable to its members -- the association's depositors and
borrowers. AMO Petition at 13. Perpetual's procedures for member
participation are totally inadequate. Perpetual's management
solicits permanent proxies which turn over members' voting rights
to management unless formally revoked by the members. Even worse,
a complaint filed with the FHLBB by a Perpetual depositor on

November 15, 1976, indicates that Perpetual leads persons to
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belis'e that signing a revokable proxy is a condition for

opening a savings account. Petiticn for a Temporary Cease-

And-Desist Order, November 15, 1976 (Appendix K). L
Perpetual's management does not even mail written notice

of its annual meetings to its me.b.rs. The only notice of

annual meetings that Perpctual's members receive is a fine print,

postage stamp sized notice which Jis buried in the classified

advertisement section of The Washington Star and also xeroxed

and posted inconspicuously in Perpetual's branch offices. (Appendixll.
Such disregard of a fundamental nrerequisite to viable mutuality

is consistent with Perpetual's willingness to mail to its

members letters and voting cards for the purpose of misrepresenting
and undermining a democratic community group's position.

Further evidence of the disdain with which Perpetual's
management views democratic principles is found in its conduct at
Perpetual 's annual meeting on November 16, 1976. When a Perpetual
depositor asked Perpetual's management to disclose the association's
annual income and the salaries of its officers, he was greeted with
laughter from Perpetual's management. Such contempt for the rights
of members could not survive for long in a truly accountable
association.

Because Perpetual's lending policies are established by its
management without any effective input from its members, the
attitudes and selE—intérests of Perpetual's management deserve
special attention. Perpetual’'s management has pursued a rolicy
of seeking maximum retained earnings. The end result of this policy
is Perpetual's remarkably high level of net worth, or capital, as

. it is commonly called. As of April 30, 1976, Perpetual's
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manaéément had built up the association's capital to-$?4 million,
an amount egual to 10.5% of Perpetual's savings balances. This
capital ratio is far in excess of the 7% target suggested by the
FHLBB or the savings and loan industry average of 6.6%.

Perpetual has achieved this high level of earnings and
high capital ratio by maintaining an unusually high spread between
the interest rate that it charges to borrowers and its cost of
funds and operating expenses. Perpetual's deposits consist
entirely of pass book savings accounts on which Perpetual pays
a uniform 5%% interest on all deposits. Yet Perpetual earns
at least B8-3/4% on the mortgage loans that it currently makes.
This represents a sprcad of 34% between cost of funds and interest
rates on assets -- a remarkably high spread. In the 5&L industry
a spread between cost of funds and mortgage rates of 2% is
generally considered adequate. The 5&L industry as a whole
presently has a spread of only 1.5%,

Perpetual's pclicy of maintaining maximum earnings is not
consistent witﬁ the interests of its members. . For example, were
Perpetual 's management to choose to operate with the normal 2%
spread, then Perpetual could make mortgage loans at 74% instead of
8-3/4%. In fact Perpetual's desire to maximize this spread is the
underlying reason for its conservative lending policies.
Participation in FHA/VA loan programs, extencion of smaller loans,
and loans with higher loan to value ratios, could marginally
increase Perpetual's operating costs and are therefore considered
to be undesirable by Perpetual's management. However, as
petitioners have shown, the provision of such loans would result

in substantial benefits to Perpetual's moderate and lower income
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members .

Perpetual 's management has pursued a policy of maximum
retained earnings against the interests of its members because
the policy has allowed for maximum growth of Perpetual's assets.
Mutual savings and loan associations can grow either by
expanding their deposit base or by converting retained earnings
into new assets. However, Perpetual, like other S&Ls in the
District of Columbia, has limited opportunities for expanding its
deposit base. The District is a limited, relatively mature market
in which the aggregate volume of savings deposits grows very
slowly. Federal and State laws prohibit Perpetual and the other
D.C. SsLs from establishing any new branches outside the District,
thereby shutting the door on geographic expansion as a means to
increase deposits. Thus the primary vehicle for rapid growth
available to Perpetual's management is the maximization of retained
earnings and their reinvestment in new assets and this is
facilitated by a conservative lending policy.

B policy of maximizing asset growth is clearly in the self-
interest of Perpetual's management. The salaries of Perpetual's
executive officers are directly related to the size of the
association. Equally important are the indirect benefits and the
prestige that accompany the management of a large and expanding
financial institution. Finally, some of Perpetual's officers and
directors, in particular the members of the Owen family, have
outside interests in business which are ancillary to Perpetual's
mortgage lending operations, and these businesses are in a position
to benefit from a rapid growth in Perpetual's loan wveolume,

For example, in 1970 a Federal District Court found that Perpetual’s
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management had unlawfully diverted credit insurance income
to a business operated by its directors.

There is, however, a secondary wvehicle for increasing
the deposit base available in Adams Morgan and Mount Pleasant.
Although the housing stock and the number of families residing
in the corrmunity are not likely to increase, the displacement
of moderate and lower income persons by affluent persons would
substantially increase per capita savings in the community. With
a branch office located at a choice site in the heart of the
community, Perpetual would be in a favorable position to gain a
substantial share of the increased savings.

Thus, Perpetual's managehent has an unmistakable personal
interest in maintaining Perpetual's conservatiée lending policies
and accelerating the displacement of mo'erate and lower income
residents from the community. This adverse interest makes the
incorperation of the Agreement into Perpetual's application a
vital necessity for the community.

Moreover, it is essential that the entire Agreement be
incorperated. The Agreement recognizes the need for a comprehensive
approach to lcan policy modification. If only portions of the
Agreement are adopted, these provisions can be easily evaded.

For example, a commitment to ma“e 90% loans is meaningless without
an agreement on credit worthiness standards and appraisal practices.
Liberalization of credit worthiness standards is more workable

if an effective housing counselling service has been established.

Finally, the Agreement cannot be successful ‘7ithout the
establishment of the Branch Advisory Commissian. The Branch Advisory

Commission is necessary to insure that individuals who have the

BB-032 O -T7T =8



110

confidence of the comnunity are in a position to effectively
monitor the implementation of the Agreement. Moreover, the

Branch Advisory Commission is the only effective means for
generating recommendations to modify the Agreement that will have »
the support of the community. Most important, if the‘co—operative
and condominium projects are to be undertaken as outlined in the
Agreement, the Branch Advisory Commission is needed as a forum

for the required co-operation between community repre<entatives,

non-profit corporations and Perpetual.

Respectfully submitted,

Of counsel: Lok f?ﬁ‘/’\/_ L 7t

; e
Jonathan A. Brown Martin II. Rogol o

Louis J. Sirico, Jr.

Attornevs for Adams Morgan Organization

Adans lNoruan Advisory Neighborhood
Commission

Mount Pleasant Advisory Neighborhood
Commission

Jean Smith

Horace T. Harris

Public Interest Research Group
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite A19A

washington, D.C. 20036
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Attachment 2C

LOAN POLIC: " IREEMENT . - ) '

BETVW:

PERPETUAL FEDERAL SAVINGS AXD LQ '~ ASSOCIATION, WASHINGTON, D.C.

. »
Allis

ADAMS MORGAN ORGANIZATION, WASHINGTON, D.C.

2GS MORGAN ADVISORY NEIGIHBORHOOD COMMISSION, WASUINGION, D.C.

MOUNT PLEASAWT ADVISCRY NEIGHBORIOOD COMMISSION, WASHINGTON, D.C.

The parties to this Agreement share a common belief{ Lhat Adams
Morgan and Mount Pleasant should be maintained as socially and economically
diverse neighborhoods. 1In furtherance of this common goal, the parties
to this Agreement shall work together to provide home financing oppor-

tunities to the lower and moderate income and minority residents of
these neighborhoods.

B. Conventional Loans

Perpetual agrees to make the conventional loans enumerated below
to any credit-worthy resident of the area renresented by the Adams Morgan
Organization, the Adams Morgan ANC, the Mount Pleasant ANC, (hereafter
collectively referred to as the Agreement Area) or to any non-profit
co-operative housing corporation approved by the Branch Advisory
Commission (BAC) established by Part G of this Agreement for the purchase,
improvement or rehabilitation or the combined purchase and rehakilitation
of any property located in the Agreement Area or any share of a co-
operative housing corporation owning such property. All such loans
shall be made at interest rates no greater than those rates available
to Perpetual's other borrowers. Maturity periods on such leoans shall
be available up to the maximum allowable under federal regulation. In
the case of mortgage loans, property securing such loans shall be
valued at either market price or by an appraiser acceptable to the BAC.

1. Mcrtgage loans to owner-occupants of 1-4 family home

and condominium units:

a. Mortgace loans at 90% financing to purchase single family

homes priced at $45,000 or less, and condominium units priced
at $30,000 or less.

b. Mortgage leoans at 95% financing to purchase single
family hemes priced at $30,000 or less, and condonimium
units priced at $20,000 or lecss. Such loans shall

be available only to houscholds with incomes below the
Agreement -Area's median income. Perpetual shall maintain
a special 1% reserve for such loans.
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c. Mortgage loans to both :urchase and rehabilitate single
family homes and individua: ‘~ndominium units. (Wrap-arou
mortgage leans.) The purch ¢ price portion of the loan shall

be financed according to a or b above. The rehabilitation portion
of the loan shall provide' 90% financing. The improved value

of the property shall be no greater than $60,000 in the case of
single family homes, or $40,000 in the case of condominium units.

d. Mortgage loans at 80% financing to purchase or to both
purchase and rehabilitate (wrap-around mortgage loans) 2-4
family homes priced at $65,000 or less. The rehabilitation
portion of such loans shall be no greater than $30,000.

e. Refinancing of outstanding Perpetual mortgage loans to
provide rehabilitation funds equivalent to those available to
home buyers under ¢ angd d.

29 Second mortgage loans for rehabilitation at 90% financing.
The improved wvaluc of the home shall not exceed 560,000 for single
family homes, $95,000 for 2-4 family homes, or $40,000 for
condominium unﬁ’s. (FHLBEB regulations provide Perpetual with
leeway authority to make second mortgage lecans.)

Co-gperative housing loans:

a. Mortgage loans to non-profit corporations for the purchase
and rehabilitation of co-operative housing projects located in
he Agreement Area. To be eligible for such loans, a non-profit
corporation must be approved by the BAC. In order for such a
loan to finance conversion from multi-family rental tenure to
co-operative ownership, the tenants of the building must receive
at least 70% of the co-operative units.

i. Where units representing 90% of a co-operative project's
value are presold, Perpetual shall provide:

-95% financing and maintain a special 1% reserve, if B80%
or more of the units will have an improved value of $20,000
or less;

-90% financing, if B0% or more of the units will have an
improved value of $40,000 or less.

ii. Where presold units do not represent 90% of the property
value, Perpetual shall provide 80% financing, if B80% or more
of the units will have an improved value of $40,000 or less.

Py Share lcans to Agrecement Area residents to purchase

occupancy shares in co-operative housing projects located in the
Agreement Area. To be eligible for such a loan, the occupancy
share must be purchased from a non-profit co-operative housing
corporation approved by the BAC, and the unit to be occupied

must have an improved value of $40,000 or less. Such loans

shall be made at the same interest rate available on mortgage loans
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provided under this AgreemcnlL. Such loans shall be available
with maturity periods as lon~ as 15 years. Perpetual ghall
establish a Service Corpor.' .n for the purpose of making
co-operative housing share . :ans. ~»
3. Home improvement loans (not secure by realty) to owner-occupants
of 1-4 family homes and condominium units. Such loans shall
be in amounts up to $10,000, with maturity periods as long
as 15 years, and payable in monthly installments.

Credit-Worthiness Standards For Conventional Mortgage Loans

Perpetual agrees to employ the following criteria in determinineo

the credit-worthiness of an applicant seeking a conventional mortgage
loan under Part A of this Agreement.

1. All income of the applicant and avplicant's spousc--including
income from overtimc and part-time employment--that is rcasonably
stable and will most likely continue shall be included as

part of effective gross income.

2. Labor performed by a borrower to improve realty securing a
loan shall be considered as the equivalent of a cash investment
for the purpose of calculating loan to value ratios.

3. In cases where the applicant's credit history is limited, the
applicant's rental paymcnt and employment record shall be
used in lieu of a credit record.

4. Perpetual shall make loans to an applicant with a satisfactory
credit record if the applicant's total payments on debt
cobligations and housing expenses will be less than 50% of
his or her effective net income.

5. For applicants with records showing prompt rental payments
and steady emcloyrent, Perpetual shall make loans where total
payments on debt oblications and housing expenses will be
oreater than 50% of effective ret income, if the aoplication
has the approval of the Agreement Area Housing Counseling
Service established under Part E of this Agreement,

FHA/VA Insured And Assisted Loans

Perpetual agrees to make the FHA/VA insured and assisted loans
enumerated below to any of the following individuals or corporations
qualifying under FHA/VA eligibility standards for the purchase and/or
rehabilitation of any property located in the Agreement Area: 1)
individual residents of the Agreement Area, and 2) non-profit
co-operative housing corporations and condominium developers approved
by the BAC. All such loans shall be available at the maximum
allowable loan amounts, loan to value ratios, and maturity periods.
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1. Mortgage loans insured under FHA Program 203(b) to individual
rasidents to purchase and !* .h purchase and rehabilitate (wrap=
around mortgage loans) one :> £&ur family homes. ~

2. Mortgage loans insured under FHA Program 203 to developers approved
by the BAC to purchase and substantially rehabilitate single
family homes that will be sold to home buyers with mortgage
financing under FHA Program 235.

3. Mortgage loans insured and assisted under FHA Program 235 o
to individual residents to purchase substantially rehabilitated i
single family homes. :

4. Mortgage loans guaranteed under VA Programs to individual
residents to purchase one to four family homes.

w

Mortgage loans insured under FHA Program 234 to individual 1Y
residents to purchase individual condominium units. sud

6. Mortgage loans insured under FHA Program 213 to non-profit
co-operative housing corporations to purchase and both purchase
and rehabilitate projects for co-operative housing. The
non-profit co-operative housing corporation shall be approved
by the BAC. 1In order for such a loan to finance conversion
from multi-family rental tenure to co-operative ownership,
the tenants of the building must receive at least 70% of the
co-operative units.

7. Mortgage loans insured under FHA Program 234 to developers
to purchase and substantially rehabilitate multi-family rental
projects for conversion to condominium ownership. The developer
must be approveg by the BAC. Such condominium projects must
include low and moderate income housing units. The building's
tenants must receive at least 70% of the units. Where possible,
at least 30% of the units must be reserved for Acreement Area
residents obtaining permanent financing and assistance under
FHA Program 235.

8. Mortgage loans insured and assisted under FHA Program 235
to individual residents to purchase substantially rehabilitated
conominium units.

9. Unsecured home improvement loans insured under the FHA Title
I Program.

D. D.C. Government Loan Program

If the District of Columbia Government establishes a rehabilitation
loan program or a loan insurance program, Perpetual agrees to make loans
qualifying under such programs to residents of the Agreement Area and to
non-profit co-operative housing corporations and condominium developers
approved by the BAC in cases where the price and value of property
securing such loans is within the limits established for conventional loans
qualifying under Part A of this Agreement.
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E. Ag ment Area Housing Counseling Service

The BAC shall designate a p. '2n or persons to constitute th,e
Agreement Area Housing Counseling . vice. At least one person so
designated shall be bilingual. Perpctual agrees to contribute funds

for the salary and. expenses of the Housing Counseling Service in an amount
not less than the amount of such funds contributed by the BAC. Perpetual
shall provide the Housing Counseling Service with copies of its current
application forms for mortgage loans, co-operative share loans, and

unsecured home improvement loans, and a copy of its mortgage lending
manual.

Perpetual shall also provide each Agreement Area resident who has
applied for and been denied a loan at its lB8th Street and Columbia Road
branch office with a referral statement prepared by the Housing Counseling
Service. Whenever authorized to do so by the loan applicant, a member
of the Housing Counseling Service may review any such loan application.

F. Special Loan Officer at 18th Street and Columbia Road Branch Office

Perpetual agrees to establish a Special Loan Officer to process
applications by Agreement Area residents for the following types of conven-
tional or FHA/VA loans under this Agreement: mortgage loans on l-4 family
homes and condominium units, co-operative share loans, and home
improvement loans. The Special Loan Officer shall be a full time
officer at Perpetual's 18th Street and Columbia Road branch office.

The Special Loan Officer shall be a resident of the Agreement Area and
shall be bilingual. The Special Loan Officer shall provide technical
assistance to the Housing Counseling Service., The Special Loan Officer
shall also participate in the processing of applications for loans on
co-operative and condominium projects filed by corporations approved

by the BAC pursuant to Part A, Part B, or Part D of this Agreement.

G. Branch Advisory Commission

There is hereby established a Branch Advisory Commission (BAC)
for Perpetual's 18th Street and Columbia Road branch office. The BAC
shall consist of six members. Perpetual shall appoint two members from
a list of nominees submitted by the Adams Morgan ANC. Perpetual shall
appoint two members from a list of nominees submitted by the Mount
Pleasant ANC. Perpetual shall appoint any Agreement Area residents

as the remaining two members. All members shall serve one-year
terms, but may be reappointed.

The BAC shall perform the specific duties assigned to it under
this Agreement. The BAC shall also monitor the implementation of this
Agreement and shall recommend modifications ©of the Agreement. The members
of the BAC shall be permitted to attend meetings of Perpetual's board of
directors. Members shall alsc be permitted to inspect Perpetual's
financial records; provided that no member shall inspect any record
containing information concerning any identifiable borrower or depositor
without prior authorization from such borrower or depositor.
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H. Bilingual Facilities at the 18th Street and Columbia Road Branch
Cffices
rerPetual shall make avail 'e’in Spanish loan applicatioﬁ? and

material relating to savings accounts, such as savings account rules
and proxy cards.

This Agreement shall be incorporated into Perpetual's Application
to Establish a Branch Office at l18th Street and Columbia Road, N.W.
prior to any Federal lHome Loan Bank Board approval of the application.
In consideration for the incorporation of this Agreement into Perpetual's
application prior to the applications approval, the Adams Morgan
Organization, the Adams Morgan ANC, and the Mount Pleasant ANC shall:

1. withdraw their oppcsition to the application;

2. not undertake or participate in a depositor boycott against
Perpetual on account of its lending policies in the Agreement Area;

3. not undertake or participate in a proxy challenge to Perpetual's
management on account of its lending policies in the Agreement Area.

Frank Smith, Jr. Stanley K. Williams
Chairperson Adams Morgan ANC Chairperson Mount Pleasant ANC
Chairperson adams Morgan

Organization

Thorton W. Owen Thomas J. Owen
Chairperson of the Doard Prestdent
Perpetual Federal Savings Peorpetual Federal Savings

and Loan Asscciation and Loan Associatione
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Attachment 2D
Before the
FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK BOARD

Washington, D.C.

In the Matter of:

The Application of Perpetual Federal
Savings and Loan Association, Washington,
D.C. to establish a branch office at the
intersection of 18th Street and Columbia
Road, N.W., Washington, D.C.

MOTION FOR

EXPUNGEMENT OF BIASED FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ,

A HEARING CONDUCTED BY AN UNBIASED HEARING OFFICER,

AND SUBMISSION OF ADDITIONAI. INFORMATION

The Adams Morgan Organization (AMO), the Adams Morgan Advisory
Neighborhood Commission (Adam Morgan ANC), the Mount Pleasant Advisory
Neighborhood Commission (Mt. Pleasant ANC), Jean Smith, and Horace T.
Harris hereby reguest that the Federal liome Loan Bank Board (Board)
strike from the record the findings and recommendations of the officers
of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta (Atlanta Bank). The bias of
the Atlanta Bank officers reguires that the Board undertake this action.

Petitioners further request that the Board appoint an unbiased
hearing officer to conduct an unbiased hearing. At present, the re-
cord in this proceeding in regard to the applicant's lending policies
in the Adams Morgan and Mount Pleasant neighborhoods of Washington, D.C.
(hereinafter jointly referred to as the community) is inadequate. In
large measure this inadequacy is attributable to the bias of the Atlanta
Bank officer who presided at the hearing in this proceeding and failed
to develop necessary information.

Petitioners also request that the Board regquire the applicant to

submit additional information for the record.



118

. v g A
I. The record required for a proper finding in this proceeding.

The lome Ownars.tpan Act rcquifes thf Eo?rd before chartering a
Federal S&L to find "a necessity for siich an Enstiﬁﬁtﬁcn in the com=-
munity to be served" and "a reasonable probability.cof its usefulness.”
12 U.5.C. sec. 1464(e). That act also requires the Board in chartering
and regulating federal S&L's to give "primary consideration to the best
practices of local mutual thrift and home financing institutions."

12. U.5.C. sec. l464(e).

The Board has incorporated the statutory chartering criteria of
"necessity" and "usefulness" in its branching regualtion. 12 C.F.R.
Sec. 545.14(c). The Board requires branch applicants to "indicate the
type and extent of services to be offered...describe the socio-economic
characteristics of the market area population (level of population,
median income, family size, etc.), and discuss how these characteristics
indicate the need for a savings and loan facility with the type and ex-
tent of services being proposed." FHLEB FORM 700 at 3.

Thus federal statute and the Board's own regulations require that
a full record be developed concerning the community's home financing
needs and the applicant's lending policies. In this undertaking the
issue of home financing needs is particularly complex because it may
require ascertainment of community walues as well as social facts.
Ascertainment of such valves requires an examination of the attitudes of
community residents.

In this proceeding, community attitude is a central issue. Peti-
tioners have demonstrated that the great majority of the community's
residents desire to preserve the racially and economically inteqrated
nature of the community. For that reason they desire a financial in-

stitution that will adjust its lending policies to minimize the
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displacement of moderate and lower income persons from the community.
Yot tha.applicant claims that petitionecrs represent only a small
segment of the community's residents ;ﬁd that, in fact, the majority
of the community's residents support applicant's efforts to establish
a branch without adjustment of its lending policies. Perpetual's
Response of October 19, 1976 to AMO's Petition to Deny at 2. (Perpetual

Response). Statement Of Thomas J. Owen submitted to the Atlanta Bank

on November 9, 1976 at 11, 12, It is clear from the above that in
this proceeding community home financing needs cannot be ascertained
merely from examing social and economic facts, but alsoc requires a
determination of the values and attitudes of the community's residents.

Moreover, where, as in Adams Morgan and Mount Pleasant, there is
strong need for particular home financing services, a full record on
the applicant's lending policies is particularly important. If the
applicant's lending policies do not meet these particular home financing
needs, then the applicant, in order to pass the test of usefulness and
necessity, must make reasonable adjustments.

Petitioners have demonstrated a substantial disparity between
the community's particular home financing needs and the applicant's
lending policies. Thus a record must be developed on the issue of
reasonable adjustments. In order to determine what adjustments can be
reasonably expected, the record must contain data to show the point
at which lending policies adjustments would expose the applicant to
undue risk.

Moreover, the federal civil rights laws and the Board's regulations
prohibiting discrimination in mortgage lending impose on the Board a

further obligation to develop a record concerning lending policies in

cases where the applicant's lending policies have discriminatory effects
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on a community's minority residents. 42 U.5.C. sec. 3601 et. seq.;

42 U.5.C. sec. 1981, 1982, Public Law 94-239. If the applicant's
lending policies have unlawful discriminatory effects in the community
prior to establishment of a branch, then the Board cannot properly
find "usefulness and necessity" in an expansion of the applicant's
scope of operations in the community.

Petitioners have shown that the applicant's lending policies
have a discriminatory effect. Thus these lending policies must be
subjected to the business necessity test as required by federal civil
rights laws and the Board's regulations. In order to apply that test
the record must contain data on the risks associated with less
discriminatory lending policies.

Even where the applicant's existing lending policies have no
unlawful discriminatory effects, the applicant's extablishment of
a new branch without adjusting its lending policies may generate
discriminatory effects. Thus, the Board's obligation to take affir-
mative action under Section 3608(c) of the 1%68 Civil Rights Act
requires that the Board in this proceeding develop a full record on
the issue of alternative lending policies with less discriminatory

impact.

II. The role of the Atlanta Bank Officers in developing the record

required in this proceeding.

The Board has delegated to the officers of the Atlanta Bank
primary responsibility for developing a record in this proceeding.
William Branham, a Senior Vice President of the Atlanta Bank, ordered,

scheduled the time and location, and conducted the hearing held on
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on the application at the Atlanta Bank on November 9, 1976.
See 12 CFR Sec, 545.14(h), 556.5(a)(3). Mr. Branham alsc organized
and led a field investigation of the community that included interviews
of commqnity residents to determine their attitude toward the appli-
cation. See 12 C.F.R. sec. 556.5(a){3). Mr. Branham was delegated
authority to require the applicant to submit additional information
for the record, although he appears not to have excrcized that authority.
See 12 D.F.R. Sec. 556.5(a)(2). Finally, Mr. Branham submitted to
the Board a summary and analysis of the proceeding and a recommended
decision. See 12 C.F.R. Sec. 556.5(a)(4). carl Kamp, the President
of the Atlanta Bank, found On October 4, 1976 that the AMO Petition to
Deny of September 24, 1976 was not a "substantial" protest. See. 12
C.F.R. Sec. 545.14 (g)(4). (See. Appendix A).

The portion of the record submitted by the Atlanta Bank officers
will have a major impact on the Board's decision. Mr. Branham's
summary, anilysis and recommended decision will greatly influence the
Board's judgement. In particular, the results of the field investigation
and survey of community attitude conducted under Mr. Branham's leadership
will be given great weight by the Board in its evaluation of a central
issue in this proceeding--the home financing needs of the community
and the attitudes of the community's residents. Additionally, the
finding by Mr. Kamp that the AMO Petition To Deny was not a "substantial"
protest will prejudice petitioners'right to seek judicial review of
the Board's final order in this proceeding.

The Atlanta Bank officers have alsc exercized control over the
portion of the record submitted by the applicant, Perpetual has sub-

mitted in this proceeding only minimal and often misleading information
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concerning its lending policies. In spite of the inadequacy of Per-
petual's submissions, Mr. Branham failed to question Perpetual con-
cerning its lending policies at the hearing. It also appears that
neigher Mr. Kamp nor Mr. Branham have invoked their authority provided
by 12 C.F.R. Sec. 556.5(a)(2) to require the applicant to submit addi-—

tional information.

III. The conflict of interest inherent in the delegation of authority

to the Atlanta Bank officers.

The senior officers of the Atlanta Bank are selected, employed,

have their salaries fixed, and discharged by the Atlanta Bank's
board of directors. Although the Board (FHLEB) has authority to veto
the Atlanta Bank's selection of an cfficer, and in the case of the
President authority to fix a salary range, the officers of the Atlanta
Bank are very much creatures of the Atlanta Bank's board of directors.

. The Atlanta Bank's board of directors is composed of 14 directors;
8 directors elected by the SiL's located within the Atlanta Bank
Region and 6 public directors appointed by the Board.* Thus, the
majority of the persons who employ the Atlanta Bank officers are
elected representatives of the S&L industry. This relationship
results in an inherent conflict of interest whenever the officers are
involved in a dispute between on S&L and a community organization.
Where the officers are assigned primary responsibility for developing

*As of April, 1976, the Board had not even bothered to fill all of
the public director positions. FHLBB Journal, April 1976 at 77.
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the record and making recommendations in such a dispute, this conflict
of interest cannot help but bias the record and the recommendations.
In order to appreciate the extent of ‘this bias one nsed only consider
the reaction of the 5L industry were the eight S&L representatives on
the Atlanta Bank's board of directors replaced by the leaders of
neighborhood associations.

Moreover, the delegation of authority to the Atlanta Bank officers
results in a conflict of interest even where community organizations
have not intervened. As shown above, the Board has an obligation to
develop a full record on community necessity and usefulness in all
application proceedings. Clearly officers who are beholden to the S&L
industry cannot be expected to make vigorous efforts to develop a e
record that might suggest that an applicant be required to adjust its
lending policies as a condition for approval.

The Board has attempted to legitimize this delegation of authority
by designating the Atlanta Bank officers as the Board's Supervisory
Agents. Thus William Branham, a senior vice president of the Atlanta
Bank, is referred to as a Supervisory Agent. Carl Kamp, the Atlanta
Bank's President, is known as the Principal Supervisory Agent. However,
the designation of the officers as "agents" of the Board represents
nothing more than the formal act of delegating authority to them to
process applications. Though nominally agents of the Board, the officers
are in fact still employees of the Atlanta Bank and the conflict of

interest remains unchanged. ]

\

IV. Biased actions of the Atlanta Bank officers in thﬁs-prdceedina.

-

The conflict of interest underlying the delegaxfbn’ﬁf authority

to the Atlanta Bank officers has been manifest iff their biased actions
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in this proceeding. William Branham has made a number of procedural
rulings which indicate bias against petitioners. On September 17, 1976,
AMO filed with the Atlanta Bank a request for additional time in which
to file a statement in this proceeding. The regquest indicated the home
financing problems in the community and pointed out the inadeguacies
in Perpetual's application. Yet Mr. Branham, claiming that the Board's
regulations did not authorize any extensions of the 30 day filing dead-
line, refused to grant the extension and did not offer to request
additional information from AMO pursuant to 12 C.F.R. Sec. 545.14(g)--
a means by which AMO could have submitted statements for the record
after the filing deadline.

Mr. Branham's refusal to provide additional time for AMO stands
in sharp contrast to his willingness to misinterpret the Board's regu-
lations in order to provide additional time for Perpetual. Perpetual
was required by 12 C.F.R. Sec. 545.14(g) to file its response to AMO's
protest within 15 days of the filing deadline for protestants. However,
Mr. Branham misinterpreted this regulation in order to allow Perpetual
a response period of 25 days after the filing deadline. MHearing
before the Atlanta Bank on November 9, 1976 at 51,55.

On October 4, 1976 Carl Kamp ruled that AMO's protest was not
"substantial" Qnd thus that AMO had no right to a hearing even though
the protest did, in fact, comply with the requirements onumcrated in
12 C.F.R. Sec. 545.14(g) (4). (Sece. Appendix A.) Yet threce days later,
on October 7, 1976, William Branham ordered a hearing on his own motion.
(See. Appendix B.) Since AMO was the only protestant of record,
ordering the hearing was clearly a tacit admission that AMO had filed

a "substantial" protest. At the hearing William Branham indicated that
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the Atlanta Bank officers never judged AMO's protest on its merits,

but rather acted on the assumption that a community organization by .
its very nature could not file a substantial protest. Hearing at 68.
The position that a community group cannot file a "substantial™ protest
is not supported by the language of 12 C.F.R. Sec, 545.14(g)(4). The
Atlanta Bank officers misconstrued the requlation in order to deny

AMO the opportunity, should AMO seek judicial review of the Board's
final order, to claim standing on the ground that the Board had found
its protest to be substantial.

William Branham's failure to consider AMO's views concerning the
scheduling of the hearing provides further evidence of bias. On October
7, 1976 Mr. Branham informed AMO that a hearing would be held, indicated
that it could not be scheduled until after October 19, 1976, and
requested that AMO advise the Atlanta Bank on or before October 19, 1976
as to a convenient hearing date. (See Appendix C.) AMO filed a statement
concerning the time and location of the hearing on October 19, 1976,
but Mr. Branham, contrary to his commitment, had already scheduled the
hearing at least a day earlier. Moreover, in scheduling the hearing in
Atlanta, Georgia, Mr. Branham disregarded the requests of AMO and other
community residents that the hearing be held in Washington, D.C. in order
to minimize thé burden of participation by community residents.

Further evidence of bias is found in the manner in which William
Branham presided over the November 9, 1976 hearing. At the hearing,

Mr, Branham repeatedly questioned AMO concerning the nature of its organi-
zation and the basis for its opposition to Perpetual's application.
Hearing at 66, 67, 69, 83, 84, 87. Vet Mr. Branham failed to question

Perpetual concerning its loan policies. In fact, Mr. Branham eventually

884032 0- 17 - 9"
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went so far as to endorse a totally misleading statement of Perpetual
concerning its lending policies. In response to AMO's stated concern
that Perpetual provide more liberal f{hancing on the more expensive !
homes in the community, first Perpetual and then Mr. Branham implied
that this was a problem caused by the Board's regulations--a totally :
erroneous suggestion. Hearings -t 86, 87. Since Perpetual's loan
policies are a central issue in this proceeding Mr. Branham's failure
to develop a record on this has fatally flawed the proceeding. :
On November 19, 1976 William Branham led a four member team that
conducted a field investigation of the community in order to determine
the social and economic characteristics of the community's residents, .
the housing stock, and, most important, the attitude of the community's
residents toward Perpetual's application. The investigation team con-
sisted of Mr. Branham, two other employees of the Atlanta Bank, and E
an employee of the Board. I
A key element of the field investigation was a street interview
of community residents to determine their attitude toward the application. =
The Atlanta Bank had prepared interview forms that asked whether the K
person interviewed was a resident of the community, whether he or she z
had heard of Perpetual's application, and whether he or she wantéd a
Perpetual branch in the community. :
Chris Summers, a community resident, was approached and interviewed
by a woman member of the investigation team while walking down 18th
Street, N.W. in Adams Morgan. The team mewber read the guestions on
the interview form and recorded Mrs. Summer's answers. At no time did
the team member ask Mrs. Summers whether Perpetual should change its

lending policies before entering the community.
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Alex Wright, another community resident, was stopped while
walking down 18th Street near Columbia Road and interviewed by
two members of the investigation team. The team members, a man
and a woman, stated that they were fr"f:m the Federal Home Loan Bank
of Atlanta and that they were conducting a survey to determine whether
the community wanted Perpetual to build a branch cffice at 18th Street
and Columbia Road. They asked Mr. Wright to fill out the interview
form., Based on the type of questions asked Mr. Wright received the
impression that the team members were actually working on behalf of
Perpetual.

Thus, Mr. Branham's investigation team conducted the interviews
in a biased manner. The interview guesticons were phrased in terms of
whether Perpetual should establish a branch, not whether adjustment
of Perpetual's lending policies should be a condition for entry into
the community. MNo effort was made to determine whether community
residents desired a branch that would modify its lending policies in
order to minimize the displacement of moderate and lower income persons
from the community. The thrust of the interview was similar to the
question asked by Perpetual in its customer survey, "Do you favor
Perpetual establishing a new branch office at Columbia Road and

18th St. N.W., Wash., D.C." Amended Petition To Deny of Dec. 10,

1976 at J-2. ‘Like Perpetual, Mr. Branham's investigation team avoided
the key issue and created the false impression that AMO had uncondi-

tionally opposed Perpetual's branch application. Amended Petition To

Deny at 30, 31.
Emil Summers, another community resident, was also interviewed
while walking down 18th Street, N.W., in Adams Morgan. A male mamber

of the investigation team stated that he was from the Federal Home Loan
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Bank of Atlanta and asked Mr. Summers whether Perpetual should be
allowed to build a branch at 18th and Columbia Road. Mr. Summers
stated that he was opposed to the branch. The team member then asked
Mr. Summers whether he had ever been associated with AMO. Mr. Summers
replied yes. The team member then terminated the interview and did
not £ill out the interview form. Thus, Mr. Branham's investigation
team excluded from its survey data the response of a community resident

who opposed Perpetual's application.

V. Elimination of Bias from the record

As shown above this proceeding has been flawed by the bias of
the Atlanta Bank officers. This bias has directly injured petitioners
and has violated their right to due process under the 5th Amendment
and Sec. 558 of the Administrative Procedure Act.

In order to remove this bias the Board must strike from the
record the work product of these officers. Thus, the Board must
strike the findings of the field investigation conducted by Mr. Branham.
The Board must also strike the recommended decision, summary and
analysis of relevant information provided by Mr. Branham. Finally,
the Board must strike Mr. Kamp's finding that AMO's protest was not
"substantial".

Moreover, the hearing held at the Atlanta Bank was inadegquate
due to the bias of the presiding officer, Mr. Brarham. Thus, the
Board must order another hearing to be conducted by an unbiased hearing
officer, The unbiased hearing officer should also be assigned respon-
sibility for conducting any field investigations and submitting the
recommended decision, summary and analysis of relevant information.
The unbiased hearing officer should also make a finding as to whether

AMO and the other petitioners have filed a "substantial" protest as
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defined by 12 C.F.R. sec. 545.14 (g} (4).

VI. Development of an adeguate record

In addition to insuring that ité.proceedings are free from bias,
the Board has an obligation to develop a full record on all the relevant
issues. As petitioners have shown above, the disparity between
the community's home financing needs and Perpetual's lending policies
and the impermissible discriminatory effects of Perpetual's lending
policies are central issues in this proceeding. Thus the Board must
develop a full record on Perpetual's current lending policies and
alternative lending policies before it can properly take action on
Perpetual's application.

At present the record in this proceeding contains only scant
information concerning Perpetual's lending policies. The minimal
information submitted by Perpetual in its October 12, 1976 Response
To AMO's Petition To Deny and its December 21, 1976 Response To Amended
Petition To Deny is often misleading. In order to correct this defi-
ciency the Board must ask Perpetual to submit for the record the follow-
ing information:

(1) A copy of Perpetual's Mortgage Lending Manual (including

all instructions for loan officers).

(2) A detailed description of Perpetual's policies concerning
loan to value ratios for mortgage loans on oldor prop-
erties and non-renovatced properties located in the Adams
Morgan and Mt. Pleasant neighborhoords.

(3) A detailed description of Perpetual's policies concerning
single mortgage loans for both the purchase and rehabili-
tation (wrap-around mortgage loans) of properties located

in the Adams Morgan and Mt. Pleasant neighborhoods.
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(4) A description of the criteria used by Perpetual in

evaluating the credit worthiness of mortgage loan applicants,

including family income, net' worth, and prior credit history

requirements.

The inclusion of Perpetual's Mortgage Lending Manual is

essential. It is not a self-serving submission and would provide

wvaluable evidence of Perpetual's lending policies. The submission of

information concerning Perpetual's financing of the purchase of

older and non-renovated residences and the rehabilitation of such

residences is critical given the nature of the housing stock in the

community. Since 79% of the
family buildings this should
family residences as well as

predominance of moderate and

community's housing units are in multi-
include should include policies on multi-
single fmaily homes. Finally, given the

lower income residents in the community

and the disproportionately high percentage of such residents who are

also minority persons, the submission of information concerning Perpetual's

credit worthiness criteria is essential.

VII. Improper delegation of authority to take final agency action.

As discussed above, the

Bank President to determine whether protestants have filed a "substantial”

protest. The Board has also

provided that the decision of the Atlanta

Bank President shall be final. 12 C.F.R. Sec. 545.14{g) (4) (ii).

1
Board has delegated authority to Atlanta ‘
|

hs demonstrated by Mr. Kamp's decision in this proceeding, the Atlanta

Bank President exercizes significant discretion in applying the criteria

enumerated in 12 C.F.R. Sec.

545.14(g) (4) (i} to the facts of a particular

protest. Moreover, as stated above, the decision as to whether a protest |

is substantial determines whether the protestant has the right to a

hearing and bears directly on the guestion of whether a community group
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protestant has standing to seek judicial review of a Roard order.
Federal courts have held that the heads of federal administrative
agencies have broad power to delegate authority to their subordinates.
However, the delegation of authority to persons who are neither em-
ployees of the federal agency nor Civil Service hearing officers to
take final, non-reviewable agency action on a matter that substantially
effects the rights of participants in an agency proceeding exceeds the
bounds of permissible delegation. Thus, Mr. Kamp's ruling that AMO's
protest was not "substantial" cannot be viewed as "agency action.”
Therefore, the ruling was in violation of Section 1461 of the Home
Owners' Loan Act which requires the Board to regulate federal savings
and loans and Section 558 of the Administrative Procedure Act which

requires the Board to set and complete proceedings.

Respectfully submitted,

0f counsel:
Jonathan A. Brown Louls J. Sirico, Jr.

Attorneys for Adams Morgan Organization
Adams Morgan Advisory Neighborheood
Commission

Mount Pleasant Advisory Neighborhood
Commission

Jean Smith

llorace 1. llarris

Public Interest Resecarch Group
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W,,Suite 419»
Washington, D.C. 20036

February 22, 1977

I certify that a copy of this motion was mailed to Thornton W. Owen,
Chairperson of the Board, Perpetual Federal Savings and Loan Association,
llth and E Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20004. February 22, 1977

Louis J. Birico, Jr.
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The Cuamrman. Ms. Cincotta.

STATEMENT OF GALE CINOTTA, CHAIRPERSON, NATIONAL
PEOPLE’S ACTION

Ms. Cincorra. Thank you. Good morning, Senators.

T am here to testify on the need for and the comnonents of a na-
tional reinvestment act. I address my comments to S. 406, the Com-
munity Reinvestment Act of 1977 that is now before the Senate
Banking Committee. .

We agree fully with the concept that all financial institutions have
an affirmative obligation to meet the credit needs of all our citizens
and their neighborhoods. However, in order to accomplish the pur-
pose of community reinvestment, the act must contain provisions
that require all financial institutions—not just the institutions that
apply for some type of expansion authority—but all institutions and
the Federal regulators to undertake affirmative programs to meet
local credit needs. :

I submit to the committee an amended bill containing such pro-
visions. I will cover in my testimony some high points of the amend-
ments.

The Community Reinvestment Act of 1977 begins with the premise
that many communities’ credit needs are not currently being met.
Following that logic, Congress must recognize that many communi-
ties have historically been underserved. S. 406 should include pro-
visions that address the needs of the historically underserved areas
as well as assuring adequate credit opportunity for all communities.
The bill should therefore be amended to include underserved areas
as specific areas where credit needs are more acute and where finan-
cial institutions should place special emphasis on meeting those needs.

For the purpose of adequately and fairly serving the credit needs
of an entire community and particularlv the underserved areas, a
financial institution must necessarily define a service area and an
affirmative marketing plan. Primary Service areas for savings and
loan institutions should be defined in the Act as that—
geographic territory which includes the areas in which the institution originates
80 percent of its loans and all other areas which are as close as or closer to the
association’s facility as such areas.

Similarly, the term primary service area for commercial banks
should be defined in the Act as those areas—

from which the institution receives 80 percent of its consumer deposits and all
other areas which are as close as or closer to the institution's offices as such
areas.
And by that, T mean you should be able to draw a full circle, if 80
percent of the institution’s loans are outside, and if the institution
can make a judgment that far out of an area a full circle from that
should be drawn around the institution that it should be servicing.
In applying definitions of loans and consumer deposits, institutions
{)nu_st define them for the entire institution, not on a branch by branch
asis, -
The underserved areas which require affirmative marketing pro-
grams should be defined in the act as—
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census tracts, or aggregate of census tracts within the PSA, which are charac-
terized by minority or racially changing populations, lower income households, or
an older housing stock.

Also, the home mortgage disclosure data could be used as areas that
are seen as serving minimal loans. )

In order for the regulatory bodies to determine that the financial
institutions are cooperating in providing for meeting the credit needs
in these underserved areas, the Act must mandate that the regulators
require financial institutions to develop and implement compre-
hensive, affirmative marketing programs, and submit annual per-
formance data.

The Community Reinvestment Act correctly assumes that there
is a demand for mortgage credit in every community. Discouraging
this demand has been a prime activity of financial institutions who
would rather invest depositors’ and public monies in real estate in-
vestment trusts, or marketing loan packages for suburban tract
developments. Exploding the myth of lack of demand should be
another prime concern o% the reinvestment act.

Requiring affirmative marketing is one way, but it is critical that
the Community Reinvestment Act prohibit discrimination in the
quoting or application of conditions and terms, or in the case of
real property, the appraisal due to geographic location of the appli-
cant or the subject property.

Senators, what we are talking about when we say reinvestment
is not requiring financial institutions to purchase homes, apartments,
or businesses or make bad loans, but to make sound loans on equitable
terms, to neighborhood investors. One of the most insidious forms of
discouraging reinvestment is the variance of terms, conditions or
appraisal standards from one area to another.

In a recent discussion with an official of the U.S. League of Savings
Associations, we were reminded that, and I quote: “there are three
rules in appraisal—the first one is location ; the second one is location;
and the third one is location.” Further, when asked whether he did
not accept that appraisal decisions were highly subjective, he re-
sponded : “Noj it isn’t subjective. It is an honest effort to guess what's
going to happen!”

To allow this practice is to force private capital—savings—out of
the very neighborhoods the Community Reinvestment Act is con-
cerned about.

I would like to point out to the committee that the industry, while
talking lack of demand out of 6ne side of their mouth, are talking
about coinsurance out of the other side. They admit to demand when
the topic comes around to the Federal Government subsidizing their
private institutions, but they scream “there’s no demand” when the
topic under discussion is lack of their services to the depositors, the
public and the community. As proof of demand, I cite three examples.

In 1975, the Center for Urban Affairs of Northwestern University
published a report that included a study on the conventional mort-
gage demand of one Chicago neighborhood, Logan Square. What the
report showed was that lack of conventional home mortgaging does

not reflect a lack of demand. In fact, conventional lending was re-
placed by federally insured mortgaging.
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The age of the structures was comparable to an adjacent com-
munity that was receiving conventional loans. Ninety-three percent
of the buyers in the area made relatively high downpayments, yet
received FHA mortgages, while 90 percent of the buyers in the
adjacent area made relatively low downpayments, and got conven-
tional financing.

The study concluded that race may have been a factor. There was
a higher percentage of Spanish-speaking buyers in the area of heavy
FHA lending. In addition, the study conclusions suggest that the
pattern of discrimination reflects the lenders’ refusal to approve ap-
plications for conventional loans and/or the buyers’ failure to apply
for conventional loans out of fear that they would not qualify. And
I’ve got copies of a Sun Times article quoting and listing some of the
buyers, one who offered to make an $8,000 downpayment on a
$16,500 home. Another one winning a bid on a $39,500 property, the
financial institution told them they would need $11,500 down, which
they had, and then after they won the bid, the institution told them
there must have been a mistake when they said they were going to
give them a mortgage.

Again, on the question of demand, the California Department of
Savings and Loan developed a comprehensive package of reinvest-
ment regulations that went into effect August 1976. During the first
3 months of the program, lending in historically underserved areas
increased at a greater per loan and per dollar amount rate than in
areas where redlining has not been a problem.

The four historically underserved Los Angeles communities of
East Los Angeles, Adams Park, Eagle Rock, and Pomona had in-
creases of 198 percent, 167 percent, 126 percent, and 70 percent, re-
spectively, in the number of loans made. The dollar amount for these
4 areas also increased, by 229 percent, 219 percent, 144 percent, and
126 percent, respectively. These communities’ home lending pattern
contrasted with dollar amount increases in Beverly Hills of 48 per-
cent and Palos Verdes of 17 percent. It contrasted in number of home
Joans as well. Beverly Hills increased only 15 percent, while Palos
Verdes actually dropped 15 percent during the same 3 months. As
I said, the demand is there.

Senators, the amendments I propose are critical if S. 406 is to be
a community reinvestment bill.

I have also brought a chart that deals with the data from the Home
Mortgage Disclosure Act of 1975 showing Chicago, Philadelphia and
Hartford, Conn., the shaded area of the pie is the city, the checkered is
the suburbs and the white piece is outside the SMSA. The first column
of the table is home mortgages, and the second column is home mort-
gages and home improvement loans. If you say, well. the suburbs have
. newer buildings and the cities are older, they should be getting home
improvement loans. When you add the two ficures together, the red
area is the city, the blue is the suburbs and the white is outside the
SMSA. And the third column is five units or more of nonowner occu-
pied loans and the picture for Philadelphia and Hartford is even
worse than for the Chicago area, and I think that it shows the reason
we really need to add to this Community Reinvestment Act bill, espe-

® oir i d
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cially with it having that title—I'm afraid we mi%ht not get anything
else through Congress if we don’t add it on this bill. Thank you.

The CuHarman. Thank you, Ms. Cincotta.

[Complete presentation follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF GALE CINCOTTA, NATIONAL PEOPLES ACTION

Good morning, Senators. My name is Gale Cincotta, and I am chairperson of
National People’s Action,

I am here to testify on the need for and the components of a national reinvest-
ment act. I address my comments to 8. 406, the Community Reinvestment Act of
1977 that is now before the Senate Committee,

I agree fully with the concept that all financial institutions have an afirmative
obligation to meet the credit needs of all our eitizens and their neighborhoods.
However, in order to accomplish the purpose of community reinvestment, the Act
must contain provisions that require e¢ll financial institutions—not just the insti-
tutions that apply for some type of expansion authority—but all institutions and
the Federal regulators to undertake affirmative programs to meet local credit
needs

I submit to the Committee an amended bill containing such provisions.

I will cover in my testimony some high points of the amendments.

The Community Reinvestment Act of 1977 begins with the premise that many
communities’ mortgage credit needs are not currently being met. Following that
logie, Congress must recognize that many communities have historieally been
underserved. S. 406 should include provisions that address the needs of the his-
torically underserved areas as well as assuring adequate credit opportunity for
all communities. The bill should therefore be amended to include underserved
areas as specific areas where credit needs are more acute and where financial
institutions should place special emphasis on meeting those needs.

For the purpose of adequately and fairly serving the credit needs of an entire
community and particularly the underserved areas, a financial institution must
necessarily define a service area and an affirmative marketing plan. Primary
Service areas for savings and loan institutions should be defined in the Act as
that ‘“geographie territory which includes the areas in which the institution
originates 80% of its loans and all other areas which are as close as or closer
to the association’s facility as such areas.”

Similarly, the term primary service area for commercial banks should be de-
fined in the Act as those areas “from which the institution receives 80% of its
consumer deposits and all other areas which are as close as or closer to the insti-
tution’s offices as such areas.”

In applying definitions of loans and consumer deposits, institutions must define
them for the entire institution, not a branch by branch basis.

The underserved areas which require affirmative marketing programs should
be defined in the Act as “census tracts, or aggregate of census tracts within the
PSA, which are characterized by minority or racially changing populations,
lower income households, or an older housing stock.”

In order for the regulatory bodies to determine that the financial institutions
are cooperating in providing for meeting the credit needs in these underserved
areas, the Act must mandate that the regulators require financial institutions
to develop and implement comprehensive, affirmative marketing programs, and
submit annual performance data.

The Community Reinvestment Act correctly assumes that there is a demand
for mortgage credit in every community. Discouraging this demand has been a
prime activity of finaneial institutions who would rather invest depositors’ and
public monies in real estate investment trusts, or marketing loan packages for
suburban tract developments. Exploding the myth of “lack of demand” should
be another prime concern of the reinvestment act.

Requiring affirmative marketing is one way, but it is critical that the Com-
munity Reinvestment Aet prohibit diserimination in the quoting or application
of conditions and terms, or in the case of real property, the appraisal due to the
geographic location of the applicant or the subject property.

Senators, what we are talking about when we say reinvestment is not requir-
Ing financial institutions to purchase homes, apartments, or businesses or make
bad loans, but to make sound loans on equitable terms, to neighborhood investors.
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One of the most insidious forms of discouraging reinvestment is the variance of
terms, conditions or appraisal standards from one area to another.

In a recent discussion with an official of the U.S. League of Savings Associa-
tlons, we were reminded that, and I quote: “there are three rules in appraisal—
the first one is location ; the second one is location ; and the third one is location.™”
Further, when asked whether he did not accept that appraisal decisions were
highly subjective, he responded that: “It is an honest effort to guess what's golng
to happen!”

To allow this practice is to force private capital (savings) out of the very
neighborhoods the Community Reinvestment Act is concerned about!

I would like to point out to the committee that the imdustry, while talking lack
of demand out of one side of their mouth, are talking about coinsurance out of
the other side. They admit to demand when the topic comes around to the Fed-
eral government subsidizing their private institutions, but they seream “there’s
no demand” when the topic under discussion is lack of their services to the
depositors, the public, and the community. As proof of demand, I cite three
examples,

In 1975, the Center for Urban Affairs of Northwestern University published
a report that inciuded a study on the conventional mortgage demand of one
Chicago neighborhood, Logan Square. What the report showed was that lack of
conventional home mortgaging does not reflect a lack of demand. In fact, conven-
tional lending was replaced by federally insured mortgaging.

The age of the structures was comparable to an adjacent community that was
receiving conventional loans. Ninety-three percent of the buyers in the area made
relatively high down payments, yet received FHA mortgages, while 90 percent of
the buyers in the adjacent area made relatively low down payments, and got
conventional financing.

The study concluded that race may have been a factor. There was a higher per-
centge of Spanish-speaking buyers in the area of heavy FHA lending. In addi-
tiom, the study conclusions suggest that the pattern of discrimination reflects the
lenders’ refusal to approve applications for conventional loans and/or the buyers’
failure to apply for conventional loans out of fear that they would not qualify.

Again, the lack of demand proves to be a worthless argument given the exam-
ple of 70 individuals who recently bid at Chicago HUD “as is" sales for HUD
owned family homes. Each of these 70 bidders forfeited $500 in deposits because
private sector conventional lenders refused them loans.

Again on the question of demand, the California Department of Savings and
Loans developed a comprehensive package of reinvestment regulations that went
into effect August 1976. During the first three months of the program, lending
in historically underserved areas increased at a greater per loan and per dollar
amount rate than in areas where redlining has not been a problem.

The four historically underserved T.os Angeles communities of Bast I.os An-
geles, Adams Park, Eagle Rock and Pomona had increases of 198 percent, 167
percent, 126 percent, and 70 percent, respectively, in the number of loans made.
The dollar amount for these four areas also increased, by 229 percent, 219 per-
cent, 144 percent, and 126 percent, respectively. These communities’ home lending
pattern contrasted with dollar amount increases in Beverly Hills of 48 percent
and Palos Verdes of 17 percent. It contrasted in number of home loans as well,
Beverly Hills increased only 15 percent, while Palos Verdes actually dropped
15 percent during the same three months. As I said, the demand is there,

Senators, the amendments I propose are critical if S. 406 is to be a community
reinvestment bill.

[S. 406, 95th Cong., 1st sess.]
THE COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT ACT oF 1977 : AMENDED VERSION

(Proposed by National Peoples Action)

A BILI, To require finaneial institutions to help meet the credit needs of the communities
in which they are chartered

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled,

BHORT TITLE

SecrioN 1. This Act may be cited as the “Community Reinvestment Act of
1977,
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FINDINGB AND PURPOSE

Sec. 2. (a) The Congress finds that—

(1) regulated financial institutions are required by law to demonstrate that
their deposit facilities serve the convenience and needs of the communities in
which they are chartered to do business;

(2} the convenience and needs of communities includes the need for credit
services as well as deposit services; and

(3) regulated financial institutions have a continuing and affirmative obligation
to help meet the credit needs of the communities which they are chartered to
serve and the communities which fall within their primary service areas, but
which are underserved.

(b) It is the purpose of this Act to require each appropriate Federal financial
supervisory agency to use its authority when chartering, examining, supervising,
and regulating financial institutions, to encourage such institutions to equitably
meet the credit needs of the communities in which they are chartered and the
historically neglected communities within their primary service areas consistent
with the safe and sound operation of such institutions.

DEFINITIONSB

SEc. 3. For the Purpose of this Act—

(1) the term “‘appropriate Federal financial supervisory agency” means—

(:A) the Comptroller of the Currency with respect to national banks;

(B) the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System with respect
to State chartered banks which are members of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem and bank holding companies ;

(C) the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation with respect to State
chartered banks and savings banks which are not members of the Federal
Regerve System and the deposits of which are insured by the Corporation;
an

(D) the Federal Home Loan Bank Board with respect to institutions the
deposits of which are insured by the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance
Corporation and to savings and loan holding companies;

(2) the term “regulated financial institution” means an insured bank as de-
fined in section 3 of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act or an insured institu-
tion as defined in section 401 of the National Housing Act ;

(3) the term “application for a deposit facility” means an application to the
appropriate Federal financial supervisory agency otherwise required under Fed-
eral law or regulations thereunder for—

" (A) a charter for a national bank or Federal savings and loan associa-
on ;

(B) deposit insurance in connection with a newly chartered State bank,
savings bank, savings and loan association or similar institution;

(C) the establishment of a branch or other facility with ability to aceept
deposits of a regulated financial institution ;

(D) the relocation of the home office or a branch office of a regulated
financial institution;

(E) the merger or consolidation with, or the acquisition of the assets,
or the assumption of the liabilities of a regulated financial institution re-
quiring approval under section 18(¢) of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act
or under regulations issued under the authority of title 1V of the National
Housing Act; or
. (F) the acquisition of shares in, or the assets of, a regulated financial
Institution requiring approval unider section 3 of the Bank Holding Company
Act of 1956 or section 408(e) of the National Housing Act ;

(4) the term “primary service area’ means:

. (A) in the case of savings and loan associations. that geographic ter-
ritory which includes the areas in which the institution originates 80g, of
its loans and all other areas which are as close as or closer to the asso-
ciation's facilities as such areas.

(B) in the case of banks, that geographic territory from which the institu-
tion receives 809% of its “consmmner deposits” and all other areas which are as
close as or closer to the Dank’s facilities as such ureas.

In applying definitions of loans and consumer deposits, institutions must
define them for the entire institution, not on a branch by branch basis. In no
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case shall the definition of the primary service area, as applied to this Act,
be extended beyond the boundaries of the United States, its territories or
properties.

(5) the term “consumer deposit” means a time or savings deposit or demand
deposit owned by one or more individuals in an amount equal to or less than the
current Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and Federal Savings and Loan
Insurance Corporation insured limit.

(6) the term *loan” shall include all individual loans for mortgages, property
improvement, land purchase, construction, and business, as well as individual
consumer loans. It shall not include automatic extension of credit from revolving
charge accounts,

(7) the term “underserved areas” shall be applied to all census tracts, or
aggregate of census tracts within primary service areas, which are characterized
by minority or racially changing populations, lower income households, or an
older housing stock.

(8) the term “area’ as it applies to primary service areas, underserved areas,
and areas subject to lending and deposit disclosure requirements of the Act
shall be comprised of one or more census tract.

(9) the term “census tract” shall be used as defined by the United States
Bureau of the Census.

COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT PROGRAMS AND PROCEDURES

Sec. 4. Each appropriate Federal financial supervisory agency shall develop
programs and procedures for carrying out the purpose of this Aet. Such programs
and procedures shall include—

(1) requiring that in connection with an application for a deposit facility,
the applicant—

(A) delineate the primary service area for the deposit facility;

(B) analyze the deposit and credit needs of such area and how the ap-
plicant proposes to meet those needs ;

(C) indicate the proportion of consumer deposits obtained from individ-
uals residing in the primary service area by the institution;

(D) demonstrate how the applicant is meeting the credit needs of the
primary service area in which it or its subsidiaries have already been
chartered to do business;

(E) demonstrate how applicant is meeting the credit needs of the under-
served areas within the primary service area in which it and its subsidiaries
have already been chartered and are already doing business ;

(2) using, as factors to be considered in approving applications for deposit
facilities, the applicant's record in meeting the credit needs of the primary
service area in which it or its subsidiaries have already been chartered to do
business, and its proposal for meeting the credit needs of the primary service
area associated with the pending application ;

(3) permitting and soliciting community, consumer, or similar organizations
to present testimony at hearings on applications for deposit facilities on how
well the applicant has met or is proposing to meet the credit needs of the com-
munities served by or to be served by the applicants or its subsidiaries; and

() requiring annual public reports from regulated financial institutions list-
ing, by census tract, the number, dollar amount and type of deposits and the
number, dollar amount and type of loans, both inside and outside of the primary
gervice area and the underserved areas;

(5) requiring for each institution an affirmative marketing program to ensure
that lower income persons, women and persons from minority groups, as well as
all persons residing in or owning property in, or operating a business within
underserved areas are the focus of special outreach efforts to meet their credit
needs ;

(6) requiring that each affirmative marketing program be on flle with the
appropriate federal financial regulatory agency and on file for public use at each
facility, and that such programs include as a minimum :

(a) market areas;

(b) media use;

{e) the focus of advertising, including sample advertisement and spots;

(d) the use of informational brochures posters ;
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{e) mortgage and other loan counseling programs, if any;

(f) working relationships with real estate brokers or other business and
professional persons likely to serve persons needing credit;

(g) delineation of budget and staff assigned to the affirmative marketing
program ;

(h) defining specific populations within the underserved areas for special
outreach efforts; and

(1) setting annual goals;

(7) developing standards of service defining acceptable and unacceptable
levels of lending to underserved areas; and applying this standard to each in-
stitution and requiring that each facility post an evaluation in full view, make
copies available to the public at the simple cost of reproduction, and mail copies
of the evaluation to all depositors and borrowers ;

(8) requiring all facilities to develop a pamphlet describing their underwriting
standards for all types of loans and requiring that each facility distribute this
pamphlet to each prospective loan applicant prior to initiating the formal loan
application process, and further requiring that each loan denial include a writ-
ten statement of the reasons for the denial, stating the precise standards in the
pamphlet upon which the decision was made;

(9) requiring that personnel in each facility when receiving verbal or personal
inguiries about loans inform the inquirer of the requirement to make a written
application and limiting all other interchange prior to taking that formal ap-
plication to the reading of a publicly available written statement of a uniform
fet t;t terms and conditions for loans of the type which are the subject of the

nquiry ;

(10) requiring no discrimination in the quoting or application of conditions
and terms, or in the case of real property, the appraisal, due to the geographic
location of the applicant or the subject property, and informing all regulated
institutions that whenever disclosure data or other records subject to examina-
tion by the agents of the financial regulatory agencies indicate variance of
terms, conditions or appraisal standards from one area to another, the burden of
proof falls on the officers of the institution to demonstrate in clear aand compel-
ling terms, and with objective evidence, that in that particular case, such a varia-
tion was necessary to avoid what can be demonstrated to be an unsound busi-
ness practice;

(11) developing from the deposit and loan disclosure data an inventory of un-
derserved areas and requiring that all applicants for relocations or branch
facilities apply to serve one or more of these areas or explain in detail, in their
application for another area why they could not locate a facility in any such
underserved areas;

(12) requiring of all applicants having existing facilities a Neighborhood Im-
pact Statement defining how the new facility being applied for will affect the
areas previously served ;

(13) developing a system of annual reviews of the performance of regulated
institutions and, for institutions found to have unsatisfactory standards of serv-
fee, recommending disciplinary action based on the severity of the abuse; with
such action including, but not limited to, fines, the issuing of cease and desist
orders, the imposition of an implementation process for the affirmative market-
ing program, the restructuring of the composition of the governing board, and
the consideration of recommendations to the insuring agency to reconsider the
granting of insurance and/or the recommendation that the charter be revoked.

ANNUAL REPORT

SEc. 5. Each appropriate Federal financial supervisory agency shall include
in its annual report to the Congress a section outlining the actions it has taken
to carry out its responsibilities under this Act.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Sec. 6. Regulations to earry out the purposes of this Act shall be published by
€ach appropriate Federal financial supervisory agency, and shall take effect no
later than one hundred and eighty days after the date of enactment of this Act.
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CONVENTIONAL LoAR DI1sTRIBUTION IN 8 CITIES
An Ovevrview of Attached Graphs and Tables

In looking at the distribution of home loans for 3 cities, we see a repeated
pattern—high suburban lending, low city lending, and varying loan levels for
housing outside the metropolitan area.

CHICAGO: The four largest savings and loans and two largest banks jointly
made 75% of their conventional homeowner mortgage loans in the suburbs;
22% in the city, and nearly 39% outside tie metropolitan area. The pattern does
not even change when home improvement loans are added in. Chicago’s portion
increases somewhat when larger unit buildings (5 or more units) and loans to
investors for 1—4 unit buildings (non-owner-occupied) are added in.

The pattern for PHILADELPHIA's six major lenders is similar for 1-4 unit
homeowner loans and home improvement loans. The figures for lending outside
the metropolitan area—much higher than Chicago—probably reflects the differ-
ence between Illinois unit banking and Pennsylvania branch banking. There is
no way, however, to determine how much of the loans indicated as “outside
metro area’” are outside the state of Pennsylvania.

The most dramatic city vs. suburban lending is reflected in Hartford's figures.

It should be pointed out that closer analysis of each of these cities’ data
shows great disparity in lending within the city. The blackened portion of the
“pies” that represents city loans does not represent equal distribution of loans
within the city (or within the suburbs). Particularly within the city, and in
some suburbs, there are numerous underserved neighborhoods that received little
Or no money.

The figures and the charts on which they are based are only for housing loans,
the only kind of lending data required under the current Home Mortgage Dis-
closure Act.

Note.—All loans are loans originated by institutions. None are secondary or pur-
chased loans.
Also, figures on attached tables are in thousands of dollars (000s omitted).
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) CHICAGO: Loan Distribution
by 4 Largest Savings & loans and 2 Largest Banks

HOME MORTGAGES*
{1-4 units)

HOME MORTGAGES Plus
HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS

e, -

OTHER LOARNS

(Buildings over 5 units and
non-owner-occupied 1-4 units)

KEY: F
g City Suburbs Qutside Metro Area

*tdoes not include FHA

BB-032 0-771-10
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CHICAGO: LENDING BY FOUR LARGEST SAVINGS AND LOANS AND TWO LARGEST BANKS 1975

nventional mortgages Home Im&mm loans Al loans (5 plus units) and

1 to 4 units nonoccupants § to 4 units
Per- Per- Per-
Num- centof Num- contof Num- cent of
Lender (assets) ber Dollars dollars ber Dollars dollars ber Dollars dollars
Flut Fedaral Savings & Loan (§1.82
Hion) ,B83 105,248 100 841 4,156 100 137 10, 542 1
26.0 452 1,663 40.0 3 5313 50.4
73.9 487 487 59.8 @ 5229 49.6
Outside .1 2 6 o2 0 0
Talman rulerll Savings & Loan
Gl 29 billion). 3,758 109,016 100 418 1,014 100 221 11,899 100
In o 1,616 42,955 39.4 231 508 50.1 192 7,365 61.9
Suhu 65,625 60.2 187 506  49.9 124 4,338 36.5
0-- 436 .4 0 L] 0 5 196 L6
Bell mml Savings & Loan ($1.14
......................... 065 82,438 100 199 469 100 85 9,235 100
9.3 44 93 15.8 8 297 3.2
78,7 142 6 738 40 7,652 82.3
Outside. 8 12.0 13 30 6.4 7 L6 14.5
St Paul Fuhral Savings & Loan
ao.rs illion). - 2,218 73,39 100 131 439 100 23 1,613 100
12.1 25 87 17.4 6 411 24.6
81.9 105 41 8.4 17 1,262 75.4
0 1 1 2 0 0 0
Billlon)....cc.iccniinimmisminie 755 37,830 100 21 5 100 0 0 0
3,39 9.0 1 2 4.0 0 0 0
) 669 34,434 91.0 20 48 9%.0 0 0 0
utside. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Fnl National Bank ($2.58 blilmn)_._. 327 10,993 100 241 563 100 0 0 0
Chicago.... 126 3, 465 315 164 416 67.8 0 0 1]
Suburbs 7,467 61.9 7 147 23.9 0 0 0
Dumdu.. 61 .6 2 51 8.3 0 0 0
Total. oo eae 100 1,951 6,802 100 466 33,409 100
LT L U 22.4 917 2,769 40.7 299 13,386 40.1
Suburbs_ ... 75.1 1,018 3,545 58.0 225 18,481 55.3
[T e SR S 2.5 88 1.3 2 1,542 4.6
Total conv. plus home im-
provement. . ... _...._...
Chicago....
Subur

Outside.

NOTES

Chicago data compiled and analyzed by National Training and Information Center ﬁNTIc). .
it information is available by geographic area for only 1 of these lenders, First National Bank. Of all deposits,
76 pet come from Chicago and 24 pet from the suburbs.
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PHILADELPHIA: Loan Distribution
by 6 Major Lenders

HOME MORTGAGES*
(1-4 units)

HOME MORTGAGES Plus
HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS

OTHER LOANS

(Buildings over 5 units and
non-owner-occupied 1-4 units)

KEY:
City Suburbs Outside Metro Area

*does not include FHA
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PHILADELPHIA: LENDING BY SIX MAJOR LENDERS JAN. 1, 1975. THROUGH JUNE 30, 1976

Conventional mortgages  Home improvementloans All loans (5 plus units) and
1 to 4 units 1 to 4 units nonoccupants 1 to 4 wnits
Per- Per- Per-
Num- : centof Num- centof Num- cent of
Lender (assets) ber Dollars dollars ber Dollars dollars ber Dollars dollars
Metro Federal Savings & Loan
(90.2‘.! bitlion). 568 16,322 100 95 211 100 15 31 100
bﬁdph 298 42.9 67 189 68.2 11 232 70.1
55.3 28 B8 3.8 3 8 23.6
1.8 0 0 0 1 2 6.3
100 1 2 100 3 4,438 100
42.5 1 2 100 3% 4,382 88,7
53.5 0 0 0 2 45 L3
4.0 o ] 0 0 0 0
100 20 84 100 11 " .
30.9 5 19 20.2 » * -
39.9 1 ] 9.6 4 > ¥
29.2 14 66 70,2 - . »
100 2 310 100 5 12,435 100
12.7 18 51 16.3 ] ] 0
U9 rid 104 336 0 0 0
52,4 45 155 50.1 5 12,435 100
100 2,008 6,558 100 16 . b
4.5 577 1,500 22.9 * . *
26.1 1,422 4,974 758 . 4 ¥
69.3 9 84 1.3 . . L
100 3,532 8110 100 3 7,764 100
33.5 1,469 2,801 34.5 0 0 0
64.0 1,980 5,083 62.7 2 6720 86.6
2.5 83 226 2.8 1 1,04 13.4
192,323 100 5,746 15,349 100 61 24,9%8 100
Philadelphia...._....___.._.._. 2,2 43,934 22.8 2,117 4,562 29.7 47 4,614 18.5°
- Subu 72,379 3.6 3,458 10,258 66.8 7 6,8 21.5
Outside 2 76, 011 39.6 1711 531 3.5 7 13,500 54.0
Total Conventional plus Home
Improvement....__.____... 12,503 207,675 100 ... oo i iiiieiicaccccceccesessssseeas

NOTES

Philadelphia data from “'Where Our Dollars Go'' by Northwest Community Housing Association,
Three of these lenders purchased over $176 million in FHA loans made by other lenders. Philadelphia National Ban k

alone purchased $151 million,
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HARTFORD: Loan Distribution
by 5 Major Lenders

’
HOME MORTGAGES®* I \
(1-4 Units) }

AN
i \\
HOME MORTGAGES Plus NN
HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS { ™~ }
\ ,
\
C D%
S
,é \
7] N
OTHER LOANS /' \\
(Buildings over 5 units and {
non~owner-occupied 1-4 units) \ j
Y 7
\-—....__...--

City | Suburbs Outside Metro Area

*does not include FHA
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HARTFORD: LENDING BY FIVE MAJOR LENDERS, JANM. 1, 1975 THROUGH DEC. 31, 1975

All loa: nits;
Conventlonal Ilod.ulu Homlm&mmlhﬂnl and :;ngwp;::h“l I:!

1to & units 4 units 4 units
Per- Per- Per-
Num- centof Num- centof Num- cent of
Lender ber Dollars dollars ber Dollars dollars ber Doflars dollars
Hartford Federal Savings and Loan.... 936 29,098 100 920 2,232 100 15 100
Hartford _ 8 1,717 6.1 123 296 13.3 1 1 42.4
638 20,379 70.0 39 730 32.7 8 u7 57.6
214 6,948 219 478 1,206 54.0 0 0 0
621 20,061 lllg ‘Hg 976 mg 23 30.053 Iﬂg
621 20,061 100 218 976 100 24 30,055 100
Outside 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hartford Naﬂonal Bank and Trust. . __ 127 5,253 100 803 2,536 100 3 649 100
Hatford . oo .. 1 70 L3 52 180 7.1 2 306 47.1
2,127  40.5 299 869 u.3 1 343 52.9
3, 056 58.2 452 1,487 58.6 0 0 ']
1,219 100 89 565 100 0 0 (']
64 5.2 13 107 18.9 0 0 [}
1,155 94.8 7% 8l.1 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 '] (]
9,160 100 374 1,165 100 0 0 0
B68 9.5 72 180 15.4 0 0 0
8,292 90.5 302 985 84.6 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1]
64,791 100 2,464 7,474 100 42 31,133 100

2,773 4.3 260 763 1 9 489 4.8
52,014 80.3 1,294 4,018 53.9 33 29,645 95.2
ide 7 10,006 15.4 30 36.0 o

Total conventional plus home
improvement, .. ... ... AT TREOS: MO0 oo s i siia

3,536 s Y~ By
L I e A A R R s P
12,697 176 Lo LITIIITITIIIITIUNT

NOTES

Hartford data collected by Education/Instruction, Inc., Harftord, Conn.; analyzed by National Training and Information
Center, Chicago.

According to research by Education/Instruction, the deposit source for these Sinstitutions is: 3§ of the mibmlmm
the city of Hartford; 14 come from the suburbs.

[From Chicago Sun-Times, March 20 1977]
How Poor Lose Qur 1N HUD AvucTtioNs

(By Jerry DeMuth)

Dozens of Chicago families have lost hundreds of dollars each because lenders
have refused to finance homes they contracted to buy at U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development auctions,

“People go down there (to a HUD auction) expecting to get a bargain. Instead,
they get cheated,” said one woman who, with her husband, wanted to buy a
three-bedroom home on 112th PL. for $10,500.

Mr. and Mrs. Mahlon Mims made the winning bid on the home at one of the
auctions held by HUD to reduce its vast inventory of repossessed homes and
advertised as “purchase opportunities.”

“We had the gas turned on so the city inspector could inspect the furnace,”
said Linda Mims. “Then we had the electricity turned on. Altogether, we had
put about $600 into the house.” That was above the $500 the couple were required
to deposit when they bid on the house.

“We didn't know then we would have so much trouble getting financing. Banks
said they would gladly finance a new lhome or a home being sold by a private
individual, but not a home from HUD,” she said.

The Mimses recovered their $500 deposit, but are bitter because “HUD is not
telling people they're giving refunds,” Mrs. Mims said. She said she only knew
by talking to another HUD buyer.
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Many individuals complain HUD has not told them there were circumstances
under which they could get the deposits back. Others said they tried and failed
to recover the money. .

Some 125 of 899 sales at HUD's first four auctions last summer were never
closed, and refunds were made in only 37 of those cases, according to figures
from HUD.

“Those auctions are a hoax,” complained Mrs. Carolyn Morris, who sought to
purchase a three-bedroom home on 8. State for $16,500. “They’'re another means
of exploiting poor people. They're not to help anybody but HUD.”

She said she offered to make an $8,000 down payment on the house. “I figured
that if I made a reasonable down payment, anyone would finance it,” she said.

But she was unable to find any institution willing, including those on a list
supplied to her by HUD.

“I called HUD about getting the money back,” she said. “A woman told me,
‘You knew you couldn't get the money back.'”

Mrs. Albert Porter and her husband transferred their savings from a neighbor-
hood bank to a major Loop bank when it promised financing, only to see that
bank change its mind. The Porters eventually lost their $500 deposit.

John Smylie, who made the winning bid for $39,500 on a three-flat on King
Drive, also thought he had financing lined up. “They had asked for $11,500
down,” said Smylie of a Southwest Side savings and loan association. “Then
after I put in my bid, they said no. They told me the man who had promised me
a mortgage had made a mistake. So we ended up losing $500.”

“Individuals who try to buy these homes don't have a chance,” said Lenore
Rodgers, a leader of the Metropolitan Area Housing Alliance that provided The
Sun-Times with a list it compiled of 46 persons who were not able to close
auction sales.

“These people can't get financing because banks are redlining these areas,”
Mrs. Rodgers said. “HUD knows this so they shouldn't take their $500 deposits,”

John Davis, head of property disposition for the Chicago Area HUD office, said
the agency regularly grants extensions of closing dates and will refund deposits
“at the decision of the (HUD) Secretary on a case-by-case basls” for such rea-
sons as inability to obtain financing or vandalism to the home. “But we tell them
it's up to them to get financing,” he added.

The CrairMaN. Mr. Holman.

STATEMENT OF CARL HOLMAN, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL URBAN
COALITION

Mr. HoLman. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Proxmire and members of the Senate Banking Commit-
tee, I hoped to be accompanied today by Mr. John Kelly, president of
the Midwest National Bank of Indianapolis, a bank which provides
much of its services to a predominantly central city clientele. Un-
fortunately, Mr. Kelly informed us late yesterday that urgent busi-
ness requires his presence in Indianapolis today. I will include some
of his comments,

It is always a pleasure to testify before this committee which has
been the birthplace in recent Congresses of some of the soundest and
most creative legislation designed to assist our ailing urban areas.
S. 406, the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977, is aimed at com-
}ﬂefnenting the fine work begun by your earlier mortgage disclosure

egislation. This new act highlights the almost neglected but abso-
lutely essential area of meeting local community credit needs which
s ofter overlooked in chartering new financial nstitutions. The con-
cept that financial institutions have an obligation to analyze and
respond to basic credit needs of the service areas in which they are
chartered is one we wholeheartedly endorse and applaud. We agree
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that a public charter conveys numerous economic benefits to the ap-
plicant who receives a semiexclusive franchise to do business in a
particular geographic area. It is only right, therefore, that this same
charter should mandate some degree of investment by the applicant
in this same geographic area.

While we are in complete agreement with the general concept and
intent of this legislation, I would like to take this opportunity to
raise a series of possible consequences of the actual language as
drafted which, if not taken into account, may result in further dis-
investment in urban areas. I acknowledge in advance that I am
viewing what is intended as comprehensive legislation from a pre-
dominantly urban point of view. However, the possible cumulative
effects of the actual provisions of this bill urge me to suggest the
following considerations:

First: This act may actually retard early entrance by lending in-
stitutions into neighborhoods which are beginning to undergo sig-
nificant revitalization. It’s very easy to get branches in once certain
other people who have been there have been pushed out. A thorough
analysis of the credit needs of an improving community, with the
attendant lending restrictions, may convince conservative lenders
that a later entry into the credit market is not only economically
justified but necessary. That is to say, the bank may not enter at the
time of considerable need, but rather when revitalization has essen-
tially been accomplished.

Second : There 1s the possibility that should a bank or branch focus
entirely on the credit needs of its local community, especially if it be
in an area having a relatively small deposit base with credit needs
disproportionate to its deposits, then the feasibility of pooling re-
sources through allocations from other branches may be impaired.

Third : This legislation may provide the necessary justification for
suburban banks and branches to restrict their loan portfolios to their
immediate local areas. This might cause such banks to feel little or
no obligation to provide creditworthy central city applicants with
loans and mortgages. :

I realize that none of these possibilities need occur, but we have
talked with a great number of bankers as we were preparing to testify,
and I do think these are considerations that might be taken into
account.

In John Kelly’s absence, I should like to share with you three of
his recommendations for banking incentives in keeping with the
purposes of this legislation.

I might say, in Senator Lugar’s absence, that Mr. Kelly came from
Citibank and 1s one of these minority bankers who has attempted to
establish and to operate a bank in an area which is underserved by
existing banks.

He suggests that regulatory agencies should permit banks to
maintain a reduced level of funds kept on reserve in some proportion
to the amount extended in credit to the local community.

Second : That a new classification should be established for Treas-
ury tax and loan payments for banks that meet the new credit re-
quirements which would allow them to keep treasury tax and loan
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payments on deposit for a longer period of time. This would also be
related in some proportion to the amount of credit extended in the
local community.

Finally: A more favorable borrowing rate—perhaps a percentage
point or so below the established borrowing rate of the Federal Re-
serve or the Federal Home Loan Bank would be granted when a bank
extending local credit is required to borrow for liquidity purposes.
For example, these community credits could be considered as col-
lateral for the Federal Reserve, for the Treasury tax and loan pay-
ments, or for increased liquidity.

Lest you think I'm masquerading as a banker, Mr. Kelly has
been kind enough to suggest that he will be pleased to submit in
writing to the committee whatever you may require by way of
further comment or clarification on his suggestions.

I’d like to take this opportunity to suggest again that this com-
mittee might consider perhaps in separate legislation the creation
of a Federal development bank which would provide hard and soft
loans for strengthening the economic life of urban areas. For some
time now the coalition has been urging the creation of such an in-
strumentality which would draw on the best experiences of entities
like the Export-Import Bank and World Bank and which would
strengthen the opportunities for more rational development in
management of land, housing, transportation, and job market re-
sources at regional and local levels. I'm encouraged that the new
administration seems ready to move in this direction, and feel that
appropriate legislative support from your committee would do much
to bring such facilities into being, which would particularly benefit
our older northeastern and north-central cities as well as many others.

We speak of changing neighborhoods in cities like our own, where
C!:.ipitol Hill is changing, as southwest Washington changed, as
Adams-Morgan is changing, and we're all for constructive change,
but we also believe that 1t should be possible to stabilize, conserve and
revitalize urban neighborhoods without dispossessing or dispersing
all of the residents already in place. We are now in the process of
conducting a survey of neighborhood revitalization and displacement
In 43 cities across the country. Qur preliminary findings reveal that
as middle class and more affluent whites are moving back into some
central city neighborhoods, minorities and white low income and
elderly residents are being pushed out, often into new urban or
fringe suburban ghettos. We are finding a crucial need to have gov-
ernment provide insured rehabilitation loans, as it already provides
insured mortgages, so that those who wish to remain in improving

neighborhoods may have the option to do so. I hope that the pro-
posed legislation may take us another step toward a better life and
better urban neighborhoods made available not only to the con-
ventional preferred loan risks and newcomers, but also to those who
have already invested in those improving neighborhoods a substantial
part of their life, their resources, and their hopes for the future.
Thank you.

The Cramman. Thank you very much, Mr. Holman.

The Cnamrman. Mr. Schechter.
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STATEMENT OF HENRY SCHECHTER, DIRECTOR, DEPARTMERT OF
URBAN AFFAIRS, AFL-CI0

Mr. ScuecHTER. I appreciate the opportunity to appear before you
to present the views of the AFL-CIO on S. 406, the proposed Com-
munity Reinvestment Act of 1977.

The AFL-CIO supported the enactment of mortgage loan dis-
closure legislation to help combat redlining which denies credit for
home purchases in designated neighborhoods. That concept would be
extended by the proposed Community Reinvestment Act of 1977.

Much of the basic Federal legislation applicable to financial in-
stitutions had its genesis in reactions to economic instability that was
set off or greatly aggravated by unwise operation of financial in-
stitutions. The disruptions caused by the financial panic of 1907 led
to the establishment of the Federal Reserve System to provide a
source of credit to the banks in times of liquidity crises. The great
number of bank failures and capital impairments of thrift institu-
tions in the late twenties and early thirties contributed greatly to
the massive economic dislocations of the Great Depression. This led
to the enactment of legislation between 1933 and 1935 which in-
cluded the establishment of the Federal Home Loan Bank System,
deposit insurance, interest rate regulation and various restrictions on
lending. These measures were designed to maintain the soundness
and continuing operation of the institutions, and to assure that
credit services needed for economic growth and stability would be
provided to residents and businesses in local communities.

The national scope of the aforementioned historic economic crises
represented the sum total of hundreds of community crises in which
the policies and subsequent conditions of financial institutions were
of strategic importance. The events of the early thirties established
beyond a doubt that an undue contraction of various credit services
is harmful to the community. This has been demonstrated in modern
times at the neighborhood level.

As pointed out in Chairman Proxmire’s statement accompanying
the introduction of the bill, in the Congressional Record of January
24, 1977:

‘Those who obtain new deposit facilities receive a semi-exclusive franchise to
do business in a particular geographic area. The government limits the entry of
other potential competitors into that area if such entry would unduly jeopardize
existing financial institutions.

The Federal powers are exercised not only to protect stockholders,
and depositors who would be inconvenienced until they are repaid
under Federal insurance. Such protection against competition that
might cause failure of institutions is justifiable in large part because
the financial institutions are expected to continue to provide services
that will support the economic viability of the community.

It is appropriate and logical, therefore, that the Federal financial
supervisory agencies in accordance with the stated purpose of S. 406,
should be required to use their authority when chartering, examin-
ing, supervising, and regulating financial institutions to help meet
the credit needs of the local community in which they are chartered,
consistent with the safe and sound operation of such institutions. The
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nub of the matter probably lies in the concluding clause “consistent
with the safe and sound operation of such institutions”.

The usual explanation by a local financial institution of a re-
luctance or refusal to extend credit in all or part of a local business
or residential market area is that risk of loss is too great in light of
the outlook for economic viability of that local area. There is no need
to go into a lengthy detailed explanation of how the adoption of
policies based on such prognostications by lenders in a market or
submarket area often become self-fulfilling prophecies.

The question is the basis on which the risk judgments are made.
Supervisory agency examiners of financial institutions are concerned
with the status of loans that were made; they were not concerned
with loans that were not made, and why such loans were not made.
There is a need for a record that would enable a Federal financial
supervisory agency to judge whether the individual institutional as-
sessment of risk is or is not reasonable. Such a record would really be
necessary to implement subsection 4(2) of S. 406. That section would
require the supervisory agency to judge the record of an applicant,
for a deposit facility or deposit insurance or for a branch office, in
meeting the credit needs of the primary savings service area in which
it or its subsidiaries have already been chartered to do business.

If the purpose of the proposed act is to be served, therefore, there
is need for a requirement that every applicant who applies for
credit, and whose application is refused, be provided with a written
reason for such disapproval, and that the financial institution main-
tain a file of copies of such refusal for examination by the supervisory
agency.

The past record of the ratio of aggregate loans made to deposits
received for a submarket area can be useful. Comparative ratios for
different institutions in a given local area would provide an initial
indication of which ones may have been serving the credit needs of
the community and which were not meeting such needs. More de-
tailed reviews of the operations of those with relatively low ratios
could then throw light on the merits of policies that were pursued.
Presumably, the regulatory agencies would obtain such data in order
to fulfill the requirements of subsection 4(1) (D).

On the other hand, it is questionable whether the estimates re-

uired of financial institution applicants under sub-section 4(1) (C)
should be included. It is difficult to see how the managers of a pro-
posed financial institution or branch facility could meaningfully
respond to subsection 4(1)(C) to indicate the proportion of con-
sumer deposits obtained from individuals residing in the primary
savings service area that will be reinvested by the lender in that area.
There is almost no way of knowing how large a demand for various
types of credit will emanate from residents and business people of the
local community, and how much of such a volume of credit could be
granted consistent with the safe and sound operation of such in-
stitutions.

This gets back to the question of risk, and the other side of the
coin, the rate of return from a loan that is commensurate with the
risk involved. There is no universal standard of judging risk, or in
establishing differences in risk that would justify differences in in-
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terest rates required on loans. Each institution really makes its own
judgment of risks, risk differentials, and returns to be obtained from
different investments. These factors weigh heavily in the determina-
tions by private financial institutions of allocation of their resources
for credit extension in their local communities and in other parts of
the country or the world. .

When it turns out that judgmental errors have been made in as-
sessing risk, there are likely to be moves for Government bail-outs.

The tens of billions of dollars in loans to less developed countries
that were made by commercial banks were undoubtedly made in
anticipation of relatively high returns that would justify the risks
involved. With hindsight, it now appears that some of these loans
were of quite high risk and repayments are now doubtful. The
board chairman of one of the largest banks suggested a week ago
that international financial institutions should enlarge existing public
credit lines or guarantees. Increased loans from international institu-
tions supported by the U.S. and other. governments, might allow the
debtor nations to repay their private bank loans, while the public
institutions assume the high risk burden.

The foreign country loan experience raises a question which may
seem beyond the scope of this hearing and yet is related. Should such
past performance also be considered as detrimental to the provision
of local community credit needs and therefore act as a negative
consideration in applications for additional branches and deposit
facilities?

In general, shouldn’t the record of past performance include a
review not only of the proportion of resources which were devoted to
meet local credit needs but also a review of the types of credit and
types of creditors who were served by the deployment of available
resources of the institution. How much of the credit resources coming
from local deposits was used to make loans to large corporations, or
foreign borrowers, to finance economic activity outside of the local
community, and was there a dearth of needed credit locally while such
credit extensions were being made?

We would suggest consideration of a requirement that the Federal
supervisory agencies, in implementing the purposes of S. 406, should
take into account the types of alternative uses of funds eleswhere,
and the extent to which such credit extensions affected the availability
of funds to meet local credit needs.

With the qualifications and changes that have been recommended,
the AFL~CIO supports the enactment of S. 406,

The CirairvMan. Thank you very much, Mr. Schechter.

Senator Tower has an opening statement.

OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR TOWER

Senator Tower. Thank you, Mr, Chairman.

I apologize for having been detained and not being here to make
my statement at the beginning of the testimony which I'm following
with great interest.

I have some serious reservations about this Community Reinvest-
ment Act. I don’t quarrel with the ends of the proposal and that is
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providing mortgage credit to creditworthy purchasers in the inner-
city areas. My main concern is in the manner in which this is to be
achieved.

This_proposal would, as I read it, provide for a scheme of credit
allocation in our financial institutions. I think this could be detri-
mental and that it could disrupt the flow of mortgage credit in this
country. The overall effect could be to deprive the parts of the coun-
try that are short of mortgage capital from receiving surplus capital
that exists in other parts of the country and to what degree would
an institution be limited in purchasing mortgages for its portfolio
which are not originated within its so-called service area? To what
degree would an institution be limited from investing in securities
in GNMA, FRDMC or FNMA? Such an investment would not be
an investment in the community in which the lender is located but
such an investment is crucial in terms of providing mortgage credit
for the Nation as a whole.

I think a better approach to providing mortgage credit to the
inner-city is to encourage institutions to make loans in that area.
Unless adequate services are there, such as good streets, schools, sani-
tation, police protection, fire protection, and so forth, a lender will
normally assume a higher risk in making a loan in such an area. I
would encourage suchglenders to make such loans by providing them
with the assurance that should any losses occur they would share such
losses and not be 100 percent responsible for them.

I plan to introduce legislation in a few days which would provide
a program which would accomplish this.

S. 406. would require the Federal financial institutions regulatory
agencies to pressure commercial banks, as well as savings and loan
associations to use their consumer deposits for loans to borrowers
physically located in the same geographic areas in which the deposit-
accepting institutions are located. Such impediments to the free
functions of financial markets necessarily hamper the economic
efficiency with which those markets allocate credit.

From the standpoint of the welfare of the Nation as a whole, eco-
nomic efficiency is maximized if credit is given to those productive
borrowers willing to pay the highest interest rates after allowance for
risks. Now this is because those borrowers will use the available credit
for the most productive purposes. This is what enables them to pay

the sgghest, interest rates. If Government sponsored credit allocation
1s used to channel credit to other borrowers, it necessarily will use
the credit for less productive purposes and economic well-being of the
Nation as a whole will suffer.

Thus, S. 406 raises the basic question of what is the proper role for
financial institutions? Should commercial banks, for example, gather
deposits locally for lending to local borrowers or should they gather
deposits locally for lending to those borrowers, regardless of physical
location, able to use the funds in ways most beneficial to the welfare
of the Nation as a whole?

S. 406 would also impose a considerable paperwork burden on
financial institutions and might force them to divulge competitively
Important information and where they derive their deposits and
where they make their loans. Although this bill is administered by
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the Comptroller of the Currency, the Federal Reserve System’s
Board of Governors, the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, and
the Federal Home Loan Bank Boartf,o only the last agency mentioned
will testify at the hearings. Now this would appear to me to leave
a serious gngein the hearing record. It’s crucial that adequate mort-

redit be provided to inner-city residents. There is sound ex-
isting housing stock that should and must be preserved. It would be
far cheaper to rehabilitate and preserve this stock than razing it and
building new units. Additionally, there are thousands of neighbor-
hoods that are presently stable that could be subject to decline and
decay unless adequate mortgage credit is made available for the
51111'0 ase of these homes and where necessary the rehabilitation of

em.

I look forward to the balance of these hearings and hope we will be
able to find some realistic and workable solutions to problems of
lack of adequate mortgage credit to our Nation’s inner-cities.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I ask unanimous consent that my
statement be placed at the appropriate place in the record prior to
the testimony.

The CrarmaN. Thank you, Senator Tower, and let me say quickly
in response to you, all the regulatory bodies were asked to give a
statement or to testify, as they will, and we have statements from
each of them that will be part of the record.

Senator Tower. Good. I'm glad to know that they will be included.

The CrairMaN. I said before you came that this was not a credit
allocation bill and I certainly don’t see it that way. Whatever we
can do to prevent it from being a credit allocation bill I want to do.

What this bill would do would be to try to make the banks more
sensitive than they have been in the past to their responsibilities to
provide for local community needs. Obviously, as was indicated by
some of the witnesses, the sanction is a relatively weak sanction.
You’re not going to put a bank out of business if they don’ loan
locally. You’re not going to say you have to make certain loans at all.
What you’re saying is when a bank—in fact, the effective way this
would work—when a bank wants to branch, one of the considerations
—one of the considerations in whether or not approval be given to
that is how well they have served their local community in the past,
what their track record is in this particular respect; and, of course,
if they can show that the community where they haven’t made the
loans is not a community in which they could make sound loans I
think that would be a complete and adequate answer. But if you
have competing banks, one bank has a good record of making loans;
the other has not; in the local community, then preference would be
given under this legislation to the bank that has the better record
or the one that doesn’t have such a good record if he has to come
forward with some kind of affirmative plan which they could show
in the future that they intended to make community loans.

Senator Towrr. Mr. Chairman, let me say again that I certainly
don’t disagree with the objectives. My concern is the approach and
I think that in that connection we should consider various approaches
to the problem and I think the shared risk approach is one that
merits some consideration. I think we all have the same objective and
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I think that my record shows in my 16 years of membership on this
committee that although I’'m generally perceived as a redneck reaction-
arf, that I have a fairly liberal record on housing and urban de-
velopment.

The Cuammman. Well, the Senator has a fine record in very many
respects.

nator Tower. Would you put that in writing, Mr. Chairman?

The CrarMAN. I’'m just hoping that the Senator will read the in-
teresting article in the Wall Street Journal this morning which
pointed out that the Republican Party is going to do their best to show
that they are not simply interested in the Fortune Five Hundred and
that they are looking—as a matter of fact, they are dying for an op-
portunity to show it. I think this bill is a perfect opportunity. I'd
like to hear ringing support from the minority side for the bill and
I think that would be an excellent step in the direction of showing
that——

Senator Tower. I think we should seek a better way.

The Cramrman, Very well. Mr. Nader, fvou put quite a bit of em-

phasis on revising section 4(C) of the bill. I think it’s on page 5 of
the bill, the section that said, on line 14:
In connection with an application for a deposit facility, the applicant shall,
among other things, indicate the proportion of consumer deposits obtained from
individuals residing in the primary saving service area by the deposit facility
that would be reinvested in that area.

Mr. Naper. I believe it was section 4(C).

The CrHarMAN. I meant to say 4(1) (C). Is that the area you’re
referring to?

. M’}' Naper, Section 4(C) begins with “Permitting and encourag-

The CHAIRMAN. Well, this is on page 6, line 5, then:

Permitting and encouraging community consumer or consumer organizations to
present testimony at hearings on application for deposit facilities.

Mr. Naber. Yes, sir.

The Crairman. Would you give us a little more detail on that?
I wasn’t able to follow your suggestions and it seemed
Mr. Naper. The premise of this section is that excessive degree of
discretion is accorded to the banking agencies and, as you know, there
are two recommendations. One, more specific standards controlling
that discretion which may be described as lassitude or total inaction
by the banking agencies; and two, that there isn’t standing on the part
of community groups or interested individuals in the cachement area.
Without these provisions, the bill may in effect be administered into
nothingness by the banking agencies. You need the ability of com-
munity organizations to say to a banking agency, under this legis-
lation, you permitted the particular financial institution unbridled
discretion which resulted in the violation of the purpose of this
legislation and the standards which are in the statute or in the regu-
lation and we’re going to take the agency or the bank to court to
require adherence to the standards so the purpose of the legislation
can be met.

The Cuamrman. What standing do consumer organizations have
now under existing law?
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Mr. Naper. It’s unclear. I mean, they can appear at various hear.
ings, as they have, regulatory hearings, but I don’t think it can be
said that they have standing to go to court at all, and their standing
administratively is fuzzy before the agencies. )

Now you can imagine what would have happened if the public
didn’t have standing to challenge inadequate environmental impact
statements in the envoronment area, and again citizens and en-
vironmental groups have challenged the environmental impact state-
ments and won in court where the court has ordered a particular
public or corporate facility to really perform in accordance with the
purpose of the EIA law and not just put together a lot of nonsense
m 400 pages with large margins and entitle it “Environmental Im-
pact Statement.”

The Cuamman. All right. Mr. Schechter, would you like to com-
ment on that, on providing a clear-cut, specific standing for consumer
organizations to, if necessary, go to court in order to participate?

Mr. ScHECHTER. As a nonlawyer, I agree they should have stand-
ing. I know there have been cases where such third party intervention
has been ruled out because consumer organizations don’t have stand-
ing, and I think it would be desirable.

r. Naper. There has to be a difference between a resolution
of Congress and a legislative enactment, and if you don’t have stand-
ards and you don’t have standing, a law can be turned into a Con-
gressional resolution as far as Federal banking agencies are con-
cerned. They know how to do it. You give them an opening and they
will take it.

I think the analogy with the environmental impact statement cases
in the court is very apt. Where a pipeline company or refinery or
the Army Corps of Engineers did not do a specific and adequate
environmental impact statement, these institutions have been taken
into court and they have had to revise their performance.

I'm concerned that the very good purposes of this legislation can
be nullified because of the unbridled discretion which this legislation
gives to the Federal banking agencies,

The Crarman. Well, that’s a very interesting recommendation. I
want to think about it. The analogy with the environmental impact
statement, of course, is not clean and clear. It’s not precisely the same,
is it? The environmental impact statement you can simply stop a
project that otherwise might proceed, whether it’s a commercial proj-
ect or a governmental project. In this particular case, your notion is
that it might stop an agency from, for instance, permitting a bank to
branch because they have not complied with this particular section.

Mr. Napbrr. Yes. I think you have to take it to that conclusion.
Otherwise, there’s no teeth whatsoever in the bill.

Suppose a financial institution puts forth a statement or a report
that fulfills the three or four criteria in this bill and it’s ridiculous.
There’s nothing there. It’s just a lot of words. You have to have some
sort of standard which neighborhood people who are affected by that
financial institution can invoke before an administrative hearing and
in court, The last thing we want is a charade,

The Cuamyan. Mr. Holman, vou expressed concern that this
bill might somehow encourage banks to put an even larger share of
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their money into the suburbs. How would you suggest we modify the
bill to prevent that?

Mr. Horman. I think I was saying two things. One, that this
section in which they’re supposed to do this thorough analysis might
wind up with their making the kind of analysis which says, well, the
deposit base in certain areas is relatively weak and for that reason
we’re going to put less of our money and we have justification for
putting less of our loans into this area just on the basis of the fact
that we’re making it perhaps as clear or stringent as we might make
it; that when such an analysis has been made, even if the deposit
base generally for those areas is pretty weak, it is still contingent
upon them to make loans to the people who are already residents of
that particular area.

The Cuamman. You see, the reason I raise that question is because
the facts of life here are so stark and clear. You have a situation here
in the District of Columbia, for instance, where the loans by banks
and savings and loan instiutions in the District are very light and
they make big investments outside the District in the suburbs in
mortgages, ang where they do invest in the District it’s by and large
in the northwest section and the white section and they don’t invest
in the inner-city. They don’t invest in the black neighborhoods, with
some exceptions where one or two banks have done it and done ex-
tremely well.

Hr. Houman. Yes. I have seen that.

The CHarMAN. So I don't see how this could worsen the situation.
It’s so bad now, I don’t see how this could do anything but shift at-
tention to the neglect of the inner-city neighborhoods and the older
neighborhoods.

Mr. Houman. I think that the concern that we have and some of
the bankers expressed the feeling as they looked at the law—now, it
might be true that you take some of the areas which have shifted,
like Capitol Hill—it may very well be that because a number of the
people already residents in there are low income people that the
amount of their deposits as against the amount of deposits of people
in neighborhoods which are more affluent would be such that the
bankers would feel, even under this law, that they are justified in
either putting less money into this area or making their loans to the
people who are now trying to come in.

The Cuamrman. What we found was that in case after case after
case, an S. & L. or a bank would be located in a downtown area and
the deposits coming from the local neighborhood, even though people

modest incomes, were reasonably substantial. They loaned that
money outside in the suburbs overwhelmingly.

Mr. Houman. Yes. I agree, but I don’t know if you recall that some
months ago there was an application for a branch to go into I think
1t was the Adams-Morgan area and this was fought by the people in
the area. People said, well, I wonder why. They were fighting it
because they were pretty sure that the reason for this branch coming
In now as that it was trying to attract the new people who would be
more substantial income who would buy out the folks who are already

there and those folks would then be unable to find adequate or suit-
able housing elsewhere.

88-033 O = 77 = 11
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In other words, I think the act very well takes care of one kind of
problem, but we are also concerned about this.

The CramrmaN. You're right to be concerned. It seems to me what
you're concerned with, however, we can’t really handle very well
under this bill or this kind of bill. You’re concerned that neighbor-
hoods that are being revitalized, the poor people, the minorities and
elderly are often pushed out.

Mr. HoLmanw, Yes.

The Cramman. And I, of course, share that concern and share that
concern very deeply. But isn'’t that a 1probloam for housing policgom
set aside some restored units and build new units in the neighbor-
hood for the poor and for the elderly? My feeling is that we can’t
reach that problem with this bill, but we have a lot of other ways

Mr. Houman. Gale has shown an interesting article from the Chi-
cago paper in which it’s hard to tell whether what we’re dealing with
is housing policy or a kind of conscious or unconscious collusion be-
tween HUD and the financing agencies. I don’t know whether she'd
like to comment on that.

Ms. Cincorra. That’s the article that I'm going to supply to you,
also, The way we put it in the amendments, we were trying to address
the kinds of problems that Carl was talking about, that the definition
of primary service area, if you could service—taking a pie, way out
areas, you can make judgments on putting loans in as far out in
suburban areas or wherever. That’s where we came in with our defini-
tion of primary service area. You should be able then to draw a full
circle of where 80 percent of your loans are and service that entire
area, and the way we saw the amendment on this bill that would
address the problems of underserved areas so that there would have to
be an affirmative program.

I talked to the vice president of First National Bank and I said,
“How do you get so many loans outside the city ?”” And he said, “We
have six full-time men that meet with village managers, city officials
and builders and developers, and try to tell them we have mone{
available and we’ll put loans out there and give credit to them.”
said, “How many do you have in the city of Chicago?” They had
none.

So we're trying to say if they can find a way to service the outlying
areas through our amendments, they should be able to come up with
an affirmative program that addresses itself to the inner-city also,
that that was aggressively going out there and finding loans and
that’s with no branches, and yet they don’t service the whole ares.
They don’t have anybodly in the city of Chicago trying to put loans
in and say they are available. We tried to address that problem with
those amendments saying this is your entire primary service area and
you have to put an affirmative program in and if it’s 6 men outside
the city, then you should have at least 12 people inside the city ag-
gressively packaging loans and making them available to all neigh-
borhoods.

The Cramrman. I see. I think that is an interesting recommendation
that you have made.

My time is up. I will yield to Senator Heinz in a minute.

As I understand it, vou suggest we go beyond merely requiring that
the banks serve the credit needs of their charter areas, that they have
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a special obligation to affirmatively serve the credit needs of what
you called historically neglected communities within its service area?
Ms. Cincorra. Within their service area, right.
The Cramrman. Like the affirmative action we have in the civil

ﬂ%ﬁt&s rogram.

&NCO’I‘TA. Right, and in labor relations. It wasn’t good enough
to say we will hire minorities, you had to put a program together and
have disclosure to see how your program was working.

We see the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act as a monitoring tool.

The Cramman. Senator Heinz.

Senator Heinz. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to compli-
ment the distinguished panel on their very helpful testimony.

Before I proceed with a few questions, I do want to make a couple
of brief comments about the legislation, which, it seems to me, aims in
a far too much neglected area, which is that of revitalizing, pre-
serving, and rehabilitating our existing neighborhoods. I know many
of the people at the witness table have been very active in that. I come
from the State of Pennsylvania, which has two very large cities,
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, but many other medium-sized and
smaller towns, and I would like to emphasize that the problem of
neighborhoods is not uniquely a big city problem. It can strike just
as hard in rural areas, or in small- or medium-sized cities.

And T think the chairman’s objective with this legislation is quite
consistent with recognizing that need. I think S. 406 provides us
with an excellent opportunity in fact to address, much more com-
prehensively than we have done in either the House or the Senate in
the years I have been in the Congress, the question of neighborhood
revitalization.

Therefore, I think the purpose of the legislation is indeed excel-
lent, although I am sure we will have some wrangles over some spe-
cifics in the legislation.

Two questions would appear to me to be quite important, though,
as we address ourselves to this question. The legislation really only
addresses the question of the role of financial institutions in how
they can be made more sensitive to the requirements of lending, both
to residential and small business entities in general in areas which
are thought to be neglected at the present time.

Now tiat. is well and good. But I am concerned that there is no
linking mechanism here to try and sensitize or attract the interests of
local government officials. The adequacy of police and fire pro-
tection is important to a neighborhood. The sensitivity with which the
other needs of the neighborhood are serviced, garbage collections, for
example is important.

I am wondering if you would care to make any comments, per-
haps Ms. Cincotta would care to address this question of how, if at
all, we should attempt to link this legislation with getting local
officials more interested in paying attention to some of our neighbor-
hoods that are either deteriorating or could do so.

Ms. Cincorra. You also are going to be dealing with a bill called
the Neighborhood Preservation Act, that deals with Community De-

velopment Act money. We intend to testify on that.

We see that under that legislation cities through that act should
be servicing existing older neighborhoods, in capital improvements,
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rehabilitation loans and services. Today we are only dealing with
this one bill. But we see that need to earmark a portion of the CD
funds, under something we call double dollars, that the city would
put a portion of their funds for existing older neighborhoods and
the Federal Government would match that dollar for dollar.

The financial institutions would return investments, conventional
loans, through say this bill or other legislation, and it would start
to have the kind of impact that you are talking about.

What we have found, like in Chicago there is a project called Dear-
born Park. There was a conscious decision to revitalize the area, in
fact, build an area on the south side of the city.

‘When the lenders and developers started to put the package to-
gether, and as soon as the money was in place and the developing
pieced together, then the city, because the lenders had already made
the commitment, the city’s I¥oard of Education, who says they don’t
have enough money for our neighborhood, said yes, we will build
new schools for that area, they will be in place, yes, the Park District
said yes, there will be a park within that area.

And probably nobody is ever going to know that that is a city
park, and should be used by everybody the way the plans are drawn.

But as soon as the lenders came in and were going to develop that
area, all of a sudden the city services are coming in.

And what is happening in our neighborhoods is that the lenders
have evacuated them in the form of loans, then we find the city serv-
ices, the Board of Education and the garbage and all of that have
an aftereffect. So if you could tie this bill with the community de-
velopment bill then you would find the return to the city, because the
lenders would be with the people saying we have made an investment
here, back it up with city services.

Senator Hernz. I think you are addressing the point exactly that
I am trying to get at here.

I am reminded that in one of our cities, the city of Pittsburghh,
some of the community development money was set aside by the
mayor of the city for a low interest home improvement program,
which was made available consistent with some of the constraints,
some which we probably ought to change in the Community De-
velopment Act, for low and moderate income home improvement.

And the program utilizes existing financial institutions. By all
accounts, it has worked quite well.

I am not trying to sell you that particular program. But the point
is that the city chose to involve the same people this legislation aims
at, the financial institutions, in their policy for neighborhoods, and
there was a necessary close relationship between what the city ap-
proved in the way of subsidy payments for low interest loans, which
were obviously very helpful to some of the people in the neighbor-
hoods involved, and certainly got the attention of the banking com-
munity. .

Ms, Cincorra. You have the neighborhood housing service program
also. We have four of them in the Chicago area. And our experience
has been that when the financial institutions make a commitment to
these neighborhoods, city services follow, the city puts in Community
Development Act money, they put the loan grants program in these
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areas, they put the homesteading program in these areas, and it is
started.

But the catalyst is the financial institutions.

Senator Heinz. The reason I press the point is there is a chicken
and egg question. While it may be true in Chicago that once the
financial institutions have made the investment the city services fol-
low, I wouldn’t want to rely on it in every instance.

Ms. Cincorra. Tie the CD double dollars with it.

Senator Heinz. Mr. Schecter.

Mr. ScHeCTER. Senator, I believe in many areas the beginning of
an erosion of a neighborhood is a judgment by lenders that it is a
high risk, and it is easy for them to make that judgment, because
there is usually sssuburban community development which obviously
is & much sounder judgmental risk.

But in many cases the judgment on the neighborhood is premature.

The chairman mentioned in his opening statement the Philadelphia
banks that got together and started making loans in certain neighbor-
hoods. They changed their policy. Those banks started looking at
the individual sguare block, instead of the entire neighborhood}'aghey
were able to find some blocks that were good. And they started look-
ing at the total income of the family, instead of discounting the
sacondarﬁ workers.

Now they did that, and as a result I believe a large part of that
neighborhood is conserved, and they don’t get into the self-fulfilling
prophesy business of having the neighborhood go down.

So I think that is what we have to sensitize the lenders to, and
perhaps educate them, in whatever way we can, so that before there is
a pullback on city services, and the cumulative effect comes into play,
that we can save neighborhoods.

Senator Hernz. I don’t think there is much disagreement on that.
point.

I would like to ask a further question. Now, Mr. Holman, on behalf
of Mr. Kelly, made some suggestion that there be some incentives for
the banks. I think Mr. Nader, perhaps Ms. Cincotta, said that they
didn’t favor incentives. But you, Mr. Schecter, indicated in your
statement towards the end that perhaps there should be some form of
risk-sharing, which implies to me incentives.

You likened the situation to he international monetary situation,
that private investment and public co-insurance. '

I was wondering if you would care to comment on the three sug-

tions of Mr. Kelly put forward by Mr. Holman, namely, regu-
atory agencies should be permitted to maintain a reduced level of
funds on reserve, a new classification should be established for Treas-
ury tax and loan payments, and, finally, a more favorable borrowing
rate at the Fed.

Mr. ScuEecter. All of these would, of course, result in marginal ad-
ditional financial benefits to the institutions which would get these
privileges. Lower reserves means more money can be loaned out, or
more tax and loan accounts means more money can be loaned out,
also at no extra cost.

I don’t think we should be, in effect, bribing institutions to do what
they should be doing under their present charters, and the way they
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are given charters under Federal law, which says that they are sup-
pose%llto serve the credit needs of their communities. .
So I don’t think we should be giving them additional privileges
also.
1. Mr. HoLyman. I can’t speak for Mr. Kelly, and as I said, I would
like him to have the benefit of the questions which have been raised.

Mr. Kelly is one of a very small number of minority bankers who
have attempted to establish banks in neighborhoods which simply—
it is all very well to talk about what the other banks should be doing.
But they simply are not doin% it. '

In many cases we are dealing with areas in which branch banks
have left the community. And many of these banks will keep a branch,
they cover the keeping of the branch in what they consider “bad
neighborhoods” by a kind of pooling, in which they are able to say
the total, basically all of the banks are doing well by sharing what
might look like the sort of bad picture from a banker’s point of view,
bad picture of this bank located in the poor neighborhood by their
other branches which are in neighborhoods which are more affluent.

It may be indeed true that it will be possible to get banks to do
what this bill wants them to do without any incentives at all if
the law is made strong enough. But we spent, with three of our
affiliates, three days in Pittsburgh looking at the Pittsburgh housing
services program many years ago, and I would suggest it would be
useful for you to look at that and see how different that is from the
program which the Federal Government is now supposedly copying
in other areas.

It is very true that the county cooperated in terms of code en-
forcement. It is very true that the city government provided services
in what had been an area which was going to otherwise be a decaying
area.

It is also very true that the community planners, the city planning
services, had never paid any attention to this neighborhood. They
asked for community planners, and those community planners went
out into the community to see what was happening.

Now we have got the community block grant program, and in city
after city we are seeing that those community block grant funds are
not going into these neighborhoods, but are going into the neighbor-
hoods which have the greater political clout. And it is interwoven,
because on the very day we went up to visit one of the bankers in the
program, and he pointed out that they had discovered people in those
neighborhoods who qualified for bank loans, just as anyone else did,
there were others who would have to get a certain amount of assist-
ance. And he complimented himself and the others on that.

As we walked out into the bank, as we were going out, this young
man from the Pittsburgh housing services was there with a couple, a
rather elderly couple, looking disconsolate. I said “What is wrong?”
and he said “We have just been turned down.”

As you know, they have the lowest default record I think of almost
any neighborhood there. What had happened?

There was a new bank loan official there, and he knew nothing
about the plan, and all he knew was that regionally, geographically,
here was the area these people were coming from, and he did what
was the automatic thing.
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I think that the housing policies and the requirements that we put
on how the community block grants, which are now wide open to
be used in any way anyone chooses, I think all of these things do
relate one to the other.

I am very disturbed when I see mayors and businessmen getting
together and saying we need to develop economic development
programs for the cities, and they take $100,000 or more of community
block grant funds and set up an organization, as they have done in
two cities already, and no people from the neighborhoods are in-
volved at all in this.

So the things do interrelate. We are just trying to deal with the
things which are basically in this bill now. _
Senator Heinz. Mr. Holman, I thank you. I got a note saying my

time has expired. I don’t wish to cut off debate——

The Cuamman. Go right ahead. I think this is very useful ques-
tioning. Mr. Nader and Ms. Cincotta would like to comment.

Mr. Naper. I would just like to comment on the irony of this dis-
cussion, because the original concept of the savings and loans and
the mutuals was that they were to be controlled by the depositers, in
fact, not just in law. And they were to be responsive to the local
community, because of that local control.

Due to a whole series of evasive and technical maneuvers by
S. & L.’s and mutuals, including the assignment of the proxy when
you fill out your deposit card, that essential cooperative structure,
which if it was operating would make this legislation unnecessary, has
been destroyed.

Perhaps the committee may wish to pay attention to the original
design of the S. & L.’s and the mutuals on some later date, to seo
whether the actual control of the depositors who put their money in
%h;dbsmk can be reasserted as the basis for reviving the neighbor-

I am brought to this observation at this point because I can see

how if we don’t pay attention to this basic problem, which was the
original design of the S. & L.’s and mutuals many years ago, we will
get into proliferation of programs that are supposed to somehow
intermesh and interlock, but which escape the basic principle of com-
munity or nei hborhood power. :
. That is really the basic issue. When you combine the fact that
it is the neighborhoods’ money that makes the existence of this de-
pository institution possible with the need to put real teeth into the
mutual and S. & L. concept, you might end up with a much much
better basic situation.

Ms. Cincorra. It really frightens me with these co-insurance bills
that are floating around the House, and I heard Senator Tower talk
about one in the Senate, the concept of that came out after the Home
Mortgage Disclosure Act was won and people had the right to look at
where loans were given.

What it basically says is that, without any proof of any risk, certain
areas should have lines drawn around them, they are special areas,
bad areas, that the people should pay higher interest, they should
Pay insurance premiums, at least a minimum of 15 percent down
Payment, with no perception of risk, rather than the institution just
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having to give loans in those areas like Mr. Nader said that they are
chartered to do.

When you talk to the trade associations for the S. & L.’s who are
promoting this, they say well, they are just not going to make loans
unless they are insured. I say all they will do is inflate the prices 20

reent and they will be 100 percent insured, instead of 80, and we
E:.ve another FHA program. If a person goes to a conventional
lender and they have a credit check and the home is checked out, and
the only difference, you know, the only reason they can’t get a con-
ventional loan is they have a lower down payment tl{an required, then
they should automatically be given an FHA loan. The program is
already there. The lenders are coming up with these incredible
schemes with no basis in fact. I don’t think in any one of our hearings
has any S. & L. or bank been shown to have gone under, been in
trouble by giving loans in those neighborhoods. Yet we read about
$15 billion, one-sixth of all the lending is going to Iron Curtain
countries. What collateral? Who inspected what? It is easier to get
a loan in Albania than on the West Side of Chicago. It is incredible
we get into these arguments. It is beyond me that the Congress doesn’t
say you are chartered to give loans, you have to give loans, or you
lose your charter.

That is what they are supposed to do with the peoples’ money. We
are going to probably have a debate on co-insurance, which doesn’t
make sense,

Mr. Naper. I might add that appropos that New York Times series
a few weeks ago on the New York City banks going through the
Bahamas to make their loans, so they can escape New York City and
State taxes, we are going to see an added dimension as to the flight of
these loan funds. They have been fleeing from the central city to the
suburbs, they have been fleeing from Buffalo central city to Beverly
Hills, via an acquisition by one of the Buffalo banks.

Now we are going to see an increasing sophistication of inter-
national flight. That is why the chartering mechanism has got to be
very very seriously considered in terms of what are the conditions for
granting charters. As you get more multinational banks, as you get
more links between multinational banks and domestically based finan-
cial institutions, facilitated by the whole computer revolution, you
are going to see an excessive facility flight, which is going to chal-
lenge to the core the subject jurisdiction that this committee has.

Senator Heinz. Thank you all very much. I know my 10 minutes
have doubly expired.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your indulgence.

The CuamrMaN. I want to thank you very much, Senator Heinz,
I think your questioning has suggested some lines along which we
can improve this bill.

I am told that the cities that have most effectively used CD Bloc
grants have leveraged their private loans with their CD funds.

And this bill, of course, would encourage that. In fact, we might
specifically provide language that would indicate that as one of the
elements to look for.

I also think we might add a section possibly recognizing elected
offiicials, as you say, along with community groups.
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I don’t want to lessen in any way, however, the standing and en-
couragement that we should give for consumer groups and com-
munity groups in this legislation.

I want to thank all of you. I thank Mr. Nader for emphasizing the
importance of putting some teeth in this bill by providing for
standing, so that suit can be brought.

That is a very interesting suggestion, We certainly want to at the
very minimum provide more standing for community groups in ad-
ministrative proceedings.

Thank you very much.

Our next four witnesses are the Honorable Carol Greenwald,
Commissioner of the Massachusetts State Banking Department; the
Honorable Lawrence Connell, Commissioner of the Connecticut
State Banking Department; Dr. John Marlin, Council on Municipal
Performance; and Mr. Conrad Weiller, Queens Village, Philadelphia,
Alliance for Neighborhood Government.

‘We are anxious to hear your testimony. We are delighted to have
you before us.

Please proceed.

STATEMENT OF CAROL GREENWALD, COMMISSIONER, MASSACHU-
SETTS STATE BANKING DEPARTMENT

Ms. Greexwawp. We strongly support the legislation before the
committee, the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977. The criteria to
be used by bank regulatory agencies in granting bank charters and
branches should be clarified by legislation so that the public’s per-
ception of convenience and needs, and not the banking industry’s
becomes the basis of decisionmaking.

There is no substitute for this type of positive action. Loan dis-
closure and analysis will inform citizens, legislators and other public
officials as to where banks have not been making loans, where bank
disinvestment has already occurred. While disclosure will indicate
after the fact where reinvestment remedies may be necessary, it
1s not preventive action.

There are at least two ways in which redlining practices can
be addressed without having specific congressional action to redress
the grievances of depositors in urban communities nationwide. One
18 to make bank management more responsive to the communities
which they are chartered to serve. Among the large Boston savings
banks, for example, there are remarkably few trustees who are Boston
residents. If even a few of the trustees of each bank lived in these city
neighborhoods, it is doubtful that these institutions would continue
to reinvest only pennies for every savings dollar deposited.

. A second extremely effective means of insuring that a financial

nstitution has and will continue to meet the credit needs of the

community which it has been chartered to serve is through periodic

rl:;(mw on the part of Federal regulators, as proposed in this legis-
ion,

In Massachusetts, we have administratively instituted many of

8 i)rqvismns of this bill; we have done so in keeping with our
legislative mandate to regulate in the public interest.
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The department has held public hearings on every branch office

tition. Traditionally, regulators have notified only other financial
institutions in this manner, so that the infrequent hearings which
have been held have focused on the concerns of banks fearing new
competition, rather than on the needs of the public. .

Community grouns that express an interest in bank branchings may
get on our mailing list to receive notices of hearings free of charge;
their testimony is welcomed and often helpful. We have been con-
cerned that even our present notification procedures are inadequate
for eliciting relevant public comment.

That is partly because we don’t believe that individuals actually
read the legal notices when the bank advertises there is going to be a
hearing on its branch petition.

We are therefore now in the process of drafting a new directive
on advertising notices to be given to the public. Rather than putting
the ad in the legal notices, we will be requiring banks to put an ad
where the bank normally places an ad in the newspaper for its
normal advertising. The bank must give the same information it
puts in the legal notice, namely, where the hearing is going to be,
where they want to branch to, and what time the hearing will be.
The ad should also have the bank’s logo on it and be in large print.
And in addition, the bank must place in its lobby a large poster giving
this same kind of information. The poster will be similar to the kind
banks put in the window explaining the different interest rates the
bank pays on deposits.

Second: The Department has required letters reaffirming banks
commitment to serving the credit needs of the areas in which they
were chartered, before approving suburban branch petitions.

Massachusetts changed its branching law about a year ago. Be-
fore that, Boston banks coud not branch outside of their home office
county, which is basically the city of Boston. In the last year they
can branch within 15 miles of the city, which takes them to the
suburbs.

The first time that the department required such a letter of a
Boston bank, the Charlestown Savings Bank, the president’s re-
sponse was that even though his bank was committed to the city of
Boston, in principle he objected to this kind of requirement, that he
should have to put in writing that he had a commitment to the city
in which he was chartered.

However, since we stuck to our guns, we have received that letter
and we have received similar letters from all of the banks that have
applied for a branch application, which I think is now seven banks
in the last year.

In addition to the general commitment that the banks will continue
to serve the credit needs of the city in which they were chartered,
we have asked for certain positive actions to be taken, depending on
what we were familiar with in that bank.

In one case we got a commitment that the bank would now make
mortgage loan applications available at all its branch locations. An-
other was asked to make a commitment to work with community rep-
resentatives in the older neighborhoods that it traditionally served,
and to seek local area members for its Board of Trustees.
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Most interestingly, another bank was granted permission to estab-
lish a suburban Eranch only after it renewed its commitment to a
branch in an underbanked neighborhood by relocating it to better
quarters, extending banking hours there, and offering the bank’s full
range of services at the branch. This branch the bank had earlier
sought to close; a request which had been denied.

These are {:)he kimlixs of a.c{)icmi1 that tian be taken at the review
process, at a branch hearin the r atory agency.

Third : The De artmentghays remii%lid igtitg‘taio:{s chartered in
urban areas that, if they are interested in petitioning the Department
for suburban branches, they must be prepared to document their
record of serving credit needs in the communities where they are
presently located.

Notwithstanding this statement, recently half of the cooperative
banks in the city of Boston—the cooperative banks are our state-
chartered savings and loan associations—declined an offer to join the
Boston Banks Mortgage Review Board.

This was a board created a little more than a year ago, made up
of three savings bankers, representing the savings banks in the city,
and 3 community leaders. The board meets every other week and they
review denied mortgage applications that have been forwarded to the
board. The department publicly responded by stating that we would
have to scrutinize very carefully any future applications for a
branch by banks which refused to allow the review board to review
their mortgage applications for possible redlining.

The 12 savings banks currently participating in the board protested
this statement and asked the department to retract it on the grounds

—I am going to quote extensively from the press release they issued
that—

this type of administrative action, even 1f within the legal powers of the Com-
missioner, is a poor way to go about securing cooperation. Such activities appear
to represent the Commissioner’'s price for an action she favors. This approach is
all too similar to those which characterized some of the behavior of the Nixon
administration as disclosed in the post-Watergate period. As Government func-
tionaries, they too used quasi-legal powers to pressure people into cooperating.
They too kept lists of “enemies”, of those who disagreed with them. Such uni-
lateral actions, if continued, can only result in the withdrawal of many, if not
all, of the voluntary participants in this worthwhile effort to encourage greater

investment in housing in the City of Boston.

_ This statement meant to me that even those banks voluntarily par-
ticipating in the mortgage review board saw their commitments as
voluntary and did not see that serving the credit needs of their com-
munity was a legal obligation entailed in their charter, and therefore
lnmstinE on such responsiveness to their community was a legitimate
action ?’ the chartering authority.

I would hope that the proposed legislation would make this much
clearer, both to the banks and to regulatory agencies.

Finally: We are concerned that our interest in meeting the credit
needs of communities be institutionalized, and we are beginning to
require additional information from urban banks in their branch
applications as a regular matter. '

uch information will cover such matters as, One: The bank’s
description of socio-economic trends in the urban neighborhood it
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serves, the credit needs irrr(:iplied by such trends, and actions taken or
planned by the bank in order to respond to those needs.

Two: The deseription of the policies and practices that may affect
credit granting processes, such as the method of dealing with verbal
inquiries about mortgages, flexibility in handling home improvement
loan needs, and the choice between conventional or government in-
sured mortgages. )

Finally: Any present variation in services available at different
branches.

The department has found the mortgage and deposit information
that we have compiled under the disclosure directives issued by our
office in 1975 and again in 1976 have been extremely useful. Unlike
the Federal Home Loan Bank Board’s objections to a request by this
committee to compile similar information, we have found this infor-
mation to have high benefits, and to be capable of being put together
with very minimal costs.

I assure you, Senator, we have very minimal resources for research.

The only manner in which a regulator can ascertain how the
credit needs of a community are being served is to know how well
depository institutions are collectively serving that area. Mortgage
disclosure can provide a Federal regulatory agency with essential
information that could never be obtained from an individual bank
submitting a branch application.

For example, in a preliminary analysis of the mortgage information
disclosed by the Boston area banks under the State directive last year,
the department began investigating the reasons for the relatively
low number of residential loans granted by some banks in urban
neighborhoods over the one-year period.

At first we took the banks’ argument that there was low demand,
that these were neighborhoods where there was low volume home
sales, either because they are stable older neighborhoods, or there
wasn’t a demand for mortgages in the area.

But we found there were a substantial number of home sales; there
jﬁst wasn’t a substantial number of bank mortgages being made in
the area.

Table 1 shows that in a substantial number of Boston neighbor-
hoods, bank mortgages are less than 50 percent of the home sales that
take place in that neighborhood. That is very interesting, because
bank financing is clearly the easiest and least expensive way of
purchasing a %mme. Using a private mortgage company with its
shorter maturity loans, and usually higher interest rates is much
more expensive.

The question then comes why are individuals choosing to go to
private mortgage companies rather than going to banks?

From our data on mortgage disclosure, we have received infor-
mation about applications received at banks. In table 2, you see that
in many Boston neighborhoods mortgage applications are less than
half of the home sales taking place in those neighborhoods.

So the neighborhood people have come to the realization that there
is no point in going to the bank, you are not going to get a mortgage
there, so they don’t apply.
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Or—and this is what we are not sure of—they are not given an
application when they do walk in. That is a question we will have on
the branch applications, about how do you handle verbal inquiries
on _home mortgage applications or loans.

Our department’s director of research, who is with me today in
case you have questions about our specific study, was contacted earlier
this year by Mr. Gillespie, the Deputy Director of the Federal Home
Loan BanK Board, who in uireg about our analysis of mortgage
Joan disclosure information. In a letter dated February 1, 1977, she
explained to Mr. Gillespie what measures we found to be most useful
and how easily an analysis could be performed, even with limited
resources.

Considering the importance of analyzing this data to the vitality of
our nation’s cities and the ease with which the pertinent information
can be obtained and analyzed, the lack of initiative on the part of the
Federal Home Loan Bank Board and other Federal agencies is
appalling. Some of the conclusions of our department’s analysis
were summarized in testimony presented in support of an anti-
redlining bill now before the Massachusetts legislature. And I would
be happy to provide the committee with a copy of that testimony.

If you have any questions about that analysis, I have the director
of research here with me. :

In conclusion, I believe that depository institutions do have an
obligation to serve their communities in an affirmative and responsive
way. This applies most emphatically to mutual thrift institutions b
the very nature of their charters and to commercial banks as well,
even though they have obligations to stockholders, because of the
fact that their charters are valuable public franchises. If depository
institutions are not fully responsive to their communities’ needs,
application review process is an appropriate way for regulators to
find that out and to seek a quid pro quo for the public. We have
tried to represent the public interest in this way in Massachusetts
and other State bank reguators have taken similar actions, most
notably, Connecticut. The Community Reinvestment Act would
demonstrate to Federal agencies that Congress expects them to do
likewise.

[The complete statement of Ms. Greenwald follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF CAROL 8. GREENWALD, MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSIONER
OF BANKS

We strongly support the concepts embodied in the proposed Community Rein-
vestment Act of 1977, an act to encourage financial institutions to help meet the
credit needs of the communities in which they are chartered. The criteria to be
used by bank regulatory agencies in granting bank charters and branches should
be clarified by legislators so that the public’s perception of “convenience ard
needs” and not the banking industry’s, becomes the basis of decision-making.

There is no substitute for this type of positive action. Loan disclosure and
analysis will inform citizens, legislators and other public officials as to where
banks have not been making loans, where banks disinvestment has already oc-
curred. While disclosure will indicate after the fact where reinvestment remedies
may be necessary, it s not preventive action.

There are at least two ways in which redlining practices can be addressed
without having specific Congressional action to redress the grievances of de-
positors in urban comunities nationwide. One is to make bank management more
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responsive to the communities which they are chartered to serve. Among the
large Boston savings banks, for example, there are remarkably few trustees who
are Boston residents. If even a few of the trustees of each bank lived in these
city neighborhoods, it is doubtful that these institutions would continue to re
invest only pennies for every savings dollar deposited.

A second extremely effective means of insuring that a financial institution
has and will continue to meet the credit needs of the community which it has
been chartered to serve is through periodic review on the part of federal regu
lators, as proposed in this legislation. In Massachusetts, we have administra-
tively instituted many of the provisions of this bill; we have done so in keeping
with our legislative mandate to regulate in the public interest.

(1) The Department has held public hearings on every branch office petition.
Traditionally, regulators have notified only other financial institutions in this
manner 8o that the infreqeunt hearings which have been held have focused on the
concerns of banks fearing new competition rather than on the needs of the
public. Community groups that express an interest in bank branching may get
on the mailing list to receive notices of hearings free of charge; their testimony
is welcomed and often helpful. We have been concerned that even our present
notification procedures are inadequate for eliciting relevant public comment. In-
trested persons can easily miss the required legal advertisements and may not
know about our malling list. Therefore, we are now changing our notification
procedures. We will require that notices of branch proposals be carried in local
newspapers in a manner similar to regular bank advertising, with larger print,
the bank’s logo and all the pertinent information about the hearing, rather than
being lost in the small print of the classified ads page. Also, we will require ap-
plicant banks to post a similar notice in a prominent position in all of their offices.

(2) The Department has required letters reaffirming their commitment (from
urban banks) to serving the credit needs of the areas in which they were char-
tered, before approving suburban branch petitions. The first time that the De-
partment required such a letter of a Boston bank, the Charlestown Savings
Bank, the President replied that, while his bank was committed to serving
Boston, he thought that the Department’'s request in principle, was entirely
inappropriate. Eventually, this bank and four other Boston institutions for
which we have approved suburban branches have submitted such letters. In
addition to general commitments to maintaining services in inner city neighbor-
hoods, the banks' letters have in some cases contained an additional positive
ingredient. For example, one bank assured us that it would make it possible for
mortgage loan applications to be filed at all its branch locations and another
made a commitment to promoting mortgage loans and working with community
representatives In the older neighborhoods it has traditionally served and to
seek more local area members for its Board of Trustees. Another bank was
granted permission to establish a suburban branch only after it renewed its
commitment to a branch in an underbanked neighborhood by relocating it to
better guarters, extending hanking hours there and offering the bank’s full range
of services at the branch—a branch that the bank had earlier sought to close.
These are all examples of affirmative action to promote community reinvestment
as part of the process of reviewing applications.

(3) The Department has reminded institutions chartered in urban areas that,
if they are interested in petitioning the Department for suburban branches, they
must be prepared to document their record of serving credit needs in the com-
munities where they are presently located.

Notwithstanding often repeated statements ahout these requirements, a few
weeks ago, 9 out of 18 cooperative banks in Boston (our state-chartered savings
and loans) refused an invitation to join the Boston Banks Mortgage Review
Board. The Board., voluntarily formed under the auspices of the Department
with a voting membership of three savings bankers and three community repre-
sentatives, meets every other week to review appeals from Boston homebuyers
whose mortgage applications to participating banks have heen denied. The De-
partment publicely responded by stating that, without regular review by the
Board of the banks’ mortgage activities, the Department would have to “scru-
tinize very carefully any future applications for a branch hy banks which refuse
to allow the Review Board to review their mortgage applications for possible
redlining.” The 12 savings banks currently participating in the Review Board
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protested this statement and asked the Department to retract it on the grounds
that “this type of administrative action, even if within the legal powers of the
Commissioner, is a poor way to go about securing cooperation. Such activities
appear to represent the Commissioner's “price” for an action she favors. This
approach is all too similar to those which characterized some of the behavior of
the Nixon administration as disclosed in the post-Watergate period. As Govern-
ment functionaries, they, too used quasi-legal powers to pressure people into
cooperating. They, too, kept lists of “enemies”—of those who disagreed with
them. Such unilateral actions, if continued, can only result in the withdrawal
of many, if not all, of the voluntary participants in this worthwhile effort to
encourage greater investment in housing in the City of Boston.”

This statement clearly indicates that even those banks who were participating
in the Mortgage Review Board saw their commitments as a voluntary action;
they did not see that serving the credit needs of their communities was a legal
obligation entailed in their charters and that, therefore, insisting on such re-
sponsiveness was a legitimate action by the chartering authority. The proposed
legislation would make this much clearer both to the banks and to the regulatory
agencies.

Needless to say, the Department refused to retract the statement about branch
applications. We do not see issues of credit needs, like redlining in the commu-
nities these banks are chartered to serve, as concerns which management can
refuse to address, particularly if they are petitioning to serve the convenience
and needs of the public elsewhere.

‘We remalin concerned that attention to credit needs and banks’ past perform-
ance be further institutionalized. To that end, we are beginning to require addi-
tional information from urban banks in their branch applications as a regular
matter. Such information will cover such matters as: (a) the bank's description
of socio-economic trends in the urban neighborhoods it serves, the credit needs
implied by such trends and actions taken or planned by the bank in order to
respond to those needs; (b) description of policies and practices that may affect
the credit-granting process, e.g. method of dealing with verbal inquiries, flexi-
bility in handling home improvement loan needs, or the choice between conven-
tional or government-insured mortgages; (c) any present variation in services
available at different branches.

The Department has found the mortgage and deposit information compiled
under disclosure directives issued from our office in 1975 and, again, in 1976,
extremely useful. Unlike the Federal Home Loan Bank Board, which was asked
by this Committee to analyze the federal home mortgage disclosure data in
thirty metropolitan areas, the Massachusetts Banking Department has found
that such an analysis for the Boston SMSA can be made with minimal costs and
tremendous benefits, The only manner in which a regulator can ascertain how
the credit needs of a community are being served is to know how well depository
ingtitutions are collectively serving that area. Mortgage disclosure can provide
a federal regulatory agency with essential information that could never be ob-
tained from an individual bank submitting a branch application.

For example, in a preliminary analysis of the mortgage information disclosed
by Boston area banks under the State directive last year, the Department inves-
tigated the reasons for the relatively low number of residential loans granted
by banks in some urban neighborhoods over a one year period. Initially we
thought that this might be explained by the low volume of home sales, that either
these neighborhoods were very stable with little turnover or that there were no
homebuyers interested in purchasing homes in these neighborhoods. What we
found was that there was a substantial number of home sales in these areas but
that many buyers were purchasing their homes without bank financing. In some
Boston neighborhoods like Jamaica Plain, North and South Dorchester. Roxbury,
South Boston, and the South End, five or more out of every 10 homebuyers pur-
chased their property without a bank mortgage (See Table 1).
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TaBLE 1.—Bank financed home sales, percent of total residential sales
(July 1976 to June 1976) (table 6A4)

Bank W

Geographic area: el m

City of Boston: Aome sl

Roxbury . e = 20

North Dorchester. - oo e e 33

SBouth End . - e e 50

Jamaiea Plain . . o o o o e e 52

BOMER. PIORUOM . o i oo i i i 0 52

WL B . i o i s e o 52

South Dorchester . .. v iiasinasnvassvannsncsicittomssbonss 56

Charlestown . couaes s s o e e e s e s e e 61

East Boston: cooosssnensmsamueminpanessa e s o o on 63

Roshndale . . - 2 63

Back Bay - - . —————— oo e 64

Hyde Park . e —————— e m——— 66

North End . o oo e e e 72

West RoxbUry o oo oo e oo e ———— 79

Allston-Brighton . - coon o cmmmm s unmmm o mmommm s e 89

Older cities and urban towns outside Boston ' _ _ _ __ _ oo o_o.. 73

Inner subMrbE ¥, oo s s e e S e S T G 83

Middle saburba ¥ .o covunmme s s mamngpen s s oo 83

Outersubirbs 4. o oo no i s i e e e s e e 78

11st quartile-remaining areas.

24 quartile.
8 3d quartile.

4 4th quartile—Those suburbs are served somewhat less than other suburbs by Boston area banks, as they
are also served by banks outside the Boston area.

The Department then questioned why homebuyers in these neighborhoods con-
sistently obtained financing, at often greater expense, from other sources like
private mortgage companies. Did these homebuyers initially apply for a bank
mortgage and pursue these alternatives only after their bank mortgage applica-
tions had been denied? It appears that homebuyers in these areas are simply
not encouraged to apply .(See Table 2).

TABLE 2,—MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS COMPARED WITH RESIDENTIAL SALES (JULY 1975-JUNE 1976)

Number of mort-
gage applications

compared with Mortgage
residential sales applications Residential ssles
Geographic area (percent) Enumhet) (number)
City of Boston:
Roxbury. .... 2 86 266
North Dorchester. ... .o oooeeemcmcececmaee 39 57 663
Jamaica PIain. oo oo e e e e e e 41 106 258
East Boston...... o 121 205
South BOSION. - - eceeeme e mmammm e e 48 120 250
Roslindale. ... 60 175 o
South Dorches! 63 432 656
66 89 134
67 201 300
69 200 292
72 111 154
81 293 382
9
Gl 118 frE] 18
ty of Lynn:

LN CONEEL. . ccincsne shnuinavsssnnss smvs s sovwie 55 134 25
58 170 k]
75 0 267
92 70 76
94 2,391 2,53%
8 3 461 23

Middle suburbs_ - e s
Dutersuburbs. i i e — 68 6, 167 8, 069
Tl i s e R R e S s e s 80 27,599 WU, 9
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Our Department’s Director of Research was contacted earlier this year by
Joseph W. Gillespie, Deputy Director of the Federal Home Loan Bank Board,
who inquired about our experience with analysis of mortgage loan disclosure
information. By letter dated February 1, 1977, she explained to Mr. Gillespie
what measures we found to be most useful and how easily an analysis could
be performed, even with limited resources. Considering the importance of this
problem to the vitality of our nation's cities and the ease with which pertinent
information can be obtained and analyzed, the lack of initiative on the part of
the Federal Home Loan Bank Board and other federal agencies is appalling.
Some of the conclusions of our Department's analysis to date and lessons from
our related experience were summarized recently in testimony presented in sup-
port of an anti-redlining bill now before the Massachusetts legislature. I would
be happy to provide the Committee wtih a copy of that testimony for the record.

CONCLUSBION

I believe that depository institutions do have an obligation to serve their com-
munities in an afirmative and responsive way. This applies most emphatically
to mutual thrift institutions by the very nature of their charters and to com-
mercial banks as well, even though they have obligations to stockholders, becanse
of the fact that their charters are valuable public franchises. If depository in-
stitutions are not fully responsive to their communities' needs, application-review
process is an appropriate way for regulators to find that out and to seek a quid
pro quo for the public. We have tried to represent the public interest in this way
in Massachusetts and other state bank regulators have taken similar actions. The
Community Reinvestment Act would demonstrate to federal agencies that the
Congress expects them to do likewise.

The CaamrMAN. Thank you very much, Ms. Greenwald.

Mr. Connell, I see you have a concise statement. I call your
attention to the fact that it is after 12 o’clock but I presume you
can give us that in a little over 5 minutes. Go right ahead.

STATEMERT OF LAWRENCE CONNELL, COMMISSIONER, 60KNEOTI-
CUT STATE BANKING DEPARTMENT

Mr. ConneiLr. Yes, Senator. Thank you for inviting me to
testify before the committee on S. 406.

[The statement read by Mr. Connell, and the attachments for
the record follow:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF LAWRENCE CONNELL, JB.

My name is Lawrence Connell. I am Bank Commissioner in the State of Con-
necticut. Thank you for inviting me to testify before the Committee on 8. 406,
the Community Reinvestment Act. We endorse the Committee’s interest in ad-
dressing the urgent national problem of comunity reinvestment by financial
institutions.

Briefly stated, 8. 406 would require the federal banking agencies to specifically
consider both the deposit and credit needs of the particular community to be
served with respect to new charters, branches and other like applications. While
we believe that these criteria are usually considered in applications acted upon
by federal agencies, we must acknowledge that with the exception of the Bank
Merger Act, federal law * does not specify market criteria to be employed by the
federal agencies. Federal agencies have published procedural regulations that aE
least refer to the general convenience and needs of the community to be served.
The Comptroller of the Currency has published policy statements on bank char-
ters, branches, conversions and other corporate activities. That policy statement
includes banking factors and market factors among its other components. The
thrust of the policy statement is directed towards the potential of successful

112 1.8.C. 26, 27, 30, 35 and 36, 12 U.8.C. 1816, 12 U.S.C, 321 and 323
12 CFR 42, 208 and 303

88-032 O - 77 - 12
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operation of the particular banking facilitv from a profitability standpoint.
Section II of the policy statements states with respect to branch applications:

“. . . The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC) encourages a bank-
ing structure capable of fulfilling local, regional and national needs for banking
services. In the interests of increased competition, service to the public and ef-
ficiency, the OCC considers branching a desirable means of bank expansion . . .”

Nevertheless, there is a need for better understanding of the criteria employed
by both state and federal regulatory agencies when ruling on bank structure
applications. In this regard, Connecticut statutes are no better than federal
law. We have attempted to remedy this situation by issuing statements from time
to time on policy issues that we believe to be important.

In Connecticut, a principal concern has been services to city residents and,
in particular, convenient banking hours and food stamp sales. Some two years
ago, it had come to our attention that banking hours might have been more lim-
ited in the city than in the suburbs. Moreover, food stamps, which are only sold
through financial institutions in Connecticut, were not being made available on
a convenient basis. Exhibit I is a statement by the Banking Department that
expresses our concern about this matter. It announced a suspension of action on
branches while a study was made of these issues. Exhibit II revealed the results
of the study. It confirmed our concern that banking services were not as available
in the cities as the suburbs. The survey also noted an improvement in food stamp
services. Since then, Saturday and extended banking hours have also become
more available in the cities. This is an ongoing process in Connecticut. Exhibit
III is a release deseribing a recent follow up survey.

Additional services we feel are important include student loans and participa-
tion in state low and moderate income housing finance programs. Exhibits IV
and V describe our actions in this area, The latter exhibit specifically states:

“. . . Banks and savings and loan associations enjoy protection from competi-
tion found in few other areas of business. Establishment of branches and new
institutions is carefully controlled. . . . In return for this protection, it is ex-
pected that the financial institutions will serve the needs of the public. Along
with convenient banking hours, deposit and other traditional banking services,
participation in the newer government sponsored programs is included in deter-
mining an applicant’s potential for meeting the modern convenience and needs
test. . . .”

Therefore, with respect to 8. 406, we believe that convenience and needs cri-
teria should be specifically included in all statutory provisions relating to strue-
ture decisions by primary regulators, i.e. with respect to national banks, federal
savings and loan associations and federal credit unions. On the other hand it is
the obligation of the state agency as the primary regulator for state chartered
financial institutions to address these issues within its sphere of influence, It is
somewhat more difficult for secondary regulators to effect the policy objectives
of S, 406 because they only have a veto power after the state agency has made
its decision, If the state agency is doing its job, there should be no need for the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System to repeat the same procedure,

S. 406 is legislation that principally refines administrative procedures with
respect to structure decisions. It does address a need to more clearly inform the
public why and on what terms banking licenses will be granted. There is an
additional tool that has been provided in Maine to ensure that a financial insti-
tution serves its community. Section 255 of the Maine Code ® permits twenty-five
or more citizens to require the bank regulator to conduct a hearing on whether
a particular institution is serving its community. I believe a similar statute
should be considered in federal law with remedial provisions for institutions
that are found to be inadequately serving their community.

In summary, when we speak of restoring our great cities we are speaking of
the quality of life there. Quality of banking services includes not just gross loans
or deposits but particular types of loans, convenlent banking hours and needed
services. All these must be in the quotient that comprises convenience and needs.
In addition, the industry and public must be clearly informed of the criteria the
regulatory agency employs in arriving at its decision. Such is merely proper
government administration. Lastly, there must be a better remedial mechanism
when an institution is found to have not served its community. Because entry

39-B MRSA 255
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by new competitors by reason of law or capital requirements is not often suffi-
cient or timely to deal with service needs, we must be prepared to do more.

Exhibit I
AvcusT 22, 1975.
DECISION

On April 15, 1975, the Norwich Savings and Loan Association, Norwich, Con-
necticut made application to the Bank Commissioner to establish a branch of-
fice at the junction of State Routes 12 and 138, Jewett City.

Protests against said application were filed by the Jewett City Trust Company
and the Jewett City Savings Bank. At the request of the protestants a hearing
was held on the protests and application on June 27, 1975, at which time the
applicant and protestants were represented. Evidence was submitted and testi-
mony taken at said hearing. A field investigation was conducted by an examiner
on April 30, 1975, and the findings of the fleld examiner were made available
to all parties.

After due consideration of evidence and data submitted in the application,
gathered on the field investigation and submitted at the hearing, I find the
application to be in the public interest and hereby approve said application on
the following conditions:

(1) That the branch will be established by July 1, 1976.
s (2) That the overall expenditure to establish the office will not exceed
160,000.
(3) That Norwich Savings and Loan Association offer food stamp sales
at said office.
(4) That Norwich Savings and Loan Association maintain Saturday bank-
ing hours as proposed in its application.

BASIS FOR DECISION

Norwich Savings and Loan Association, Norwich, Connecticut, made appli-
cation to establish a branch office in Jewett City, Connecticut, a borough of
Griswold, Connecticut, the latter having a population of approximately 8,000
persons. Located at the junction of Routes 12 and 138 the proposed branch is
considered to also serve to a greater or lessor extent the towns of Lisbon,
Sprague, Canterbury, Plainfield and Preston.

Competition is provided by a number of financial institutions but principally
from the two protesting institutions, the Jewett City Trust Company and the
Jewett City Savings Bank. The Jewett City Trust Company, founded in 1921
had total assets of $10,367,987 on June 30, 1975. It is a commercial bank. The
Jewett City Savings Bank was established in 1873 and had total assets of
$32,497,007 as of June 30, 1975. Under the branching laws of the State of Con-
becticut, Sections 36-59 and 36-129 of the Connecticut General Statutes, Gris-
wold is a closed town and no other commercial or savings bank may establish
a branch office in Griswold except by merger with vne of the respective banks.
Therefore, insofar as branch offices are concerned, both protestants have en-
Joyed 2 monopoly for many years. The entry of the Norwich Savings and Loan
Association into Griswold would provide the first new banking facility in over

years,

In passing upon a branch application the Bank Commissioner has broad dis-
cretion. Factors considered by the Commissioner include the general economic
conditions in the market area, the degree of competition, prospects for profitable
Operations, adequacy of the capital structure of the applicant, adequacy of
the applicant’s management, and the effect of the application on the soundness

the banking institutions in the area. When measuring the degree of compe-
titlon on the proposed market area consideration is given to the number and
types of services offered by competing financial institutions, the relative prices
of snch services, the number and location of banking offices and their hours
of operation,

With respect to the proposed application consideration was given to the fact
dullt Griswold was closed to branch entry except by a savings and loan asso-

ation, Furthermore, with respect to competitive services the applicant pro-

Doses to offer Saturday banking hours, food stamp sales and in several cases

B8 at a lower rate and on more generous terms than the protestants. Satur-
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day banking hours were not available in Griswold at the time of the application.
It is interesting to note that the protestant Jewett City Trust Company notified
this office on August 15, 1975, that it would offer Saturday banking hours
effective September 13, 1975.

With respect to any effect on soundness of the two protesting competitor in-
stitutions consideration was given to the fact that both experienced growth in
deposits over the past few years despite the existence of severe disintermedi-
ation in Connecticut and throughout the nation. For the past two years the
Jewett City Savings Bank has experienced the second largest deposit growth
record of all Connecticut savings banks. Its deposit growth for the first six
months of 1975 exceeded $2,800,000. The Jewett City Trust Company is a full
service commercial bank. In addition to services that may be offered by the
applicant, Jewett City Trust Company offers trust services, commercial loans,
demand deposits to corporations and municipalities, and payroll services to
businesses and municipalities. Although its growth has been less than Jewett
City Savings Bank, the Trust Company has been successful even though, by
choice, it limited its banking office to Jewett City. The Trust Company has
the finaneial resources to develop branch offices in other towns. The fact that
it has not elected to do so does not necessarily infer that it should enjoy in-
sulation beyond statutory protection from competition in the town in which
it maintains its office.

A significant portion of banking business of the residents of Griswold is
conducted outside of the town. The market area proposed by the applicant
includes a potential penetration throughout Lisbon, thirty percent of Sprague,
twenty percent of Canterbury and ten percent of Plainfield and Preston. Gris-
wold and the proposed market area are presently changing from rural farm-
land to residential communities drawing people who work as far away as New
London. Contrary to national and state trends, new housing permits have con-
tinually increased in the area over the past few years ranging from a low of
$756,300 for Griswold in 1972 and increasing to $2,108,300 in 1974.

Accordingly considering all the relevant factors and in particular the offering
of Saturday banking hours and sale of food stamps, the application appeared
to be in the public interest and was approved.

POLICY STATEMENT

The Banking Department has been concerned about several patterns in bank
services that have recently developed. First has been the lack of interest among
the financial institutions in offering the sale of food stamps. As of July 1975,
of the 176 financial institutions in Connecticut, only 36 offered food stamp
sales including only one thrift institution, Peoples Savings Bank of Bridgeport.
Norwich Savings and Loan Association would be the first savings and loan
association in Connecticut to offer this essential public service. Beyond the
fact that only a minority of the state's financial institutions offer food stamp
sales it has come to our attention that such service is further diluted by limited
banking hours for such sales particularly in the core cities.

Therefore, the Banking Department is conducting a survey of banking hours
by the financial institutions under its supervision with a view towards deter-
mining whether a pattern of economic discrimination might exist with respect
to banking hours in the core cities vis-a-vis the suburbs. Until that survey
is completed a moratorium will be in effect with respect to the approval of
applications for branch offices by state chartered financial institutions.

Ezxhibit IT
Seeptember 29, 1975.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Banking Department has just concluded its survey of banking hours pro-
vided by state-chartered financial institutions in eight Connecticut cities and
their surrounding suburban areas which shows an overall pattern of evening
and Saturday services being generally available to the residents of the suburbs
but not available to the same extent to the residents of the core citlies. Cities
covered in the survey were Bridgeport, Hartford, New Haven, Stamford, Water-
bury, New London, Danbury, and Meriden—their selection was to provide a
statewide picture.
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The concern of the Banking Department has been that of providing equalized
services to customers in both urban and suburban settings; and as a result of
the moratorium placed on branch applications by Commissioner Lawrence Con-
nell on August 22, there has been noted a response on the part of banks all over
the state to reassess their priorities in terms of these special services. To date,
eighteen savings banks and six commercial banks have indicated their intention
to make substantive changes in their hours of operation.

Overall statistics reveal that on an aggregate basis of 150 core city banks or
branches, only 41 or 27% were open for banking business on Saturdays in the
core cities and 47 or 319, were open after 6 on at least one evening in the cities.
In suburban areas, 88 branches were surveyed showing 54% of such branches
open at least one evening per week. Saturday hours varied from city to city with
some areas bereft of any service at all.

In the City of Hartford, of 35 banking facilities in the core city, none was
found to be open on Saturday, and only eight were open after six p.m. on any
one evening. Of 58 suburban facilities, however, seven were open on Saturday
and 41 open after six p.m., or 709 of the total. Under these circumstances, it
would be very difficult for persons residing in the core city to conduct their bank-
ing business on Saturday or find an urban branch in the evening. Suburbanites,
on the other hand, although restricted as to Saturday banking, would have facili-
tles open during evenings throughout the week.

Other cities reveal somewhat different patterns but none provide comprehen-
sive banking services for either Saturdays or evenings. Of the banks surveyed
in New Haven and New London, neither urban or suburban branches were avail-
able for Saturday business. Evening hours in six banks were not available in
the City of New London and of ten suburban branches in that area, only two
providing evening banking hours. New Haven is just slightly better in providing
evening hours in the city ; three out of 22 branches are open one evening, whereas
45% of the 33 suburban branches surveyed were offering evening hours.

Stamford has an equal percentage of banking offices open on Saturday of the
number surveyed—71%—but very limited evening hours in both urban and sub-
urban settings. Waterbury seems to be providing more services in the core city
both on Saturday and during evening hours of the banks surveyed—289 avail-
able in the city on Saturday and 76% available during evening hours, compared
with 79, and 53% in the suburbs. Bridgeport residents of both urban and sub-
urban areas have a larger percentage of their banks and branches open on Satur-
days and evenings than any other city surveyed—52% and 705, respectively on
Saturday, and 339, and 57% during evenings.

The moratorium on branch applications addressed itself, also, to the problem
of limited number of financial institutions providing services to the publie in
the sale of food stamps. Commercial banks have been providing such services
since the inception of the program in 1968, but the increased numbers of persons
receiving such assistance together with the limited hours of bank services had
made it very difficult for both the recipient and the banks themselves. In some
instances, the restrictions on hours when food stamps were available for pur-
chase or the limited number of personnel assigned to the function further exacer-
bated the problem. As of June 1, 32 commercial banks, one savings bank, and
three credit unions were selling food stamps. Inquiries and requests for applica-
tions to sell have been reported by the Director of the Food Stamp Program for
the Welfare Department by 17 savings banks. four commercial banks, nine
savings and loan associations, and one credit union, most of whom have re-
quested applications for inclusion in the program. The funding for such services
is shared on an equal basis by the state and federal governments; financial insti-
tutions are paid 4914 cents per transaction, a cost which puts Connecticut on the
low side in terms of support.

The startling increase in number of households receiving food stamps over the
past year has been among the elderly, the disabled and blind, the working poor,
and the unemployed or underemployed. Households of these types receiving
assistance in June, 1974 were 16,173—in June, 1975; 30,589 or an increase of
80% in one year. During the same period, public assistance households “welfare

lies” went from 28,808 to 30,213 for an increase of cnly 4.9%. The trend is
continuing to move in that direction. During the past three months, the per-
tentage of increase in nonpublic assistance households, adjusted to a yearly
figure, the increase is 589, whereas “welfare” households have increased only
18%. The steadily deteriorating economic situation has added persons whose
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need for such assistance has increased dramatically and the response of those
eligible has been overwhelming. Part of this change is also due to the efforts of
the administration to inform the public and to make it simpler to apply for such
assistance.

Those factors prompted Commissioner Connell to impose the moratorium to
point up the issue and the response from the financial community has been
gratifying. The moratorium has been lifted and branch applications are being
processed as rapidly as possible. Six applications have been approved this week
and eight more are in process of evaluation. Banking hours and variety and
quality of service will be among the criteria to be considered in branch
applications.

Ezhibit 11T

For Release Friday, 25, 1977.

CONNECTICUT BANKING DEPARTMENT

The State Banking Department and the Department of the Treasury are con-
ducting a followup study to determine the availability of food stamp services to
the residents of the state. Field inspections will be conducted in New Haven,
Waterbury, Bridgeport and Hartford beginning March 1st. At least one field
study will also be made of a rural area of the state,

A moratorium on branch banking was imposed in the fall of 1975 in order to
encourage additional banks to begin to provide such services and to provide
extended hours of services to all customers particularly for those in urban areas
where evening hours and Saturday hours for banking were minimal. As a result
of that effort, 23 savings banks, seven commercial banks and one credit union
have been added to the available outlets for food stamp services bringing the
total in the state to 91. The addition of these financial institutions has not re-
sulted in distributing the services more evenly since the additional outlets repre-
sent only 10% of the transactions. Therefore, some banks still carry a heavier
volume than might be considered desirable from both the banks and clients point
of view. The purpose of the new study is to attempt to equalize the services
among the institutions and to determine if there are areas not presently being
served adequately.

Part of the problem stems from the hesitaney of some financial institutions to
cash publie assistance checks because of past experiences with fraud. Legisiation
has been introduced in the General Assembly which attempts to deal with this
issue.

According to figures provided by the Department of Social Services as of Jan-
uary, 1977, 29,012 households with 95,632 individuals on public assistance were
participating in the program. This figure represents over 97% of those who
applied. Others who were utilizing food stamp services, including unemployed
persons, those on social security, and families whose incomes permitted par-
ticipation, numbered 31,600 households and §3,961 individuals. These figures have
held rather steady for the past two years with those not on public assistance
dropping very slightly, possibly as a result of the slightly improving economic
climate.

The food stamp program which has been under attack in many areas of the
country has been handled exceptionally well in Connecticut due to the concern
of the administration for this important program of assistance to our citizens.
There has been an extremely small percentage of loss or misuse and the efforts
of the state agencies involved and the fine cooperation of the banking industry
has been largely responsible for this good record.

Ezhibit IV

STATEMENT : NEW HAVEN SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCTATION DISAPPROVAL OF BRANCH
AT BOSTON POST ROAD AND LINDY STREET, ORANGE

On May 18, 1976 the New Haven Savings and Loan Association filed an appli-
cation to establish a branch office at the southwest corner of the Boston Post
Road and Lindy Street, Orange. This community of 14,700 population and
area of 17.6 square miles is eurrently served by three offices of commercial banks
and five existing or approved offices of thrift institutions. The per capita ratio
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p:rzggrklng office in the town of Orange is 1837 as opposed to a state average
o :

The New Haven Savings and Loan Association, established in 1890, has its
Main Office at 124 Temple Street, New Haven, This office is in the central busi-
ness district with limited on-street parking and no feasible way to provide on-
premises parking or drive-in facilities. The Association currently has two branch
offices, North Haven opened June 19, 1964 and Guilford established April 13,
1974. Due to the trend of the population to move to the suburban communities,
a portion of the growth of this institution has come from its branch operations.
The Association has savings and mortgage customers in the four town area of
Orange, Milford, West Haven, and Woodbridge and the proposed branch would
serve these existing customers and hopefully generate new accounts.

The New Haven Savings Bank made application for a branch office on Old
Tavern Road, Orange, April 29, 1976. This application received approval May 19,
1976. The savings bank site is one-half mile from the proposed location of the
New Haven Savings and Loan Association. A total of eight banking offices, ex-
isting or approved, are located within 13, miles of the proposed site, four of
these within 14 mile.

The New Haven Savings and Loan Association has not provided various con-
sumer services that are expected in today's market. In its application for a
branch office in Guilford, it is stated that the Association was adding educa-
tional loans to its services, but this has not been the case. The Association does
not participate in the student loan program. The Association does not partici-
pate in the food stamp program even though its main office adjoins an area of
low income residents of the City of New Haven. While it was stated that con-
sideration would be given to extended hours at the Orange office it is noted
that the main office and existing branches are open 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
with the exception of Thursday when offices are open to 6:00 P.M. The drive-in
teller at Guilford is open to 4:00 P.M. daily. The Association does not offer
Saturday banking hours.

The present mix of financial institutions in Orange includes three commer-
cial banks and five thrift institutions. The applicant does not propose to pro-
vide any services not currently available in the community and in some areas,
less than is provided by the competition. Projected deposits of $7,000,000 and
profitable operation at the end of the third year would appear to be overly
optimistic in this highly competitive area. Since the New Haven Savings Bank
was recently approved for a branch office in Orange, it would be premature to
inject still another branch office in the market area at this time.

Accordingly, after due consideration of evidence and data submitted with
the application and the fleld investigation report, the application is disapproved.

Erhibit V

BTATEMENT : NEW HAVEN SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION APPLICATION FOR BRANCH
AT BOSTON FPOST ROAD AND LINDY STREET, ORANGE, CONNECTICUT

On July 7, 1976, an application by the New Haven Savings and Loan Associa-
tion to establish a branch office at Boston Post Road and Lindy Street, Orange,
Connecticut, was denied by this office. In a statement of reasons and findings on
the application, it was noted that the proposed service area already had ade-
(larl.;tie banking facilities. The applicant did not propose any significant new
Bservices.

On August 5, 1976, the applicant petitioned for a reconsideration of the appli-
cation and submitted additional evidence with respect to the proposed branch.
The application for reconsideration was published in Connecticut Banking De-
partment Bulletin #676 dated August 13, 1976.

In its application for reconsideration, New Haven Savings and Loan Associa-
tion disclosed that it had some 1,745 customers with $4,778,000 in deposits and
$56,101,000 in mortgage loans in the proposed branch market area of Orange,
Milford, West Haven and Woodbridge. The applicant considers the proposed
branch as a regional office to serve the above mentioned four-town area, New
Haven Savings and Loan Association also reported the loss of some 1,200 cus-
tomers in the last five years from the four-town area which is attributed to a
lack of a convenient branch facility to serve that area.
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New Haven Savings and Loan Association had $37 million in deposits and $37
million in mortgage loans as of December 31, 1975. Competing financial institu-
tions in Orange are represented by four mutual savings banks, one federal sav-
ings and loan assocliation and three commercial banks of which all but one,
Orange National Bank, have deposits in excess of $100 million. The applicant
states that the proposed branch office is needed for the Association to continue
as a viable competitor in the New Haven area.

It is also noted that the applicant’s management has been authorized and in-
structed by its Board of Directors to take such steps as necessary to participate
in the Connecticut Student Loan Program, the Connecticut Housing Finance Au-
thority, and the food stamp program. A check with those agencies revealed that
the applicant has followed up and begun negotiations to participate in the
programs.

The Banking Department regards participation in the student loan, food stamp
and housing finance authority programs as important and significant indicia of
convenience and needs. The Connecticut General Assembly enacted laws to estab-
lish these programs and has authorized appropriations and financing facilities
to implement them. These agencies of the Executive Branch are staffed with
persons to administer the programs.

Over the past several years, increases in educational expenses have far out-
stripped growth in real income, especially that of the middle income family. The
middle income family is not usually eligible for scholarship aid. Therefore, the
Connecticut Student Loan Foundation is an important source of assistance to
meet these educational needs. Student loans are government insured, eighty per-
cent by the federal government and twenty percent by the State of Connecticut.
These risk free loans provide a reasonable, subsidized return to the lender. In
view of these factors and the current comfortable liquidity condition of Connecti-
cut financial institutions, it is expected that these institutions will provide loans
to all qualified students regardless of whether the student or his or her family
has a banking relationship with the particular institution,

The Connecticut Housing Finance Authority purchases mortgages from origi-
nating banks and savings and loan associations. These mortgage loans must be
to persons of low and moderate income. Current criteria make this program
available to persons of incomes up to $24,750 and mortgages up to $49,500, well
within the middle income level. The down payment required is lower than con-
ventional loans. Therefore, the Connecticut Housing Finance Authority is an
important vehicle for financial institutions to provide lower cost mortgages to
middle income families.

The importance of the food stamp program in this state was thoroughly dis-
cussed in an earlier statement on August 22, 1975, with respect to a branch appli-
cation in Jewett City. Given the present unemployment rate of 9.5 percent in
Connecticut, as well as retired persons on fixed incomes and the working poor
whose incomes cannot stretch to meet present inflation, the need for food stamps
to sustain minimal nutritional level continues to be a pressing need for many of
our citizens.

Banks and savings and loan associations enjoy protection from competition
found in few other areas of business. Establishment of branches and new insti-
tutions is carefully controlled. Indeed our branching law which generally pro-
hibits a financial institution from establishing a branch in a town where a like
financial institution has its head office is considered one of the most anti-competi-
tive laws in the nation, In return for this protection, it is expected that the
financial institution will serve the needs of the public. Along with convenient
banking hours, deposit and other traditional banking services, participation in
the newer government sponsored programs is included in determining an appl-
cant's potential for meeting the modern convenience and needs test.

Accordingly, upon examination of the evidence submitted by the applicant in
ita petition for reconsideration, the application is approved on the basis that the
proposed branch is necessary for the New Haven Savings and Loan Association
to maintain its position as a vinble competitor in the New Haven area, Com-
peting institutions are of sufficient size and strength to withstand the additional
competition. Moreover, the applicant’s efforts to participate in the student loan,
food stamp and Connecticut Housing Finance Authority programs is duly
recognized.
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Mr. CoNNELL. S. 406 really requires the Agency to wait until
the bank makes an application. Therefore, I think that there are
probably three amendments I would suggest to S. 406, .

One: An amendment of section 4(1) (b) and (d), by the addition
of other banking services to the credit criteria.

Second: I think that public officials elected and appointed should
be able to act in the area of the decision of the Federal agency.

In fact, if we had that power, I would give up the State McFadden
Act provisions of the branch banking laws.

The Cmamman. Where did you have in mind that that would
go!? Is that the section to which Mr. Nader referred?

Mr. ConneLr. Yes; where he spoke of the citizen participation.
I think public officials should be specifically included there.

The Cramrman. Senator Heinz made the same point.

Mr. ConnerLL. That is correct. I would endorse that statement. If
we had that, I don’t think a State branching law should have any
gm;e I:pplication to the activities of a national bank and Federal

Third: I think the provisions for 25 persons to petition the
particular banking agency for a hearing, if they feel the institution
1s not serving the community, is a particularly important addition.
Licenses needn’t be granted in perpetuity. Thank you.

The Cramman. How about the suggestion that Mr, Nader made
sbout standing in court or some kind of special standing for con-
sumer groups?

‘Mr. ConneLL. I would endorse that. There is a considerable ques-
tion on the extent that consumer groups have standing. I believe the
only standing that the State agency would have would be with regard
to the McFadden Act, and the State branching law provisions, which
In my mind are for the most part anticonsumer and not in the public
Interest today. They restrict competition and entry.

The Cuamman. Thank you very much.

Dr. Marlin, you have a summary of your statement, I believe.
The entire statement will be put in the record.

STATEMENT OF JOHN TEPPER MARLIN, COUNCIL ON MUNICIPAL
PERFORMANCE

Dr. MaruiN. My name is John Tepper Marlin. Between 1964 and
1969 T was an economist with the Federal Reserve Board and the
Federa] Deposit Insurance Corporation, where I used to look at
applications of the kind you are talking about.

Since 1969 I have been engaged in research and teaching on
banking and urban economics, and since 1973 T have headed the

uncil on Munipical Performance, a nonprofit Research group in
New York City, which developed measures to compare the effective-
hess of delivery of essential urban services.

Most recently, under a grant from the Ford Foundation, we have
been gathering comparative information on urban reinvestment
Programs around the country. My testimony this morning is about
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this research. Two surveys of reinvestment programs and proposals
have been submitted to this committee. Their relevance to the com-
mittee’s hearing is that they show a range of 65 actual and 25 pro-
posed responses to urban disinvestment, and provide a basis for
evaluating some of them.

To summarize these two review papers, we have divided the re-
investment programs and proposals into 10 categories as follows:

First: Use of public deposits to encourage lending in the inner

city.

gecond: Requiring information from lenders on where the mort-
gages have been made.

That second point has already been implemented by the committee.

Third: Requiring lending institutions to meet mortgage needs
throughout the area from which their deposits are drawn. This is
the present thrust of S. 406.

Fourth: Requiring lending institutions to use nondiscriminatory
lending procedures, including meeting mortgage needs throughout
their lending area.

This meets the objections of Mr. Holman earlier and is similar in
thrust to S. 406, but has the slight difference in the definition of
the primary service area.

Fifth: Providing for mortgage review panels to process com-
plaints of discrimination on geographical or other grounds.

Sixth: Providing support for the mortgage market, through risk
pooling programs.

Seventh: Making direct housing loans or subsidies of the tradi-
tional kind.

Eighth: Regulation of investments of life insurance companies
and pension funds to encourage a higher proportion of home mort-
gages in their portfolios.

Ninth: Development of community banks to serve as local agents
of government programs or as alternative banks.

Finally: Changing laws or regulations covering city tax assess-
ment policies and delivery of services, as already discussed by
Senator Heinz.

What I conclude from the information we have collected, in the
context of these hearings. is that there is a growing tendency to view
the community responsibility of lending institutions as going beyond
the convenience and needs of depositors only.

However, there are many ways in which this responsibility to
lenders can manifest itself, and I wonld recommend that several
options for lenders to contribute to reinvestment solutions be pro-
vided for in the proposed bill, with the effectiveness of these options
being evaluated from year to year.

In the interest of conserving time, I will end my remarks here.
I will be glad to provide more specifics in answer to questions.

Thank vou.

[Material received for the record from Mr. Marlin follows:]
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REINVESTMENT: ACTIONS AND PROPOSALS

Summary of Representative Reinvest-
ment Programs Prepared for the Com=
mittee on Banking, Housing and Urban
Affairs, U.S. Senate, March 23, 1977.

by John Tepper Marlin
Executive Director
Council on Municipal Performance
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REINVESTMENT: RECENT ACTIONS

While there is widespread agreement regarding the existence of a dis-
investment problem contributing to housing deterioration in imner city neighbor-
hoods, there is considerable disagreement over the cause of the problem and there-

fore the most desirable solutionms.

To help focus attention on the specific reinvestment solutions that have
4+ been adopted by cities and states as well as the Federal government, COMP has
compiled a representative list and description of reinvestment actions == private,
legislative, administrative or judicial -- around the country, with scme prelimisary

analysis of the programs.

The actions are considered under ten headings: use of public deposits
for reinvestment purposes, extension of mortgage disclosure requirements, monitor-
ing of financial institutions' charters to ensure that they are serving the credit
needs of thelr depositors, fair lending requirements, mortgage review, mortgage
support such as pooling or purchase programs, direct aid to finance housing,
regulation of pension fund and insurance companies' policywriting and investment

practices, creation of community banks and reform of city service and tax policies.

1. Public Deposits. Most reinvestment programs require state or Federal action.
Public deposit programs have the advantage that they can be used by cities as
well as higher levels of governments.

In California, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors passed a
resolution that the County Treasurer should allocate deposits based on the mortgage

lending records of the commercial banks, using the disclosure data derived in late
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1976 from implementatiocr of the 1975 Home Mortgage Disclosure Act. However, the
County Treasurer has not yet carried out the resclution, on the grounds chat the
office has no staff to develop a monitoring system for the data.

Colorado's former Treasurer, Sam Brown, invited competitive bids from
banks and savings and loan associations for the deposit of state funds, but then
(starting in 1975) adjusted these bids to take into account the institutions'
"activity ratios” in certain socially desirable areas, including low-cost and
older housing loans.

Illinois requires a pledge from a bank bidding for state funds to the effect
that it will mot "reject arbitrarily mortgage loans for residential properties with-
o any specific part of the community served by the bank because of the location of
the property,”and will "make loans available on low and moderate income residential
property throughout the community within the limits of its legal restrictions and
prudent financial practices." However, there are no enforcement procedures in this
law. In 1974 the Chicago City Council passed an ordinance requiring that no city
funds be deposited in any bank which did not make a pledge not to redline, and did
oot provide information om the sources of deposits and location of mortgaged prop-
erties by census tract. About half of the eligible Chicago banks have complied.

In New York City, Mayor Abraham Beame in March 1977 (following COMP's
levsletter on this subject) announced that he was directing his Finance Administra-
tion to allocate court and trust funds among city-based savings banks on the basis,
In part, of their mortgage lending records. Since these funds must, under state
lav, be placed in passbook accounts subject to Federal Reserve Regulation Q interest
cellings, neither the city or the account beneficiaries lose any interest from the
Program.

Pt_ﬁl'! Treasurer, David Duncan, offered $5 million in state funds to banks

3zreeing to make losns in "high risk” neighborhoods, but no banks took up the offer.
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2. Mortgage Disclosure. At the Federal level, the 13975 Home Mortgage Disclosure
Act requires all insured commercial banks and thrift institutions to report the
location, by ZIP code, of properties on which they made s mortgage loan during the
previous twelve months. The Act is being implemented by the Federal Reserve Board
through its Regulation C. Several states have their own disclosure regulations and
have argued for exemption from Regulation C on the grounds that state regulations
were more comprehensive.

Illinois, for example, originally intended to apply its regulations not
only to state-regulated institutions but to Federally chartered institutions in
the state. Regulation C iz now a minimum for all imstitutions, state and Federal,
and removes Federally chartered banks from the obligation to comply with state dis-
closure regulations. The add-on feature of state regulations leads to a com=-
petitive imbalance between state and Federal institutions.

Illinois regulations are much stronger than Regulation C in that they

require the total mortgage _porl: folio of state institutions as well as changes
at six-month intervals. The Illinois Savings and Loan League, along with several
individual S&L's,has sued the state to challenge the legality of state laws
applying to Federally chartered institutions. The League is also challenging the
legality of requiring disclosure retroactively, to loans made in prior years. Two
Illinois cities, Chicago and Rockford, have gone beyond the state regulations and
require Information on the amount of time and demand deposits by census tract of
depositors' residence, and the interest paid.

The Massachusetts State Banking Department has responded to complaints
of redlining by Boston community groups by issuing a directive on August 1, 1975--
and again a year later -- requiring all state-chartered institutions in the Boston
metropolitan area with $20 million or more in assets to file mortgage and deposit

information by census tract for the cities of Boston and Lyon and by ZIF code for
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the rest of the area. The Department has seen its responsibility as collecting

and analyzing the data, in contrast with the Federal agencies administering

the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act. A preliminary report was provided to the

Senate Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs in November 1976 by

Harriet Tee Taggart, the Department's Director of Research. She has told COMP that
a final report has been put off until the Department finishes analyzing application
files of mortgage company and Federal Housing Administration (FHA) loans, i.e.
uotil mid-1977.

Hew Jerse!'s banking authority collects mortgage information from the
banks but does not reveal it to the public.

In New York State, the state institutions were exempted from Regulation C
only if they report mortgage originations separately from mortgage purchases. This
has neceasitated complex changes in the New York State reporting requirements, to
the point where one computer consultant involved in assisting banks with their
tompliance has concluded that "dual compliance would be better than a jerry-
built state reporting system." William Woodward III, Deputy New York State
Superintendent of Banks, responds that the consultant is exaggerating the difficulties,
perhaps motivated by an interest in "doubling his business." He says that his office
vill provide a report to the Assembly Banks Committee by April 30, covering overall

Bew York State data, plus in-depth analysis of Brooklyn and Rochester.

). Credit Needs. The requirement that banks serve the "convenience and needs"

of the ities they

p e in has long been a part of Federal and state
bank charters and regulations, but has seldom been used explicitly to require--
for example, when branching requesta are considered--that financial institutioms

serve the credit meeds of their depositors.
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Federal Reserve Board Chairman Arthur Burns has written to member {nsti-
tutions advising banks to interpret their charters so as to provide special credit
access to neighborhoods in which the bulk of their depositors live. But the Federal
agencies haven't over the years given significant attention to this responsibility
in making decisions on branches or mergers. .

Connecticut's Bank Commissioner has taken a step toward a mortgage credit
needs test by using a bank's participation in the Connecticut Housing Finance
Authority as an "important and significant" index of the bank's serving its community's
convenience and needs, when it applies to open a branch or change its location.

In Illinois, the Metropolitan Area Housing Alliance in Chicago has sued
several banks on behalf of several individuals who complained that they were victin-
ized by a specific kind of violation of community credit needs: "fast foreclosure"
(foreclosing on a home immediately when one payment is missed). The case was

settled favorably out of court.

In general, states have preferred to deal with reinvestment through fair
lending provisions discussed below rather than by reference to the credit needs
of a community. Three kinds of arguments are used against a credit needs approach.
First, it has been branded as "credit allocation" based on a presumption (which
some bankers argue is unwarranted) that if there is a "low" ratio, however defined,
of mortgages to deposits, local mortgage credit needs aren’t being met. Second,
it doesn't help neighborhoods with large credit needs but few deposits. Finally,
its effectiveness depends on strong regulatory enforcement, but regulatory agencies
are slow to change their modes of behavior and, in the long term, weak in dealing

with the regulated industry.
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The advantages of a credit needs approach are that it makes a very small
step from existing principles governing regulatory actions, and is relatively easy
to implement using mortgage/deposit ratios as rules of thumb for evaluating

bank performance.

4. PFair Lending. In contrast to the credit needs approach, which relies

on a quota in the form of some concept of a minimal ratio of mortgages to deposits,
the fair lending concept is procedurally oriented. Its origins are in anti-
discrimination provistions applied to individuals. Only recently has the concept of
discrimination on a neighborhood-wide basis been raised.

The Federal govermment has a variety of anti-discrimination provisions.

The Federal Reserve Board's Regulatiom B, as revised in 1976 to reflect amendments
in that year to the Equal Credit Opportunity Act (ECOA), became effective in
March 1977, enforcing the prohibition against discrimination in fimancing of housing
and for the first time requiring record-keeping on loan applications.

The ECOA is somewhat duplicative of the Fair Housing Act, Title VIII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1968, which mandates fair housing policies and specifically
prohibits discrimination in housing finance. This Act is administered by the M
Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). In a turf-
protective letter to the Federal Reserve Board, James Blair, former Assistant
Secretary of HUD for Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity, suggested that a preamble
ta Regulation B state the common coverage of home financing by the ECOA and Title
VIITI. He also urged that it indicate that a single set of substantive rules would
be agreed upon jaintly by the Federal Reserve and HUD.

The California regulgtions,which cover state-chartered S&L's only, are

& mpdel for chia appru:h-. They ask twa questions: (1) Have mortgage loan ap-

83-032 O - 77 - 13
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plications been processed equitably? and (2) Has the bank engaged in sufficient
"affirmative marketing" throughout its lending area (as defined by the pattern
of bank lending but prohibiting bank gerrymandering so as to exclude poor

areas) to ensure that applications for loans fairly reflect loan demand through-
out the area? The California regulations were initiated by, and are enforced by,
the Business and Transportation Agency's Savings and Loan Department which
supervises state-chartered savings and loans. .

The District of Columbia government was the first city to prohibit red-

lining. Title 34 of the 1973 D.C. Human Rights Act prohibits discrimination

in lending based on race, national origin or sex. The D.C. Office of Human
Rights investigates any alleged violation and attempts to conciliate. The D.C.
Human Rights Commission is charged with holding hearings and rendering decisions
on cases where conciliation has failed and a "probable cause" of a violation of
law is found to exist. However, during the first three years of the Act the
Human Rights Commission had not heard any decisions or rendered any decisions

relating to redlining.

In the Illincis Fairness in Lending Act, redlining is made illegal,
but it is left up to individual complainants to sue the alleged discriminating
institution in the civil courts. No such Bults have yet been initiated.

Minnesota passed a law in 1974 which pr¥ohibits discrimination agailnst
gecgraphic areas as well as individuals. However, allegedly because of a restric-
tive usury law, local financial institutions have been making very few in-state
mortgages, so that the form of non-discrimination they have apparently been practic
ing is lending equally little to all individuals applying for mortgages.

Massachusetts' Fair Lending laws prohibit discrimjnatilon according to
race and sex, but do not specify geographical area. Wisconsin in 1974 prohibited

geographical lending discrimination.
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5. Mortgage Review. Mortgage review panels are outlets for those who feel
that they have been unfairly denied a mortgage loan. They are adjudicative
bodies created either by govermnment (as in California) or by groups of banks
in a particular city or state.

California's Department of Savings and Loan has created two Boards of
Inquiry which serve as mortgage review panels. Both of these boards have three
members. They are located in San Francisco and Los Angeles, serving the morthern
and southern half of the state respectively. Both boards have met only twice,
and their record is criticized by California anti-redlining groups.

The District of Columbia's resolution creating a Commission on Residential

Mortgage Investment (CMRI) also provided for a Complaint Review Committee (CRC)
composed of three of the CMRI Commissioners and the Deputy Director of the D.C.
Office of Consumer Affairs. The function was to serve as a mediator for
applicants who had brought a complaint against a D.C. lending institution.
During the first seven months after its creation in 1975, the CRC averaged
about two meetings per month and less than one complaint per meeting. Of the
first twelve complaints, four subsequently obtained loans, two were assured of
getting them, three are reapplying and only three were told by the CRC that
their applications did not merit further review. The CMRI Report concludes
that the process revealed "a significant communications gap" between the lend-

ing institutions and the applicants.
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In Massachusetts, the State Banking Department has "set up" (in the
words of {ts Research Director) an informal Mortgage Review Board for the Boston
area. The voluntary board is composed of three bankers, three community representa-
tives and two non-voting representatives from the Department and the Mayor's office.
It meets every other week to review appeals. By November 1976, 24 cases had been
reviewed. Of them, 11 were considered bankable, and 7 were not. The other 6
cases were withdrawn before a decision was made or were still pending when the count
was made. Of the 11 bankable applications, B were sent back to the original bank
(commonly for reappraisal), and J were sent to other participating banks. The
Board uses two rules of thumb in deciding on creditworthiness: (1) No more than
257 of the borrower's gross income should be required for payment of principal,
interest, real estate taxes and property insurance; and (2) When combined with
other installment debts, these payments should not exceed 337 of gross income.

In Michigan, the Detroit banks have developed an Urban Reinvestment Re-
view Committee modeled on the Philadelphia Plan. It has been endorsed by the
city's biggest bank, the Natfonal Bank of Detroit, but has not been activated
yet because of efforts by some savings and loan institutions to modify some of the
provisions. The Committee can either refer a rejected application back to the
original bank, or to another bank, or to the City of Detroit's high-risk loan
fund financed with Federal money.

The commercial and savings banks of New York State have set up a
$40 million fund to be used by their Mortgage Review Panel in the event that
the banks to which the applicant originally went refuse to make a mortgage loan
even after the Panel requests reconsideration. As of mid-March, no applications

had been processed, in part because of a delay in government suthorization for

the program.
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In Pernsylvania, the Philadelphia Mortgage Plan (abbreviated as
the Philadelphia Plan or PMP) was started by three banks which were members
of the Creater Philadelphia Partnership and had been working together on the
local Neighborhood Housing Services (NHS) program. Starting in 1975, the
lending institutions worked together on common lending standards which would
open up the credit window a little wider than in the past. Within a year
the consortium had goown to 13 institutions and had involved a number of
community organizations as well.

In contrast with the other mortgage review systems which react
passively to consumer complaints, the Philadelphia Plan's . monitoring group,
reviewing developments bi-monthly, sought aggressively to review and redefine
lending criteria. The key elements of the new standards are: Using smaller
geographic areas for appraisals (the block rather than the meighborhood);
placing high value on the existence of a strong local organization dedicatad
to preserving the neighborhood; and including non-wage payments such as welfare
and child support in gross income. Experience with the Philadelphia Plan
has been good. Delinquency rates so far are low, even though reportedly about
four out of five applications under the Plan were accepted and $13 million
has been loaned out.

Among some anti-redlining activists, the Boston Mortgage Review
Board is regarded as a public relations gesture by the local financial
community. Its slow processing record does not suggest that its direct
contribution to reinvestment will be major, but as a banker explaimed to
COMP, "having a panel like that reviewing loans makes you more careful
in handing out a rejection.” The Philadelphia Plan has received more
praise from reinvestment advocates. Its contribution may be inadequate

by itself, but it is significant. The Detroit and New York State programs
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are too new to comment on.

6. Mortgage Support. Mortgage review panels represent a special form of
support of private mortgage markets of which coinsurance and pooling are
other varieties.

Federal support of banking institutions via short-term loans and de-
posit insurance represent support of the mortgage market. Regulation Q
is an attempt at providing such support by providing funds to lending institu-
tions at a cost which is below market. However, providing the funds doesn't
mean loans will be made. These indirect and roundabout methods of support,
some say, aren't doing the job.

A relatively new Federal program with a very successful track record
is the Neighborhood Housing Services (NHS) program operating in over 30 citiles.
Started in Pittsburgh in 1968 by & group of neighborhood residents who approached
local banks for lending commitments, the program worked so well that it was
adopted by the Federal Home Loan Bank Board (FHLBB) and in 1974 the FHLBBE
and HUD jointly created the Urban Reinvestment Task Force with the mission
of spreading the idea to other cities.

The Task Force serves as a developmental agency, setting up local
NHS programs in each city and sometimes making a contribution to a local
high-risk loan fund. Each NHS program is a local partnership between financal
institutions, the city government and neighborhood leaders. The financial
institutions agree to make all bankable mortgage loans, provide administrative
staff support for the program, and participate in the local NHS governing board.
The city agrees to use flexible code enforcement procedures, to make needed

capital improvements in the area, and to contribute,sometimes with Community
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Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds, to a high-risk loan fund controlled by the
KHS board for making non-bankable loans.

California has a Housing Finance Agency which offers coinsurance as part
of its Neighborhood Preservation Program.

Florida enacted its House Bill 2010 offering mortgage market support,
but it required a constitutional amendment which failed when presented to the

electorate.

In Indiana, The Greater Indianapolis Housing Development Corporation
has been guaranteeing about 75% of the value of rehabilitation loans (average,
$3,000) made at three commercial banks. The maturities range up to five years.

The guarantees are financed by about $% million CDBG funds.

Minpesota is widely accepted as the leader in its tax-exempt revenue bonds
to purchase FHA-insured (under Title I of the National Housing Act) housing
rehabilitation loans. In 1975 the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency (MHFA)
sold §9 million of these bonds, using the money to buy the loans, which carry
8 7%% or so interest rate. The originating lenders get their principal back,
plus a §75 origination fee and a regular servicing fee. The loans must be
on homes at least 15 years old and musl'..be to low- or moderate-income families.
Within two years of its first bond issue in 1973, the MHFA had raised $129
million and loaned out nearly two-thirds of it. The program has been copled in
New Jersey and in a growing number of other states.

The New York State Mortgage Agency was created in 1970 after a 257
decline between 1968 and 1969 in state mortgage investments by banks in the
state, and a serious drop in residential construction. The agency's concept was to
purchase mortgages from the banks on condition that they use the money to originate

new, In-state residential mortgages. Within four years the agency had raised and

used about $470 million. However, New York State's debt problems ended its access



196

to the market and little more has been done since 1974.

The concept has been copied by at least 23 other states, with at least
ten funded and in operation (the others have run into voter rejection of bond issues
or issuing authority, or other snags). In addition to the Minnesota and New
York programs already discussed, the eight other states which have created and
implemented similar agencles are: Alaska, Connecticut, Kentucky, Maine, South
Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia and Wisconsin.

New York has also initiated a Rehabilitation Mortgage Insurance Corporation
(REMIC) in 1973, to operate solely in designated preservation areas in New York
City. It got off to a slow start. The Community Preservation Corporation, a
private mortgage pooling group financed by New York City banks, makes loans in
two neighborhoods and is the chief user of the REMIC program. As of the end of
February 1977, there were 27 insurance cases with 1,764 dwelling units involving

mortgage debt of $9.7 million of which $4.6 million is insured.

7. Direct Programs. There was & major Federal effort in the 1960's to provide
direct support to housing. Many of the programs which proliferated are mot
regarded as successful, especially the large-scale urban renewal and public
housing projects. The Housing and Commﬁ;ity Development Act of 1974 essentially
reflected a belief in Congress that there was a need for greater local control
and turned CDBG funds over to the localities to spend. One categorical program
which survived was HUD's Section 312 loan program, created under the 1964 Housing
Act to provide financing for rehabilitation to bring housing up to local codes.

The corresponding grant program, Section 115, was discontinued.
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The California Housing Finance Agency, a unit of the state's Business
and Transportation Agency,.makes low-interest housing loans for non-profit
and local government entities and also operates the Neighborhood Preservation
Program which makes rehabilitation loans in designated preservation areas.

Colorado in 1972 provided $250,000 to the Division of Housing for a
State Demonstration Grant. Additional grants through 1976 brought the total
to $5 million, funding 90 local housing (mostly rehabilitation) projects along
with $13 million in leveraged private and Federal investments.

In Massachusetts, Boston's Home Improvements Program makes grants to
property-owners of one-fifth of its estimate of the cost of proposed rehabilitation,
up to $1,000 for a single-family home and $3,000 for a six-unit building. The
Program spends $4 million a year of CDBG money.

To the south of Boston, Fall River {s making rehabilitation loans with an
interest rate which depends on the borrower's income relative to the median of
other families of the same size. A family earning half the median income would pay
4%. A family esrning nearly double the median or more would pay the market rate.
The program costs $% million a year in CDBG funds.

Finally, the Old Holyoke Development Corporation makes rehabilitation
grants to homeowners based on a i:ercentage of the cost. The percentage varies
vith the taxable income of the borrower, ranging from 307 for those earning less
than $8,000 to 15% for those earning close to $20,000. Applicants earnings over
§20,000 are not eligible.

In Minpesota, the Minneapolis Housing and Redevelopment Authority (MHRA)
is approved as a lender under the MHFA program discussed above. The neighboring
authority in St. Paul is, too. The MHRA ties the interest rate on its rehabili-

tation loans to the borrower's income, adjusted for family size. A borrower
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with a family of four and earning below $10,300 (or up to $17,450 but with
housing expenses over one-fourth his or her income) would pay 4%. Up to $17,450
he or she would pay 6%. Over $17,450, the interest rate rises to 8%. The MHRA's
money comes from CDBG allocations, city bonds, local bank loans and funding from
MHFA programs.

Hoboken, New Jersey, has been subsidizing rehabilitation loans since 1972.
It lends up to §6,000 with & maturity of up to nine years, with the purpose of
bringing houses up to code. The loans and subsidies cost $% million a year in
CDEG money .

New York has pioneered in housing finance with its Urban Development
Corporation, which floats bonds, when the market will absorb them, and uses the
money to finance housing developments such as Roosevelt Island in New York City.
The state’'s Mitchell-Lama projects for low and middle income residents were
built through a combination of state tax abatements, Pederal interest rate
subsidies and other programs. WNew York City's Housing and Development
Administration provided direct housing loans through its municipal loan program,
but this was suspended because of scandals and was ended,soon after it recontinued,
because of the city's financial problems.

Ohio has a $2 million fund for making direct seed money grants to local
groups wishing to rehabilitate neighborhood housing.

255522‘3 Portland Development Commission uses a deferred payment loan
to provide financing to correct serious housing code violations. Over $%
million of such loans have been made from a fund established with CDBG funds.

In Rhode Island, the Home Improvements for Providence program makes rehabili-
tation loans at 3% interest and subsidizes housing costs for lower income families
when repairs are needed to remedy code violatlons: The program gets $2 million

a year from CDBG allocations.
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Madison, Wisconsin has a Housing Rehabilitation Services Program which
makes deferrad payment loans in cases of special hardship. It also provides

regular 6%% loans and Section 312 HUD loans for rehabilitation.

8. Insurance and Pension Regulation. Some commercial banks which have in

the past originated many mortgages which were then sold to insurance companies
note that the life imsurance industry's investments in city housing have dropped
drastically. Without a repurchase outlet, commercial banks are unwilling to .
originate as many new moTLgages.

Federal reinvestment efforts relative to the life insurance companies
were focused under tre Johnson Administration on a $2 billion loan program for
inner cities. However, the industry was disinvesting at a much faster rate than
it was reinvesting, for a large net loss to the cities. John G. Heimenn, now
New York State’s Housing and Renewal Commissioner, was the person who negotiated
the arrangement for the President. In an interview with COMP, he sumi=i up develop-
=ents in the insurance industry as follows: "I was had."

Pension funds are subject to the same kinds of criticism as life insurance
coapanies, namely that a declining proportion of their investments (3% of private
funds) are in residential mortgages. No direct action has yet been taken to
encourage pension funds to invest more in mortgages, but the new Employee
Betirement Income Security Act (ERISA) has brought private funds under Federal
rtegulation,

Illinois has responded to the problem by including life insurance companies
in ts 1975 fair lending laws.

Massachusetts has moved to regulate the casualty and insurance companies,
¥hich were seen a3 contributing to neighborhood deterioration by not making
tenant or homeowner insurance policies available to residents of inner city com-

@unities. The State Insurance Superintendent created an assigned risk pool for high-
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risk insurance policies, but state officials say that the companies have been
loading the pool with poorly written policies and are now using their heavy
loss rate on the pool to demand a 50% increase in premiums.

Texas has long required insurance companies to keep a fixed proportion of
their assets invested within the state.

9. Community Banks. The only stace that runs a fully fledged bank is

Norch Dakota, which started nearly six decades ago with an investment of $2
million. It has been earning about eight times that much annually, and now has
assets of nearly $400 million. About three-fourths of the bank's deposits come
from the state, but it has 4,000 other accounts. The largest single category of
loans is for housing (35 million), with farms and students following behind in
that order. Some of the loans to lender or direct housing loan prograns iavolve
financing authorities that have been compared to the Bank af North Dakota, but

they do not offer banking services and usually make only one kind of loan.

10. City taxes and services. A major requirement for reinvestment is adequate

city services and equitable property tax systems in deteriorating neighborhoods.
COMP's City Housing Report #2 (pp. 11-13) describes how slow property tax
reassessments contribute to acceleration of neighborhood decline. By failing

to adjust assessments to reflect changes in property values, property tax

rates decline in upwardly transitional neighborhoods and rise in deteriorating
neighborhoods. This link between city tax policies and neighborhoud deterioration

has been established in cities such as Baltimore and Philadelphia.

In Alabama, a successful suit against the City of Mobile by the Rational s
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) charged that at-large
election of city council members denied black neighborhoods representation,

resulted in inequitable service delivery and was unconstitutional. COMP segre-

gation data were cited in this case.
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A similar case in Louisiana, sgainst the City of Shreveport (the most
segregated city of 109 ranked in COMP's Newsletter II:1) also resulted in a
Federal court order to provide for neighborhood election of council members to

ensure better representation and more equitable service delivery.

Although a 1971 suit against the State of Massachusetts by some older com-
mercial firms objecting to "121A" tax abatements to mew firms failed, the suit had
the effect of changing administrative regulations to eliminate these abatements,

and provide for 100% valuation for all property owners. However, it is alleged

by Massachusetts officials in other departments that “pencil" (unofficial)

abatements are given. The unexpected side effect of the suit and the state's

response to it is that residential property owners are paying more than they used
to, since they had been favored prior to 1971 as against commercial institutions.

In Mississippi, the mayor of Jackson proposed a new form of government
which would replace at-large election of its commissioners with district elections,
but the proposal was rejected in a referendum in February 1977. The Lawyers
Committee for Civil Rights under Law is now suing the city, and similar suits
are under way in other Mississippi towns.

New York City has provided tax abatements to emcourage rehabilitatiom of

older housing, under the J-51 program, and new construction, under the 421

program.

Several Texas cities, including the two largest, Dallas and Houston, have

been sued to institute district election of council members on the same principles

as the Mobile and Shreveport cases. COMP provided expert testimony in the Houston

case, which is still in Federal court.
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REINVESTMENT: PROPOSALS

The proposals described below are in various stages of development. Some
are ideas which are being considered by individual legislators or administrators.

Others have been introduced in the legislatures and have a high probablility of

becoming law.

1. Public Deposits. The concept of using public local funds for public purposes
appears to have a future. In California, the Los Angeles County Treasurer's
difficulty in monitoring Federal mortgage disclosure data is being met by a
proposal from the Center for New Corporate Priorities and the Southern California
Association of Governments for how to develop and implement an effective system.
Colorado Republican State Representative Jim Reeves has co-sponsored a
bill to prevent the State Treasurer from using deposit placement for )einvestment
or other social purposes. In an interview with COMP, Reeves described his intent
as-follous: “These administrative procedures are usurping the authority of
legislature. Also, it is interference with the free enterprise system." However,
Reeves says, "The bill isn't doing well. It will probably get defeated in the

Senate. Local people want to be able to do the same thing as the State Treasurer."

2. Mortgage Disclosure. The existing Federal mortgage disclosure legislation,

as implemented by the Federal Reserve Board's Regulation,does not require infor-
mation on the portfolio of existing mortgages, only new additions during the re-
porting year. In addition, no information is reguired on the source of deposits
by census tract of the depositor. Finally, certain institutions, notahly mortgage
bankers, are excluded. Proposals have been made to address these weaknesses.

The first two are dealt with in the New York State Banking Department's
Supervisory Procedure G-107. However, the Federal law distinguishes between
mortgages originated and mortgages purchased by the reporting bank. New York
State is attempting to use the Federal definition retroactively, in order to

maintain the exemption of state-chartered institutions from compliance with
Requlation C.
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There is a bill in the California legislature to add savings deposit
data to the mortgage disclosure requirements.

Connecticut’'s Bill 1399 combines mortgage disclosure requirements with
fair lending regulations.

Washington's Financial Institutions Disclosure Act will require

separate reporting of mortgage data to the state.

3. Credit Needs. The two main ways of ensuring equitable access to home
mortgage credit are: (a) requiring financial institutions to meet the credit
needs of their service areas as well as their deposit needs, and (b) ensur-
ing that lending is fair and non-discriminatory.

The credit needs approach is embodied Federally in Senate Bill 5.406,
the “Community Reinvestment Act of 1977," as introduced by Senator William
Proxmire in January 1977. It specifically states that "the convenience and
needs of communities includes the need for credit services as well as deposit
services." It gives permissions for mergers, branching and other actions by
regulated institutions dependent upon compliance with this principle. Compli-
ance means that an institution must "delineate the primary savings service area
of the deposit facility," where such a service area is defined as "a compact
area contiguous to a deposit facility from which such facility obtains or
expects to obtain more than one-half of its deposit customers."” It must
then show how it is meeting area credit needs. For example, on a proposed new
facility, it must "indicate the proportion of consumer deposits (any deposit
less than $100,000 owned by individuals) obtained from individuals residing
in the primary savings service area by the deposit facility that will be re-

invested in that area."
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A bill is being introduced in the I1linois legislature to deal with
foreclosure. As part of their obligation to service credit needs in their
area, bankers would be required to exercise "forebearance" in the event that
a borrower misses a payment. Forebearance means offering the delinquent debtor
an alternative to foreclosure: making up the late payment either immediately
or over the remaining term of the loan. At the insistence of bankers, the
bill is tied to shortening the redemption period for foreclosed property to

avoid vandalism.

Massachusetts is attempting to reform its mutual savings banks elections
to make trustees more responsible to depositors.

The New York State Banking Department has been petitioned by the New
York Public Interest Research Group to amend Supervisory Policies 5B2 and 5L2
to add to the requirements for new branches that "the applicant satisfies the
need for mortgage and home imporvement loans in its existing service areas.”

The Department is also preparing a proposal to change the voting procedures
of mutual savings banks, to make them more responsive to depositors' credit needs.
Mutuals have democratic-sounding charters but in practice their boards of directors
are self-perpetuating. Details of the New York State proposal were not yet
available to COMP, but the following are the kinds of proposals that have been
discussed.

Banks could be required to make available data on board meetings and
executive compensation schedules, and their voting procedures could be modified
to mandate broader depositor participation. Bank elections could be monitored
by requiring annual solicitation of proxies and notice of meetings and election
and nomination of trustees through open meetings. Conversion to stock association
could be prohibited unless the institution can demonstrate a credit advantage to
the neighborhood. Voting could be limited to residents of institution's

primary service area.

88-032 O = 17 = 14
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4. Fair Lending. California, the leader in introduction of Fair Lending

regulations, is proposing to go a step further, to require that real estate
agents and brokers present prospective home buyers with a range of financial al-
ternatives. The regulations would be administered by the Business and Trans-
portation Agency's Department of Real Estate,

Another important proposed change in California's regulations would
require that banks advertise residential lending along with deposit services
as part of an "affirmative marketing plan." The plan might entail publication
of disclosure data quarterly, with a summary going to all depositors.

In 11linois, community groups are concerned about the lack of enforcement
provisions in the existing Fairness in Lending Act. The Metropolitan Area Housing
Alliance has developed a bill, introduced by Rep. Michael Holewinski, which
would: require a financial institution to give written notice to an applicant
of his or her rejection for a mortgage loan; would define reasons for rejection
which would not violate the law; would establish a mortgage review board to
review complaints administratively and recommend to the Attorney General when
prosecution of the bank seems appropriate; and, finally, would provide for
damages to the rejected applicant and mandate an affirmative marketing plan
for the offending bank.

Connecticut has a fair lending bill under consideration, # 1399, combined
with mortgage disclosure,

Nebraska is considering legislation which would require lenders to
provide equal opportunity to applicants "on an individual basis."

Michigan's proposed fair lending bill would be extended to cover the
appraisal process, to ensure that appraisals are not discriminatory.

Pennsylvania's Legislature's Business and Commerce Committee has been

working on a fair lending bill,
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Washington's proposed Financial Institutions Disclosure Act prohibits the

"unfair practice" of using neighborhood considerations deciding whether to make
a mortgage loan.

5. Mortgage Review. Mortgage review procedures are incorporated in the fair

lending law proposed in I11inois, and the mortgage disclosure law proposed
in Michigan.
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6. Mortgage Support. At the Federal level, the U.S. League of Savings Associations
has been promoting the idea of greatly expanded coinsurance programs, which would
mean government insurance of high-risk areas. The reaction of an anti-redlining
activist at National People's Action to this proposal is: "This legalizes red-
lining. They want government insurance to meet the supposedly non-existent demand
for mortgage loans in redifned areas. It's another HUD." The proposed coinsurance
program would require higher interest from borrowers and exemption from state

usury and forbearance Taws.

State fnitiatives in this area involve refunding housing finance agencies
which purchase mortgages or make “"loans to lenders." A fypica1 state official's
reaction is that of New York Housinc and Community Renewal Commissioner John G. Heimann
who favors the U.S. League of Savings Assocfation's coinsurance program and an
increase in the usury ceiling. MHe points out that New York's ceiling {one of the
lowest in the country) harms high-risk areas in the state the most since, with a
Timited supply of credit and no bidding for funds, the most secure areas receive

highest priority.

7. Direct Programs. To ameliorate some of the adverse effects of Federal housing
programs, it has been proposed that neighborhoods and cities be given full stand-
ing to petition HUD and sue the FHA or the Veterans Administration (VA) under
certain conditions. An example would be when it can be reasonably alleged that
there is undue concentration of FHA or VA-insured low-income lending to the detri-
ment of a neighborhood. This suit would be especially important in the context
of unregulated mortgage banking practices which use Federal guarantees to lend
indiscriminately, and then contribute to neighborhood blight with fast fore-
closure procedures. Another proposal is that HUD and VA be required to obtain
certification of rejection by a conventional lender before making a subsidized

residential loan.
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California is considering a turnkey program for rehabilitation of
older housing. Under this system the money for the rehabiiitation will be
advanced to local residents and will be regained when the house is put on the
market.

Michigan's Governor, in his State of the State message, has proposed

that the Michigan State Housing Authority develop grant and loan programs to
assist deteriorating neighborhoods.
Two favored prescriptions of the 1960's, subsidy of interest rates

for multi-family mortgage financing and building of more public housing, are
missing from the above 1ist. They are less often proposed by reinvestment
advocates today because interest rate subsidfes and housing projects are
seen as boons to builders, not neighborhoods. Subsidized buildings have
moved lower income people from their homes, but the goal of creating new
lower income housing for them is often aborted by cost overruns.

B. Pension and Insurance Regulation. Pension funds and 1ife insurance companies

are major sources of long-term capital. Pension funds, for example, have $370

billion to invest. Yet little of this money is used for residential finmancing.
About two-thirds of pension fund money is in stocks, and only about 5% in resi-
dential mortgages (less for private funds, more for state and local funds). Pro-
posed requirements under Federal diversification principles in the 1974 Employee
Retirement Security Act (ERISA) would encourage the pension funds to increase

their residential mortgage investments.

There is concern among legislators in the Michigan State legislature

about insurance company rediining, but no bil1ls had been introduced at the time
of COMP's survey.
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9. Community Banks. Although the Bank of North Dakota is the only functioning,
fully fledged state bank, there have been proposals for state and city banks
elsewhere. MNew York is an example. A less far-reaching proposal, also brought
up in a variety of guises and places, is to create local institutions which will
consolidate Small Business Administration, Economic Development Administration
and Community Services Administration programs such as lending, coinsurance,
guarantee and mortgage market programs. An alternative is to promote local

development banks along the model of Chicago's South Shore Bank.

10. City Taxes and Service Equity. More rapid tax assessment changes have been

proposed to halt deterioration caused by the heavy tax load in areas where values
are falling. Some cities are also being urged to take over buildings with back
taxes owing on them more quickly in order to protect them and neighboring
buildings from blight.

In I1linois, the land on which multi-family housing units (more than
six apartments) are located, is assessed at the market value were it to be used
for high rise apartment constructionr, where zoning permits such construction.
Representative E11is Levin is arguing that the state law applied to farmland,
which assesses it at its market value for farming purposes but collects back
taxes at a higher rate for three previous years should it be sold for develop-
ment, ought also to apply to city properties which are not being used for their

most lucrative possible purpose.

CONCLUSIONS
Although many of the reinvestment issues are unsettled, reformers such
as National People's Action in Chicago and the Coalition Against Redliming in

Los Angeles are convinced that changes in regulatory and incentive programs to
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improve the inner city reinvestment climate cannot wait. Their proposals are

far more sophisticated than similar programs a decade earlier, and are based on

the financial institutions' long history of public purpose as specified in

their charters. Banks' charter commitment to serve the “"convenience and

needs" of their service areas, whether defined as depositor areas or lending areas,
is being harnessed to bring them behind reinvestment targets. In the debate that
is under way, an important consideration is that loans which might be unprofitable
and fruitless for a single institution can become profitable and effective when

backed by government disclosure and lending standards applied to all institutions.
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NEWSLETTER 4

Council On Municipal Performance

REINVESTMENT: PUBLIC DEPOSITS

Under the Federal Home Mort-
gage Disclosure Act of 1975 and
similar acts in California, lllinois,
Massachusetts, New Jersey and New
York, hitherto unavailable informa-
tion on banks' mortgage lending
practices is being made available to
the public.

The impetus for this legislation—
and other initiatives pending on
both the state and Federal levels—
comes from concern with “redlin-
ing’ or the allegad bank practice
of systematically denying mort-
gages in certain  peighborhoods

their actions should be open to
public scrutiny in order to permit
planning for neighborhood rein-
vestment. In addition, many feel
that public deposits should be in-
vested 5o as to encourage banks to
respond to perceived social needs.
Action by individuals and or-
ganizations to move their deposits
to more responsive banks, known
as “greenlining,” was advocated
by Chicago’s Citizens Action Pro-
gram. Key anti-redlining community
organizers like National Teople's
Action in Chicago are now demand-

because of econvmiic condit or
racial factors not strictly related to
loan loss experience. Somnn argue
that whole cities have been redlined
in terms of mortgages on certain
types of properties {e.g., multifanily
brownstones), and that this has
hastened urban disinvestment.
Most bankers maintain that they
do not redline, but reject loans on
the basis of their loss experience

ing regulatory action on the part of
Eovernment,

In fact there is a long tradition
of public involvement in banking.
State or Federal governments grant
bank charters. As a result, bank
regulation is highly restrictive. For
cxample, Federal Reserve Regulation
Q sets a limit on the amount of
interest that banks can pay small
deposi The rationale behind the

in individual neighborhoods. How-
ever, some, such as 1]. Lasurdo,
President of MNew York's Green
Point Savings Bank, acknowledge
that they would not grant mort-
Bages in certain arcas. While a de-
bate continues over whether or
not the practice of redlining in fact
exists, the obvious deterioration of
city housing has prompted govern-
ments to act, if not to curb the al-
leged practice, at least to mandate
that additional information on resi-
dential loans be made public.

Some advocaies of mortgage
disclosure feel that the immense
power that banks wield to destray
or tevive neighborhuads should be
brought under  public  control.
ihers, more modurate, think that

resulting artificially low interest on
savings (and the %% diffcrential
allowed to savings institutions) is
that potential mortgage lenders
will have access to low-cost savings
and can continue to make avail-
able low-cost loans for housing.
Anti-redlining activists argue with
some cogency that banks have
eaten the carrol without budging—
realizing the advantages of Regula-
tion Q without being moved in the
mortage investment direction
sought by the regulators.

On the municipal level, former
New Yorl City Finance Adminis-
trater Roy M. Goodman introdne
social vonsiderations in city invest-
ing as long as ten years ago. His
approach was to deposit city funds

© 1977 by the Council On Municipa! Performance

in commercial banks in ghetto
areas, in return for a commitment
by the banks to make lvans to small
businesses,

The argument of those who favor
using social factors in allocating
government deposits is that banking
services are highly regulated and
standardized, and that public agen-
cics have much discretion which,
in the absence of published per-
formance criteria, would tend to be
used for political purposes. Cam-
paign contributions or the connec-
tion of banking officers with polit-
ical parties and clected officials
have often played a part in decisions
on where to place public funds.
Therefore, making the criteria for
allocation of public deposits stan-
dardized and (especially where the
potential for competition on inter-
est or service grounds is limited by
law) socially relevant would, it is
argued, improve the functioning of
both the public and private sector.

Social eriteria could include such
diverse considerations as the equal
employment practices of banking
institutions or their willingress to
make loans for pollution control
cquipment.

However, the use of mortgage
funds s peculiarly applicable as
a social factor because it 15 at the
heart of the financial crisis of the
major US. eitics. 1f Northeastern
banks could be persuaded to redirect
more of their mortgage loans from
suburbanr and Sunbelt real estate
speculation back to rehabilitation
and reitvestrient in the urban neigh
borhouds where most of their de-
pusits come from, this would be a
major slep foiward for the olde
citics. New Yok State banks ne-
spond that the state’s 1% ceiling on
interest discourages loans. Anthony



Nicholas, vice president of Citibank,
has testified that "the 8%% legal
ceiling must be eliminated.” City
and state governments need to
review such policies of their own
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out the community within the limits

of its legal restrictions and prudent

financial practices.” There are,

however, no enforcement procedures

in the lllmnis law.
4

which may hinder city reinve

ment, but any incentives which en-
courage banks to make mortgage
loans in the central cities should be
viewed with respect. Use of public
deposits is not a total solution, but
could be a useful signal of public
policy. As former New York State
Superintendent of Banks John G.
Heimann says, "It couldn't hurt.”

Northeast cities could learn from
the example of the State of Colorado
which has introduced a unique
approach to encouraging social
responsibility among banks. This
widely reported but so far little
emulated program was instituted
by former State Treasurer Sam
Brown in 1975.

The Treasurer invites competitive
bids from banks and savings and
loan associations for the deposit
of state funds. While the placement
of state funds is made as a result of
the competitive bidding process,
interest rate adjustments are made
to the bids on the basis of lending
policies the Treasurer is trying to
encourage. Banks receive upward
adjustments on the basis of their
“activity ratios” in the following
arcas: student and small business
loans, agricultural loans, and low-
cost and older housing loans. In the
competitive bidding, banks com-
pete with the other banks in their
economic region (the state is divided
into four economic regions). The
savings and loan associations com-
pete on a state-wide basis. The
Treasurer has considered additional
criteria such as loans to minorities
and women.

A more modest effort to deal with
the social responsibilities of banks
has been made by the State of [l
nois which requires that when a
bank submits a bid for the deposit
of state funds, the bank must include
a commitment executed by the pres-
ident that: “The —— Bank pledges
not to reject arbitrarily mornigage
loans for residential  properties
within any specific part of the com-
munity served by the bank because
of the location of the property.
The bank also pledges to make
loans available on low and moderate
income residential property through-

h was taken
by the Chicago (_Ry Council in 1974
when it passed an ordinance stating
that "no [city] money shall be
deposited in any bank or savings
and loan association wntil it has
been designated by the City Council
as a depository.” The City Comp-
troller reccives information regard-
ing the residential, consumer and
commercial lending practices of
the institution applying to be a
depository. Deposit information on
savings and checking accounts must
also be submitted. For loans made
within Chicago and for deposits
from Chicago residents, the infor-
mation must be provided by census
tract. In addition, each institution
must pledge not to redline. After
reviewing the information about
the practices of a bank the City
C'ounnl decides whether or not to
te it as a d This
was the first such law in the tlauotl

Many banks have chosen to for-
sake the city funds and failed to
provide the requested information.
Over the past three years about half
of the eligible Chicago banks have
complied with the city's disclosure
requirements.

A similar reluctance of somebanks
to change their mortgage practices
even if it means forgoing profitable
government deposits was displayed
in Utah where the State Treasurer,
David Duncan, committed over
$5 million in state funds to be de-
posited only in banks that make
mortgages in “high risk” neigh-
borhoods. Not one bank has so far
taken the state up on its offer.

The Chicago deposit program
seems to be working, while the Utah
program so far does not. In both
cases, however, the carrot was pub-
licly identified. The banks were
apprised of what they could gain
or lose by complying with the re-
quests for information on man-
dated lending policies.

A more flexible, but also more
arbitrary, reinvestment program wos
launched in New York City when
its Commissioner of the Trea-
sury, Jay E. Butler, wrote to the 42
New York Cily mutual savings
banks in 1976. The Treasury is

responsible for allocating to banks
the valuable Court and Trust Fund
Deposits. These deposits are left
with the city through abandoned
property, landlord-tenant or testa-
mentary court decisions. Under
present Mew York City laws and
court practices the deposits may
not be pooled, must remain in the
county of jurisdiction, and must be
left in passbook accounts which are
subject to Regulation Q deposit
ceilings. Therefore there is little
scope for the Treasury's shopping
around for higher interest rates on
the basis of the long average time
the funds are on deposit (five years
is common) and the substantial
size of many accounts.

Commissioner Butler asked the
banks for information on:

1. Total deposits, within New

York City and outside New York

City.

2. Dollar volume of mortgages

by location (inside and am‘sﬂr

New York City).

3. Dollar volume of mortgages

within depressed New York City

areas,

4. Loans to restoration corpora-

tions.

5. Whether the bank handles

food stamps,

Savings banks were singled out
because ten times more of their
money is in mortgages than com-
mercial banks' money: 67% of as-
sets vs. 7%, respectively. In New
York State they hold $45 billion in
mortgages, more than all other
financial institutions  (including
insurance companies and pension
funds) combined. They have 548
billion in deposits in New York
City alone (most of it in Manhat-
tan), compared to the $53 billion
total assets of Citibank, the sacond
largest bank in the world.

Commissioner Butler's intention
was to direct the city's money to
banks whlch show greater social

bility in add New
York's mortgage necds. Fiftcen of
the 42 banks failed to respond to
his questionnaire, with one, Amer-
ican, flatly refusing to cooperate.

COMP analyzed the data from
the responses that were received
and spoke with the officials involved
in allocating funds. As an organiza-
tion concerned with open govern-
ment and measurable public ob-
jective, we propose that the mort-
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This table shows how a publicly announced incentive system might wurk. The statistics are based on spread sheets provided by
the New York City Treasury Dep howing resp toa i ire sent to 42 New York City savings banks by Com-
missioner Jay Butler, OF the 42 banks surveyed, 23 provided full deposit and mortgage answers, 4 provided incomplete answers,
and 15 failed to respond altogether (an asterisk indicates non-response].

IPLICATIONS OF MOKTGAGE FARITY CRITERION
FOR PLACING COURT & TRUST DEPOSITS IN KEW YOUK CITY SAVINGS BANKS
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gage criteria being applied by the
Treasury be publicly specified.

In preparing its analysis and
hypothetical mortgage parity ecri-
teria, COMP took into account
the ratic of New York City deposits
to total deposits, which permits a
fairer comparison of morigage data
than if all deposits are assumed to
originate from New York City.
However, industry spokespersons
caution that some banks (¢.g., those
in Manhattan) may have a higher
proportion than others of deposit-
ors resident in the suburbs but
maintaining deposits in the city
near where they work. This bias is
difficult to determine and deal with,
without census tract data on the
residence of depositors such as is
required by Chicago.

The index that COMP created
divides NYC mortgages to total

gages by NYC d to total
deposits. If more deposits come
from outside New York City, one
could expect more mortgage loans
to be made outside the city. Only
the two Richmond County banks
take in all their deposits from New
Yorkers. In all of the other instances
the index adjusts the ratio of New
York City mortgages to total mort-
gages upward to reflect the subur-
ban source of some of their deposits.
Data on New York City morlgages
are now public for all New York
banks under Regulation G-107 of
the New York State Banking De-
partment. Each bank must main-
tain, by census tract, a breakdown
of the different types of mortgage
loans it has made. Deposit informa-
tion is also collected, but (in con-
trast to Chicago where it is public)
is being treated by the state as con-
fidential. However, Deputy Super-
intendent of Banks William Wood-
ward Il says, “This decision is sub-
ject to review.”

COMP's hypothetical mortgage
criteria, shown in Table 1, use the
following decision rules:

1. Eliminate from consideration
for new deposits those banks
which do not respond to the
Treasury's request for informa-
tion on deposits,

2. Eliminate from consideration
banks which have less than 25%
of their mortgages within New
York City, after dividing the
mortgage ratio by the propor-
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tion of toral deposits from ity
souit

3. Ailow 2 iarget of $7,000 in

Court and Trust Fund deposits

for every 31 miltion in Naw York

City imnigages.

The target deposit levels which
would result from this procedure
could be used in conjunction with
other factors such as the services
provided by the different banks in
handling accounts, and whether
they are opening or closing branches
in declining neighborhoods. Public
standards for other criteria could
also be specified.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Public deposits are by themselves
not the answer to disinvestment,
but they can be an important part
of a solution, especially if there is
public support for banks which are
making an effort to make city mort-
gages. It would help individuals
seeking guidance on making deposits
if state and local governnicnts were
to move toward more open social
criteria for allocation of public
deposits. Competitive bids for
interest yield and service provided
should remain the basic criteria for
deposits, but social criteria become
especially impartant where deposits
are subject to Regulation Q or other
yield limitations. A key social fac-
tor is the proportion of mortgage
loans made by a bank within the
area from which its deposits are
drawn. In New York City and other
municipalities such a criterion could
be applied in the following way:
1. Where ncither Federal, state
nor local disclosure requirements
make public the source of de-
posits, send out an annual ques-
tionnaire to area banks interested
in public deposits, requesting
information on the residence of
depositors by census track. Ex-
clude from consideration banks
that do not respond.
2. If the city is concerned about
loans to depressed areas and
wants to give “extra credit” for
loans in these areas, it should
spucify the census tracts to be
counted as being depressed, and
should ask about the average
length of mortgages and average
downpayments.
3. Make public the questionnaire
results and the criteria by which
public deposits are to be allocated.

In addition to nse of mortgage
data the published criteria might
include service standards (pro-
cessing time, accounting accuracy,
method of interest rate compu-
tation) and other possible con-
siderations such as whether the
bank advertises its loan program,
whether it has opened or closed
branches within the city or wheth-
er it handles food stamps.

4. On the basis of published cri-

teria, develop target deposit levels

for each bank annually and move
funds into banks below their tar-
get.

Professor Robert Bish of the Uni-
wersity of Marylard, noting the life
insurance and pension assets, as
well as savings, of neighborhood
residents (even in poor areas), con-
cludes, “Locally generated funds,
if channeled into neighborhood
economies, would be more than suf-
ficient to end neighborhood disin-
vestment.” Public deposits are one
way of encouraging the mobilizing
of these assets for economic devel-
opment and stability.

This Newsletter is the first
of a series, funded by a grant
from the Ford Foundation, on
reinvestment. The material
in this Newsletter is based on
information provided by the
Savings Bank Association of
New York State, the National
Training and  Information
Center, the New York Public
Interest Research Group, the
Woodstock Project, and other
institutions and  individuals
identified in the text. It was
prepared by John Tepper Mar-
lin, formerly an economist
with the Federal Reserve Doard
and the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation.

COUNCIL ON MUNICIPAL
PERFORMANCE
John Tepper Mariin
Executive Director
Maris Cakars
Publications Director
Membership in the Council
is 515 annually. Publication
list sent on request. "hone:
(212} 2493-6603.
Contributions to COMDP are
trv-deductible. R -




217
The CuamrMaN. Thank you very much Mr. Weiler.

STATEMENT OF CONRAD WEILER, ALLIANCE FOR NEIGHBORHOOD
GOVERNMENT, QUEENS VILLAGE, PHILADELPHIA

Mr. Wener. Thank you very much, Senator. I want to thank you
for the opportunity to testify. I am here on behalf of the Alliance
for Neighborhood Government, which is an organization of neigh-
borhoods, several hundred members from various cities.

First of all: The bill is something we support. However, we
would like to suggest some changes in it to strengthen it.

Our overall concern is not reinvestment so much as reinvestment
for whom.

I come from a neighborhood which is a perfect example of what
Mr. Holman was talking about. Many of the neighborhoods that my
association represents are neighborhoods in which reinvestment is no
longer the problem, but what kind of reinvestment, and reinvestment
for whom.

We would like to strengthen this bill so it would show for whom
the reinvestment is being made, who is benefitting from it.

To be very specific, we would like to see the bill strengthened to
give us some measures as to whether reinvestment is simply bringing
investment from the suburbs to the city, but not helping the lower
and moderate income people.

The neighborhood is more than just the territory, the neighbor-
E{:od is the fabric of interrelationships among the people living

ere.

We are afraid that reinvestment is just going to recycle those
neighborhoods, bring in the upper middle c%ass professionals and
50 on,

So I would suggest several additions to the bill.

First: The bill should include the Federal National Mortgage
Association, which on numerous occasions has expressed a clear
interest in middle income housing in the inner city.

By middle income housing, I am afraid that they mean some-
thing more than what other people—I assume they mean housing in
the $30.000, $40,000, $50,000, $70,000 price range.

If so, if a way could be found to bring FNMA under this bill, T
think this woufd be a step forward in showing the impact of
remvestment,

Second: Sort of positive criteria for evaluating reinvestment
might be advisable. I would suggest simply criteria showing the
effect of reinvestment on achieving and maintaining both racial
and income diversity. Also the effect of reinvestment in causing
economic dislocations, driving people out of the neighborhood.

Third: T would suggest there be a common basis of collection of
the data among the various agencies that will be supplying it, be-
cause without 2 common basis, such as Census tracks, the neighbor-
hoods which will try to use this data will be at a great disadvantage
In trying to bring it all together.

Finally: I would suggest—excuse me. The fourth point is that the
" responsible agencies consider some action where necessary—I realize
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this will be very controversial—to discourage credit actions which
result in destabilizing neighborhoods, too much reinvestment, or
forcing economic dislocation.

Finally: T would suggest to tie together all of these things that a
consolidated statement be issued, and I would suggest the name be
“Neighborhood Reinvestment Impact Statement”, suggestive of the
environmental impact statement.

And that public hearings perhaps may be part of the community
development public hearing, citizen participation process be re-
quired along the lines Mr. Nader and others have talked about,
~ This would be especially important if community development is
amended as we hope it will be to include a stronger role for neigh-
borhoods. They are presently not mentioned in the bill specifically
as part of the citizen participation process.

So that is the summary of my remarks. Thank you very much.

[The complete statement of Mr. Weiler follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF CONBAD WEILER, CHAIRMAN, ALLIANCE FOR NEIGHBORHOOD
GOVERNMENT

NEIGHBORHOOD DIVERSITY

Neighborhood diversity includes but is far broader than the concept of racial
integration. Neighborhood diversity means, above all, socio-economic diversity—
the mixture of people of different incomes, education, occupation and ethnie,
religious and racial groups within a neighborhood. Implied in the socio-economic
diversity of the population of the neighborhood is a diversity of the economic
base and of land use, so that, residential, commercial and industrial uses are
viewed as potentially compatible: single family homes with apartments, light
industry wtih commercial, the corner store with single family homes, the arti-
san living upstairs and his workshop and store downstairs.

Occurring within the neighborhood—that is, a small urban area in which face-
to-face contacts, personal knowledge, and pure democratic decision making can
exist—diversity is an historic turning away from two centuries of homogeniza-
tion, specialization, centralization and regionalization of residence, workplace,
recreation, shopping and public affairs erected by industrialization and privatism
in the American metropolis.

NEIGHBORHOOD DIVERSITY A8 A GOAL OF PUBLIC POLICY

Neighborhood diversity is an extraordinarily desirable goal of public policy
because of the profound social, economic and political effects it could have on
American cities and life generally.

Neighborhood diversity could help, obviously, to promote racial integration.
Diversity could help and the isolation of the old from the rest of society. Diver-
sity could help fight erime by having many different eves on the same streets
all the time. Diversity could reduce the destructive effects of the private auto-
mobhile and reduce the need for public transportation by putting people closer
to where they want to he for jobhs, shopping or relatives, by emphasizing accessi-
bility over mobility. Diversity would reduce hoth panic selling and speculation
in real estate by reducing the importance of “hlockbusting” of any kind, whether
in terms of social change, or in terms of introducing commercial uses into resi-
dential areas. Diversity wonld help to introduce human scale technology into
the city, and make cons<ervation of resources more effective. Diversity would
help restore holistic, family medicine and reduce the rigidity of sex roles.

Most important, diversity could transform politics and public life, so that each
neighborhood assembly debates and deals with all the issues in soclety, because
they are contained within its membership, not jnst those issues of a single narrow
economic class or ethnic ontlonk. Diversity would rednce or eliminate the need
for busing to promote hetter schools, for foreing blacks into white neighhorhonds
for housing purposes. Diversity would end the split of urban polities into either
reform or party boss factions, and unify both the innovation and objectivity of
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reform and the personal contact and corrective to bureaucratic inhumanity of
the ward boss at a controllable, overseeable neighborhood level.

Diversity would provide the ordinary citizen with access to decision making
and government without dependence on ever more remote regional or national
interest groups, parties and candidates.

STRATEGIES FOR ACHIEVING DIVERBITY

There are two great strategies developed in public policy for achieving neigh-
borhood diversity, based on how one views the growth patterns of our metro-
politan areas. The strategy that has dominated so far (to the extent diversity
has been an important effective concern of action at all) has focussed primarily
on racial diversity and is based on a centrifugal model of metropolitan growth.

In the centrifugal model, racial and income groups are arranged in a hierarchy
of rising status from the center of the city outward. The whites are fieeing the
cty, factories are moving out, and the cities are dying. Public policy does little
or nothing to stop or even slow down this basic centrifugal trend but merely
tries to achieve racial diversity by trying to make blacks move even faster than
the whites so that blacks will be dispersed into the outer city and suburban
housing. T'his strategy has been largely unsuccessful because it actually acceler-
ates the movement of all populations in the metropolitan industrial system of
homogeneous specialized land use while doing almost nothing to change the
basie socio-economic forces promoting homogeneity. This may be called the cen-
trifugal force strategy—forcing blacks outwardly faster than whites.

The second strategy, a long-range strategy, has been to attract the middle
class back to the city, primarily through massive and strategic applications of
federal urban renewal grants. This strategy, the recycling strategy, after 20
to 30 years of patient laying of groundwork is now beginning to bear fruit.

In most of our big cities, it is now obvious that some of the middle class are
returning to old neighborhoods in and around the downtown, preserving and
restoring old houses, creating new artist quarters and attractive and often
avant-garde shopping areas, staging city festivals, helping to revive ethnic
pride, serving as community organizers to fight erime or superhighways or to
organize green-lining campaigns or to build basement trout tanks. While this
revival and rediversification of old city neighborhoods may still be largely
unnoticed by urban policy analysts, anyone who actually lives in old city neigh-
borhoods and looks around in Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington or
dozens of other cities knows it is happening.

In the next 5 to 10 years this return to the city—spurred by the gasoline
shortage, disillusionment with suburban life, residential taste changes, rising
cost of new housing, and many other factors—will become the dominant trend
of metropolitan politics.

But will it achieve diversity? Though it will achieve more diversity—or
destroy it less to be more accurate—than did the great two cenury era of out-
ward suburban growth—because recycling will occur on an already thoroughly
urbanized base, recycling by itself is at best neutral and in the long run also
hostile to diversity, because recycling is really metropolitan geopolitics. Recy-
cling is simply the strategic replacement of the poor by the middle and upper
middle class through public policy. Recycling is not any more than suburbani-
zation an attempt to create diversity, except in an abstract statistical sense in
that city populations as a whole will become more statistically diverse if the
middle class returns.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND CITY RECYCLING

The neighborhood concept offers us a unique opportunity to restructure city
recycling so that is not simply a re-suburbanizing of the city, but the creation
of 5 third and true strategy for diversity in metropolitan areas, For the first
time, recycling puts those on the side of diversity in the position of being con-
srvative, of not forcing social change, but if trying to absorb and diffuse it to
Preserve, not force, diversity.

How would this occur?

The answer lies in the redevelopment process itself. As the neighborhood
redevelops—or as it is “preserved”, to use a HUD phrase—several things hap-
ben. There is an increase in private investment, sometimes preceded but usually
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followed by an increase in public investment. Property values suddenly increase,
often dramatically. Abandoned, “bombed-out” buildings suddenly become “shells
for restoration by urban pioneers.” New people move into the neighborhood and
these new people are typically artists or middle or upper class professionals.
At first, they move into the empty buildings or ones being sold in the normal
neighborhood process of real estate turnover. Often these newcomers establish
or attract new businesses and give new life to old ones. They become active and
actually help to improve the neighborhood. Typically, they value the diversity
of the neighborhood highly and originally moved to the neighborhood because
they belleved in a diverse, urban neighborhood life style. Up to this point, neigh-
borhood diversity has increased as a result of recycling.

Unfortunately, the diverse recycling or redeveloping neighborhood is merely
at a temporary midpoint between what might have been a largely poor or work-
ing class homogeneity and an emerging upper middle class homogeneity.

Just as racial stability in a neighborhood has cynically but perhaps accu-
rately been called “the time between the first blacks moving in and the last
white moving out,” so diversity in the redeveloping neighborhood might be
defined as “the time between the first upper middle class professional moving
in to restore an old house and the last old-timer being moved out by rising
property taxes and change in neighborhood life-style.”

Unfortunately, the traditional urban policy fights of the past decades have ob-
scured what is happening in redeveloping neighborhoods. Mort of what is hap-
pening to recycle these neighborhoods and to progressively turn them over to
the upper middle class is happening because of liberal successes in stopping the
razing of neighborhoods through demolition-style urban renewal, fighting the
destruction of neighborhood scale by introduction of public housing high rise,
preventing the ripping apart of neighborhoods for superhighways, and by stop-
ping red-lining of city neighborhoods.

What has been done as a result of these and other actions has been to restrue-
ture market preferences and investment parameters so that the private investor
now has a new and potentially vast market of old city housing to exploit with
virtually no adequate public policy controls to preserve such values as diversity.
In part, this is because practically no one actually anticipated city recycling,
and anyway, most urban policy analysts still gloomily anticipate the death of
the city and support black population dispersal as the main liberal housing
issue. Moreover, most of the basic political issues and institutions of our cities
were established during the municipal reform movement of the turn of the cen-
tury, which posed the conflict between local and regional, parochial and good of
the whole, boss and good government, corruption and technical efficiency, neigh-
borhood and centralization, stagnation and economic and social progress.

WHAT MUST BE DONE TO PRESERVE NEIGHBORHOOD DIVERSITY?

Once there is a recognition of the fact of city recyeling and its vast potential
either for resegregation of our urban neighborhoods or creation of true diversity
in them, certain measures become logically necessary.

First, and profoundly important, is the establishment of the neighborhood
as a legitimate and basic policy context for achieving diversity. This is the
single greatest and most dangerous defect of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974. Nowhere does the CD Act establish the framework by
which to measure the professed goals of neighborhood diversity. It is clearly
impossible to measure success or failure in achieving neighborhood diversity
until a common neighborhood unit of observation is established for public policy.
Furthermore, there must be a single neighborhood unit of observation, not the
proliferation of “community” or “neighborhood” oriented programs now found
in city, state and federal programs each of which establish different neighbor-
hood boundaries, different specialized citizen boards, different deadlines and
procedures—all of which further fragment the neighborhood to itself and to
anyone trying to get a holistic view of the neighborhood.

In establishing the neighborhood as a context of public policy, it must be
recognized that the neighborhood itself must participate in and play a major
if not dominating role in defining itself. This is necessary not only to define a
real, functioning neighborhood and not a bureaucratic vision of one, but also
to establish the good faith with the neighbhorhood that will be necessary to deal
with diversity and its enemies.
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Second, neighborhoods must be given a formal, legal status with resources
for necessary technical services, so that they can adequately participate as an
equal in preserving and promoting diversity, and also be held responsible legally
and politically for their actions. Thus, some form of neighborhood government
is necessary whether required by federal law, or established by city ordinance.

Third, a reconceptualization and revision of present zoning, building code,
planning and land-use controls must be undertaken, so that they do not promote
only homogeneity, but also promote diversity. Zoning for example, must not
rigorously separate residential categories by density and especially not rigorously
separate residential from commercial categories.

Fourth, a serious revision of the real property tax must be undertaken, so that
rising nelghborhood property market values do not drive out persons on low
and fixed incomes through radical increases in tax assessment between intrinsic
improvements to the house and general appreciation of the neighborhood with
at least the tax assessment increase on general appreciation of the neighborhood
being deferred until sale of the property.

DIVERSBITY AND REINVESTMENT

Finally, and perhaps most important, a whole range of new controls and pro-
cedure must be developed with the gentrifying and homogenizing effects of
reinvestment. (Gentrification is the opposite of deterioration—it is the rapid
increase of public and private investment in a neighborhood accompanied by
the replacement of lower by higher income residents.)

Reinvestment 1s now underway in such programs as Neighborhood Housing
Services, the Philadelphia Mortgage Plan, various greenlining efforts following
from the fight against redlining, and in a great variety of publicly supported
programs such as those listed in HUD's catalog ‘“Neighborhood Preservation.”

Some of these programs are so eminently necessary and represent an historie
reversal of urban decline that it may seem the sheerest of folly to criticize
them now. Yet, in truth, few if any of these programs have any inherent resist-
ance to gentrification. It has been such an exhausting and overwhelming struggle
to reverse the trend of urban decline that we never dreamed that our success
might generate even worse problems. And, on the whole, these successes have
not yet resulted in wholesale upper middle class homogenization of the “inner
city” but they probably will in the near future, if not by themselves, then with
the help of such massive reorientations of the private mortgage and construe-
tion industry as are proposed by the Forum One and Forum Two proposals of
the Federal National Mortgage Housing Association. Here a National Cities
Corporation, controlled directly by Presidential and Congressional appointees
would influence the investment of billions of dollars, have the power of eminent
domain, and direct its massive energies to providing “middle income housing in
the inner city.”

Clearly the time has come to anticipate events, for once, rather than wait until
it is too late. Reinvestment must occur within a framework that will achieve,
but not destroy neighborhood diversity. An excellent opportunity to do this is
provided by Senator Proxmire’s Bill 8. 406, The Community Reinvestment Act
of 1977. This Bill would call attention to the need for reinvestment in city
neighborhoods and establish a mechanism for encouraging and monitoring the
reinvestment process.

On behalf of the Alliance for Neighborhood Government I would like however to
;!:ggest several additions to the bill that in our opinion would greatly strengthen

First, the coverage of the bill should be extended to include the Federal Na-
tional Mortgage Association. FNMA is perhaps even more important than the
agencies already mentioned in the Bill, the Federal Reserve Board, the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation and the Federal Home Loan Board, in creating
and directing the actual flow of mortgages to or from city neighborhoods. More-
over, FNMA for several years now has been conducting studies of the market
for “middle income housing in the inner city,” has developed a specific legislative
program to promote this kind of reinvestment and is right now in the process
of conducting a national program publicizing their plans. Omitting FNMA from
the coverage of this Bill would leave a great piece of the overall reinvestment
Process outside of the unified look at reinvestment the Bill attempts to create.

88033 O=-TT =13
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Second, criteria for evaluating reinvestment should be written into the Bill
We would strongly suggest that measurement of the effécfs of reinvestment on
achieving and maintaining income and racial diversity in neighborhoods, and on
economic dislocation of existing neighborhood residents whether tenants or
homeowners should be included among such criteria. We are very concerned
that reinvestment be not just for the few who can afford $50,000 or $75,000 town
houses, We are very concerned that reinvestment and the return to the city not
be merely a continuation of the suburbanization process of creating homogeneous
upper middle class enclaves. I might add here that my own neighborhood organi-
zation, Queen Village Neighborhood Association, is very concerned about the
problem and that the Philadelphia Council of Neighborhood Organizations as well
as the Alliance for Neighborhood Govermment, have already taken positions
against such economic dislocation and homogenization of neighborhoods.

Third, there should be a common basis for the collection of these data, perhaps
census tracts, as in the Mortgage Disclosure Act, and a single agency responsible
for collecting, publishing and perhaps evaluating the data. We are particularly
concerned that there be a common basis for reporting so that the thousands of
neighborhood groups in our cities can get hold of this data, interpret it, and
perhaps take action of some kind. If each reporting agency uses its own format
and reporting basis, it is likely that this will only make it very difficult for
neighborhoods to play a role in monitoring the very process in which they have
such a great stake. On the other hand, as the various green-lining eampaigns
have shown, neighborhoods armed with the right kind of information can accom-
plish a great deal in their own and in the public interest.

Fifth, that where it became clear from the data collected under the Bill that
reinvestment policies are causing or leading to a destruction of neighborhood
diversity or causing forced economic dislocation of residents, that the Boards of
the various agencies covered under this Bill be required to take steps to dis-
courage lending and other policies causing or augmenting these trends.

Finally: We would suggest a name for these data and the procedure that
would symbolize the full intent expressed in the Bill. The name Neighhorhood
Reinvestment Impact Statement might serve this purpose, paralleling the Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement that has done so much to open-up the process of
spending federal money on physical improvements. Along these same lines, it
might be well to require annual public hearings in cities on reinvestment, as
expressed in the data anticipated in this Bill and the changes suggested here, or
some other form of citizen review, perhaps requiring it as part of the citizen
participation process under the Community Development Program.

NEIGHBORHOOD DIVERSITY AND AMERICAN CIVILIZATION

Achievement of neighborhond diversity is far more than a housing program.
It is a program to transform American life: to finally overcome the conflicts and
defects of industrial civilization, and to exploit the benefits of industrialization
by merging them with an older tradition and also a newer vision of humanized
civilization.

The Cramyan. Thank you very much.

Ms. Greenwald, S. 406 provides for an ongoing review of lending
practices, as well as a review in connection with applications to open
new branches.

As a State regulator with considerable experience and with a fine
record of effectiveness, do you find that the branch application
process provides you with the most appropriate leverage to en-
courage community service on the part of banks?

Ms. Greexwarn. Yes, I do. It is an opportunity when the bank
wants something for the bank department to say it wants something
from the bank. So we find that is the most effective time for talking
about it.

The Cramrmanx. What can you do with a bank that is not inter-
ested in opening a branch, and is not doing anything in the
community ¢
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Ms. GrReENwaLp. Qur experience is most banks do want a branch.

The Cramman, There are States in which branching is not per-
mitted or is very limited.

Ms. GReENwaLD. I realize that. Those States have many problems,
one of which is they have no competition in the local communities.

When we wrote to your staff on this bill, we said we do not treat
branches as an exclusive franchise. We have very much a probranch-
ing process.

I am afraid I really don’t have a good answer for you. We do
have one bank in Boston who has chosen, has told me, they will not
come in for a branch as long as I am the bank commissioner, be-
cause they don’t want to discuss their credit practices with me, ex-
cept through the Mortgage Review Board, which reviews their
practices. They are being penalized, though. They are not getting
into the suburbs, where all of the other big banks are going. This
bank is going to lose in the long run by saying we would rather
wait until you are gone before we open any branches, rather than
talk to the department about credit practices.

The Cramman. Do you think as a national initiative that this
legislation might help to overcome opposition to branching, by pro-
viding that one of the criteria to encourage branching is a record
of community service, and therefore a recognition that the banks -
that come in would be more likely:

Ms. GreeNnwaLp. Yes, I do. The community groups in Boston—

I pushed for statewide branching in Massachusetts, because I be-
lieve that is proconsumer. The community groups in Boston have a
record of testifying against that legislation, because they have just
this concern,
. The Cmamman. The picture that I think a lot of people have, it
1s an understandable picture for laymen, is that you get a big
bank in Boston or Milwaukee, and they are not interested in Water-
town or in some relatively small town on the outside. They come into
the community, they are absentee owned. Top management. is absent.
Local citizens think of these banks as putting their money in Saudi
Arabia or some place, not really interested in developing the local
community.

Ms. Greenwarp. That is right. T think a bill like this answers
some of those problems.

In Boston we work with the community groups, trying to resolve
their dislike of statewide branching. That is how we came up with
the idea that if a Boston bank wanted a suburban branch, the bank
would have to give the banking department a letter of commitment
to continue to serve the city, and continue to offer all of the services
they now offered at their branches, plus eliminating any deficiencies
of services in the city of Boston.

This method of handling branch applications came out of a
dialogue with the community groups and it helped remove their
opposition to allowing statewide branching. We got the compromise

of going 15 miles out of the city, which does take the banks into the
subnrbs of Boston,

The Cuamman. Mr. Marlin, some of the provisions of this bill
are general statements of policy. We can’t provide every detail of
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administrative procedure by statute. That has to be done, of course,
by the regulatory agencies through regulations, and it empowers
them to issue regulations to carry out the act.

From your knowledge of reinvestment initiatives at the State
level, are there good examples of State or local regulations that
would provide a model for the Federal regulatory agencies to carry
out the intent of the act?

Mr. Magruin. I think the best example of what you are asking for
is probably California, which introduced fair lending regulations
administratively through the department of savings and loan of the
business and transportation agency.

The department introduced its regulations through 5 amend
ments to chapter 2 of title 10 of the California administrative code.

The five amendments relate to applications for new branches—or
other changes in facilities of the kind we have been talking about—
applications for mergers, public information and fair lending re-
quirements and guidelines.

The changes spell out procedures for ensuring the lending institu-
tions process loan applications equitably, and that they engage in
what 1s called an affirmative marketing of loan services throughout
their lending area. An affirmative marketing program of this kind
was referred to by Gale Cincotta in earlier testimony.

The affirmative marketing feature requires lending institutions
to maintain on file with the Commissioner an affirmative marketing
plan. Such a plan must describe how the institution’s marketing
efforts, specifically including the making of loans, are designed to
reach groups protected against discrimination.

The California regulations have four other interesting provisions.
They incorporate two mortgage review boards of inquiry as part
of the system for dealing with complaints of unfair lending
practices. :

Unlike Massachusetts, where the Boston mortgage board is a vol-
untary activity on the part of the banks, the California boards are
part of the regulatory system.

The California regulations specify procedures for ensuring fair
market appraisals of property on which a mortgage is sought. They
specifically prohibit 10 types of discriminatory practices.

Finally: they offer guidelines for processing applications to ensure
nondiscrimination.

The major difference between the California approach and S. 406
is that California institutions are permitted to define their service
area quite broadly, more broadly than the charter area referred to
in S. 406, which relates to the source of the deposits.

The CrairMan. What is the attitude on the part of the banks?
Are they resisting this or accepting it?

Mr. Marvin, T understand, from talking to the author of these
regulations, that he is persona non grata in California among the
banking institutions, even though the Coalition Against Redlining
complains that the regulations aren’t strong enough.

However, in terms of bank cooperation with the regulations, I
think it has gone fairly well. I am not aware of any great problem
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with the regulatory procedures or the lenders’ compliance with them.

The CraamyMaN. Are they strenuously trying to change the
regulations?

Mr. Maru. I don’t sense that that is what is going on in Cali-
fornia. Anti-redlining groups are lobbying for stronger regulations
but the S. & L.’s are cooperating with the ones that are in effect.

_The Criamman. What you describe is a situation that would be
different on the Federal level. Here we would have at least four
bodies involved in regulating this, as I understand it, the home loan
bank board and the three bank regulatory agencies,

Would that make a difference?

Mr. Maruv. Not to mention the other agencies involved, like
Housing and Urban Development.

The Cramman. That’s right.

Mr. Maruin. I would think it would make a difference. But I don’t
think that it would make it impossible to administer a regulation of
this kind. After all, there are other regulations which are admin-
istered commonly by the different regulatory agencies, I think that
something could be worked out among them which would be pro-
cedurally acceptable.

The CuramMan. Mr. Weiler, you expressed concern, and echoing
Mr. Holman’s concern, that this would not really help many people
in the inner cities, low income people and others from being pushed
out, the elderly.

As I told him, I certainly share that concern, but I wonder if we
can solve all of the problems with this bill?

We have, as you know, a number of other legislative initiatives
we are following. HUD is under new management now and they
have indicated they recognize this problem and are pushing to pro-
vide housing for the poor and elderly.

Can we reach this problem with this bill? This is really a bill
that has to go primarily to conventionally financed housing.

Unfortunately, as the Harvard-MIT study showed, only a small
proportion of our people can afford that kind of housing anyway.
That is, about 25 percent of our people can afford new housing, and
35 percent can afford used housing.

So this is limited. And it seems to me we can’t expect it to reach,
as far as housing is concerned, everyone.

Then as far as the business groups are concerned, it would have
limited application,-too. We have an SBA which has responsibilities
for that also.

Mr. Werer. Well, T am sure that we don’t want to try to change
the credit market through this bill. I just felt that the goal of trying
to observe the reinvestment process should include some way of
generating the data and raising the questions that Mr. Holman and
myself are concerned about.

b'l{ think that is all I am really encouraging to be made part of this

11,

I do recognize that there are other legislative actions that would
go towards actual action on this issue. But I think since the purpose
Is to generate a sense of awareness and to generate information that
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this could be an important factor included in the process of generat-
m%‘awareness and data.

he CHAmMAN. Mr. Connell, you stressed that the quality of
banking service should include not just gross loans or deposits, but

particular types of loans. .

I think you make a good point. In other words, if a bank is doing
a vigorous job of promoting credit cards in the local community
at 18-percent interest that is one thing; if they are promoting mort-

that is something different.

Do you think this legislation could be more precise on the ques-
tion of what is to be encouraged, without getting into the credit
allocation situation, which would be hard, I think, to get passed.

Mr. Connerr. I think certainly language could be put in the re-
port that would direct the agencies to consider various Govern-
ment programs to facilitate the credit being granted in particular
areas.

_ After all, when you think of the student loan program in Connec-
ticut, 50 percent guaranteed by the Federal Government, 50 percent
by the State government, and the interest rate is subsidized, there
is no risk, and a good return.

‘The Connecticut housing finance authority programs not only deal
with low- and moderate-income housing, but also provide for pur-
chase of homes by people of greater means and who might relocate
in the city in certain areas.

Although that can conflict with some people’s ideas of what should
happen in the cities, it is a very complicated and complex issue.
But there are many many programs to be dealt with.

I would probably rather see it in the report langmage but I do
think this bill needs to be broadened to deal with other services as
well. T would rather see it in the report language, so they could
develop their criteria over a period of time. '

Right now the statute says nothing but shall approve a branch.

The Camman. Ms, Greenwald, your testimony indicates you have
done a lot of what we have in mind in this bill administratively
under your general public interest authority.

Do you think that the Federal agencies could go and do likewise,
follow your lead, or is there some legal constraint on that?

Ms. Greenwarp. I really am not an expert on that. I would
assume that they could do so administratively, but I am not sure
that there is not something in the law. I can’t imagine that there
is, but T am not a legal expert on that point.

It seems to me you can do a great deal with administrative author-
ity. T am sure they could have public hearings and invite the com-
munities, not just give notice to the banks. That I am sure of.

The Crnammman. At any rate, this bill would strengthen their
hand.

Ms. Greenwarp. Yes, it would.

The Cuamrman. Table 1 in your testimony reflects that the poorer
communities—I take it the poorer communities, T am. not as familiar
with Boston any more as I used to be. I spent 5 vears there, but
I am not sure I can remember. At any rate, I would construe it to

+y
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mean the poorer communities are least likely to get their mortgage
financing from banks and savings institutions.

Your statement indicates this is not for lack of demand, but
rather because the banks discourage, or at least don’t encourage,
applications from these neighborhoods.

You point out they get it from private mortgage companies, which
charge higher interest and have shorter terms, and, therefore, the
monthly payments are a great deal higher.

Do you have any evidence that loans made in the neighborhoods
with the low percentage of bank loans are necessarily more risky ¢

Ms. GreeNwaLp. Just the opposite, actually.

The Cramuman. If not, what motivates banks to avoid these areas?

If it is less risky—
. Ms. Greenwarp. I wouldn’t say less risky. I would say the risk
13 not greater. Our evidence is the foreclosure rate is around 2 per-
cent on conventional mortgages anywhere in the city of Boston by
census tract. It is one thing to get the data and it is another thing
to have perceptions.

I think when we have told that to banks they didn’t believe it,
and they now have our data to look at and canlet it sink in. Be-
cause I think their perception is different than that. We have run
into the problem, I think this has been shown in other cities also—

The Cramman. Do you think it is true of the smaller cities too,
that they are also as out of touch with reality? A big city like
Boston, I imagine there is perhaps less understanding of the poten-
tial than there would be in a city like Brockton or Springfield.

Ms. Greenwarn. Well, we have some feeling that what has
actually happened in cities like Springfield and Brockton is they
are so afraid of having a repetition of the public outery that hap-
pened in Boston, there has been more action by the banks there to
forestall having it brought upon them by the community groups.

So I think the stimulus didn’t come from their size, but from
seeing an example within the State, that you have to deal with
this, so you might as well deal with it now before it hits you.

One thing we have come across is appraisal practices and guide-
books that have a bias in them which is completely outdated, if it
was ever true. I am not sure it was ever true. It is the notion that
neighborhoods have a life cycle like a human being, that after a
certain number of years a neighborhood inevitably declines, and
it will certainly inevitably decline if it is not a homogeneous
neighborhood. B .

So that if we have different ethnic groups moving in, or different
land use, this necessarily will mean it is a riskier place to loan. This
is right in the appraisal handbooks, right in the guidebooks.

Yesterday, we had a discussion meeting with bankers, appraisers
and community groups, and with Darel Grothaus from Seattle, to
talk about this whole perception of the appraisal process, and what
it says about neighborhoods. .

What came out of that meeting, and also data we gathered, is
that it is a completely erroneous impression. What it says is that T
cannot use today’s market value to tell me what the appraised value
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of this house should be, because I am looking into the future and
inevitably there will be a decline in this neighborhood, and I, the
bank, hold a mortgage for 20 years and I don’t have to know what
housing is worth today, I have to make a forecast about what it will
be worth 25 years from now.

Here is where the appraisal process brings in misconceptions. If
blacks are moving into a neighll))orhood or Italians are moving into
a neighborhood, that makes 1t heterogeneous and therefore, makes
it less desirable and the appraiser will downgrade the value of the
property.

We tried to show the banks that in truth, probably because of
inflation—and inflation is something we have consistently had in
this country, although we can argue about whether it is 5 percent
or 2 percent, but inflation has always been a fact of life in this
country—that home sale prices in the city are not less than the
bank mortgage on them, no matter in which neighborhood. In the
blackest ghetto of Boston, the home sale price today is greater than
the price the bank put on the mortgage when they gave the mort-
gage, and that is the truth. Although we all say that inflation is
terrible, at least it has had this one positive effect, that the whole
appraisal process has been made much much easier. You can use
today’s market value and you don’t have to worry that the home
sale price 10 years from now will be less than today’s market value.

The Cramman. I think you are right about the prospects for the
next 20 years or so.

I would certainly disagree with you on economic history. If you
take a period of 1840 to 1940, there was no increase in the price
level—of course there is a dispute over the validity of the figures
because of the haziness of statistics and inaccuracy. But up until
about 1945, we had a remarkablv stable price level. We had infla-
tion in every war period, sharp inflation, then a sharp deflation after
the war, All of the bets are off since World War I1. we have had an
entirely different economic situation, certainly as far as prices are
concerned.

Ms. Greenwarn. I don’t know anvthing about data from the
1840’s, and T would question data before the 1860,

The Crtarrman. You are so young, vou wouldn’t remember.

Ms. Greenwarp. But I will check it for you. We had a deflation
in the 1930’s, but appraisal analysis will never save the bank from a
general depression. In that case. it won’t tell you that in this neigh-
borhood the prices will be better in 20 years. If we have another
1930 in 1980, no appraiser can tell you in this neighborhood the
houses will sell for more and in that neighborhood for less.

So that is outside of the appraisal process. But in the normal eco-
nomic cycle we have had of business recessions and recoveries—

The Cramman. I think you are right as far as the future is
concerned.

As you know your Senator, Senator Brooke, has based a very
interesting housing initiative on this notion that inflation is going
to make the value of the house increase as time goes on, and there-
fore one of the thines he is proposing is that the payments at the
beginning of the paying off of the mortgage should be a lot less.
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Ms. Greenwarp. The reason that T broaght that up is you asked
why aren’t they making mortgages in this neighborhood. It is be-
cause they continue to think that the way they have to appraise the
property is to make a projection about its value in 20 years, and
their own appraiser’s perception is that if it is going to be a hetero-
geneous neighborhood, blacks and whites, the manual tell you it is
not as good a property and therefore appraise it down.

That is why the applications are not there.

The Ciamman, Mr. Connell, I have one final question for you.

You say that there needs to be a better remedial mechanism when
a financial institution is found not to have served its community.

Are you indicating we ought to have renewable charters, a charter
should be granted as it is for a radio and TV station, for 3 or 5 or
10 years, and then take a look at what kind of job they have done?
And if they have not done a good job, cancel the charter?

Mr. ConnerL. I believe the original national bank charter was a
renewable charter. That isn’t really anything new either in banking
or the Federal Communications Commission operation.

I don’t feel we necessarily need that harsh a remedy. .

The Cramman. I don’t think we can possibly get that considered
favorably by the committee or the Congress.

Mr. CoNNELL. There are other ways of dealing with remedial ac-
tion. An affirmative marketing or advertising program. Maybe sus-
pension of business in a more favorable area for a week or two. It

- only has to be done once and people are very sensitive to the em-
barrassment, more than the actual fact.

R i

L o Rt o

The Crmamrman. Ms. Greenwald puts a lot of emphasis on the
branching and it seems she made a very convincing argument that
that should do it.

Mr. ConnNELL. We are using that approach, as my testimony in-
dicated, in several areas. But I feel that we need something more

© than that, because you wait for the institutions to make a move. I

- know we have at least two institutions in Connecticut that have not
‘ hmr;ched for a long time, and are not serving their communities well
at all. ¢

So T think that it would be perfectly proper to have a review
system in the bank structure area.

I would like to comment on one thing, Senator, in terms of values
of property and lending practices.

We have done a study in Connecticut on a rather brief basis on
some of the lending practices in the inner city. One of the problems
we found in the core citv has been that in the past banks made loans
on 100  percent appraisal basis to absentee landlords for multifamily
dwellings, the three decker that someone left and moved to the
suburbs.

The borrower got the loan without any personal liability. And
within a few years the propertv began to deteriorate, any kind of
maintenance was deferred. And I would say that 75 percent of the
loans charged off in the city involve absentee landlord ownership, and
these were big dollars, $3 million, $4 million, $5 million.

. So T think part of the urban decay problem is related to improper
lending practices.
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I ﬁuess what I would have to say is we need a much deeper study
in the whole banking practice, lending practice area, other than
merely the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act provisions. But that act
is an excellent beginning point.

In Connecticut we are proposing to do that type of analysis, if
the legislature permits us to,

The Caamman. I want to thank the panel very much for excellent
testimony. It has been most enlightening. This has been a fine mom-
ing for us, we have an excellent record.

The Committee will stand in recess until 11 o’clock tomorrow
morning.

[Thereupon, at 12:45 p.m. the hearing was recessed, to reconvene
at 11 a.m. the following day.]




COMMUNITY CREDIT NEEDS

THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 1977

U.S. SENATE,
ComMmrTTEE ON BaNKING, HoUsiNG, AND URBAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D.C.

The committee met at 11 a.m., in room 5302, Dirksen Senate Office
Building, Senator Paul S. Sarbanes, presiding.

Present: Senators Sﬁ‘arkman, Williams, Sarbanes, and Lugar.

Senator SarBanes. The chairman is at a meeting of one of the
appropriations subcommittees and will be back shortly. In the mean-
time he asked us to go ahead and begin,

And it’s no longer designate Mr. Secretary. We are pleased to
have you here this morning, and if you would go ahead with your
' statement as you wish, either read it or summarize it, and proceed,
- we would appreciate that.

STATEMENT OF ROBERT EMBRY, ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Emery. Thank you: Senator Sarbanes.

I'd like to read it if I may. It’s short and I think that it ade-
quately explains our position.

T am grateful for the opportunity to appear before you to discuss
the Department’s view on the proposed Community Reinvestment
Act of 1977. At the outset, let me say that the Department strongly
supports the objective of this bill. We believe that financial institu-
tions should be encouraged to help meet the credit needs of the com-
munities in which they are chartered, and we commend the Chair-
man for introducing this legislation. The community reinvestment
concept is a valuab%e and realistic component in approaching the
problem of neighborhood revitalization.

I T may, T would like to take a moment to tell the committee of
& study concerning reinvestment that was undertaken while I was
the Commissioner of Housing for the city of Baltimore, Several
years ago, the city examined the problem of financial disinvestment
I its declining neighborhoods and found that, indeed, several finan-
clal institutions were refusing to make mortgage loans in these areas.

a result of this study and the impact of the disclosure of these
ending patterns, Baltimore was able to achieve, first, the removal
of all arbitrary restrictions on mortgage lending including those on
2ge of housing, second, a pledge of $45 million above the previous

(231)
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year’s lending, and, third, the establishment of a committee of lend-
ers and officials to review claims of unfair denial of mortgages. I
believe that effort demonstrates clearly both the need for an aware-
ness of the very real, serious problems in the area of urban reinvest-
ment and the need for a comprehensive approach to the subject.

Community reinvestment is not an end 1n itself, but a means to
the goal of neighborhood revitalization. We believe there should be
a comprehensive approach to revitalization which includes specific
attention to reinvestment problems. The Department is alread
working actively to encourage and facilitate revitalization throug
its community development Elock grant program, its demonstration
programs such as urban homesteading, its modification of its insur-
ance programs, and its research program.

We believe that an overall strategy is required which not only
addresses the issues of redlining and disinvestment, but also such
matters as neighborhood representation, careful utilization of mort-
gage insurance programs, and integration of investment leveraging
with community development activities. Initiatives in these latter
areas have already been undertaken.

In July 1976, the Department held a fact gathering fair housing
administrative meeting on redlining and disinvestment. Testimony
was given by 58 witnesses representing private financial interests,
community groups, and State and local governments. Those hear-
ings documented not only the specific practices of home mortgage
lenders, but also examined the roles of real estate appraisal and un-
derwriting practices and the secondary market in influencing lenders
decisions. We are now in the process of reviewing the summary re-
port of that meeting and other relevant literature to formulate rec-
ommended changes in federal law, administrative policies and vol-
untary remedies which, we believe, will enhance our ability to deal
with the discriminatory practice of redlining and disinvestment.

The Department also has begun a comparative analysis of the
statutes and regulations of the six States which have statutory and
regulatory provisions aimed at combating redlining. We hope next
to look at the effects of these provisions to determine if they are in
fact bringing more investment into credit-poor neighborhoods. We
have also issued a request for proposals under which a contractor
will catalog various methods that local groups are using for analysis
and use of data developed under the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act
so that this can be distributed and groups in many communities can
make real use of this data. We hope to award the contract by the
middle of May, with verifiable descriptions on these methods due
in December. . . )

Additionally, the Federal Insurance Administration .A.dVISOTJ'
Board has begun to address the problem of redlining in the insurance
industry. This problem is a serlous component of the disinvestment
issue, in that banks are reluctant if not totally unwilling to lend
money on property for which insurance has been refused.

We believe these activities represent the beginning of an overall
strategy for dealing in a rational way with the problem of commu-
nity reinvestment.
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We support the proposition that a financial institution should
apply a portion of its resources toward the credit needs from which
it generates its deposit base. For that reason, we strongly support the
objectives of S. 406.

However: in our review of the bill, several issues and concerns have
arisen which lead us to question the adequacy of the bill in meeting
its own stated objectives. Indeed, in some respects, we believe the
bill could have adverse effects on the problem it is seeking to remedy.

_The purpose of this bill is to require each Federal financial super-
visory agency to encourage federally-regulated financial institutions
to help meet the credit needs of the local communities in which the;
are chartered, consistent with the safe and sound operation of sucﬁ
institutions. To accomplish that objective, the bill would require any
federally chartered or insured depository institution—those regu-
lated by the Federal Reserve Board, the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, the Federal Home Loan Bank Board, the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, and the Federal Savings and Loan Insur-
ance Corporation—to demonstrate in its application for a deposit
facility, as defined in the bill, how it is meeting the credit needs of
its current primary service areas and that it will do so for its new
service area, The intention of the bill is to establish minimum per-
formance standards on institutions requesting charter, merger, relo-
cation, branching, or deposit insurance.

In introducing this legislation, Chairman Proxmire said that
those who obtain new deposit facilities approval receive a semi-
exclusive franchise to do business in a particular geographic area,
and that the Federal Government conveys certain benefits to that
institution, such as deposit insurance and access to low cost credit
through the Federal Reserve Bank or the Federal Home Loan
Banks. In turn, it was stated, the Federal Government should re-
quire institutions receiving those benefits to fulfill some public pur-
pose. We agree with that basic premise. Qur concerns rest in an
assessment of the specific ngprouch proposed by this bill.

The trigger for review of an institution’s performance in meeting
the credit needs of its current primary service area, and its program
for meeting those of its proposed new area, would be the application
for a deposit facility, as defined in the bill. Because applications for
deposit facilities vary widely depending on general economic condi-
tions and internal policy decisions by individual institutions, there
is likely to be an uneven distribution of applications submitted by
institutions differing in location, size, and fiscal solvency.

It is therefore difficult to assess how systematically this bill would
begin to cover financial institutions under its jurisdiction. Never-
theless, we believe a basic principle of establishing performance cri-
teria for such facilities could be an appropriate means to establish
a broad Federal policy toward financial institutions and their re-
sponsibility to meet the credit needs of their service areas.

Also, the bill would require applications for new deposit facilities
to include information on: .

One: The delineation of the proposed new service area;

Two: How the proposed facility would meet credit needs there;
and
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Three: The proportion of deposits from that area which would
be reinvested in that area. We recognize that there are encouraging
signs that a few financial institutions are beginning to branch into
areas which have previously been credit-short. However, in our
view, requesting data on how an applicant institution intends to
serve the credit needs of the proposed new service area is peripheral
to the basic purpose of this bill, which is to assure that the credit
needs of an institution’s current service areas are being met. We
believe the bill should focus exclusively on how the lending institu-
tions are serving their present service areas, and that these require-
ments should be dropped in favor of the existing regulations regard-
ing proposed servicing of new areas. The key provision of this bill
is the one which examines overall current performance of an institu-
tion in its existing service area by requiring that the submission for
a new deposit facility demonstrate that the institution is meeting the
credit needs of the primary service areas in which it is already oper-
ating. This is the critical feature of the bill and one which, conpled
with the provision for public hearings, could help encourage finan-
cial institutions to serve the credit needs of their current service
areas, '

However, we question the effectiveness of this provision. Inher-
ently, it is a reporting requirement. and there is little in the language
of the bill to direct how information required to be collected would
be used. Further, a statement of how an institution is meeting the
credit needs of its current primary savings service area is deficient,
In our view, if it fails specifically to provide that an institution
demonstrate that it is meeting the needs of credit-short areas within
its overall service area. For example, a financial institution which
serves the northwest section of Washington, ID.C., should be required
specifically to address how its meeting the credit needs in the 14th
Street corridor.

In order to make such a determination, a Federal regulatory
agency would need information from a variety of sources. However,
the burden of proof under the bill would be on the applying institu-
tion to demonstrate how it is meeting credit needs. Testimony from
the required public hearings and data required by the Home Mort-
gage Disclosure Act could provide a generalized picture of the appli-
cant’s performance, but would not be a real substitute for the type
of detailed reporting that, although very difficult to obtain. would
give a picture of an institution’s commitment to its community.

Therefore, the bill should give more direction on what data would
be submitted by institutions, and what standards should be used by
the Federal agency in evaluating applications. )

Chairman Proxmire has stated and the Department agrees that it
is not the intention of this bill to force financial institutions into
making high-risk loans that would jeopardize their safety, We agree
with the Chairman that it has not been proven that investment in
-eredit-short neighborhoods will jeopardize a financial institution’s
fiscal solvency. This concern has not been borne out by the experi-
ence of the urban reinvestment task force experience in 33 cities.

As noted before, neighborhood disinvestment and redlining are
critical issues. We agree with President Carter’s remark before the

|
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U.S. Conference of Mayors in Milwaukee last summer to the effect
that a national urban policy should include a prohibition against
redlining. The best form for such a prohibition is still not clear.

We support the basic thrust of S. 406, that lending institutions
should demonstrate that they are adequately serving the credit needs
of their community before its application for a deposit facility is
granted.

We cannot urge passage of this bill at this time, however, because
of the objections I have just outlined. We would instead urge the
Committee to work with us to develop an overall strategy on urban
reinvestment.

We are very anxious to work with the committee on such a com-
prehensive approach and look forward to a close working relation-
ship with Congress and this committee in this effort.

Again, I want to thank you for the opportunity to appear before '
the committee on an issue which is of great importance to the
Department,

Senator SarBaNes. Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary.

Senator Sparkman.

Senator SpargMAN. I enjoyed the presentation. I think it’s a very
clear statement. I don’t have any particular questions to ask about it.

Senator SarBanes. I guess we ought to go to the last page and get
a better sense of what you mean by “a comprehensive approach and
an overall strategy.” What does that encompass?

Mr. EuBry. Well, we believe that dealing just with institutions
that come in and request a branch

Senator Sarsanes. First of all, does that encompass legislation
along the lines of this legislation? If not this particular piece of
legislation, is that strategy in lieu of legislation?

Mr. Emsry. No, that strategy includes legislation.

Senator Sarsanes. OK. Now what would the legislation be?

Mr. Empry. Well, having only been at work for a short time, we
don’t have any specific legislation, but what we do recommend is a

licy, which we are in the process of preparing, that encourages
ending institutions to supply money in credit-short areas which
would include not just those institutions which are seeking branch-
ing approvals but would include Federal and State institutions to
the extent that the Federal Government has some regulatory author-
ity over States such as the amendment of the Federal insurance pro-
vision perhaps, to include more ability to look into what State
institutions are doing; but it includes more than just the trigger
mechanism that is included in this bill. We do support the approach
of this bill; that is, that if the Federal Government through its
various regulatory agencies is to give approval to certain institutions
to branch and do other things that hopefully will make them more
money, that approval should be conditioned on them showing that

ey are pursuing national objectives.

Spelling out how that is done, we think requires a good deal more
work, at least a good deal more detail and thought than is in this
bill at the moment. R

Senator Sarsanes. But you would go back to those institutions
that already have gotten their charters and which already are pro-
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ceeding in a certain way, and, in effect require them, if they weren't
doing so, to meet this community responsibility?

Mr. Emsry. We are concerned that the lending institutions that
are not branching, who are not requesting these approvals, which
we would suspect represent the majority of the lending that is going
on in this country, that we have a policy to encourage them to meet
the total credit needs of their community.

That does not include a mandatory percentage but it does include
various incentives which we hope do not cost the Federal Govern-
ment money, which is one of the strong points of this approach, that
it doesn’t require Federal funds and does have a regulatory effect
that in effect would permit the institutions to regulate themselves.

In other words, they decide how much is reasonable but we don’t
know what standard we can measure it by, but, yes, it would include
a look at those institutions that are not branching, that are not com-
ingto the Federal Government for these approvals.

Senator SarBaNes. What would be the sanction for—recognizing,
first of all, the question of the standard that they should be meeting,
what would be the sanction for failing to meet that standard for
existing institutions? For new institutions, the applicant’s are seek-
ing to do something and, therefore, the sanction is the denial of a
charter. For existing institutions what would the sanction be?

Mr. Emspry. It’s too early to say what it would be. We would
rather look in terms of carrots rather than sticks, at least the carrot
here being the ability to branch. The carrot with respect to existing
institutions, I gather they borrow money from the Federal Govern-
ment and they have certain regulatory provisions that apply to them
in terms of reserves and other aspects of running their institution.
At this moment I don’t know enough about the incentives that might
be provided to existing institutions to say what thev might be, but
that would be where we would be looking to begin with.

Senator SarsanEes. In the Baltimore situation, which you talked
about at the outside, wasn’t the commitment for those funds related
to legislation they were seeking in the State legislature with respect
to the usury law?

Mr. Empry. That’s right. )

Senator SarBanes. So those institutions really made that commit-
ment in order to influence the votes in the general assembly to get the
State limit on interest rates lifted in order to deal with the money
market situation?

Mr. EmBrY. Some institutions had already made the commitment
before that issue came up. That issue did help to persuade some of
the more reluctant lenders to join in. They have since reviewed that
commitment annually with no legislative threat, the usury prob'em
already having been resolved as far as they are concerned, but that
certainly was an important factor, i

Senator SarBanes. Of course, that annual renewal is interesting
because I gather that their experience, as a consequence of channel-
ing those funds differently, tends to be much more positive than I
guess they anticipated or feared before they ever made it. )

Mr. Emery. I think that is probably the most important point.
There is a question of definition between those who are advocating
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increased lending and those who are resisting. Those who are restist-
ing it continually cite the example of neighborhoods that are in
complete decay; welfare families wanting to borrow money. They
contend that to lend in such areas would drive them into bank-
ruptey or certainly into financial irresponsibility. The advocates for
increased responsiveness are not talking about those situations. What
they are talking about are neighborhoods where loans are perfectly
reasonable, although perhaps not as attractive as the larger loans in
the suburban areas, but are certainly reasonable, responsible loans.

The NHS experience of the Federal Home Loan Bank Board has
indicated that the voluntary action by Federal savings and loans
that have been able to extend their activities into areas that the
previously weren’t active in, have had beneficial results. We thin
there is a large area in which they can move that do not include
areas of financial irresponsibility. I think the Baltimore experience
has demonstrated that.

Senator SarBanes. What else would the comprehensive strategy
il;l)‘;()h;e besides legislation of the sort that we have been talking
about?

Mr. Empry. It would involve, as I indicated, the insurance prob-
lems in cities, fire insurance problems that many areas are having,
and other aspects of insurance that are restricting reinvestment in
cities,

It would involve neighborhood organizations and strengthening
them, but I cannot indicate the total magnitude of this study because
we are just starting it over the next few weeks.

Senator SArBaNEs. Senator Lugar.

Senator Lucar. No questions.

Senator SarBanes. What’s your response to the argument that—
how do we deal with the question—I guess the 14th Street corridor
is your answer—but how do you deal with the question that they
will service their credit area, but they would define that credit area
in such broad terms as still essentially to channel funds into the top
part of the spectrum and ignore the balance of it? )

Mr. Emsry. That is a point we were trying to make, that T think
that the representatives of the Federal Home Loan Bank Board will
make, among others. It is the definitional question, the approach of
looking where the depositors come from and drawing a circle around
it or an oblong or a square or triangle, whatever it might be. We
don’t really think that addresses the question of servicing the com-
munity needs. .

The first thing is what community needs are we talking about?
Are we talkng about elderly? Are we talking about blacks, Puerto
Ricans, women, middle class, moderate income? There are a lot of
community needs that are included with that aefinition. )

We assume that the community need this legislation is addressing
itself to, and I believe the explanatory language malkes this clear, is
areas that are credit short, areas that are redlined, and that has
been the prime thrust in this area for some time. We think the prob-
ably more useful focus is to determine how lending institutions are
servicing credit short areas than areas from which their depositors
come, and how you define those credit short areas, what standard
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you use in determining whether they are or are not adequately serv-
1cing that area, we think requires a great deal more thought before
legislation is passed.

‘Senator Sarsaxzs. Iow do you define it in the Baltimore situation
which you outlined before? Where did they make their commitment?

Mr. Exery. They made their commitment in the city and we mon-
itored it every year to see whether by census tract those areas that
were reasonable risks from our point of view in terms of the average
income, age of the housing, price of the housing and so forth—
whether loans were going into those areas. But we did not define
certain areas of the city and we also had a complaint committee
which we could do locally but perhaps is tough to do under this
Federal legislation.

Anybody anywhere in the city or any community group that
thought it was being shortchanged bv lending institutions could
come to that committee and the bank should accept those loans that
we thought were reasonable on a rotating basis—the banks and the
other lending institutions.

We did not draw specific lines around specific neighborhoods but
I gather that is what 1s intended here. T think there needs to be
some kind of predictability for a lending institution coming in
asking for something as to what standard it has to meet. Maybe
this cannot be done and only a public hearing is required where

_evervbody states what they have to state and “the regulators rule.
but since there is court review in this there may be some judicial
requirements for inereased specificity.,

We think to the extent that it can be arrived at, it should be,

Senator Sarpanes. Well. we want to thank you, Mr. Secretary.
very much for some very helpful testimony.

Mr. Exmery. Thank vou.

Senator Sareaxes. Mr. Marston, if vou could come forward we
would be happy to hear from you now. You can proceed as yon
choose. We have your statement, and it’s a lengthy one. and if vou
choose to summarize it. and then go to questions that might be help-
ful. Or, if vou wish. follow it as you have submitted it.

STATEMENT OF GARTH MARSTON, CHAIRMAN, FEDERAL HOME
LOAN BANK BOARD, ACCOMPANIED BY DONALD M. KAPLAN,
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ECONOMIC RESEARCH; ROBERT S. WAR-
WICK, ACTING DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF HOUSING AND URBAN
AFFAIRS; AND STEPHEN M. EGE, ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL

My, Marsrox. Mr. Chairman, it's a 10.000 word statement. Where-
as T think it is extremely well done

Senator Sarnaxes. Essentially. a book. yes.

Mr, Marsrox. T think it would be best and appreciated by all of
us here if T simply submitted it. for the record. There are copies I
believe now and T think you have some other copies coming and per-
haps T would just summarize and T w ill try to move a,long very
quickly and summarize what we believe to be the key points, and
then try to answer any questions that you have,




239

Senator SarBanes. Fine. Without objection, the statement as sub-
mitted will be included in the record. Why don’t you go ahead and

proceed ?
[Complete statement follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF GARTH MARSTON, CHAIRMAN, FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK
Boagrp

Good morning, Mr. Chairman. The Federal Home Loan Bank Board welcomes
this opportunity to discuss with the Committee the proposed Community Rein-
vestment Act (S. 408). In my testimony I propose to discuss how the Board is
currently processing deposit facility applications, to outline some of the specific
consumer credit problems which S. 406 may be intended to address, and to point
out how the mechanisms proposed in 8. 406 to encourage more active lender serv-
icing of community needs may or may not bring about the desired results.

S. 406 would require the four Federal financial regulatory agencies to see that
their regulated institutions are “encouraged” to meet not only the depositary, but
also the credit needs of their local communities. The mechanism the bill would
set up to accomplish this purpose would be in the form of revised review proce-
dures which the agencies would be required to use when any of the regulated
institutions sought approval of: a national charter, insurance of accounts, a
branch facility, office relocation, a merger or a holding company acquisition. In
addition to the usual considerations weighed when assessing an application, the
agencies would be required to take into account material indicating an institu-
tion’s (and its subsidiaries’) past performance and proposed efforts to meet the
credit needs of its existing and proposed primary savings service area. Further-
more, the supervisory body would permit and encourage community and con-
sumer testimony on the application, and require periodic reports from the regu-
lated institution concerning the amount of consumer deposits it obtained from
and the amount of credit it extended to its local area. The four agencies, in turn,
would report annually to Congress on actions taken in fulfilling their responsi-
bilities as set forth in the bill.

Prior to a suhstantive assessment of the bill, T would like to briefly indicate to
you the present application procedures and approval standards which the Board
employs with respect to the types of applications addressed in the bill,

FEDERAL CHARTERS

Pursuant to the statutory requirement in Section 5(a) of the Home Owners'
Loan Aect, the Board issues charters for Federal associations “giving primary
consideration to the best practices of local mutnal thrift and home financing insti-
tutions.” In the connection with such charter applications the Board considers
three criteria: 1) the necessity for the proposed association in the community to
be served, 2) the reasonable probability of usefulness and success of the proposed
association and 3) the question of whether the charter may be granted without
undue injury to properly conducted existing local thrift and home financing
institutions.

Also, in connection with such applications, there is a requirement that the
applicant publish notice of the application in a loeal newspaper. An opportunity
is provided for oral argument upon the written request of the applicant or a
protestant. In addition, any member of the public may file written statements
in support of or opposition to the application.

Candidates for a Federal charter must submit detailed information on housing,
competition and general comimunity needs. Data on recorded mortgages is used
to identify the institutions making loans in the loeal area. This data gives the
Board an indication of general credit needs. Information on building permits
discloses the level of housing activity in a community, another barometer of
credit needs. Additionally, applicants supply information on the savings and time
deposits of all financial institutions in the market area and the savings rate pariel.
They also describe what their proposed lending policies will be and define their
primary market. Moreover, they must designate the kinds of loans they will make
and on what type of collateral, indicate whether they will offer VA and FIA
loans and what will be the sources for loan origination (walk-in or broker origi-
nated), and finally, disclose the loan rates contemplated and the fees charged.
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INBURANCE OF ACCOUNTS

With regard to insurance of accounts, the Board observes the standards of the
National Housing Act which generally permit the Corporation to insure all Fed-
erally chartered associations and eligible State chartered associations, The Corpo-
ration is required to “give full consideration to all factors in connection with the
financial condition of applicants and insured institutions.”

The criteria the Board uses for reviewing insurance of accounts applications
for new institutions are: 1) the need for an additional insured institution, 2) the
reasonable probability of usefulness and success of the new institution, 3) the
extent of possible undue injury to existing insured institutions and 4) insurance
risk to the Corporation.

As with the Federal charter application, public notice is required, there is op-
portunity for written comment and provision is made for an oral argument, The
data required to be submitted in an application for insurance of accounts is very
similar to that required for charter applications. In deciding insurance of
accounts applications, the Board carefully considers the question of community
needs from both a savings and credit viewpoint. However, litigation is pending
which seeks to require the Board to accept the judgment of the State chartering
authorities on these points.

BRANCH APPLICATIONB

The Board has full plenary authority over Federal associations’ organization
and operation. The Board uses the following criteria to review branch and limited
facility applications from Federal associations: 1) the necessity for the proposed
branch in the community to be served, 2) the reasonable probability of usefulness
and success and 3) whether there will be undue injury to properly conducted
existing thrift institutions. Publie notice, comment and oral argument provisions
are identical to those provided in charter and insurance applications.

When a Federal savings and loan applies for a branch or limited facility, it
is requested to provide information on the thrift and credit needs of the primary
market area, data respecting all other financial institutions currently operating
there, the demographies of the community and a deseription ¢f the kinds of hous-
ing activity taking place.

In certain recent cases local community action groups sought, and have
received, the opportunity to participate in Board branching proceedings.

RELOCATION

With regard to relocation of a home office or branch office of a Federal asso-
ciation, the Board's statutory authority resides in the Home Owners' Loan Act.
The reviewing criteria which the Board uses are: 1) the need for the relocation
and 2) the possibility of undue injury. Provisions for public notice, written com-
nent and oral argument are the same as those described above,

The data submitted in applications for relocations ir generally similar to the
branch application material, although less detailed.

HOLDING COMPANY ACQUISITIONS

Pursuant to section 408(e) of the National Housing Act, the Corporation uses
as its standard for review of savings and loan holding company aequisitions
eonsideration of “the financial and managerial resources and future prospects
of the company and institution invelved, and the convenience and needs of the
community to be served.” The Corporation publishes in the Federal Register
notice of a holding company acquisition application altowing for submission of
written comments or views,

In connection with the initial aequisition of a savings and loan association
by a holding company, the National Housing Aet requires the Corporation to
cousider only the financinl and managerial resources and future prospects of
the company and institution involved, not the eonvenience and needs of the
community. However, in all other instanees of holding company acquisitions (i.e.
where the applicant already has acquired a savings and loan and is acquiring
a new one or the applicant has acquired a savings and loan and is acquiring &
new one with the intent to merge), the appropriate forms request information
concerning the convenience and needs of the community to be served.
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MERGERS

The Board has full authority under the Home Owners’ Loan Act to review all
Federal association mergers and under the National Housing Act to review
insured institution mergers because, among other things, of the resultant increase
in insured accounts. The Board uses the same reviewing standards for both types
of merger. Those criteria involve a review of: 1) the legality of the proposed
merger and 2) economic considerations, including a review of : (a) the market
concentration and ranking of the resulting institutions and of other competing
institutions, (b) the number and size distribution of competitors, (e¢) actual or
potential competition significantly curtailed, (d) trends toward concentration,
(e) the overlap of branch savings submarkets, and (f) the extent to which
rates paid on savings instruments and charges on mortgages appear to be
competitively determined. The Board also considers the extent to which the
merger will affect the convenience and needs of the communities to be served
in terms of savings facilities, types of loans available and the impact on the
operating efficiency of the resulting institution, as well as the managerial and
finaneial eapabilities of the applicant institutions.

Public notice of the proposed merger in a local newspaper is required in all
cases.

Thus we may state, as a generalization, that the Board’'s licensing activity is
already keyed in substantial respects to a showing of credit needs within the
community to be served. However, we do not establish as a rigid criterion that
an institution must place a fixed percentage of its assets within a primary service
area.

CONSUMER CREDIT PROBLEMS

We turn now to our substantive assessment of 8. 406. The Chairman, in intro-
ducing 8. 406 on January 24, 1977, made a number of arguments in support of
this legislation which the Board would like to address. He stated at several
points that in applying the statutory criteria necessary for charter and branch
approvals, the regulatory agencies have relied almost exclusively on deposit as
opposed to credit needs. As we have just indicated, the Board, in fact, does
give significant weight to both savings and credit needs in acting upon charter
and branch applications. The Board would not be meeting its statutory respon-
sibilities were it to do otherwise; we necessarily must focus on the income that
can be expected to be generated from credit extensions so that the institution
can meet the dividend and interest requirements essential to obtain and maintain
deposits. Especially for newly chartered institutions this means a clear indica-
tion of likely credit needs. Even for well established institutions the Board
expects, in passing on branch or relocation approvals, to have a clear indication
of credit needs. Thus, we believe that the statements made in support of the
legislation concerning the emphasis given to saving needs are overdrawn, at
least in the case of the Board. The Board has in the past, does now, and, absent
legislative change, will in the future give significant weight to credit needs, in
passing upon the applications which are the subject of S, 400.

The statement in support of the bill also declares “a public charter conveys
numerous economic benefits and in return it is legitimate for publie policy and
regulatory practice to require some public purpose, without the need for costly
subsidies, or mandatory quotas, or a bureaucratic credit allocation scheme. . . .
The authority to operate new deposit facilities is given away, free, to successful
applicants even though the authority conveys a substantial economic benefit to
the applicant. Those who obtain new deposit facilities receive a semi-exelusive
franchise to do business in a particular geographic area.”

We disagree with the thrust of these remarks with regard to the institutions
we regulate in several respects. While we would agree that the present barriers
to entry do create benefits for regulated savings and loan institutions, we do not
agree that no public benefit is given in return, that the charter and insurance
certificates come “free,” or that chartered institutions enjoy a semi-exelusive
franchise comparable, as the statement asserts, to an FCC station license. Let me
deal with these points in turn.

First, we are troubled by the proposition that the present system of regulated
financial institutions conveys no public benefit, or even no significant public
benefit, We believe that the entire thrust of the great savings and loan legislation
of the 1930's was that there is substantial public benefit from limiting entry into



242

and closely regulating the business of banking and of thrift institutions. We fur-
ther believe that the Congress has long since determined that the nation's mort-
gage credit and housing needs are well served by the creation and support of
specialized housing credit financial institutions, the savings and loan industry.
Thus we do not believe it accurate to characterize the present structure of regu-
lated financial institutions, as created and expanded by the Congress over t
yenrs, as conveying no puhlic henetit.

Second, we do not believe that the Federal charter or insurance of accounts
comes “free”, especially for s&ls, who are restricted largely to making mortgage
loans even if other loans may nften be more profitable. In recent years, the Con-
gress has also prohibited diseriminatory lending practices and required disclo-
sure of lending terms and disclosure of the costs associated with closing mort-
gage loans, among other things. Thus, as Congress has addresed various practices
of lending institutions, it has sought those things which, in its judgment, are
appropriate corrective actions, These laws are enforced by the Board with respect
to the institutions under its jurisdiction. The Federal franchise for financial
institutions is not “free” in any meaningful sense of that term and does involve a
quid pro quo on the part of these institutions.

Third, and lastly, we take exception to the notion that Federally chartered
or insured institutions enjoy a semi-exclusive franchise akin to a broadcasting
license, The Board in its chartering and branching decisions favors the entry of
new institutions into market areas so that savers and borrowers may have a
choice of savings and loan associations—in fact, a very broad choice in large
market areas. We believe that this is a pro-competitive policy. At the same time,
however, the Board does not go so far in this direction as to endanger the safety
and soundness of existing institutions, or to establish institutions or facilities of
existing institutions, which are not needed by the communty which they serve,
We do not believe, however, that this latter policy consideration has operated to
deny to savers and horrowers meaningful choices as among existing financial
institutions,

Let me try to summarize what we have said to this point. We do not believe
that the statement in support of this legislation aceurately characterizes the
present regulatory treatment of the financial institutions subject to the Board's
jurisdietion. We do not consider saving needs to the exclusion of credit needs.
Savings institutions are subject to substantial legislative and regulatory limita-
tions on their activities to protect the interests of their customers, and the Board
does not insnlate the institutions it regulates from the forces of competition. The
equation hetween Board decisions on applications of the type included in 8. 406
and the public responsibilities of instifutions receiving agency approval is
hatanced.

We strongly support improving community effort by savings and loan associa-
tions. However, the need for this legislation must not be based on an attempt to
correct an alleged imbalance between public henefits and public responsibility.
since it does not, in fact, exist. Rather, it should be based on the merits of 8. 408
as a corrective action for a perceived failure of present legislative structures to
meet defined “credit needs.”

In the remainder of our testimony, we shall examine, as best we are able to
determine, precisely what eredit needs the proposed legislation might be seeking
to address. After stating this perceived need. we will briefly discuss existing
mechanisms for meeting these objectives. We will then return to the mechanism
proposed in the legislation fo see whether S. 406 seems likely to help or to hurt
in meeting these stated objeetives.

There are a great variety of credit needs which relate to the purchase or repair
of honsing, Aside from the credit needs of expanding commnunities, with respect to
individuals seeking credit, there are minority citizens who may face credit dis-
erimination : there are low and moderate income horrowers who may need help in
meeting their credit needs: and there are middle income people who may not
currently he able to afford the housing they desire. With respect to credit needs
of geographic areas. there are blighted areas that need massive funding for resto-
ration; there are deteriorating neighborhoods that require concerted efforts for
their rejnvenation: and there may be “redlined” areas that are the subiect of
geographic or racial diserimination that need the active enforcement of the fair
housing laws. Finally, there is the more generalized question of whether all
financial institutions shonld serve their local communities only. to the execlusion
of other areas.
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In what follows, we will examine the various credit needs which might fall
subject to the “meeting the credit needs of the primary savings service area"”
test found in section 4 (2) of S. 406. We believe it is important in assessing 8. 406,
to delineate with particularly the objectives, in terms of various types of “credit
needs,” which this legislation might be seeking to meet, The Board in adminis-
tering the proposed legislation would be required to define *‘credit needs” admin-
istratively and enforce the legislation along the lines suggested below. In other
words, if there is no further legislative clarification of the expression *“credit
needs” to be addressed, the Board would develop its own working definitions
and impose the sanction of section 4(2) only where the Board deemed the
imposition of the sanction as an appropriate means of reaching particular “credit
need"” objectives.

Let us now turn to a consideration of the various types of “credit need” objec-
tives which 8. 406 might be taken as addressing. So as not to unduly lengthen this
testimony, the discussion which follows will focus primarily on the branch
approval process, even though 8. 406 would operate with respect to a number of
“applications for deposit facilities.”

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST INDIVIDUALS OR AREAS

The first credit need which the proposed Act may seek to address is that of
individuals unable to obtain credit because of unlawful discrimination. In this
regard, the Board is committed strongly to the prineciples of the fair housing
laws. It actively supports the goals of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Credit
Opportunity Act. The Board has promulgated regulations to implement the Fair
Housing Act, has issued formal opinions interpreting the regulations and has
revised its supervisory procedures in order to ensure compliance with both Acts.
As you know, as part of the Board's regulatory authority, it periodically exam-
ines all of its regulated institutions. To aid in detection of fair housing and equal
credit law violations, each of our examiners has recently completed a two and
one-half day intensive training course on the purpose of these laws and ways
to detect violations.

The Board has taken effective action to detect and remedy not only diserimina-
tion in lending but also discrimination in employment as well. At the time of each
examination, the Board's examiners determine: (a) the extent of management’s
familiarity with the various laws and regulations dealing with diseriminatory
practices; (b) whether the institution has established and implemented non-
discriminatory policies and evaluate the effectiveness of such policies and (¢)
whether the institution is complying with the laws and regulations dealing with
discriminatory practices. Additionally, the Board's examiners will determine
whether the institution has considered utilization of governmental or private
programs designed to aid in meeting the housing needs of minority or low-income
groups. In addition to these regular activities, the Board's Office of Examinations
and Supervision makes special investigations of complaints of alleged discrimina-
tion made by individuals, documented complaints made by responsible publie
groups regarding specifie institutions and complaints made by or through other
governmental agencies. When the examiner finds instances of policies or prac-
tices which give the appearance of being discriminatory or which are, in faet,
discriminatory, such instances are brought to the attention of and diseussed with
the institution’s management, and a request is made for prompt correction of the
unsatisfactory condition. In nearly all caxes, the examiner's actions result in
immediate correction of the problem.

During the six-month period ending January 31. 1977, the Board's examiners
detected 581 instances of failure to follow requirements relating to nondiserimi-
nation, Many of these instances involved matters of form, such as the failnre of
the board of directors to adopt a satisfactory, formal. written policy of nondiscri-
mination or failure to provide required statements of equal opportunity in lend-
ing or employment in advertisements. Other instances were more substantive in
nature. Regardless of the importance of the matter, all 581 instances were brought
to the attention of and discussed with management by the examiner. In 481 in-
stances (82.2 percent), immediate correction was effected.

Generally, the report of examination will disclose all material deviations
from requirements, irrespective of whether the matter has been satisfactorily
corrected. In every instance where the examiner believes management’s response
to be unsatisfactory, the report will eontain the facts regarding the situation.

50 that the Board's Supervisory Agent may request the board of directors to in-
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stitute correcive measures. In addition, even though satisfactory correction was
obtained by the examiner, the Supervisory Agent may provide the board of direc-
tors with his comments, requests or admonitions so as to reinforce and confirm
the examiner’s actions.

It may well be asked whether the review mechanisms proposed in 8. 406 would
give additional weight to enforcement of the fair housing laws, It is the Board's
view that the added penalties of denial or postponement of a deposit facility
application could have a salutary effect of encouraging prompt resolution of
problems detected in an examination with respect to discrimination violations.
The Board presently denies branch applications where supervisory objection is
raised on safety and soundness grounds. With the aim of seeking resolution of
diserimination violations, when evaluating requests for a deposit branch facility,
the Board is prepared to consider revision of its reviewing procedures to include
a consideration of the examination report of an applicant institution for compli-
ance with the fair housing and nondiserimination laws. It is the Board’s opinion
that institutions would be less likely to ineur such violations and would be
prompter in correcting them if the approval of deposit facility applications were
to include consideration of this material.

However, in this regard we believe 8. 408 presents serious problems in at least
three general respects. First, as written, “credit needs of the primary savings
service area” does not clearly reflect that the “needs” referred to are those of
individuals subject to unlawful discrimination. Second, since the Board's actions
in denying or postponing branch applications on this basis would be judicially
reviewable, it would be appropriate to have legislative clarifieation of the quan-
tum of proof which would form the basis of the Board's finding of unlawful
discrimination sufficient to justify such aection on branch applications. Third,
the legislation does not make clear that the Board would be relying upon its
examination reports in taking this action. The type of information to be pro-
vided by the applicant under section 4(1) of 8. 406, does not specifically address
the problemm of unlawful diserimination. Jf the Board’s view, using existing
examination reports would be a surer way than the mechanisms set out in 8. 406
to encourage complinnee with the nondiserimination laws and insure that credit
was available to all creditworthy individuals.

BLIGHTED AREASB

Another possible objective to be served by the proposed Community Reinvest-
ment Act may be to bring more money, in the form of mortgage credit, into
blighted areas. However, since such depressed locations have a myriad of complex
problems needing simultaneous attention, it may be asked whether the savings
and loan industry is equipped to make significant contributions without also
runing the risk of jeopardizing its safe and sound operations. We believe that the
answer is clear—blighted urban areas need the kind of massive assistance that
only government subsidy and other broadly based programs can provide. Examples
are HUDY's Community Development Block Grants and the urban renewal pro-
grams of many State and local governments. In the Board's view, it would be in-
appropriate to penalize savings and loans for not serving areas where only con-
centrated governmental assistance ean have any real infiuence.

DETERIORATING NEIGHRORHOODS

Another type of community “credit need” not adequately being met which may
be an objective of S. 406 is the need for financing in deteriorating neighborhoods.
In response to the particular problems such neighborhoods face, the Board has
encouraged assistance through its participation in the Urban Reinvestment Task
Force. The Task Force has supported the development of Neighborhood Housing
Services which combine the voluntary efforts of the local citizens, city govern-
ment. and financial institutions in restoration of a declining community. In those
neighborhoods where the NHS program has been set up, the results have been
most enconraging.

However, 8, 400 could be eonstrued to require the Board to make participation
in NHS mandatory, as proof of serving “credit needs,” when evaluating a branch
or relocation applieation. The Board believes that such a requirement could have
a deleterions effect since the very heart of the NHS program, namely voluntary
cooperation, would be undermined, Further, it has been our experience that when
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NHS efforts are instituted, voluntary participation by the savings and loans in
the area has been very good. Thus, if S. 408 is addressed to the “comimunity
needs” of neighborhoods receiving NHS assistance, we believe the sanctions of
the bill are not only unnecessary, but perhaps even counterproductive.

LOW AND MODERATE INCOME INDIVIDUALS

Stepping back for a moment from the problems of the cities, the Board is also
aware of the more general problem of providing credit for low and moderate in-
come individuals wherever they reside. Serving their “credit needs” may also be
an objective of the bill. However, is the answer to their problems simply tied to
the availability of credit or rather can it better he resolved by the use of govern-
mental assistance to cushion the borrower's payment obligations? We believe
that proper servieing of this kind of “credit need” falls largely within the areas
of special governmental assistance programs targeted to these income groups.

However, would the Board be required under S. 406 to evaluate the participa-
tion of savings and loans in such subsidy programs, if available, as proof that
they are servicing community “credit needs” when applying for a depository
facility ? In the Board’'s view. assuming that an institution is complying with all
safe and sound lending regulations and the nondiscrimination laws, the mix of
its portfolio assets is properly a business rather than a governmental judgment.
Indeed, the statement in support of this legislation makes clear that “the bill . . .
does not substitute the judgment of the regular for the judgment of a banker
on individual loans.” In this regard, it is the Board’'s observation that to the
extent that such programs as the Ginnie Mae tandem programn are made available
with a minimum of administrative burden, institutions are very willing to
participate.

MIDDLE INCOME INDIVIDUALS

What about the middle income person who, some studies have indicated, cannot
afford the house he or she would like to purchase? Is there a “credit need” here
which thrift institutions should address? The answer depends on whether there is
an unmet “affordability gap” between the cost of existing housing and what a
middle income person can pay. Recent studies by the Congressional Budget Office
and the Harvard-MIT Joint Center seemed to have determined that a “gap” does
exist. Only the CBO study has been released, and the Board is troubled by several
methodological problems we see with that study. Looking to the recent record of
home sales, there is strong evidence that potential home buyers have found a
way to acquire their new homes. We would be happy to provide to the Committee
a more detailed Board analysis of the CBO study, Nevertheless, if, in fact, a gap
does exist, then its source may well be in a broad range of economic conditions,
not keyed to the “credit needs” of local borrowers. In this event, the best ap-
proach to a solution of any “credit need” problems would not lie in penalizing
:ndli\'idual institutions but would look to Lroader based, maero-economie policy
001y,

As you know, the Board is presently studying a range of flexible mortgage in-
struments which will be designed to increase housing availability in certain cases
and to improve the ability of particular population sub-groups to purchase homes
or to improve the quality of their housing, or to do both. If these new instruments
when available meet a “credit need” in an individual area, would S. 406 require
the Board to impose on institutions a requirement that a fixed percentage of their
loans be made in the form of the alternative mortgage instruments? Again, we do
not believe that mandatory government portfolio investment decisions for thrift
institutions are proper or desirable. Yet, as drafted, the legislation would in
effect bring about just such a mandatory investment result.

ALLOCATION OF CREDIT TO LOCAL AREAS

A more generalized concern than the five issues just discussed, which 8. 406
may seek to address, involves the question of whether savings and loan institu-
tions should be required to concentrate lending in their local ecommunities quite
apart from the “credit need” objectives which we have thus far articulated.* An
e —

tIn this connection we note that Senate Report No. 94-187 favorably reporting the
Home Mortgage Disclosure Act states. at p. 11: “[T]he Committee rejects the nofion

that there must he some fixed ratio hetween deposlts gathered from a community and
n8 returned to that community.”
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answer to this question lies with the development of the savings and loan in-
dustry and the legislation governing that industry. As is well known, when
savings and loans originated, they focused on local community lending. This view-
point was adopted by Congress when it enacted the Home Owners’ Loan Act. The
rationale behind this legislation was to set up mechanisms by which the Federal
Home Loan Bank Board could encourage local thrift and home financing. How-
ever, Congress gradually expanded the lending territory of Federal savings and
loans. Originally, they could lend only on homes located within a radius of
50 miles from their home offices. But, over the years, Congress increased the
territory lending limit to 100 miles, then State-wide, and finally nationwide. In
practice, of course, most institutions lend a small percentage of their portfolio
on a nationwide basis.

Moreover, over the years, the role of the savings and loan associations in the
economy has changed and the industry has taken on additional roles, Increasingly,
thrift institutions have acted as financial intermediatries shifting their funds from
capital surplus to capital deficit areas. Congress has promoted the concept of
improving the efficiency of the secondary market as evidenced by the separation
of FNMA from HUD in 1968 and hy the creation in 1970 of the Federal Home
Loan Mortgage Corporation to provide a secondary market for mortgage
investments.

Notwithstanding the developments toward wide-spread mortgage market partic-
ipation there remain, of course, constraints upon Federal associations lending
outside their primary service areas. As previously noted, in practice most retail
oriented savings and loan associations invest only a small percentage of their
assets outride their local area. In addition, the Board's branching policy and that
of the State authorities generally limit savings and loan branches to within State
locations. Without regard to these resrictions, and probably more imporant, there
are the business necessities of the thrift industry. The business of making home
financing loans almost requires that the lending institutions be located near their
mortgage investments in order to properly appraise the security property and to
take remedial action in the case of a default in a mortgage.

From an economic perspective we would like to point out that studies on the
characteristies of those individuals who traditionally maintain the highest sav-
ings aceount balances indicate that such individuals are typically higher income
persons and are more elderly than the typical individual. As a matter of fact,
our present branch approval process recognizes that the savings potential of an
area is likely to be inuch greater if it is a higher income area or eomposed of older
individuals, However, conversely the demand for housing credit needs tends to
come from middle income individuals and younger households who have little or
nothing in the way of savings. Yet many communities in this country are homo-
geneous, consisting of people in the same age or income group. Such communities
will be eapital surplus or capital deficit. This means that there is hound to be a
significant mis-match between the source of savings and the need for housing
credit in a large number of communities. This indicates that a substantial amount
of community reinvestment may not always he a feasible ohjective and, given that
higher income communities generate a disproportionate volume of savings, too
much community reinvestment may sometimes be inconsistent with the social
goal of attempting to direct more mortgage credit into lower or moderate income
neighborhoods.

A basie problem with the bill arises from the difficulty of defining what we mean
by a primary savings service area and the relationship that this has, if any, toa
“conmmunity.” A partieularly diffienlt situation arises in the case of depository
offices in downtown areas of central cities and offices located in snper-regional
shopping centers that attraet customers from a very hroad area. It so happens
that a very large proportion of deposits are in offices of this type. Yet, it is pre-
cisely in the case of these offices that the primary savings service area and. even
more importantly, the community concept makes least sense. Downtown offices of
large central cities often draw their deposits primarily from those working or
shopping in the area, most of whom are likely to reside in various suburban areas
surrounding the central city. Does the bill contemplate that the primary savings
service aren for such offices would be defined on the baris of the location of those
working in the area. which may include only a small numher of city blocks sar-
rounding the offices and contain only large commercial structures? Or does the bill
contemplate that the primary savings service aren is to be defined on the basis of
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the residential address of the depositors, which would often produce a service
area that would encompass much of the metropolitan area? We would assume the
latter. The same problem arises on a somewhat lesser scale in the case of offices
in super-regional shopping centers in suburban areas that attract employees and
shoppers from a broad region transcending comunities.

Given its title, the bill appears to focus on “communities.” But its implementa-
tion involves the use of the “primary savings service area” concept, which is de-
fined solely in terms of an area from which more than one-half of deposit custom-
ers are drawn. There Is no reason why a primary savings service area should
necessarily coincide with a “community” as we traditionally think of it. This
brings out a major problem that is posed by the bill and its title. To what extent
does an office serve a specific community that is more than merely a contiguous
geographical area. By community we traditionally think of an area that is bound
together because of some degree of common local government, common schools or
other public facilities, or ethnic or other characteristics that make for some type
of social cohesion. Insofar as primary savings service areas do not always coin-
cide with communities and straddle a number of communities, the use of service
areas raise questions about whether the practical effect of the bill is to focus on
community needs.

In this connection, we have to be realistic and recognize the tremendous mobility
of the American people. Almost twenty percent of households move each year. In
large metropolitan areas it is common for households to move to entirely different
neighborhoods. It is true that many small towns and certain neighborhoods in
larger cities continue to have considerable stability and diversity in the make-up
of their population and do meet the concept of what we normally mean by a
community. However, this traditional concept of a community probably is no
longer applicable to large sections of the country.

We would like now fo turn to the specific defintion of a primary savings service
area. This is an area around the facility in which it is expected that more than
one-half of its deposit customers would be drawn. We have tried to wrestle with
the problem of how to apply this definition. The fact is that there is no one unique
geographic area around an office from which one-half of the deposit customers
will come. It may be possible to have one such unique area if we insist on using a
perfect circle, in which case we would expand the circle to the point where it
contains half of the deposit customers. However, a perfect circle is rarely an
accurate depiction of an area from which deposits eome. As a result of natural
boundaries or transportation patterns, a savings service area may well be repre-
sented by an ellipse or, more likely, by a ragged type of geometric shape. In prac-
tice one could specify an infinite number of different geographic areas for the
primary savings service area, any of which would contain at least one half of
the deposit customers. One way to deal with thix problem would be to allow regu-
latory authorities to insist on a primary savings service area that itself seemed
most logical and not merely accept any such area as put forth by the applicant.
This is not an easy task to do, based on this agency’s experience in dealing with
applications.

Another problem has to do with the threshold of percentage of deposit custom-
ers that is used in specifying the primary savings service aren. The bill puts the
threshold at 50 percent. In many cases, however, the use of a 60 percent, 75 per-
cent, or 80 percent threshold could expand very substantially the geographie
boundaries of the primary savings service area. A 50 percent threshold might in
many cases lead to an area that is quite small, perhaps with a radius of one mile
or less. The use of a 75 percent threshold could well extend thix to an area four or
five times as large, depending on the exact geographical dispersion of accounts
and the transportation patterns in the area. None of these primary savings
service areas would necessarily coincide with any meaningful definition of a

community.
The bill poses particular problems for multi-hranching savings and loan asso-
ciations. As you know, there has been extensive branching of 8&Is in recent years.

Ar of September 1976 there were 255 S&Ls that had 10 or more branches. All in-
stitutions with more than one office, no matter what the number, would he re-
quired to show how they are meeting the credit needs of the primary savings
services areas of each of their offices if they wish to have an application ap-
DProved. The very complexity and time consuming nature of ascertaining whether
credit needs are met in the case of institutions that have a large number of offices
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would be staggering. There would certainly be a blizzard of paperwork on the
part of applicants and a corresponding need on the part of our staff to examine
the contentions of the applicant and all those who may protest.

The bill also poses a serious conflict in terms of the weight to be given to the
needs of depositors versus those of the borrowers of the intitution. Given the
highly competitive nature of savings markets, S&Ls are under considerable
pressure to pay high interest rates to depositors, usually at ceiling rates. At
the same time that these high rates have to be pald to deposiors, savings and
loan associations are also under pressure to build up their reserves and net
worth by having an adequate amount of earnings remain after paying interest
to depositors. This means that 8&Ls must channel their funds into mortgage
loans that yield a rate of return sufficient to produce necessary earnings, con-
sistent with safe and sound lending practices. It is a continuing fact of life,
however, that there are geographical differences in mortgage interests rates.

Some =avings and loan associations are legitimately faced with the problem
that mortgage interest rates available in their own service areas may not always
he adequate and, in fact, may be less than those available elsewhere, There is
the difficult situation posed by restrictive usury ceilings in some states which
makes it difficult, if not impossible, to meet the going rate that must be paid
on deposits if a substantial portion of these deposits are lent in that State
Since savings and loan associations invest a large bulk of their funds in resi-
dential housing, regardless of where the geographical location of this housing
may be, the Board does not Lelieve that these investinents are non-socially pro-
ductive simply because funds flow to an area different from their origination.

As we have noted, much of our problem with the bill stems from the fact that
it requires credit needs to be analyzed in terms of the primary savings service
area as defined in the bill. Yet, both business realities and social objectives may
argue for a mortgage lending service area that is broader or different than that
of the primary savings service area.

Unfortunately, the bill as drafted is a double-edged sword. It may put in-
creased pressure on savings and lnan associations, either on their own or because
of the way the Bank Board would administer the bill. to channel more of thier
funds into certain arbitrarily defined primary savings service areas. But what
if this were offset, as well it might be, by a withdrawal of funds presently being
put into those areas by institutions that do not have offices in those areas or that
are investing more than the savings than they obtain from offices in that area?
Moreover, one community's gain in terms of increased lending is another com-
munity’s loss. It is not clear whether those who gain will be more deserving than
thosze who lose.

This brings us to what we think is possibly a misplaced emphasis in the bill.
From a social point of view, the relevent issue is not whether a particular office
of a financial institution adequately serves or is going to serve the credit needs
of some arbitrarily defined savings area around it. Instead, the social concern
should be with how well a particular geographical area is being served by all
financial institutions together. It would seem that little is gained by examining
evidence that a proposed office will be investing a certain percentage of its de-
posits in an arbitrarily defined =avings service area, if, in fact, that area is part
of a comnmunity that is being well served by a variety of financial institutions
with respect to its eredit needs.

In this context, let me now turn to the Board's procompetitive policy and give
you some examples of the Board's efforts to assure that credit needs are being
met,

COMPETITION A8 A MEANS FOR MEETING “CREDIT NEEDS”

The Board is sensitive to the need for active mortgage loan competition in
individnal markets, The Board's policy has been tn encourage active competition
among =avings and loans, on the assumption that improved service to the eom-
munities in which they are situated naturally will follow.?

? For exnmple, the Board's statement of pollcy regarding the establishment of branches
nnrll related facilitles by Federal savings and loans, 12 C.F.R. 536.5(b)(5), reads as
follows :

“Ax a general poliev. the Board encourages the establishment of branch offices and
other office facllities by Federal assoclations in communitles and market aress which
elther are not servieed or are underserviced by existing savings and loan facllities. In
addition. the Board favors inereasing the level of competition, by permitting more than
one savings and loan facility in a market area, to provide convenient, alternative cholces
resulting in better service to the publie. . . .*"
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Because the health of communities and their financial institutions are inter-
related, and because thrift and financing requirements can vary widely from
community to community (e.g., the savings needs of older citizens as opposed
to the home financing needs of younger citizens), we have used our regulatory
authority to encourage competition in the financial market place, finding it the
best mechanisin to assure that diverse community needs are satisfied. To this
end, if there are unmet thrift or credit needs in a community, it is our belief
that existing or newly organized savings and loan associations should be per-
mitted to enter that market and attempt to meet those needs. In some instances
the introduction of a new facility will be more convenient to the existing de-
positors or borrowers of an association thus making eredit more accessible to
them. In other cases, the establishment of new associations makes credit avafl-
able to a new segment of the public. In still other cases, the establishment of a
new institution or facility in an area makes the existing area Institutions more
responsive to customer needs—the salutary byproduct of a competitive market-
place,

Examples of the Board's approval of Federal charters, conversions, or in-
surance of accounts for minority operated assoclations will demonstrate how
it has encouraged increases in the availability of credit to new segments of
the public.”

In September of 1973, the Board approved the application submitted by a
group of Cuban-Americans for a new Federal charter. The proposed site of
the Union Federal Savings and Loan of Miami was the business district of
that city. At the time the application was filed there was one savings and loan
branch office and five home offices located within one mile of the proposed site,
The designated primary market area for Union was the city of Miami, having
a population of 324,859 of which 36.69, were Cuban-Americans and which al-
ready was served by eighteen savings and lean facilities. At the end of 1976
this association had $16.4 million in assets, an increase of 1249, over the preced-
ing year.

While Union Federal continued to grow, the Board approved the applica-
tion of a second Cuban-American organization in mid 1975. The new Federal
was called Inter-American Federal Savings and Loan Association. Its office
is located approximately six miles from Miami's downtown shopping district.
Because Cuban-Americans constitute a large amd growing portion of the asso-
clation's market population, over one-third, the organizers contended that a need
existed for a locally based facility which would be oriented to the specific
thrift and home-financing needs of the market area's Latin community. Inter-
American opened for business in September of 1976, and by the close of that
year it had acquired $2.4 million in assets.

Other examples further demonstrate that competitive impetus ean lead to
improved servicing of the needs of communities previously underserviced.

In November of 1971 Pan American Savings and Loan of El Paso, Texas,
received FSLIC insurance and Federal Home Loan Bank wmembership, Its
organizers were primarily Mexican-American. At the time it submitted its
applications, there were four savings associations in El PPaso with a total of
nine offices. The city had a population of 322,000, 465 of which were Mexican-
American. By December 31, 1976, I’an American had $8.1 million in assets. This
was up 9.3% over the previous year,

The Mission Federal Savings and Loan Association, also of El Paso, Texas,
received FSLIC insurance in September, 1973. Like Pan American, its organizers
were Mexican-Americans, At the close of 1976, Mission had §5.5 million in
assets. This represented a 51.7% increase over its 1975 assets.

Chinatown Federal Savings and Loan Association of San Francisco, California,
received Board approval of its Federal charter in January, 1973, Its organization
group consisted of 14 Chinese-Americans, The basic impetus for the applica-
tlon was to establish an association that would be identified clearly with the
Chinese-American population in San Francisco. The delineated primary service
area included the Chinatown portion of San Francisco of which 579 was Chinese-

American. Although there were six existing assoclation facilities in the area,
three of them being only one-tenth of a mile from the proposed location, the
Board believed that the applicant would be both useful and successful. Between
1975 and 1976 the assets of Chinatown grew from $8.3 million to $12.8 million
representing a 51.4¢ increase.
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Fulerum Savings and Loan Association, also located in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, was insured by the FSLIC in June, 1975. It is owned and operated by
blacks, Blacks represent 15.75¢ of the total population in the primnary market area.
Urban renewal and redevelopment form the bulk of new housing in this com-
munity. Between 1975 and 1976 Fulecrum had a 93.8% rise In its total assets
($2.5 million to $4.9 million).

Qakland Federal Savings and Loan Association of Oakland, California, re-
ceived a Federal charter from the Board in November of 1972. The organizing
group consisted of six blacks, four Anglos, an Oriental and a Mexican-American,
The purpose of the application was to establish an associatlion willing to make
mortgage loans in certain areas of Oakland which are predominantly black. At
the time the application was eonsidered, there was only one thrift institution
in the primary market arae. Oakland's assets reached $6.4 million in 1976. This
represented a 25.5% increase over 1975 assets.

Sound Savings and Loan Association of Seattle, Washington, was incorporated
in November, 1975 and insured by the FSLIC in the following year. The orga-
nizers consisted of eight women and two men. The savings and loan planned
to concentrate its efforts on the downtown and urban renewal areas of Seattle
by meeting the unfulfilled needs for credit, financial assistance and counselling
for women and minority groups. As of the first five months of 1976, the total
number of its market area loans was 14.822, an increase of nearly five times
that for the same period in 1975.

First Federal Savings and Loan Association of Phoenix, Arizona, applied for
a branch office at Window Rock, Apache County, Arizona, and was approved by
the Board in December, 1975. The site selected is the area’s major administra-
tive center for the Navajo Tribe and is sitnated on the Indian reservation.
Presently, there is need for 8,300 new housing units and renovation or replace-
ment of 14.000 existing units in this area. ’

A concluding set of statistics may be helpful in putting in proper perspective
the Board's emphasis on competition and how it has aided people who were
previously exchided from access to credit. In 1971 there were 40 minority asso-
ciations with FSLIC insurance, In 1976 the number had inereased to 73. Within
that same time span the total assets of such minority associations grew from
$400 million to $958 million.

We helieve that the ehartering and branching policies of the Board described
above provide a more practical and sound basis for encouraging servicing of
particular market areas than the penalty approach of 8. 408. Where special
eredit problems of the type we have listed are presented, different, specially
designed policy tools are needed. Moreover, if the Congress believes that existing
tools are being under-utilized, the oversight funection can be applied as a
corrective,

There is one final point we would like to make that concerns the scope of
S. 406 and its applieation to various types of thrift institutions.

It shonld be noted that while the Roard has the authority to approved applica-
tions for insurance of accounts, holding company acquisitions and mergers of
State chartered assoeiations, it does not have statutory authority to rule upon
the establishment of branches and related facilities or the relocation of offices
of FSLIC-insured State chartered savings and loans, The result is that the
pronosed legislation would affect only the branching and relocation activities of
Federal savings and loans, It would not appear desirable or in the public inter-
est to impose the standards of the proposed legislation only on Federal savings
and loans which make up less than one half of the total number of thrift institu-
tions in the country.? Also, the Board is concerned that if the bill is enacted
in its present form, it may cause some Federal savings and loans to convert
to State charters.

In concluding my remarks, we would like to reiterate that the Board supports
all of the objectives which we have discussed and which we believe the bill
seeks to meet.

3 According to 1976 figures there were 2020 Federally chartered associations as opposed
to 2838 State chartered assocfations,
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However, as we have indicated, it is not clear to the Board that the bill
would achieve the objective as implied by its title. The practical effect of the
bill might well be to discourage associations from making applications in
neighborhoods where funds are badly needed because of the reexamination that
this would bring about with respect to the lending policies in service areas of
other offices. Savings and loan associations might well close down offices that
they already have in certain neighborhoods if they feel that they would be
publicly attacked for not meeting the credit needs of the service areas of these
offices when they apply for a brauch in another location. Thus, the bill could
well have the practical impact of concentrating offices of savings and loan in-
stitutions to a greater degree in more atluent neighborhovods, Thus, we have
grave doubts about whether the bill ean carry out its intended purpose, if its pur-
pose be investment in “communities” simpliciter. Most savings and loan deposits
are already located in or drawn from more affiuent areas. Auy effect of the bill in
reinforcing this trend because of a perceived concern that offices in problem
neighborhoods would be vulnerable to the charge that the deposits in those of-
fices are not adequately reinvested in the service area would add to an already
unfortunate situation.

The Bank Board desires to be constructive in responding to the problems that
the bill attempts to address. There certainly are situations where savings and
loan associations may be discouraged from investing enough funds in a given
area or neighborhood because of fears, correct or not, about the soundness of
that neighborhood. Such an attitude can be a contributory factor to neighbor-
hood decline although we do not believe that this type of behavior is the major
reason for such a condition.

The way to deal with this problem, however, is not to impose a process of
application review that might have the practical effect of encouraging money
to remain in the affluent neighborhoods. Instead, the best method would be
to devise a means by which all financial institutions, regardless of where they
are located, would be better motivated to channel funds into older and less
affluent neighborhoods in need of revitalization. The Community Reinvest-
ment Act would rely for funds only on offices in the affected areas and only to
the extent of deposits generated in primary savings service areas around those
particular offices. The reality, however, is that the volume of funds available
from these primary service areas are grossly inadequate to finance the kind of
urban revitalization that this bill appears to be arguing for. The major growth
in savings accounts and credit availability are not in these offices. The fact is
that we need to tap the money that is available in offices located outside of
the affected neighborhoods or drawing funds from a much wider area if we are
to do an adequate job of revitalizing urban areas. We need incentives that will
encourage all financial institutions—regardless of location of offices and defini-
tion of savings service areas—to channel more funds into the target areas.

Our comments have been designed to suggest ways to meet the objectives
of the bill. A particular step the Board is prepared to take is in the area of
unfair and discriminatory housing practices making use of the mechanism sug-
gested by 8. 406. We have procedures which uncover violations of the fair
housing laws and we require their correction. Furthermore, in the course of
ruling on various applications for depository facilities, we require informa-
tion which reveals past performance and future intent to serve community needs.
We are proposing today that in the course of our evaluation of future appli-
cations we shall weigh the prior performance of an institution in the area of
fair housing as revealed to us in our examination reports.

8. 406 as presently drafted, however, needs clarification as to its ohjectives
and careful consideration of the effectiveness of the mechanism set forth in the
bill to meet those objectives, and the precise linkage, if any. between “savings
areas,” as defined, and “communities.” In its present form, it provides what is,
in our view, a cumbersome, vaguely defined policy tool for a host of distinet
potential “credit need” problems. We are prepared to offer whatever assist-
ance we can, in addition to this testimony, in clarifying the bill's legislative
objectives and in commenting upon appropriate, practical and administrable
policy tools to reach those objectives.

I would be pleased to answer any questions you may have. Thank you.



2562

FPodors! Home Loas Bank Bowrd
Oifisa of laduatry Davalopmant
CHECKLIST OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
FOR PERMISSION TO ORCANIZE

PENCIRAL APFLICANT S WANE, ITY, BTATE

IMSTRUCTIONS Fhen required Jovumeatation in bled in d

U bae smy rranen ang of the rryuircd docsmeaiaiien in smitred, place on
beluw, C n
sepport thi

in tenerved [o1 sne by the Desrd's Supervisory Agent. Position ihis lorm oa top of all documeats, whick

with i place an "X*" mack in Cal. A,
mack in Col. U and make raplansiory comarats

REQUIRED ITEMS

CHECK APPROPRIATE
COLUMM ANC
COMMENT A% REQUIRED

0O NOT UIE |
THIS COLUMA |

REQUIRED
DOCUMENTA.

TIOH
ATTACHED
(Al

FoR
ACENT'S
VIE !

(2

IMCOMPLETE
OR WOT
SUBRITTED

(COMMENT)
(1

Applicstica Form, FIILBEG 133

Enbibir I
A, Mapu.

B, Preposed Lacation.

C. Propesed Savings Service Area (Namavive Deaill
1. Pepalatica.
2. Renident income levels, ete.
3. Savings petential of popalation. =
4. Faisting o propoard major econdeic bane of community.

D. Lecal Savings.

1. Savings deposiia of Yank offices, cic.
F. Lecal lorse Finascing,

1. Suengib of mongage demand,

Cahikin Il -

A. Proponed Operstions.
1. Office location.
2. Capital, subsidies and estimated growih,
3. Nirectorate, management and other peracnnel.
4 ladependent grusnd-flaar quarters and fullaime.
L
6.
1.
8.

Estimated volume of business lor lirst year.
Pledge share sccounia,

Lesding policies.

Divideod rates.

B. Usdae lajery (Narrative Statement).
Eshitir 1L,

A. Possible Uadoe lajury 10 Properly Conducted Existing Local Theift sad
lleme Financing losinistioos.

Exhibin IV,

A. Characier azd Responsibilivy of Applicants,
1

2. Alfiliatians with ather linancial insizutions.

liopraphical sberch.

3. Alliliatioas with reluied barineanes.
4. Finaweial respensibility.

Exhibir V.

A Addivional Perinent tlvosatioa,
Exhibir ¥I.

A, Allidavie,

FULRD Ferm TS0
Sune 1171

k9=

IREEARL A

|

o

—~
yvoyo le
.\._.\l-x"(\.\ L



253

Appendix B

SUMHARY OF DOCUMENT: Sources of Economic Data: A Guids for Savings and
Loan Applicants .

This summary provides an overvie; of the detailed documentation of home-
lending and thrift ne;ds in local service areas the Bank Board expects charter
applicants to submit in support of their applicatiom. Ihia guide is designed
to help applicants find data sources and analy:eithe assembled data used as

documentation.

When a group applies for permission to organize a new federal
savings and loan association, or for insurance of accounts

on an association mot yet In'operation, it nust show a neces-
sity in the community for the proposed association. Exhibit
I of the Qutline of Information lists tha data which the
group must submit to enable the Federal Home Loan Bank Board
to evaluate this necessity. This Cuide is intended to assist
applicant groups in locating and presenting the required
information. (This quotation is taken from the introduction
to Sources of Scononic Data:...)

A. Maps and Dalineation of Service Area.

A(l) Delineation of the Savinzs Service Area

ﬂ!hﬁ savines service area of a savings and loan association is
that area fron wnhich the pronosad inscitucion expects to graw
the majoricy of the =avinss customars. To delineate this area,
one must louk at factors which influence the customer's decision
to save at a particular association...

1. The accessibility of the various savings and loan associations
* to the customer's home, shopping area, and job...

2, The accessibility and attractivaness of the shopping center
or commercial arca in or around which the savings and loan
association is located...

For the actual definicion of the trade area, it is necessary
to use a nucher of broad indicatdrs of the supply and demand
for savings activity. The supply side includes all of the
existing or proposed imstitutions offering the same or
substitutable savings services in an area. On the demand

side it is n2cessary to use a nuiber of indicators of tha
general level of economic activity, such as total retail sales,

-50-
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A(2)

savings in time deposits, aad employmant. Since people often
save in a location convenient to their homes as well as where
they shop or work, another useful indicator of demand is the.
nuober of families living in an-area.
- -
Thus the. size of the savings service area will vary with popu-
lation d2asity, the presence of retail and employment activity,
the transportation system, and the size and location of
competing financial institutions... (Emphasis is author's.)

Preparation of Maps of the Scrvice Area and the Surroundinz Commumnities.

Maps are a very icportant part of the application. These maos should
show not onlv the service arca of the proposed assuciatica, but
should also shos the ralation of the service area to a larger ara2a...
(Eupnasis is author's.) *

In many instances, especially in larger urbanized areas or SMSA's
boundaries of the different census tracts are quite important. In
an *S45A, the service area of a savinzs and loan sssociation will
norrally consist of an azslomeration of severzl census tracts. It
is quite imporcanc for thne evaluitor of an application to know
exactly where the bounduries of these tracts lie in relation to the

“'site of the prop:sed inmstituticn;... (Zrphasis is author’s.)

B. Prooosed Location.

C.. Proposad Savings Service Area.

c(1)

c(2)

c(3)

Population Treads in the Savings Service Area, City, County and SM3A.

This section should show the white, non-white. and Spanish-surname
population of the service area, city, county and $MSA...Also include
the ratio of customers to existing savinzs and loan association
offices (including branch offices) in the savings service area.
(Fmphasis is author's.)

Resident Tncome Levels, Median Family and Per Household Income,
Tvpe of llnusing Uceupancy, and Family Siza.

Dalapidated, Dateriorated, and Abandoned Housingz.

A table should be prepared showing the total numbar of housing units
in the service area with all plumbing faciliries or lacking all
plumbing facilities for the total and ths minority group populacions.
(Emphasis is author's.)

c(2)(b) Racial Saprecation

To_shou _the oxtent of tacial segresation in the neigihorhoods of the
saviugs service area, develop a table showing vacial make-up by
census tract... (Esmphasis is author's.)
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D.

C€(2)(c) Housing Sponsors

(This paragraph is focused on sponsors of low- and moderate income
housing and sponsors of urban renewal projects.)}

C(3) Savings Potential of the Service Area.

All of the items mentioned in Section C will have a tearing on the
current or future savings potential of the :avings service area...
- {Emphasis is autho:'s.)

Demonstrating that there is, in fact, untanped savings potential
in the service area is one of the most crucial picces of evidence
that the anplication must show. (Emphasis is author's.)

€C(4) Economic Base of Community.

Becauvse the economic well-being of the entire community, and therefore
its savings potential, will be influanced by chaages in the sources
of employment, income, and output, analysis of these trends is an

- 4dmportant ‘part of the application...

Local Savingzs.

D(2) Savings Capital in All Financial Institutions in the Service Areca.

Local Home Finance.

Generally, a good argumant can be made that loan customers will be willing
to travel farther than savings customers. A laccer arsa should, therefora,

be analyzed when discussing the potential lending arsa.

Local anortgage warkets, like savings markets, are not isolated fream natioral
ones. A decline in housing starts might be the result of high interest
rates for home loans or of a decline in the local economy. For this reason
it is important to mention the trends outside of the local area...

An informal survev of local lerndine institutions is probably the best way
to find out about the interest rates, terms and loan-to-value ratics
prevalent in the loan service area. (Emphasis is authot's.)
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FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK BOARD

APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO ORGANIZE
A FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

To the Federal Home Loan Bank Board
Washington, District of Columbla

THE UNDERSIGNED, ecitizens of the Unil:d Statea and of the community
to be gerved, desirous of forming a local mutual thrift i in which peopl
may [nvest their funds, and in order to provide for tho financing of homes, being
persons of good character and responsibility, and believing in the necessity for
such an Institution in the community to be served and in the reasonable probability
of §tg vsefulness and success without undue injury to properly conducted existing
local thrift and home-financing institutions,

. DO RESPECTFULLY MAKE APPLICATION to the Federal Home Loan
Bank Board for permission to organize, under such terms and conditions as the
Federal Home Loan Bank Board may prescribe, a Federal Savings and Loan As-
sociation to be locuted at or in the vicinity of B

in the of
County of State of
AND DO HEREBY AGREE TO RAISE INTTIAL SAVINGS CAPITAL in the
amount of not less than § from initial subscribers, or such

other amount from such other number of subscribers as may be designated by the
Federal Home Loan Bank Board, under such conditions as it may prescrioe,

AND TO PLEDGE SHARE ACCOUNTS as guaranty to the Association
against operating deficits and losses in excess.of its reserves in the amount of
$———— __ or such other amount as may be designated by the Federal Home
Loan Bank Board, under such conditions s it may prescribe,

AND HEREBY APPOINT
—— __to represent the undersigned berm-e the Federal Home Loan
Bank Board, and to receive all notices, corresy , and d relating
to this application,

AND DO JOINTLY AND SEVERALLY REPRESENT AND WARRANT to the
Federal Home Loan Bank Board, for the purpose of inducing the Federal Home
Loan Bank Board to permit the organization of said Federal Savings and Loan As-
sociation upon the terma and congitions set forth in the application or upon such
other terms and conditions as may be required by the Federal Home Loan Bank
Board (and with the intention that the Federal Home Loan Bank Board .hwid rely
upon the following), that:

THE UNDERSIGNED WILL NOT REPRESENT THEMSELVES as author-
fzed to organize such association until this application is approved and, upon noti-
fication that the application has been approved, they will proceed only in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Home Owners' Loan Act of 1933, as. amended, Title
IV of the National Housing Act, Federal Home Loan Bank Act, and with the rules
and regulations made thereunder;

THE UNDERSIGNED ARE NOT ACTING in this application as representa~
tive of or on bchalf of any person, partnership, association, or corporation un-
dicclosed to the Federal Home Loan Bank Board;

NO CHARGE OR EXPENSE Incurred in tion with the org niz
of the Federal Savingo and Loan Association shall be charged to the Association;

THE INTTIAL SHARE CAPITAL to be ralsed pursuant to requirement of
the Federal Home Loan Bank Hoard will not with the knowledge, belicf or
rence of the undersinned be abtained by borrowing on the security ol accounts in the
association; NOW, THEREFORE:
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STATE OF, .

COUNTY OF

*THE UNDERSIGNED, BEING DULY SWORN, DEPOSE AND SAY:

THAT WE ARE THE APPLICANTS in this Application for Permission to
Organize a Federal savings and loan fation in 3

THAT ALL OF THE STATEMENTS AND REPRESENTATIONS made in

this Application for Permission to Organize, signed by each affiant, and dated the

day of + 19 , and all evidenee and data sub-

mitted in support thereof are consistent with the facts to the best of cur informa-
tion and belief.

Typed Name Signature

Rasid Bus{ Address
Typed Name, Signature

Baald o : Addr
Typed Name Sigaature

Resid . Busi Address
Typed Name, Signature

R * Busi Address
Typed Name Signature

Resid Busi Address
Typed Name Signature

Resld Busl Address
Typed Name ___ Signator

Resid : Busil Address
T’ped, Name Signahu'

Resid : Busi Address
Typed Name Signature

Resid : Busincss Address

ete,

{JORAT BRESCRIBED BY LAV OF STATE)  =54=
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FEOLRAL MOME LOAN BAWK BOARD
OFFICL OF IMDUSTAY DEVELOPMINT

" CHECKLIST OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
FOR BRANCH OFFICE APPLICATION

AFPLICART'S HaM, CITY, STATE

INSTRUCTIONS: When required dor ien is bled in

teason any of the requited Jocumeniation is osutted, place an
reserved lor wne by the Board's Supervinery Agent.

** mark in Col. I and make
lorsa o top of all decume

with iastructionn, place e “X™ mark in Col. A. IT lur sny

below, Culuma C is

CHECK APPROPRIATC oo uaT
COLUMN AND Fiir g
COMMENT AS REQUIRED
MEQUIRED ITEMS
ALouiRED |iMCousLETE
BOCUMEN T A- on
Tiom BUBMITIRG | AGENT
ATTaCHED | 1cOsuEmT) (14
Applicaties Form, FHL.BR T0O (A) [{:1] icy
Exhibir L.
A. Mopa. 2
B. Proposed Locatioe.
€. Propesed Saviogs Service Ares [Narrative Detail).
1. Pepulaticn.
1. Henident iscome levels, eic.
3. Savinga potenisal of papulation.
4. Existiag o1 proposed major econcaic base of community,
D. Local Savings.
eposits of back ollices, pie. =
gs volume in proposed scrvice
E. Local Home Finascing.
1. Suesgih of margage demand. .
1. Applicsnt’s preseat origage loan volume in peoposed ¥
service men. I S
Exhibit i,
A. Proposed Rraach Operationa.
1. Description of plans lor olfice quarters. .
1. ladeprodens grownd-flooe wad follime.
3 Period ol time necensary for opening.
4. Home ood bracch oflice data.

Eahibir 11

A. Undue Injury tNarrative Statemest).
Exhibin 1V,

A. Additisaa] Perineat Talormaiicn.
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FEDEFAL HOME LOAN BANK BOARD

APPLICANT IRSTRUCTIONS FOR A BRAKCH
OFFICE

In accordance with the requirements in Section 545.14 of the Rules and
Regulations for the Federal Savings and Loan System, each spplication by
a Federal rssociation for permission to establish a branch office shall
be supported by infor-ation to show: (1) there is a necessity for the
proposed Lranch office in the corxunity to be served by it (Exhibit I);
(2) there is a reasonable probability of usefulness and success of the
proposed branch (Exhibit II}; (3) the proposed branch office can be estab-
lished without undue injury teo properly conducted existing locel thrift
and home-financing instituticns (Exhibit III); and (L) any additicoal
information considered pertinent by the applicant and not specifically
applicable to apny other requirement {Exhibit IV).

Ho application shall be considered if the applicent does not meet the
eligibility requirements in Federal Regulation 5k5.1u(b).

To expedite the processing of an applicetion the supporting information
should f{nclude, but not necessarily be limited to, the matters outlirned
below, vith particular emphasis on trend data concerning the proposed
branch service arsa. Latest Bureau cf Cecnsus data and special ecorcmic
surveys, made primarily for the applicant, locel industries, governmental
subdivisions or agencies, or educstiocnal institutions are extremely useful.

A list of suggested sources of date is available froam your Supervisory
Agent.,

Subait & complete sets of inforuation to the Supervisory Ageat st yoﬁr
Federal Home Loan Bank.

1. Appliecation Form, FHLBB-T0O.

2. Checklist of supporting docuzents Form FHLEB-TSL - to be

) used as & covering sheet for exhibit material which will
aid in assembling documentation. Supporting docucents
should be {dentified in the bottem right hand corner of
each page according to the porograph designations used in
these instructicns. :

EXHIBIT I - NECZSSITY FOR PROPOSED
BRALCH OFFICE

A.  MAPS:

1. General Specifications: This application cust be accompanied

. by tvo raps: (1) o stote oap upon which is shown the proposed
location end the proposed service area (PSA); a2pd (2) a city,
county or local area wap upen which is shown the pruposed
location, the PSA, applicents' and other existing or propnsed
thrift institution offices, end significant commerciol foeili-
ties in or near the FSA. A third, optional map of the city,
eounty or local! arca zay be submiticd showing the proposed
location, the PSA and the location of commercial banks.
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APPLICANT BRANCH OFFICE INSTRUCTIONS
PAGE 2
SEPTEMBER, 1972 2

Vhere aveilsble, all maps submitted must bde original, full color
road type paps. MNo map {state, city, county or local area)

shall be larger than 36 inches by 42 inches. In addition, city,
county or locel area maps should have a scale of betveen cne inch
to the mile and three inches to the mile and such scale should
appear on the face of the map. =

2. Notations: The only notetions (in edditior to vhat is already
printed thereon) that are to appedr on maps submitted in support
of this applicetion are the following:

Proposed Service Area (PSA) - should be outlined by a
beavy bleck line.

Proposed Lecetion - should be marked with a black X and
with a blacx circle around it.

@ (Black) )

Applicent's Offices - in or near the FSA should be marked
by black nuobers with black circles around them.

Boolm

Other Institutions - Any other existiing or proposed thrift
ipstitutizns In or near the PSA should be marked by red
pumbers with red triangles around them.

A A & (Red)

Commercinl Fecilities - Significant commercisl facilities
4n or pear the FSA should be morked by green rumbers with
freen squares arcund them.

Gl GG

Where & third or optional rep is submitted, the proposed
location and the FSA should te marked on the map as set
forth above and the commercial banks should be marked by
bluck nuzbers with black diamonds around thea.

SOG wo

A key, listing the names of each item identified by one of
the sbove symbols, should be provided as an attachmen:i to
each rap.

(Green)

B. Proposed Location: Deseribe in narrative form the geographical
locetion of the proposed branch office. Include in the description
the chargeter of lané uscs in the immediate vicinity such as: strip
development; shoppinrg center (neighborhood or regional -- mumber of
stores, principal tenants, square footage of retail space, area of
drav, retnil zales, etec,); office buildings, residential meighborhood,
cte. If the proposed brunch office is to be located in & shopping
center not yet in operatiom, give full details regerding the ctotus
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APPLICANT BRANCH OFFICE INSTRUCTIONS
PAGE 3
BEPTEMBER, 1972

c.

of development, number of stores and principal tenants, square footage
of retail space, proposcd cpening date and other information you
believe may be pertinent.

Propored Sovings Serviec Area: Describe in detall the general
compunity characteristics of the proposed savings scrvice area, and
shov specific statistics to support your application. All phases of
compunity inforzation ere to be set forth on & current basis and on
wvhat you believe to be meaningful trends., Additional data covering a
broader area may also be quite helpful. Sources of the various data
should be clearly stated.

- Remember, such data should relate to the “v’inss service area if posaible

oend other data for larger or different areas should be clearly icdentified
and expleined. .

+1. Population trends.

2. Resident income levels, type of housing occupancy;
e.g. median fanily jnccme, per household income and
predezinant range of income.

3. Savings potential of population and/or evidence of rny
\_mupped. savings potential.

k. Existisg or prop d major ic base of cocmunity.

‘I_.E' 2l Savirgs:

1, Bavings-type deposit data of financial institutions other then
Federally inzured savings and loan associatioms in the area. For
banks use most recently published "Call Report".

2. Vol (number and t) of applicant's present savings acccunts
in the proposed service ares including percent to total savings.

Local Home Financing:

1. Charescterize the strength of mortgage demand in the ares using such
relevant econcmic dota as:

Il} Volume of tract housing and other new single-femily
dvellings coopleted ond sold.

{b) Volume of mew multiple housing units completed and
rented.

{c) Housing developments, recent and propoced, imcluding
number of units, value and type of housing occupancy.

2. VYolume {nuober and asount) of applicant's present cortgages in the
proposed scrvice area including percent to totnl mortgages.
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APPENDIX F

Notice of Filing of Branch Office Application:

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to the provisions of £545.14 of
the rules and regulations for the Federal Savings and Loan System, the

Federal Savings and Loan Association, (city) '

!st:te) ,» has filec an application with the Federal liome Loan
Bank Board for permission to establish a branch office at, or in the
fmmediate vicinity of (street address) : (eity) ’

(state) . The application has been delivered to the office of
the Supervisory Agent of the said Bank, located at the Federal Home
Loan Bank of (city) y _ (street address) , {city .
Any person may file communications, including briefs, in faver or in
protest of said application at the aforesaid office of the Supervisory
Agent within 10 days (or within 30 days if advice is filed within 10
days stating that more time is needed to furnish additional information)
after the date of this publication. Four copies of any communications
should be filed. The application and all communications in favor or
in protest thereof are available for 1nspection at the aforesaid office
of the Supervisory Agent.

i Federal Savings
and Loan Association

Rotice of Filing Application for Change of Office Location

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to the provisions of 8545.16 of the
Rules and Regulations for the Federal Savings and Loan System, the

Federal Savings and Loan Association, (city

(state) , has filed an application for permission to change the

location of its office which is now located at (street address) ’
(eity) i (state) , to or in the immediate vicinity of
(street address) ; {city) ¥ {state) F

The application has been delivered to the Office of the Supervisory Agent
of the said Board, located at the Federal Home Loan Bank of (city) ,
(street address) , (eity) . Any person may file communications,

including bricfs, in favor or in protest of said application at the afore-
.eaid office of the Supervisory Agent within 10 days ( or within 30 days

if filed within the first 10 days stating that more time is needed to
furnish additional information) after the date of this publication. Four
coples of any communicatioms should be filed. The application and all
communications in favor or in protest thereof are available for inspection
by any person at the aforesaid Office of the Supervisory Agent.

Federal Savings and
Loan Association

=50~
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APPENDIX G

Hotice to Change a Designation of Home Office and Branch Office

Federal Savings and Loan {city) 3 (state) "
hea filed an application with the Federal Home Loan Bank Board to
redesijnate its existing home office as a branch office and to redesignate
a new office as 1ts home office. In order to obtain such a new office,
it has also filed with said Board an application for permission to establish
a branch office which, if approved, will be redesignated as its home office.
The following notice is hereby given pursuant to applicable regulations:
(herc insert notice required by 8545.14 of this chapter)

=60~



264

Mr. Marston. Like Mr. Embry’s statement, I’m sure that there
will be no unanimous agreement on what we have said. I would like
to point out, Mr. Chairman, that the board has demonstrated its
interest in providing sound mortgage borrowing opportunities to a
wide range of consumers.

We have our alternative mortgage instrument research study
going on. We have completed our examiner training program on
nondiscrimination. You’re familiar with the work that the board
has done along with others on NHS programs with its direct and
indirect benefits, There was in the paper this morning a statement of
the recent accord that we had with constructive civil rights groups.
There is also the expeditious handling on the part of the board to
allow some savings and loan associations in New Jersey to buy 2
bond issue, and the proceeds of that issue will be used in areas des-
ignated by the State legislature as underserviced areas. Mr. Roessner
is very familiar with that and I understand he’s to be one of your
witnesses coming along.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not want to imply that we are com-
placent.

Further, T understand that there are some changes and some
amendments contemplated to this bill so I hope that our testimony
will be helpful to the analysis of this bill and any forthcoming
amendments. As I go into the comments I hope that one of the ques-
tions that the committee and the staff will keep in mind is:

Is this in the best interest of the consumer-borrowers of States like Texas
and California, and is it In the best interest of consumer-savers in States such
as Massachusetts, Michigan, Florida, and Illinois?

Specifically, there are many ambiguities in the bill which we be-
lieve should be cleared up. For example, what credit needs does the
bill address? Those of minority groups, allowing them to obtain
credit free from discrimination practices? Low and moderate income
groups, middle income groups, or perhaps the credit needs in
blighted areas or deteriorating areas, or perhaps consumers in capital
short areas or perhaps the credit needs of the housing construction
industry and the purchasers of new homes?

Thus, the bill, as stated now, is unclear as to what credit needs
vou’re trying to have served, at whose expense; whether you intend
to omit 60 percent of the Nation’s savings and loan associations from
the bill: and what you intend for the some 2400 savings and loan
associations throughout the United States that have only one branch
or no branches. Mr. Embry referred to this.

Second: The written testimony covers the board approval pro-
cedures. T just want to reiterate here that we do look at the credit
needs of the communities. We disagree with the statement about
semiexclusive franchises. We believe that there are benefits. The
S. & &L..s this year, based on our flow of funds projections, are sup-
porting 60 percent of the home mortgage market in what we regard
as the best housed Nation in the world.

Is the charter free? I don’t think it’s free. The savings and loan
associations are restricted as to the types of investments they can
make, and the impact of Federal income taxes is higher on savings
and loan associations than their major competitors.
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Finally: Is the charter semiexclusive? We don’t believe so. We

believe that the board’s record stands as procompetitive. At least
this is what many of the savings and loan associations tell us. Why
are you allowing all these new branches? We are procompetitive in
terms of new savings and loan association charters and branches, We
are also active and beginning to be effective in attracting new sources
of capital to the housing market from investors who have not been
interested heretofore in investing in mortgage instruments.
_ Turning briefly to economies, I think there’s some misunderstand-
ing, Mr. Chairman, on where savings come from. Who are the sav-
ers? Where do they live? Savers are generally higher income, not
rich but higher income people and they are older people, 55 years
and older generally. Borrowers, on the other hand, are middle to
low income people and tend to be much younger—our sons and
daughters.

The majority of the market areas are relatively homogenous as to
demographics. By that, I mean they are stratified as to income in
general and as to age. Therefore, I think we have here a built-in
mismatch as to the suppliers of caFital and the demand of capital
in most neighborhoods. This implies that substantial community
investment is often not feasible and often may be ill-advised.

Mr. Chairman, the bill assumes that the primary service area nec-
essarily coincides with something called the community and as the
song sald, it just ain’t necessarily so. Convenience to work is of in-
creasing importance to the consumer in depository selection.

As to the 50 percent figure, I don’t know what rationale went be-
hind this selection. It’s a nice round number, but what kind of geo-
metric design will be used to encompass 50 percent of deposits will
often differ from that used to encompass the community.

Finally, on economics, you have the multibranch problem and I
have just mentioned that half the savings and loans have one branch
or none, There are many associations that have 20 or more. It will
make branching more difficult. The consumer tells us by his or her
action that he or sce likes branches, and there you read convenience
of location,

Finally, under this bill, how do new communitics—how do build-
ing communities satisfy their credit needs?

So, in conclusion; first: Who has the priority? The borrower-con-
sumer or the saver-consumer? Remember, that one community’s gain
is another community’s loss.

Second : T understand—I didn’t hear a statement nor have I read
it, but I understand a witness yesterday indicated how competition
works in the long run, and he spoke of a test of how well credit
needs are met bv all institutions. In contrast, this bill appears to
turn to credit allocation.

Third: And I think onc of my personal serious concerns is that
it might have an effect just opposite to that intended and the intent
is good, Mr. Chairman. I have always lived fairly close to the city
centers and do so here in Washington, D.C. It may lead to the
closing of offices in the inner-city areas. It may lead savings and
loan associations not to open offices in innercity areas, and it may
lead to the concentration of branches even more in the more affluent
areas and suburbs.
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Therefore, we urge you to rely on or to release the market forces,
to focus on all institutions that can and do supply mortgage credit
and, most importantly, to address the special problems in major
blighted and deteriorating areas by looking to broadly based Gov-
ernment-private programs rather than on a few branches of only
50 percent of the savings and loan associations.

My. Chairman, that concludes my summary and I'd be happy to
try to answer any questions for you. I have several members of the
staff with me who have great expertise.

Senator SarBaNes. When you talk about a mismatch, how are you
defining the neighborhood you refer to?

Mr. Marsrox. The neighborhood is not a precise term, Mr. Chair-
man. If you want to use, say, the northwest section as a neighbor-
hood or capitol hill as a neighborhood—Capital Hill is probably a
little smaller as a neighborhood. It’s not a precise definition. I guess
northwest would be a section of the District and Capitol Hill would
be just a neighborhood.

What I'm saying is that in the northwest I think, as the studies
have shown, they have a surplus of funds.

Senator SarBanes. Well, you contend the market forces would in
effect move in money in an adequate way, into the service areas of
these institutions?

Mr. Marstox. Well, I think you have to define what adequate is
and you have to look at your alternatives. I think the market forces
have been moving money into an area such as Capitol Hill, which
I'm particularly interested in, in a way that it did not move before.
I think it came from a number of sources. I think part of it was the
prodding of the Congress.

Part of it was the learning experience the savings and loan as-
sociations have had here from their NHS experience. Not only did
they have a service corporation that made loans, but also the people
who owned the service corporation, the savings and loans, have
learned how to make good sound loans in these areas.

The other thing was beyond the control of the savings and loan
and that was the relaxing of the usury limit. In 1974, the usury hmit
in the District was 8 percent. In Virginia and Maryland it was 10
percent. Why lend money in the District? Then, in 1974, they raised
the rate to 10 percent and that’s when I got my loan, 10 percent
money. But if it hadn’t been for that, I couldn’t have gotten any.

So I guess my answer is generally yes. .

Senator Sarsaxes. How do you explain the Baltimore experience
under your rationale? )

Mr. Magsrox. Well, you probably know that we think that we
hold out Baltimore as being one of the best NHS areas in the coun-
try. I'm not aware of any that’s done any better. There have been
some very, very good ones. We have taken three bus loads of _people
up there, including people from the Hill and other agencies, just t0
look at it. T think there you had a great combination of city govern:
ment who was concerned. Your mayor up there and Bob Embry—]
think he is a great appointment. He disagrees with us on a lot of
things, but he and the mayor and several others were the key. The
city was involved. They understand the scrvices have to be pro-
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vided. They understand the responsibilities and the necessity of
the municipal government to be part of the equation. You had some
good lenders up there. Howard Scaggs, who probably many of you
know, Mr. Chairman, and a number of the lenders took a real inter-
est in this. They didn’t just invest the money of their savers, but
they got involved in the process. The third thing, in Baltimore, was
that you had an interested, constructive neighborhood group. When
we were up there, we were introduced to this lady, Matilda—perhaps
you have met her—she heads Matilda’s Marauders. She and several
neighbors go around before trash collection day and if somebody
has put their trash out on the sidewalk they go up and knock on the
door and say, “I'rash collection is tomorrow. Put this inside.” That’s
the kind of commitment from the neighbors up there that I think
made this work. It was a combination of three.

Senator Sarsaxes. Well, that all sounds very nice, but the fact
of the matter is that the institutions, in order to get the usury limits
raised in Annapolis, which they could not do because of the political
forces, in effect said: “To get this we make a commitment to put
money into the city to have it available for loans for housing.”
Matilda and all the rest of it to one side, that’s essentially what led
them to make the decision and the consequence of that experience
was that it really was quite positive for them.

Now, how are you going to get lending institutions to make that
kind of commitment in communities all across the country? They
are drawing the money out of there and they are not putting it
back in.

Mr, Marston. Well, they are drawing it out of there——

Senator Sarpanes. Let me ask, if market forces are working
won’t they put the money clearly where they can get the greatest
return? i

Mr. Marston. Sure, I think they should.

Senator Sarpanes. Don’t they have other places where they could
put the money where they will get an adequate return? We’re not
asking them to lose their money or to lend it out at no return, but
where they will get an adequate return. Yet the push will always
be to go to the top end of the spectrum, will it not?

Mr. Marsron. Yes sir.

Senator Sarsanes. How do youn get them, then. to service areas
from which they are drawing their money? They do receive advan-
tages by receiving these charters and being allowed to do business;
don’t they? I think your statement in effect says they do.

Mr. Marsron. Yes, they get advantages and they give advantages.

Senator Sarranes. How are you going to get them to respond to
this need? We’re not asking them to go in and lose money. We're
asking them simply to respond to important credit needs in that
community. Really, all the legislation does is require them to show
what they are doing in that area in terms of secking these various
regulatory approvals. What’s wrong with that?

Mr. Marsron. Well, part of it is the process they have to go
through. For example in the State of Ilinois. there aren’t many
branches. Up until 3 or 4 years ago it was a nonbranching State for
savings and loan associations. I have been in the State of California



268

and in other States around the country where there are multibranch
units.

So you just have a blizzard of paperwork and as I understand
from this administration, that’s one thing they want to cut down
on. I don’t think, Mr. Chairman, that——

Senator SarpaxEes. Well, Mr, Lance said the other day when he
was asked that question about zero-based budgeting. He conceded
this meant more paperwork, but he said the objective which zero-
based budgeting was designed to achieve more than outweighed the
additional paperwork. )

Mr, Marston. That’s a judgment,

Senator SarBanEes. That might be the case here; might it not?

Mr. Magrston. Yes, sir. It certainly could be, but I don’t think it’s
a bad thing to have financial institutions going for the best yield.
Chairman Burns’ statement and the experience of the commercial
banks is about like the savings and loans. They have been in a de-
teriorating capital position, Their net worth vis-a-vis savings and
assets has been going down. It’s not dangerous, but it’s a problem
that is of concern. It’s going to be interesting to me to see the Con-
gress’ response to his comment that one of the ways commercial
banks increase their equityv capital versus savings was out of their
foreign operations. I think his statement was it constituted about
half their earnings.

So going for good yields is beneficial because savings growth is
based on your reserve capabilities and savings are what mortgage
loans are made of.

Now vou ask specifically then what about lending in these areas.
the kind of area where T live and Bob Embry lives, the city areas!
I think the approach to that is to make those loans less risky and
that’s what you have done in that neighborhood in Baltimore.

So, therefore, an 8-percent loan or a 9-percent loan in one place is
a good deal. A 9-percent loan with another set of facts is not a
good deal.

The other thing. as I indicated, underwriting mortgage loans—

Senator Sareaxes. Is that the distinction that vou think these
lending institutions have been making—that kind of fine distinction?

Mr. Marston. I think that’s what they are

Senator Sareanxes. How do vou answer, then, when the studies
show in Baltimore and other places that they have simplv redlined
out extended neighborhoods, many of which are as healthy. if not
more healthy. than suburban areas in which they continue to loan.
They just make a kind of a blanket judgment about this.

Mr. Marsrox. Senator, that’s the conventional wisdom.

Senator Sarsanes. And it’s borne out by studies.

Mr. Marstox. Which studies?

Senator Sarpanes. Certainly in the Baltimore situation.

Mr. Marstox. T have not seen the study and I'd be happy to take
a look at it. I don’t denv. however. vou want to define it—and I
think aceording to the Tibrarv of Congress research people the
definitions are not verv good that we use for redlining. There’s a
difference between redlining and disinvestment. I agree with them
on that. And you know, really T don’t think we’re debating on that.
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I think what we’re trying to do is to determine how can we keep
up the progress that people are making—how can we keep it going
and keep financial institutions from making unsound loans.

Senator Sarsanes. No. I think the question you have to answer is
how do you get an institution that draws its savings out of an entire
metropolitan area to, in turn, put them in in some reasonable way,
instead of directing them al]—il)et’s assume for the moment—to the
outlying areas where the return is slightly higher. How do you ad-
dress that problem ?

Mr. MarstoN. My general feeling is, first, you've not addressed
this. You have not speﬁed out the mechanisms in the bill and I think
the——

_ Senator SarBaNEs. Do you think it’s a problem that needs address-
ing, or is your response to it that somehow or other the market
will answer it?

Mr. Marsron. Well: I don’t think it’s an either/or proposition.
I think it’s a problem that needs addressing and I think

Senator SarsaNes., Would you resolve it by market forces only?

Mr. Marston. Basically, but not only by market forces, as I
indicated earlier.

Senator SarBanes. If you're going to resolve it basically by
market forces, why do we resrict the operation of the market in
terms of who can come into it and in all the other respects which
give those who obtain your approvals an advantage?

Mr. Marston. Well, as I tried to indicate, Senator, we have what
we believe is a procompetitive attitude. Remember that all we do
is charter and supervise the Federal savings and loan associations
and we provide insurance for member State-chartered institutions,
but there are others. There are commercia] banks, There are credit
unions. There are mutual savings banks in about 19 States. There
are hock shops. There are many, many sources of credit. Credit
does not flow just from savings and loan associations.

Senator SarBaNEs. Senator Sparkman.

Senator Sparkman. Mr. Chalrman, I'm going to have to go to
another engagement,

I just want to ask this question. I don’t get it. I've read a great
deal in your statement. It’s a rather long statement. We are con-
sidering S. 406 introduced by Chairman Proxmire. Do you favor or
oppose that legislation or is your attitude that it’s not needed?

Mr. Magrston. I favor the intent of the bill, but I think there are
too many ambiguities and questions in it as it stands. I do not favor
it now, and we would be pleased to work with the committee as you
know that we have in the past to try to see if there’s something
that could be valid and worthwhile out of it.

Senator Seargman. You think there’s good in the bill to the
extent that it can be amended? Or would you rather just throw it
aside and make a new start?

Mr. Magston. Well, there is one thing in there that we can use.
As part of our branch procedures as we outline in the testimony,
we look at the need, the probability of usefulness and success, and
generally at whether or not it will do undue injury to properly con-
ducted thrift institutions. Those are the three regulatory require-
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ments for branching. There is one that we could use and that is—we
often will not allow a branch for supervisory reasons, but the appli-
cant can take us to court. We would feel in a hetter position if we
had some clear legislative authority to include as a supervisory
objection evidence of discrimination. In other words, we coutd use
our approval process as a sanction against institutions which are
diseriminating,

As I indicated earlier, we have had seminars. We have trained
all of our examiners in this general area. We have brought people in
from the outside to help us do this and this would be helpful to us.
So that’s one specific thing to which I can say, yes, the approach of
the bill makes sense.

Senator Sparkmax. Well, I'm going to have to leave, but why
wouldn’t it be a good thing to have your staff members work with
the staff members of this committee, particularly in collaboration
with Senator Proxmire and his individual staff members, and see
if we can’t work out something? I believe all of us recognize that
there’s some good that can be done in this field.

Mr. Marstoy. Yes, sir.

Senator Sparxman. But the thing we’'ve got to work out is the
best way to reach that point.

Mr. Magrsrox. That’s right. It just seems to me we spend half
our time down there working with the Senate staff and we’d be
pleased to continue to do so. .

Senator Sparkyan. Well, that's a pretty good way to work.
Thank you very much.

Mr, Marstox. Thank you. Senator.

Senator Sareaxes. I think we’re out to increase the percentage of
that time,

Senator Lugar.

Senator Lucar. Mr, Chairman, thank you.

Mr. Marston, it seems to me that your testimony may be to a
lesser extent than that of Mr. Embry and I read ahead the next
testimony—that the problems defining credit for low-income neigh-
borhoods are difficult and honest judgments might be made as to
what is occurring there. At the same time, many people who would
like to fix up their houses, and buy properties in inner cities, are
discouraged from doing this.

Mr. Marstox. Yes, sir,

Senator Luear. So it seems to me undeniably that each iritness
and all members of the committee are, and from Senator Spark-
man’s question T gather that he's concerned with that problem as I
have been during the last 10 years, trying to find money for inner-
city Indianapolis. .

I suppose what I'm concerned about. first of all, is that the basis
for this bill appears to be that because some Federal advantages
have been conferred upon banks which you represent today or
savings and loans or other eredit institutions that we will hear from.
that this is a legitimate reason for the Federal Government to move
in and inerease regulation of the industry. This bill would sub-
stantially increase reporting requirements, trace the inflow and
outflow of savings and then beyvond that—and this becomes more
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vague as the witnesses I think are pointing out—having found this
information, what the Federal Government requires from those
findings. :

Now it seems to me that tactfully you're saying—but if you're
not, please correct me—that although a need exists here, by and
large we’re going to have to think of other mechanisms in which
the Federal Government can work in a more broadly-based financial
community to direct funds as opposed to what you have character-
ized as a mismatch of moneys that come into particular branches
or institutions within an inner-city neighborhood or even a broader
census tract area or however we would define it. What I think we
shall find—at least we found this in Indianapolis—is that after we
had found all the deposits in various census tract areas, in many of
those areas the deposits were not very great. If one were to make a
specific allocation to those neighborhoods, the neighborhoods would
have been substantially shortchanged.

What clearly had to come about was substantial revenues from
the suburbs, if we were to look strictly at branches, because branches
are being placed where aflluent people might deposit their money or
at least people who are going to save money—in this case, sometimes
people who are 55 and 60 and 65 beyond the child-rearing age save
more money. This is why 1 begin to have some skepticism about the
particular thrust of this bill. .

If we're going to have a strict allocation, try to expose how much
money is coming into inner-city, how much is being deposited or
loaned and so forth, we’re not likely to hit the basic problem, which
is the capital shortage or loan shortage in these areas.

Now is my reasoning reasonably consistent with your own or
would you like to speak for yourself on this?

Mr, Marstox. I think you have stated our position beautifully.
As I recall, you're a former mayor of Indianapolis and I think we
have just opened an NHS—we're working on opening an NHS
office 1n Indianapolis, and I'm delighted for Indianapolis, but my
son, who is director of metropolitan development down in Evans-
ville, is quite unhappy with me that you've got it.

I think you’re exactly correct that there is no balance—and that’s
what T tried to say in my opening statement—between the supply
of savings and the demand for credit. There are certain neighbor-
hoods that have more savings than they can use and therc are other
areas that don’t. You mentioned the benefits. I think the savings
and loan associations have conferred great benefits back to the
areas which they serve. This was the original intent of Congress in
setting up this system. The U.S. league estimatcs at the end of the
year they had 80 million savings accounts. That’s one per house-
hold. They must be doing something right and they are making 60
percent of the home mortgage loans. I think that's a real benefit to
the country.

The purpose of branching is to get deposits, You don’t need
branches in general to generate mortgage loans. You have salesmen
going out talking to the realtors and builders to get loans.

Finally, I just got this on the 2Ist from President Carter, and
what President Carter is doing is reconstituting a committee that
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President Ford set up. This is a copy of a memo to some of his
cabinet people saying that he wants to form a working policy group
on urban and regional development. The purpose of the group
would be to conduct a comprehensive review of all Federal pro-
grams which impact on urban and regional areas to seek the per-
spectives of State and local officials concerning the role of the Fed-
eral Government in urban and regional development and to submit
appropriate administrative and legislative recommendations.

As you know, as the mayor—and I have heard Senator Garn say
it—he wasn’t the mayor of Salt Lake City; he was the local repre-
sentative of the Federal Government. So I think President Carter,
by this, believes as President Ford did, that we really don’t have
much of a handle on how these things work. I hope that agrees with
your statement. It was my intention to agree.

Senator Lucar. Let me ask you this, and ask for your comment
again, although I think you covered this fairly well, but you
answered in response to Senator Sarbanes the thought that banks
really ought to look for safe loans essentially. They ought to try to
maximize earnings. They ought to allow market forces to govern it.

Indeed, when Chairman Burns testified before this committee a
couple weeks ago, he testified that by and large the banking system
was better fulfilling this objective.

Now. on the one hand. there are members of this committee who
critized the banking system for having so many failures. Charts
were placed in front of us indicating how many failures had oc-
curred and indicating that there were grave weaknesses. Well, in
fact, what I think vou’re suggesting is one way to avoid bank
failure and certainly the lack of stewardship this implies, is to make
sounder loans and to have more profitable banks. And with that, I
agree.

gI think the thing I would like to ask you now is, even if this
legislation does not really meet the problem very well—and I'm be-
ginning to have some skepticism as to whether it does—and granted
that one of this committee’s responsibilities is oversight of how much
confidence our banking svstem can engender, what are the appro-
priate.mechanisms that vou have mentioned in your testimony. You
say the best method would be to devise means by which all financial
institutions, regardless of where thev are located, would be moti-
vated to channel funds into older and less affluent neighborhoods in
need of revitalization. Rather than throwing a wet blanket entirely
on S. 406 today. can you give us any direction as to a constructive
way that we can begin to meet the problem in the manner in which
vou have suggested here?

Mr, Marstox. T think there are several ways. We’re working on
a shared risk bill now. T say we are. We have been approached on
that as to the possibility of insuring loans in the mature cities. One
of our reservations is that I believe that there are good loans to be
made, but anyway, that is one specific example.

A second example is doing what the Board is doing, and I believe
the other regulatory agencies. but our number one goal is housing
We continually talk about this problem. We sponsored the NHS
projects. There are great fallouts from that. People are learning not
to just look and focus on new housing developments, which are very
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important, you know—there’s a goal for new housing—there are
peoi)le out of work—and so the Federal Government has to set the
goa. 3 that they see that fit. Those are the two or three that come to
mind.

Senator Luear. Those are helpful. It just seems to me that this
argument will continue, whether it be the vehicle of S. 406 or some-
thing else, until there really are some more visible, constructive at-
tempts here or until a better record is made of what is occurring.
I do recognize that and it will not be adequate simply to cast doubt
on this particular vehicle or to indicate that we are all sympathetic
to the problem. And I suppose my hope would be, as Senator Spark-
man had asked earlier, that as you have ways or those associated
with you have ways to work with this committee on more appro-
priate vehicles, this may be important so that we do not come out
with haphazard legislation down the trail and fail to meet our
objective and raise hopes that are simply not going to be fulfilled.

Mr. MarstoN. Senator, the Board has realgop}enary powers with
the Federal savings and loans and has quite a bit of influence with
the State chartered. We find that our jawboning on certain issues,
the talks we give, the obvious support we give—I mentioned going
up to Senator Sarbanes’ area when we put together three bus loads,
three separate trips, up to see what these people have been doing in
Baltimore. This kind of action on our part, along with the non-
discrimination programs that we have conducted that the committee
is familiar with—we discussed this with members of this committee
and others—I think these are positive steps that should continue.

Senator Lucar. I agree, and should be better publicized perhaps
so that more persons know what you’re doing and might be stimu-
lated to do likewise. Thank you.

Senator SarBanes. Mr. Marston, are you suggesting that some of
the difficulties which financial institutions have experienced in terms
of failures and other difficult straits in which they find themselves
are the consequence of home mortgage investments that they have
made?

Mr. MarsTon. No, sir.

Senator SarBanes. What are they the consequence of ?

Mr. Marston. The main problems of savings and loan associations,
as I indicated, is the deteriorating capital ratio, their net worth to
savings. One of the problems there is that the effective Federal in-
come tax as a group on savings and loan associations is 30 percent.

Senator SarBanes. No. Let’s take the institutions that Chairman
Burns is talking about that are having all these financial problems.
I mean, none of those—in fact, they might be better off if they
followed the purposes which this bill is seeking to achieve than
their current practices, might they not?

Mr. Magrston. Well, they might, but I would not—whatever
Chairman Burns says as far as I'm concerned about commercial
banks, I really wouldn’t criticize that. I would just say in reading
his statement to the House Banking Committee a week or so ago,
he indicated that one of the reasons for the improvement in commer-
cial banks earnings was their return on foreign investments,

Senator SarBanes. Yes, but the ones that are in trouble have been
obviously investing in highly speculative ventures, have they not?
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Have they not been investing abroad in lesser developed countries
with respect to oil tankers, real estate investment trusts?

Mr. Marstrox., That’s part of it, I suppose. One of the great prob-
lems with all institutions is either dishonest or incompetent manage-
ment, and I think that was the problem down in San Diego and
perhaps the one with Franklin.

Senator SamrmaxEs. Isn’t there a tremendous attraction for any
institution to seek that investment which will return them hopefully
the very highest return? In other words, you play for the big stakes
instead of the steady safe stakes?

Mr. Marstox. Not savings and loans.

Senator SarBaxes. Well, savings and loans operate under some
restrictions and, of course. I'm trying to separate out now the
argument you're mixing of organizations because you go back and
forth between the commercial banks and the savings and loans.
The savings and loans can’t get into some of these things. They are
prohibited from doing so.

Mr. Marstox. That’s right. One of the places the commercial
banks got into their REITs and that would involve real estate, but
those were not in general

Senator SarBaxNEs. I just want to get at the argument that sug-
gests that the difficulties of commercial banks in particular., as a
consequence of their investments, is in any wav related to the pur-
poses of this bill, because verv clearly their difficulties have come
from an entirely different kind of use of their money. Isn’t that
correct?

Mr, Marstox. Yes. I'm sorry. I didn’t mean to imply that. I
simply meant to say that earnings are very important to financial
institutions, to savers and to borrowers. That’s all T meant to say.

Senator SarsaxEes. You spent a considerable part of vour state-
ment talking about the various S. & L.s that have opened up under
minoritv auspices. .

Mr. Maigrstox. Yes.

Senator Sarpaxes. And. of course. I commend that development.
On page 36 you say:

In 1971 there were 40 minority associations with FSLIC insurance. In 1976
the number had increased to 73, and the total assets have grown from $400
million to $958 million.

What are the total assets of all of the pertinent S. & I..s?

Mr. Marstox. Insured S. & T.s run roughly $400 billion.

Senator Sareaves. So the minority associations that we’re talk-
ing about are at $1 billion?

Mr. Marstox. Yes.

Senator Sarsaxes. Well. that’s a quarter of one percent; is that
right?

Alr. Marstox. Sounds right, yes.

Senator Sarnaxes. Then vour next sentence says:

We believe that the chartering and branching policies of the Board described

above provide a more practical and sound hasis for encouraging services of
particular marketing areas than the penalty approach of 8. 406.

Mr. Magrstox, I'm sorry, Mr. Chairman
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Senator SarBaxes. Well, why don’t you just refer to your state-
ment on page 36, the last full paragraph, the first sentence there,

Mr. Marston, if it would be more convenient, the committee cer-
tainly has no objection to the gentlemen who are with you assuming
seats with you,

_ Mr. Marstox. All right. This is Mr. Ege. He’s head of our legisla-
tive division, an attorney; and this is Mr. Kaplan, director of our
office of economic research; and Mr. Warwick who is head of our
office of housing and urban affairs.

Senator Sarsaves. Well, gentlemen, welcome. Now how can we
go on in that sentence, in view of the fact that we’re talking about
a quarter of one percent of the total business?

Mr. Magsron. I{Vell, Mr. Chairman, about a year ago in the
Senate Appropriations Committee hearing Chairman Proxmire
asked about the problem book that we had and we told him very
frankly that minority run savings and loans made up an inordinately
large number, higher percentage than usual of the problem book
categories 1 and 2, and we described our efforts, and Mr. Warwick
can go into that. ;

Senator Sareaxes. I don't think the thrust of my question is
getting across. I think there’s an area that we're trying to address
ourselves to and that is to give minority groups an opportunity to
participate in the economic system. Therefore, to encourage this
trend, and as welcome as it may be, the point is that it represents a
tiny portion of the total industry and, therefore, you can’t look for
the solution to the question of credit being available in commu-
nities all across the country to this trend, which deals with only a
tiny segment of what we're talking about.

Mr. Marsto~. You're absolutely right.

Senator Sareaxes. If you're going to deal with the problem,
you're still back with how do the other S. & L.’s, which have $399
billion of the $400 billion in total assets—how do they function and
operate?

Mr. MarstoN. Right. Well, Mr, Chairman, you are exactly cor-
rect. If you relied only on the minority savings and loans to satisfy
those need~, you would be exactly correct. It turns out in Washing-
ton, D.C., that many members of the community, black members of
the community, do not save with the savings and loan associations run
by a black president. They don’t trust blacks to keep their money
safe. That’s what the president has told me. Many of the people then
are serviced by largely white-run institutions. )

Senator Saraxes. What do you think of that attitude? :

Mr, Marstox. Well, this is why I told the minority savings and
loans at their convention here that I think they have the problems,
that minority S. & L.’s are important because they are developing
minority management, they are showing to the people of their com-
munities that they can, in fact, be responsible money managers.
Furthermore, I told them that their marketing areas, both as to
source of savings and to loans, are too concentrated. Independence
Federal here in the city has one little branch over here on C or D
Street, but they branched over to Connecticut Avenue to tap the
more affluent areas. For minorities it’s going to be a slow process.
We are encouraging it. Youn are exactly correct. But the other
people are served by those run by majority—by whites.
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Mr. Kaprax. Senator, let me just expand on that if I might for
& moment. When we studied the problems, the operating problems
of minority institutions, we discovered that such problems fall into
three major areas. The first I would list as the difficulty of finding
experienced, trained managers to run associations. The second prob-
lem is that it is difficult for anybody to start a new institution,
starting up a new institution is difficult. Small institutions have
unique problems that are a function of their size. And the third
area, as already has been alluded to, is that in the market areas
where these institutions have been located, the savings business is
really inadequate to support growth in credit needs. Thus, we come
back to what my point is, namely, that we can’t look to institution’s
branches in the inner-city areas as being.able to tap an adequate
supply of savings. Thus, we are seeing, as Mr. Marston said, the
branching back into other areas of the city where the savings basc
18 stronger.

The phenomenon that I am trying to point out is the credit allo-
cation aspect of the bill as opposed to providing some incentives.

Senator SarBanes. Well, the point is that as welcome as the in-
crease in minority institutions may be for other reasons, it does not
begin to get at the problem of whether money is going to be avail-
able, because the amount of money that you’re talking about is just
a tiny part of the total picture. So, to quote all of this in your state- .
ment and then end up, in effect, looking at that as a way of trying
to deal with this problem does not make sense. The institutions that
control the $399 billion in assets are going to have to have policies
that make the credit available,

Mr. KarrLan. Senator, let me approach it a different way. I think
the positive statement we have been trying to make is that theve are
different approaches to meeting different kinds of credit needs, and
part of our difficulty is that the different kinds of credit needs
haven’t been clearly spelled out in the bill. T think we’re saying that
with regard to credit needs that aren’t being met for discriminatory
practices this agency is prepared to take very strong action with
regard to branch approvals. With regard to credit needs that really
focus on major blighted areas or with extremely low-income fam-
ilies, we have to look to broadly based Government programs.
Where we have stable but deteriorating neighborhoods, there’s a
different solution—we’re finding the Neighborhood Housing Serv-
ices approach works well in these cases. ) )

Again, T think we’re talking about different solutions to different
kinds of credit needs rather than ignoring the fact that these differ-
ences exist. . ;

Mr. Magstox. Mr. Chairman, may Mr. Warwick add something
there? He reviews all minority applications among his many other
duties? .

Mr. Warwick. Well, in response to the Senator’s question a mo-
ment ago, T was simply going to suggest that T don’t think we in-
cluded those stories about several new minority owned or operated
associations to say that minority associations by themselves would be
able to meet these kinds of credit needs. Rather, I think they were
offered as examples of the way in which the bank board encourages
entry into this restricted area of the savings and loan business to
meet needs that aren’t otherwise being met; and unmet credit needs
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are most easily defined in instances where we're dealing with minor-
1ty associations,

However, they need not necessarily be minority. The Board re-
cently reviewed an application from someplace in Louisiana by an
applicant group—it may be integrated but certainly not predomi-
nantly minority—that proposed to meet the credit needs of older
areas around a major university, I believe. We had another appli-
cation recently, this one did happen to be minority, but it was a
Spanish-speaking group in New Mexico in a community that was
served by a single branch of an existing institution and the credit
needs in that community were very poorly served by—not poorly
served, but inadequately served—by the institution that was there.

The point of listing these minority associations is not that these
institutions with about $1 billion worth of assets, can somehow meet
a nationwide problem by themselves; but rather to suggest that
entry into this market is a viable way for the system to meet certain
existing credit needs.

Senator Sarsaxes. Well, of course, if they can’t meet a nationwide
problem, then we have to look elsewhere, and we have to look at the
policy of the balance of the institutions which totally dominate this
particular area of economic activity.

Mr. Marstox. Mr. Chairman, they don't. They have a high per-
centage, but there are other people who are in the mortgage market
and, again, you have to ask—the committee and the Congress has to
ask itself, if you’re going to put the money there, who are you
going to take it away from?

Senator Sareaxes. Well, who would you be taking it away from?

Mr. Marstox. You would be taking it away from people who are
getting it now and that’s one of the tradeofs. )

Senator SarBanes. How do you know? All this would require is
that they in effect indicate—what do you require of them with re-
spect to indicating what their lending policies are? )

Mr. Marstox. We ask what kind of loans they are making. We
ask about their penetration, where are the sources of the loans. We
have them make a finding as to the probability of usefulness and
success in the area, are they going to put it into existing housing or
new construction, depending on the branch,

Senator SarBaxes. Mr. Marston, what do you understand the
mission of your agency to be if it has one? )

Mr. Marstox. To do everything we can to provide as steady as
possible and as economically as possible flow of housing funds to
the mortgage market. o . .

Senator SarBaNes. I'm going to end my questioning with this
comment: The act under which you are chartered in its original
titte—and I think you all ought to go back and think a bit about
this because this was its original purpose, and how far you have
come from it is, I think, rather interesting—

An Act to provide emergency relief with respect to home mortgage indebted-
ness, to refinance home mortgages, to extend relief to the owners of homes
occupied by them and who are unable to amortize their debt elsewhere, to
amend the Federal Home Loan Bank Act to increase the market for obligations
to the United States and for other purposes..

Now you had an objective when you started out that really looked
to the people who are trying to get credit and homes and wanted to

e homeowners.
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Mr. Marstox. That sounds like the Home Owners Loan Corp.
and they went out of business in—in the early fifties. That’s how
the thing started. Then there’s another act and I have to ask the
lawyers about it.

Senator SarBanes. But that was the original purpose.

Mr. Marstox. But that was an emergency situation.

Senator SarBanes. Well, T understand that. You don’t feel we
have an emergency now with respect to credit for our Nation ¢

Mr. Marston. Well, we are getting into semantics. There’s a prob-
lem. I don’t know whether it’s an emergency.

Senator Saksaxes. Well, what T quoted from is right out of your
current operating manuals.

Mr. Marston. But the point is, there’s also the national act and,
remember, Senator, that the Congress changed in 1970 by recogniz-
ing the validity and the value to the people of the country of the
secondary mortgage market, it moves money from capital surplus
areas to capital short areas, Congress created the Federal Home
Loan Mortgage Corporation. Things have changed and we recog-
nize this. We recognize that perhaps by emphasizing to our asso-
ciations that there are good loans to be made in mature cities, as I
keep putting it, that may reduce or increase the cost of mortgage
funds out in the suburbs,

Senator Ssreaxes. Well, of all the constituents you have, which
one is sort of primary, do you think, in your concern?

Mr. Marston. Well, T just—T guess I’ll have to answer that for
the record. I don’t know. That’s a good question, Senator, it’s diffi-
cult to answer.

Senator Sareaxes. Well, it’s something I think you all ought to
think about. Well, thank you.

Mr, Roessner, we're happy to have you here with us this morning
and we are looking forward to hearing vour testimony and you can
proceed in any manner you choose, either to read it or to sum-
marize it.

STATEMENT OF GILBERT ROESSNER, PRESIDENT, CITY FEDERAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, NATIONAL SAVINGS ARD
LOAN LEAGUE, ACCOMPANIED BY HARDING WILLIAMS, GEN-
ERAL COUNSEL

Mr. Roessxer, Thank you, Mr, Chairman.

The statement itself is very brief. It’s not 10.000 words. On the
other hand, we do have copies and I submit them for the record.
T will summarize the statement.

Senator Sarsaxes. Well, without objection, the statement will be
included in the record as submitted. _

Mr. Roessxer. My name is Gilbert Roessner. I am president of
City Federal Savings and Loan Association of Elizabeth, N.J., and
past president of the National Savings and Loan League.

T am appearing on behalf of the National Leacue, a nationwide
trade organization for savings and loan associations. With me at
the table is Mr. Harding Williams, general counsel of the National
League.

[Complete statement follows:]
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PREPARED STATEMENT OF GILBERT G. ROESSNER ON BEHALF OF THE NATIONAL
SAVINGS AND LOAN LEAGUE

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, my name is Gilbert G.
Roessner. I am President of City Federal Savings and Loan Association of
[l:lizabeth, New Jersey and Past President of the National Savings and Loan

ague.

I am appearing on behalf of the National League, a nationwide trade
organization for savings and loan associations.

The National League appreciates the concerns which prompted the introdue-
tion of 8. 406. Granting of a Federal or State charter authorizing the creation
of a savings and loan association does indeed confer an obligation of high
public trust on the grantees of that charter.

Mr, Chairman, it seems to me that there are two basic issues here. First,
are savings and loan assoclations and other financial institutions meeting
their responsibilities mandated by charter? Second, will this legislation im-
prove upon the operations of these financial institutions toward meeting
these obligations? Although I do not feel that I should speak on behalf of
other types of financial institutions, permit me to address each of these issues
in turn as they relate to the savings and loan industry.

The primary obligation of savings and loan associations, particularly those
under Federal charter by Congress in 1933, is to foster home ownership. We
believe that savings and loan associations have fulfilled this obligation. As
the data in Table I demonstrate, Federally-insured savings and loan associa-
tions finance almost half of the non-farm residential mortgage debt outstand-
ing in the U.8. They have financed between 659 and 709 of such loans during
the past two years alone. Of the industry's $395 billion in assets, over 80%
are invested in mortgage loans.

As is shown in Chart I attached to this Statement, the savings and loan
industry is the principal and overwhelming source of funds in home mortgages.
Since 1974, net lending activity by savings and loans in the home mortgage area
has climbed from a recession low of $14 billion to an annualized rate of over
$85 billion in 1976, an all-time high by any intermediary at any time. By
comparison, the fiow of funds into home mortgages by commercial banks,
mutual savings banks, and life insurance companies is rather small.

It is noteworthy, Mr. Chairman, that by regulation savings and loan associa-
tions are limited in making residential mortgage loans to areas within 100
miles of the principal office. Lending activity beyond these limits is permitted,
although restricted through the purchase and sale of participations.

Of a more specific nature, the subject of “inner-city” lending has received
a great deal of attention in recent years. As the Committee may be aware,
savings and loan associations and other depository lending institutions are
active in a variety of programs around the country relating to low- and mod-
erate-income housing. Among these is the Neighborhood Housing Service pro-
gram. Recent figures from the Urban Redevelopment Task Force show that
vver 250 savings and loan associations currently contribute to NHS operating
budgets in over 25 cities.

The National League currently is surveying its membership to compile
further detall on the involvement of its members into low- and moderate-income
housing programs, both subsidized and unsubsidized. Our initial responses from
this survey indicate that savings and loan associations are quite active in a
variety of other inner-city projects in addition to NHS, involving close coopera-
tlon among many groups within the community.

In summation on this point, Mr. Chairman, let me say that:

1. The savings and loan industry has and continues to meet its chartered
commitment to housing;

2. The savings and loan industry is continuing to emphasize increased
lending in inner-city areas through a number of subsidized and unsubsi-
dized programs;

3. Unlike other flnancial institutions, savings and loan associations lend
their funds within the United States, primarily for residential mortgages,
and primarily in those states where they maintain their principal office.

Permit me now to turn to the second area, that is: “Will 8. 406 improve upon
the operation of financial institutions in meeting their chartered obligations?"
Again speaking on behalf of the savings and loan industry, I would argue
that the proposed legislation, as is, would prove to be more harmful than
beneficial.
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Permit me to elaborate: )

1. All financial institutions (and indeed any organization) receiving special
charter and privileges from the public sector have an obligation to their
communities and to the public. For that reason, we endorse the concept that
the public sector should seek more data and information as to how well these
chartered commitments are being met and honored. But I believe that what
is meeded is executive and administrative action, not statutory wmandates.
Indeed, Mr. Chairman, the authority already exists for administrative action
toward the soliciting and obtaining of the type of information which would
be required by S. 406. Examination of FHLBB Form 700 “Facility Application”,
which must be completed by applicants for new facilities, requires the follow-
ing information under Section B of that form:

a. “Describe the soclal-economic characteristics of the market area popula-
tion (level of population, median income, family size, etc.), and discuss how
these characteritics indicate the need for a savings and loan facility with the
type and extent of services being proposed.

b. “Describe the type and extent of financial services presently being offered
within the primary market area and explain how the opening of the office
would be beneficial to the consumers in the area and would not unduly injure
any other existing thrift and home financing institution.”

Clearly, Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, this wording Is
broad enough to obtain whatever market data is necessary for the purposes
envisioned in S. 408. Most data could be solicited through the proper regulatory
agencies if it were not already public information. The savings and loan
industry is willing to cooperate in any way, but we feel, Mr. Chairman, that
if public benefits are to be gained, then there should be public cost and effort
sharing in acquiring this information. Regardless, statutory authority is not
called for.

2. I strongly feel, Mr. Chairman, that legislation of the nature of 8. 406
would result in the discouragement of capital flows. Because the effect of
this legislation would be to promote branching and expansion of financial
institutions into those areas which have a high savings capital base, it would
encourage lending In capital-surplus areas and would discourage lending in
capital-short areas. The effect of this would be to diseriminate against the
poor, the young, and the economically underdeveloped areas of the various
states and regions. In the United States, only 349 of savers at savings and
loan associations have home mortgages. Savers tend to have above average
incomes and above average education. Forty-eight percent of association savers
are over the age of 55 and 709 of large savings accounts ($5,0004 ) come from
the older savers. Clearly, savers and borrowers are not the same and any
legislation which encourages lending patterns based upon existing savings
capital bases would create tremendous market discrepancies and would be
discriminatory indeed. I cannot believe that this is the intent of S. 406, yet
this would be the effect. Mr. Chalrman, we have seen the impact of legislation
and regulation which restricts capital flows and branching activity on an inter-
state basis. Thus, terms on conventional home mortgages are significantly
different in different areas of the country. For example, the effective mortgage
rate on new homes in Houston and Los Angeles in December of 1976 was 9.3%
compared to an effective rate of 8.5% for new home mortgages in the New York-
New Jersey region, a difference of about 80 basis points. If restrictions did not
exist on lending and branching on an inter-state level, capital markets would
work more efficiently and we would not have the situation where home buyers
In the Los Angeles and Houston areas are having to pay nearly one percentage
point more on their home loans than those in the New York-New Jersey region.
Another way to put this, Mr. Chairman, is that due to artificial barriers to
capital markets, home buyers in Los Angeles and Houston are having to sub-
sidize home buyers in New York and New Jersey. I submit that a similar sort
of inequitable phenomenon would occur on a more localized basis as a con
sequence of legislation such as 8. 406.

3. Finally, it seems to me that some recognition should be given to the
fact that branching is tied to the convenience of the saver. Extension of
mortgage credit is not as localized a phenomenon from the standpoint of con-
venience as is savings. One does not go in every day or every week to obtain
u mortgage, yet savings is conducted on a frequent periodic basis, by the day
or the week. For that reason, a strong consideration toward branching policy
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should be for the convenlence of the saver and for the provision of services to
the customer. With the current restriction of interest on checking accounts
and the limitation on the rate of interest payable on savings deposits, the in-
terest of the saver, who is just as much a consumer as the borrower, is too
frequently ignored.

In the way of summation then, Mr. Chairman, I would like to reiterate the
following key points concerning S. 406 and the issues surrounding it:

1. Financial institutions have an obligation to their communities within the
limits of financial soundness. Responsibility of finaneial institutions is to
berrowers and savers alike. A charter to go broke is no charter at all.

2. We agree that additlonal data and information are needed to monitor
the activities of financial institutions but statutory requirement would be the
wrong way to go, at this time.

a. First, the authority for soliciting this data presently exists.

b. Considerable information of the nature envisioned under 8. 4-06 is
already public information.

¢. Because this data would presumably convey public benefits, we would
encourage public sharing of the costs associated with obtaining any addi-
tional information and data.

3. Finally, Mr. Chairman, I believe that the road to financial fairness must
be paved with less regulation, and fewer artificial barriers and costs. Data
gathering and analysis fine—we endorse the concepts surrounding such informa-
tion gathering as posed in 8. 406 and are guite willing to support it. But to the
extent that such actions are used to create artificial barriers and restrict
market flows, then history has shown time and again that these actions only
create inequities and unnecessary costs without mitigating the problems and
providing the solutions for which they were intended.

Thank you, and I will be happy to answer any questions which the Com-
mittee may have.

TABLE |.— NONFARM RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE DEBT OUTSTANDING!

[Dollars in billions]

Mortgage loans of insured savings and loans

Annual increase

Annual Percent of Percent of
Year Total increase Total column Amount column
$291.2 $18.0 $117.6 40.5 $7.3 40.6
2.1 20.9 126.8 40.6 9.0 43.0
335.1 23.0 136.0 40.6 9.2 40.0
358.2 23.1 146.0 40.7 10.0 43.2
398.7 40.5 169.6 42.5 23.6 58.3
4554 56,7 200.9 44,1 3.3 55,2
509.8 54.4 226.2 4.7 25.3 46.5
550.8 410 2435 44.2 17.3 42,2
592.0 41.2 272.5 46.0 29.0 70.3
1658.0 66.0 316.3 48.1 431.8 66.4
! Partially estimated.

Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, and Federal Home Loan Bank Board.

TaBLE I1.—Annual increases of mortgage debt held by Fer;ieral agencies !

Amount
Year: (billions)
P90 i a e e e e T S O S B e e S e e e $6. 0
O e B R e S B R O B S S S B WS L B B 7.2
Lt B e D e S o e Sy Bt U e e e s e 81
O e 8.2
1978 e 10. 2
1074 7.4
R S 18. 5
1076 e e 15. 0

Includes: GNMA and its mortgage pools, FNMA, FHLMC, and Federal Land Banks.
Bource: Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System.
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Mr. RoessNEr. Mr. Chairman, let me just add a point here in re-
sponse to questions you were asking of Chairman Marston. I'd like
to take exception to Chairman Marston’s response. We do not seek
loans by yield alone. There's a tradeoff between the charter obliga-
tions to provide economical home financing and to encourage thrift
and profitability. In the case of my own institution, which has $1.2
billion of assets, the largest in the State of New Jersey, 75 percent
of our mortgage portfolio is invested in the State of New Jersey.
We have made this tradeoff.

In sheer economic terms and in response to some of the points
you made earlier, sir, we would have therefore invested all of our
money outside the State of New Jersey. I submit, that the savings
and loan institutions in this Nation are responding to a great extent
to the will of Congress in the granting of those charters.

We think, of course, that markets would be better served by
minimizing barriers rather than building barriers.

Finally, again reinforcing here some of the points made earlier,
you must understand that %ranching is tied to the convenience of
the saver. Extension of mortgage credit is not as localized a phe-
nomenon from the standpoint of convenience as is the activity of
saving. One certainly does not go in every day or every week to
obtain a mortgage and yet savings are conducted on a frequent

riodic basis by day and by wetﬁz By way of summation there,

Mr. Chairman, I'd like to reiterate the following key points con-
cerning S. 406 and the issues surrounding it, I repeat, financial
_institutions do in fact have an obligation to their communities,
within the limits of financial soundness. Responsibility of financial
institutions is to borrowers and savers alike. A charter to go broke
is no charter at all.

We agree that additional data and information are needed to
monitor the activities of financial institutions but statutory require-
ment would be the wrong way to go at this time.

First: The authority for soliciting this data presently exists. Con-
siderable information of the nature envisioned under S. 406 is al-
ready public information. Because this data would presumably con-
vey public benefits, we would encourage public sharing of the costs
associated with obtaining any additional information and data.

Finally, Mr. Chairman, I believe that the road to financial fair-
ness must be paved with less regulation and fewer artificial barriers
and costs. Data gathering and analysis, fine—we endorse the con-
cepts surrounding such information gathering as posed in S. 406
and are quite willing to support it. But to the extent that such
actions are used to create artificial barriers and restrict market
flows, then history has shown time and again that these actions only
create inequities and unnecessary costs without mitigating the prob-
lems and providing the solutions for which they were intended.

Mr. Chairman, one last point I'd like to add for the record and
for your information and for Senator Willians’ information that
was mentioned by Chairman Marston. The New Jersey Mortgage
Finance Agency is launching a new program and has negotiated
the private placement of $100 million of bonds of which City Fed-
eral Savings, the institution which I head, has subscribed to $50
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million, half of the issue. We are closing that transaction next week
on March 29.

The program requires that the proceeds of that bond issue be
loaned on residential mortgages in specific neighborhoods as de-
seribed by maps and boundaries. It’s a specific antiredlining bill.
That money must be loaned to mortgage borrowers in those neigh-
borhoods in particular cities in the State.

On the other hand, the program is structured in such a way that
it’s a sound investment for the bond holders in that 85 percent of the
loans shall be insured by the Federal Housing Administration and
the Veterans’ Administration. Certain reserve requirements are pro-
vided for the conventional lending that will be done,

We endorse this as a responsible and positive program to serve
the legitimate credit needs of all of our citizens. That’s what we're
chartered to do. There is no simple solution, Mr, Chairman. It'’s a
multifaceted problem and to compartmentalize it, if you will, as
this bill would do, the saving and the borrowing needs of the com-
munity, we submit would be counterproductive rather than produec-
tive. Thank you very much.

Senator Sareanes. Mr. Roessner, I just want to make this com-
ment, and I first of all agree with your observations that it’s not n
simple solution. I want to thank you for what I consider to be an
extremely thoughtful statement, and T must say that I think it
reflects a greater sensitivity to the public interest and to the con-
cerns that have motivated this legislation and other activities on
your part, coming here as a private citizen representing the indus-
try, than was previously reflected by Chairman Marston. I’'m not
ﬁoing to expect you to comment on this—that was previously re-

ected by Chairman Marston, who is a public official and whose
prime concern is the public interest. I just make that as an observation.

I think you have shown a great deal of sensitivity to the problem.
I may not agree with you in every respect, but at least we can have
a discussion with some understanding of what the sitnation is.

I take it that you don’t really object to furnishing at least a good
deal of the kind of information that this legislation seeks. Ts that
correct ?

Mr. RoessNer. No. We endorse the objectives of the bill.

Senator Sarsanes. Well, of course, the regulatory agencies could
have been requiring and sceking this information now, but they
have not done it. .

Mr. Roessxer. Mr. Chairman, T appreciate your comments with
respect to our testimony and while T should take the fifth with
respect to the comments about the chairman, T must say that my
own institution has 64 branches. We have filed applications before
the Federal Home Loan Bank Board many, many times. T must
say, sir, that they do a superb job. They get most of the information
that I believe this bill requires.

The fact is, however, that within recent years—and by recent,
mean perhaps the last 8 to 10 years—the savings and loan industry.
in my judgment. has finally awakened to the fact that convenienct
is a critical consideration in the mind of the saver and the commer
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cial banking industry was out-stripping us. They are still out-
branching us by something like 3-to-1.

So that I applaud what the Board has done to encourage our
industry to branch, to provide convenience in addition to rate, be-
cause as the chairman pointed out, it takes those savers to make
those loans. You do not get both from the same neighborhoods in
equal volume and really much of the data with respect to the char-
acteristics of the neighborhood, the kind of loans we already have
in the primary trade areas, are now required by the Board.

As a matter of fact, sir, in our written testimony, we make refer-
ence to the application itself which is standard with the Board in
which they specify the information the applicant must file.

I’m saying that while perhaps there has been an emphasis upon
convenience in garnering savings within the last 5 to 10 years, per-
haps a greater emphasis should now be placed upon whether or not
the legitimate sound credit needs of the areas we serve are being
filled. I do not argue with that.

I submit, on the other hand, that by statute is not the way to do
it. We think this agency has been responsible. We think it’s done
an outstanding job. We think it will. I think it’s been bound to help
because Con, in showing this kind of interest.

I recite the program in New Jersey. We are sensitive to these
things. We want to do it. We must still make a profit, though,
Senator.

Senator SarBanes, Well, of course, the legislation has language
that’s specifically designed to protect you on that latter concern.
I mean, the legislation recognizes that you’re going to apply eco-
nomic criteria to these loans and doesn’t seek to deny you that.

Mr. RorssNER. Senator, may I make another point here which you
may be aware of and perhaps you’re not? The statute that au-
thorizes the Federal Home Loan Bank Board to approve or grant
charters to Federal associations is not at all specific. It’s very gen-
eral. Their right to grant such branches has been tested in the courts.
It’s gone all the way up to the Supreme Court I believe on more
than one occasion. The original test case was one in New Jersey.
The courts found that the Board in fact has authority to grant
branches because under the statute they are required to follow the
best practices of properly conducted local thrift and home financing
institutions to get a variety of practices around the Nation, of both
mutual savings banks and savings and loan associations.

So the Board has followed those practices, but that’s a broad
authority they have.

Now, within that context of such broad authority we submit in
our statement that to get so specific in terms of details by statute
would be counterproductive. You may not agree with that but that
is our considered judgment.

Senator Sareanes. I understand that point. I think the concern
is that the Board, in carrying out that general mandate, has ne-
glected, or virtually neglected, one aspect of the total picture that’
extremely important.

88-032 O - 77 - 18
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You say in your statement, and I share that view, on page 2, the
primary obligations of savings and loan associations, fparticul&rly
those under Federal charter by Congress in 1933, is to foster home-
ownership, and I think that’s really the thrust of what we’re trying
to get at, and particularly the problem of certain areas just being
blanketed out in terms of being the recipients of funds.

I understand your point on page 6 about the capital flows and
where your money comes from and where it goes to and that gets
into a question of how you define the community you’re talking
about. If it were defined as a metropolitan area, it would seem to
me that information on lending practices which showed that an
institution, in effect, drew from the local area, but then only put
money back in the periphery, even though in the area’s middle
there might be equally good ventures available, is not meeting the
kind of mandate it ought to have under its charter. You don't
really quarrel with that I don’t think.

Mr. Roessxer. I don’t quarrel with the essence of it. I quarrel
with the fact that that’s being ignored. I think the Federal Home
Loan Bank Board and I think the savings and loan industry is
being very responsive to this whole need. Unfortunately, we are
carrying:

Senator Sarsaxes, Do you think other lending institutions are
being as responsive as the Federal Savings and Loans? .

Mr. Roessyer. No, sir; I do not. The life insurance companies,
for example, in this Nation have practically abandoned the res!-
dential mortgage credit. Now I don’t want to pull our chestnuts out
of the fire by bringing them in, but as we discuss this issue the fact
is we are carrying a very heavy burden.

Senator Sarsanes. We did it, too; so don’t worry that you're
putting them into the fire,

Mr. RoessNEr. They are big boys. They handle themselves very
well.

Senator SarBaxEs. Senator Williams.

Senator Wirriams. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

~ I'm glad I came in for the conclusion. Of course I will read Mr.
Roessner’s full statement later. I appreciate that the National Sav-
ings and Loan League does support in principle the objectives here
and I gather that is not only your personal position but the position
of the league and you’re speaking for the league?

Mr. RoessNER. Yes, sir. .

Senator WiLtiams. And I know that in practice you, as the chief
executive officer of one of the largest savings and loan institutions
in New Jersey, practice what you say you believe in principle In
our State.

Do vou find that the principle is applied by members of the
league equally across the country or is this a spotty thing? )

Mr., Roessxer. Senator Williams, it’s really quite broad. Obvl-
_ously, an institution in a small, relatively isolated community might
be devoid of any of these problems. To some extent it depends upon
where one is located, but there are illustrations all across the Nation
as to what the savings and loan industry is trying to do within the
boundaries of soundness to address themselves to this need.
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As I said to Senator Sarbanes, of course, it’s a complex problem.
There are no simple solutions. I think we must attack it on many
fronts. There are many ways to do this. In New Jersey again, our
mortgage finance agency has tried several programs. The loans to
lenders programs in which we participated where the agency bor-
rowed the money, made loans to us to in turn lend to particular
. types of borrowers in particular cities, they gave us an additional 25
basis points if we lend in particular cities to encourage through the
carrot technique loans in those cities. We responded. That was done.
The agency felt it wasn’t done enough, if you will, in certain specific
locations they contend the loans were not made. They were made in
Newark, for example, in the Valesburg section instead of the cen-
tral ward. Now under the new program that I referred to, the loans
are going to have to be made in the central ward, if, in fact, such
demand exists,

But such loans are going to be made primarily on an FHA/VA
insured basis because the institutions still have a mandate to func-
tion on a sound basis. There are risks.

Senator Wirriams. I was particularly pleased to hear of your
subscription to the new issue that’s coming out next week, that $100
million. How much housing is anticipated from that?

Mr. RoessNer. Senator, 1f you divide the $100 million into about
an average, unfortunately, of $40,000, I think that’s 2,500 loans.
Somebody had better check my arithmetic.

Senator WirLiams. That’s one of the problems that we face, of
course, and not in this context particularly, but the new single
family residential isn’t reaching the income I}e,svels as I see it of the
lower-middle income.

Mr. Roessner. Senator Williams, you’re aware particularly in our
State, in New Jersey, the very economics of the situation is such
that very high percentage, perhaps 85 percent of the people are
priced out o? the residential mortgage market., The tax burden is
part of this,

Senator WiLLiams. And that $40,000 average is divided, pretty
much—the first big chunk is the land itself; is that right?

Mr. RoessNer. Yes. Of course, because these loans must be made
in particular neighborhoods of older cities in our State, it will be
primarily existing construction, resale of existing houses. Again, the
ec(])nomics wouldn’t support new construction in any significant
volume.

Senator WiLLiams. If you don’t mind a little ad for your asso-
ciation in New Jersey

Mr. RoessxEr. Never.

Senator WiLLiams. My hometown went through the critical pe-
riod of the late sixties and had many problems, It still does. The
showplace is not on Main Street—it’s not called Main Street but
it’s our secondary main street in Plainfield, N.J.—is City Federal’s
new building by Edward Durrell Stone. I guess it’s been there 10
years now.

Mr. RoessNER. Senator, Plainfield is another interesting illustra-
tion. The city, unfortunately, was known nationally for some of the
problems that developed in the sixties. Chairman Marston should
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take credit for this and his predecessors. The neighborhood housing
service in Plainfield was one of the first in this series of NHS ac-
tivities, a broad-based community program, initiated by the Fed-
eral Home Loan Bank Board, supported and funded in part by the
local savings and loan association. We are making progress, not
dramatic, but we are out there trying.

Senator WirLiams. I agree. And Plainfield happens to be one city

where 235 housing showed a lot of promise until that sort of dried
up for other reasons.

Mr. Roessxer. Yes, sir.

Senator WirLiams. Thank you very much. We are proud of you
for your statement.

Senator SarBaNes. Mr. Roessner, I just want to thank you again
for a very thoughtful statement and presentation and a great deal
of sensitivity to the problem. I think it’s probably safe to say that
if all the chief executives of lending institutions across the count
had as much concern and sensitivity as you have evidenced this
morning, we might not have quite the problem that we have befors
us. Thank you. .

Mr. RoessNEr. Thank you. That’s very generous of you, Senator.

Senator SaBranes. Thank you. The committee stands adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 12:50 p.m., the hearing was adjoumed.]]




COMMUNITY CREDIT NEEDS

FRIDAY, MARCH 25, 1977

U.S. SENATE,
CommrirTeE ox Bankine, Housing AND UrBAN AFFAIRS,
' Washington, D.C.

The committee met at 10:05 a.m. in room 5302 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building, Senator William Proxmire, (chairman of the com-
mittee) presiding.

Present : Senators Proxmire, Sparkman, and Garn.

The CramMan. The committee will come to order.

Our first witness this morning is Mr. Todd Cooke, president of
the Philadelphia Saving Fund Society.

I understand you have a plane to catch, and you have to leave
here by 10:30 or so. Therefore, we are going to put you on by your-
self to testify as the initial witness and then we will have a few
questions for you and then we will proceed to the other witnesses.

STATEMERT OF M. TODD COOKE, PRESIDENT, THE PHILADELPHIA
SAVING FUND SOCIETY

Mr. Cooxge. I appreciate that, Senator, and I'm sorry I can’t stay
for the entire morning.

I am president of the Philadelphia Saving Fund Society, famil-
iarly known as PSFS, with current deposits of $4.4 bi]gon, and
assets of $4.8, PSFS is the largest savings bank in the country, as
well as the oldest. PSF'S is also, by a wide margin, the largest mort-
gage investor located in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Dur-
ing 1976, for example, PSFS settled $560 million to mortgage loans.

I am happy to have the opportunity this morning of presenting
my views on the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977. This bill
would direct the Federal financial supervisory agencies to exercise
their authority, for example, when conducting periodic examina-
tions or considering applications for new branches, to encourage
financial institutions to meet the credit, as well as the deposit needs
of the communities they serve.

I shall briefly state my position with respect to the bill as a
whole and several of its provisions and then make a few general
comments.

One: A financial institution, in my judgment, clearly has a pri-
mary and continuing resEonsibility to the community in which it is
authorized to operate. This is an underlying premise of the bill in
which I heartily concur.

(289)
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Two: This responsibility cannot be limited simply to helping meet
the community’s deposit needs, but must, as a matter of economic
logic, extend also to its credit needs.

Three: Accordingly, I take no exception to the bill’s directive that
the supervisory agencies use their chartering, examining, supervis-
ing and regulating authority to encourage financial institutions,
which may have been lax in this regard, to meet these twin responsi-
bilities. _

Turning to the detailed requirements of the bill, I must express
two reservations as follows:

One: The requirement—section 4(1)(c)—that financial institu-
tions, as part of their application for a new branch office facility,
indicate the proportion of consumer deposits deriving from the
community which will be reinvested in the community is impractical.
While a rough percentage could be targeted for a specific date, it
would be a little better than a guess, and given the virtual certainty
of shifts in consumer deposit flows and credit demands, would have
little validity for subsequent periods, These shifts result from a
multiplicity of factors, ranging from the local to the global, which
simply cannot, with any plausibility, be reduced to projections for
a community or a neighborhood within a large city.

Accordingly, I would urge the deletion of this section and suggest
that determination of compliance be left to the administrative dis-
cretion of the supervisory agencies.

As a less significant comment I would also suggest that the lan-
guage of section 4(3) be revised to make it clear that the super-
visory agencies’ obligation to hold hearings is permissive, rather
than mandatory.

I understand that last year the FDIC considered 866 applica-
tions to open new banking offices or deposit facilities. Clearly, it
would be an intolerable administrative burden were the FDIC, and
the other supervisory agencies, required to hold a public hearing
and receive testimony on each such application.

With your indulgence, I will now make a few general comments.
First, I would like to emphasize that mutual savings banks have a
long and distinguished history of serving the communities in which
they are located. Meeting the credit and deposit needs of the indi-
vidual and the family is one important way that mutual savings
banks have discharged this responsibility.

In addition, they have also, through bond investment, financed
waterplants, police stations, schools, and numerous other municipal
facilities and improvements. They have provided the funds to build
the churches, hospitals, colleges, and universities and other volun-
tary institutions which are such a vital part of our communities.

In addition, they have encouraged their trustees and officers to
provide, in their individual capacities, the leadership and support
for major community endeavors.

In my testimony, I cite a few examples in the experience of mv
own institution. I will not read that portion of my testimony. I
want to bring it, however, to your attention that PSFS was instru-
mental in spearheading in 1975 the Philadelphia mortgage plan.
This has the cooperation of every bank, commereial, and mutual in
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Philadelphia, and is successfully providing mortgage financing on
competitive market terms to creditworthy tgamilies who wish to buy
properties in older urban neighborhoods.

What I would like to suggest to your attention is that mutual
savings banks have already and historically accepted their broad
responsibilities to the community, The Community Reinvestment
Act addresses itself to only a small portion of what savings banks
already are doing.

Two final comments which I trust will not be considered gratui-
tous. Financial institutions have a social role which, as the previous
paragraphs suggest, savings banks have historically discharged with
distinction. The social rofe is intertwined with the savings bank’s
vital economic role as a financial intermediary. There is always a
danger, whenever legislation of this type is enacted, that it will
compromise this latter role.

_The economic role of financial intermediaries continues to be the
historic one of effecting the transfer of funds from areas of capital
surplus—be they functional or geographic, to those of capital short-
age. Permitting socially desirable constraints to overbalance this
vital economic role will cripple financial institutions and their abil-
ity to function effectively in the public interest in either capacity.

Finally, I must register concern that the Community Relnvest-
ment Act, if passed, might provoke the Federal supervisory agencies
to a frenzy of rulemaking and regulations which could prove bur-
densome to the financial institutions involved, without providing
any real offsetting benefit to the public. PSFS has just completed
preparing the reports, for the last half of 1976, required by the
Home Mortgage Disclosure Act of 1975, The PSFS report runs 32
pages, and, according to the estimates of our comptroller, costs
$83,000 to produce. I am not necessarily questioning the value of
the data which financial institutions are obliged to produce under
the terms of the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act, but simply point-
ing out that each such act, and even more important, the regulations
and reporting requirements deriving from each such act, divert
significant resources from the bank’s principal activities, add further
to the mountain of paperwork and increase significantly the cost of
doing business.

Accordingly, I would hope that the bill might, as previously
suggested, grant considerable administrative discretion to the super-
visory agencies, so that they would not feel obligated to develop an
elaborate structure of regulations in achieving the bill’s objectives.

Mr. Cooxe. Mr. Chairman, I would be glad to answer any ques-
tions you may have.

[Complete statement of Mr. Cooke follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT oF M. Toon CooKE, PRESIDENT,
THE PHILADELPHIA SAving Funp SocCiETY

My name is M, Todd Cooke. I am President of The Philadelphia Saving Fund
Society, familiarly known as PSFS, with current (2/28/77) deposits of $4.4
billion and assets of $4.8 billion. PSFS is the largest savings bank in the
country, as well as the oldest. PSFSR is also, by a wide margin, the largest
mortgage investor located in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. During 1976,
for example, PSFS settled $560 million in mortgage loans.



292

I am happy to have the opportunity this morning of presenting my views on
the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977. This bill would direct the Federal
financial supervisory agencies to exercise their authority, for example, when
conducting periodic examinations or considering applications for new branches.
to encourage financial institutions to meet the credit as well as the deposit
needs of the communities they serve.

I shall briefly state my position with respect to the hill as a whole and
several of its provisions and then make a few general comments, following
which I will be happy to respond to any questions you may have.

1. A financlal institution, in my judgment, clearly has a primary and con-
tinuing responsibility to the community in which it is authorized to operate.
This is an underlying premise of the bill in which I heartily concur.

2. This responsibility cannot be limited simply to helping meet the com-
munity’s deposit needs, but must, as a matter of economic logie, extend also
to its credit needs. ;

3. Accordingly, I take no exception to the bill's directive that the supervisory
agencies use their chartering, examining, supervising and regulating authority
to encourage financial institutions, which may have been lax in this regard,
to meet these twin responsibilities.

Turning to the detailed requirements of the bill, I must express two
reservations as follows:

1. The requirement (Section 4) (1) (C) that financial institutions, as part
of their application for a new branch office facility, indicate the proportion of
consumer deposits deriving from the community which will be reinvested in
the commmnity is impractical. While a rough percentage could be targeted
for a specific date, it would he little hetter than a guess, and given the virtual
certainty of shifts in consumer deposit flows and credit demands, would have
little validity for suhsequent periods. These shifts result from a multiplieity
of factors. ranging from the local to the global, which simply cannot, with any
plausibility, be reduced to projections for a community or a neighborhood within
a large city. Accordingly, I would urge the deletion of this section and suggest
that determination of compliance be left to the administrative discretion of the
snpervisory agencies.

2. T would also suggest that the language of Section 4(3) be revised to make
it clear that the supervisory agencies’ obligation to hold hearings is permissive
rather than mandatory. Last year, I understand that the FDIC, for example,
considered 866 applications to open new banking offices or ‘‘deposit facilities”.
Clearly, it would be an intolerable administrative burden were the FDIC,
and the other supervisory agencies, required to hold a public hearing and
receive testimony on each such application.

With your indulgence. I will now make a few general comments. First,
I would like to emphasize that mutual savings banks have a long and dis-
tinguished history of serving the communities in which they are located.
Meeting the credit and depnsit needs of the individual and the family Is
one important way that mutual savings banks have discharged this responsi-
bility. In addition, they have also, through bond investment, financed water
plants, police stations, schools and numerous other municipal facilities and
improvements. They have provided the funds {o build the churches, hospitals,
colleges and universities and other voluntary institutions which are such a
vital part of our communities., In addition, they have encouraged their
trustees and officers to provide, in their individual capacities, the leadership
and support for major community endeavors, such as the United Way, and
major community institutions, such as hospitals and colleges.

To mention only a few examples from the experience of my own institution,
I'SFS financed the first residential urban renewal undertaking in the country—
the Friends Neighborhood Guild rehabilitation project in Philadelphia’s East
Poplar area. PSFS also was instrumental. both in terms of providing leader-
ship and financing, in relocating Philadelphia’s produce market from the
Dock Street area, thus clearing the way for the highly successful restoration
and rejuvenation of the historic Society Hill area. PSFS has also, for many
years, taken a special interest in various programs designed to encourage
homeownership and rehabilitation in older urban neighborhoods. Recently,
PSFS was one of three financial institutions which spearheaded the develo}
ment and operation of the Philadelphia Mortgage Plan. This program, which
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now has the active support and participation of every bank—commercial and
mutual, in Philadelphia, is successfully providing mortgage financing, on
competitive market terms, to creditworthy families who wish to buy properties
in older urban neighborhoods. In addition, PSFS has a long history of providing
financing for many of the Philadelphia area's churches, hospitals, colleges,
universities and specialized voluntary institutions. I am, therefore, suggesting
that mutual savings banks have already accepted their broad responsibilities
to the community. The Community Reinvestment Act addresses itself only
to a small portion of what savings banks already are doing.

Two final comments: Financial institutions have a social role which, as the
previous paragraphs suggest, savings banks have historically discharged with
distinction. The social role is intertwined with the savings bank's vital
economic role as a financial intermediary. There is always a danger, whenever
legislation of this type is enacted, that it will compromise this latter role.

The economie role of financial intermedinries continues to be the historic one
of effecting the transfer of funds from areas of capital surplus—be they
functional or geographic, to those of capital shortage. Permitting socially
desirable constraints to overbalance this vital economic role will cripple finan-
cial institutions and their abllity to funetion effectively in the public interest
in either capacity.

Finally, I am concerned that the Community Reinvestment Act, if passed,
might provoke the Federal supervisory agencies to a frenzy of rule-making and
regulations which could prove burdensome to the financial institutions involved,
without providing any real benefit to the public. PSFS has just completed
preparing the reports. for the last half of 1976, required by the Home Mortgage
Disclosure Act of 18975. The PSFS report runs 32 pages, and, according to the
estimates of our Comptroller, costs $83,000 to produce. I am not necessarily
questioning the value of the data which financial institutions are obliged to
produce under the terms of the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act, but simply
pointing out that each sueh Aect, and even more important, the regulations
and reporting requirements deriving from each such Act, divert significant
resources from the bank's principal activities, add further to the mountain of
paperwork and increase significantly the cost of doing business. Accordingly,
I would hope that the bill night, as previously suggested, grant considerable
administrative discretion to the supervisory agencles so that they would not
feel obligated to develop an elaborate structure of regulations in achieving
the bill's objectives.

This concludes my testimony. I shall be happy to answer gquestions, if you
wish.

The Caaman. Thank you very much for a constructive state-
ment. I agree with virtually everything you say.

I have questions for you.

There is no question that the bill is limited and limited in its
effect. It is certainly limited in the benefits it is going to bring for
housing and community development. And it is not designed to do
everything by any means at all. It is also only a small portion of
what the savings and loan and other institutions do now with re-
spect to community assistance.

I agree also that this bill should not be designed to impede cap-
ital flow from capital surplus areas to capital deficit areas. We do
not want to do that. That is not the intention of the bill. We should
do all we can to prevent that effect.

I am very impressed by your assertion, which is certainly sensible,
that this legislation should not have the effect of imposing addi-
tional regulation and report writing. What we had in mind is when
institutions wish to branch, that they now have to comply with
providing information, and this would simply change to some ex-
tent the kind of information that they would supply.

We do not have any notion that we would impose a big paperwork
burden here.
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Let me ask you, you say you support the thrust of the bill. You
support its objective. You think it is desirable. But you have some
problem with the proposed mechanism in section 4.

What administrative enforcement in your view should we sub-
stitute for what we provide here! We had testimony on the first
day of hearings, on Wednesday, from Mr. Nader, saying that the
bill was toothless; it needed more force and effect if it is going to do
anything.

Mr. Cooke. The thrust of my comment, Senator Proxmire, would
be to urge that the bill focus attention on a financial institution’s
overall response to the credit needs of the community defined in
terms of the overall area served by the financial institution, and not
in terms of each individual branch and the community that the
branch serves.

Perhaps could I elaborate by an example of what troubles me.

The Cuairaan. Yes, sir.

Mr. Cooke. We have an office in an older section of Philadelphia.
It is in my judgment precisely the kind of neighborhood that
requires the continuing attention of financial institutions. It needs
mortgage investment. This particular office, our Logan office, has
lost a quarter of a million dollars in deposits over the last 2-year
period. The residents of that community are dissaving. The logic
that could be inferred from the bill is that such dissaving shounld
also be accompanied by disinvestment.

I recognize clearly that that is not the thrust of the bill. In fact,
I would like to point out in that particular community my institu-
tion, over roughlv the same period that deposits dropped by $250,000.
a quarter of a million dollars, has invested $1.8 million in residential
mortgages.

The point I am trying to make is if you restrict the analysis to
limited communities served by specific branches, I'm afraid the "
conclusions drawn may be erroneous.

The Cuamryan, That is an excellent point. It would be ridiculous
in my view for a regulating body to indicate that because the
deposits had dropped, therefore the investment of the bank in the
community would drop. It may be that the investment of the com-
munity is outrageously deficient to begin with. If the deposits
dropped, they should have increased them before and they should
in this case.

That suggests that we should look at the langunage and try to
strengthen it.

In your experience on the receiving end of the regulatory policy,
have the regulators ever displayed anvy sensitivity to whether you
are adequately serving community credit needs? Have they ever asked
you about that or requested of you or asked you for the record ?

Mr. Cooxe. I would have to say thay have not, to my personal
knowledge. Whether they have made such inquiries of other officers
in the bank, T cannot say.

The Crramrmax. Do you know of a savings bank that failed to get
branch approval because they were failing to serve credit needs?

Mr. Cooxe. I do not.
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The Cuamman. Do financial institutions in your view have an
obligation to serve the credit needs of their localities? I take it from
your statement that you think they do.

Mr. Cooke. In my judgment they most assuredly do.

The CuamrMan. Your institutions took the lead in providing
Philadelphia residents with more loans in what were viewed as red-
line areas. You are a community leader and a banker that cares
about his city.

What should public policy do to encourage other lenders to dis-
lay the initiative you have shown? Or is this a voluntary thing for
enders, to encourage growth in the community or not through

their efforts?

Mr. Cooxe. The bill we are considering would tend to encourage
financial institutions to shoulder these responsibilities where they
have not been doing so. Government can also be supportive to a
program like the Philadelphia mortgage plan, which is entirely a
private program, But it can be sustained and supported very help-
fully by governmental actions, particularly municipal actions which
would {pe directed to shoring up adjacent areas, to increasing the
level of municipal services, or perhaps simply to restoring municipal
services to a level in an older community comparable to that already
being provided in a newer community.

The Cumamyax. Why in your view are some institutions less
sensitive than yours has been in community needs, in providing
credit for communities?

Mr. Cooke. That is a difficult question, Senator Proxmire. Perhaps
Philadelphia with its Quaker tradition has some greater concern
for the community needs. I think also it is fair to say that we in
Philadelphia today benefit from a fairly long tradition of business
and community leaders working together on the whole fairly
harmoniously.

The CramrMAN. Senator Sparkman ?

Senator SpargmaN. Mr. Chairman.

Of course, I have not been here during all of the testimony, but
have you expressed yourself—I have tried to read your statement,
but I did not have a chance to read all of it. We are considering
S. 406; that is correct, is it not?

Mr. CooxEe. Yes.

Senator SrarkymaN. Have you said yea or nay on the bill?

Mr. Cooxe. I believe, Senator, I have said that in general I
would endorse the bill, subject to some reservations which I have
outlined on pages 2 and 3 of my testimony.

The most serious reservation relates to section (4) (1) (¢).

Senator Searkman. What is that particular section? )

Mr. Cooke. That is the section which would require financial
institutions as part of their application for a new branch office
facility to specifically indicate, presumably by some percentage
figure, the amount of deposits deriving from the community to be
served by the new office which the institutions would propose to
reinvest in the community.

To me that effort, that specificity is impractical.
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The Cuammax. Thank you very much, Mr. Cooke. I thank you
for your support of the legislation and your warning that you
want us to word it in such a way that we don’t deprive assistance
to areas that need it.

Now, I would like to have Mr. Ronald Grzywinski, chairman
of the executive committee of South Shore National Bank of
Chicago; and Mr. Milligan, who is at the table as our next witnesses
as a panel.

STATEMENTS OF RONALD GRZYWINSKI, CHAIRMAN OF THE EXEC-
UTIVE COMMITTEE, SOUTH SHORE NATIONAL BANK OF CHICAGO,
AND A. A. MILLIGAN, PRESIDENT-ELECT, AMERICAN BANKERS
ASSOCIATION

The CrHarrarax, I will ask Mr. Grzywinski to lead off and then
Mr. Milligan and then we will question both gentlemen.

Go ahead.

Mr. Grzywinskl I will summarize a little of the written testimony
I I}resented and add a little to it.

t seems over the 15 years or so that I have been in the banking
business that a banker has three responsibilities.
* The first of those is to protect the savings that are entrusted to his
care.

The second one is to earn a reasonable return for his shareholders,
and the third one is to support and encourage the economic develop-
ment of his community.

The community in the case for a bank such as South Shore might
be in our immediate neighborhood.

For larger banks it might be an entire metropolitan area; perhaps
for some of the major money center banks, perhaps the economy of the
entire United States.

It seems to me that the available evidence shows that generally the
banking industry has done a very good job on the first two. We
have certainly had bank failures in the past couple of years, but
generally the banking industry has done a good job in the past
four decades protecting the savings that are entrusted to its care.
The data also shows that banking as an industry has, over the
years, earned a very reasonable rate of return on Invested capital.

I think, more and more, as the data becomes available as a result
of various kinds of disclosure ordinances at the State and Federal
levels and in the cities, it is becoming clear that perhaps for a
variety of reasons the banking industry is not doing as good a job
as might be done in supporting and encouraging the economic
development in its primary service area, its community.

There are several reasons. One: That the managers and the owners
of banks are measured and rewarded primarily on the profit per-
formance of their banks. That is the primary measurement stick.
Tt is the easiest measurcment stick and it is also the best reward
system. .

Second: We have created in this country a body of public policy
that contributes to the earnings of banks. Many of those policies
were created to serve other purposes, especially during the thirties.
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But, in effect there are a number of such policies that affect the
bottom line of bank earnings statements. Ceifings on interest rates -
is one example. It is an example where, if those rates were floating,
banks would probably pay higher interest rates than they presentl
pay and, in the short term, there would be some reduction in ban
earnings.

Depositor insurance is another. While it is paid for by banks, one
could argue that it has probably made the public less aware of the
capital-to-asset ratios of many of our financial institutions.

would guess that if we did not have FDIC and FSLIC in-
surance, the public might be more aware of the 20-to-1, 25-to-1, asset-
to-capital ratios that prevail at some banks and might make demands
to have the ratios reduced to 10-to-1.

The focus of this particular legislation restricting entry into the
marketplace is a benefit that is conferred by public policy and that
contributes to the earnings of banks, If the banking industry were
able to open branches the way the gas companies used to open
branches, competition might be more severe, and we argue that
earnings would be significantly lower. The purpose of going through
this litany is to point out that in my judgment, because of the
public policies, it seems to me that the public has a call on regulated
financial institutions to do those things that are in the public interest
and that again, the banking industry seems generally unwilling to
do by itself,

I think our own experience, while it is early and limited, has
pointed out that a financial institution can be the vehicle, perhaps
the means, to restore economic vitality to a particular community.
Probably you know we were able to put together an investor group
314 years ago that purchased the South Shore National Bank. The
bank had been started in 1939 and grew through 1968, its peak.

The South Shore National Bank and its neighborhood began to
experience racial change in the sixties. The South Shore National
Bank in 1968 had $80 million in assets.

Thereafter, it began to lose those assets. Its deposits began to
experience deposit attrition. After some time the bank applied for
permission to the Comptroller of the Currency to relocate out of
the neighborhood to a new location in downtown Chicago.

Fortunately, the people who lived in South Shore at that time
were able to get competent, professional assistance, and they were
able to contest that move; and they succeeded in getting a favorable
decision from the Comptroller that required the South Shore Na-
tional Bank to stay in South Shore. The Comptroller said it was an
unprecedented decision for that office.

We were able to purchase the bank 8 months later.

Since that time we have been trying to use it as a development
bank for the neighborhood. That means working within the body
of the regulations. We have tried to consciously make an effort to
use the bank’s resources—the credit power of the bank—and reinvest
them in our neighborhood.

To date, through the past 314 yecars we have reinvested about $8
million or a third of our total loan portfolio in South Shore. It is
invested in various ways. While I think it is too carly to say that
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the South Shore neighborhood has turned around, there are very
clear indications that it is moving in the right direction.

Single family property values in the past 18 months have increased
by at least 50 percent and in some areas, by more than 50 perecnt,
and it has become an extremely tight market.

There are a number of people becoming interested, including a
major savings and loan service corporation that has started to do
multifamily rehabilitation, and a number of other parties are
coming into the neighborhood looking at the rental housing stock
and working to redevelop it.

We have been working with other people who are interested in
rebuilding the commercial district. If one talked to various people
in the neighborhood, one would find that there is a general spirit
that the situation in the neighborhood has turned around and is
beginning to move in the right direction, although there is still
much to do. We did all of this work pretty much by ourselves.

The contribution by the savings and loan service corporation was
an important contribution.

But during the time we were doing this, two of the largest banks
in Illinois, the two largest banks have had about $25 million in
deposits from our neighborhood. We know this because the city of
Chicago has passed a disclosure ordinance that requires banks, if
they want to receive city funds, to disclose not only the loans but
the deposits they have and the source of those deposits—those banks
have over $25 million and are major sources of competition—if one
excludes statemented loans against charge cards, it appears that they
have only reinvested $500,000 in our neighborhood.

There is data on other neighborhoods in Chicago, which wouldl
tend to show the same thing in the other areas.

So, T have various conversations with bankers——

The Cuamrmax. Did you say $500,000°?

Mr. Grzywinskr. Yes. The figures are $25.3 million. Total loans,
$5.6 million. We estimate that 90 percent of the $5.6 million is in
charge card loans, which would leave a net of $500.000. It comes
to 2 percent, if I'm not mistaken. Anyway, the various conversations
I have had with bankers at larger banks have indicated quite clearly.
I think, two things.

One: That many of the banks see themselves as retail savings
banks, but as wholesale lending banks.

They don’t sce any incentive or any need for getting involved in
lending in the neighborhood. They recognize that and their market-
ing policies are all geared toward attracting personal savings
accounts. They know as well as, I’m sure, members of this committee
know, that that is the fastest growing sector of bank deposits and
has been for some time. .

Second: Where I have talked to middle management people I
in larger banks that have branches—we have no branching in
Illinois—it seems that in many cases. there is no communication
between people responsible at the staff level for providing urban
services and the people who have branch line responsibility.

Where the credit decisions are being made, there is relatively
little communication. I think all of this has led me to what my own
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experience has been and to an unfortunate conclusion. Three or
four years ago, I was more optimistic that bankers might work more
aggressively in taking greater initiative in rebuilding neighborhoods
and communities. '

The unfortunate conclusion I have come to is that bank managers
may be well-intentioned on that issue, but the simple fact of the
matter is that the system rewards earnings, and development or
reinvestment in neighborhood is an additional short-term cost.

If any bank decides to do that by itself, it is, in effect, self-
imposing a tax on its earnings. Therefore, what is needed is a uni-
versally applied system of incentives and/or sanctions to encourage
development.

I say that, unfortunately, because like most people, I don’t like
any more legislation or regulation than we have to have.

It seems as though nothing much is going to happen, if we don’t
do something.

S. 406 is a modest, but important, beginning in this regard. It
should be enacted. _

However, I think it should be strengthened in the area of the
authority and direction to examine current performance in existing
service areas. Otherwise, I think there is a possibility, perhaps a
probability, that the legislation will be counterproductive. It is
generally viewed that facilities are opened only in affluent markets.
It would not do much for the older areas which are generating large
proportions of the savings in banks and which need most reinvest-
ment.

There are five areas where the committee may wish to consider
strengthening the bill. The first—and it might well be done through
regulation rather than legislation—is to do a better job of defining
the primary savings service area. Questions of definition here are
important. An applicant bank, a bank applying for a new deposit
facility, should prepare an economic impact analysis that shows the
credit needs of the area and how those credit needs are going to be
met.

I'm concerned here that there may be a number of banks, inde-
pendent banks, perhaps banks that have small branching networks
that might be doing a very good job in their primary economic area.
and they might well be located in very attractive growth areas. And
there is a tendency in this country—where bigness per se is able
to take advantage of growth opportunities—to favor larger financial
institutions.

The Crarmraan. I hesitate to interrupt but could you summarize
if possible in a few minutes. )

Mr. Grzywinski. But T think we need to show where the credit
needs are and how those credit needs are going to be met,

Third: As we saw in the South Shore situation, where the com-
munity group was attempting to fight, it was able to get professional
resources. Generally, there is an imbalance in any public hearing
because an applicant bank is able to muster many more professional
resources and the consumer and community groups are generally
dependent on voluntary assistance.
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I think here the bill could be improved by giving standing to a
municipal government in a hearing, but more importantly, by
having a system where there is financing and support for a public
advocate within the agencies who would be looking at the public
point of view on the various branch applications.

Fourth, I think it is necessary that whatever reporting require-
ments there are be done by census tracts. Contrary to Mr. Cooke’s
position, we have seen where, within service areas, there are
enormous disparities. Only by getting down to census tracts can
" you see where the deposits come from and where the loan needs
exist.

’ Finally: There should be public hearings on the drafting regula-
ion,

There should be opportunity after the regulations are drafted
that in each of the various regulatorv regions there should be
hearings on these regulations to see if they are consistent with the
legislative intent.

The final point is that development requires initiative. It does not
happen just by opening your front doors and saying, “Yes, T will
make loans in this neighborhood.” It won’t happen. There has to
be initiative on the part of either the lending institution or what-
ever vehicle is going to be responsible.

I think there has to be the will and motivation to find the way
for that, which is hard to do, but is necessary.

This would help create a way for serious initiative and more
balanced economic development.

The Craammax. Thank you for a fine statement.

Mr. Milligan, vou are President of the Bank of A. Levy of Oxnard,
Calif., and president-elect of the American Bankers Association,

You can go ahead.

[Complete presentations of Ronald Grzywinski and A. A. Milli-
gan follow:] - :

PREPARED STATEMENT OF RONALD GRZYWINSKI, CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE
CoMMITTEE, THE SoUTH SHORE NATIONAL BANK oF CHICAGO

Neighborhoods are dying in ecities throughout Ameriea. Good housing turns to
slums, profitable businesses leave or go bankrupt, schools deteriorate. and
crime increases. Working on their own, the victims of this process—businesses,
churches, schools, and the people—are powerless to stop it. Soon whole neigh-
borhoods are abandoned, left to die of spiraling neighborhood deterioration,
and the tax base of our cities continues to erode.

The causes of neighborhood deterioration are many and varied. They involve
the psychology of class and ethnic prejudice, the pressures of rapid racial and
sncio-economie transition, and the problem of aging housing stock. At &
eritical point eredit is shut off, and the community loses the capacity to shape
its future.

Neighborhood deterioration often begins when members of a different raclal
or ethnic group, seeking a better life, move into an old neighborhood. Generally
the new residents do not have as sound a financial base as the former residents.

" Deterioration can also occur more slowly as a community ages. As the process
continues, the ties that bind the neighborhood are severed. Soon the established
shopkeepers move, community organizations dissolve, the crime rate begins t0
climb, the rental properties and the schools decline. Thereafter, the community
steadily deteriorates.

From a distance, the task of community redevelopment seems complex and
expensive. Social, political, and economic factors appear interwoven in 2
maze of cause and effect. Even the point and means of entry are disguised.
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Close up, the task becomes one of feasible projects. In mearly every com-
munity across the nation, there already exists an institution that, because of
its special characteristics, can serve as a pivotal point in the fight against
spiraling neighborhood deterioration. Such an organization is the federally
regulated financial institution.

It is 2 known and generally trusted institution.

It is a knowing institution. It knows more about the local economy
than any other institution. It can make credit judgements, identify local
economic problems, search for solutions, and develop constructive proposals
for public and private action.

The rules, regulations, procedures, and operating precedents for financial
institutions are in place and do not have to be created anew.

It controls a pool of credit, one of the three prerequisites (along with
capital and know how) for any development work.

As businesses, financial institutions are oriented to a pragmatic, project-
by-project program of development which incorporates measureable stand-
ards of performance.

Because they are highly regulated, the managers of development in a
banking context are constrained to operate within a system of checks
and balances which helps to assure a prudent application of resources.

Federally regulated flnancial institutions, however, are essentially profit-
motivated. As such, they necessarily choose investment policles to assure the
highest return consistent with prudent risk. As Mr. Robert Bloom, Acting Comp-
troller of the Currency, has pointed out, “a century of experience (has shown) that
the profit motive serves the public interest best in encouraging bankers to
seek out every available opportunity for prudent and economically sensible
investment of depositors’ funds.” This motivation has produced mixed results.
Seeing themselves as powerless victims of a process of deterioration, bankers
appear, on the one hand, to withdraw savings from capital-rich neighborhoods
in need of reinvestment to rehabilitate aging fixed assets and, on the other,
to deposit them in new but capital-poor neighborhoods which promise a
longer economie life.

The new Administration and the Congress face an unprecedented challenge—
find ways to apply the virtues of our profit-motivated market economy to solve
the problems of economic and social deterioration in those parts of the nation
which have lost their competitive edge. This must be done without adding
unbearable costs to the public treasury and without creating new bureaucracies
that can impede the flow of public resources to areas of need. 8. 406, the Com-
munity Reinvestment Act of 1977, is a modest step in this direction. It will
raise the consciousness of managers and regulators of financial institutiogs
about their obligation to meet more effectively the credit needs of the localities
they are chartered to serve.

Unfortunately, the Act does not go far enough. It does not create a system of
incentives and sanctions adequate to induce regulated financial institutions
to invest capital, credit, and talent resources in deprived areas either on a
scale commensurate with the needs of the nation or according to the capacities
of such institutions. S. 406 uses only one of the privileges granted to regulated
financial institutions through public policy, that is, restricted entry into the
nmiarket place, to encourage banks and savings institutions to meet legitimate
and prudent credit needs. As a first step, however, it should be enacted. As
Senator Proxmire stated in his excellent introduction to the Bill in the Con-
gressional Record of January 24, 1977, it is time to act on the realization that
“the public sector cannot . . . finance all capital needs,” that “private financial
institutions are the main source of capital for domestic economic development,”
and that “investment by financial institutions in their communities need not
involve imprudent risks.”

In addition to suggesting specific amendment to 8. 408, I will comment on
one section that deserves careful scrutiny. Sec. 4(1) (D) requires an applicant
financial institution to “demonstrate how (it) is meeting the credit needs of
the primary savings service areas in which it or its subsidiaries have already
been chartered to do business.” Without sufficient direction as well as authority
to examine in depth the reinvestment behavior of a financial institution in
those communities from which it already attracts a large portion of the
available saving deposits, the Bill is an insignificant gesture. As we have
seen, financial institutions branch most aggressively into newer communities

88-032 O - 77 = 20
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that promise rapid growth rates. They seem to count on the reluctance of
depositors to change established depository relationships, and they defer
apening facilities in older communities which, although there Is adequate
market penetration, have the greatest need of reinvestment. Therefore, if this
bill intends to stimulate large-scale reinvestment in needy communities, it must
insure, as a precondition to opening any new deposit facility, a comprehensive
review of a financial institution’s reinvestment policies in all communities
from which it attracts significant deposits.

To achieve 8. 408's objective of local reinvestment, this Committee may
want to consider the following amendments:

1. Add a more specific definition of the ‘“primary savings service area” in
which financial institutions have been chartered. The definition should include
for example, any area in which a financial institution now attracts approx-
imately 15¢% of the known savings deposits. (This may require amending the
Home Mortgage Disclosure Act of 1975 to include disclosure of sources of
deposits by census tract.)

2. Require any applicant of a new deposit facility to prepare an economic
impact analysis: Current regulations offer the large financial institutions the
greatest opportunities to expand their deposit facility network. In many parts
of the nation this has led to steadily increasing concentration of banking
resources without a corresponding commitment to community credit needs
(For example, the two largest banks in Illinois control approximately 24.69
of all domestic funds on deposit in the state, without benefit of branches.
Together they now withdraw $25.3 million in deposits from the South Shore
neighborhood of Chicago, but they have reinvested only $5.6 million in loans,
of which approximately 909, are thought to be bank card credits at annual
interest rates of approximately 189;.) An economic impact analysis would help
to prevent further concentration of banking resources. Such a report would
have to outline the credit deficiencies of the service area and argue persuasively
that the credit needs can only be met through opening a deposit facllity. The
provision would accomplish two objectives: insure that any new institution
entering the service area has designed a strategy to meet existing credit needs;
and protect from the glutony of bigness per se those institutions that have
been doing a responsible job in a particular service area.

3. Include specific safeguards to the public interest: While the Bill would
encourage ‘‘community, consumer, or similar organizations to present testi-
mony at hearings on applications for deposit facilities on how well the applicant
has met . . . credit needs,” we should recognize that such organizations are
often volunteer staffed. They cannot summon the talent resources a well cap
italized financial institution will muster to present and defend its application.
Such a situation can only result in an imbalanced adversary relationship with
the public inadequately represented. Two amendments to the Bill could rectify
this potential (probable) inequity.

a. State that official representatives of the municipal government are entitled
to testify at such hearings. (As the financing of municipal services becomes
increasingly difficult in more of the older cities, local officlals should take a
growing interest in the reinvestment policies of financial institutions and should
be able to ecall upon the resources needed to analyze fully the reinvestment
performance of finaneial institutions.)

b. Require applicants for deposit facilities to provide sufficient financial sup-
port for a Public Advocate both to work within the appropriate Federal
financial supervisory agency and to represent the public's interest at all hear-
ings. (Such an office in New Jersey recently resulted in the Public Utilities
Commission not only rejecting New Jersey Bell’s bid for a $150.2 million rate
increase, but actually ordering a $1 million rollback for low use customers
“A key feature in the Jersey plan is a requirement that any utility filing a
rate petition must pay one-tenth of one percent of its operating revenues for
the preceding year to support the challenge, thus enabling the Public Advocate
to hire qualified consultants on a par with the expert witnesses that utilities
always muster to support their rate cases.” New York Times editorial.)

4. Amend the first line of Sec. 4(4) to read, “requiring periodic reports by
census tract from regulated financial institutions.” This would avoid the
problem of wide economiec disparities that can exist within a given savings
scrvice area.
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5. Include a provision in Sec. 8 for public hearings in each regulatory dis-
trict after publication of the draft regulations but prior to implementation.
This would insure that community, consumer, and similar organizations have
an opportunity to comment on the regulations. Also, correct the typographical
error, “one hundred and eight days” to read “one hundred and eighty days.”

Neighborhoods are the basic unit of our national community. The Community
Reinvestment Act of 1077 attempts to deal with a specific geographic area
deflned as a primary savings service area. This area should in fact be
identified as a neighborhood. If the Bill is enacted, conflicts will Inevitably
arise over what constitutes such a primary savings service area. Further-
more it seems clear that this and other committees will be looking at neigh-
borhoods with greater frequency. Therefore, the Senate Banking Committee
might want to introduce legislation requiring the appropriate Federal agency
to define Standard Neighborhood Statistical Areas throughout the nation.
Buch definition would simplify the process of dealing with nelghborhoods.

Mo~NEY MATTERS
(By Judith Barnard) 3

‘Water began seeping into the elegant South Shore Villa condominium during
the night of October 21, 1978. Within a few minutes, the city water depart-
ment had been called and a crew left the station at 79th and Ashland to drive
in to South Shore. Before they got to the Villa, the cracked water main that
had allowed the seepage burst, and five million gallons of water exploded into
GOth Street at South Shore Drive.

The street was sucked into a 60-foot lake; cars floated on its surface. As
the earth washed away, the south wall of the Villa crumbled, opening living
rooms, bedrooms, and kitchens to the night alr.

The water department crew had to shut off six valves to stop the flow; each
took 20 minwtes. When they had finished, and the sound of rushing water had
died away, television crews, news photographers, and residents lining the
collapsed street took stock of the damage.

It was a terrific disaster for the public—high drama and no one hurt or
killed. But for those who knew what the Villa meant symbolically, the flood
had wounded an entire neighborhood. That regal building had been given up
as a prospective slum by its mortgage holder, Talman Federal. The community
of South Shore had been declared a disaster area, soon to become one large
slum, by urbanologist Plerre de Visé, by a majority of its former white resi-
dents, and by the money merchants of Chicago.

But the 38-unit Villa had been reclaimed, renewed. It was sold at a hefty
profit to a developer, and its residents formed a strong, active condominium
association. It was both an example and a symbol of what South Shore could
achieve in its homes and businesses—if the streets held, and if the community
didn't become discouraged. And if the commitment held firm among the people
behind the Villa renovation, behind the effort to turn South Shore around—
the staff of the South Shore National Bank.

At its peak, the South Shore National Bank had assets of $80 million—a
stable bank in a stable, prosperous white community with a lakefront, an
enclave of mansions, blocks of modest hromes, and solid three-story walkups,
high-rises, designer shops along T1st Street, churches, synagogs, schools, proxim-
ity to the Loop and the University of Chicago, and a heterogeneous popula-
tion of 80,000.

What happened in South Shore isn't a unique story any more—but what's
happening now is unique. It may even carry hope for other deteriorating
urban areas where all those involved claim—and believe—they are victims of
forces beyond their control.

South Shore “went black.” Within a few years, the population in the area
bounded by Jackson Park (67th Street), Stony Island, 83rd Street, and the
lake shifted from 99 percent white to 85 percent black. The white residents
who stayed either had substantial investments in mansions in the section called
the Jackson Park Highlands, or an investment of another kind; a commitment
to integration and a belief, or hope, that they could keep South Shore from
going the way of neighboring Woodlawn.
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The forces that accompany, and accelerate, the deterioration of an area are
complex and, seen in isolation, bafiling. But they have a pattern, and South
Shore’s in the 19508 and 1960s went something like this:

The pressure for good housing for blacks was enormous. Where they could,
blacks burst out of their overcrowded, deteriorating neighborhoods into areas
with better housing, lower crime rates, better schools, and breathing space.
The demand pushed prices up; landlords raised apartment rents, and blacks,
having few options, paid them. Other landlords followed suit, and white fami-
lies, who did have options, moved to neighborhoods where rents were lower.

At this point, two things happened. Landlords assumed that blacks would
ruin the area, so many saw no sense in spending good money on maintenance
or on screening applicants or on enforcing density restrictions. Maintenance
became minimal; rents went up; many black families, to make payments,
shared apartments with cousins or friends. And owners watched their self-
fulfilling prophecies be fulfilled. .

By “milking” their buildings (also called “managing for demolition”), own-
ers pocketed money they would have spent on maintenance and taxes. In that
way they could recover the purchase price of a building in three years. The
City of Chicago allows a ‘'grace period” of ten years of nonpayment of taxes
before it takes over a building; so the owners, thelr names often buried in
land trusts, had plenty of time to walk away from buildings that by then were
worthless.

Single-family homes were treated much the same way. Black families that
could not get conventional mortgages (the area, by this time, had been red-
lined by most banks and savings and loan institutions), got FHA-insured mort-
gages. And when they couldn't keep up payments (FHA gcreening procedures
are minimal), and the mortgages were foreclosed, those houses had to stand
empty for one year (a peculiar FHA regulation) before new owners could
take over. By that time, the houses had become playgrounds, stripped of their
fixtures and damaged by cold, rain, and wind. More, neighbors had stopped
fixing up their homes because the sore spots depressed values on the block.

“Disinvestment” means the conscious decision by financial institutions to
keep investment money out of a community. It applies to banks in the com-
munity as well as those downtown. At about the time the color of South Shore
began changing, the owners of the South Shore National Bank decided they
couldn’t cope with the new residents. Banking habits were different, the people
were different from those with whom the bank had been comfortable. Many
familiar customers were leaving and taking their deposits elsewhere. The
bank had made its own decision to disinvest, which in effect meant creating
conditions that would speed the outflow of deposits. The lobby got dirty and
wasn’t cleaned up, tellers weren't replaced when they left, and people had to
stand in line for as long as an hour to open a new account. The minimum
deposit required for high-interest accounts was greater than in downtown
banks, services were minimal, and mortgages were refused. In 1972, the bank
lent $59,000 in South Shore mortgages for the entire year: two homes.

As a policy, it worked. Assets dropped from $80 million to $46 million,
deposits to $41 million. Business was so bad, the owners said, they had to get
out. They had buyers who wanted to move the bank t{o the Standard Oil Build-
ing. They filled an application to move. :

Looking over its shoulder at Woodlawn, the South Shore Commission, a
community organization begun in the 19560s, fought the move. They testified
before the Comptroller of the Currency that there wasn't a good reason for
the bank to move, that the move would do irreparable damage to South Shore

And for the first time, the Comnptroller of the Currency turned down such
an application. stating that the bank “has failed to show persuasive reason
at this time for abandoning its present service area and leaving the South
Shore community without a strong, established, and adequately capitalized
commercial bank.”

Sometimes events coincide as if by plan. At the same time that the owners
of the South Shore National Bank were looking for a way out of a community
they no longer understood, a group of people in Hyde Park was looking ror a
bank to buy. One member of the group was the former president of the Hyde
Park Bank and Trust Company, Ron Grzywinski (Griz-win-"ski), who bad
just completed a two-year fellowship at the Adlai Stevenson Institute, where
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he worked up a model for a development bank that could help a community
reverse the spiral of deterioration.

Grzywinski named his model the Nelghborhood Development Corporation;
it would be a holding company that would buy a bank and eventuzlly form
subsidiaries, both for profit and nonprofit, to act as a catalyst and a base of
support for nelghborhood rehabilitation and development.

He had talked it out with the people who would help him put the model
into action: Mary Houghton and Milton Davis, who, as directors of the Hyde
Park Bank's urban development division, had created the successful minority
business-loan program.

In another of those fortuitous conjunctions of events, in August 1972, at the
same time Grzywinski was looking over the South Shore National Bank, the
Federal Reserve Board ruled that bank holding companies could make “in-
vestments in corporations or projects designed primarily to promote com-
munity welfare, such as the economic rehabilitation and development of low-
income areas.” The ruling went on: “Bank holding companies possess a unlque
combination of financial and managerial resources making them particularly
sulted for a meaningful and substantial role in remedying our social il1s.”

It was a trumpet sounding the charge. Grzywinski took his model, the new
Fed ruling, and his own considerable charm, and went calling on foundations,
wealthy individuals, and church groups, looking for four million dollars.

He wasn’t preaching the kingdom of heaven as a reward for good works in
South Shore; he was making a business pitch for investments that he ex-
pected, but could not promise, would pay dividends if investors would agree to
defer their earnings until the new owners could reverse the outflow of deposits
and attract new money from within and outside South Shore.

At no time, verbally or in his written proposals, did he conceal the role that
he and his fellow officers intended the bank to play in making an experiment
that hadn't been made in any other deteriorating neighborhood in the country:

‘“While the policy of the corporation is to make loans and investments only
in situations which it believes offer a reasonable expectation of return to the
corporation, it will not attempt to mazimize such return at the expense of iis
primary goal of developing the necighborhood for the benefit of its residents.
Moreover, the corporation expects to conduct or contract for research and
studies to provide technical assistance and to make grants related to neigh-
borhood development. While the effect of such expenditures may be to improve
the neighborhood, they may also reduce the returns, if any, to the participants
in the corporation.” (From the Offering Circular of the Illinois Neighborhood
Department Corporation: italies added.)

It was hardly a conventional approach: what followed was even less so.
The Offering Circular reiterated the dangers the new owners might face—
hostility from the community, lack of sufficient outside investments to maintain
momentum, absence of any models on which to base their experiment, the
danger of the bank's going under before the decay could be reversed. Then
the circular added, almost casually, that if the bank became profitable and
succeded in its commercial and residential development goals, its ultimate
goal would be “to sell to residents of the neighborhood the equity in the
corporation, or alternatively in the bank.”

But the radical punch line was only one line in 47 pages of hard business
and banking sense, with the comforting word “profit” appearing frequently, and
it was presented by Grzywinski with his special blend of youth (he is 40),
energy, and experience as a bank president in Hyde Park and in Lockport,
Hlinois. Between the first offering (1973-74) and the second (beginning in
1975) nearly three million dollars was committed. And Ron Grzywinski bought
a bank.

“The first day,” Mary Houghton says, “nothing was different at the bank
except that three new people came to work.”

They went to work on August 23, 1973—Ron Grzywinski, chairman of the
board, Mary Houghton, vice president, and Milton Davis, president. Mary
1Toughton, tall, with an open, engaging smile, walks with a long stride bent
forward as if hurrying to see around the next corner. She is forthright and
accessible—hallmarks of the entire staff, by design as well as by inclination.
They came to a bank where their predecessors had been distrusted, even
despised by many black residents, a bank that had heen run by white males
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who had tried their damnest to get out of South Shore. Now here was a
new bunch taking over; was the fact that Houghton was female and Davis
was black and Grzywinski “cared” abont people enough to convince South
Shore that things had really changed?

Not for a long time. “The population was nervous abont the bank.” says
Calvin Bradford (of the Circle Campus College of Urban Sciences), who has
been studying the South Shore community. “They took one look at these people
who came in saying, ‘We're going to remake your neighborhood,’ and their
first reaction was to say. ‘The hell you are’ No one knew whether they were
bankers or some new kind of community group. Did they want to make a
splash and then leave. or a fat profit and then leave, or did they really have
something new in mind?

There is one tested way to reach into a community and convince people
you're for real: Grzywinski and Davis did what independent precinet workers
in Chicago have done for years; they had a coffee campaign.

They started in the lobby of the bank. Grzywinski young and roseate, Davis
short, stocky, dark. with a quniet smile and an even quieter volce, almost a
murmur. (Oddly, all three of them, Grzywinski, Davis and Honghton, speak
in low tones, sometimes mumbling, as if the radical things they have to say—
radical for bankers—are hetter said slidingly and then put into action.)

Davis and Grzywinski stood in the lobbhy of the bank offering coffee. asking
questions—What do you want from the hank? What do you want for South
Shore? What services are important to you?—and talking about themselves at
the same time.

Then they went to living rooms. recreation centers—wherever they could
wangle an invitation. Sometimes only three people came to listen; at other
times, up to a dozen. But information travels. and one special plece of in-
formation got around: With the new ownership, no resident of South Shore
cnuld be turned down for a loan unless Grzywinskl, Davis, or Houghton agreed.
The days of low-echelon snummary refusals were over. “What they’d had,” said
Houghton, “was some stuffy banker talking to a street-wise black. They just
talked past each other. Eventually they stopped talking altogether.”

“Of course, we do turn down applications,” Grzywinski{ says. “We should
take more risks. but our interest is in surviving.”

“The point is,”” adds Houghton, “that many loans can be made less risky if
someone tries to put a package of protections together. That’s one of our
main roles.”

But the coffee campaign wasn't only ahout loans; it was also about deposits,
urging South Shore residents to “plant your money close to home,” to deposit
their dollars where the dollars would stay, in the form of loans, mortgages.
and investments.

Eighty thousand people live in South Shore, with a total of more than $110
million in their bank accounts, most of which are in large downtown banks.

In 1974, the Chicago Diseclosure Ordinance required those hanks wanting to
qualify as' depositories for city funds to disclose the amount of their savings
deposits and home loans in every census tract in the city. Some of the dis
closures :

In 1974, Continental Bank made 92 percent of its loans in suburbs, eight per-
cent in the city, of which 59 percent were made in the North 8ide Gold Coast
and three percent downtown.

Harris Trust and Savings made 95 percent of its loans in suburbs, and five
percent in the city, of which 49 percent were made in the Gold Coast.

First National made 76 percent of its loans in suburbs, 24 percent in the
city, of which 46 percent were made in the Gold Coast.

In 1974, six banking institutions (Continental, LaSalle, First National,
Bxchange, Central, American National) with $144 million in savings deposits
from the communities of I.ogan Square, Austin, Roseland, West Englewood,
and South Shore, returned to those communities one-half cent on the dollar
in home loans.

To the argument that no one in these redlined communities asked for mort:
gages or qualified, the officers of the South Shore bank responded with akeptl-
cism in 1978 and 1974. In 1976, they responded with figures on home mortgages
they made in South Shore in that year alone: 52 loans made for a little over
one million dollars. At the end of the year, only two were delinquent.
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While the evenings were given over to downing coffee and talking up the
new policles, the days were occupied with raising a sinking bank. In the 12
months before the new owners took over, $6.3 millions in deposits had been
withdrawn. Customer fraud and delinquent personal loans were rampant, and
reporting systems were poor.

It took 26 months for the new owners to report to their shareholders that
“in 1975, the South Shore National Bank restored profitability to its opera-
tions and, for the first time in seven years, experienced substantial growth in
ordinary deposits.”

(By the end of 1976, Grzywinski was beginning to talk about the possibility
of paying dividends to shareholders, as each quarter’s profits were dramatically
higher than those of the preceding quarter. His goal i8 to pay & standard (for
banking) return of ten to twelve percent on invested capital, which would, he
says, “make it very difficult for bankers to say that profitability and develop-
ment are mutually exclusive.”)

The new owners had put a host of new procedures Into practice. They hired
a number of highly professional banking people, and others whom Mary
Houghton calls “compulsive, flexible people who don't necessarily have a
banking background, but are very good at solving problems.”

They rewarded tellers for speed and accuracy with the highest teller salaries
in the city, which, together with tighter procedures, reduced teller fraud and
carelessness and eliminated the loug lines that had infuriated would-be
depositors.

Interest rates were made competitive with those of downtown banks;
certificate-of-deposit accounts were made available; free-checking-with-savings
accounts were introduced; banking hours were lengthened to six p.m. on week-
days and, for the first time, included Saturday mornings; data processing was
upgraded ; loan collection procedures were strengthened. “The Bread Rapper,”
a bimonthly newsletter in the format of Illinois Bell's “Telebriefs,” was in-
augurated and sent to all checking-account customers; it is both a community
newspaper and a regular report of bank activities.

And they redecorated the bank, inside and out.

“] was ashamed to say I worked there,” Houghton says. “It was grubby
and depressing. I remember there was a sign up front above the teller cages
that said, ‘We no longer give deposit balance information.' It was filthy and
covered with fingerprints; it had been there for three years.”

They replaced the blue tille on the exterior walls with new brick facing; the
lobby was completely redone with carpeting, sofas, bright lights, graphics of
the bank's new logo, a walnut counter for {ellers, ceiling-high plants, and a
dramatic burgundy-and-blue color scheme. ;

“People had been saying the bank must be in trouble” Houghton says. “Any
place that looked as lousy as this one did had to be in trouble. Which was
another way of saying how bad things were in South Shore. Then we fixed
up the place and people began saying the bank must be doing real well, and
that meant South Shore was doing better because not only were we staying
here, but we looked prosperous. And if we believed in South Shore, that was
big news because bankers always know what's safe to believe in, right?’

By the end of 1976, with a remodeled bank, a new drive-in facility recently
opened two blocks west on 71st Street, land cleared and construetion under
way for a much-needed parking lot across the street, and a lobby that was
becoming a community social center, the bank had 30,000 deposit accounts
totaling $47,844,300. Its assets stood at $54,500,580, and its profit for the year
was $420,000. More important, it had financial fingers in a number of South
Shore ples.

That after all, was the main idea. The bank Sales Book, which is given to
potential investors, sets this sentence alone on one page: “To our knowledge,
INDC [Illinols Neighborhood Development Corporation] is the only bank
holding company organized for the primary purpose of neighborhod renewal.”

“What we had to do,” Milton Davis says ,was put people and their money
tugether.” He smiles: such a simple idea. He sits in his small office off the
main lobby, with just enough room for a desk and two guest chairs; his door
is usunally open. For weekly meetings he goes upstairs, past the small alcove
_off the hall where Mary Houghton has her desk, and into the combined con-
ference room and Neighborhood Development Center. (Until recently, Ron
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Grzywinski used the conference table as his desk; finnlly, after three years,
he has his own office: a cubicle at the end of the upstairs hall.)

At the weekly meetings of the various bank committees, people and their
money are put together—when possible. The various committees evaluate per-
sonal- and business-loan applications from what could be the split-person-
ality viewpoint of banker and developer. The drive behind these meetings is
to keep the split from getting too wide.

“A banker is a judge,” Grzywinski says. “A developer is an advocate. There's
inevitable tension between the two. We try to be as creative as possible in
keeping the tension to a minimum and being developers as much as possible.”

“All mortgages,” says University of Chicago sociologist Richard Tanh, who
bas used South Shore as a living laboratory for three years, “should be seen
a8 development techniques. Banks traditionally have been passive; instead,
they should go out and actively seek people who can become owners. There's
no other way to create a real sense of community, to truly develop an area.”

Grzywinski agrees; it is basic to the way the bank views some mortgages—
which, elsewhere, might be perfectly conventional loans—as tools for the
development of South Shore. “Power runs to ownership in this country. If we
can get a core of stable, home-owning families, a lot of the other problems
that come with transient populations will be eliminated.”

“And, adds Mary Houghton, “to do that we use every guarantee we can
find—the Mortgage Guarantee Insurance Corporation, Federal insurers, good
collateral, any solid help we can get to make mortgages others might refuse.”

The center of these efforts is the newly formed Neighborhood Development
Center, headed by Mary Houghton, with fund ruising handied by Susan Davis,

The funds are ralsed from outside South Shore. Susan Davis has sent
letters (signed by Ron Grzywinski) to more than 30,000 people, and has made
telephone calls to hundreds of others, asking for savings deposits of at least
$1,000 as a unique investment in a community.

The approach is both conventional and offbeat. First, depositors are assured
they will receive the same insurance protection and interest paid by all banks;
they aren’'t being asked to plunge into risky waters. But Susan Davis also tells
them that each $1,000 they deposit produces $500 in credit and $25 in annual
earnings, which goes directly into the rebuilding of South S8hore. And the im-
portance of that kind of investment to people outside the community (aside
from the chance to do good without losing n penny) is that if the experiment
works, if a neighborhood can be rehabilitated and made livable and attractive
to the whole city, not only is the city strengthened, but other neighborhoods
can have hope that eventually rehabilitation may spread as rapidly as urban
blight does now.

There are, then, “two kinds” of money coming in to the bank: regular de-
posits from South Shore residents which, with bank investment activity, sup-
port the day-to-day operations, expansion, and so on; and development de
posits, aiming at turning South Shore around, which are solicited from beyond
the area and dispensed by the Neighborhood Development Center. S8ays Mary
Houghton: “In most banks, rewards are given for caution. At South Shore
we're more Interested in innovation—not irresponsible, but still not the kind
of caution exercised elsewhere. But even with innovation, there are proposals
that no one in the bank will take a chance on; those are the ones we get in
the development center. We try to find ways to minimize the risk, then one of
us presents the application to the loan committee as its advoeate. And still we
turn down about 60 percent of the small-business loan applications we get.”

Paul Carson, commercial loan officer, adds, “If all else fails, I ask the
applicants if there’s a brother or cousin or friend who might go In with them
and share the risk, If they can’t find anyone, we have to give up.”

The development center began with some dismal statistles:

In 1975, there were 148 vacant stores in South Shore totaling more than
200,000 square feet: 20 percent of all retail space In the area. Many of the
occupied stores looked and often were, marginal.

There was ho central shopping area; only commercial strips with plenty of
fast-food carry-outs and wig shops, but no mix of stores for one-stop shopping-
As much as 80 percent of South Shore's sales potential went to shopping centers
outside the area.
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“Our customers were all gone,” says Seymour Seder, in his elegant women's
shop in Flossmoor Commons. His old store on Tlst Street still has the ont-
lines of the name Seder above the front door. “It wasn’t that we wanted to
leave; we had to leave.”

“Everyone feels like a victim,” Ron Grzywinski says. “The hanks, the store
cwners, the people who leave, the people who move in. They don’t talk about
adjusting to new conditions ; they talk about ‘losing’ a neighborhood.”

“Bankers,” says Milton Davis, “and many shopkeepers, had nothing in their
gtlliekm:?unds to give them an understanding of what was happening to South

ore.

Against expectations, the average income level of South Shore residents was
no lower than it had been when the area was all white. But the spread be-
came greater: about 17 percent of the residents earn more than $20,000 a
year; about 17 percent are on welfare (a close approximation, by the way, of
the whole city) ; and “black money” was seen by financial and business people
as less dependable than “white money.” Sp shop owners fled, small-business
loans were generally unavailable, mortgages and home-improvement loans were
refused, and the weeds grew high along the Illinois Central tracks that split
Tlst Street down the middle.

When the Neighborhood Development Center was formed, more than 13
percent of South Shore’s housing units were in trouble: 478 buildings with
3,802 units were in abandonment, tax delinquency, foreclosure, or combina-
tions of these. And a building that's in trouble has company; it infects the
blocks In all directions. The biggest problem in South Shore was that the
buildings most in trouble weren't clustered where they could be isolated for
drastic one-shot action; they were scattered throughout the community, each
infecting its own area.

Susan Davis' letters and phone calls for development deposits focused on
the two problems of South Shore: deterlorated commercial strips and housing
units in trouble. And the money has come in, growing from the first year’s
deposits of $863.000 to a total at the end of 1976 of $7,300,000.

But that isn’'t the whole story. When solicitation costs and development
expenses (staff time, etc.) are subtracted, development income doesn't ap-
proach development expense. In a monthly report from the development
center, Mary Houghton lists loans that “furthered the bank’s development
objectives by extending funds within South Shore in innovative ways.” There
were loans to small businesses and community groups, personal education
loans, home-improvement loans, and mortgages (including several in the South
Shore Villa, the showplace of development activity in South Shore). There
were also one-time projects such as the preparation of a booklet for bank
costomers titled A Guide to Banking Scrvices—a description of bank service
charges, interest computation, ways to maximize earnings and avoid charges—
following a trail blazed by California consumer groups pushing for full dis-
closure of bank charges,

All of this is “development expense,” which, in 1976, exceeded development
income by approximately $125,000 (money that might otherwise have been
pald as dividends to investors) mostly because of an item called “staff time.”

It's one of the biggest and probably the most slippery expense for the bank,
because without large infusions of staff time, development wouldn’t happen,
“Bricks and mortar are the easiest,” Grzywinski says. Development is as much
an attitude as it is a rehabilitated building. And that takes not only dollars,
but energy and time,

Early on, the new owners went to the South Shore Commission, the com-
munity organization that, though buffeted and drifting, was the most intact
group in the area. Commission members and bank staff established a resident
advisory council to work with the bank on policy and {o act as a liaison with
the community. It is the only citizen advisory board to a commercial bank in
the country.

“We don't replace the Commission,” says Bob Pickens, chairman of the
advisory council. “But we have committees that work directly with the bank—
bank services, commercial development, housing, and marketing and education.
We discuss with the bank whether certain businesses would be a good addition
to the community, how the bank can help residents, what people expect and
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need from the bank. We thought it would be a good idea to have classes on
balancing checkbooks, and the bank had them. They were very successful, The
bank also provides space for us to meet, and research and staff time.”

There it is again: staff time—provided on request to every group formed or
in formation in South Shore. Staff time is provided to the Parkside Project,
though a foundation grant pays the salary of the project director, Jim Bringley.
Parkside (the northwest corner of South Shore) is the area’s most deteriorated
section. Bringley devotes full time there, going door to door, talking to people
about their needs, locating owners, identifying the buildings being managed for
demolition, and the status of tax payments. “'At first we really weren’t trusted,”
he says. “But lately that's changed. In one month we made seven home-
improvement loans; we’ve applied for a grant to landscape three empty lots as
parks. And through Model Cities and the Woodlawn Urban Progress Center,
CETA [Comprehensive Education and Training Act] workers scraped and
painted window frames. Do you have any idea of the amazing difference fresh-
painted window frames make to the appearance of a bullding? And to the
attitude of the people who live there, and to the whole block?

“There are things we can do together with the city. If we find five or six
people to buy a building of 12 or more units, the city would give a grant of
50 percent of the rehab money; the bank, together with other financial in-
stitutions and insurance companies, would filnance the rest. We could do
whole blocks at once that way. We have to make large, visible changes; there's
no other way.”

“If you inch your way along,” says Cal Bradford of Circle Campus, “build-
ings die behind you as you go.”

Bank staff time is provided to the South Shore Arts Association, a nonprofit
group formed by residents to operate the Jeffery Theatre. To insure room for
future expansion, the bank has bought the building next door, which houses
the theatre. The bank leases the theatre to the Arts Association and helps the
group plan renovation and develop profitable management techniques. Profits—
when they come—will be plowed into other community programs: summer
concerts, ballets, plays, art fairs. B

Staff time is provided to the South Shore Center on the Lake. a nonprofit
group organized to save the South Shore Country Club from demolition.
Though In disrepair from neglect by the park district, which now owns it, the
club is a natural ecommunity center, and the Center on the Lake, with bank
help, is trying to find ways to keep that magnificent white elephant and its
65 acres available to the public.

Staff time is provided to the South Shore Block Club Coalition for United
Action—residents who organized to renovate and sell a square block of aban-
doned townhouses in the center of South Shore. When the block club coalition
and those abandoned townhouses came together at the bank, the trumpet
call of the Fed ruling on bank holding companies sounded loud and clear—
“to promote community welfare, such as the economic rehablilitation and
development of low-income areas.” As a direct result, the Jeffery Development
Corporation, a nonprofit subsidiary of the bank holding company, was formed
and staffed by bank people, to work with community groups—specifically,
for a start, with the block club eoalition—to rehab housing units. The bank
applied to the Chicago Department of Urban Renewal for a grant to hire an
architect and housing consultant. It promised the coalition that it would
appraise the units after rehab, write the proposal for interim financing f
the rehab project on a revolving fund basis (as soon as the houses were
sold, the money would go back into the fund for use as interim financing of
the next project), advertise for buyers, screen would-be purchasers, and
provide mortgages.

The bank also promised to arrange financing for neighborhood homeowners
for improvement to their property (the inevitable “ripple” effect), to clean up
the neighborhood, and to convert an open space (when a nearby building was
demolished) to a playlot or park.

But perhaps the biggest step of all requiring staff time in line with the
Fed ruling and the goals of the bank, is the latest one: the formation of the
South Shore Area Development Company. The formal launching was at 2
reception at the South Shore Country C'ub, with 70 business and professional
people and the guest of honor, Mitchell Kobelinski, director of the Small
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Business Administration (SBA). There were brief speeches and a siide show
of a shopping mall in Maryland, and then everyone went back to work, but
the occasion was important and the guests knew it. South Shore is one of the
few communities (and the one most closely watched because of the presence
of the bank) to have a nonprofit local development corporation (LDC) or-
ganized to borrow SBA money and funnel it to for-profit businesses for construc-
tion, modernization, or expansion. Up to $500,000 per business may be borrowed
at 6.625 percent for up to 25 years. The LDC will receive applications and
screen them with the help of the bank, then borrow 90 percent of the cost
of each project from the SBA, investing the other ten percent itself. (The ten
percent can be a pledge of assets, though usually it will be dollars.) Merchants
may be asked to put up 90 percent of the LDC's required ten percent, but the
bank is looking for grants to fund the full ten percent required for each
business.

While a few community groups have formed an LDC without much outside
support, it is unlikely that the South Shore Area Development Company would
have come into being without the bank. The spur to the renewal of South
Shore has been the bank—there is a straight line from its staff to the South
Shore Commission to the resident advisory council to the local development
corporation.

(Paul Carson says, “I talk to people who used to come in for loans and
weren't even listened to. Now, when I go to meetings, like the chamber of
commerce, I hear people say, ‘That’s my banker.'”)

Four years ago, conventional wisdom had it that by 1976 South Shore would
be a slum. An officer of a downtown bank says that major banks and savings
and loans were trying to dump all their investments in South Shore. Talman
Federal, for one, sold the South Shore Villa at a loss to a developer who
remodeled it, converted it to condominiums, and made a profit on it. Two
of the condominium morigages were made by Talman.

Some visible examples of the new confidence in South Shore:

Elzie Higginbottom, a vice-president of Baird and Warner, has developed,
independently, two large high-rises in South Shore, financing the rehab work
through the IHinois Housing Development Authority. He raised rents to
attract more stable tenants and screened those who applied. “We have no
robberies, no muggings; we don't need 24-hour security. We have a good
mix of tenants; some units are subsidized for elderly residents under section
eight of FHA regulations, but nobody knows who they are; there’s no stigma.
It’s been & profitable venture for me, largely because the bank is there as an
anchor in the community. You put people in the right frame of mind—believing
in a place—and it's amazing what they can do.”

“When a building is renovated,” says Ron Grzywinski, “other people on
the block mow their lawns, paint window frames, plant fiowers. It happens
every time.”

“But,” adds Higginbottom, “parts of South Shore will need more than
private assistance to stop the cancer. Middle-class blacks are taking a ‘wait-
and-see’ attitude, and the bad areas need massive kinds of help to convince
those people to move in.”

Saul Klibanow is the director of Rescorp (Renewal Effort Service Corpora-
tion), a development company funded by 57 savings and loan institutions in
Chicago. Rescorp has rehabilitated more than 150 units in large buildings in
South Shore and soon will begin work on another 150, Klibanow says, “We
went in because the bank was a stabilizing, commercially sound factor. And
we made a profit of $75,000. The main thing is that we did a highly visible
cluster of buildings. Phase Two will be the same—several large buildings on
one or two blocks, each unit rehabbed, the exteriors sandblasted, and the
grounds landscaped. Our job is to demonstrate the potential of an area that
we think will respond to a stimulus. We give the stimulus; we construect an
environment."

The rehab done by Rescorp was financed by the Illinois Housing Develop-
ment Authority (IHDA). as were Eilzie Higginbottom’s two buildings. Irv
Gerick, the director of IHDA, echoes Klibanow: “We went into South Shore
because the bank was a source of private capital that would still be there when
IHDA and Rescorp were gone. And we felt that the combination of IHDA
money and the bank’s presence would influence other developers. Nobody,
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after all, has enough funds to save a whole community. We look for strong
developers, strong contractors, various protections against default, and an
institution like the bank. A project has to make economic sense to make social
sense; we've put seed money in to show our faith that South Shore can make
sense both ways.”

Once a month, on a Wednesday afternoon when the bank is closed, the
- officers and staff meet at Ron Grzywinski’s Hyde Park home from three in the

afternoon through dinner.

“It's really a chance for me to cook,” Grzywinski says, but, though relaxed,
the group spends an intense three hours reading and discussing reports on
community groups like the Metropolitan Area Housing Alliance; bank activ-
ities; other banks in Chicago; and the South Shore community.

As he cooks Swiss chard (picked a few minutes before from the backyard
vegetable garden), slices cucumbers (also just picked), and mixes up a salad
dressing, Grzywinski answers questions about the bank, especially, “What
makes it different from other banks?”

“If you looked at most bank staff meetings, they wouldn’t look like this one,”
he says, for openers. Fifteen to twenty people sit in a circle. They range in age
from early twenties to over forty; they're about evenly divided between black
and white. Uncompetitive among themselves, eclectic, with an air of deflance
in their talk of “other banks” (especially attempts to get branch-banking
legislation passed), they are absorbed in the continuing problems of the costs
of banking, the costs of community renewal, the costs of even the less ambitious
but first-step goal of stabilization of the neighborhood.

In a number of ways, South Shore has stabilized. Welfare and crime figures
have stopped rising, though they haven't fallen. Since the new owners took
over the bank, homes and apantments have appreciated between five and ten
percent, depending on the area within South Shore. Foreclosures are down,
though many buildings still are being managed for demolition. Six to seven
large buildings a year are being converted to condominiums, increasing the
number of owners—a major condition of stability.

Perhaps most important, community organizations are proliferating; all of
them depend on the bank for staff time and facilities, but they are beginning
to build their own momentum. Says Stanley Hallett of the Northwestern
University Center for Urban Affairs, and a board member of the South Shore
Bank: “People see things happening and they follow each other’s lead. Some-
thing important has happened in South Shore: people are beginning to under-
stand the structure of their neighborhood-—specific problems, how they can
be tackled, in what order, by whom, and when. The level of their goals, the
agendas of their meetings have gone way up; large numbers of them suddenly
are working very hard to get things done. That's all a function of their under-
standing who ‘we’ are and what ‘we' have to do to make South Shore a good
place to live. For all of this, the bank is necessary but not sufficient. The
people are the first investors in their neighborhoods.”

With the growth of community organizations, the apparent stability of the
area, millions of dollars loaned by IHDA for rehabilitation, and loans and
mortgages made by the bank, large businesses are re-evaluating South Shore.

Jewel Companies’ Chicago real-estate manager, Pat Burke, says Jewel sees
“nothing to discourage us in South Shore.” The company is building a 44,000
square-foot store—‘“the largest in Chicago except for the Grand Bazaars"—
a{ 75th and Stony Island. In addition, Jewel executives are “‘observing”
shopping patterns to decide if they want to buy the land across the street
which had been the chosen spot for a new National before that company decided
to pull out of the Chicago area. .

Walgreen's has expanded one store and is remodeling another; Certifled
food store owner Michael Berezin bought the Hi-Lo when it closed (retaining
the entire staff) and in 1976 enlarged his own office space, citing the bank for
“investing in people, which is the best way to invest in an area.”

The consensus on the bank is not unanimous. When National wanted {0
expand its supermarket at 71st and South Shore Drive, which required de
molishing a building (from which most of the tenants had already moved),
neighbors objected to having a large store and a parking lot next to thelr
apartment buildings. The bank defended the store at community meetings
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and much of the opposition faded when National presented plans for fénces
and landscaping to screen the parking lot. With National gone, the issue has
died, but it did revive the initial suspicions about Grzywinski, Davis and
H(;“E;lton; Are they bankers or developers, and what do they expect to get
out of us

For some, the question lingers, fed by the bank's decision to raze buildings
across the street for a parking lot. No one doubts the desperate need for park-
ing on Tlst Street, but residents did question the location: “They tore down
buildings that were in good shape,” said one at a recent town meeting held
st the South Shore Country Club. “Those aren’t the ones they should be tearing

own."” .

Others question the bank's priorities. At that same meeting, Bill Saphir,
president of one of the neighborhood councils in South Shore, challenged the
decision to tear down buildings for parking instead of studying the feasibility
of an area-wide transportation system, such as the mini-bus run by Michael
Reese Hospital,

In all probability, when the now-empty land is surfaced and landscaped
to Ben Weese's impressive design, the opposition will fade, and residents and
shop owners will laud the bank for its leadership in providing parking in an
area where people have been complaining about the lack of parking for more
than 20 years.

The pattern of doubt, slow acceptance, and then lavish enthusiasm has been
repeated throughout the three years the new owners have been at the bank
by nearly every group with which they have dealt. Today it is difficult to find
snbstantive local criticistn. Whatever the future of South Shore, community
leaders are convinced that it is the bank that will make that future happen.

William Strickland, whose Midas Muffler Shop on Stony Island is one of
the most successful in the country, is one of the bank's strongest supporters,
though he takes no active part in community organizations. “They're one of
the few groups who still care about helping us. Don't you ever think things
happen in this country by accident; the national commitment to help minorities
has ended. If it weren't for the bank, we'd be left with the racism of the
downtown banks, we'd be ignored just like we were before the bank changed
hands, and South Shore would have gone nowhere but down.”

The commitment of the South Shore Bank is not specifically to integration,
but to the development of the community, whatever the make-up of its popula-
tion. “We have too many massive problems to put integration near the top,”
Milton Davis says. “We have about 15 percent white residents now; if more
white families are going to move to South Shore, it will be only when we have
a stable community with good shopping and a relatively low crime rate. Right
now, we're concerned with the people who live here.”

Calvin Bradford of Circle Campus adds: “There’s a feeling, finally, that a
community doesn’t have to die as soon as it ‘turns black.’ In fact, there's a
waiting list for many buildings in South Shore. That doesn’t mean the problems
are solved, only that there are indicators they can be.”

At the staff meeting at Ron Grzywinski’s house, the talk is of MAHA studies
on redlining. Why would other banks make loans in South Shore, even if the
South Shore National Bank is a profitable institution?

“For three reasons,” Grzywinski answers. “First, legislative. There's a
growing realization on the part of government that there won’t be enough
public monies to rebuild neighborhoods. And we have to rebuild them; housing
units are desperately needed, and it's far too expenseive to build new units. So
banks, savings and loan institutions, pension funds, and so on are being looked
at as sources of money. There may well be legislation that will restrict the
ways institutions may use some of their funds. _

“Second, there's clout. Political leaders can say to the banks, ‘If you want
branch banking, if you want city deposits, if you want other kinds of help we
cun give you, here's what yon do.’

“And finally there are profits. There is enormous profit potential in the rehab
of older buildings. If clusters of buildings are refurbished or completely re-
habbed, there's a very big spread between a purchase price of, say, $3,000 for
& building and the price its units can be sold for, even after adding in all the
rehab costs. Rescorp has proved it. We're about ready to go into the community
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ourselves, as Rescorp has done: Our holding company would acquire and rehab
properties for sale as condominiums or low-income co-ops if we could get
Federal or private subsidies for them.

“Look at what’'s been done already in South Shore; not one developer who
has come in in the past few years to rehab for sale or rent has lost money.
Every one of them has made a profit. We're not saying we don’t have a lot to
learn; we're not saying there are no problems. Some are huge, and none of
them are easy to solve. But we are saying that South Shore—and maybe most
other deteriorating communities—aren't necessarily places where investors
will get burned.”

On Wednesday night, October 17, 1976, Alderman Ross Lathrop convened a
meeting at the South Shore Country Club with representatives of the city
water department and an attorney from the corporation counsel’'s office. About
800 South Shore residents were there to hear what the city was going to do
about the 60-foot hole in 69th Street and the property washed out by the
broken water main.

The city, said the officials, was not legally responsible for the damage, but
Mayor Daley had decided, “for moral reasons,” to pay for ruined automobiles,
personal property, and damage to the South Shore Villa, as soon as the resi-
dents flled their claims. The South Shore National Bank is providing staff time
to help the residents with the paper work.

PREPARED STATEMENT OF A, A, MILLIGAN ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN BANKERS
ASBOCIATION

Mpr. Chairman, and members of the Committee, my name is A. A, Milligan. I
am President of Bank of A. Levy, Oxnard, California, and President-Elect of
the American Bankers Association. I appear here today on behalf of the
American Bankers Association with respect to 8. 406, the Community Reinvest-
ment Act.

The bill would require an applicant for a financial institution charter,
insurance, branch (including an electronie terminal), holding company acquisi-
tion, merger, or home or branch office relocation to supply information as
to its past record and future intent with respect to meeting the credit needs of
the community in which it is located to the Federal financial regulatory agency
with jurisdiction over the applicant.

The bill would specifically require an applicant to: 1) define the area from
which it draws or intends to draw more than fifty percent of its deposit
customers (its “primary savings service area”); 2) analyze the deposit and
credit needs of the area, and how it proposes to meet them; 3) detail the
proportion of the savings and time deposits of individuals residing in that
area which it intends to reinvest there; and 4) describe how it is meeting the
credit needs of the areas in which it is already located.

The Federal financial institution regulatory agencies would be required to
use the information so provided in considering applications for approval
and must permit and encourage community, consumer, or similar groups to
appear at hearings on such applications, and testify as to the applicant’s
proposal or record on meeting the credit needs of the communities already
served by the applicant. The bill also mandates that Federal financial institu-
tion regulators require periodic publie reports from financial institutions they
supervise as to their record of serving the credit needs of their communities.

The ABA recognizes that S. 406 is intended to help revitalize and rebuild
the housing and economic base of communities threatened with deterioration,
and we agree with that goal.

We recognize that this bill would impose on banks a significant additional
burden of administrative processes and paperwork. If this were the only
problem, we would nonetheless not oppose the opportunity to demonstrate that
the majority of banks are, in fact, working to meet the financial needs of
their communities. However, we cannot support S. 406 because it is based on
a serious misunderstanding of how the nation’s financial system funetions to
meet the credit needs of all communities. The bill seems to imply that a bank
should lend to borrowers in its deposit service area in some direct proportion
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to the amount of funds it gathers in deposits in that area. Any attempt to
require banks to meet that criterion would seriously undermine the banking
system’s ability to meet the financial needs of this nation. It would guarantee
that communities now suffering from economic deterioration would be unable
to generate sufficient funds to finance their own economic redevelopment.

Mr. Chairman, in your own state of Wisconsin, many community banks are
involved in financing projects which their own deposits are not sufficient to
finance. They do this either by putting together loan participations involving
banks outside their communities, or by drawing on lines of credit with their
correspondents in urban areas. That's good for the communities in Wisconsin
because their financial needs are being met. But under this bill, the banks
in urban areas, such as Milwaukee, Chicago, or Minneapolis, that are provid-
ing the necessary funds for rural community development in Wisconsin would
not be considered to be meeting the needs of their own deposit service areas.
They would be labeled derelict in their responsibilities to their own communities—
even if their own communities bad no current need for the funds that were
being channeled into other communities in Wisconsin in need of loanable funds,

Consider the situation in the San Joaquin Valley in California. Under normal
circumstances, the credit needs of farmers in the Valley very widely over
the year. At times, their credit needs may be several times the total value of
the deposits of banks located in Valley communities. The only way those
banks can meet the credit needs of these farmers is to draw on deposits at
bank offices located outside the Valley. Yet under this bill, bank offices ount-
side the Valley would not be considered to be meeting the credit needs of
their own communities.

This year, of course, this example takes on added importance because of
the drought California farmers are experiencing. They will need additional
funds to tide them over until the next rain—funds that cannot possibly be
geperated in the farming communities where they deposit their savings.
These farmers raise a major part of the produce consumed by the entire
nation, and if they are to survive this drought in relatively good economic
health, they will need to draw on savings generated by banks and savers out-
side their immediate communities. Yet under this bill, banks outside California
that make loans to California farmers would not be meeting the financial needs
of their own communities.

Finally, consider the financial needs of the urban communities in the North-
east Corridor. These are the communities most seriously threatened with
economic deterioration, the communities most in need of the assistance this
bill is intended to provide. But deposits from communities in the Northeast
Corridor may not be sufficient to finance the necessary urban redevelopment.
Successful urban redevelopment would likely have to rely on funds from
financial Institutions located outside the Northeast, perhaps in the fast-
growing Sunbelt. Again, under this bill, institutions in the Sunbelt that chose
to channel funds into the Northeast would not be considered to be meeting
the financial needs of their own communities.

We do not deny that there is a problem—that from time to time a few
banks may be channeling funds that appear to be needed within their deposit
service areas to borrowers outside their commaunities in search of a quick,
high yield. But we believe that competitive pressures will in the future, as
they have in the past, force those banks to change their policies. Their com-
petitors within their communities take advantage of these local ioan oppor-
tunities—and will advertise the fact that they are concerned about community
development, whereas the other institutions are not. The resulting publicity
forces these few institutions to begin paying more attention to their com-
munity’s credit needs.

Even if these competitive pressures did not exist, however, this bill would
not solve the problem. What it would do is impose another layer of neediess
regulation and paperwork on the vast majority of banks that are doing their
best to meet the financial needs of their communities. It would create needlessly
rigid formulae for determining what constitutes adequate financial service to
o financial institution’s deposit service area. In fact, it is a major step toward
political allocation of credit. It is a step toward specifying the kind and amount
of loans to be made by financial institutions. It would substitute the judgment
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of a Federal agency as to what constitutes a legitimate credit need for the
judgment of borrowers and finanelal institutions.

If this blll is carried to its logical conclusion, financial institutions could
find themselves forced to turn down creditworthy borrowers In order to make
other loans, perhaps of lower quality, to meet the priorities determined by
the Federal financial institution regulators. In fact, the bill has the potential
for creating a major conflict of interest for the regulators. On the one hand,
they would be charged with establishing and enforcing priorities for a financial
institution's loan portfolio. They would encourage banks to make certain
kinds of loans to satisfy those earlier established priorities. But in some
instances, a bank might be forced to make substandard loans to satisfy those
priorities. The regulators would then be required to criticize the very loans
they in effect required the bank to make.

Worst of all, this bill would not reverse the economie and resulting physical
deterioration of the communities it is intended to help. In instances where the
credit needs of a deposit service area exceed its total deposits, as is the case
in many urban communities, the bill would make it more dificult to finance
urban redevelopment. Under this bill, banks outside these urban areas would
not have the flexibility to channel additional funds into these deteriorating
communities. 8. 406 would, in fact, narrow the “convenience and needs" test
applied in bank chartering, thereby reducing the flexibility and discretion of
Federal bank regulatory agencles to ensure that financial institutions effectively
serve the deposit and credit needs of their communities.

The American Bankers Association appreciates the opportunity the Com-
mittee has offered to present our views on 8. 408.

The Cramman. Thank you very much.

We are delighted to have the ABA come in and testify. But I
do not know how many generations will pass before the ABA
comes out in favor of something in the public interest. You opposed
the Federal Reserve Act. You opposed the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation. You opposed Truth-in-Lending. You have opposed
everything in the 20 years that I have been on the committee except
the power of States to impose an effective tax on banks.

Mr. MiLLigan. As a matter of fact, we have been positive on many
issues which have come before this and other committees of the
Congress. In response to a statement you made in a hearing on
March 22, 1973, we wrote a letter on the question of negativism to
Senator Thomas McIntyre, which is included in the record of hear-
ings on the extension of the Interest Rate Control Act in March
1973.

‘We wrote you again on May 12, 1975, in response to your comment
to our witness on the proposed Home Mortgage Disclosure Act of
1975.

In addition, you personally complimented our witness, Mr. Rex
Morthland, during his testimony on housing legislation on March
19, 1975. Last year, we did not oppose H.R. 3035, to provide for
earnings on idle funds in Treasury tax and loan accounts, or S. 2304,
to increase the powers of bank regulatory agencies. And I am sure
you remember our vigorous efforts to support actions by this com-
mittee to revise the RESPA statute in 1975. , .

It is not accurate to characterize the ABA as generally negative
on banking legislation.

The Crammax, Come on. Every one of those matters that you
favored provided no real benefit to the public interest or the social
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obligations of banks. But let me point out that here we have a TV
ad which was sponsored by the American Bankers Association and
it says or suggests the following—and let me read the captions:

“Where does your money go after you put it in your bank? Some
of it is right here, building your neighborhood with construction
loans and home mortgages. Money for your public parks and money
for your schools. Today, American banks have over $80 billion in-
vested in communities like yours.

“So, if you believe in your community, there is no better place to
put your money than your bank.”

Mr. MirLigan. Those statements are correct. Twenty-five percent
of the assets of the commercial banking system are invested in
housing and related functions today. The total investment is in excess
of $220 billion.

May I put this in the record for the benefit of the committee ?

The CramrmaN. Fine,

[The information follows:]

THE BANEING INDUBTRY'S RELATIVE CONTRIBUTION To HoUBING FINANCE

In the past, thrift institutions have garnered most of the credit for finane-
ing residential housing. If the situation i{s viewed solely in terms of residential
mortgage holdings, their claims have validity. But direct housing credit is not
the sole requirement for providing decent housing, that also depends on the
existence of streets and sewers, utilities, construction companies and industry
to produce housing materials. And all of these housing factors are financed
by banks. Moreover, banks provide the major share of funds for other forms
of privately financed low cost housing.

I. REBIDENTIAL MOBTGAGE LOANS
MORTGAGE LOANS OUTSTANDING, BY TYPE OF LENDER 1ST QUARTER 1976
[Dollars in biltions]

Lender 1to 4 family  Multi-family Total
Savings and loan associations $231.3 $25.9 $257.2
Commercial banks____ 78.2 5.5 83.7
Mutual savings banks.. - 50.3 13.9 64.2
Life insurance compani 17.3 19.7 37.0

others. e 126.3 35.7 162.0

T i s s e s o e S e 503.4 100.7 604. 1

Banks held $83.7 billion in residential mortgages at the end of the first
quarter of 1976, ranking second only to the savings and loan industry in these
loans (and banks’ bad debt reserve provisions do not provide a special incentive
to hold such loans, as is the case with savings and loan associations and
mutual savings banks). But, this is only the beginning of the story.

II. MOBILE HOME LOANB

Banks are the major source of credit for purchasing mobile homes which
have become the dominant factor in the low-cost housing market. Mobile homes
account for almost half of the new single family dwellings sold in the U.S.
last year and strong sales continue, Mobile homes are virtually the only kind
of low-cost housing that is widely available to American families earning under
$8,000 per year. At the end of 1975 banks had $8.7 billion in mobile home loans
outstanding, an estimated two-thirds of all such debt.

88-032 O - 77 = 21
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IITI. CONSTRUCTION LOANS

HOLDING OF RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION LOANS BY TYPE OF LENDER 2d QUARTER, 1976
[Doltars in billions]

Lender 1to 4 family  Multi-family Total
Commercial banks. ... ..o e em e e e meamaaae $5.5 $2.5 8.0
Savings and loan assoCiations. ... e oo em e e —————— 8.0 2.1 10.2
Mutual savings banks._..._ 2 = | | .6
Mortgage companies...__ 1.1 1.0 2.0
Mortgage investment trusts._ . w7 2.0 2.7
All others .1 1.7 2.7

Total 15.7 9.6 213

Banks are a major supplier of funds for residential construction, an essential
base of housing finance. Atthe end of the second quarter of 1976 banks held
$8 billion in residential construction loans, nearly one-third of the total. More-
over, banks held $4.5 billion in land loans at the end of the quarter, an esti-
mated half of which was for residential purposes.

IV. LOANS FOR THE INFRASTRUCTURE OF HOUBIRG

The total shelter needs of families require more than just the direct financing
of construction and final mortgages. Also needed are services to make a house
usable—for example, such private and municipal services as electricity, water,
streets and sewers. Considering all financing requirements to provide adequate
housing and related facilities, banks rank near the top of the lending groups.
Some of the most recent daba available reveal that banks:

Invest in obligations of Federal government agenclies involved in hous-
ing, amounting to $14.5 billion.

Hold over $100 billion in municipal securities, of which an estimated
$7 billlon were issued to finance residential support facilities—roads,
sewers and other utilities.

Provide $5.9 billion in home improvement loans.

Provide credit assistance to the housing industry indirectly through
the loans they make to other housing lenders, such as savings and loan
associations, mortgage bankers, life insurance companies and real estate
investment trusts, totaling an estimated $20 billion.

V. MEASURING BANK'S CONTRIBUTION TO HOUBING

Residential mortgage loans_____ ——— $83.7
Mobile home 10408 _ _ oo oo I _— 817
Home improvement loans__________.___ 5.9
Residential construction loans_______ s o 81
Residential land loans_____________ = 2.3
Federal housing agencies obligations_____ 14.5
Municipal securities supporting housing 78.0
Loans to other housing lenders____ 20.0

Total ... - e —————— 221.2

This over $221 billion commitment of the banking industry to housing is a
rough estimate, but a conservative one. It does not cover an indeterminate amount
of loans to contractors, building suppliers and other businesses engaged in hous
ing construction, servicing, and supply. But by any standard of measurement,
a 221.2 billion investment is a very significant commitment to the housing in-
dustry. This puts banks in a very strong and very close second position to the
savings and loan associations in the overall financing of the nation’s housing
needs.

FEBRUARY, 1977.
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ESLIC

THE SAVINGS AND LOAN FOUNDATION

Serving Savings and Loan Assoclations
Across America

TITLE: MACHINES

MUSIC UNDER:ANNCR (VO)

What does it take to stort the wheels
of Americon industry rolling?

It tokes machines...

- . e ——

100 miltion dollors o doy... for jobs, goods...ond services. Help sovings occount of,,.your Savings
. keep America rolling by hoving ond Loan.
your... . MUSIC: UP TO END
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LED BURNETT GOMPANY, ING. — AMERIGAN BANKIRS
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The CHamrman. There is one bank here in Washington that will
not make home mortgage loans but is generous to the outside business
interests of its board of directors. No mortgage loans but its board of
directors have 100 percent of all of its loans that exceed $100,000.

Banks in New York City do not care much about Brooklyn but
are up to their ears in REITs, They have tanker loans.

Your testimony concedes that some banks may be channelin
funds needed locally to out-of-area borrowers in search of a hig

ield. Is this the bankers’ constitutional right or should there not
some regulatory constraint to serve loca% needs, too. I am con-
cerned about the fact that there is too much emphasis in having
Government try to do everything. And banks say this is not their job.
Local communities are not their job. But when they are in a slightly
deteriorating shape, the neighborhood, they say, leave that to the
Government.

‘What I want to do is use your expertise, your experience, your
ability, discipline, your record of success to make this go; and
sitting just to the left of you is a man who proves this can be done.
He runs a bank that has done this and succeeded in it. He made a
13.8 percent return on his capital last year by his policies.

We are trying to encourage bankers to try this. You will find
it works out pretty well.

Mr. Mirrican. I believe he made the bulk of his returns on the
transactions in lis securities portfolio rather than on his loan port-
folio. Securities transactions are beside the point.

The Cramman. No, it is not. He can do both. I am not saying,
put everything in the local community. There may be situations
where you can only put in 10 or 5 percent. This bill says where
there is a local credit need, where the need is sound, that it should
be provided for.

‘We had Ms. Grenwald appear a few days ago before the com-
mittee, the commissioner of banking in Massachusetts, and she
found in the lowest income census tracts there was no worse record
of delinquency than in the highest income census tracts. She has
been pushing the banks in Massachusetts to get into community
lending. They found it worked well.

Mr. Miruiean. That is a rare exception. Also, the banks you cite
that are not involved in their communities are the rare exception
out of the 14,000-odd commercial banks in the United States.

The Crrairman. Mr. Grzywinski is the rare exception?

Mr. MirLicaN. Not necessarily. There are a great many banks that,
if we had had the opportunity to survey, would be shown to be doing
a good job in their own areas.

The bulk of commercial banks are. There are few banks which are
really subject to the criticism you are making. I submit that with
14,300-plus banks in the United States, there will obviously be some
that will fit the category which T mentioned in my statement and
which you have mentioned in your press release, that is, which are
ignoring their communities’ needs.

The Cramman, How about the two big Chicago banks that Mr.
Grzywinski mentioned? How about the pitiful inadequacy of their
investment in the neighborhoods?
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Mr. MiLuigan. He does say that they do have $5.6 million total
credit in that area. Not $500,000. He estimates that a good percent-
age of that $5.6 million is in credit lines.

The Cuamrman. Do you know what percentage $5 million repre-
sents to those banks? Peanuts. It is a tiny fraction of one-tenth of
1 percent. It is nothing.

Mr. Miuican. Right.

Mr. Grzywinski If I may respond, there is a lot of data in
Chicago. I do not have it here with me. I think that any objective
person would, in reviewing that data, conclude that at least in that
city that the banks, the major banks, are not investing in the old
neighborhoods from which they get deposits,

I do not have that data here. I cannot afford a staff to bring it
here. But I could make that available. It is a matter of public
record.

From time to time I have gotten into other neighborhoods around
the country. I have been in Brooklyn, Hoboken, and various kinds
of places. Generally, when you talk about mortgage loans, real
estate mortgage loans that the industry makes, I am sure that
those numbers are correct.

Generally, you know as well as I know that it is much easier
and safer and more profitable to make a loan on a new home in a
new subdivision for a variety of reasons.

But that is not where the problems exist. Problems exist with
the people, neighborhoods and tax base of the old cities and old
neighborhoods. And that is where our industry should be making
its investment.

We have a public charter and public responsibility. That is not
what is happening, I wish there were no more regulation, that we
would not have to have legislation. But by and large the initiative
that is required and the initiative the industry should be taking is
not happening.

When you talk about our own earnings and how much is invested—
but the breakout, reinvestment in the South Shore neighborhood by the
major banks of Chicago, other than charge cards, is miniscule.

But two banks alone have $25 million in deposits from my neigh-
borhood. The grand total of deposits to other banks from my
neighborhood is $50 million. :

Development costs money and there is no escaping that. The
problem is I am serving a predominantly black market that for all
of the reasons in our society has generally lower incomes. The
average balance in my deposit account is 60 percent of the industry
average. ;

I am presently a $58 million bank and I serve over 31,000 deposit
accounts. I do not know what the statistics are for your bank, but
I am sure our balance is considerably lower than your own.

That is where the problem comes in, in trying to serve those
accounts. - )

What we have found—by doing development work and having,
in our particular case, a charge imposed upon us by our shareholders
to do this kind of work—is that we have had to become sharper
bankers in every part of our management, including the bond
portfolio management.
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The examiners came in in June or July, and they said that for
the first time in 10 years, the trend in the bank was up. It is not
mﬁ’ but somehow we have to find ways in the industry to do this.

r. MiLuican. I wasn’t criticizing what he has done. He has
done an excellent job. I'm not an expert on the Chicago situation.
And it would be improper, I would think now, for me to have an
opinion in response to your question about the First National Ban
of Chicago and Continental Illinois, and what kind of job they are
doing in Chicago.

They have been there for a long time. I submit that the problem
we are currently addressing, which is that of the central cities and
the deterioration and funneling of credits to them, is a problem;
but it is one which has been a long time in the making and 1s, as far
as the financial industry is concerned—I’m blanketing in the thrifts,
as well as the commercial banks—is one being addressed. If I
recall what Mr. Cooke said about what was happening in Phila-
delphia, they are doing a good job there.

The Cuamrman, What are we trying to do here is not to provide
for any terrible sanction or require that you make loans that aren’t
sound. Every loan should be sound. We are not saying that you
should make a loan that has any greater prospect of default in the
community. All we are saying is that the job that you do in servic-
ing community needs should be taken into consideration as one
element in whether or not branching should be approved. It is a
mild proposal, it seems to me.

Mr. MiLLigaw, Yes, Mr. Chairman. I submit that social conscious-
ness has found its way into every board room or most of them.

The Cuairman. I hope so.

Mr. MiLrigan. The bottom line is an indication of what manage-
ment has done, yes, but management can’t accomplish that bottom
line unless it has a social conscience and an awareness of its own
community and serves it. Otherwise, the bread and butter of a com-
mercial institution won’t come through its front door.

The Cuamman. We have the appalling facts of our cities. Presi-
dent Carter was right when he said last spring in Milwaukee that
the number one problem, economic problem in this country, is our
cities. I think you would agree with me. We don’t want to solve
the problem with Government money. We couldn’t do it. We couldn’t
do it with a Marshall plan for the cities. We have to do it with the
people who are there, people who understand the city, live in the
city, who know the economy, loan officials who understand the value
of the property, who understand what it is to require effective
discipline.

You are the people, you bankers are the people who can do the
job. You have more resources than we have in the Federal Govern-
ment. You do. The private sector is bigger. The resources of our
financial institutions are vast. Some of us in Congress are little
deceived by the notion that we can proceed and spend more and
invest more and more, but that is a fallacy which will end up giv-
ing us inflation or an ineffective way of doing the job. This is
simply one mild constructive approach.

I hope you will reconsider this. Talk to the ABA about this.
When you say that this bill will result in not providing money to
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the northeastern parts of our country from the banking institutions,
from the banking institutions outside the Northeast, the Sun Belt
that doesn’t make any sense at all. The banking institutions in the
northeastern part of our country are investing so much of their
funds abroad.

Our banking system has $250 billion invested abroad; $50 billion
to lesser development countries that are considerably more risky
than investments in local communities,

Mr. MiiuicaN. That remains to be seen. I was not referring to
the money center banks. I was thinking of Altoona, Pa., Buffalo,
upstate New York, rather than the New York metropolitan area
which I readily recognize is part of the thrust of the bill. But
certainly I would concur with you completely on your feeling
that the private sector can attack and accomplish these projects.

The Cuamrman. My time is up. You are not saying you would
expect the Florida banks under this bill to stop investing money
in Altoona. I don’t think there is much of that going on really.

Mr. Miiuiean. Of course not. The examples are obviously hypo-
thetical. These are possibilities and that is what we are talKlng
about. We are only projecting what the possibilities might be.

The Cramyan. My problem is the flow has been the other way.
It has been from the depressed communities. You get deposits there
and then you invest in the outside thriving communities.

Mr. MirLican. This is turning around.

The Craarrman. We want to encourage that.

- Mr. Mirrigan. Certainly, and so does the private sector.

The Cramrman. Senator Garn.

Senator Gar~. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I don’t know whether
I should speak at all or not. I have had a few moments to cool off.
I would like you to know there are some members of this committee
who feel that it is the banking industry and savings and loan
industry in this country who have been responsible %zr building
this Government and not government. Damn it to hell, we have had 200
years of the private sector building the greatest country. There are
problems and I know a lot about them firsthand, having spent 7 years
in local government. The answer isn’t more rules and regulations.
Piecemeal, we are heading for credit allocation and Government
bureaucrats sitting back here interfering with the private sector. I'm
sick and tired of the antibusiness attitude of this committee. I think
the record speaks for itself. It is constant.

You come in here; you are insulted day after day, treated rudely,
but the Kathleen O’Reillys, the Ralph Nader's have their asses
kissed every day and and told how wonderful their testimony is over
and over again, while we are building up a regulatory burden that
is going to destroy the housing industry in this country.

I get so sick and tired of it. Talk about negativism. This committee
is negative. You have a staff that is so overwhelmingly antibusiness
that—and they don’t have a practical bit of experience in therr
brains—every answer is: “Pass another law.” I deliberately stayed
away from these hearings most of this week, so I wouldn’t have an
outburst like this. T couldn’t stand to come and hear Ralph Nader
over and over again representing himself as representing millions
of people,
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At least there are a few of us who happen to think there are
problems that do need correction, but more and more Federal regula-
tion isn’t the answer to that problem. I have the greatest respect for
Senator Proxmire and his ability and intelligence. He is probably
one of the hardest working Senators in the entire U.S. Senate.

I suggest maybe his Golden Fleece Award go to this committee
for the costs it has imposed on the American consumer and not on
the financial institutions, because they have to be passed on to the con-
sumer and when we are going to get reason and balance in these
decisions, I don’t know,

One of these days I'm going to get so sick of this Senate and their
ideas of imposing more and more regulations and ignoring what
builds the greatest standard of living. I think we should look at
what we have passed in the past and make sure they work properly
and do what they were intended to do rather than continue to impose
new regulation.

I feel like going home and making as much money as I can
before I drop dead, after fighting ethics code and everything else.
I’'m sorry, but after 2 years, I have had a belly full of the answer
being: “Let’s push through another law in the name of consumer-
ism,” and the poor consumer is getting ripped off by it.

When we start going back to a cost-benefit analysis, how much
does it cost, who pays the bill and who is going to benefit, then
maybe we will come up with answers, We are not willing to wait
for the chairman’s and my bill to go through to get a neighborhood
commission and answers and analyses of past programs.

We just keep throwing in more. I apologize for getting so angry,
but I feel strongly about this. As the chairman ung everybody else
knows, I'm tired of not being listened to at all. I don’t know what
good it did to spend 7 years in the neighborhoods of this country and
think I have the answers when you have the groups coming into
your office and commission meetings there you are out in the trenches
and front lines. More would like to build housing. But the ridiculous
HUD that sits there with their silly rules and regulations doesn’t
result in building houses, but you end up just filling out forms.
When they wise up to the fact that for 20 years, we have been
having Federal programs that haven’t been producing housing,
maybe they will look the other way.

Maybe I'm totally wrong. My way hasn’t been tried. I'm not
listened to at all. I apologize for my anger, but I think we are
heading for a totally reg:l)Etlted centralized banking system in this
country, politicized with whoever happens to be in power, although
I doubt I'll live long enough to see the Republicans control any-
thing, even the elevator operators around here.

I don’t know, I happen to think we ought to have a balanced
viewpoint between the private and public sectors, rather than this
overwhelming unbelievable morass of Government and bunch of
bureaucrats that have never been out in the real world trying to
regulate and plan. Let’s put Humphrey-Hawkins in and we will have
a real jewel,

The Cuairman. I agree with you wholeheartedly that we should
do our best to solve these problems in the private sector.

That is what this bill is designed to do.
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This bill is designed to get the banks to do the job rather than
have the Federal Government do the job.

You and I agree that they do a better job than the Federal
Government can. They have far more expertise. They know their
neighborhood and their area.

One approach is to do nothing. They say: Let’s keep things the
way they are. The profit system will enable things to work out.

Perhaps it would gradually improve.

You have the Ron Grzywinskis that show the way, perhaps.

I am trying to propose legislation that would provide some mild
incentive to persuade the banks to get into their local communities
more aggressively than they have in the past and to try the kind
of prescription that Mr. Grzywinski has indicated can be shown.

Let me ask you, Mr. Grzywinski—we have heard a great deal
from the trade associations about the lack of demand for mortgage
credit in older neighborhoods. What is your experience in the South
Shore area? Has demand materialized when you opened your doors
and said you were available to make loans or did you have to go
out and spread the word?

Mr. Grzywinskr. We did a lot of spreading of the word. The first
winter we were there the president of the bank and I thought we
were running an independent political campaign because we spent
two or three nights a week in parlor meetings, PTA meetings, telling
people what we were trying to do with the bank.

l We tried to convince them that the neighborhood wasn’t going
down.

The CrHarMAN. You had to fight for it, sell it?

Mr. Grzywinskr. We had to fight for it. There is data which
shows the notion of demand is really a myth. The realtors know
where they can get the loans. The realtor is interested in making
the profit and closing that deal as quickly as he can.

If he has a prospective buyer, he will send that buyer to the
place where he is most certain he can get that loan.

I did this in Lockport when I was managing a bank in a county
that had no FHA lending in a blue collar community. I put together
a package and got all of the realtors together over lunch and told
them what we were doing, and we did more business that year than
a savings and loan that was five times our size.

People just have to know you are doing it.

The CuamrmaN. Are creative loans more costly to service?

Mr. Grzywinskr. There is an inescapable cost of development.
Some loans are more expensive than others. Depending on interest
rates in the marketplace, mortgage loans may or may not be a
profitable investment.

Student loans are difficult to service even though they are in our
case 100 percent insured. We have to do the collection work and
they are difficult to service.

We do not let our installment loan people turn down an install-
ment loan until it has been reviewed by another committee at the
bank,

Small business loans, we have had a good relationship for 10 years
with the Small Business Administration. We have to go through &
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separate level, after we approve the loan. We have to take it to the
SBA and they go through the process all over again and we have
to sell them on it. That costs money. It is difficult.

We subsidize part of that cost by raising deposits from outside
our market and using the earnings from that.

If we talk about a national system, there are ways where we
should be able to develop cash-and-profit incentives so we can get
banks to do more of this,

As 1 said in the beginning of my testimony, this bill is a reason-
able bill and ought to be passed because I think already banks do
benefit from public policy. '

While there would be additional costs involved, what we have to
create is a system by which banks have some incentive to find ways.
They should start arguing for doing away with the bureaucracies
involved.

We need a development banking system in this country, and we
don’t have it.

The CuamrMan. You do agree in principle that a bank charter
to serve the convenience and needs of the community has some
obligation to make loans in that community?

Mr, MirieaN. Yes, and most banks fulfill their charters.

You will find that to be the fact in this country.

The CHamrMaN. The three bank regulatory agencies have never
sanctioned a bank or failed to approve a branch application because
the bank was failing to meet community needs.

In the absence of sensitivity by the regulators, how can we expect
lenders to pursue this obligation to the community ?

Mr. MicLican. We have an excellent example of the attitude of the
regulators sitting here at the table where they said that a particular
bank might not move out of the area in which it was established
because it was serving the convenience and needs of that community
and it should stay there and continue to do so rather than move
uptown and perhaps be more profitable to the shareholders.

The Crarman, That is a rare case.

Mr. MiLurcan. It is very likely that it is seldom that the problem
actually arises in the consideration of a charter.

The Cramrman. Don’t we need to redefine convenience and needs
to make sure it includes loans and not just deposits?

Mr. Miurigax. Mr. Chairman, if you define the convenience and
needs clause again, you are going to circumscribe the regulatory
authorities, whereas now they have broad authority. .

If you narrow down the definition, then the regulators are going
to be held within the confines of that definition whereas at this point
they can, through the various powers they have, exert influence on
the financial industry, if you will, to accomplish the purposes for
which they are intended. .

And T suspect that from within our own industry there is that
kind of pressure and influence which is accomplishing the purposes
that you are speaking of.

- It may be painfully slow.

Maybe it needs a nudge, but it is getting a nudge. And when I
say there is social consciousness up and down the pike, if you will,
it is there and it is becoming more evident.
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The major banks have departments which devote themselves com-
pletely to this area.

The Cramman. I think you are a remarkably fine witness, and
you make a fine impression. I am sure you spoke with complete
sincerity. ;

‘What concerns me, of course, is the fact that all we are asking
to do here is that the regulatory bodies put emphasis on the record
of serving community needs, particularly with respect to loans, and
we want to take that into consideration.

It is such a mild suggestion or request. You are such a reasonable
man that it would seem to me that would appeal to you.

You agree with the general objective, although you don’t agree
with our means of achieving it. You say, relax and let things take
their course; we will work our way out of it. But we see this real
problem in our cities. It is not a racial problem either. We have
many cities which are entirely white, where the housing stock is
somewhat old, and they are having a great deal of trouble.

It is a broad problem, as you know. It is a problem for residences
as well as small businesses.

Mr. MiLLigaN. The ramifications of that problem are tremendous.

They are things again to which we should be addressing ourselves,
but outside the purview of this particular hearing.

But, certainly, we feel strongly that these problems must be
addressed. They must be conquered. It can’t all be done overnight,
because there isn’t that much expertise.

One of the things we are concerned about is that a simple bill
will result in rather substantial set of regulations and, again, that
there will be

The Caamman. You have good reason to be concerned about that.
We have seen that happen before. We are determined to not let that
happen again this time. What I would like to do with this legisla-
tion is to find out from the regulatory bodies what kind of regula-
tions they would have and make sure we don’t repeat the mistake
made by the Congress in enacting the Real Estate Settlement Pro-
cedures Act. We had agreement with the industry. They favored the
bill and they found they had a nightmare.

I supported Senator Garn in trying to repeal that. Your bank
is & small institution, understaffed. overworked, specializing in the
kind of loans that take a great deal of staff time. You have testified
this bill should be strengthened to require a comprehensive review of
reinvestment policies and all of the others that go with it.

You don’t think this will represent an intolerable paperwork
burden. i

We found we made serious mistakes in the past in this committee
in enacting legislation that did that, and we don’t want to do that
again.

glf{ir. Grzywinskr It would take additional work. Our bank hold-
ing company has to file each quarter an extensive report to the
Federal Reserve Board on the holding company. There are other
regulations. Truth-in-Lending, for instance, takes time. If we wanted
to open a branch, or a drive-in facility which is all we could do in
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Illinois, it would be an additional burden. We would want to make
.:;:re that we were interested in going into that area before doing
at.

I don’t like it. I wish there were a better way to do it. But I
dislike the paperwork, as much as anybody else.

I don’t know what the costs are. But, certainly, it costs money.
I think it should be kept as simple as it can be. But I don’t know
if there is any other answer to it. I would like to add for the record
that in our dealings with the Comptroller’s Office and the Fed
they have been fair and, within the extent of the regulations, quite
supportive of the work we have been doing.

In the last examination by the Comptroller’s Office in June or
July of last year, we were at the end of the examination. What we

. were doing 1n terms of reinvestment in the neighborhood, and it.
appeared as though the examiner-in-charge had a questionnaire and
he was asking questions from that questionnaire, and we had to tell
him what we were doing.

Mr. MrLuiean. The examiners always look at the domicile of the
loans to make sure we are loaning in an area not only close to home,
but loaning in an area where we know a little about what we are
doing. That is an ongoing thing.

The Crairman. Senator Garn?

Senator Garn. The chairman has said this committee has made
serious mistakes in the past. Maybe you could underscore that in
the record. _

Second : Mr. Grzywinski, I agree with you and the chairman that
this bill by itself does not impose that big a regulatory burden. But
won’t you agree with the totality of what this committee and the
Congress has done over a periody of years is a massive paperwork
burden with very large costs?

For 2 years, one of the first questions I asked came at this com-
mittee. I said how much does it cost? For 2 years I have been asking
that question, and I can’t get an answer from the proponents or oppo-
nents of the bills. T was on the executive side of the Government in
Utah. I couldn’t make decisions without having some idea of costs.
We do it all the time without knowing. The totality concerns me.

A little bill here and a little there. It is like building the match-
stick houses, You build them for a long ways and then they collapse.
This one little bill isn’t that big a deal.

Mr. Grzywinskr I don’t keep track of the work of the committee;
I run a bank.

Senator GarN. You must be familiar with some of the things:
Equal Credit Opportunity, Truth-in-Lending. On and on and on.
You are familiar with them. If you are not, you are violating the
laws.

Mr. Grzywinsgr. We don’t willingly violate the laws, We hope
we don’t do it unwillingly. We file those reports. They take time.
Our comptroller sometimes can’t do something else, because he has to
do that. When I weigh that against the needs we have in our neigh-
borhood and the kind of needs I see existing in other neighborhoods,
and when I don’t see any effort on the part of other banks to take
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initiative to try to help in some way, and I don’t care if they help
in my neighborhood, there are a lot of other neighborhoods—we
have 75 in Chicago to choose from—but I started out 5 years ago
believing if you could show that you could do development—I
started doing developmental lending in 1967 at another bank—
that bank has made $21 million or $22 million worth of loans and
its losses have been $100,000, I have been told. I believe if we started
doing that—I might add that that operation is profitable to the
best of my knowledge—but if we started doing that, other banks
would follow the lead.

They would say, we will get serious. Maybe under our holding
company, we may open up a development office or development
subsidiary as a couple of large banks around the country have.

However, it hasn’t happened in 10 years. I thought if we started
dealing with the bank and could go into a neighborhood and turn
it around that bankers would move agressively.

And there has been movement, I agree.

) Sgnator Gar~. May I interrupt you to pursue a line of question-
ing?

I will make a statement so you know how I feel.

Redlining does exist. I may surprise you after hearing my initial
outburst. Redlining does exist.

What I disagree with, is how do we solve the problem of redlining!
Do we blame t%ne credit unions, savings and loans, banks? Or do we
look at maybe another cause of the problem?

The consumers groups, they say damn the financial institutions,
they won’t make loans. I agree with what you are saying. But how
do we stimulate what you are talking about? Do we do it by pass-
ing a law that requires people toril things, that mandates, and
assign a bureaucracy to police it, or do we look at the basic causes!

Sometimes such things have nothing to do with the ability of the
owner to pay, but any financial institution has to look at the condition
of the house that is being bought and the situation that exists in the
neighborhood.

If we could get people off septic tanks and get code enforcement
programs from the Federal Government and the chairman will tell
you that nobody has pushed harder for section 312 than I, against
two administrations and maybe now we will get $120 million this year.

You can see a situation, one mayor from Utah, in his town they
had rehabilitated 119 homes for $70,000 of state government money.
The likelihood of banks going in and saying, we can make a loan there,
now is good,

That is the point I have been trying to make for 2 years and I
have seemed to fail totally.

That is just another law, more regulations from the various
regulatory agencies will never ever solve the problem of disinvest-
ment and redlining and the problems in the inner-cities. Until we
attack the problem on a total basis, getting banks involved with
the city government and with the Federal Government all in coopers-
tion, things are not going to happen.
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You know the lead the financial institutions have taken in cities
like Baltimore.

I don’t disagree with you. You know a banker can’t disagree with
what I'm saying. Unless we correct some of the other problems and
cooperate you just can’t pass a law and expect the financial institu-
tions to bail out the inner-cities. At the same time they have hear-
ings about problem banks and what a lousy job they are doing and
we have to stiffen the regulations because they are making poor
zlqans. T;lere has to be commonsense and balance. Do you agree or

isagree

Mr. Grzywinskl. Last June or July I testified before this com-
mittee on things that I thonght would provide additional incentives
that would not cost the Treasury anything, using such things as
regulation Q and the dollar amount of insurance by the FSLIC and
FDIC as market incentives to encourage banks to do more in the
area of development,

You would have to create a system of measurement which would
be difficult but to have a system by which a banker is doing a
better job of development might be able to pay 51 and 6 percent
on savings accounts and would have a competitive edge in the
marketplace. It would be an advantage to the consumer and give
the bank a market advantage. If my depositors were insured to
$50,000 or $60,000 and First National depositors were insured only
to $40,000, there wouldn’t be much paperwork involved in that.

Philosophically, we are saying the same thing.

On the other hand, I don’t see that happening. It may happen
someday.

Senator Garn. My point is there, rather than just passing a law
that is going to try by legislative fiat require you to do something,
wouldn’t we be better off in this Congress to encourage what I'm say-
ing? Wouldn’t we be better off to put more money into community
development grants through local government, wouldn’t that cost you
less in development costs and wouldn’t the banking and savings and
loan industry be better able to go in and make loans in these redlined
areas if we improved the entire situation ?

You can’t raise one ship in the harbor. But if you raise the level
of the harbor, all of the ships come up.

Mr. Grzywinski. Those things would help. I don’t know what
the costs would be.

When I read the projections from the Bureau of the Budget that
there will be no new spending until 1980, I don’t know where the
money is going to come from.

Senator Gary. We are going to take it out of water projects in
the West.

Mr. Grzywinski. I don’t know what the total work of the com-
munity is but this legislation is what we have now.

It seems if it is passed it would be a step in the direction in
which we need to move.

Senator Garn, You are talking about deficits and I abhor them,
too.
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Look at the balance of our housing programs. We fight to get
$120 million for rehab. Would you agree that there is a tremendous
inventory and asset of good, solidly built, older homes in most of
the cities? Rehab rather than going out and building new publie
housing, the billions of dollars of costs, that 15 years from now will be
falling apart——

Mr. Grzywinsgl I have seen two examples of remarkable re-
development activities. )

Senator GarN. I tried in this committee for 2 years to reduce
some of the—not talking about increasing the total budget, but
the priorities within it, reducing the programs that don’t work like
236 and to reduce conventional public housing. If you can rehabili-
tate 119 homes for $70,000 to make them livable and safe and up to
code standards that is wonderful.

Mr. Grzywinsk1l. 236 and section 8 are important pieces in the
beginning cycle of turning around a neighborhood. An area may
be too far depressed to come in with mariet rate and market term
_ loans, but if you have a strategy for a neighborhood or that partic-
ular area and come in first with a large enough segment of con-
centrated subsidized moderate income housing, then you can build
around that and begin to come in

Senator GaArN. Isn’t rehab the very first step in revitalizing a
neighborhood ¢

o you think $120 million is adequate in a rehab program?

Mr, Grzywinskr. No. We couldn’t use $120 million in South
Shore, but close to it. '

Senator Garn. You have made my point exactly. That is what
we have if the $50 million extra I requested is put in for the entire
country for rehab. A house in Salt Lake City, typical World War
IT type, small home, elderly couple living in it, and if you start
looking at the possibilities of low income housing for them. For
$3,000 out of our funds in the city, through a rehabilitation program,
the major problem was plumbing, electrical and the furnace. It had
a wall heater that was very dangerous. With $3,000, we went in and
dug a partial basement, put in a new furnace, improved the electrical
and plumbing and they have a nice home now.

What would it have cost them to go into any other thing. I think
somebody might be willing to make a loan on that house. In the
future, when that elderly couple is gone and somebody wants to buy
that home, I bet any bank or savings and loan in Salt Lake City
will make a loan on that house and the $3,000 made it possible.

Mr. GrzywinNskr. You can rehab many houses for between $6,000
to $8,000.

The subsidy programs, section 8 and 236, the construction costs
are coming in at $15,000 to $16,000 a unit and then you get up to
$30.000 a unit with soft costs.

Nonetheless—and I think those are expensive costs—that kind of
system has to be used as a way of priming the pump, and where
we do have subsidies, housing subsidies, where we are making large
housing expenditures, those expenditures should be made in areas
where there is non-Government subsidized development as part of
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the package. We have not used the subsidized housing packages
the way they should be used, to encourage more market activity in
that area.

Senator GArN. My time is up.

I don’t think there is too much difference in our opinions.

The CrHamMAN. Senator Garn has made an excellent argument
for our bill. I don’t think he would acknowledge that but he has
The private sector does have an important role here.

I didn’t think the day would come when the distinguished Senator
from Utah makes a pitch for the Government coming in and solvin
these problems through Government-paid rehabilitation, throug
Government actions of various kinds and not rely first on the private
sector, which is all this bill does.

This won’t cost the Federal taxpayer a nickel. It may cost some-
thing to the banking institutions but that is something that you as
a banker can assume.

But the important thing is whether you want to solve this problem
with Government funds or with as little Government funds as
possible; if we are going to succeed, we have to enlist the private
sector.

You can provide rehabilitation too. The banks with the right kind
of incentive and encouragement will provide more and better re-
l;sbilit,a.tion than we can ever provide in the Congress of the United
States.

You have provided rehab loans, isn’t that correct?

Mr. Grzywinski. Yes, sir.

The Cuamrman, That is what the bill is trying to achieve.

Senator Garx. May I assume that you will support in the next
housing bill greatly expanded rehabilitation and cut down on con-
ventional public housing?
~ All T have succeeded with all of the compliments you have paid me
1s allocate $120 million out of a $450 billion budget. That’s peanuts
for a conservative. Put that in the record, too.

The CHamrman. I hope you will join me in my committee initia-
tives,

Senator Garn. Will you fight to keep that extra $50 million in
that I requested this year?

The CrarmaN. For what?

Senator GArn. Section 312.

The CramMan. $50 million isn’t much for an ex-mayor from
Utah, but from a poor old country boy from Wisconsin, that is a lot.

Senator Gar~. This committee has unanimously put it in.

As chairman T would expect you to follow your committee’s direc-
tions as you sit on the Appropriations Committee.

The Crammax. I do whenever I agree with the committee.

Thank you, gentlemen.

Our next witness is Morris Crawford, Edward Brooks, Sccurity
Federal Savings and Loan of Richmond, who, I understand will
give us the viewpoint of the savings and loan industry and Ms.
{(:t!]leen Hamilton, Central West End Savings and Loan of St.

uis,

88-032 O - 77 - 22
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STATEMENTS OF MORRIS D. CRAWFORD, JR.,, CHAIRMAN OF THE
BOARD, BOWERY SAVINGS BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
MUTUAL SAVINGS BANKS; EDWIN BROOKS, JR.,, PRESIDENT,
SECURITY FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN OF RICHMOND; AND
KATHLEEN 0'C. HAMILTON, CENTRAL WEST END SAVINGS ARD
LOAN ASSOCIATION, ST. LOUIS, MO.

Mr. Crawrorp. Thank you, Mr, Chairman.
[Statement of Mr. Crawford follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MUTUAL SAvVINGS BANEs

Mr. Chairman and Membhers of the Committee, my name is Morris D. Craw-
ford, Jr., chairman of the board of the Bowery Savings Bank, New York City,
and chairman of the National Association of Mutual Savings Banks' Com-
mittee on Federal Legislation.

I am pleased to have this opportunity to discuss 8. 408 the Community Re-
investment Aect of 1977, introduced by Chairman Proxmire earlier this year.
As we understand the bill, its stated purpose and intended effect would be to
require the appropriate Federal supervisory agencies, in passing upon applica-
tions for new “deposit facilities,” to determine whether the applicant institution
has been satisfying credit needs in areas contiguous to exiting deposit facilities.
Further, applicants would be required to set forth the porportion of consumer
deposits expected to be obtained from residents in the service area of the pro-
posed facility that would be subsequently reinvested in that service area.

Federal statutes pertinent to savings banks presently require the FDIC to
take into consideration, among other eriteria, both the convenience and the
“needs” of the community in determining whether or not to act affirmatively
on applications affecting deposit facilites. For example, in order to qualify 2
bank for insurance under Sec. 6' of the Federal Deposit Insurance Act, the
Board of FDIC must consider “convenience and needs of the community” as
a factor. Under Sec. 18(d)* of the Act, the same criteria must also be satisfled
in order for a savings bank to establish and operate any new branch. The same
test is also found in the merger section—Section 18(c) (5) of the F.D.LA?®

Based on existing statutes, therefore, the Federal supervisory authorities
can undoubtedly interpret “needs of the community” to include credit needs
We have reason to believe that they do apply this interpretation from time to
time but not in all eases and not always expressly. This suggests that the
enactment of S. 406 is not strictly necessary and that its purpose might be
accomplished by administrative regulations or even by simple revision of
present forms of application.

If, however, Congress should determine that no statutory duplication would
be involved in the enactment of S. 406, we bhelieve that some of the require-
ments set forth in the bill might be reconsidered. For example, the definition
of a bank's “primary savings service area” as “a compact area” which is
geographically “contiguous to a deposit facility” may not be entirely appropri-
ate for a branch facility located in a commercial center, a large regional
shopping area, a high-rise office building or certain metropolitan markets.
Many of these branches draw 50 percent or more of their deposits from such
widely spread geographic areas that the actual savings service area cannot
be thought of as either “ecompact” or “‘contiguous.”

Further the applicant for a “deposit facility” would bear the burden of
analyzing the “credit needs” of its “primary savings service area” and pro-
posing methods for meeting “those needs.” The applicant would also be re
quired to indicate the *‘proportion of consumer deposits obtained from indi-
viduals residing in the primary savings service area by the deposit facility that
will be reinvested in that area.” In the first instance, nowhere does the bill
provide a definition of “credit needs.” Lacking such definition, the burdens of

112 U.8.C. 1816.
212 U.S.C. 1828(d).
312 U.8.C. 1828(c) (5).
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analysis of, and providing proposals for meeting, “those needs” would be
virtually insurmountable, Even assuming a reasonable conceptual definition of
“eredit needs” could be provided, the mechancial problems of compliance
would be significant.

There are other aspects of the bill which might also be reviewed. For
example, Senator Proxmire, in his introductory message accompanying the
bill, pointed out that the ‘needs” of a community may sometimes be ignored
because of the motives of applicants who ‘“may be interested primarily in
financing their own outside business interests” or “may wish to invest the
community’s savings in far-flung ventures.” This just does not apply to the
nation’s mutual savings banks. Most savings banks are severely restricted or
completely prohibited by state law from the financing of business interests of
their officers or trustees or from significant investment in far-flung business
ventures. Most observers would argue that mutual savings bank support for
the national housing market through secondary market purchases of mortgage
paper on out-of-state properties or through the purchase of municipal obliga-
tions is in the national interest and helps move needed funds for public hous-
ing goals from capital surplus to capital deficient areas. The question thus
arises as to whether the proposed legislation addresses a critical problem in
the case of our specific industry.

Section 4(3) of the bill suggests that regulators encourage testimony from
community organizations at deposit facility application “hearings.” Present
FDIC regulations provide for public notice of all such applications and an
opportunity to be heard for all interested parties, whether or not a formal
“hearing” is held. Because of the delays involved, we would not like to see
formal “hearings” for all such applications but it could well be that the
regulatory authorities could amend present regulations to bring this notice
more specifically to the attention of interested groups and without further
legislative direction.

‘While we respectfully submit that 8. 406 would not add significantly to
powers that Federal supervisory authorities already have, its passage would
concern us in several other respects. The bill is obviously designed in part to
combat alleged geographic diserimination on the part of some lending institu-
tions—a practice commonly referred to as “redlining.” The bill implies that
in the solution of this complex and vexing matter, there should be some sort
of relationship between where an institution receives its deposits and where
it should be investing those deposits. Granted, no such ratio is spelled out or
even required under the literal terms of the bill but we, suggest that Federal
regulatory authorities could well interpret the legislation this way.

This disturbs us for at least three reasons. First, the nature of the problem
appears to be one of perception at least as much as one of reality. In instances
where mechanisms have been established to deal with the practice, it has been
shown that these perceptions were not a reflection of actual conditions. Second,
the mutual savings bank industry has addressed this issue through its own
initiatives and finds this private approach much preferred, from a public
policy standpoint. I will expand on these points further on in my statement.
Third, we believe that any implication that there should be a specific relation-
ship between where deposits come from and where investments should be made
is too simplistic and could well be self-defeating for those who seek to encour-
age greater investment in less affluent communities. Financial intermediaries
have always moved funds from ecapital surplus to capital short areas. Any
unrealistic criteria for local investment of local savings could well lead (i) to
unnecessary investment in capital surplus areas, (ii) to even less investment
than at present in capital short areas, and (iii) to the location of deposit
facilities primarily in relatively affluent areas wthout sufficient regard to the
convenience of savers in less affluent areas.

It is the tradition of the mutual savings bank industry that community
needs must and shall be served, provided snch service is compatible with safe
and sound banking practices. For example, we believe our industry has an
excellent record with respect to establishing special programs to encourage
investment in urban areas. What these programs have in common is that they
represent private initiative by the lending community to channel funds, fur-
nished on a voluntary basis by participating institutions, into areas that may
have previously experienced difficulty in securing mortgage finance. These pro-
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grams already exist in Boston, Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia, and a similar
program has been developed and is about to be launched in New York City. They
typically involve a “mortgage review” committee and these committees con-
sist not only of bankers, but of neighborhood represenatives as well.

It might serve to examine one of these programs in more detail. In Boston,
an Urban Mortgage Review Board was established in 1976 to review appeals
brought by rejected mortgage loan applicants. The board consists of six
members—three bankers and three neighborhood representatives. It is signif-
cant to note that in the board’s first eight months of operation, 1,603 mortgage
applications for loans on Boston properties were received by savings banks
Of this number, 243 were denied. All 243 of the denled applicants were advised
of their right to petition the Urban Mortgage Review Board and some 30 did ».
Out of these 30 cases, there were only four where even a single member of
the board felt that location might have been a factor in the initial rejection of
the loan application. Thus, the results in Boston suggest there may be far les
“redlining” than residents of affected neighborhoods once believed to be the
ease,

In reviewing the bill and allied materials, however, we were gratified to note
Senator Proxmire's words in his introductory message: “The bill is not intended
to force financial institutions into making high risk loans that would jeopardize
their safety. Indeed, the bill specifically requires that any action taken by the
bank regulators must be ‘consistent with safe and sound’ banking practices”

Accompanying me today are two of the leading savings bankers involved in
urban lending review programs in New York and Boston: Mr. Vincent J.
Quinn, president and chairman of The Brooklyn Savings Bank and Mr. Arthur
F. Shaw, president of the First American Bank for Savings In Boston. These !
two gentlemen are far more expert than I am and would be pleased to answer
any questions of the Committee as to the operation of urban lending review
programs in fulfillment of the “needs” of the community.




el
.

.| .=z, Redlining in Brooklyn

337

" TAKE THE
MONEY
AND RUN!

NEW yoak pubhc INTEREST RESEARCI'I GROUP, INC.

\ Offices: ALBANY, BINGHAMTON, BROOKLYN, BUFFALO, MANHATTAN, QUEENS, SYRACUSE

Py

noe -



- ACKNOWLEOGMENT

This report would not have been possible without the dedicated
work of students at Brookiyn College who helped conceive and plan 1t and
were entirely responsible for resenw:hingnthl data. The contribution of
Andy Roth was especially important. He headed the task force of students,
instructing them in the intricacies of county real estate records and making
sure that the work was done on Schedule. The mémbers of the task force
vere: Barry Glickman, Barbara Kluger, Robert Levine, Susan Lyons, Maxine
Margo, Dennis Mulligan, Susan Odessky, Marc Pe t, and David Rosen. The
effort of Eric Cohen also merits specfal acknowledgment. As staff project
coordinator at the Brooklyn College Chapter of NYPIRG, he inspired and
advised the students and helped them channel their concern about urban
housing into constructive action. Richard Golden, a NYPIRG staff attorney
assigned to the Brooklyn office of NYPIRG, helped edit the report and has
:::stified before City and State committees investigating the problem of red-

ning.

For additional copfes of this publication
($1.00) or information on bulk rates write: NYPIRG
Publications, 5 Beekman Street, New York, N.Y. 10038
{212) 349-6460

® W1gnm§vmmmummm 1120176



CONTENTS
PR RO oo v vimiomimase s Sg S SR RN ok SR S R N AW RO i
81 g VT 1] (O P UR I PPy NPT R e PRI~ SRR O MR B o T S o 1
MethodoTOgY.cvreenreenscnnacnans R e SRR R e 2

Analysis of Data
Brooklyn Is Redlined
Black Neighborhoods Fare Worse Than White Neighborhoods

Corroboration of Data....cvurersreisronsrirecnnseesinssssasansnnsssnannnan 6
CONCTUSTON. . covuwansnvnmninereness e R N R R R A —
Appendices:

Table I: The Seven Banks Surveyed

Table II: Mortgages Issued During 1975
Table III: Values of Mortgages Issued
Table IV: Comparative Ranking of Banks

Map I - A to G: Postal Zone Distribution of Mortgages Aggregated
by Bank

Map II: Combined Postal Zone Distribution of Mortgages



340

PREFACE

Housing dominates the domestic economy of most Americans. A
house is the most expensive lifetime purchase for most people, with their
automobiles and funerals being distant seconds and thirds. For apartment
dwellers, rent is usually the greatest single monthly expense, absorbing
at least one quarter of disposable income.

As might be expected, housing has as much importance for society
as it does for individuals. Homes are so expensive that almost everyone
wno buys one must do so on credit, extended in the form of mortgage and
home improvement loans. When mortgages are not available for credit-worthy
people to buy structurally sound homes, entire neighborhoods and cities
decline. Young families with children cannot find homes and older residents
leave without being replaced. City real estate tax income declines, leading
to a diminution of school quality. Customers leave or cannot move into neigh-
borhoods and local businesses close, leading to unemployment, lower sales
taxes, decreased income tax revenues, and thus to a decline of municipal
services.

People with steady jobs, good income, and a record of credit-
worthiness cannot obtain a mortgage at all or can do so only by going to
a government or private insurance pool that charges "points”, thereby inflat-
ing interest costs. Whites, who have the choice of moving to suburbs where
less expensive conventional mortgages are available, no longer move into
the inner cities. "Transition" neighborhoods, which would become racially
integrated if whites could obtain mortgages at competitive prices, instead
turn into racial ghettos.

These symptoms of credit strangulation have appeared with fright-
ening speed and intensity in New York City. Racial ghettos are spreading;
real estate tax revenue is falling; schools and municipal services are
suffering.

Credit is extended by those with money, which means, in our
society, banks. This power to extend or withhold credit has been given to
banks by their depositors. In the past, residents who deposited money
in a local savings bank could assume that their money would be used for
the community's benefit. This assumption is recognized by Congress in the
Home Mortgage Disclosure Act of 1975, which is predicated on banks' "obliga-
tions to serve the housing needs of the communities in which they are
located."

There are two kinds of banks in America: commercial and savings
banks. Commercial banks are formed by stockholders and are profit-moti-
vated. Savings banks are not required to earn more than enough to give
depositors a fair return on deposits and to cover administrative costs.
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As this report shows, many Brooklyn savings banks have abdicated
their responsibility to their depositors and communities. With one hon-
vrable exception, the seven banks surveyed by NYPIRG are choking the flow
vt credit in Brooklyn. They pursue profit outside their home areas and
iunore the credit needs of Tocal residents. The withdrawal of credit affects
every neighborhood, every race, and every income group.

The red 1ine is drawn in secret, without the knowledge of depositors
to whom these banks should be accountable. As can be seen from the metho-
dology section of this report, i1t was possible to obtain the facts only
after months of work by many people searching diffuse and voluminous public
records.

One of the most disheartening aspects of the rediining problem
is the infinite number of ways a bank can refuse to keep capital in a given
area. The average mortgage term may have been 25 years; it suddenly becomes
ten or 15 years, making the monthly charge prohibitive. Previously the
Toans would be for 80 percent or 85 percent of the appraised value of the
house; now the loan will be for only 60 percent or 70 percent of the appraised
value, While before, the appraised value would approximately equal market val-
ue, now appraised value is only 60 percent to 70 percent of market value. Pre-
viously the mortgage would be closed when title passed; banks now begin to re-
quire completion of unnecessary repairs or redecoration prior to closing the
mortgage. Whereas previously a balloon mortgage on an apartment building
would automatically be rolled-over at termination of the term, suddenly banks
demand payment of the outstanding principal or agree to extend the loan
only at an exorbitant rate of interest. Before, the potential borrower
could apply for a loan without charge; now the bank imposes "front end”
costs such as application fees, appraisal fees, comnmitment fees, and closing
and attorneys' fees. Whereas previously a credit-worthy purchaser could
simply assume the obligations of an existing mortgage, suddenly the bank
imposes a “"due-on-sale" clause accelerating payment of the loan upon sale
of the property, which requires the property's purchaser to negotiate a new
mortgage at a higher rate of interest and with front end fees.

Using these techniques, a bank does not have to proclaim explicitly
that an area is redlined. Once it gets the reputation for employing these
practices, potential borrowers do not even bother to apply. Without mortgage
applications, the bank can come into the public forum and say with a straight
face that demand does not exist. This report proves that demand for mort-
gages exists in Brooklyn, no matter how "mature" its neighborhoods. One of
the smallest banks surveyed recorded 722 mortgages in Brooklyn during the
most recent full calendar year -- four times the number of mortgages as the
bank with the next highest number of recorded mortgages. If the other banks,
with their far greater resources, had invested a similar proportion of their
assets, there would have been $313 million in mortgages issued; the actual
total was $40 million.

Banks take money given to them under a false assumption as to how
that money will be used. They not only do not use that money for the purpose
intended, but also actively deprive the depositors of use of the money,
much to their harm. There is a word for this conduct; it is "fraud".
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People who wish to buy a home in a redlined neighborhood are not
seeking favors or special treatment. A1l they ask is the opportunity to
commit the same down payment and pay the same interest as their friends in
other areas. They are denfed this opportunity by people who until now have
been beyond accountability.

There are many ways to correct the situation. Public officials
can be helpful in enacting and enforcing better laws. But the surest, fastest,
and most effective solution 1ies in the mhands of ordinary citizens. Deposi-
tors must unite to demand an accounting. Some banks are more responsive
to community needs than others. Citizens have the ultimate power. They can
put redlining banks out of business. By depositing wisely, they can make
responsible banks and their own neighborhoods flourish. NYPIRG pledges
every assistance it can render to this effort.

Donald K. Ross
Director
November 197
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INTROCUCTION

Low and middle income Americans have tr ditionally used banks
in two ways: first, as the repository of familie .' 1ife savings; and
second, as the financer of the largest purchase m st families ever make --
their home. These two services are closely relat :d because money depo-
sited as savings is lent in the form of home mortjage and improvement
loans. Banks thus safeguard and disburse the lenling pool necessary for
continual rejuvenation of neighborhoods.

In recent years banks in many areas acruss the country, includ-
ing Brooklyn, have abandoned their role as lendin: pool for local home
ouyers, Instead, they take deposits from area re idents but invest them
in other neighborhoods, nearby states, or even ot er parts of the country.
Local residents see their savings withdrawn from heir own neighborhoods
and employed for the benefit of other communities

This geographic disinvestment is called "redlining" since, in
effect, banks draw a red line around neighborhood , and refuse to make
mortgage loans within them. Redlining contribute to a downward spiral
of community abandonment, lowered property values and racially and/or
economically segregated neighborhoods.

Despite visual evidence of vast rundown neighborhoods and the
complaints of frustrated persons who unsuccessful'y sought to obtain mort-
gages (the NAACP has filed suit on behalf of black families denied access
to houses south of Avenue H), it has until now been impossible to prove
the existence of redlining in Brooklyn. Banks refuse to let the public
know how much mortgage money they have invested it a neighborhood or the
amount of deposits made by neighborhood residents The depositor/mortgage
applicant has no readily accessible source for deiermining the previous
record of the bank in granting mortgages in his o1 her neighborhood. How-
ever, it is possible to discover a bank's investment in a given area
through the extremely arduous process of examining public records of deeds
and mortgages. '

Students working with the Brooklyn College Chapter of the New
York Public Interest Research Group, Inc. (NYPIRG) decided to make the
commitment of time and labor to examine these records. A task force of
ten Brooklyn College undergraduates resolved to answer the following ques-
tion: "Are banks which received the dominant portion of their savings
deposits from Brooklyn residents investing a similar portion of these de-
posits in mortgages or properties located in Brooklyn?"
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METHODOLOGY

The first step was to identify those ban.s with the greatest
percentage of Brooklyn residents as depositors. Tils task was complicated
by the refusal of banks to release the relevant da.a, but it 1s generally
accepted in the banking industry that most of the lepositors in a particu-
lar savings bank office 1ive close to that office. Commercial banks were
not considered because Brooklyn residents -form too small a portion of
their depositors. Only savings banks with headqua ‘ters or a majority of
branches in Brooklyn were used. To insure that th: banks selected for
study were capable of major investment in Brooklyn only those with more
than $800 million in assets and a total investment in mortgages of more
than $500 mi1lion during the most recent fiscal ye:'r, 1975, were chosen.
Seven savings banks meeting these criteria were ch-sen for survey:*

Brooklyn Savings Bank.

The Dime Savings Bank of New York.
East New York Savings Bank.

The Greater New York Savings Bank.
Greenpoint Savings Bank.
Metropolitan Savings Bank.
Williamsburgh Savings Bank.

Every mortgage issued is recorded in the office of the county
clerk for the county in which the property is located. This record is public
and 1s usually examined by anyone thinking of buyitg a property to determine
if there are any outstanding debts on it. Informa:ion on Brooklyn mortgages
is recorded in a ledger, indicating the bank grant ng the mortgage, the
property owner, the block and lot designating the | roperty location and a liber
number. The liber number is used to locate the mo: tgage on microfilm reels,
where the value of the mortgage is recorded as wel as the street address.
The Brooklyn College task force went to the Municipal Building in Brooklyn
and, over a period of five months, looked at the mortgage record for each of
the 9,000 blocks in Brooklyn. The students recorded data from the mortgage
ledgers for mortgages granted by the seven savings banks during calendar
1975. Using the liber numbers, they then consulted the microfilm reels to
determine the amount of the mortgage and the street address of the property.

The next step was to obtain the banks' annual reports for fiscal
1975. Figures for total assets, total deposits, overall mortgage invest-
ment, annual mortgage investment, and number of branch offices were abstracted
from the reports.

* The main office of Greenpoint Savings Bank 1s now in Flushing, Queens,
but Greenpoint was included among the surveyed banks in order to investigate
its reputation for major investment in Brooklyn.
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RESULTS

The data obtained by the task force is summarised in the following
tables and charts.

Table I: The Seven Banks Surveyed: Locations of main offices and
Brooklyn branches; total assets as of close of fiscal year

The surveyed bnni:s had assets varying between less than one billion
dollars (East New York and Greenpoint) to almost four billion dollars
{Dime Savings).

Table II: Mortgages issued by surveyed banks on Brooklyn properties
during calendar 1975.

5ix of the seven banks invested only a token amount in Brooklyn. The

Targest bank (Dime) invested little more than five milljon dollars.

One of the smallest banks (Greenpoint) invested almost $25 million.

Table III: Dollar value of mortgages issued on Brooklyn properties
during calendar 1975 as percentage of total value of
mortgages reported at close of 1975 fiscal year and as
percentage of total assets at close of fiscal year 1975.

Six of the banks conmitted less than one half of one percent of their

assets to Brooklyn during calendar 1975. The seventh (Greenpoint)

committed almost three percent.

Table IV: Comparative Ranking of Seven Savings Banks Studied. Number
of Brooklyn mortgages issued during calendar 1975; dollar
value of Brooklyn mortgages issued during calendar 1975;
percentage of total outstanding mortgages; percentage of
total assets.

The bank with the second smallest amount of assets {(Greenpoint) ranks

highest by all indicia of investment in Brooklyn.

Map I - A to G: Geographic Distribution by zip code of mortgages issued
during 1975 on properties located in Brooklyn.
Separate map for each bank surveyed.

Map II: Combined geographic distribution by zip code.
The northern part of Brooklyn is mostly black and Hispanic and receives

Tittle or no mortgage investment; the southern part is white and receives
most of what 1ittle money is committed to Brooklyn.
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ANALYSIS OF DATA

Brooklyn Is Redlined

The feature which calls for attention first is the small number
of properties involved. According to the 1976 U.5. Census, there are
209,842 owner-occupied housing units in Brooklyn. The surveyed banks made
mortgage loans involving only 1,186 properties.

The next observation is that these banks, with total assets of
almost $11 billion, issued only $40 million in mortgages on Brooklyn proper-
ties in 1975. They thus committed less than one h:elf of one percent of
their assets to Brooklyn.

When the banks do invest in Brooklyn mortgages, they choose the
more valuable properties. According to the 1970 census, the median value
of owner-occupied dwellings in Brooklyn was $25,400. The average amount
of a mortgage extended by the banks surveyed was $33,804 during 1975. When
a bank 1s asked to extend a mortgage loan, it sends an appraiser to' the pro-
perty. The appraiser gives the bank his opinion as to the market value of
the house. Traditionally in New York the appraised value is conservative
and is usually 10 to 20 percent below the price agreed to by the seller
and buyer. The bank will extend a mortgage only to between seventy and
eighty percent of the appraised value, requiring the buyer to supply the
balance of the purchase price either by secondary financing or from his
or her own resources. Thus, an average mortgage value of $33,000 indicates
that the market value of the property was in the vicinity of $45 to $50
thousand.

. Taken as a whole, then, the performance of these banks is deplor-
able. However, one bank consistently lent proportionately more on Brooklyn
properties. The Greenpoint Savings Bank committed 3.58 percent of its total
mortgage investment and 2.87 percent of its total assets to Brooklyn properties.
The corresponding figures for the other six banks average 0.22 percent and
0.14 percent. Even though it ranked sixth among the seven banks surveyed

in terms of total assets, Greenpoint alone issued 722 Brooklyn mortgages

in 1975 totaling $25 million in mortgages.

The record compiled by the six banks other than the Greenpoint
indicates an acute state of lethargy. Together, the six banks issued
464 mortgages in 1975 totaling $15 million compared with 722 mortgages to-
taling %25 million for Greenpoint. The combined assets of these six banks
is $10 billion. Their mortgage investments in Brooklyn represent only 15
percent of total assets. The greatest commitment of mortgage money by a single
bank among the six was only $5 million for 184 mortgages. If these banks, with
their far greater resources, had invested in Brooklyn during 1975 at the
same rate as Greenpoint, $313 million of mortgage money would have been in-
vested instead of $40 million, The performance of Greenpoint undermines any
allegations by the other banks that there is no market for mortgages in Brook-
1yn or that it would not be sound business practice to accept mortgages on
Brooklyn properties.
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Black Neighborhoods Fare Worse Than White Neighborhoods

The entire borough of Brooklyn is redlined but some neighbor-
hoods suffer more than others. Study of the postal zone maps, and espe-
cially Map II, shows that the surveyed banks concentrate their mortgage
activity on the southern third of Brooklyn. The 35 mortgages made in the
Greenpoint section (zip code 11222) were all from the Greenpoint Savings
Bank and the 28 mortgages in East New York (zip code 11207) were all made
by the East New York Bank for Savings. Except for these two concentrations,
no postal zone north of Eastern Parkway received more than ten mortgages
during 1975.

This singular neglect of neighborhoods may be related to their
racial composition. The zi1p code 11222 area, which received the largest
number of mortgages north of Eastern Parkway, also has the largest white
population north of Eastern Parkway. Census figures are similarly sugges-
tive. Brooklyn census tract 291 is located in the Bedford-Stuyvesant
neighborhood of zip code area 11221, one of three zones to receive no mortgages.
Census tract 686 is locater in the Mill Basin neighborhood within zip code
11234 which received the h jhest number of mortgages of all Brooklyn zones.
Tract 291 has a 97.8 perce: t black population while the black population of
tract 686 is 1.1 percent. [fhe housint stock in tract 291 consists of turn-of-
the-century brownstones, wi. 1le the hcusing in tract 686 is post-war suburban.

This pattern of 11cial discrimination is not isolated to two census
tracts. Similar evidence « F discrimination is available from examination of
census tracts 916 and 280. Census tr.ct 916 is located in the East New York
neighborhood within zip co. 2 11212, which received three mortgages in 1975.
Tract 280 is located in tht Bensonhurst neighborhood within zip code 11214,
which received 65 mortgage: in 1975. Tract 916 has a black population of
76.8 percent; the black poj 1lation of tract 280 is 3.0 percent.
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CORROBORATION OF DATA

The Office of Finance/Administration, De artment of the Treasury
cf the City of New York has custody of millions of dollars paid into local
courts pending determination of lawsuits. The Dep rtment deposits these
tunds in interest bearing accounts at savings bank located in the county
which is the site of the action.

On February 27, 1976, Commissioner Jay E Butler wrote to these
depositories, among whom are all of the seven surv:. yed banks. He asked
them to disclose, among other information: the tot 1 amount of their deposits
and the amount of these deposits in Mew York City : ffices; and the total
amount of their mortgage portfolio and the amount  f this portfolio invested
in New York City properties. These figures were riquested as of December
31, 1974 and December 31, 1975.

Three of the surveyed banks -- Metropolitan, East New York, and
Brooklyn -- either did not reply at all or submitt:d an unresponsive letter.
Data as of December 31, 1975 from the remaining barks was as follows, calcu-
lated as percentages:

Dime Greater Greenpoint Williamsburgh
N.Y.

Deposits in New York City
offices as percentage of 73% 98% 93% 81%
total deposits.

Mortgages on New York City
property as percentage of 17% 15% 61% 152
total mortgages.

The banks receive at least three quarters of their deposits from New York City
offices, but place fewer than one fifth of their mortgages on New York City
property. Again, the one exception is Greenpoint.

These figures, supplied by the banks themselves, and for the first
time making public data on the relation between deposits and mortgages,
confirm the trend identified by the NYPIRG task force. Brooklyn-based banks
are investing a negligible proportion of their assets in Brooklyn. This
fact becomes even clearer when one notes that the figures submitted by the
banks to FinancefAdministration represented their total portfolio. The
trend away from Brooklyn must have been going on for some time if only 15
percent of a bank's mortgage portfolio remains there.

We still have no comprehensive data showing where the banks are
investing our money. Naturally, the banks themselves do not release this
information.
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One indication of what is going on, however, is the fact that,
according to the December 4, 1975 issue of "Southeast Real Estate News",
the Williamsburgh Savings Bank committed five million dollars to the General
Development Corporation of Miami as financing for 00 residential properties.
This one loan far outweighed the Tess tkan two million dollars Williamsburgh
committed to mortgages on 67 properties located in Brooklyn during all of
1975.

CONCLUSION

The Brooklyn College NYPIRG task force bejan this study with the
following question: "Are banks which receive the dominant portion of their
savings deposits from Brooklyn residents investing a similar portion of
these deposits in mortgages on properties located in Brooklyn?" For six
of the seven surveyed banks, the answer must be a resounding "No!" Only
the Greenpoint Savings Bank has returned more than a negligible portion of
its deposits to Brooklyn tn the form of mortgage investment.

A11 seven of the banks surveyed have discriminated against the
black population of Brooklyn by channeling mortgage money to those neighbor-
hoods that are predominantly white.

Banks do not publish in their annual reports or publicity literature
figures which would tell depositors where their moncy in invested. The banks'
attitude has been: "All you should worry about is the rate of interest."
Depositors concerned about their neighborhoods should care about more than
that.

NYPIRG has published this report as an aid to residents of Brooklyn.
Armed with the information contained here, depositors can either demand
greater fnvestment in redlined areas by their savings banks or transfer
their accounts to more responsible banks.

Public officials can also help. They can place public money in
banks which are responsive to community needs. They can enact statutes
prohibiting discrimination against credit-worthy people on the ground of loca-
tion of the property just as discrimination because of race, national origin,
religion, or gender is now prohibited. They can demand that banks release
complete data on the source of their deposits and the beneficiaries of
their credit.

The problem of redlining can be solved in many ways. The important
thing is to begin.

88-032 O - 77 - 23



TABLE 1

The Seven Banks Surveyed: Locations of main offices and Brocklyn branches; total assets as of close of
fiscal year 1975.

BANK MAIN OFFICE BRANCH OFFICES TOTAL ASSETS

(1,000 = 1,000,000,000)

Dime Savings Bank of New York DeKalb Avenue & Bensonhurst, Coney Island, Flatbush, $ 3,17

Fulton Street

Kings Plaza

Williamsburgh Savirigs Bank Hanson Place Bensonhurst, East New York, 1.8717
Williamsburgh
Greater New York Bank for Savings Fifth Avenue between Bensonhurst, Borough Park (2), 1,402
9th & 10th Street Coney Island, Flatbush (2), Park Slope
Brooklyn Savings Bank Montague Street Bay Ridge, Bensonhurst, Georgetown 1,119 d
(Flatlands), Gravesend
Metropolitan Savings Bank Montague Street Bay Ridge (2), Bedford-Stuyvesant, 1,034
Canarsfe, Flatbush, Flatlands,
Sheepshead Bay
Greenpoint Savings Bank 41-60 Main Street Bay Ridge, Canarsie, Crown Heights, 868
Flushing Flatbush (2), Sheepshead Bay
East New York Savings Bank Atlantic Avenue & Brownsville, Crown Heights (2) 864

TOTAL ASSETS

Pennsylvania Avenue

$ 10,99



TABLE 11
Mortgages fssued by surveyed banks on nroo'klyn properties during calendar 1975.

BANK NUMBER OF MORTGAGES TOTAL DOLLAR VALUE OF AVERAGE DOLLAR
ISSUED MORTGAGES ISSUED VALUE
7

Greenpoint Savings Bank 122 24,915,465 34,509
Dimes Savings Bank of New York 184 5,344,930 29,048
Metropolftan Savings Bank 69 2,986,216 43,278
Williamsburgh Savings Bank 67 1,913,061 28,553
Brooklyn Savings Bank 52 {1.91?.204 36,869
East Mew York Savings Bank 18 " 1,866,564 38,886
Greater New York Savings Bank 44 1,148,600 26,105

TOTAL 1,186 40,092,040 33,804

188



TABLE II1

Dollar value of mortgages issued on Brooklyn properties during 1975 as percentage of total value of mortgages
reported at close of 1975 fiscal year* and as percentage of total assets at close of 1975 fiscal year.

BANK PERCENT OF ALL MORTGAGES PERCENT OF TOTAL ASSETS
Greenpoint Savings Bank 3.58 2.87
Dime Savings Bank of New York 0.25 0.14
Metropolitan Savings Bank 0.36 0.28
Williamsburgh Savings Bank 0.15 0.01
Brooklyn Savings Bank 0.25 0.17
tast New York Savings Bank 0.28 0.21
Greater New York Savings Bank 0.10 0.01

*Including conventional, VA, FNHA, GNMA, and FHA mortgages.

(443



TABLE 1V
Comparative Ranking of Seven Savings Banks Studied: Number of Brooklyn mortgages issued during calendar 1975;

dollar value of Brooklyn mortgages issued during calendar 15975; percentage of total outstanding mortgages; percen-
tage of total assets,

NUMBER OF BROOKLYN MORTGAGES  DOLLAR VALUE OF BROOKLYN PERCENT OF PERCENT OF

BANK ISSUED 1975 MORTGAGES ISSUED 1975 MORTGAGES TOTAL ASSETS
Brooklyn Savings Bank 5 4 4 4
Dime Savings Bank of New York 2 . 2 4 5
East New York Savings Bank 6 6 3 3
Greater New York Bank for Savings 7 7 7 6
Greenpoint Savings Bank 1 1 1 1
Metropolftan Savings Bank 3 3 ) 2 2

Williamsburgh Savings Bank . 5 6 ' 6

£ee



GEQGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION BY ZIP CODE OF MORTGAGES
ISSUED DURING 1975 ON PROPERTIES LOCATED IN BROOKLYN
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Mr. Crawrorp. My name is Morris D. Crawford, Jr., chairman
of the board of The Bowery Savings Bank of New York City, and
chairman of the National Association of Mutual Savings Banks’
committee on Federal legislation.

I would be happy to respond to your questions.

However, I would like to say with particular reference to mort-
gage review boards, I have accompanying me today two of the
leading savings bankers involved in urban lending programs in
New York and Boston.

Vincent J. Quinn, president and chairman of the board of Brook-
lyn Savings Bank and Arthur F. Shaw, president of the First
American Bank for Savings in Boston.

They would be happy to answer the questions of the committee
as to the operation of urban lending review programs in fulfllling
community need.

Thank you.

Mr. Broogs. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

My name is Edwin Brooks.

I am president of the Security Federal Savings and Loan Associa-
tion of Richmond, Va., and I appear today as legislative policy
committee vice chairman of the U.S. League of Savings Associations,

The U.S. League appreciates this opportunity to present its views
on S. 406, the Community Reinvestment Act.

In the interest of time, I have cut my statement down, but I would
like to filemy complete statement for the record.

The Cramrman. I appreciate that, and it will be printed in full
in the record.

Mr. Brooks. As you know, savings and loan associations are
established to serve the thrift and home ownership needs of the
American public. .

Over 90 percent of the investments by our institutions are in
residential real estate, and close to 80 percent are in single-family
home loans.

One result of this specialization has been that our institutions
originated four out of every five mortgage loans in our country
during much of the past 2 years.

Another result has been to make our institutions targets for
community groups and others who allege that our investment
practices cause neighborhood disinvestment and urban decay.

The 94th Congress responded by passing the Home Mortgage
Disclosure Act.

We view the legislation under consideration today, the Community
Reinvestment Act, as a continuation of that approach, and my com-
ments will reflect many of the same reservations we expressed two
years ago.

First, some regulatory considerations:

The introductory statement for S. 406, reprinted in the January
24 Congressional Record, states:

The credit needs of the locality and the applicants' capacity to service these
needs—have been almost ignored by the regulatory agencies.

While we cannot speak for other depository institutions, the
savings and loan associations under the jurisdiction of the Federsl

Home Loan Bank Board would take issue with this statement.
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The Board can, and does, place a burden upon the applicant to
justify the credit needs of the community to be served.

If the purpose of S. 406 is to increase the documentation which
already accompanies these types of applications, we would note
that S. & L. applicants already shoulder a significant paperwork
burden.

Adding to this burden implies processing delays for obtaining
approval or denial of these facilities—and resulting delays in serving
the public,

An even more troublesome problem is presented by the periodic
report requirement of Section 4.

That language calls for periodic reports concerning the amount
of consumer deposits obtained from and the amount of credit
extended in the institutions’ primary savings service areas and
making such reports available to the public.

In the first place, this recordkeeping appears to duplicate the
Home Mortgage Disclosure Act for institutions with home or branch
offices in SMSA’s.

‘We strongly recommend that the Congress await the results of
the March 31 reporting date under HMDA, the first to use census
tract coding, before universally imposing any new reporting re-
quirement for home loan activity.

Furthermore, the collection and distribution of savings data, as
called for in S. 406, raises serious questions of privacy and potential
abuse—for institutions and for our depositor customers.

The committee wisely rejected such a provision in the HMDA
2 years ago, and we urge you to do so again.

As we testified at that time, periodic disclosure of areas of high
savings concentration would provide a “gold mine” of information
which would not only be of interest to competing institutions, but
could attract the attention of door-to-door salesmen, direct mail
advertisers, and so forth.

In sum, the periodic reporting section of this bill would be an
administrative nightmare for larger savings and loans with many
branch office locations, and such costly requirements would dis-
courage smaller institutions from expanding to meet their com-
munity’s needs.

S. 406 raises another regulatory issue. Branching approvals by
FSLIC-insured, State-chartered savings and loan associations have
heretofore been determined solely by the appropriate State regula-
tory agency.

To 1mpose a review at the Federal level of these branching de-
cisions by State authorities would certainly constitute a fundamental
change in our regulatory structure, and Intrude upon State sover-
eignty. :

Wg would also note that the Subcommittee on Financial Institu-
tions of this committee recently received testimony on the Interim
Report of the National Commission on Electronic Fund Transfers.

The recommendations of that report regarding terminal place-
ment are effectively preempted by the requirements contained in
S. 406.

We also have problems with the proposition that new applications
should be tested by an applicant’s “past record” in meeting com-
munity credit needs.
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Neighborhoods and communities change—and regulatory agencies
must be given some flexibility in permitting institutions which, as
a sound business decision, seek to respond to that change.

With the increased regulatory restraint proposed in this legisla-
tion, few institutions would seek to locate offices in any areas except
those with the most favorable possibilities for future mortgage
loan demand.

Thus, established neighborhoods, business districts, and industrial
locations would be more poorly served as a result.

Won’t one of the consequences of the “past record” criteria be to
encourage institutions to close down service locations in marginal
investment areas if it will prevent them from applying for more
profitable locations?

Or, do we really want to penalize an institution located in an
area which becomes blighted—due to factors beyond its control—
by denying it an opportunity to relocate?

In short, we question whether the penalty of denying new services
to the community is justified by previous credit performance at ex-
isting locations.

I would now like to discuss briefly some economic considerations
of the Community Reinvestment Act.

We need to have branches to get the money which supports our
home lending activity. If savings and loan associations are denied
convenience locations for attracting savings customers—for example,
in an established neighborhood of high-rise apartments with little
need for additional mortgage credit—those potential customers
will move their deposits to some other kind of institution or market
instrument. The housing market will pay the price. )

On a local level, the markets for savings and for loans are dis-
tinct and separate. They cannot be linked as S. 406 suggests. Loans
may be needed by younger families in bedroom neighborhoods and
suburbs; savings may i available in downtown locations near
jobs or in retirement communities.

Parenthetically, I would like to say at this point Mr. Elbert
Stuart, who is president of the Berkely Savings & Laon Association
in Norfolk, Va., which is a minority association, is here on his own
initiative this morning. He has expressed to me, when he heard I
was testifying, his concern about this bill.

He has stated that if you wish, he would be happy to answer any
of your questions relative to this matter or he would be most
happy to consult with your staff or the staff of any of the members
of the committee at a later time.

The CuamrMan. Very good. L

Mr. Brooks. Continuing with the testimony: Further, it is our
observation that savings flows do not necessarily coincide with
mortgage loan demand. )

One example might be the situation in the Great Plains States
where bumper crops have led to fast savings growth, but there 1s
little or no population growth creating mortgage loan demand.

These institutions buy loans and participations in loans originated
in the urban centers, thus moving their excess funds efficiently to
areas where they are needed for housing city families.
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The movement of funds from capital surplus to capital short
areas is, as your committee heard last fall, the purpose of the
secondary market facilities.

The Community Reinvestment Act erects new barriers to this
movement of capital. It is potentially destructive to the secondary
markets.

. We also take exception to the notion that our credit practices
initiate neighborhood decline.

There are many, many factors besides lending decisions which
contribute to urban decay—poor municipal services, code enforce-
ment, local tax policies, educational facilities, transportation, job
opportunities, et cetera.

What is often needed is a total community effort to arrest urban
decay and revitalize neighborhoods.

As you know, savings associations are financial “intermediaries.”
‘We invest other people’s money.

‘We must do so in a prudent and safe manner, not only for the
protection of our depositors, but for the protection of the Federal
Savings & Loan Insurance Corp.

‘We, therefore, cannot ignore risk in our lending decisions.

In this regard, the U.S. League has commissioned a study by
two former governors of the Federal Reserve Board, Andrew
Brimmer and %)herman Maisel, to isolate urban lending “risk” from
noneconomic factors—such as racial discrimination—and to quantify
risk in urban residential lending situations.

We will share this material when completed.

The CrHamrMAN. We have the highest respect for Governor Maisel
and Governor Brommer. We would like to get that.

Thank you.

Mr, Brooxs. In our view what is needed is a program of incentives
to private sector financial institutions to encourage them to tackle
the higher risks inherent in inner-city lending.

Together with the Federal Home Loan Bank Board staff, we
have explored a shared-risk insurance plan for conventional home
loans introduced as H.R. 15407 in the last Congress.

The concept involves establishment of an insurance fund to appor-
tion the risk of loss on an 80/20 basis with originating lenders.

Properties in areas determined—perhaps by HMDA data—to
have insufficient loan activity would be eligiEle for these conventional
mortgages.

Lenders would retain their share of the risk—and their commit-
ment to the neighborhood—throughout the life of the loan.

The FHA’s experimental section 244 coinsurance program and
the Farmers Home Administration’s new guaranteed single-family
home loan program are similar concepts which, I understand, are
under review by your Housing and Rural Housing Subcommittees.

We would welcome further congressional consideration of these
various loan programs. )

All of these Incentives’ approaches to lending in higher risk
situations merit careful review. They provide “loans, not lists” for
the home-buying public.

The coverage of S. 406 is limited to those providers of credit under
the jurisdiction of Federal financial supervisory agencies.

BB=032 O - 77 = 24
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In the area of mortgage finance, of immediate concern to us, the
Community Reinvestment Act would not apply to mortgage bankers,
insurance companies, pension funds, finance companies, and, under
the terms of the bill, credit unions.

Under the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act, the U.S. League of
Savings Associations has been helpful by supplying coding guides,
and so forth, for each standard metropolitan statistical area.
~ The U.S. League of Savings Associations has also been helpful
in encouraging the neighborhood housing services program under-
way in more than 30 cities. '

I believe the members of this committee visited an NHS project in
Baltimore recently.

We are also encouraging the establishment of mortgage review
boards around the country to provide appeals procedures for re-
jected loan applicants. |

The Milwaukee area mortgage opportunity plan in your home
State, Mr. Chairman, has served as a prototype for development of
mortgage review panels in other cities.

These activities and others within the housing and community
development jurisdiction of your committee promise far more in the
way of meeting community credit needs than does the Community
Reinvestment Act, S. 406.

I appreciate this opportunity to testify and invite your questions.

[Complete statement of Mr. Brooks follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF EpwIN BROOKS, JB.

Mr. Chairman: My name is Edwin Brooks, Jr. I am President of Security
Federal Savings and Loan Association of Richmond, Va., and appear today as
Legislative Policy Committee Vice-Chairman of the United States League of
Savings Associations.* The U.S. League appreciates this opportunity to pre
gent its views on 8. 406, the Community Reinvestment Act.

As you know, savings and loan associations are established to serve the
thrift and home ownership needs of the American public. Over 909, of the
investments by our institutions are in residential real estate, and close to 80%
are in single-family home loans. One result of this specializaton has been that
our institutions originated 4 out of every 5 mortgage loans in our country
during much of the past two years. Another result has been to make our
insititutions “targets” for community groups and others who allege that
our investment practices cause neighborhood disinvestment and urban decay.
The 94th Congress responded by passing the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act.
We view the legislation under consideration today, the Community Reinvest-
ment Act, as a continuation of that approach, and my comments will reflect
many of the same reservations we expressed two years ago.

Before addressing these concerns, Mr. Chairman, I would note that under the
rules of the Committee our written statement is submitted 48 hours in advance
of presentation; it is difficult to anticipate the comments, constructive and
otherwise, which the Committee will receive at their Wednesday and Thurs
day hearings. Thus, I would appreciate an opportunity to amplify upon these
printed remarks during our oral testimony on Friday.

* The United States League of Savings Assoclatlons (formerly the United Btates
Savings and Loan League) has a membership of 4,600 savings and lonn assoclations
representing over 98¢ of the assets of the savings and loan business. League member:
ship includes nll types of assoclatlons—Federal and state-chartered, {insnred and
uninsured, stock and mutual. The prineipal officers are: John Hardin, Preu!dﬂl:
Rock HIll, South Carolina: Stuart Davls, Vice President, Beverly Hills, Calfornis;
Lloyd Bowles, Legisiative Chalrman, Dallas, Texas; Norman Strunk, Execntive Vit
President, Chicago. Illlnols, Arthur Edgeworth, Director—Washington Operations; 2
Glen Troop, Legislative Director. League hendguarters are at 111 F. Wacker Drlve
Chiecago. Illinois 60601 : and the Washington Office is located at 1709 New York Avenué
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 ; Telephone : (202) 785-8150.
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REGULATORY CONBIDERATIOKNS

The introductory statement for S. 408, reprinted in the January 24 Com-
gresgional Record, states: “The credit needs of the locality and the applicants’
capacity to service these needs—have been almost ignored by the regulatory
agencies.” While we cannot speak for other depository institutions, the sav-
ings and loan associations under the jurisdiction of the Federal Home Loan
Bank Board would take issue with that statement. We assume that this
observation applies primarily to applications for branches and remote termi-
nals, new charters, and insurance-of-accounts coverage. In these cases, the
Board can and does place a heavy burden upon the applicant to justify the
credit needs of the community to be served.

If the purpose of S. 406 is to increase the documentation which already
accompanies these types of applications, we would note that S&IL applicants
already shoulder a significant paperwork burden. Adding to this burden .im-
plies processing delays for obtaining approval or denial of these facilities—
and resulting delays in serving the public.

‘An even more troublesome problem is presented by the periodic report re-
quirement of Section 4. That language calls for periodic reports “concerning
the amount of consumer deposits obtained from and the amount of credit
extended in the institutions’ primary savings service areas and making such
reports available to the public.” In the first place, this record-keeping appears
to duplicate the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act for institutions with home or
branch offices in SMSAs. We strongly recommend that the Congress await the
results of the March 31 reporting date under HMDA, the first to use census
tract coding, before universally imposing any new reporting requirement for
loan activity. Furthermore, the collection and distribution of savings data,
a8 called for in 8. 406, raises serious questions of privacy and potential abuse—
for institutions and for our depositor customer. The Committee wisely re-
Jected such a provision in the HMDA two years ago and we urge you to do
50 again. As we testified at that time, periodic disclosure of areas of high
savings concentration provide a “gold mine” of information whick would not
only be of interest to competing institutions, but could attract the attention of
door+to-door salesmen, direct mail advertisers and so forth. In sum, the
periodic reporting section of this bill would be an administrative nightmare
for larger savings and loans with many branch office locations. Such costly
requirements would discourage smaller institutions from expanding to meet
their community’s needs.

8. 406 raises another regulatory issue. Branching approvals by FSLIC-
insured, state-chartered savings and loan associations have heretofore been
determined solely by the appropriate state regulatory agency. To impose a
review at the Federal level of these branching decisions by state authorities
would certainly constitute a fundamental change in our regulatory structure,
and intrude upon state sovereignty. We would also note that tife Subcom-
mittee on Financial Institutions of this Committee recently received testi-
mony on the Interim Report of the National Commission on Electronic Fund
Transfers; the recommendations of that report regarding terminal place-
ment are effectively preempted by the requirements contained in 8. 4086,

We also have problems with the proposition that new applications should be
tested by an applicant’s “past record” in meeting community credit needs.
Neighborhoods and communities change—and regulatory agencies must be
given some flexibility in permitting institutions which, as a sound business
decision, seek to respond to that change. With the increased regulatory re-
straint proposed in this legislation, few institutions would seek to locate offices
in any areas except those with the most favorable possibilities for future
mortgage loan demand. Thus, established neighborhoods, business districts
and industrial locations would be more poorly served as a result. Won't one of
the consequences of the *“past record” criteria be to encourage institutions to
close down service locations in marginal investment areas if it will prevent
them from applying for more profitable locations? Or, do we really want to
penalize an institution located in an area which becomes blighted—due to
factors beyond its control—by denying it an opportunity to relocate? In short,
we question whether the penalty of denying new services to the community
is justified by previous credit performance at existing locations.
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Before leaving the regulatory considerations we would note that the
proceedings at the Federal Home Loan Bank Board and at the District Federal
Home Loan Banks already encourage “community, consumer or similar
organizations to present testimony” on applications.

ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS

I would now like to discuss briefly some economic considerations of the
Community Reinvestment Act.

In 1975, the League commissioned Booz, Allen, Hamilton to study consumer
service strategies for savings associations. Their report emphasized the im-
pertance of convenience locations to attract savings. We need to have branches
to get the money which supports our home lending aetivity. If savings and loan
associations are denied convenience locations for attracting savings customers—
for example in an established neighborhood of high-rise apartments with little
need for additional mortgage credit—those potential customers will move their
deposits to some other kind of institution or market instrument. The housing
market will pay the price.

On a local level, the markets for savings and for loans are distincet and
separate. They cannot be linked as 8. 4068 suggests. Loans may be needed by
younger families in bedroom neighborhoods and suburbs; savings may be
available in downtown locations near jobs or in retirement communities.

Further, it is our observation that savings flows do not necessarily coincide
with mortgage loan demand. One example would be the recent recessionary
period when consumer uncertainty led not only to high personal savings
levels, but also to hesitancy to make such significant purchases as new homes.
Another example might be the situation in the Great Plains States where
bumper crops have led to fast savings growth, but there is little or no popula-
tion growth creating mortgage loan demand. These institutions buy loans and
participations in loans originated in the urban centers, thus moving their
excess funds efficiently to areas where they are needed for housing city
families.

The movement of funds from capital surplus to capital short areas is, as
your Committee heard last fall, the purpose of the secondary market facilities.
The Community Reinvestment Act erects new barriers to this movement of
capital. In our view, it is potentially destructive to the secondary markets—
which provide a cushion for the swings in the economy which have been such
a problem for housing in the past. As suggested by the example above,
secondary market activity can play a helpful role in revitalization of our
nation’s urban areas, too. Placing undue emphasis on an institution's overall
community lending record is inefficient in economic terms and could be a
great disservice to many communities.

We also take exception to the notion that our credit practices initiate neigh-
borhood decline. There are many, many factors besides lending decisions which
contribute to urban decay—poor municipal services, code enforcement, local
tax policies, educational facilities, transportation, job opportunities, etc. What
is often needed is a total community effort to arrest urban decay and revitalize
neighborhoods. ;

As you know, savings associations are financial “intermediaries”. We invest
other people’'s money. We must do so in a prudent and safe manner, not only
for the protection of our depositors, but for the protection of the Federal
Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation. We, therefore, cannot ignore risk
in our lending decisions. In this regard, the U.S. League has commissioned a
study by two former Governors of the Federal Reserve Board, Andrew Brim.
mer and Sherman Maisel to isolate urban lending “risk” from non-economic
factors (such as racial discrimination) and quantify risk in urban residential
lending situations. Their studies are not yet complete; however, their pre
liminary findings show that risks are typically higher in older neighborhoods

in larger, rather than smaller cities, and, not surprisingly, neighborhoods of
higher incomes represent lower credit risks. We will certainly share this
material with the Committee when completed.

In our view, what is needed is a program of incentives to private sector
financial institutions to encourage them to tackle the higher risks inherent in
inner-city lending. Together with the Federal Home Loan Bank Board staff,
we have explored a shared-risk insurance plan for conventional home loans intre-
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duced as H.R. 15407 in the last Congress. The concept involves establishment
of an insurance fund to apportion the risk of loss on an 80/20 basis with
originating lenders. Properties in areas determined (perhaps by the HMDA
data) to have insufficient loan activity would be eligible for these conventional
mortgages. Lenders would retain their share of the risk—and their commit-
ment to the neighborhood—throughout the life of the loan. The FHA's ex-
perimental Section 244 co-insurance program and the Farmers Home Adminis-
tration’s new guaranteed single-family home loan program are similar con-
cepts which, I understand, are under review by your Housing and Rural
Housing Subcommittees. We would welcome further Congressional considera-
tion of these various loan programs. All of these incentives’ approaches to
lending in higher risk situations merit careful review. They provide “loans
not lists” for the home-buying public.

COVERAGE

The coverage of 8. 406 is limited to those providers of credit under the
jurisdiction of Federal financial supervisory agencies. As the introductory
statement noted, this excludes close to half of the total credit extended in the
TJ.8. In the area of mortgage finance, of immediate concern to us, the Com-
munity Reinvestment Act would not apply to mortgage bankers, insurance
companies, finance companies, and, under the terms of the bill, credit unions—
which could become a growing factor when H.R. 3365, now in Conference,
Dbecomes law.

WHAT S8&LS ARE DOING

We are not unmindful of the criticism of inadequate savings assoclation
performance in a number of our major cities. The U.S. League has endeavored
to provide its members with the most accurate material available with which
to comply with the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act, Through arrangements
made with the Reuben H. Donnelly Corporation of Chicago, we have produced
specially-designed Census Address Coding Guides for each Standard Metro-
politan Statistical Area. These guldes, in use not only in our business but in
commercial banks as well, assure the best compliance achievable for the 1976
data. (March 31, as mentioned previously, is the first compliance date utilizing
census tract recording.) While the HMDA may have improved responsiveness
of financial institutions to community housing needs in some isolated locations,
we would repeat our judgment that the exercise has been time-consuming,
costly and unproductive for the vast majority of depository institutions located
in SMSAs across the nation where “redlining” is not considered a problem.

Savings associations have also responded through their participation in the
Neighborhood Housing Services program now underway in more than 30
cities. Members of this Committee and staff, I understand, have toured the
Baltimore NHS project and are acquainted with this innovative and coordin-
ated approach to stabilizing urban neighborhoods.

‘We are also encouraging the establishment of mortgage review boards around
the country to provide appeals procedures for rejected loan applicants. The
Milwaukee Area Mortgage Opportunity Plan in your home state, Mr. Chair-
man, has served as a prototype for development of mortgage review panels in
other cities.

These activities and others within the housing and community development
jurisdiction of your Committee promise far more in the way of meeting
community credit needs than does the Community Reinvestment Act, S. 406.

I appreciate this opportunity to testify and invite your questions.

The CrarMAN. Thank you very much.

Ms, Hamilton ?

Ms. Hamivton, Mr. Scatizzi and I are happy to be here on behalf
of our group.

The Cramymax. We didn’t anticipate that there would be two of
you.

If you can abbreviate your statements, we would appreciate it.
Mr. Scarizzi. I am Thomas A. Scatizzi.
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The type of community-oriented financial institutions which are
envisioned in the Community Reinvestment Act is what we have
been through. We have fulfilled all of the provisions of this act
in the last 2 years that we have been putting this thing together,
unknowing to us that this act would be produced.

We determined a primary service area. We established the amount
of savings capital that would be available to a neighborhood savings
and loan association. We attempted to outline a program concerning
community needs. It has been exciting. '

The commmunity support we have received has been terrific. The
type of institution we envision would be one operating in the
neighborhood, drawing its resources from the neighborhood, pro-
viding a base for reinvestment of resources drawn from that area
back into those specific neighborhoods.

We are also concerned residents of a large American city. We
saw the demise—we saw the lack of lending opportunities. We try
not to take the industry to task too greatly, Because basically we
feel if this was due to a lack of understanding by the industry. I
would be hesitant to lend someone else’s money in an area which
I did not understand. We appreciate this. This is why we feel
community-oriented and controlled financial institutions such as are
envisioned in this bill are a cornerstone in this country, as savings
and loans and banks have been throughout the history of this
nation.

They have provided the resources that brought our country to the
level it is at now. We are heartened by the fact that it is not a
regulatory measure, Its purpose is to encourage a national policy
which we feel is a policy, is a program that the savings and loan
and banking industries can live with and can function and operate
within.

And we feel that by identity of one with the other that they can
be successful in isolating these profitable lending opportunities
within the area, with a critical element of local control.

In closing, one other remark I would like to make is, as the
other witnesses have stated, the reporting requirements of the act.
and I am familiar with the reporting requirements for banks and
savings and loans, if care could be taken not to duplicate and make
them as minimal as possible in order to accomplish the goals of the
act because these can be burdensome and difficult to financial
institutions.

Thank you.

I will defer to Ms. Hamilton.

Ms. Hamivron. I am Kathleen Hamilton and T am one of the
incorporators of the proposed Central West End Savings and
Loan Association located in St. Louis, Mo.

This was an area neighborhood hit by real estate blight. Qur
institution will be controlled by area residents and, businessmen
who are committed to the neighborhood and sensitive to its need.

As stated in the Congressional Record on February 24, a financis!
institution’s investment in the community in which it is located
often involves less risk because of the lender’s firsthand knowledge
of the community.
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We believe community support is critical for a community-oriented
financial institution since active community groups are major
cornerstones of the life of an urban neighborhood and are a valuable
resource for a lending institution with community commitments.

I would like to emphasize section 4, part 3 of this bill, directing
such lending institutions to demonstrate community support.

There is a continuing, and mutually enriching need for communi-
cation and cooperation between a local financial institution such as
the savings and loan association and various commmunity groups
that are the cornerstone of that area’s life and continued growth.

We feel this Community Reinvestment Act is vital to the survival
of the cities by focusing on serving the housing needs of the
neighborhood and reinvesting a certain amount of its deposits to
assure continued growth of that neighborhood which is a major
deposit resource.

An important element of the success of such financial institutions
is outlined in your bill and is seen in our proposed savings and loan
association, through control of area residents and businessmen who
have commitments to the area and understand its needs.

We feel this act can be a major contribution to the continued
growth of healthy urban neighborhoods.

Thank you.

The Cuamman. Thank you very much.

Thank you for doing such a fine job of making your statement
concise. We appreciate it.

[Complete statements follow :]
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TESTINONY FOR
THE COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT ACT, SENATE BILL 406
SCNATOR WILLIAM PROX'MIRE, CHAIRMNAN
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING AND URBAN AFFAIRS
MARCH 25, 1977
DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 5302
WASHINGTON, D.C.

CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY SUPPORT IN FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS SERVICING A PARTICULAR NEIGHBORHOOD.

Presented by:

Kathleen 0'C. Hamilton

Member

Board of Incorporators

Central West End Savings and Loan
Association, St. Louis, Missouri -
Proposed

6252 Westminster Place
St. Louis, Missouri 63130
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TESTIMONY PRESENTED BY THE INCORPORATORS OF THE PROPOSED CENTRAL
WEST END SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI,
CONCERNING THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY SUPPORT IN
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS SERVICING A PARTICULAR NEIGHBORHOOD.

TESTIMONY FOR THE COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT ACT, SENATE BILL 406
SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE, CHAIRMAN
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING AND URBAN AFFAIRS
MARCH 25, 1977
DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 5302
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Senator Proxmire and Distinguished Members of the Senate
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, we are very
pleased to be able to testify to you and your committee on
behalf of the Community Reinvestment Act, S. 406, and thank you
for this opportunity. We feel that our proposed savings and
loan association, The Central West End Savings and Loan Assoc-
iation, is an explicit example of what your bill, The Community
Reinvestment Act, is seeking to accomplish in encouraging lending
institutions to be aware and supportive of the needs of the
community in which it is located. Our proposed institution will
be controlled by area residents and businessmen who are committed
to the neighborhood and sensitive to, and knowledgeable of, its
needs. We believe that community support is critical for a
community-oriented financial institution since community groups
are a major cornerstone of the life of an urban neighborhood.
Such groups can literally bring back to life a dying and decaying
area; and are an invaluable resource for a lending institution
with particular community commitments such as are outlined in
your bill.

I feel this statement is best illustrated by a brief re-

counting of the revitalization of our west end community of
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St. Louis, whose rebirth is largely due to the dedicated involve-
ment and spirit engendered by the formation of community groups
to buttress and promote the area.

The central west end community of the City of St. Louis is
a racially mixed neighborhood, located in the central corridor
of the city which includes the site of the 1904 St. Louis World's
Fair. As a lifelong resident of the west end in the specific
Skinker-DeBaliviere area, I have come to firmly believe that
thriving neighborhoods, with their own loyalty and personal
identity, are key answers to the salvation of the city. The
central west end of St. Louis is such a neighborhood community.
My husband and I bought our first home in the Skinker-DeBaliviere
area of this community in 1966 when there was apparent evidence
of neighborhood decline through migration to the suburbs,
deteriorating buildings, rising crime, growth of real estate
speculators, the abuse of the "235" housing financing program,
abandonment of houses, and the practice of "redlining" certain
areas for excessive insurance premiums and a lack of home loans.
But the housing stock that was and is available in the magnificent,
spacious, older homes, many in need of restoration, but offering
a lifestyle and heritage that could not be built, along with
the reasonable cost of such residences, outweighed the obvious
liabilities. Financing of such homes was particularly frustrating
in that lending institutions were unfamiliar with the area and
were reluctant to invest their resources in such neighborhoods.

We moved into this community when the demise of the area had
been accelerating since the late 1950's. But the influx of
dedicated, new homeowners, coupled with the commitment and

belief in the area by residents that had remained, prevented a
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further downward spiral. I feel this upturn was directly
motivated by the mobilization and beginning of community groups
forming an encouraging and intense community spirit, and loyally
promoting the area.

Our proposed Central West End Savings and Loan Association is
a natural outgrowth of such community groups. The central west
end urban community of St. Louis could not have been designed
more effectively to be an example of an area that can meet the
requirements of The Community Reinvestment Act.

The plan of restoration and attack on neighborhood blight,
rising crime, and declining home values, was directed by a core
of home owners who persevered in obtaining financing for home
mortgages, and home remodeling at incredible obstacles. By form-
ing effective and aggressive community groups, focus was con-
centrated on three areas: promotion of the neighborhood to
encourage people not only to be actively aware of this west end
community, but to purchase homes and move in and be a part of it;
crime reduction of the area; and political impact to effect a
positive change.

The promotion and stabilization of neighborhood real estate
activity began in the late 1960's and early 1970's. The Skinker-
DeBaliviere Council was established in March, 1966, as a co-operative
effort of three local neighborhood residential organizations,
three area Churches, and Washington University, which is located
within the area. Its purpose is to work together as aforce to
maintain and develop a healthy, urban community to benefit present

and future residents. 1In 1969, the Skinker-DeBaliviere residential
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service, a volunteer group of home owners dedicated to promoting
residential sales, was established. The concentration of the
group was focused on weekend house tours of available and re-
habilitated property. An outgrowth of this organization is now
an annual neighborhood art fair and house tour of unique and
recently renovated homes which receives city-wide attention. One
local real estate company which is still actively interested
in the sale of west end homes, concentrated on hiring agents
residing in particular west end blocks, to promote housing avail-
ability when other real estate companies were bypassing the area.

Our community contains many magnificant and unique private
place residential areas dating from the time of the 1904 World's
Fair era. These have now attained national recognition through
being designated as historic districts due to the diligent research
and promotion of its residents and their local political repre-
sentatives. A for-profit corporation, with profits held in trust,
West End Townhouse, was also established in the late 1960's by
area residents concerned about reclaiming deteriorated multiple
dwellings. Since financing was so difficult at the time, loan
guarantees were underwritten by Washington University and the
Catholic Archdiocese of St. Louis. MNow, many apartments are
also owned by area home owners so that absentee landloards are
at a minimum.

Crime prevention achieved a major breakthrough through the
formation, in 1970, of the Women's Crusade Against Crime. Its
founding co-chairwomen are west end residents. This is a national,

pioneer organization in volunteer crime prevention. Its strength
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stems from neighborhood and block-street involvement. The local
police force meets regularly with neighborhood groups. Aggressive
representation by aldermen within the neighborhood on the city
level and representation on the state level was instrumental in
revitilizing our community. Through such representation, the
mayor of St. Louis was made aware of neighborhood needs and
recently created the Community Development Agency, whose first
head was the past alderman from the Skinker-DeBaliviere area. This
agency has played a vital and rejuvenating role in neighborhood
rehabilitation and renewal.

Our hearing this past November for preliminary approval for
a state charter for the Central West End Savings and Loan Association
fulfilled the requirements of the Community Reinvestment Act as
stated in section four, part three, which directs that such lend-
ing institutions should demonstrate community support. We received
solid endorsement and support from the mayor of St. Louis, the
treasurer of the State of Missouri, state representatives and
aldermen, as well as numberous business organizaticns devoted to
the area, including the local bank, churches, and both Washington
and St. Louis Universities which are located in or near our primary
market areca. All explicitly endorsed the idea that such a lend-
ing institution was needed and could derive support from the area.
The fact that it would be controlled by local area and business
residents was emphasized as a positive factor.

Previously, our only lending resource was chiefly two commercial
banks whose main interest is not home financing. But through
the persistence of our political representatives and our local
real estate agents, of which I am one, who are residents of the

area, savings and loan institutions were made more aware of the
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lending needs. 1In the past, it had been extremely difficult to
obtain mortgage financing from these institutions. Just this

past November, the St. Louis Post Dispatch had an editorial and
corresponding cartoon which showed the noose of mortgage loan
red-lining around the city. In recent years there was a great
disparity between city and county lending practices which was
documented by the Phoenix Fund report. The chief executive officer
of a large, regional savings and loan association which has been
increasingly responsive to the city's needs, testified in our
behalf at our November hearing. Loans are now being made on a
more balanced scale, looking to the capacity of the person seeking
the loan rather than the location of the house in the city or
suburbs. This past February, the Federal National Mortgage
Association, the government-chartered secondary market for residential
mortgages, has committed twelve million dollars in home mortgages
in St. Louis neighborhoods.

We feel that city savers should deposit in institutions
sensitive to their needs which is directly addressed by the Community
Reinvestment Act. All the governmental, financial, educational,
and community support for us has emphasized that such a savings
and loan association should be controlled and directed by residents
of the area who understand problems and other factors critical
in that specific area's growth and improvement.

The involvement of two major universities in our area and
a major redevelopnent of Washington University's hospital complex
has generated extensive real estate activity along with private
redevelopment groups. There is now over two hundred million dollars

worth of redevelopment activity in our primary market area.
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The emergence of a savings and loan association such as the
Central West End association which is controlled and directed
by area residents and businessmen, can be viewed as an organic
growth from such cellular, neighborhood, community active groups
as have been described. The two monthly, neighborhood news-
papers with volunteer staffs that have emerged within the past
five years, have viewed the local controcl of a savings and loan
institution as adding another dimension to all our efforts to
preserve and enhance city living. The Community Reinvestment
Act further directs our efforts to preserve the quality of city
life.

An important part of this bill should greatly emphasize the
need for communication and co-operation between the local, financial
lending institution, such as a savings and loan association, and
the various community groups that are the cornerstones of that
area's life and continued growth.

Such a bill as The Community Reinvestment Act is vital to
the survival of the cities by focusing on serving housing needs
of a neighborhood and reinvesting a certain amount of its deposits
to insure continued growth of that very neighborhood which is a
major deposit resource. The success of such financial institutions
as outlined in your bill, and as specifically seen in our proposed
savings and loan association, is commensurate with the control of
it by area residents and businessmen who have a commitment to
the area, and understand the problems and other factors crucial

to the area's improvement. The critical importance in the com-
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munication and input received from an ongoing communication
between such a lending institution and community neighborhood
groups cannot be overestimated. Such groups, through their
active loyalty and commitment and promotion of the central west
end neighborhood, have completely turned around and revitalized
the area. It is also happeniné in other neighborhoods nationally.
This is a chief key to urban revitalization. We feel the
Community Reinvestment Act can be a major factor in the continued
growth of healthy, urban neighborhoods. Thank you for giving us

the opportunity to express our support of such a vital bill.
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TESTIMONY PRESENTED BY THE INCORPORATORS OF THE. PROPOSED CENTRAL
WEST END SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI.
CONCERNING THE NEED TO LEGISLATE A NATIONAL POLICY RELATING

TO COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT OF RESOURCES BY FEDERALLY INSURED
BANKS AND SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS.

TESTIMONY FOR THE COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT ACT, SENATE BILL 406
SENATOR WILLIAM FPROXMIRE, CHAIBMAN
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING AND URBAN AFFAIRS
MARCH 25, 1977

DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 5302
WASHINGTON, D.C. i

.
Senators:

We offer these remarks both as Incorporators of the Central
West End Savings and Loan Association as well as being concerned
residents of a large American City. The urban neighborhoods which
constitute our primary service area are characterized by resident
promoted revitalization, enjoying a strategic location at the center
of a large metropolitan area, and having a_rich historical and .
cultural heritage. These neighborhoods contain a sound and virtually
irreplaceable housing stock in need of a continuing infusion of
new and caring residents wlillinq to invest the financial resources
necessary to promote the systematic rehabilitation which will maintain
their inherent viability. In addition to its residential qualities
the area has located at its peripheries two noted private Univer-
sities as well as a large University affiliated hospital-medical

school complex. Financial resources must and should be made

88-033 O - 77 - 25
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available to those persons choosing an urban way of life. Therefore,
we view the criteria as set forth in the Community Reinvestment Act
as specifically applying to the community forces and needs which

led to the organization of our proposed Central West End Savings

and Loan Association.

We speak not only for ourselves but also for potential resi-
dents of this Central West End éomnmnitx who have been constantly
frustrated by the past lack of understanding as to the inherent
value of this area by St. Louis lending institutions. The Community
Reinvestment Act recognizes, as we do, that a vital urban neigh-
borhood such as the Central West End of St. Louis, as well as many
other such neighborhoods nationally, provides an attractive, exciting
and coumopciitan alternative to suburban living. In addition to
offering an effective means to counter act the negative and costly
forces of urban sprawl which have flourished in our country for
the past quarter century. The stahilitf of such areas should and
must be insured if a very important element of American society,
namely city living, is to be preserved.

We are convinced that community oriented financial institu-
tione should play a vital role in maintaining the stability of such
urban neighborhoods as well as realizing profitable lending oppor-
tunities resulting from existing and potential investments located
‘within these areas. Consequently, as concerned residents and
businessmgn{who are committed to our Central West End neighborhood,
we decided that we could most favorably support this area through
establishing as a result of our own efforts a Savings and Loan

institution at the neighborhood, grass-roots lewvel which engenders
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801lid community support as well as educates, informs and serves
to broaden the base of the home lending industry. Establishing
such a neighborhcod-oriented and supported Savings and Loan
Association parallels what we feel to be the thrust of the Commu-
nity Reinvestment Act, which is an exciting and practical attempt
to guide and encour;ge financial institutions to lend in urban
areas where a majority of these institutions have previously
refrained from reinvesting resources in.a manner which serves the
best interests of the community in which these institutions are
located.

Through the years the Thrift Institution and Banking Indus-
tries have provided a cornerstone for economic growth and have
served as an important vehicle for improving the quality of
American life. WNeighborhood oriented and controlled leﬁiinq &
institutions are wvital to orderly and profitable future commercial
growth in this country as well as providing the resources to ex-
pand and improve housing facilities. People in our greatly root-
less American society can personally identify with and be committed
to a local neighborhood institution, especially one which encam=-
passes such a unique and intense community spirit which is inherent
to its own existence., The orientation and focus provided by neigh-
borhood financial institutions is consistent with the overall well
being of our entire money market system since the banking industry
nationally must rely on the cellular support of local institutions
for its foundation and basic strength. A national policy based
on this commitment to local neighberhood reinvestment should be

formulated to lead banking institutions to attain this necessary..
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life in our great American cities.

The provisions of this Bill requiring lending institutions
to examine the deposit potential and lending needs of the commu-~
nities in which they are located is of critical importance to the
viability and execution of a national goal of community involved
financial institutions. Another positive force which cou;d result
from implementation of this legislation would give rise to increased
competition among financial institutioné. Policies established
as a result of the passage of the Community Reinvestment Act hope-
fully would encourage the formation of more responsive lending
institutions which would serve to retard the development of large
centralized banking institutions which often lead to a noncompe=-
titive and unfavorable concentration of financial resources. It
is our belief that the principal impetus of this legislation should
require regulatory authorities to investigate and give reasonable
consideration as to whether existing or proposed financial insti-
tutions are utilizing or will fully utilize sound reinvestment
opportunities which exist within their market areas prior to granting
permission to establish additional facilities or granting new
charters.

We have examined the provisions of this legislation, and in
our opinion the criteria established are reasonable; and that these
provisions are capable of being fulfilled not only by us in our
primary service area but by other financial institutions as well.
We feel that the primary market area where our deposit facility
is to be located will be a drawing source for the bulk of both

our savings and lending customers. Our application for a Savings
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and Loan Association charter has analyzed the deposit and credit
needs of the primary market area, and we feel we can successfully
and profitably satisfy these needs. Our statistical projections
indicate that a major portion of consumer deposits obtained from
our primary service area can be soundly reinvested in that area.
Therefore, permit us to reinforce the concept that Senate Bill 406-~
as submitted--properly places principal emphasis on the encourage=-
ment of seeking out sound reinvestment opportunities as opposed

to regulated or imposed quota percentage reinvestment of capital
resources. As it is our opinion that such a reqgulated imposition
would be contrary to the basic principles of our Free Enterprise

system. Therefore, we urge you to maintain the emphasis on encour-

agement as opposed to regulation. Also it is our considered opinion

that caution should be taken to specify that any reporting require-
ments established in this law be as minimal as possible and not
lead to an unnecessary expansion of the extensive reporting burdens
currently imposed upon regulated financial institutions.

We have formed what we consider to be a nucleus neighborhood
Savings and Loan Association which will serve as a model nationally
for policies affecting such lending institutions. We note that
the Central West End Savings and Loan Association will be the
first such financial institution chartered in twenty three years
in the S5t. Louis metropolitan area and only the second to be char-
tered in the past twenty years in the State of Missouri.

We récognize that in the final conclusion no institution can
be required to originate and pursue unsound lending policies.

However, a lending institution situated in an urban community,



386

dedicated to the needs of that community and controlled by inte-
rested members of that community can be mutually beneficial and
profitable to the neighborhood in which it is lecated as well as
to the institution itself. We applaud this proposed legislation
whose goal as introduced is not directed toward the regulation

of lending institutions or their policies, but provides a reaso-
nable framework to encourage institutions to develop a greater
understanding of the communitites in which they exist through the
close identification and support of one with the other. It is
also appropriate that the Federal Government utilize its conside-~
rable resources, prestige and power to provide the impetus for for-
mulation of a committed national policy of urban reinvestment and
neighborhood preservation.

We as the Central West End Savings and Loan Association will
provide a grass-roots, example of a community involved financial
institution as is envisioned in this legislation, such as can exist
and grow throughout the United States serving to strengthen the
roots and broaden the scope of the Savings and Loan and Banking
Industries. The goals of the Community Reinvestment Act can be
accomplished within sound lending practices, and we enthusiastically
support the passage and adoption of this legislation to insure
specific urban neighborhood stabilization and the sound financial

growth of our nation.

-

Respectfully Submitted:

Thomas A. Scatizzi, Chairman

Board of Incorporators

Central West End Savings and Loan Assn.
(Proposed)

4440 Lindell Boulevard #1003
Bt. Louis, Missouri 63108
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CENTRAL WesT EBND 8AVINGS AND LOAN ASB0CIATION—PROPOSED
8r. Louis, Mo.

3.0 MORTGAGE POTENTIAL IN THE PRIMARY MARKET AREA

The anticipated potential volume of mortgage activity for each of the first
three years of operation of the institution has been estimated by a method
discussed in 3.1 below. The mortgage estimates for the Primary Market Area

as & whole are disaggregated for each of the four sub-areas previously
identified.

8.1 METHODOLOGY OF DETERMINING POTENTIAL LOAN DEMAND

Table 4 summarizes the estimated potential mortgage demand in the Primary
Market Area for the period 5/75 to 6/76. From each sub-area, a representative
sample of blocks was selected for detailed analysis. From this analysis, resi-
dential sales activity for each sub-area and the primary market area was
identified.

For each sample area, a total number of property transfer transactions for
the past 3 years (5/73-6/76) was recorded from the plat book records in the
City of St. Louis Assessor’s office, Real Estate Department. The total number
of structures for each sub-area was determined from the Sanborne maps and
a thorough familiarity with the areas being analyzed. These two sets of data
permitted the development of a ratio (number of transactions: number of
structures) which could then be applied to the area as a whole. The resulting
ratio permitted the determination of the total volume of property transactions
which could represent bankable mortages for each sub-area and the entire
Primary Market Area. A factor of 109 was deducted from this figure to
account for traneactions where no sale was involved (title transfers and fore-
closures) to yield an estimated total volume of property fransactions.

In estimating the doller volume of transactions, an average property trans-
action dollar amount for each sub-area was determined. The average trans-
action dollar amount was derived from information provided by:

1. Comparable data files of residential sales compiled by the American
Society of Appraisers for the Primary Market Area.

2. The working knowledge of realtors active in the Primary Market Area.

8. Information provided by the Washington University Medical Center
Redevelopment Corporation. )

8.2 ABBESSMENT OF POTENTIAL LOAN DEMAND

The annual estimated potential demand for morigages in the Primary
Market Area is estimated at approximately $22,000,000. To estimate the pro-
portion of this amount which the proposed Central West End Savings & Loan
Association can be expected to capture, 509% of the total property transaction
volume was projected to be absorbed by other institutions (i.e. other Savings
& Loans, Commercial Banks, Insurance Companies). Approximately $11,000,000
in tranactions was therefore estimated to be a realistic potential total dollar
volume of mortgages relating to the proposed Association. Assuming a 25%
standard down payment, the actual mortgage demand in the Primary Market
Area available for service by the Central West End Savings & Loan is esti-
mated at about $8,250,000. (See Table 4).
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TABLE 4. —ESTIMATED YOLUME OF PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS IN PRIMARY MARKET AREA, BY SUBAREA
(MAY 1975-MAY 1976)

Estimated number Estimated total

of transactions annusl volume

In subares Average trans- of transactions

1975 action? price for May 1975

Area No. May 1576) por property June 1976

M 1540, 000 000

59 a0 %852 0

153 110, 000 1, 530, 000

316 121, 500 6, 794, 000

. 852 24,875 21, 976, 000

memuhabmmwmmmmu ............................................... 10, 988, 000
Less 25 pct for downpayments. .. s s e e e L e e B, 241,000

1 Average price based on appraisal data and mdlmuam
!wemlrn:n University Homul Center ﬂm‘v;opm ent Corp.
3 Other sources: Plat bouks city assessors office, City of St Louis and U.S. Census, 1970.

Note.—The figures for areas 1 and 2 have been modified to take into account 8 mfmmhuumphdm
types. The averag *ﬂnu of transactions for area 3 was estimated by the \\I'Mulm University Medical Center Redevelop-
ment Corp. staff, who are very familiar with the area and its tumcllom as part of their everyday activities.

The Cuamman. I would like to call Mr. Crawford and Mr
Brooks’ attention to the last sign we have over here. This indicates
the beautiful music that we see on TV about how your institutions
service the communities,

This is a savings and loan foundation. Music under. It begins,

What does it take to start the wheels of American industry rolling? It
takes machines, men, money. That is where the savings and loans come in

Money you save with us goes back into your community in the form of home
loans.

It shows the typical house in a city, row house.

The savings and loan commitment to housing generation, over $100 million
a day. For jobs, goods, and services, help keep America rolling by having your
savings and loan account at your savings and loan.

Music then ends.

Soft violins playing put us in the mood for feeling that this is a
message of truth and message that paints a beautiful picture of what
happens.

[See illustrations printed on pp. 319 and 320.]

The Cuamrman. Mr. Crawford, according to data released by the
New York City treasurer, your institution %as the lowest percentage
of its assets reinvested in New York City of any of the large New York
banks. One small savings bank, Immigrant, is lower, with 7.1 percent.

Most of the others reinvest 20 and some over 60 percent. What 1s
the reason for your policy Do you consider New York a poor risk ¢

Mr. Crawrorn. I do not consider New York a poor risk. I think
New York is still the greatest city in the world, and I think it has
a good future, Senator.

I am not quite sure of the figures you are quoting from the city
treasurer, I am not aware of them. Perhaps I should, if you want
to talk about Bowery Savings Bank, tell you a few of the things
that we have done.

In the first place, back as far as 1956 our bank established an
office in Harlem, the first one in 50 years, and built in connection

i S
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therewith an apartment house, 200 units, which is still, and has
always been, fully occupied. '

The Cuamman. What year was that?

Mr. Crawrorbp. 1956.

In 1868, long before the concerns that are so widely expressed
today, Bowery Savings Bank in New York, having tried for years
to do something in the really deteriorated areas of the city, under-
took a turnkey program. By that, I mean we actually became
developers of the low-income area in South Harlem, Brooklyn, the
lower east side. We actually aequired properties, tenaments that
were burned out, and we in the first instance built an apartment
of 50 units, 123rd Street of New York City. ' '

We had no commitment from any Government Agency to take us
out of that, ultimately. We had a mere handshake from the public
housing authority that they would buy the property back.

We constructed that first apartment house in 13 months—from
the day we acquired the property to the day it was ready for
occupancy. The public housing authority told us it takes them 7
years to accomplish the same result.

We went on from there with other banks and insurance companies.
‘When the 236 program and other funds that were available were
taken away from us in 1973, we had at that time built 1,000 new
units of housing. That is a considerable portion of the new housing
in the deteriorated areas of New York that were built by anyone.

The CHaRMAN. You are making a good and thoughtful response,
but it is not a response to the question I asked. My question was the
proportion. The fact is, you are the biggest bank of your kind,
savings bank, in New YO]K(. Very large bank, $3.7 billion. And the
percentage, proportion that you invest in the commmunity is less
than any of the other large banks.

The question is—you have done things obvieusly. With that
colossal amount of capital, you are bound to be making some local
investment. We do not deny that. I want to know why it is so low.

- Mr. Crawrorp. I do not know what figures you are talking about
there, but the Bowery Savings Bank made the largest investment
in the bonds floated to bail out the Urban Development Corpora-
titon. We just completed that operation in New York, as you know,
and the savings banks have, by making an investment of $240 million,
bms:(lls_ possible a saving of 20,000 units of housing that the UDC is

uiding.

1t isgfar from being the low investor in that area. We have by
far the largest amount invested of any savings bank in New York.

The Cuamrman. You are the biggest. The point I make is that
you have total deposits of $3.762 billion, as of the end of 1975.
And as of the end of 1975 your New York City mortgages were
$477 million, which was 11.8 percent, which was less than any of
the other banks.

Mr. Crawrorp. I didn’t hear that last figure.

The Cramrmax. 477 million was the dollar amount of New York
City mortgages at the end of 1975 and the total percentage of the
total percent was 11.8 percent.

Are those figures right or wrong?
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Mr. Crawrorp. That may be right. I don’t recall, As you know,
New York City, the total assets of the savings banks are something
near $50 billion.

Traditionally, the large Brooklyn banks and others have con-
centrated in the one-family home lending in the Brooklyn area. We
have done what we have in the branch areas that we have, and we
only recently have had branches in that area.

The CrarMaN. You have Manhattan banks. You have Drydock,
23 percent. You have Empire, 45 percent. You have Greenwich, 37
%ercent. You have Manhattan, 20 percent. You have New York

ank for Savings, 30 percent. You have Union Dime, 15 percent.
United Mutual, 40.6 percent.

Yours is the lowest. -

Mr. Crawrorp. Yes. There is a division of labor. If we were to
put all of our funds into housing §

The CramRMAN. I'm not asking for that.

Mr. Crawrorn. I don’t think the market has suffered. Also there
have been initiatives in other housing-related areas that have been
substantial.

The Cuamman. Isn’t the lending record of your own bank proof
that we need reinvestment initiatives, so tﬁat banks will give
priorities to the communities where they draw their deposits{

Mr. Crawrorp. I don’t think so. ;

The CuHamman. Do you have proposals to encourage mortgage
investments in areas where you have depositors, to encourage build-
ing or home loaning ? -

Mr. Crawrorp. We have established branches in the Long Island
area in the last 3 years.

We pursue mortgages in that area. I have told you about our
efforts in connection with the new housing.

The CramrmAaN. That is the suburbs.

Mr. Crawrorn. There aren’t many one-family homes in Man-
hattan for one thing. We have recently had an office open in Queens
and we are lending money there. We are lending money in New
York City, whenever we have the opportunity to make a sound
loan, whether it be a one-family house or apartment house or any
other kind of loan in the city of New York. .

The Cramrman. Well, I certainly don’t mean by these statistics
to be at all critical of you or your bank.

It has a marvelous reputation. And it is a well-deserved reputa-
tion. I'm saying it seems that this bill should be useful in providing
a criteria for you and your bank which, as I say, although it has
done many fine things, seems to be lagging behind in local com-
munity investment, And I don’t have—you apparently don’t have
a specific program for New York City. Mr. Brooks, you say on
page 2 of your statement that application for charters and branches,
the bank board places a heavy burden on the applicant to justify
the credit needs of the community to be served.

Just what is that heavy burden?

Mr. Brooxs. Mr. Chairman, there is an extraordinary amount of
materials, paperwork, studies, feasibility studies, et cetera, a lot of it
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on the mortgage data and construction and housing in the par-
ticular area that you are going in.

I have four oftices in my association. I'm an average size associa-
tion in Richmond. I think I have a typical size association for the
country. I have in my briefcase, a copy of the files from the day I
incorporated Security Federal 20 years ago.

We have been serving the public and our community since that
time, excellently.

The files, getting back to the question, the file of incorporation,
and looking at the last branch we got, it has gone from thin to
voluminous. Where is it going to stop? But the point is that the
Federal Home Loan Bank Board and Federal Home Loan Bank of
Atlanta do require us to do extensive work to justify going into a
particular community. -

The CramMaN. Let me make two points then. Let me quote
Daniel Goldberg, who is the bank board’s general counsel, in a
speech to the U.S. League. He said: “I recognize that branches are
established primarily to attract savings.” Primarily to attract sav-
ings. He doesn’t say primarily to attract savings and then meet
credit needs by lending the money. Isn’t this the real message youn
get from the regulators under existing law and practice?

How much do they care about where you are providing credit?

Mr. Broors. It naturally follows the credit needs will be met.
Let me say this to you, I look on my association as perhaps a manu-
facturing corporation, if I may, and money is my raw material, and
I have to get it.

If I don’t get it, I don’t supply the end product, credit.

I think Mr. Goldberg’s statement, and I'm not too familiar with
it, but hearing you repeat it, is aimed at that particular situation.

‘We have to get the money first, sir, before we can lend it.

The CramrMaN. I understand that. If you get the money, if you
don’t make it available to the community, that is my point.

Let me point to the forms, Federal Home Loan Bank forms, re-
quired items, check lists for permission to organize. There is a list
of requirements, It is a detailed list.

It requires a great deal. It would be simple to take this form and
without any significant additional burden, make this form comply
with this particular bill. )

It won’t take more than a few computations to provide the credit
information. However, there is nothing on this form that we can
find, and we have gone through it carefully, that requires the in-
formation with respect to meeting credit needs. They have proposed
saving service area, local savings, proposed operations, office location,
so forth.

But I don’t see that the regulators now are requiring you to pro-
vide credit information. :

Mr. Brooks. Mr. Chairman, again, in the file and I would be glad
to supply copies of anything you want from my own files to the
committee, believe you me, there is plenty of information there
about credit, Let me go one step further. I happen to have a copy
of the letter from the Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta to Mr.
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Blumenauer, who is the president of Columbia Federal Savings &
Loan Association here in Washington. This is one example where
they requested more ‘“credit needs” documentation from a branch
applicant. The letter says: “Please also indicate the expected mort-
gage volume on the annual basis for the proposed office.”

I state this because the Home Loan Board does ask for it.

The CHamman. Mortgage volume, but not in the service area.
That could be anywhere.

Mr. Brooks. For the proposed office. That is implied.

The CaamrMan. No, the proposed office could make mortgage loans
in California or Florida.

Mr. Brooks. But that is not how we read it. I don’t lend in Cali-
fornia from my Willow Lawn branch.

The CrammaNn. You have connection in California?

Mr. Brooks. I made $30 million worth of loans last year. Of the
money, $13 million came from the secondary market. It came from
other associations into the Richmond market. We are supplying
the community need. )

The Cramrman. I don’t object to your making loans out and this
bill would not inhibit that, But it says that you should provide for
the necessary needs of your local community.

That is what the bill would provide.

Mr. Brooks. We are doing that. . _

The Cuamman. If you make loans in Florida and Californis,
there is no objection to that. I'm not saying you have to have 9 or
100 percent of your loans in the local community. You might hsve
50, 40, 30, or less. If the situation in the local community was fully
met, you may have less. -

But that is one of the criteria which the examiner would look
for—regulator would look for. -

Mr. Brooks. You will find that the situation in most communities
are like that. ]

Steps are being taken where the deficiencies occur. This problem
wasn’t created overnight. We are trying to meet the deficiencies.
To put in legislation—I testified before you on RESPA, and you
know what a problem that was—— -

The CuamrMaN. I was never in favor of RESPA. I was opposed
to it. It was Senator Brock’s bill.

We repealed part of that bill. )

Ms. Hamilton, you testified that yours is the first new savings and
loanin St. Louis in more than 20 years. . .

Ms. Hamicron. It is the first charter application in 23 years in
St. Louis and 17 years in Missouri.

The CuamrmaN. It is astonishing.

Ms. Hamivron. It is.

The Cmamrmax. Did you find that the older neighborhood had
difficulty in obtaining mortgage credit from the older established
savings and loans? .

Ms. Hamirron. Yes, and I'm a real estate agent also, and I did
find that. For 7 years we have had a problem in educating lending
institutions to lend in this area.

They are more responsive now.
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‘We had the executive of 2 major savings and loan association
testify in our behalf. It is because we have been persistent in trying
to get the education that was needed to these savings and loans.

‘We are a grassroots organization, and I think we could be a
national example of what can happen with such a bill as this to
neighborhoods to help themselves.

This is why we are so elated about this particular legislation.

The CrAmrMAN. Mr. Crawford, your testimony emﬁlasized how
much the mutual savings and loans are doing for their com-
munities voluntarily.

Some lenders are meeting community credit needs and the two
folks on your left are examples of that in St. Louis. They will be
doing that.

Mr. Cooke and Mr. Grzywinski, two other witnesses from this
morning are models of what imaginative lenders can do. Except
for a relatively small number, others do not seem to care.

Look at the lending statistics for Brooklyn. One small savings
bank, Green Point is providing more mortgage credit in Brooklyn
than the other six Brooklyn Banks combined. Green Point Bank’s
assets are $868 million. e others have more than $9 billion.
Shouldn’t we send those other banks a message to do better? Isn’t
that what this legislation would do?

Mr. Crawrorp. I would like Mr. Quinn to answer that question.

Mr. Quinn. I assume in your statistics you are referring to the
report of the Public Interest Research Group, which was made on
seven savings banks in Brooklyn.

The Cuamrman. That is right.

* Mr. Quinn. First of all, the data was just for the year 1975. It
ignores completely the total mortgage loan commitment by the
remaining six banks. The report also leaves out three other major
banks in Brooklyn, who meet the same size criteria reported to be
the criteria used by the Public Interest Research Group, This leads
to the next question, as to whether or not their allegations would
not have been as well founded if they included those three banks.

In terms of the commitment to Brooklyn of savinf, banks men-
tioned in the report, one of the banks brought to task by that report
has, in fact, 44 percent of its total mortgage portfolio in Brooklyn
and derives only 43 percent of its total deposit base from Brooklyn.

I might also add in my own bank’s case—I have 10 branches—five
of them are in Brooklyn. In the year suggested by the report, three
of those branches lost money. There is no reference to that in the
report.

In addition to which, durin% that year and well before that year,
dating back to 1967, the Brooklyn savings banks have, including the
five or six banks in the report, have, in fact—

The Cuamman. Let me interrupt to say that you relate the per-
cent of deposits to loans. )

Mr. Quinn. I did that because that is what the report did.

The Cramman. That is what the bill would do. )

Mr. Quiny. Does the bill mean I should disinvest in the other
three areas——
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The Cuamman. Of course not. This would be one crude, rough
overall guide. But it wouldn’t be the determinative factor. As I say,
ou could get 100 percent of your deposits in the community and
end 3 or 4 percent there, if it could be shown that the investment .
opportunity was being fully met.

Mr. Quinwn. It seems difficult, Senator, as one of the witnesses
mentioned before, to describe the community which the Brooklyn
Savings Bank serves.

The Cuamrman. Let me take your bank.

Mr. Quinn. Did you say the Brooklyn Savings Bank in 1975, the
%;g.r cgﬁrpm(; by that report, increased their mortgage portfolio net by

million

I'm sorry. Some $40 million. Of that $40 million, $3114 million
went into New York State. More than 75 percent of it was invested
in New York State. Over 50 percent—$20.6 million—of that net
increase went into the five boroughs of New York City.

The Cuamman. Let’s take your bank, the Brooklyn Savings
Bank with $1.1 billion in assets. You made 52 loans in Brooklyn
during 1975. '

Green Point Bank, a smaller bank made 722 loans in Brooklyn
0}!; about 15 times as many. That certainly proves the demand is
there.

What is so ebjectionable about Brooklyn?

Mr. Quinn. It proves the demand was there for the Green
Point’s area, in particular. It does not prove that we have not met
the community need, when we have invested over 50 percent of our
total mortgage increase in that year in the five boroughs of New
York. Are we limited to Brooklyn as our community? Would this
hi!{lf suggest that New York City, the rest of New York City should
suffer? : _

The Cramman. I am asking the question.

Mr. Quinn. There is no way to respond to the question of
whether or not the demand is there. If you extrapolated the same
percentage that the Green Point invested to their total assets In
Brooklyn and tried to have all of the other savings banks to do the
same percentage, there wouldn’t ibly be enough demand. .

The CuarmMaN. Most of the (gree oint loans were not made In
Green Point. Only 22 were made there. They were made in other
parts of Brooklyn. They were made at the far corner of Brooklyn
from Green Point—36 in Canarcy, 34 in Ryder, 29 in Homecrest, 23
in Grave’s End, 14 in Bath Beach, and so on. They are made not 1
Green Point. They were made elsewhere.

Again, I'm not saying that you shouldn’t make loans elsewhere.
You should.

I’m saying when you compare these, it looks as if this bank was
more aggressive and active and serviced its community more
effectively than your large bank did.

Mr. Quinn. I don’t necessarily agree with that. Our bank spe-
cializes in large high-rise apartment houses—multifamily dwellings.

Green Point does not., We consider ourselves more specialized 1
that area. I maintain once again that more than 50 percent of our
total mortgage increase for the same year referred to in the Public
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Interest Research Group report went into the five boroughs of New
York. That is still serving the community. Over 75 percent of the
total mortgage increase went into the State of New York.

I submit if you extrapolate those figures in terms of the savin
banks in the city you will find they are serving the community. In
the 10-year period from 1965 to 1975—which is the year covered by
the report—the savings bank investment in New  York City in-
creased by over 60 percent.

The Cuaamuan. New York State is a large State. It is 18 million
people. New York City itself has what—8 million people? It is an
enormous city. .

Your community is Brooklyn. You are the Brooklyn Savings
Bank. A great proportion of your deposits come from Brooklyn.
I'm sure you get deposits from elsewhere. Much of your deposits
come from Brooklyn. The contrast, in this case, your bank is not
serving that community, where you are located.

Mr. QuinN. You can’t take the current deposit flows in any 1
Eear and say we are not serving the Brooklyn community. A large

ase of our deposits are in Brooklyn. A large base of our existing
mortgages are in Brooklyn. The increase in our deposits in the last
5 years has come from outside of Brooklyn. We have served those
communities from which the new deposits have come. I do not agree
that we do not serve the community where we have our deposits.

The Cuamman. You have testified that existing statutes a ready
require the regulatory agency to take into consideration community
credit needs in determining whether to approve branch applica-
tions. Have either one of you ever heard oF any case where one of
the regulatory agencies rejected an application, or required the
applicant to make a greater loan commitment on the grounds that
the proposed facility would not be sufficiently attentive to the
community credit needs? :

Mr. Crawrorp. Before I answer that may I amplify what Mr.
Quinn said? .

I have tried to get at this by answering your first question. When
vou have the kind of concentration of deposits such as we have in
the New York City savings banks, there is necessaril}ylv a division of
labor amongst them. The Green Point, the Dime, others, have con-
centrated almost exclusively on the one-family home. )

Mr. Quinn says his bank takes up the great deal of demand in
the multifamily area and so do other banks, including the Bowery.

There are things that have to be done in the community. We have
to have office buildings, shoppin% centers, all kinds of facilities.
Many of the large banks like the Bowery have had to pick up that
type of lending—which the smaller banks cannot do. )

You mentioned 11 percent. 11 percent of $4 billion is still a
sizable amount of money. If you were to try to relate the source of
deposits with the source of loans, it is a very impractical thing to do.

In the 18 months, years 1973 and 1974, Bowery Savings Bank
had a net deposit outflow of $300 million. This was generally the
situation of all of the banks in the metropolitan area. Their mort-
gage lending, be it shopping centers, apartment houses, one-family
houses, continued undiminished.
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If we had gaged our lending on the amount of deposits we had
received from any given community then— :

The Cramman. I'm not asking that. Perhaps we should have
language in the bill that would make it clear that that isn’t the
purpose of the bill. Can you answer the question as to whether you
can cite a single instance where the regulator rejected an applica-
tion or required the applicant to incorporate a greater local com-
mitment on the grounds that they weren’t serving the local
communities

Mr. Crawrorp. I have no knowledge of that, We are not told
why a branch application is turned down. There are branch applica-
tions turned down. It could be on that basis. I would say this, that
the New York State Banking Department requires the trustees of
each bank to form an audit committee each year to have an examina-
tion of the bank.

There are a number of questions which our banking department
requires to be answered. One of those is how are you serving the
local community’s need for housing? That matter is gone into by
our own trustees, and by the examiners who come in to examine our
operations and our lending. We have never been criticized for not
pulling our weight in that respect.

This is one example where the State supervisor constantly asks
whether we are working on the community needs.

Mr. Brooks. I have two aspects of that in answer to your ques-
tion, sir, First of all, one of the items in the criteria for establishing
the savings and loan association, as you know is, is there a need or
necessity for the institution

Now, admittedly, it doesn’t say deposits or credit. We are
charged by charter to be thrift and home financing institutions. So
the Federal Home Loan Bank sees a need for both. I have heard
time and time again—I can’t document it here, but I can later—of
associations being turned down because of lack of need, lack of
necessity. It hasn’t been broken down as to whether it was lack of
need for deposits or lack of need for credit.

But, nevertheless, I feel that associations have been turned down
because there was not a credit need. Now, I mentioned Mr. Stewart
from Norfolk and I also mentioned he is the president of a minority
association. There is a lesson here. He serves central Norfolk. I be-
lieve the supervisory agency of the Federal Home Loan Bank
Board approved this association primarily for the extension of
credit, not deposits. .

The Caamman. My question is whether or not an application was
turned down because there was a finding that the institutions did
not propese to meet community need for credit and therefore woul
not be allowed to branch.

Mr. Brooks. I don’t know of any case that has been turned down
for that.

The Cuamrman. That is the answer?

Mr. Brooks. No. .

The Cramman. They ought to do that once in a while.
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Mr. Brooks, With the kind of surveys we have to give, if we
couldn’t prove that, we wouldn’t put the application in. In the
savings and loan business, they require us to document that there is
such a need and that we are serving the community.

The CEAmmaN. But with all of the S. & L.’s we have in this
country, with all of the branches we have in this country, you
would think—and with the delinquency in some cases, I don’t make
charges with respect to anyone here today, but we know there are
institutions that don’t meet credit needs.

Everybody who has testified, even the spokesman for the ABA,
admitted that. Yet, there hasn’t been anyone that we can find who
knows of a bank that was turned down because they failed to meet the
credit needs.

. Mr. Brooks. The administrative aspect of our business could be
improved, but I don’t think it takes a law to do it.

The CHamman. Mr. Brooks, you say, we really want to penalize
an institution located in an area that becomes blighted due to factors
beyond its control, by denying it the opportunity to relocate. The
answer to that is, yes. Look at the witness who preceded you. Mr.
Grzywinski’s bank wanted to relocate to get out of the blighted
neighborhood. That is when it was under different ownership. But
the only ruling of this kind, the Comptroller said it would deprive
the community of needed services.

Mr. Grzywinski got the bank and that bank has been a prime
factor in that community’s revival. But you think the bank should
be able to move to more lucrative opportunities.

Mr. Broogs. Each case is different. Perhaps in the Chicago case,
there was a need for that. In ether areas, I would be willing to say
a savings and loan, if it remained, could not do what seems to be
demanded here this morning.

The Cuamman. The people who had the bank before thought
that, But Mr. Grzywinski, however, made it fly. As he said, he
had meetings in cellars and in neighborhoods. He went out af-
gressively and fought hard to get the kind of business that would
make his bank move and it did. It is a profitable bank. It makes a
14-percent return. i

Mr. Brooks. In that case, it is correct. But we are reasoning from
the specific to the general here. It seems to me to get an overall
picture we should get other cases.

The CramrmaN. I think that is right. There are cases undoubtedly
where a neighborhood is in such a shape that you would have to
permit the bank to move out. I think it should be a consideration.
That is all this bill would do.

Mr. Brooks. I don'’t think you need a law to do it.

The CHamMAN, It is not being done now. )

Mr. Crawrorp. The deputy superintendent of banks has said no
proposal for solving the problem is worthwhile because the eﬁ'ect. of
the problem has not been defined. This is an issue we are dealing
with here. These two people are talking some fine ideals, but I note
this is a proposed organization, and I wish them well.
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Here is the deputy superintendent of banks saying that for more
than a year and a half they have been actively involved investigat-
ing the problem of checking the mortgage credit in New York State,
grt.icula.rly, the charge that banks redline or discriminate against

rrowers on the basis of where their property is located. He goes on
to explore ways that this problem can be dealt with through incentives
and initiatives under way, and so forth.

He eoncludes that because the department is in a process of pre-
paring a report on mortgage financing in New York State, based on
the study of data derived from the disclosure information, it is not
prepared to make recommendations at this time, as to what specific
actions would be most effective in New York. I submit to you that
this problem has not heen properly defined.

There has never been yet, to my ﬁnowledge, a conclusive argument
made that there are effective mortgage credit demands that are un-
resolved in New York City—or anywhere else. Now, we all have
black hats and white hats. We are not all perfect and we don’t live
in a perfect world. But, there are serious Initiatives that are being
experimented with in New York and Boston and elsewhere. We have
put together for the first time this enormous amount of data on
where the loans are being made and in what amounts.

I feel myself embarrassed to come before this committee for the
first time and take a negative attitude. I have been here supporting,
over the last 12, 15 years, legislation that I think is supportive of
housing. I submit to you, I think a little breathing spell, a little
time to analyze whatever we can get out of this enormous amount
of data, would be worthwhile before imposing on the banks these
additional burdens, and I might add, imposing further burdens on
the regulatory agencies.

The agencies now are strung very, very thin in terms of their ex-
aming staff. I just learned yesterday that in New York State, for
example, there are 60 unfilled positions for bank examiners and we
know why that is. It is not an attractive job. The pay is not very

If we add on them—until we are sure this kind of legislation is
necessary—further additional burdens, I think it is going to make
our supervision less effective. I don’t think the case has been made
that this kind of an approach will solve the problem that we all
know exists.

The Cuaamrman. You say the problem exists. I am glad to hear
you say that.

The problem exists.

We have seen that Mr. Cooke, who was our first witness this morn-
ing, and Mr. Grzywinski, have been able to show and established the
fact that there are mortgage needs that weren’t being met, that they
were met because they got out and did the job of developing and
making it possible for these people who weren’t getting mortgage
loans and wanted them and needed them. . )

We have the remarkable record of the banking commissioner In
Massachusetts. .

We have similar experience in California and Connecticut.
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We had testimony on that before this committee on Wednesday
establishing the fact that when the banking commissioner insisted
on more aggressive action on the part of their financial instifutions
that they found again and again a great market not being met that
could be met on a sound basis, not by making unsound loans, but on
a sound basis.

We have a record establishing the fact that there is a market here,
a need. You can see that there is a need. It isn’t being met now.

That is what we mean by saying there is a need. It is not being
met.

All we are doing with this mild and limited legislation is to pro-
- vide encouragement, incentive, reward for those who do the job we
all agree should be done and is not being done.

Mr. Crawrorp, I have to correct my statement.

I think we can do a better job than we are doing now. But I don’t
think that this is the way to do that.

I would like to see these initiatives going forward now, have more
time to bring on the effects we are all trying to accomplish without
burdensome, additional paperwork which is costly and time-con-
suming.

I don’t know how you go into a new branch and establish before-
hand what the credit need is. '

For example, we established a branch about 2 years ago on Lon
Island. We knew that there was a good deposit-gathering potentia
in that area.

Mr. Brooks pointed out that is the beginning of the process.

We then encouraged all of the community groups to come in. We
had a publi¢ facility for them to use and it 1s used every single night
of the week. They know we are there and they know we are anxious
to make mortgage loans.

I don’t know if you can huddle in basements and get mortgage
loans, but. .

The Cuamman, It sounds appealing to me. That is the way you
get votes,

Mr. Crawrorp. We are not running for office.

The Cramman. You may not be, but you are hustling, letting the
neighborhood know what you have to effer and what they can do.

You are not interested only in affluent people, but with everyone.

Your bank particularly. Your name signifies you are interested
in people with modest incomes.

r. Crawrorn. There is no question in my mind that the people
of the city of New York know they can come to the savings banks
and get a fair hearing.

In New York State, the savings banks, as of 1974, had $42 billion
of mortgage holdings; commercial banks $13.4 billion.

The Cramman. The testimony of the banking commissioner of
Massachusetts was that a great deal of loans for low income census
tract areas were made with private mortgage lenders at much higher
rates on terms which required much higher monthly payments be-
cause the term was shorter, much higher down payments in spite of
the fact she said her experience was that the default rate was the
same in all of the census tracks regardless of income.




400

Mr. Smaw. That figure is nearly right except that the commission-
er’s figures did show that 80 percent of the home sales, by her own
figures—that she took for a period of a year—80 percent of those
home sales were mortgages.

The percentage to which she refers going to other than banks was
that some of the loans went to private mortgage companies. And I
think in all of this we have to realize there are people who do not
qualify credit-wise for mortgages. -

Unfortunately, there are several companies operating who take
these loans with no credit basis whatsoever. They take almost any
loan immediately. It is a lucrative operation.

We are not turning these people away because we don’t see them.
We might have to turn them down, but we are not seeing these
people at all.

The Cuamrman, I don’t in any way deny the fact that you have to
turn down some people who apply. .

Mr. Suaw. We are one bank and one area where the regulator is
over-sensitive to what we are discussing—Commissioner Greenwald.
‘We do have to provide all of this information you saw in her testimony.

To this date she has not turned down an application for a branch.

I think this responds to the inference that you had in your ques-
tion—we are getting looked at in this area.

Tc}];e Cuamuman. That is a good point on your side. Thank you very
much.

I want to thank Ms. Hamilton for testifying.

We didn’t have very many questions for you because we agree
more with you,

I think this is a fine record, and I appreciate it.

The committee will stand adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 12:55 p.m., the committee hearinF was adjourned.]

[Additional material received for the record follows:]
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Mortgage Bankers Association of America

1125 Fifteenth Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C. 20005 (202) 785-8333

April 13, 1977
Oliver H. Jones

Exrcutive Vice President

The Honorable William Proxmire

Chairman

Senate Committee on Banking, Housing
and Urban Affairs

5300 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Mortgage Bankers Association of America (MBA) weleomes the oppor-
tunity to comment on 8.406, the Community Reinvestment Aet of 1977.

It is our understanding that the bill would encourage financial institutions
to meet the credit needs of the communities in which they are located.
Specifically, the bill would provide that federal financial regulatory
agencies require the institutions they regulate to review the credit needs
of their local communities whenever approval was sought for mergers,
federal charters, insurance of deposits, branching or any other relocation
of deposit facilities.

An applicant would be required to designate the community boundaries,
i.e., a "primary service area" from which it expects the deposit facility
will draw more than one-half of its deposits; to analyze the deposit and
eredit needs of that community and how those needs would be met by

& new charter or branch; to detail how much of the consumer deposits
obtained from the primary service area would be reinvested in that
community; and, finally, to show how the applicant would meet the credit
needs of the communities in which it has already been chartered to do
business.

The Mortgage Correspondent System

The mortgage correspondent system is a combination of mortgage com-
panies that originate mortgages for sale to a diversified body of invest-
ing institutions, often remotely located from the mortgaged property.
Mortgage funds flow through this nationwide system from surplus deposit
areas to areas where the demand for mortgages exceeds the supply of
savings. The correspondent system provides a vehicle through which the
nation's homes and other real properties may be financed promptly and
efficiently.

It evens out fluetuations in the supply of mortgage funds and it reduces

the cost of mortgage credit by bringing competition into communities
where mortgage demands exceed the supply of savings.

68-032 O - 77 - 27



402

S.406 would contract the correspondent system and, thereby,

1)  make mortgages a less attractive investment by preventing
investors, such as federally regulated depository institutions,
from reaching out of their primary service areas for mortgage
loans;

2)  prevent the nationwide credit markets from competing with
local lending needs by limiting the transfer of savings from
areas of capital surplus to areas that are capital short; and

3)  discourage homeownership and homebuilding by encouraging
geographic differentials in mortgage interest rates and savings
deposit interest rates.

Effect of S.406 on Savings Flows, Investment and Growth

Growing economic areas attract the development of new depository insti-
tutions and branches. Being growth areas, deposit flows do not equal
credit demands and local borrowers must reach out beyond the community's
borders for the funds needed. If the surplus areas are cut off or restricted
from investing outside of their primary service areas, the growing areas
will be stymied in their efforts.

Note that the surplus areas do not have an adequate demand and, if their
surplus funds cannot be moved, they must pay savers less in order to reduce
their supply of funds. Moreover, jobs created in the growth areas and

in all areas where they must purchase the materials needed to expand
would diminish in number.

When a growing area reaches maturity, it will pass through a period where
its savings and credit demands are in balance. In this period, its financial
institutions would not need and would not use the secondary mortgage
market. Even then, the availability of mortgage credit from distant areas
acts as a competitive force to keep interest rates in the area from reflecting
monopolistic eonditions.

Once growth is complete, the community would find itself with savings
exceeding the demand for credit and in need of outlets for funds beyond
its primary service area.

The mortgage banking correspondent system ties these phases of growth
together and permits the nation to balance its requirements from area

to area. Accordingly, it reduces interregional differences in interest

rates on mortgages as well as savings. It is part of a highly efficient system
of moving funds across the nation to places where they are most needed.
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Effect on Borrowers Perceived to be Disadvantaged

The proposed legislation would thwart these valuable economic functions
and would not provide eredit to marginal borrowers or marginal properties.
The needs of disadvantaged or deteriorating neighborhoods would not be
met. Indeed, they would be further disadvantaged because the growth cycle
could not be regenerated by outside funds.

Lenders are not the prime cause, nor are they blameless in the deteriora-
tion of the nation's cities. They are one important part of a very complex
process of growth, decline, deterioration and rebirth of major portions

of our cities. In this process home mortgage credit is not the sole nor
even the principal reason for neighborhood deterioration. Lenders merely
react to precedent changes in the economic circumstances of a neighbor-
hood in a complex process in which local government officials, real estate
brokers, real estate appraisers and citizens of the community also play
important roles.

A HUD publieation, The Dynamies of Neighborhood Change, (1976) de-
seribes this process of neighborhood change:

"The decision of individuals and groups of people. ..determines most
of what happens. Households in the neighborhood decide to move
out; households presently looking for a house decide not to buy in
that neighborhood; bank officers decide not to loan money for the
area; owners of apartments houses decide to cut down on mainten-
ance to keep what they consider to be a reasonable profit.

In other words, it is the decisions that people make—individually
or collectively--that have the critical impact on what happens to
the buildings, streets, schools and parks...

"Many decisions are made during the process of neighborhood change,
by households, building owners, bankers, real estate brokers, school
boards. Each decision is made in response to some event or change
in circumstances. That is the cause. Once the decision is made it
has consequences—the effect. A sequence, cause—decision—effect.
Of course, as the sequence progresses the effects become the cause
that trigger the next decision, in a kind of ‘chain reaction.”

In this process, it is impossible to isolate and to fix responsibility for the
initial decision that begins neighborhood decline. Indeed, it is the process
not the initial decision that is important. However, this scenario of change
also implies that decisions may be made to intervene at a later time in

the process and arrest decline.

Understandably, individual lenders, real estate brokers, public officials,
and even neighborhood residents are typically reluctant to intervene.
None feels responsible for the decline. Each feels powerless to halt it.
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Aecting alone, no lender, homeowner, broker, or appraiser can affect the
process. Spending vast sums of money will not be suecessful, nor will
legislation like S.406, the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977 revitalize
a dying neighborhood.

Coneclusion

MBA believes that enactment of S.406 would be unwise and premature.

In recent weeks the Department of Housing and Urban Development issued
a request to outside consultants for a six-month study to catalogue effec-
tive ways for localities to analyze and use date required under the Home
Mortgage Disclosure Act. HUD was particularly looking for ways to use
that information to secure "private reinvestment" in neighborhoods. S.406
would require lenders to compile reams of data when the Federal govern-
ment is not yet sure how to make constructive use of information already
collected at both publie and private expense.

In addition, the Department of Housing and Urban Development has urged
the Congress to await the Administration's proposals for a "comprehensive
approach to the subjeet™ of urban reinvestment before moving ahead with
5.406. MBA agrees that the problem of urban reinvestment should be
addressed in this manner, rather than piecemeal.

The purpose of S.406 to increase the identification of credit needs of
neighborhoods is well intentioned. MBA, however, believes that the bill's
delineation of "primary service areas" and the concomitant effort to
require loans to be made in proportion to the deposits in that primary
service are misplaced. Our studies, see enclosure, indicate that the public
would be better served by identifying those neighborhoods that credit

can salvage with the joint cooperation of the federal government, local
officials, lenders, and the real estate industry. A commitment by these
groups can be the catalyst that generates a new cycle of growth, that
attracts distant as well as local investors, and that benefits the entire
economy. Tying lenders to a primary service area without such a commit-
ment and without regard to the area's stage of growth and development
would harm the eommunity, the lender, and the saver.

Sinc% ely,

Oliver H.
Executiv

ice President

OHJ/pab
Enclosure
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b Mortgage Bankers Association of America

1125 Fifteenth Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C. 20005 (202) 785-8333

January 12, 1977

Mr. Kennon V. Rothchild, President
Mortgage Bankers Association of America
1125 15th Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear President Rothchild:

It is our pleasure to transmit the final report of the Redlining
Study Committee, a Task Force appointed by President William Ezzell
in July, 1975.

The Task Force was given a charter to develop a positive program
on the subject of redlining that would provide financing in inner
city areas if certain criteria defined by the Task Porce were met,
and that would involve many segments of the real estate lending
industry.

Our report responds to that charge and we hope it will be useful
to all members of MBA. In its work, the Task Force concentrated
on the iender's underwriting decision--should credit be extended
to a loan applicant or not--and on the community socio-political
process that influences that decision.

Of egual interest to the Task Force, but not addressed in its fileld
visits or its report, are the many innovative techniques used by
lenders in recent years to provide mortgage financing in inner-

city areas. Although these techniques were designed to meet individual
needs, the Task Force believes other communities and other lenders
could benefit by a catalog that provided details, and encouraged
replication elsewhere. The Task Force believes the Association

should undertake this project as a complement toc its own report.

The membars of the Taask Porce worked hard and knowledgeably on
this very difficult project. It was an honor and a pleasure to
serve as their Chairman.

Sincerely yours,

erett Mattson

BM/kd
Enclosure
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FINAL REPORT
REDLINING TASK FORCE
MORTGAGE BANKERS ASSOCIATIOM OF AMERICA
December 31, 1976

Poreword

The Mortgage Bankers Association of America established a Task Force in
June, 1975, in an effort to evaluate serious allegations made before the
Senate Banking Committee during hearings on the Home Mortgage Disclosure
Act.

The allegations included the following:

"Redlining. . .refers to a process of purposeful manipulation of neigh-
borhoods to bring about their deterioration and destruction.”

*It is the initial action of local financial institutions in cutting
off loans from the community that led to a decline in property values.®

In their work, the Task Force held fact-finding meetings in Chicago, Illineois,

Los Angeles, California, and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

In those cities, the Task Porce visited neighborhoods involved in the red-
lining controversy and visited similar-looking neighborhoods where mortgage
credit is plentiful.

Representatives of local public officlals, neighborhood associations, and
lending institutions met with the Task Porce and presented their wiews
of redlining.

This report reflects the facts and conclusions drawn from those first-hand
field visits.

It defines the nature and scope of the problem and suggests a solution
for the myriad problems that have been lumped--sometimes erronecusly--under
the term "redlining.”

The Association is indebted to the members of the Task Force who gave their
time and energies to this project. Members of the Task Force included:

Everett Mattson, Task Porce Chairman, The Lomas & Nettleton
Company, Dallas, Texas

Richard A. Crissman, Assistant Vice President, Ralph C.
Sutro Co., Los Angeles, California

James C. Fitzmaurice, Senior Vice President, Pirst
Federal Savings & Loan Association of Chicago,
Chicago, Illinois

Donald E. Goodman, Vice President, Kirk Mortgage
Company, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Lawrence C. Humphrey, President, Premler Mortgage
Corporation, Detroit, Michigan
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Sidney Kaye, Advance Mortgage Company, Southfield
Michigan

Robert W. Larson, President, Larson Mortgage Company,
Plainfield, New Jersey

Brwin A. Salk, President, Salk, Ward & Salk, Inc.,
Chicago, Illinois

Robert J. Spiller, President, The Boston Five Cents
Savings Bank, Boston, Massachusetts

Robert H. Wilson, President, Percy Wilson Mortgage
and Finance Corporation, Chicago, Illinois .

Peter M. Williams, Senior Director, Management Services
Department, Mortgage Bankers Association of America,
served as staff representative to the Task Force.

Citizens, lenders, appraisers, real estate brokers and public officials
in any community should be able to use the work of this Task Force as a
base upon which to build the mutual understanding and respect that is
essential to solve this difficult problem.

Kennon V. Rothchild, President

Mortgage Bankers Association of
America

Washington, D. C.



Summary of Pindings

The Task Force's findings reject the allegation that neighborhood deteriora-
tion is caused by lenders. This is a simplistic and erroneous conclusion.
Lenders are not the prime cause, nor are they blameless in the deterioration
of the nation's cities. They are one important part of a very complex
proceas of growth, decline, deterioration and rebirth of major portions

of our cities. 1In this process, home mortgage credit is not the sole nor
even the principal reason for neighborhood deterioration.

The Task FPorce believes that lenders are justified in refusing to extend
credit for conventional financing of loans if:

Market appeal is low,

Residents and the ecity govermnment are not organized to
work together for improvement,

Residents are justifiably displeased with city services,
Most housing is rental property,

Significant maintenance needs exist,

Either overcrowding or high vacancies exist,

Code violations are rampant and no enforcement program
is operating. !

The Task Force finds the first two items on the list are especially impor-
tant. First, many allegations of redlining are notable for their lack of
data showing a demand for financing. The Task Force believes there is

an excess supply of deteriorating, older housing in our cities and that
this will continue to be true until an increased number of buyers choose
to live in them. In many cities, spurred by nelghborhood assoclations
and local-federal cooperative programs, this buyer demand is increasing.
The Task Force believes lenders should be on the lookout for opportunities
to provide financing to creditworthy applicants wherever there is clear
evidence of stability and demand for housing, even in areas where these
were lacking in the past.

Second, the Task Force finds compelling evidence that neighborhood decline
is more likely to be stopped, or even reversed, when local government
officials, neighborhod residents, lenders, appraisers and real estate
brokers make a joint commitment to a neighborhood.

Redlining Defined

Por this study, the Task Force adopted the following definition of red-
lining:

*The identification of a specific geographic area for the
purpose of denying real estate loans or varying lending
terns in a discriminatory pattern.®
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The phrase "in a discriminatory pattern® refers to the use of underwriting
criteria to make credit unavailable or more difficult to obtain in a
particular area.

For example, if a lender wanted to avoid making loans to members of a
race--a practice specifically prohibited by law--it might involve a sound
underwriting criterion, for example the age of houses in the neighborhood,
to mask its discrimination.

Often, lenders are unjustly accused of redlining when they apply sound
underwriting criteria uniformly, because the effect appears to be discrimi-
natory. For example, there is a close correlation in many parts of our
nation between family income and race. If lenders' underwriting rejections
for insufficient income are predominantly members of one race, it may be
difficult to establish that inadequate credit was the determining factor,
rather than race.

The phrase "vary lending terms® does not imply that this practice is unsound
or necessarily discriminatory. Historically, sound underwriting has called
for differ in downpay ts, maturities, and interest ratea to account
for different risks. If lenders are willing to accept risks of varying
degrees, they must either use varying terms or raise the credit standards
for the lowest quality of loan acceptable. In the latter situation, the
good credit risk would have no advantage and the less worthy risk would
have no loan. Mo other way exists to carry out lenders' fiduciary respon-
sibility to savers and to provide savers with compensation that recognizes
the risks taken.

Hiatorically, lenders have also established rigid and standardized lending
policies to place an outside limit on their risks and reduce the discretion
left in the hands of loan officers.

Examplea of these policies include:

Exclusion of properties that are more than a fixed number of years
old;

Exclusion of loans below a fixed minimum amount; and

Bxclusion of properties in neighborhoods that are judged to be
"econamically obsolete,” regardless of the physical condition
of a specific property.

The correlation of age of property and obsolesence of neighborhood with
rejection of loans may make the availability of credit appear to be an
overt practice of redlining., Clearly, some sound loans may be overlooked
or avoided because of rigid rules but the Task Porce does not condone this
result. However, there may be legitimate econamic reasons for avoiding
specific geographic areas where property values are declining.
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Certainly the property is important to the lender. A real estate loan
is more than a credit loan to the borrower. The security offered--the
property--is critical on its own merits becaure:

The property is the essential collateral needed to provide homebuyers
with the excellent loan terms they have traditionally enjoyed.

The assumption of an existing loan by a new homeowner can occur
without the lender's ability to insist upon adequate credit
standards.

A borrower may encounter a financial reversal, where logs to the
lender can be avoided only if the property's market value at that
time is greater than the outstanding loan balance.

Where many houses in a neighborhood are tenant occupied, lenders properly
suspect that the absentee owners have several motives, none of which give
assurance of near-term stability. Such owners may be speculating that
land use may change, or they may be former occupants who moved elsewhere
but were unable to sell their homes. Any lender must be assured that the
remaining owner-occupants are responding to these changing ownerships in
a positive way; e.g., by forming a neighborhood association and enlisting
the city's aid to achieve rehabilitation and reversal of the trend.

In some neighborhoods, there are so many families who can not afford market
priced housing that those who can move elsewhere. More lending in these
areas without govermmental subsidy of both housing and social services
will only make the general condition worse.

This problem of housing the poor is often linked mistakenly with redlining.
Redlining, however, refers to a refusal to make loans to creditworthy
applicants on sound properties for reasons that are discriminatory, but

has nothing to do with denying loans to applicants who are not creditworthy.

The Complex Process of Neighborhood Decline

The Task Porce finds scant evidence that financial institutions, by with-
holding funds from healthy neighborhoods, cause property values to decline.
Instead, lenders react to changes in the economic circumstances of a neigh-
borhood in a complex process in which local govermment officials, real
estate brokers, real estate appraisers, and citizens of the community also
play important roles.

The local govermment, through its policies of public investment,
building code enforcement, zoning decisions, and political leadership,
has a great impact--either good or bad--on the gquality of life and
economic stability of neighborhoods.
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Real estate brokers, intentionally and unintentionally, may let clients
know their attitudes about a neighborhood's value and influence decisions
to purchase property.

Real estate appraisers directly affect the amount of credit lenders
are willing or, under statute and regulation, are able to provide.

If appraisers misjudge the process of neighborhood change, including
the segment of re-birth, they may participate in accelerating decay.

Lenders are reluctant to encourage home buyers to invest in neigh-
borhoods in which values are declining.

citizens of a neighborhood affect the value of their own properties—-
and others in the neighborhood--through their action or inaction in
maintaining and remodeling of their houses, and their support of
neighborhood associations.

In easence, decline occurs when the interplay of these and less direct

forces result in the replacement of higher income families with successively
lower income familiea. 1In the process, property upkeep suffers, a neigh-
borhood often acquires heterogeneous types of housing, and, more and more,
prospective buyers see it as less desirable than other parts of the community.

This process is summarized in the accompanying table which was taken from,
The Dynamics of Meighborhood Change, published by the Department of Housing
and Urban Development. The characteristics of each of the five types of
neighborhoods are pertinent to any discussion of credit availability.

As the process of decline occurs, for example, lenders believe that more
stringent terms are justified on the basis of long-established, economically
sound underwriting standards.

Underwriting Standards for Conventional Loans Made by Depository Institutions

Depository institutions make the majority of single-family conventional
loans in America. These institutions are supervised by state and federal
goverment agencies that eastablish lending standards the depository insti-
tutions must meet.

The Task Force finds that the underwriting standards of these government
agencles place considerable emphasis on present neighborhood conditions
and prospective value.

The Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corporation in Section 571.1l(g) of
its regulations permits institutions under its supervision to "obtain the
services of a professional appraiser. . .to ascertain whether the neigh-
borhood is improving, stabilizing or declining.*®
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The PFederal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, in its Single-Family Under-
writing Guidelines, published in April, 1974, gives geveral examples of
neighborhood characteristics that should be treated as weaknesses when
considering a loan application. They include: (1) mixed land use, (2)
changes in land use, (3) the need for general maintenance, (4) a predom-
inance of older (25+ years) properties that have not been modernized, and
(5) below average appeal to prospective buyers compared with available
alternatives. These weaknesses are present in almoat every city in the
United States where charges of redlining are woiced.

The FHIMC Guidelines conclude:

"Always relate loan-to-value ratio and loan term to the security under
consideration. . . If property values are fairly stable, but some
sign of weakness is noted, the term should be shortened, or the loan-
to-value ratio reduced. . . ."

Challenges to Traditional Underwriting Standards

Loan underwriting is an art, not a mechanical exercise, and some standards
that lead to rejecting or varying the terms of a loan are subjective.

The Task Force is not surprised that citizen groups or local govermment
officials, not trained as appraisers, are critical of the lender's deci-
sions. Even lenders make different judgments about the acceptability of
a specific loan application. :

Th underwriting decision on an older property is often based on the len=-
der's judgment about the question: *Will or will not this applicant
maintain the house?® The decision is often based not on the present value
of the property but on the underwriter's subjective judgment of the buyer's
motivation., The lender may be hard pressed to justify its decision, be-
cause motivation is difficult to evaluate. But, motivation of the buyer
is a valid concern of the lender.

Criteria such as "neighborhood influences," "stability of neighborhood
value,” and "remaining economic life®" are also vulnerable to criticism,
not only bscause they are largely subjective, but because they are based
on social attitudes that have changed radically in recent years.

For example, American attitudes have changed perceptibly on the following
factors which are directly linked to the underwriting criterion of "neigh-
borhood stability:"
Racial integration
Family size
The desirability of existing housing compared to new, because of cost,
location, design, construction quality and esthetic appeal of older
dwellings

Restoration and preservation of historically or architecturally signi-
ficant buildings, and the financial backing of this activity.
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As homeowner attitudes on these factors change, their effect on property
values changes also.

Most appraisal tests describe "healthy" neighborhoods in terms of middle
class suburban settings. By contrast, a neighborhood with a mixture of
kinds and sizes of houses, or one that contains both commercial or rental
property, is put in an inferior category. Because “"healthy" also suggests
relatively new, the implication is clear that anything more than a gen-
eration old is nearing the end of its "economic life.® Purthermore, suburbs
have street widths that match contemporary engineering standards, the
setbacks are uniform, and there is architectural sameness in the street-
scape; anything having other qualities is not considered standard. No
one should be surprised, then, that loan officers see old or mixed-use
neighborhoods as unsuitable for "safe® loans.

Admittedly, it is extremely difficult for an appraiser to place a reasonably
accurate value on a house that is badly in need of repair, is scheduled

to be renovated with the loan proceeds, and is surrounded by other houses

in equally poor condition and with no prospects for remodeling.

The Task Force finds that lenders in Pittsburgh, because of their commit-
ment to the rejuvenation of specific neighborhoods, have instructed appraisers
either to not use "remaining econamic life" tests or to apply them in a

most f£lexible manner. Loans are made on older houses built on 20-foot
lots--too narrow to qualify for a building permit under Pittsburgh's current
zoning rules. As one lender told the Task Force "we determine a fair value
and make the loan.”

The lender's underwriting criteria should recognize the changes in attitude
and efforts to revive specific neighborhoods in a way that assists the
process of change. The lender alone cannot get the job done, but it should
work actively with others to bring about constructive change.

The Role of FHA-Insured Loan Programs in Neighborhood Decline

The Task Force also considered the charge voiced by a Los Angeles official
that "studies have confirmed that when PHA becomes the only source of
financing, property values decline.”

The Task Force, though it did not review any studies purporting to prove
this charge statistically and though it does not entirely agree with the
statement, does believe that FHA's "acceptable risk® programs, used in
older portions of our cities since 1965, have contributed to the decline
of neighborhoods.

Prior to the late 1960s, FHA-insured loans were the only source of financ-
ing in thousands of city neighborhoods containing moderate-priced houses.
The flow of funds to these neighborhoods, based on sound underwriting
standards, excellent property standards, and thorough appraisals, resulted
in appreciating property values that equaled or bettered the record of
neighborhoods with higher priced housing that, because of statutory limits
on FHA loan amounts, were ineligible for FHA-insured loans.
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However, Congress enacted several "acceptable risk®™ FHA insurance programs
in the 1960s. These aimed at providing homeownership to persons who could
not meet the traditional underwriting standards of depository institutions,
the Veterans Administration, nor the "economic soundness® tests of previous
FHA programs.

At a Congressional hearing in 1972, former Secretary of HUD, George Romney
testified that "the substitution of 'economic soundness' by 'acceptable
risk' thrust PHA into the inner-city housing market. . .[in] an effort to
buck [deteriorating] trends.

"There was widespread sentiment at the time [1968] that homeownership. . .by
itself could reverse advancing decay and growing social and economic problems,®
Romney told Congress.

These FEHA programs, principally Section 221(d) (2) and 223(e) were designed
for neighborhoods in the "clearly declining® and "accelerating decline”
phase of deterioration. In these neighborhoods, the "economic soundness®
tests of tional lenders required loan terms that were more conser-
vative than normal. Under the new FHA programs, however, loans were insured
with higher than normal loan-to-value ratios, lower credit standards and
longer than normal terms (30 years).

The Society of Real Bstate Appraisers, in its 1975 publication, Inner-city
Valuation Study made this incisive statement:

"Low income families were already living in the community. The
result of the housing programs was to convert tenants of substandard
properties into homeowners of substandard properties. In effect,
the Act assisted in the unloading of substandard property upon un=-
informed purchasers. Borderline credit was accepted. Thirty-year
loans were approved in communities with an economic life of 5 to 10
years. . , [and] assured the FHA a great number of foreclosures and
repossessions.”

The PHA "acceptable risk®™ programs had a devastating effect on neighborhoods
in the "incipient decline®™ type where moderate-priced houses were occupied
by owners who had met the more stringent “economic soundness® credit tests.

For example, in a HUD circular FHA-400.2, dated August 1, 1968, the Section
223 (e) program was stated to have the following purpose:

". . .to encourage use of FHA mortgage insurance in older, declining
urban areas, in order to provide housing for low and moderate income
families and to contribute to the upgrading or stabilization of such
areas,."

The Task Porce finds that, although the program fulfilled the first purpose
and has provided homeownership opportunities for tens of thousands of urban
dwellers, the program failed to achieve the second when it was used in
neighborhoods where homeowners had previously met higher, conventional

loan underwriting standards.

The new FHA credit standards, permitting a lower downpayment, less employ-
ment stability, and a lower monthly income to meet the same monthly mortgage
payment brought in buyers with less income than the sellers. This resulte
in a reduction in average neighborhood income--a clear indication of a
neighk~-- =+ 2 in declira.
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Por these reasons, the Task Force finds it is inappropriate to lower credit
standards and encourage homeownership by purchasers who are unable to pay
the full economic costs involved.

Intervening in the Process of Neighborhood Change

The RUD booklet, The Dynamics of Neighborhood Change, describes the process
of neighborhood change as being continuous:

"the decision of individuals and groups of people. . .determines most
of what happens. Households in the neighborhood decide to move outj
households presently looking for a house decide not to buy in that
neighborhood; bank officers decide not to loan money for that area;
owners of apartment houses decide to cut down on maintenance to keep
what they consider to be a reasonable profit. In other words, it

is the decisions that people make--individually or collectively--that
have the critical impact on what happens to the buildings, streets,
schools and parks. . . .

"Many decisions are made during the process of neighborhood change,
by households, building owners, bankers, real estate brokers, school
boards. Each decision is made in response to some event or change

in circumstances. That is the cause. Once the decision is made
it has consequences--the effect. A e, decision--effect.
Of course, as the q progr the effects become the causes

that trigger the next decision, in a kind of chain reaction.”®

In this process, the origin of neighborhood decline--the initial decision
that begins the process--is not only impossible to isolate, but relatively
unimportant. However, this scenario of change also implies that decisions
may be made to intervene in the process and arrest decline.

Understandably, individual lenders, real estate brokers, public officials,
and even neighborhood residents are typically reluctant to intervene.
None feels responsible for the decline. Each feels powerless to halt it.

Acting alone, no lender, homeowner, broker, or appraiser can affect the
process. Spending vast sums of money will not be successful.]it it is
used to attack only one part of the problem. Certainly, the history of
the federal urban renewal program and other housing programs that focus

on buildings is that public expenditures alone are not sufficient to arrest
neighborhood decline.

The Task Force believes that the earlier intervention strategies are begun
in the process of neighborhood decline, the more likely they are to succeed.
The adage "an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure® is extremely
relevant. The redlining issue is most explosive in neighborhoods in the
"Incipient Decline® category. Intervention strategies should begin here,
not in the ®"Accelerating Decline®™ and "Abandoned™ neighborhoods fawored

by past federal urban renewal programs.
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The Task Force believes a successful program must:

First, bring together all the intermediaries whose decisions affect the
future of the neighborhood. Their views must be given an opportunity to
be heard and evaluated.

One writer, Roger 5. Ahlbrandt, Jr., expressed it this way.

*Without a means of trading information, neighborhood deteriora-

tion may become a self-fulfilling prophecy in neighborhoods where

an early intervention strategy of a comprehensive, coordinated

nature could have succeeded in preserving an area. It 18 un~
fortunate, but true, that financial institutions, Realtors, appraisers,
insurance companies, city governments and neighborhood residents

often act on poor ytormtion. and their actions are then harmful

to all concerned.™

Second, a commitment to the neighborhood must be made by lenders, local
govermment officials, appraisers, real estate brokers, and the residents
who live there.

The commitment by lenders should be to provide a flow of mortgage funds

to buyers of houses in the neighborhood and to present homeowners who seek
to rejuvenate their houses. All lenders must work together. No single
lender is willing, nor can afford, to be the only lender in a neighborhood.

The commitment to provide funds may be made in a variety of methods to
assure the participation of all lenders in the area. Many plans have
evolved as lenders have attempted to respond to obvious needs. This ex-
perimentation has produced many worthwhile programs that should be con-
tinued.

The commitment by the local government should include:

Maintenance or upgrading of those government support services that
improve the livability of a neighborhood. These include schools,
crime prevention, street maintenance, street lighting, garbage col-
lection, automobile parking facilities, public transportation,
libraries and parks.

Accepting responsibility for coordinating the efforts of homeowners,
real estate brokers, lenders, and other city government departments
to fulfill their commitments to the program.

Using federal Community Development funds under special revenue sharing
in ways that restore and maintain the social and economic vitality
of the community.

Bnacting and/or enforcing a workable building code that guarantees
buyers safe and sanitary housing, but does not impose needless re-
habilitation that results in raising the price of housing beyond the
reach of typical residents of the neighborhood.

1 )
“Roger S. Ahlbrandt, Jr., The Mortgage Banker, March, 1976, p. 16.

884032 0 - 77 - 28
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The commitment by professional appraisers should be flexible enough to
ensure that the value assigned to properties for lending purposes reflects
the commitment of the other participants to the neighborhood.

The commitment by real estate brokers should include wholehearted compliance
with the spirit of the federal or local government laws that forbid racial
steering, blockbusting, fright-inducing door-to-door solicitations, and
similar practices that ethical real estate brokers have repeatedly repudiated.

The commitment by local residents to their neighborhood should be evidenced
by a formal, active community or homeowner's organization dedicated to
maintaining the desirability of the community as a place to live. Neighbor-—
hood groups have an essential role to play. When they are comprised of
local residents who show interest and enthusiasm, local governments and
lenders should work with them in a positive way.

Neighborhood organizations have evolved on a grass roots basis in almost every
major city. They need the coordination provided by city officials and
the cooperation of other groups to succeed.

Code Enforcement--A Controversial Intervention Strategy

The Task Force finds that enforcement of building codes has sometimes
assisted the recovery of neighborhoods, but has at times hastened their
decline. If property owners believe they will recover repair costs from
increased rents or higher sales price, then strict enforcement of codes
assists a neighborhood. 1If property owners come to the opposite conclu-
sion, code enforcement increases abandorment and furthers neighborhood
decline.

Code enforcement works best when it is one element in an overall neigh-
borhood intervention strategy. It provides the legal backing that is
needed to impose the community's desire for property upkeep upon each
individual owner.

Enforcing codes in a neighborhood of older houses means costly repairs.

In a neighborhood of moderate-priced houses, many property owners are often
unable to take on additional debt obligations. This suggests that any
comprehensive strategy to assist a neighborhood should provide home im-
provement loans at low interest rates to homeowners who cannot afford
market rates.

The Federal Role in Intervention Strategies

Pederal government's role in intervention strategies requires that its
policies:

Be flexible enough to allow for variations in different cities to
respond to different needs,

Provide assistance in restoring properties to good condition, and

Subsidize on a one-time, front-end basis, with no continuing liability,
either direct or contingent.



419

Flexibility. The Task Force notes that successful intervention strategies
in use across the country vary widely to reflect unique local problems
and the solutions worked out by the local community. The Task Force
believes this is appropriate and should be encouraged.

Pederal expenditures are always a welcome addition to local resources,
but their impact is likely to be most successful when used to assist a
local intervention strategy. The Task Porce believes that the Community
Development block grants offer the best mechanism yet developed to achieve
this goal.

Por example, a community plan might determine that new neighborhood com-
mercial buildings are badly needed as part of an intervention strategy.
Pederal funds would be helpful to assist the acquisition and construction
costs.

Provide Assistance to Rehabilitate Existing Structures. As noted earlier,
rehabilitation of older houses often carries a price tag higher than
moderate-income property owners can afford. In many cases involving these
owners, the only choices are to subsidize the cost of improvements or allow
the structures to continue deteriorating.

Bubsidies for this purpose should be used only in neighborhoods with com-
prehensive restoration strategies. There are not enough funds available
to meet the total need for restoration of older buildings. Therefore,
subsidies should be directed to neighborhoods that have made the necessary
commitments. Subsidy dollars alone will not be helpful in the long run.

The Task Force notes that past federal subsidy programs have emphasized
construction of new or substantially rehabilitated housing: Section 235
program, GMMA tandem plans, Section 202 (elderly) project loans, and Section
236 apartments. The Task Force believes that housing for low- and moderate-
income families can be obtained at considerably less cost per unit through
subsidized remodeling loans. The loan amount will be less, and the ex-
posure to loss will be dramatically less than building new units.

One-Time Subsidies. Intervention strategies based on Federal programs
involving long-term payment of subsidies should be weighed carefully

because the budget impact is large and the life of the subsidy program
is too uncertain to support continuing neighborhood and city programs.

For example, the Section 235 program was used in some cities to finance
substantial rehabilitation of older houses in declining neighborhoods.
The finished units sold for approximately $20,000 and mortgage payments
were subsidized down to 1 percent. This substantial reduction of monthly
payments permitted persons with income as low as $8,000 to $10,000 to buy
housing that, without the subsidy, would have required a considerably
higher income. Other houses in the neighborhood typically had not been
rehabilitated, and were valued at $10,000 to $15,000. Owners of these
units had incomes comparable to the purchasers using Section 235.
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In ite early years, when the owners of the rehabilitated houses sold the
units, the subsidy continued if the new owner's income did not exceed the
allowable limit.

After the program was suspended in 1973, however, the subsidy stopped when
the property was sold on terms requiring a new mortgage. This reduced the
value of the property substantially since persons with the average income
of those living in the area could not afford to make the monthly payment
on a $20,000 mortgage, and higher income buyers were unlikely to move
into the neighborhood.

Faced with a substantial loss on the sale of the house, the typical seller
permitted the lender to foreclose, and HUD took possession of the property,
later reselling it at its reduced unsubsidized value.

The Task Force believes this is an expensive, administratively complicated
maethod to rehabilitate houses.

A far less expensive method would be to sell the rehabilitated unit for
a below-cost figure of $12,000 to $15,000--a price buyers could afford
to pay--and pay the federal subsidy in a lump sum when the house is sold
to the first owner.

The Task Force notes that subsidies have always been in short supply in
the past, and that cities should assume that programs requiring continuing
appropriations will ultimately fail.

The National NHS Program--An Intervention Strategy

One highly-regarded intervention strategy is guided by the Urban Reinveat-
ment Task Force (URTP), a joint effort of HUD and four federal financial
regulatory agencies. More than 25 communities have formed a "Neighborhood
Housing Service™ under this program, and others are in the planning atage.
Neighborhoods chosen generally are in the "Incipient Decline™ or “"Clearly
Declining® stages, as described above. The housing stock is basically

sound, but showing signs of deterioration. Owner-occupied houses predaminate.

To be eligible for assistance by the URTF, neighborhood residents must
demonstrate that they want to preserve their neighborhood and improve their
homes. Residents must commit themselves to making the program work.

Comg ts of a Neighborhood Housing Service. As stated in the application
procedure published by the URTF, the most important components of a Neighbor-
hood Housing Service are:

The NHS organization itself. It is a private, nonprofit corporation,
whose board of directors are predominately community residents, but
with significant representation from financial institutions. A staff,
typically three persons, carries out the NHS work of financial counsel-
ing, assistance with rehabilitation specifications and bids, monitoring
of contractors, administration of revolving loan fund and maintaining
liaison with city agencies and financial institutions.
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Pinancial institutions that agree to invest in the neighborhoocd by
making loans at market rates to all homecmers who meet normal credit
standards. The financial institutions (and other local businesses)
normally contribute to the NHS to meet its operating costs.

A "high-risk® revolving fund for making loans at flexible rates and
terms to residents who do not meet normal credit standards. Capital
for these revolving funds has been contributed by foundations and
local corporations in past years though, increasingly, local govern-
ments have used community development block grant funds for this
purpose.

A local government that agrees to reinvest in the neighborhood by
making necessary improvements in public amenities and by conducting
an appropriate housing code compliance program coordinated with RNHS
activities.

Pittsburgh's Neighborhood Housing Service (NHS)--An Example of a Successful
Intervention Program

Although, the Weighborhood Housing Service programs in some cities have
not yet demonstrated great success, the Task Force finds the NHS operating
in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania, to be an excellent example of a coordinated
program that shows great promise of arresting and reversing neighborhood
decline.

Functions of the NHS. According to Thomas A. Jones, Pittsburgh's NHS
executive director, the most important functions of the NHS have been:

Generating objective discussion about the NHS neighborhood’'s
problems,

Providing the mechanism for all interested participants to reach joint
decisions about actions to take and working together to implement
them.

The Pittsburgh NHS was not "installed®” ready-made, but evolved over a two
year period, beginning in the mid-1960's. At that time several neighborhood
programs were operating in Pittsburgh with financing assistance from a variety
of Federal and local government sources. These programs concentrated on
different issues, depending upon the needs of the community.

In the neighborhood served by what is now known as the NHS, the program
focused on maintaining an on-going market in existing housing for moderate-
income residents. This decision was not imposed by the professional staff,
but developed by the neighborhood residents. However, the staff assisted
this process by first, arousing interest among the residents to working
together to improve their neighborhood. WNext, the staff helped form "block
clubs® comprised of local residents, providing a mechanism that could be
used for a joint effort. After the block clubs developed "want lists,® the
staff then assisted in forming committees to work on the most important
issues.
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One comittee focused on the absence of financing for the rehabilitation
of the houses in the neighborhood. The houses were old and lacked modern
kitchen and bathroom facilities. Many unite were in violation of one or
more provisions of the city's building code. Typically, lenders were un-
willing to make loans in the neighborhood.

The deterioration was almost universal and each lender felt the risk of

an individual loan was great. In addition, many residents living in housing
that needed rehabilitation were unwilling to incur the expense because

they could not meet the market-rate repayment schedules on their limited
incomes; they needed subsidized loans.

In addressing these problems, the committee, with the assistance of the
professional staff, met with city officials and with lenders.

Reaching a joint decision. Por example, the committee worked with the
city government to decide which parts of the building code should be enforced
rigidly, which parts should be enforced flexibly.

The process was slow because the residents did not thoroughly understand
the code or the implications of enforcement versus non-enforcement. The
NHS staff's position was that no enforcement (and this had been the city
policy for the most part) led ultimately to the razing of neighborhoods.
This had occurred many times under the Urban Redevelopment Agency and was
accepted as fact by residents and the city government. To avoid razing
of houses, codes had to be enforced on some basis.

However, both city officials and neighborhood residents were determined
not to permit the code enforcement program to force out poor people unable
to afford the cost of compliance. Previous Urban Renewal projects in that
city had been insensitive to the social problems caused by displacement
of local residents and everyone was determined to find a better solution.

When a detailed program was worked out, its implementation was relatively
simple because all participants understood and agreed with its purpose.

The committee also worked with the city's lending institutions to agree
on a lending program that would meet the needs of the neighborhood residents
and the lenders' regulatory requirements for prudent underwriting.

The lenders formed a committee also, believing that the program developed
should be used by all lenders, not one or two.

NHS Today. Ultimately, the Neighborhood Housing Service was formed with
the lenders contributing funds to pay its operating costs.

Funds for home repair loans are obtained from capital gifts from corpora-
tions and foundations, the city's Federal Community Development funds-—-

used to establish a special low-interest rate revolving loan fund--, and,
finally, BUD's Section 312 program--including direct federal home improvement
loans at 3 percent interest.
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Loans may be made directly by a lender without NHS staff involvement.
Generally, however, the staff pre-approves the case and refers it to a
lender.

The entire rehabilitation and financing transaction is difficult for the
borrower to understand and the NHS fills a vital role representing the
homeowner with the city, the contractor, and with the lender.

Pinancing the Sale of Properties. Although FHA and VA financing are used
in many cases, the NHS staff would object strenuously to lenders if no
conventional loans were made. According to Mr. Jones:

Terms of conventional loans are more flexible. PFHA's rules are more

rigid, especially on property requirements. Unusual conditions are
rarely acceptable.

The minimum downpayment on FHA and VA loans reduces homeowner equity
and provides less motivation to care for the property.

Sellers balk at FHA-VA financing b of the dai t points they
must pay.

The Need to Identify Neighborhoods

The message of today's urban neighborhood groups appears to be: “We don't
want our bank to make unsound loans and lose our savings, but we want the
reasons for rejection to be based on criteria that fit today's society."

The findings of the Task Porce strongly indicate that the balanced

approach this statement implies poirts toward a need to identify neighborhoods
that can be saved.

This must be done in cooperation with all parties and a full sharing of
the reasons for the decision. Accordingly, the Task Force believes that
resolving the redlining issue will require continuing objective analysis
of the physical, economic, and social characteristics of neighborhoods

to evaluate whether or not sound loans can be made in each particular area.

In most cities today, no formal study has been made. Instead, decisions
to lend or not to lend in an area are based on limited facts and each
lender's inability--acting alone--to influence the overall neighborhood
enviromeent. Although lenders should be involved in the analysis process,
others should be included. The local government and neighborhood groups
cannot be expected to agree with the results unless they participate in
the work.

Neighborhood boundaries are already well-established in most cities as
part of the planning process. Census tracts usually conform to neighbor-
hood boundaries and Census Bureau reports provide many statistics that
could be useful in such an analysis.
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The Task Force urges that greater publicity Le given to neighborhood trends
in sales prices, trends in occupancy by owners vs. renters, levels of
maintenance and upkeep, adequacy of municipal secvices, crime rates (es-
pecially street crime and other crimes of violence), and similar underwriting
criteria. This will help prospective borrowers understand why one area

is favored and another is disadvantaged.

The Task Force believes lenders can assist public understanding of their
position by publicizing the market demand for loans and the reasons why
loans are rejected. Although the Home Mortgage Disclosure Act requires
reports of loans made in each neighborhood, the number of applications
{demand) and rejections are not part of the report, though they are equally
important in evaluating lenders' performance. The Task Force notes that
the Equal Credit Opportunity Act requires lenders to provide each rejected
applicant with the specific reason for rejection. Thus, it should be
relatively simple to provide aggregate statistics.

The Task Force believes that the best long-term method lenders can use

to prove they are not rejecting loans in a neighborhood for discriminatory
reasons--i.e., redlining--is to publicize their underwriting standards,
the facts about a neighborhood that make it ineligible for loans, and the
reasons why individual applicants (in aggregate) are rejected.

It is essential that all lenders in a community have the information and
neighborhood support necessary to make a public commitment to lend or not
to lend in a given area. If loans can be made in a neighborhood on a sound
basis, then all lenders should be prepared to make them. However, if the
facts support a decision that loans cannot be made on a sound economic
basis, then--and only then--is it appropriate to reject loans on the basis
of the neighborhood's condition.

If lenders adopt such a strategy and publicly advise the community of their
reasons--especially if they do so as a group--the Task Force believes the
issue of redlining will be replaced by constructive efforts between lenders,
local residents, and local governments to work together to remove the con-
ditions in the neighborhood that produced unacceptability. If such a commit-
ment from all parties is lacking, long-term rehabilitation of a neighborhood
ia unlikely under any circumstances.

Changes in attitude are an important part of the neighborhood rehabilita-
tion process, and this can occur only by working together toward a common
objective, not through new laws, subsidies, and court injunctions.
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April 4, 1977

Senator William Proxmire
Chairman

Senate Banking Committee

5300 New Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Senator Proxmire and Members of the Senate Banking Committee:

The National Center for Urban Ethnic Affairs supports the Community Reinvest-
ment Act of 1977 (S.406) which if passed, will provide regulatory incentives to
meet neighborhood credit needs by lending institutions. We are pleased with

developing federal legislation addressing the concerns of reinvestment in the
neighborhoods.

One of the more important aspects of 5.406 is that nothing new is requested
from financial regulatory agencies. This authorization would permit review of
lending policies and practices of private institutions prior to their merging,
opening a branch office, relocating the home offices and establishing bank
holding companies. This bill, in effect, focuses on how to best use this
authorization to ensure that the local (current and proposed) credit needs
both are being met. While the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977 attempts to
focus on investment patterns in neighborhoods and is complementary to the Home
Mortgage Disclosure Act of 1975, still, these are some weaknesse to bill S.406.

First, the bill is restricted to effect only those lending institutions
which undertake activities specified in the bill (mergers, branching, reloca-
tion, etc.). Those which do not choose any of these activities will not be
affected by the Community Reinvestment Act of 1977. A mechanism should be
provided to check these banks and § & Ls for their record of meeting local credit
needs as well. Perhaps a review of these practices can be included in bank
examinations.

Secondly, the bill calls for the lending institutions to determine the
"local credit needs" and how to plan to meet them. We would suggest that stronger
language and examples be included to identify community participation in this
process. There is only one section in the bill which directly addresses the
consumer role and which is through the traditional channel of public testimony.
While this may be sufficient in some cases, the Center's experience with neigh-
borhood organizations is that there is often times disagreement between community
and lending representatives onm:

. what are the local credit needs?
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. what are the possible ways of meeting these needs?
. what are the definitions of the primary service areas?
. what are the criteria for credit-worthiness?

Without community input from the beginning, there is no guarantee that a
report on the credit needs prepared by a lending institution will be sensitive
to the varying needs of an urban neighborhood. Provisions of thie bill should
offer incentives to lending institutions to prepare 'tredit needs reports" and
proposals for action in conjunction with local organized efforts. If we are all
in agreement that successful neighborhood reinvestment efforts require activity
of the public, private and community sectors, then it makes sense for the bill
to outline in greater detail, the role of community and neighborhood groups.

The earlier Home Mortgage Disclosure Act is a stepping stome to this three-
sector process of working toward reinvestment. The proposed Community Reinvestment
Act, if strengthened, can provide still another vital part of the efforts to re-
vitalize our nation's unclean neighborhoods.

As additional background and support information to S. 406, we are entering
the draft of a Center's publication, "Neighborhood Reinvestment: A Citizen's
Compendium for Programs and Strategies." This covers a variety of efforts to
establish reinvestment programs throughout the country with particular attention
paid to the involvement of community groups. We hope this information is of
use to you. If we can be of further assistance to you in the development of
S. 406 or other reinvestment initiatives, please do not hesitate to motify us.

Sincerely,

Robert J.f Corletta

i iy .')/?
Fite. I
Karen Kollias
Director, Disclosure and Reinvestment Project

RJIC:KJK:1lmm
Encl.
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LEGISLATURE OF MICHIGAN
WASHINGTON OFFICE
444 North Capitol Street, Suite 214
Washington, 1D.C. 20001
202/624-5490

March 22, 1977

The Honorable William Proxmire, Chairman

Senate Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs
5300 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chafrman:

We in the Michigan Legislature have been carefully researching ways to
deal with the economic crisis in our cities. We have studied the phenomenon
of urban disinvestment and are developing legislation at the state level to
promote neighborhood conservation and to combat the problems of insurance
and mortgage redlining, unemployment and crime.

Michigan, along with every other state, needs help in the form of
‘' federal legislation. By ourselves, we lack the power to successfully
attack such a severe, broad and all-encompassing issue. It is my under-
standing that at the State Strategies for Housing Conference in Chicago,
February 25-27, 1977, Mr. Kenneth MclLean, Staff Director for the U.5. Senate
Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee, emphasized that state

government resources are inadequate to meet the needs of urban reinvestment.
I couldn't agree more!

We welcomed the National Home Mortgage Disclosure Act of 1975 as a
first step in arresting the decay of neighborhoods--but it is only a first
step. We must not only stop the flow of capital out of cities, but must
encourage capital to flow into our cities,

Disinvestment causes the oppressive conditions of high unemployment,
high crime and abandoned housing in urban areas. It causes the loss of
business, industry and retailing from center cities and neighborhoods.
Detroit is in critical condition. The cities of Flint, Grand Rapids, Saginaw,
Lansing, Kalamazoo and Battle Creek are in serious condition. Regu'lgt
financial institutions have a continuing and affirmative obligation to
help meet the credit needs of the communities which they are chartered to
serve. Therefore I strongly urge passage of S. 406, the Community Reinvestment
Act of 1977, with amendments recommended by National People's Action. MWith
these amendments, S. 406 can provide a basis on which to build successful

state programs to revitalize our dying cities

Speaker 0 the House of Representatives
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS,
Washington, D.C., April 7, 1977.
Hon. WiLLIAM PROXMIRE, )
Chairman, Committce on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs, Dirksen Senalc
Office Building, Washington, D.C.

DeArR MR. CHAIRMAN : At the direction of the Realtors® Legislative Committee,
I submit the following comments concerning S. 406, “The Community Reinvest-
ment Act of 1977”, and ask that they be made part of the hearing record.

The National Association of Realtors® shares the concern for community
reinvestment which is the basis for S, 408. We have long voiced our alarm over
the increased deterioration of our cities, with untold numbers of structurally
sound existing housing units going under-utilized, denying adequate shelter for
millions of underhoused Americans, while ever more costly new housing is being
built elsewhere. In the very near future, this Association will present the
public, and the Congress with its detailed proposal for revitalizing our cities
and communities. }

While we share this general concern with the philosophy behind . 406, we
must, however, state our opposition, on both philosophical and operating grounds,
for the approach required by this bill : .

1. The Congress has decreed that, for the safety of the public, that deposi-
tory institutions must be regulated in terms of entry, (and sometimes exit), in-
surance, branching, and similar matters. That is, unlike non-regulated indus
tries, the usual hallmarks required by economic theory regarding competition,
are absent, but, absent because of government regulation. To now require an
institution which petitions for the required governmental action on a requested
deposit facility, to undergo additional requirements is akin to a Catch-22
proposition.

2. As expounded in the statement introducing S.408 on January 24, the
regulatory agency review which would be required is likened to the current
FOC review of radio and TV license applications and renewals. We feel that
this is a fallacious economic theory, akin to comparing apples and oranges. The
airwaves are a public resource, owned and licensed as a monopoly by the
Federal government for the public good. By contrast, a basic rationale for
government involvement with financial institutions is the protéction of deposi-
tors’ funds.

3. The very philosophy underlying S. 408 seems to be at odds with the concept
of encouraging mobility of capital. In the mortgage market, in particular, this
is of crucial importance, as its institutions and instruments are less “sophi
cated” than in other financial markets. The Congress created FNMA, FHLMC,
and GNMA specifically to enhance the mobility of mortgage funds. S. 406 miti-
gates against that mobility. )

4. While we are aware that the present bill does not require mandatory credit
allocation, nevertheless, we are fearful that if S. 406 were enacted, the next step
would be such a requirement. Our current system of specialized thrift institutions
serves the credit needs of our various housing markets quite well. To further
refine such allocation on the basis of specific localities is both unnecessary and
inimiecal to the basic system of free enterprise.

5. Implementation of 8. 406 could well necessitate increased costs for these
institutions, resulting in lower returns for depositors and stockholders, who are
also consumers. It is unfair to impose on one class of society the alleged benefits
enjoyed the entire population,

6. Credit is not a right, as implied in 8. 408, but a privilege. Under S. 406, the
institution is assumed guilty of not meeting the (non-defined) credit needs of its
(ill-defined) community and then asked to bear the burden of proving its ino¢
cence.

7. No provision is made for failing institutions. Currently, when a financial
institution is in danger of failing, the regulatory agencies generally arrange fof

that institution to be investigated or acquired by a stronger one, thus preserf!”s
the existing facilities for its current savers and customers, yet S.404, makilg
no provision for this, would obviously both discourage stronger institutions from
agreeing to such takeovers, and indefinitely delay the acquisition thereby depriv-
ing the community of financial services. .
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As stated above, while this Association shares the concern for the problems
which prompted S. 406, we feel that this bill approaches the matter in a nega-
tive rather than a positive manner. For example, as an alternative, we suggest,
to encourage community investment, that the “shared-risk” proposal of Federal
coinsurance be serlously considered, and also that “Mortgage Review Boards”
with a pooled high risk fund could be a possibility. But to specify that Federally-
chartered or insured financial institutions must earry the burden of what should
be an overall community revitalization and reinvestment program is, in our
opinion, grossly inequitable.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on 8. 406, and look forward to
presenting you with our detailed proopsals on revitalizing the cities shortly.

Thank you.

Sincerely
’ ALBERT E. ABRAHAMS,

Staff Vice President, Government Affairs.

O
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