
Fr&akXia &night Lane

COMMITTEE ON THE HISTORY OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM

Processed* IB
Date* H/15/55

«• 1921)

The papers of Franklin K# |*S*f newspaper m&n and Secretary
of the Interior under Vocdrov Viison, 4,re on dtpotlt in tfct
Library of the University of California *t Berkeley. The sa
col lec t ion de»cr.lbed heroin MMi x'ouAd i a Uis iiofed oiv f
Adolph Q< f i l l e r «nd covers the period (1921*1939) of the Franklin
K. Lane Keoorisl Fund. I t MM turned over to tins CoMkiittee on th#
History of the Feder&l Reserve S^.steo by Hrs. Lucy 3prftgu© Mitchell
end forwrded to the Ifaiverait/ of California on January 2U> 1955•

Measure of sis&*t 1 cubic foot

nuir.b^r of

The fe,pp*?nd«id purvey of thcae ptpers vm<5 iaf»d« by the iiationei
Hdoorde Management Gnunoil a t the

In addition, tlie General ^ iorr r / of the University o*
Californie reports th# posses&ion of another linger foot of a r te r ia l
incl-.iding speeches, f^rticlfts and rdgcellany given to the Bancroft
Library by Mrs» irfme in l^Ulp and A small ftaount of correspondence*

Mo speoi&l restrictions h&v© been laced on this meteri&i,
nor does u complete inventory

See le t tu r 11/15/55 froa George P. H&asaoad, director fhe General Library
s t the University °? Ctilifomia for furthar
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Franklin Knight Lane

XI - 2 -

Biographical ftote

July 15 Born, near Charlottetovn f P«E«IM Canada

1886 Graduated, University of California

Engaged in newsp&per vork early in l i f « f par t
owner and edi tor of fecoma Daily Hevs

1869 Admitted to California bar and began l av pract ice
in San Francisco

1693* Ipr« 11 Married Anne Vintenaute ( l eon)

1397-1902 Corporation counsel, San Francisco

190? Cendldfit* for Governor of C&lifornia

1905-13 Hfeiaberf I n t e r s t a t e Go&merc© Commission (ch&irsyRn
in 1913)

1913-20 Secretary of the I n t e r i o r in cabinet of Voodrov
Wilson

?ic© President , F«n^iUaericen Petroleum and
Transport Coeppny

1921, May 18 Died

See Who Was Who in America, 1397-1942, •ol« I , Marquis

N.B« Mr» Lome's appointment as Secretary of the I n t e r i o r vas in par t
a recognition of Wilson*s indebtedness to the California voters* He
led ft group of Californlana, -which included Adolph Miller and Hay
Gidney, to service in Washington.
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Franklin Knight

III ~ 3 •

Description of Serl#s

pepers i t th« University of C&llforniP Include the
previously deaeribfcd* which w m MSt to ttMH in 1955 by thi$

and fee folloving ! tests*

i s.nd isiscsllaioj presented togr
the Bancroft Library in 1947

X famous .letter to Dr« John Fialey in 1921, proposing a

8 letter® to Chester Eovell in the Bewail collection

A small group of 8.1 acelleneous Lane pepers in Etlph £•
Fhelps papers
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C O P T

PAPERS OF THE FRANKLIN KHIGHT LAKE MEMORIAL FOND

1921 - 1939

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Franklin Knight Lane (1864 • 1921) nevspuper men and attor-
ney, vho grew to smnhood in California, became Secretary of the In-
terior under President Woodrow Wilson on March 5# 1913* an office he
held until March 1, 192Q* L&ne died on May 18, 1921 leaving a widow
&nd tvo grovn children* Immediately after his death a aovesient began
among his close friends, including Franklin D. Boosevelt, Herbert
Hoover, and Adolph C» Killer to establish 8 trust fund for the vidov*

fioosevelt, Hoover and Miller bec&Eie trustees of the fund
&nd vitbin six laonths $108,000 were given to th@ fund by friend© of
Franklin Lane. A, C. Miller, acting as Treasurer of the fund, in-
vested the principal and \rsi> soon sending ita income to Mrs* Lane,

According to the provisions of the trust fund the widow
was to receive the income until her deeth at vhich time the principal
VRS to be used to establish a permanent memorial to Mr* Lme* The
three trustees seriously considered three possible memorials, a monu-
ment in the California rsdvoods, a flagpole on H&in$ Point in the
District of Columbia, and a bequest to the University of California
at Berkeley*

In 1939 the principal was transferred to the University of
California with provisions that Mrs* L&ne was to continue receiving

income from the University until her death*

The papers in this collection ar© apparently complete fro®
1921 to 1939• They cover the original donations, the payments m&d®
to Mrs* Lane, the study of a permanent memorial, end all the financial
records for the period*

Adoiph C« Miller* in vhose home the papers were found, is
the principal agent throughout the period* There are autographs of
Franklin Hoosevelt, Herbert Hoover, Julius Bosenmid, E« L* Doheny,
the largest contributor, «Taaes B» Phelan, and others on their letters
transmitting donations to the fund*

There is approximately one cubic foot of records*

A National Records Management Council Report
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c o p y

I , GQRRESPQtSDEBCE REGARDIHG IBS ORGAKIZAHOH MB OFETtATXOH OF THE
K» USE MIMGRIJU, FUND,

Le t t e r s , 1921 - 1926
SPrimarily between S i donors and A, G. Miller* rece ip t s

and r ep l i e s at tached, These ar© arranged a lphabet ical ly
by donor. Also included ar© an abs t rac t of many of the
l e t t e r s and a l i s t of donors*

2« Permanent Memorial L e t t e r s , 1921 - .19,38
The period 1921 - 1924. covers a aimorlcl in California
Hedvood grove• The period 1931 - 1938 covers a flagpole
proposed for Hains Point , D i s t r i c t of Columbia, Both of
these proposals ver©

3* b e t t e r s .Regarding the Transfer of the Fund to the Pniveraity
of CajJLforaia. 1933 - 1939

Includes Z®V®TH1 rough draf ts and tvo oopits of the f ina l
Agreement between the Fund Trustees &n& the Regents of
the University.

&• Yfes: L iab i l i t y L e t t e r s . 1926 - 193S
Covers both Mrs* Ju&ne*s . l i ab i l i ty and that of donors.

5. Iftcoae Tr&ngailt&l end Heoeipt Le t t e r s , 19.36 - 1
Routine fors l e t t e r s between Hrs* Atm.f* V« Lane
! • C. Mil ler covering t r&nss i t t a l of checks to Mrs* Lane.

IX. fimUClML RECORDS OF THE VUHD.

! • 3 ta t rues t of .Incoia^ ao^. Dlsbur.geraent^i .Franklin K* Lane
Fund. U copies) . 1 9 2 1 - 1939

^ ^ .Registert Fqn̂ d O^wned. 19^2 *• 193|8

3» Bank Statements and Cancelled ..Checks, toeric&n
Yrust Gmmm* 1921 - 1938"

National Records Manageaent Coxincll Keport
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Page 2

Um Detail Banking .Records.

Deposit Tickets and Orders to Clip Coupons, 1921 - 193B

Buy and Sell Orders, Securities, 1922 - 1938

Check Stubs, 1921 - 1939

Safety Deposit Vault Kent Receipts, 1922 - 193&

ZZZ. MISCELLANEOUS MATERZAL OH THXLXM K. UM

1. Memorial Service, June 5, 1921. (5 copies}

2. Abstracts from nevsp&pers and Vlio's % o , 192l»

3» A copy of rrndon thou.£hto on cooperation by Frenklin K. Lena*

A National Records Management Council Report
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APPRAISAL OF THE FRAHKLIH K« LANE KBiOPJAL FUND PAPERS

Although these papers, which were found In the home of Adolph C. Miller,
&dd nothing to en understanding of Franklin K. Lane, except that he had many
friends* they are a fi t t ing clisa&x to the volume of his Letters. Personal and
Poli t ical , edited by his vidov, Anne tf« Lene and Louis Herrick Wall in 1922* If
Lane's papers are s t i l l in existence, these should, in part, be added to the
collection.

A second logical depository for this group of records vould be the
0niversity of California *t 8®rk®l$y since I t gives the background of the Franklin
K* Lane Foundation, established »t Berkeley in 1939*

Hovever, i f Lane's papers no longer exist, or i f the University i s not
interested, there Is no re&son for preserving the collection* The Fund's purpose
v&s very limited in the period 1921 - 1939, and i t i s not unique fcison^ such
organisations.

Furthermore, i f i t .lo decided to prtiWTt & record of the fund, the
following i tess should b* destroyedx

Liability Lotters, 1926 - 193S, Th«ae are too sketchy
to be of value•

1-5# Income ?r*a*/it%«l and Receipt Letters, 1936 * 1933.
Koutine itema of no value.

IX«1| Stet^ient of Income and Eiflburseaants, Fr&nklin K# Lane
Heiaoricil Fund, 1921 - 1939. Destroy one copy.

II -3j Bank Statements &n£ Cancelled Checks, 1921 - 1939.
Completely reflected in Statement of Incoiae«..»»

II-4> Detailed finenci&l items reflected in Statement of Income.••

111-1} Mesoriel Service, June 5, 1921. Retain one copy.

111-2} Revap&per clippings. Sot unique.

I I I - 3 i A copy of random thoughts . . .This pe ra l lo l s i<1ees published
in Letters.

Destruction of these items would reduce the bulk by 50j£.

A Hational Records M&negement Council Report
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