T03 Miaa Adams - February 1, 1956

| v“"mou u. Burnett -

SUBJEGT: Sugeations for clarifications in Schedule B of Report of -

&bcomnﬁ.ttee on Desbrnotion of Rooorda, Jarmary 6, 1956

S Begarding Schedule B of the above report., which was your particu- ‘ :'.

' llar contribution, ‘there are e few points that strike me, on critical re—

reading, as needing clarification. v
The heading says "Types of records and other mat.erial having

. .' l historica.l value and which should be retained permanently" o Wnile the
B first part of this heading implies some leeway in cholce of what may
: be considered historical in each Federal Reserve Bank, the second part
' seems to impose an order to retain permanently. It is not quite clear

’.’ﬁ_;to m3 hov_r ons should react t o these instruction at the receivingend,

. when Bhe Manual is finelly distributed tothe Banks for action.

. Sec‘t.ion ¢

For exampla s in Seotion G is listed "Publioat:.ona for Distri-

’ i -._“'bution" '_ 1t taken 1literally one oould never throv away gg copies
’wvof o1d publications. Bnt it is impor‘bant that at least one complete "

f aeries , and preferably two, be kept of every publication ever issued
by the Bank, for the sske of the Tecord. A mote to that effect might
be addad in parenthesea. .

Sim:llarly, under “Report.a of Research Division” and under

. " "Deparbmental memoranda, studies » surveys" it seems highly queotionable

‘that a].l such st.udiea should be retained. Some are superseded by 1ater

; editiona, and gome are intended only for temporary purposes and are

f"nght-eigw as to content. Perhaps a modifying phrase could be added

such as. "to t‘orm a collection repraaentat.iva of the oerious work of the

dapartment over the yeara.‘
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' Sectton B

:'ifUnder Section B should there not be some reference to other
valuab].e file contents in the form of documents and other printed mater-

:I.al relating to the Federal Reserve System? Even if old, and out-dated

. iforre;erence .puzfposea, most of it_ should probably be retained indefinitely

. for historical -imrposéa'. I note that the phrase used in Bection I, "Hater-

OO0
-Y
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| ‘m relating to Federal Reserve branch offices ... " is broader than any-
thing included under Section H.

S:.nce obv:.ously d:.acmtion mst be allowed in judging the histore

L v:lcal value of a 1ot of material,perhaps the "mist" items could be starred
in t.he final ma.nual and the mumber of copies indicated, if desirad, and
v thua leave the other items on the list open to Judgment. The trouble |

» : _seems to ariae when one: erosses the borderline from genuine original

) ‘_ Adocuments ’ ‘like the Organization Certificate or officisl Mimbes of

e /maet:lngs, _to mat.erial of lesa inherent 1mportanca but still of historica

interest., such as departmental reports.
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