
Tuesday 
June 28, 1955 

Internal Memorandum 

Telephone Conversation with Dr+ Robert Calkins 

I called Dr. Calkins to report to him that Donald Woodward and I had 

talked with George Roberts on Friday evening, June 24-th, and had teen surprised 

and regretful to find him completely refusing to show even interest in this project 

until after he finishes his work with the National City Bank. There had been an 

assumption that his first refusal to Dr. Burgess might have been based on a desire 

not to take second place under Dr. Burgess. His statement to us indicated quite the 

contrary, that he would hesitate to act -without Dr. Burgess in command* 

He may however be interested in doing, a monograph after leaving the National 

City Bank whenever that may be. He is not yet 65. He is building up a staff prepara

tory to turning the work over to them, but thus far he has not reached the point when 

that is possible. 

Dr. Calkins was regretful but did not regard this failure as fatal. 

A letter had just come.in from him suggesting that he was becoming more and 

more enthusiastic about Mr* Saiilnier. He said that he had ridden from New York to 

Washington in a plane with Saulnier recently and had found out to his surprise that 

Saulnier had been dining with Walter Stewart almost weekly for a period before he 

took on the work of the Council. Calkins had said to Stewart that he had been in

terested in seeing how Saulnier1s interests had broadened and his grasp of situations 

had deepened. Stewart had responded enthusiastically to this and said that he himself 

thought Saulnier a very good man. Saulnier said also that he had talked -with Walter 

about this particular project and he seemed interested in it» Calkins feels that he 

may well be our historian if we go on with the main study. 

He also suggested that it might be well to get some of Saulnier1 s recent 

writings and see what it sounded like. He said that Saulnier had theories about 

writing which made sense to him, but he did not know how it would prove out in 
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practiee. (This has to dp with the fact that Calkins himself is struggling to do a 

different type of writing from what he has done previously). 

He enlarged on his statement about Walter Rostov and said that he had recently 

been at a conference of high level State Department people called by Brookings for the 

purpose of what might be regarded as executive cross-fertilization* 

Calkins himself was not present, but the report was that Eostow made an -un

favorable impression by taking too much pleasure in telling off the world. The reaction 

was that Mr. Rostov was perhaps neither as wise nor as well informed as he liked to 

think himself. The M.I.T. international unit was there at the same time so that 

Rostow was acting within his own group. 

As for Dr. Calkins1 strictures on Leonard D. White, he will think more about 

that and let us know later. 

He is very firm that we better take Mr. John Langum off the list. He hired 

him at Berkeley and was greatly disappointed in Languors perfozmanoes there. He would 

not approve Langum1 s use in this project for any purpose, as he does not think he would 

perform according to promise. 

As for Paul Samuel son whom he had discussed with Saulnier, his objection had 

been that Samuelson probably did not recognise human frailties in the monetary field, 

but Saulnier seemed to think he was growing in grace so far as human beings were con

cerned. 

He also asked about Dr. John Williams, and I told him that Stewart had sug- , 

gested that Williams be put on a "when and if11 list. It is Stewart1 s belief that 

Williams is not going to do any large scale work but is best in the spontaneous report 

and the short article. His secretary, on the other hand, has told us that she thought 

Dr. Williams would be willing to do some work on this project "if properly approached 

and allowed to choose his own subject." I reported to Dr. Calkins that I did not know 

who would be the person to approach him so as to get a favorable response, and Dr. 

Calkins said he would think about this further. 

MA: IB 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




