Tuesday
February 8, 1955
Internal iMemorsndun

Fred I, Kent Papers

I talked with Mr. Warner Kent, son of Fred I. Kent, st the Kent house
in Scarsdale this morning. I told him that we had not heard from Dr. Cole, in
spite of having written Dr. Cole zbout a month ago and following it up with a
later letter. The present report is that the head of Baker Library has gone to
Bermuda.

Mr. Kenﬁ said that, in that event, he thought that his father's papers .
should go to Princeton. It seems that he has a son named Fred I. Kent 1T who
graduated from Princeton in the class of 1924. This makes a pleasant, obvious
reason for the papers to go there. HMr. Werner Kent said further that, while he
had graduated from Harvard, he had not been very fond of Jémes Conant, Fresident
of Harvérd in that period. He regarded Mr. Conent &s 8 very cold fish and un-
cooperztive. He was therefore less sorry to have Harvard pay no attention te his
father's papers thankhe might have been under cther circumstances;

- He also said that he haed told the librarien &t New York uUniversity,
where Mr., Kent was cheimen of the Board of Directors for meny years, that he
could come up and see the business books and teke what he liked of them. There
300 -~ 500 books on various phases of business, finance end economics, end any
library would be glad to get them.

I made some suggestion that the books might very well go to Princeton
with the papers, but under the circumstances did not press this.

Among the pepers is a loose leaf bcok on fhe‘Gold Pool of 1914 in vhich
#ir. Kent was active. Mr., Kent's own desire was that this go back to the Bankers'
Trust Company, but his son sees no resson why we should not have it with the papers

for Princeton. It is a valueble memorandum of that particular activity.
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Miss Warden, the secretery, has sorted and catalogued a great deal of the
periodicel material, and it is tied awﬁiting shipment. After considerable conver-
setion sbout &1l the thirngs that remain to be done, Miss Warden zsked vhether
the Kent estete would keep her on for enother month and let her continue to sort
correspondence and catalogue. Mr. Warner Kent esgreed immediztely that there would
be ﬁo difficulty whatscever. This will be a great help, es Miss Werden now knows
in general whet is valusble and whset not. <1he danger ig thet she will throw awey
things which should be kept, but aside from discarding innumerable short notes of
thanks for speeches sent, I have suggested that she keep everything in the wey of
corréspondence vhich is now in the house. This includes several folders of
early correspondence which looks extremely valusble and a great mass of assorted
materiel which was pulled out of drawers and set zside &s valuable in the first
day or so of going through these papers.

T suggested that she sort them according to categories or correspcndence
s she pleased. However she does it, the job will be neatly done and usefui.

On returning to the office, I spoke 1o Er. Lester Chandler, who told me
some time ago that the Internationzl Finance Secticn of the Frinceton Library
would be glad to have the Kent papers. Dr. Chandler will see Gardner Patterson .
ebout them this evening and will make sure thet & letter is sent to Mr. Kent about
them as soon as possible. The Harverd delsy makes more than ever necessary quiCk
action on the part of Princeton.

The vaiue of this collection is not for any perticularly broad grasp of
the financiai or economic situation possessed by Mr. ¥ent, but as an examnle of the
working pspers of an expert in foreign exchange metters. They have innumersble
interesting sidelights, and Mr. Kent was & person of 2 greet many interests, but
for a financial library, it is the close operating detail of the period which is

of velue, or at least that is the way it looks from where I sit et the moment.
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Certainly, from the point of view of this Committee, Mr. Kent's activities during
the war and in the early 1920's are the vitel things. If we can get these papers
where they can be used by students, they will fill in a very importent, highily

specialized chapter.
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