
S P E E C H E S 
D E L I V E R E D B Y 

H. CLAY, OF KENTUCKY, 

In the Senate of the United States, on the 19th of August, 1841 , 

THE MESSAGE OF PRESIDENT TYLER, RETURNING THE BANK BILL, WITH HIS VETO, 
A N D 

IN REPLY TO MR. RIVES, DEPENDING THE MESSAGE 

Mr. C L A Y , of Kentucky, rose and addressed the Senate as follows : 
Mr. P R E S I D E N T : T h e bill which forms the present subject of our deliberations 

had passed both Houses of Congress by decisive majorities, and, in conformity 
with the requirement of the Constitution, was presented to the President of the 
U n i t e d States for his consideration- He has returned it to the Senate , in which it 
originated, according to the direction of the Constitution, with a message announc­
ing his veto of the bill, and containing his objections to its passage. And the 
quest ion now to be decided is, Shall the bill pass, by the required constitutional 
majority of two-thirds, the President's objections notwithstanding? 

Knowing , sir, but too well that no such majority can be obtained, and that the 
bill must fall, I would have been rejoiced to have found myself at liberty to abstain 
from saying one word on this painful occasion. But the President has not allow-
e d me to give a silent vote. I think, with all respect and deference to him, he has 
not reciprocated the friendly spirit of concession and compromise which animated 
Congress in the provisions of this bill, and especially in the modification of the 
s ixteenth fundamental condition of the bunk. He has commented I think with 
undeserved severity on that part of the bill ; he has used, I am sure unintention­
a l ly , harsh, it not reproachful, language; and he has made the very concession 
ivhirh was prompted as a peace offering, and from friendly considerations the 

the obligation oi at least aijemp;i,W the vindication of a measure which has met 
with a fate so unmerited and so unexpected. ^ "•* ' ' 

On the fourth of,April last the lamented Harrison, tl it'President of the United 
States , paid the ^ebt o'f NaMire. President T^yler, who, WJ Vice President, suc­
ceeded to the ;*uii^ of that of f ice ^/tjv^dVn (1*c ei'y of Washiqgfon on the sixth of 
that month. * rf<V found the -rh'ji'r V.etropolb Vrupt in gloom ,r-3 very heart filled 
with sorrow and sadness, every eye streaming with tears, and the surrounding hills 
yet flinging buck thj ??ho of the bell; whrcyi were tolled on that melancholy occa­
sion. On entering the"Pr^s>den\'ut 'm^psioh hn cfWrir.pftited the pale body of his 
predecessor stretched betore him, and clothed in the black habiliments of death. 
At that solemn moment I have no doubt that the heart of President Ty ler was 
overflowing with mingled emotions of grief, of patriotism, and of gratitude—above 
all, of gratitude to that country by a majority of whose suffrages, bestowed at the 
preceding November, he then stood the mpst distinguished, the most elevated, the 
most honored of all living Whigs of the United States. 

tt was under these circumstances, and in this probable state of mind, that Presi­
dent Tyler , on the tenth day of the same month of April, voluntarily promulgated 
an Address to the People of the United States. That Address was in the nattfre 
of a coronation oath, which the Chief of the State, in other countries, and under 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



o 

other forms, takes, upon ascending: the throne. It referred to the solemn obliga­
t ions, and the profound sense of duty , under which the new Pres iden t entered 
upon the high trust which had devolved upon him, by the joint acts of the Peop le 
and of Providence , and it stated the principles and delineated the policy by which 
he would be governed in his exalted station. It was emphatically a Whig Address, 
from beginning to end—every inch of it was Whiz , and was patriotic. 

In that Address the Pres ident , in respect to the 'subject-matter embraced in the 
present bill, held the following conclusive and emphat ic language: 

'* I shall promptly give my sanction to any constitutional impure which, originating %n 
Congress, shall have for its object the restoration of a sound circulating medium, so essentially 
necessary to give confidence in all the transactions of life, to secure to industry its just and 
adequate rewards, and to re-establish the public prosperity. In deciding upon the adaptation 
of any such measure to the end proposed, as ivll a* ifs conformity to the Constitution, I sball 
resort to the Fathers of the great Republican school for advice and instruction, to be drawn from 
their sage views of our system of government, and the li^ht of their ever glorious example." 

T o this clause in the Address of the Pres ident , I believe, but one interpreta­
tion was given throughout this whole country, by friend and foe, by Whig and De­
mocrat , and by the presses of both parties. It was, bv everv man with whom I 
conversed on the subject at the time of its appearance , or of whom I have since 
inquired, construed to mean that the Pres ident intended to occupy the Madison 
ground, and to regard the question of the power to establish a national bank as im­
movably settled. And I think I may confidently appeal to the Sena te , and to the 
country, to sustain the fact that this was trie contemporaneous and unanimous judg­
ment of the public. Rever t ing back to the period of the promulgation of the Ad­
dress , could any other construction have been given to its language ? W h a t is i t? 
*' I shall\ promptly give my sanction to any constiiutional measure which, origi­
nating in Congress," shall have certain dVfmed objects in view. H e concedes 
the vital importance of a sound circulating medium to industry and to the public 
prosperi ty. He concedes that its origin must be in Congress. And, lo prevent 
any inference from the qualification which he prefixes to the measure, being in­
terpreted to mean that a United States Bank was unconstitutional, he declares 
that , in deciding on the adaptation of the measure to the end proposed, and its 
conformity to the Constitution, he will resort to the Fathers of the ereat Republ i ­
can school. And ivho were they 1 If the Father of his Countrv is to be excluded, 
are Madison, (the Father of the C j,*siiun:oiip) JuTerson, Monroe, Ger ry , Gal la t in , 
and the long list of Republican* * l»o acted with .hem, not to be regarded as among 
those Fa the r s? But President T y k e declares no, r.n'*- -hat he should appeal to 
them for advice and instruction, but to the light of thei- e v - r elorious E X A M P L E . 
W h a t e x a m p l e ! *Vhat other meaning could have been posriblv applied to the 
phrase , than that he intended *o i v h r t c wh-M ^ad been done d u n g the adminis­
trations of Jefler^on, Madison, and Monroe I 

Enter ta in ing mis opinion of the Address , I came to Washington, at the c o m ­
mencement of tne session, v i th tne mo-t c o n s e n t an J biiovant hopes that t h e 
Whigs would be able to ca;ry all ihe.r p:xmu;e.i : mrasi:n:s , m d especially a B a n k 
of the United States, by far that one of the greatest immediate importance, I 
anticipated nothing but cordial co-operation between the two depar tmen t s of 
Government ; and [ reflected with pleasure that I should find at the head of the 
Execut ive branch a personal and political friend, whom I had long and in t imate ly 
known, and highly es teemed. It will not be mv fault if our amicable re la t ions 
should unhappily cease, in consequence of any difference of opinion between us on 
this occasion. T h e Pres iden t has been always perfectly familiar with my opinion 
on this bank question. 

Upon the opening of the session, but especially on the receipt of the plan of a n a ­
tional bank, as proposed by the Secre tary of the T r e a s u r y , fears were excited tha t 
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t h e P r e s i d e n t had been misunderstood in his Addres s , and that he had not waived 
b u t a d h e r e d to his const i tut ional scruples . U n d e r these c i r cums tances it was hoped 
t h a t , by the indulgence of a mutual spiri t of compromise and concess ion , a b a n k , 
c o m p e t e n t to fulfil the expec ta t ions and satisfy the wants of the P e o p l e , might he 
e s t a b l i s h e d . 

U n d e r the influence of that spiri t , the Sena t e and the H o u s e ag reed , 1st, as to 
t h e n a m e of the proposed bank . 1 confess, sir , that there was something e x c e e d ­
i n g l y outree and revolt ing to my ears in the te rm *' Fiscal Bank ; " hut I thought , 
*4 W h a t is t he re in a name \ A rose , hy any o the r n a m e , would smell as s w e e t / * 
L o o k i n g , therefore , r a the r to the utility of the substant ia l faculties than to the n a m e 
o f the con templa t ed insti tution, we consented to that which was proposed . 

2 , A s to the place of location oi the bank . Al though Wash ing ton had passed 
t h r o u g h my mind as among the cities in which it might be exped ien t to place the 
b a n k , it was bel ieved to be the least eligible of some ihuv or five o ther c i t ies . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , we consented to fix it here . 

A n d , las t ly , in respect to the b ranching power , t he re was not p robab ly a sol i tary 
v o t e g iven in e i ther House of Congress for the bill that did not grea t ly prefer the 
unqual i f ied b ranch ing power , as asserted in the char te r s of the two former B a n k s 
o f the Un i t ed S t a t e s , to the s ixteenth fundamental condi t ion , as finally incorpora ­
t e d hi this hi l l . I t is perfecily manifest , the re fore , that it was not in conformity 
wi th the opin ion and wish of majori t ies in Congre s s , but in a friendly spir i t of 
conces s ion towards the P r e s i d e n t and his par t icu lar friends, that the c lause a s sum­
e d tha t form. So repugnant was it to some of the best friends of a nat ional b a n k 
in the o ther H o u s e , that they finally voted against the bill because it con ta ined 
that c o m p r o m i s e of the branching power* 

I t is t rue that , in present ing the compromise to the S e n a t e , I s t a ted , as was the 
fact , that I did not know whe ther it would be accep tab le to the P r e s i d e n t 
o r not ; that , accord ing to my opinion, each d e p a r t m e n t of the G o v e r n m e n t should 
a c t upon its own responsibi l i ty , i ndependen t ly of the o the r ; and that I p resen ted 
t h e modification of the branching power because it was necessary to ensure the 
pas sage of the bill in the S e n a t e , having ascer ta ined that the vote would s tand 2 6 
aga ins t it to 2 5 , if the form of that power which had been repor ted by the commi t ­
t e e were persisted in. B u t T never theless did en te r ta in the most confident hopes 
a n d expec ta t ions that the bill would receive the sanct ion of the P r e s i d e n t ; and 
th is mot ive , al though not the immedia te one , had great weight in the int roduct ion 
a n d adopt ion of the compromise clause. I knew that our friends who would not 
v o t e for the bill as repor ted were ac tua ted , a* they avowed , by cons idera t ions of 
u n i o n and h a r m o n y , growing out of supposed v iews of the P r e s i d e n t , and I p r e -
Binned that he would not fail to feel and app rec i a t e their sacrifices. But I deeply 
r e g r e t that we were mis taken. Notwi ths tanding all our concess ions , m a d e in a 
g e n u i n e and s incere spirit of conci l iat ion, the sanct ion of the P r e s i d e n t could not 
tie ob ta ined , and the hill has been re tu rned by him with his object ions . 

A n d I shall now proceed to consider those objec t ions , with as much brevi ty as 
poss ib le , but with the most perfect respec t , official and persona l , towards the Chie f 
M a g i s t r a t e . 

Af te r s ta t ing that the power of Congress to establish a nat ional h a n k , to ope ra t e 
per sc , has been a cont rover ted quest ion from the origin of the G o v e r n m e n t , the 
P r e s i d e n t r e m a r k s ; 

** Men moot justly and deservedly esteemed for their high intellectual endowments, their vir­
tue and their patriotism, have, in regard to it, entertained different and conflicting: opinions. 
Congresses have differed. The approval of one President has been followed by the disapproval 
of another-" ^ 

F r o m this s t a t ement of j j* r ^*f?^ \ t
? u \ay ,b©^infer red tha t the P r e s i d e n t considers 

t h e we igh t of a u t h o r i t y / p r o and cd ,^ ju> be equa> and balanced. But if he in­
t e n d e d to m a k e such ^6 a r ray of it—-If he in tended lo say that it was in equilib* 
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r ium—I must respectfully, but most decidedly, dissent from him. 1 think the con* 
joint testimony of history, tradition, and the knowledge of living witnesses prove 
the contrary. How stands the question as to tin* opinion of Congresses ? T h e 
Congress uf 1 7 9 1 , the Congress of 1813-* J 4 , the Congress of IS 1 5 - ' 1 6 , the Con­
gress of 18?J1—'32, and, finally, the present Congress, have "11 respectively and 
unequivocally affirmed the existence of a power in Congress to establish a na­
tional bank to operate per se* W e behold, then, the concurrent opinion oi five 
different Congresses on one side. And what Congress is there on the opposite 
side'? T h e Congress of 1811 ? I was a member of the Senate in that year , when 
it decided, by the casting vote of the Vice President, against the renewal of the 
charter of the old Bank of the United States, And I now here, in my place , add 
to the testimony already before the public, by declaring that it is within my cer­
tain knowledge that that decision of the Senate did not proceed from a disbelief 
of a majority of the Senate in the power of Congress to establish a national bank, 
but from combined considerations of expediency and constitutionality. A major­
ity of the Senate , on the contrary, as 1 know, entertained no doubt as to the power 
of Congress. Thus the account, as to Congresses, stands five for and not one , or, 
at most, not more than one, against the power. 

Let us now look into the state of authority derivable from the opinions of Pres­
idents of the United States. President Washington believed in the power of 
Congress , and approved a bank bill. President Jefferson approved acts to ex­
tend branches into other parts of the United States , and to punish counterfeiters 
of the notes of the bank—acts which were devoid of all justification whatever 
upon the assumption of the unconstitutionality of the bank. For how could 
branches be extended or punishment he lawfully indicted upon the counterfeiters 
of the paper of a corporation which came into existence without any authority, 
and in violation of the Constitution of the land? James Madison, notwithstand­
ing those early scruples which he had entertained, and which he probably still 
cherished, sanctioned and signed a bill to charter the late Bank of the United 
States. it is perfectly well known that Mr. Monroe never did entertain any scru­
ples or doubts in regard to the power of Congress. Here, then, are four Presi­
dents of the United States who have directly or collaterally borne official testi­
mony to the existence of the bank power in Congress. \ n d what President is 
there that ever bore unequivocally opposite testimony—that disapproved a bank 
charter in the sense intended by President T y l e r ? General Jackson, although 
lie did apply the veto power to the bill for reehartering the late Bank of the Uni ­
ted States in 1832, it is within the perfect recollection of us nil that he not only 
testified to the utility of a Bank of the United States, but declared that, if he had 
been applied to hy Congress, he could have furnished the plan of such a bank. 

T h u s , Mr* President, we perceive that, in reviewing the a n i o n of the Leg i s la ­
tive and Executive departments of the (government, there is a vast preponderance 
of the weight of authority maintaining the existence of the power in Congress* 
But President T y l e r has, I presume unintentionally, wholly omitted to notice the 
judgment and decisions of the third co-ordinate department of the Government 
upon this controverted question—-that department whose interpretations of the 
Constitution, within its proper jurisdiction and sphere of action, are binding upon 
all ; and which, therefore, may be considered as exercising a controlling power 
over both the other departments. T h e Supreme Court of the United States , with 
its late Chief Justice, the illustrious Marshall, at its head, unanimously decided 
that Congress possessed this bank power; and this adjudication was sustained and 
reaffirmed whenever afterwards the question arose before the court. 

After recounting the occasions, during his public career, on which he bad e x ­
pressed an opinion against the power of Congress to charter a Bank of the Uni ted 
States , the President proceeds to say : " Entertaining the opinions alluded to f 
and having taken this oath, the Senate and the country will see that I could not 
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g i v e m y sanc t ion to a measure o f the charac te r desc r ibed w i t h o u t s u r r e n d e r i n g a l l 
c l a i m to the respect o f honorab le m e n — a l l con f idence on the pa r t o f the Peop le -— 
a l l s e l f - r e s p e c t — a l l regard for m o r a l and re l ig ious ob l iga t ions ; w i t h o u t an obser ­
v a n c e o f w h i e n no G o v e r n m e n t can be p rosperous , and no peop le can be h a p p y . 
I t w o u l d he to c o m m i t a crime w h i c h I wou ld not w i l f u l l y c o m m i t to ga in any 
e a r t h l y r e w a r d , and w h i c h wou ld justly sub jec t me to the r i d i cu le and scorn o f a l l 
v i r t u o u s m e n / 1 ' 

M r . P r e s i d e n t , I must t h i n k , and hope 1 may he a l l o w e d to say , w i t h p r o f o u n d 
d e f e r e n c e to the C h i e f M a g i s t r a t e , that it appears to me he has v i ewed w i t h too 
l i v e l y sens ib i l i t y the personal consequences to h i m s e l f o f his a p p r o v a l o f the b i l l ; 
a n d t ha t , s u r r e n d e r i n g h imse l f to a v i v i d i m a g i n a t i o n , he has dep i c t ed t hem in 
m u c h too g l o w i n g and exaggerated colors ; and that i t wou ld have been most happy 
i f he had l ooked more to the dep lo rab le consequences o f a ve to upon the hopes, 
t h e in te res ts , and the happiness o f his coun t r y - Does it f o l l ow that a mag is t ra te 
w h o y i e l d s his p r i va te j u d g m e n t to the c o n c u r r i n g a u t h o r i t y o f numerous dec is ions , 
r e p e a t e d l y and de l i be ra te l y p r o n o u n c e d , a f ter the lapse o f l ong i n t e r v a l s , by a l l 
t h e d e p a r t m e n t s o f G o v e r n m e n t , and by a l l pa r t i es , incurs the d read fu l pena l t ies 
d e s c r i b e d by the P res iden t ? C a n any man be d isg raced and d i shonored w h o 
y i e l d s his p r i va te op in i on to the j u d g m e n t oi the n a t i o n ? I n this case, the c o u n ­
t r y , (1 mean a m a j o r i t y , ) Congress , and , a c c o r d i n g to c o m m o n f ame , a u n a n i ­
m o u s cab ine t , were a l l un i ted in favor o f the b i l l . Shou ld any man feel h i m s e l f 
h u m b l e d and degraded in vi#dditjLT 1O the con jo in t force o f such h igh a u t h o r i t y ? 
D o e s any m a n , w h o , at one per iod o f his l i fe shal l have expressed a p a r t i c u l a r 
o p i n i o n , and at a subsequent pe r iod .shall act upon the oppos i te o p i n i o n , expose 
h i m s e l f to the te r r i b le consequences w h i c h have been p o r t r a y e d by the P r e s i d e n t ? 
H o w is it w i t h the j u d g e , in the case by no means ran?, w h o bows to the a u t h o r i t y 
o f repea ted p receden ts , se t t l ing a pa r t i cu la r ques t i on , wh i l s t , in his p r i v a t e j u d g ­
m e n t , the law was o the rw ise I H o w is i t w i t h that numerous class o f pub l i c men 
i n th is c o u n t r y , and w i t h the two great par t ies that have d i v i d e d i t , w h o , at d i f fe r ­
en t pe r iods , have ma in ta ined and acted on oppos i te op in ions in respect to th is 
v e r y bank quest ion 1 

H o w is it w i t h James M a d i s o n , the Fa the r o f the C o n s t i t u t i o n that g rea t m a n 
whose serv ices to his coun t r y p laced h i m on l y second to W a s h i n g t o n whose v i r ­
tues and p u r i t y in p r i va te l i f e — w h o s e p a t r i o t i s m , i n te l l i gence , and w i s d o m in pub ­
l i c counc i l s stand unsurpassed X H e was a m e m b e r o f the N a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n 
t ha t f o r m e d , and o f the V i r g i n i a C o n v e n t i o n that a d o p t e d , the Cons t i t u t i on * N o 
m a n unders tood it bet ter than he d i d . l i e was opposed in 1 7 9 1 to the es tab l ish­
m e n t o f the B a n k o f the U n i t e d States upon cons t i t u t i ona l g round ; a n d , in 1 8 1 6 , 
h o approved and signed the char te r o f the late B a n k o f the U n i t e d States. I t is 
a pa r t o f the secret h is tory connec ted w i t h the first b a n k , tha t James M a d i s o n h a d , 
at the instance o f G e n e r a l W a s h i n g t o n , p repa red a ve to for h i m in the con t i ngen ­
cy o f his r e j ec t i on o f the b i l k T h u s stood James M a d i s o n w h e n , in 1 8 1 5 , he a p ­
p l i e d the veto to a b i l l to char te r a bank upon cons idera t ions o f e x p e d i e n c y , but 
w i t h a c lear and express admiss ion o f the ex is tence o f a cons t i tu t i ona l p o w e r in 
Congress to char te r one. I n l S K i , the b i l l w h i c h was then presented to h i m be ing 
XVVQ f r o m the ob jec t ions app l i cab le to that o f the p rev ious y e a r , he sanct ioned and 
s igned i t . H i d James Mad ison su r render *L a l ! c l a i m to the respect o f honorab le 
r i ien a l l conf idence on the par t o f the Peop le a l l se l f - r espec t—a l l regard fot 
m o r a l and re l ig ious ob l iga t ions V 1 D i d the pu re , the v i r t uous , the g i f ted J a m e s 
M a d i s o n , by his sanct ion and s igna tu re to the cha r te r o f the late Bank o f the U n i -
<ed S ta les , c o m m i t a n u M i ; w h i c h justly sub jec ted h im " to the r id i cu le and scorn 
o f a l l v i r t uous men ? " 

N o t on l y d id the President, , as it respec t fu l l y appears to m o , state e n t i r e l y too 
s t r o n g l y the consequences o f his a p p r o v a l o f the b i l l , bu t is he pe r fec t l y co r rec t in 
t r e a t i n g the r juestion (as be seems to me to have done) w h i c h he was cal led upon 
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io dec ide , as present ing the sole alternative .of \a^ d irect approval or rejection of 
the bill I W a s the preserva t ion of the conn ivency -Mid the conscience of the P re s i ­
den t wholly i r reconci lable with the restoration of the blessings oi' a sound curren­
cy , regular and modera te exchanges , and the revival of confidence and business 
which Congress bel ieves will he secured by a nat ional b a n k ? W a s the re no a l ­
t e rna t ive but to prolong the sufferings ol" n bleedino country , or to send us this 
v e t o ? F r o m the adminis t ra t ion of the K^eeut ive depa r tmen t of the G o v e r n m e n t , 
dur ing the last twelve y e a r s , \\n< sprung im-M of the public ills which have afflict-
e j (he P e o p l e . W a s it necessary that that source of >offering should cont inue to 
op; r a t e , in order to preserve the conscience of the P re s ide l unviolated ? Was 
t tilt the only sad and deplorable a l ternat ive ? I th ink, Mr . P r e s iden t , t he re were 
o the r a l ternat ives worthy of the serious and patriotic consideration of the P res i ­
den t . T h e bill might have become a law in virtue of the provision which requi red 
its re turn within ten days . If the P res iden t had retained it three days longer, it 
would have been a law without his sanct ion and without his signature- I n such a 
cont ingencyj tin; I*resident would have remained passive, and would not h a v e been 
liable to any accusat ion c.f having himself violated the Constitution* AH that could 
have been jus t ly said would be , thai he did nut choose to throw himself in the way 
a* an obstacle to the passage ot a measure indispensable to the prosper i ty of the 
nat ion, in the judgmen t of the party winch brought him into power , of the Whig 
Congress which he first met , and, if* public fame speaks t rue , of the Cab ine t which 
the lamented Har r i son railed around him, ami which he voluntarily cont inued. 
I n an analogous case , T h o m a s M c K e a n , when Governor of P e n n s y l v a n i a , than 
whom the; Uni ted S ta tes have produced but few men of equal vijjor of mind and 
firmness of purpose , permit ted a hill to become a law- al though, in his opinion, it 
was cont rary to the Consti tut ion ot that S tan . And I have heard , and, from the 
c redi tab le nature of the source , I am inclined to be l ieve , al though I will not vouch 
for the fact, that , towards tin: close of the char ter of the first Bank ot' (he Uni ted 
S t a t e s , dur ing the second term of Mr. Jefferson, some considerat ion of the q u e s ­
tion of the renewal of the char ie r was entertain* d, and that he expressed a wish 
that , if the char ie r were r enewed , it might be effected by tin: opera t ion of the t e n 
d a y s ' provision, and his consistency thus p rese rved . 

If it were possible to disinter tin1 venera ted remains of J a m e s JMadison, r e a n i ­
mate his perishing form, and place him once more in that chair of state which he 
so much adorned , what would have been his course , if ibis hill had been p resen ted 
to h im, even supposing him never to have announced his acquiescence in the se t ­
tled j udgmen t of the na t ion? H e would have said that human controversy in r e ­
gard to a single question should not be pe rpe tua l , and ought to have a termination^ 
T h i s , about the power to establish a Rank of the Uni ted S ta t e s , has been long 
enough cont inued. Tin* nat ion, under all the forms of its public act ion, lias often 
and de l ibera te ly decided it- A b a n k , and associated financial and cur rency q u e s ­
t ions, which had long slept, were revived arid have divided the nation dur ing t h e 
last ten yea r s of arduous and bitter slru^rvde ; and the par ty which put down the 
bank , and which occasioned all the disorders in our cu r rency and finances, has i t ­
self been signally put down by one of those great moral and political revolut ions 
which a free and patr iot ic P e o p l e can but seldom arouse itself to m a k e . H u m a n 
infallibility has not been granted by God ; and the chances of er ror a re m u c h 
g rea te r on the side of one man than en that of the majority of a whole P e o p l e and 
their successive Leg i s l a tu res during a long period of t ime, 1 yield to the i r res is t ­
ible force of au thor i ty . I will not put myself in opposit ion to a measure so i m p e r ­
atively d e m a n d e d by the publ ic voice, and so essential to e levate my depressed a n d 
suffering c o u n t r y m e n . 

And why should not P r e s i d e n t T y l e r have suffered the bill to b e c o m e a l a w 
without his s ignature ? Wi thou t meaning the slightest possible d is respect to h i m , 
(nothing is further from my hear t than the exhibit ion of any such feeling t o w a r d s 
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t h a t d i s t i n g u s h e d c i t izen, long my persona l fr iend,) it canno t be forgot ten tha t he 
c a m e in to his p re sen t office under pecul iar c i r c u m s t a n c e s . T h e P e o p l e did not 
f o r e s e e the c o n t i n g e n c y which lias h a p p e n e d . T h e y voted for him as V i c e P r e ­
s i d e n t . T h e y did not , the re fore , scru t in ize his opin ions with the ca re which they 
p r o b a b l y ough t to have d o n e , and would have d o n e , if they could have looked into 
f u t u r i t y * If the p resen t s ta te of the fact could have been a n t i c i p a t e d — i f at H a r -
r i s b u r g , or at the polls, it had been foreseen that G e n e r a l H a r r i s o n would die in 
o n e s h o r t month after the c o m m e n c e m e n t of his admin is t ra t ion ; that V i c e P r e s i ­
d e n t T y l e r would he e l eva ted to the P re s iden t i a l cha i r ; that a bill, passed by d e -
c i s i v e major i t ies of tiie first W h i g C o n g r e s s , c h a r t e r i n g a nat ional b a n k , would 
b e p r e s e n t e d for his sanct ion ; and that he would ve to the b i l l—do 1 hazard any 
t h i n g w h e n 1 e x p r e s s the convict ion that he would not h a v e r ece ived a so l i ta ry 
v o t e in the nomina t ing C o n v e n t i o n , nor one so l i ta ry e lec tora l vo te in a n y S t a t e 
i n t h e U n i o n 1 

S h a l l i be told tha t the honor , the firmness, the i n d e p e n d e n c e of the C h i e f M a ­
g i s t r a t e might have been d r a w n in quest ion if he had r e m a i n e d pas s ive , and so 
p e r m i t t e d the bill to b e c o m e a law ? 1 a n s w e r that the office of Ch ie f M a g i s t r a t e 
is a s a c r e d and exa l t ed t rus t , c r ea t ed and confer red for the benefit of the n a t i o n , 
a n d no t for the p r i va t e a d v a n t a g e of the person who fills it* C a n a n y m a n ' s r e p ­
u t a t i o n for firmness, i n d e p e n d e n c e , and honor , be of more i m p o r t a n c e than the 
w e l f a r e of a grea t P e o p l e / T h e r e is no th ing , in my h u m b l e - j u d g m e n t , in such :-* 
c o u r s e , i ncompa t ib l e with honor , with f irmness, with i n d e p e n d e n c e , p r o p e r l y u n ­
d e r s t o o d * C e r t a i n l y , L must respectful ly th ink , in r e fe rence to a m e a s u r e l ike th is , 
r e c o m m e n d e d by such high s a n c t i o n s — b y five C o n g r e s s e s — b y the au thor i ty of 
four P r e s i d e n t s — b y repea ted decisions of the S u p r e m e C o u r t — b y the acqu i e scence 
a n d j u d g m e n t of the P e o p l e of the Uni ted S l a t e s dur ing long per iods of t i m e — b y 
i t s s a lu t a ry ope ra t ion on the in teres ts of the c o m m u n i t y for a s p a c e of forty y e a i s , 
a n d d e m a n d e d by the P e o p l e whose suffrages p laced P r e s i d e n t T y l e r in that s ec ­
o n d office from w h e n c e he was t rans la ted to the first, that he might have s u p ­
p r e s s e d the p rompt ings of all persona l pr ide of p r iva te op in ion , if a n y a rose in 
h i s bosom, and y ie lded to the wishes and wants of his c c u n t r y . N o r do 1 be ­
l i e v e tha t , in such a course , lie would have m a d e the smallest sacr if ice, in a just 
tsenso, of personal hen >r, f irmness, or i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

Bur , sir, there was still a third a l t e rna t ive , to which I a l lude, not because I mean 
to i n t ima te that it should be e m b r a c e d , but because I am r eminded of M by a m e ­
m o r a b l e even t in the life of P r e s i d e n t T y l e r . It will be recol lec ted tha t , after 
t h e S e n a t e had passed the resolut ion dec la r ing the r e m o v a l of tin* publ ic depos i t e s 
f ront the late Bank of the Uni ted S t a t e s to have been d e r o g a t o r y from the C o n ­
s t i t u t i on and laws of the* Uni ted S t a t e s , tor which resolut ion P r e s i d e n t , then S e n ­
a t o r , T y l e r had voted , the G e n e r a l Assembly of Virginia ins t ructed the S e n a t o r s 
f rom that S l a t e to vote for the expung ing of that resolut ion. S e n a t o r T y l e r d e ­
c l ined voting in conformity with that ins t ruct ion, and res igned his sea t in the S e n ­
a t e of the Uni ted S t a t e s . T h i s he did because he could not conform, and did not 
t h i n k it r ight to go coun te r , to the wishers of those who bad p laced him in the Sen* 
rile. If, when the P e o p l e of Vi rg in ia , or the G e n e r a l Assembly of Virginia wore 
his only cons t i t uency , he would not set e.p his own pa r t i cu la r opinion in oppos i ­
t ion to the i r s , what omjht \o be the r ide of ins conduct when the People* of t w e n t y -
six S t a t e s — a whole n a t i o n — c o m p o s e his c o n s t i t u e n c y ? Is the will of the c o n ­
s t i t u e n c y of one S t a t e to be r e spec ted , and that of twenty-s ix to be wholly d i s r e ­
g a r d e d f I s obed i ence due only to the single S t a t e of Virginia ? T h e P r e s i d e n t 
a d m i t s tha t the bank ques t ion deep ly agi ta ted and cont inues to agi tate the na t ion . 
I t is incon tes tab le that it was the g r e a t , absorb ing , and control l ing ques t ion , in all 
o u r r e c e n t divis ions and exer t ions , T am firmly conv inced , and it is my de l iber ­
a t e j u d g m e n t , that an immense major i ty , not less than two- th i rds of the na t ion , 
d e s i r e such an inst i tut ion. Alt doub t s in this respec t ought to be dispel led by the 
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recent dec is ions of the two H o u s e s of Congre s s , I s p e a k of them as evidence of 
p o p u l a r opinion. I n the H o u s e of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , the major i ty was 1 3 1 to 100 . 
If t h e House had been full, and but for #the modificat ion of the 16th f u n d a m e n t a l 
cond i t ion , t he re would h a v e been a p robab le major i ty of 4 7 . I s it to be be l ieved 
tha t this large major i ty of the i m m e d i a t e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the P e o p l e , fresh from 
a m o n g s t t h e m , and to whom the P r e s i d e n t s e e m e d incl ined, in his o p e n i n g mes ­
s a g e , to refer this ve ry ques t ion , have mis t aken the wishes of their c o n s t i t u e n t s ? 

I pass to the s ix teen th fundamenta l condi t ion , in respec t to the b r a n c h i n g pow­
e r , on which I regre t to feel myself obl iged to say that I th ink the P r e s i d e n t has 
c o m m e n t e d with u n e x a m p l e d s eve r i t y , and with a ha r shness oi l a n g u a g e no t fa­
vo rab le to the m a i n t e n a n c e of that friendly and ha rmon ious in te rcourse which is 
so des i r ab le be tween co -o rd ina te d e p a r t m e n t s of the G o v e r n m e n t . T h e P r e s i ­
d e n t could not have been un informed that every one of the twen ty - s ix S e n a t o r s , 
and e v e r y one of the hundred and th i r t y -one R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s who vo ted for the 
bill , if left to his own s e p a r a t e wishes , would have prefer red the b r a n c h i n g power 
to have been confer red uncond i t iona l ly , as it was in the cha r t e r s of t he t w o for­
mer B a n k s of the Uni ted S ta tes - In consen t ing to the res t t ic t ions u p o n t h e e x ­
e rc i se of tha t p o w e r , he must h a v e been perfec t ly a w a r e tha t they w e r e a c t u a t e d 
by a fr iendly spir i t of c o m p r o m i s e and concess ion . Yet nowhe re in his message 
d o e s he r e c i p r o c a t e or r e tu rn th is spir i t . S p e a k i n g of the assent o r d i ssen t 
which the c lause r equ i r e s , he says : ** T h i s iron rule is to give way to no c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s — i t is u n b e n d i n g and inflexible. I t is the language of the m a s t e r to the 
vassal- An uncondi t iona l a n s w e r is c la imed forthwith.4" T h e tfc high p r i v i l e g e " 
of a submission of the ques t ion , on the par t of the S t a t e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , to their 
cons t i t uen t s , accord ing to the m e s s a g e , is denied* H e puts the cases of the p o p ­
u la r b r anch of the S t a t e L e g i s l a t u r e expres s ing its d issent *fc by a u n a n i m o u s v o t e , 
and its resolut ion m a y be defea ted by a tie vote in the S e n a t e , " and ** both b r a n c h ­
es of the L e g i s l a t u r e may concur in a resolut ion of dec ided d issent , and y e t the 
G o v e r n o r may exe r t the veto p o w e r conferred on him by the S t a t e Cons t i t u t i on , 
and the i r legislat ive act ion be d e f e a t e d / ' *' T h e S t a t e may a f t e rwards protest 
aga ins t such unjust in fe rence , hut its au thor i ty is gone." T h e P r e s i d e n t c o n t i n ­
ues : " T o inferences so v io len t , a n d , as t hey s e e m to m e , irrational, I cannot 
yield my consen t . No cour t of j u s t i ce would or could sanc t ion t h e m , wi thou t r e ­
ve r s ing all tha t is es tab l i shed in jud ic ia l p r o c e e d i n g , by in t roduc ing p r e s u m p t i o n s 
at variance with fact, and inferences at the, expense of reason. A S t a t e in a c o n ­
di t ion of du re s se would be p r e s u m e d to s p e a k as an ind iv idua l , manac led and in 
p r i son , might be p r e s u m e d to he in the e n j o y m e n t of freedom- F a r b e t t e r to s a y 
to t h e S t a t e s , boldly and f rankly , Congress wills ^ and submission is demanded-** 

N o w , Mr , P r e s i d e n t , 1 will not ask w h e t h e r these an imadve r s ions were p r o m p t ­
ed by a r ec ip roca l spir i t of ami ty and k i n d n e s s , but I inqui re w h e t h e r all of t h e m 
a re perfect ly j u s t . 

B e y o n d all ques t ion , those who bel ieved in the cons t i tu t iona l right of C o n g r e s s 
to e x e r c i s e the b r a n d l i n g p o w e r within the S t a t e s , uncondi t iona l ly and wit l /out 
l imi ta t ion , did m a k e no small concess ion when they consented that it should be 
s u b j e c t e d to the res t r i c t ions specified in the c o m p r o m i s e c lause . T h e y did n o t T i t is 
t r u e , concede e v e r y thing ; they did not absolute ly r e n o u n c e the power \o e s t ab l i sh 
b r a n c h e s without the au thor i ty of the S t a t e s du r ing the whole per iod of the e x i s t e n c e 
of the c h a r t e r ; hut they did ag ree tha t r easonab le t ime should be a l lowed to t h e 
seve ra l S t a t e s to d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r they would or would not give the i r assen t to t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of b r a n c h e s within their r e spec t ive l imits. T h e y did not t h ink it 
r ight to l eave rt an open q u e s t i o n , for the s p a r e of twen ty y e a r s ; nor that a S t a t e 
should be p e r m i t t e d to g ran t to -day and r evoke t o - m o r r o w its assent ; nor t h a t it 
should annex o n e r o u s or imprac t i cab l e condi t ions to its a ssen t , but tha t it nhotild 
definit ively d e c i d e the ques t ion , after the lapse of a m p l e t ime for full d e l i b e r a t i o n . 
A n d wha t was tha t t ime X N o S t a t e would have bad less than four months* a n d 
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s o m e o f t h e m from five to nine months, for consideration. W a s it, therefore, en­
t i r e ly c o r r e c t for the President to say that an *' unconditional answer is claimed 
forthwith?" Forthwith means immediately, instantly, without delay, which can­
not b e affirmed of a space of time varying from four to nine months. And the-
P r e s i d e n t supposes that the *' high privilege" of the members of the State Legisla­
tu re s u b m i t t i n g the question to their constituents is denied* But could they not 
at a n y t i m e during that space have consulted their constituents? 

T h e Pres iden t proceeds to put what I must, with the greatest deference and re­
s p e c t , cons ider as extreme cases. He supposes the popular branch to express its 
d i s s e n t by a unanimous vote, which is overruled by a tie in the Senate . He sup­
p o s e s t h a t ** both branches of the Legislature may concur in a resolution of decid­
ed d i s s e n t , and yet the Governor may exert the veto power.'* T h e unfortunate 
c a s e of* the State whose legislative will should be so checked by Executive autho­
r i t y , would not be worse than that of the Union, the will of whose Legislature, in 
e s t a b l i s h i n g this bank, is checked and controlled by the President . 

B u t did it not occur to him that extreme cases brought forward on the one side, 
m i g h t be met by extreme cases suggested on the other ? Suppose the popular 
b r a n c h were to express its assent to the establishment of a branch bank by a unan­
i m o u s vote , which is overruled by an equal vote in the Senate. Or suppose that 
bo th b ranches of the Legislature, by majorities in each exactly wanting one vote 
to m a k e them two-thirds, were to concur in a resolution inviting the introduction 
of a b ranch within the limits of the State, and the Governor were to exercise the 
v e t o power , and defeat the resolution. Would it be very unreasonable in these 
t w o cases to infer the assent of the State to the establishment of a bank? 

E x t r e m e cases should never be resorted to. Happily for mankinds their affairs 
a r e but seldom affected or influenced by them, in consequence of the raritv of 
t h e i r occurrence. 

The* plain, simple, unvarnished statement of the case is this : Congress believes 
i tse l f invested with constitutional power to authorize, unconditionally, the estab­
l i s h m e n t of a Bank of the United Slates and branches, anywhere in the United 
S t a t e s , without asking any other consent of the States than that which is alreadv 
expressed in the Constitution. T h e President does not concur in the existence of 
t h a t power , and was supposed to entertain an opinion that the previous assent of 
t he S ta tes was necessary. Here was an unfortunate conflict of opinion. Here 
w a s a case for compromise and mutual concession, if the difference could be re­
conc i l ed . Congress advanced so far towards a compromise as to allow the States 
to exp res s their assent or dissent, but then it thought that this should be done 
wi th in some limited, but reasonable time ; and it believed, since the bank and its 
b r a n c h e s wt*r^ established for the benefit of twenty-six States , if the authorities of 
a n y one of them really could not make up their mind within that limited time 
s i l l i e r to assent or dissent to the introduction of a branch, that it was not unreason­
a b l e , after the lapse of the appointed time, without any positive action, one way 
o r the other, on the part of the State , to proceed as if it had assented. Now, if 
t h e power contended for by Congress really exists, it must be admitted that here 
w a s a concession—a concession, according to which an unconditional power is 
p laced under temporary lestrictions—a privilege offered to the States which was 
not extended to them by either of the charters of the two former Banks of the 
Uni ted States . And I am totally at a loss to comprehend how the President 
reached the conclusion that it would have been l l far better to say to the States* 
boldly and irankly, Congress wills, and submission is demanded.1 ' Was it bettei 
for the States that the power of branching should be exerted without consulting 
them at all ? Was it nothing to afford them an opportunity of saying whether 
they desired branches or not? How can it be believed that a clause which quali­
fies, restricts, and limits the branching power, is more derogatory from the digni­
t y , independence, and sovereignty of the States, than if it inexorably refused to 
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the States any power wha teve r to de l ibera te nnd decide on the in t roduc t ion of 
branches 1 L i m i t e d as the t ime was, and uncond i t i ona l l y as they w o r e required 
to express themselves, s t i l l those States (and that p robab l y wou ld have been the 
case w i t h the grea ter n u m b e r ) that chose to announce the i r assent or dissent could 
do so, and get or p reven t the i n t r oduc t i on o f a b r a n c h . But the Pres iden t re­
marks that *' the State may express, af ter the most so lemn fo rm o f legislat ion, 
* its d issent , w h i c h may f r o m t ime to t ime thereaf te r be repea ted , in fu l l v iew of 
* its o w n in te res t , wh i ch can never be sepui a ted f r om the wise and benef icent ope-
* ra t i on o f this G o v e r n m e n t ; and vet Congress rn*-ey, by v i r t ue o f the last proviso, 
* ove r ru l e its l a w , and upon grounds w h i c h , to si-- .1 S ta te , w i l l appear to rest on 
* a cons t ruc t i ve necessi ty and p r o p r i e t y , and not: ; 0 m o r e . " 

E v e n i f the dissent o f a S ta le should be o v e r r u l e d , in the manner supposed by 
the P res iden t , how is the cond i t i on oi that State worse than it wou ld have been if 
the b ranch ing power had been absolute ly and uncond i t i ona l l y asserted in the 
char te r? T h e r e wou ld have been at least t h f power ol d issent ing conceded , wi th 
a h igh degree o f p r o b a b i l i t y that i f the dissent were expressed no b ranch would 
be i n t r o d u c e d . 

T h e last p rov iso to w h i c h the P res iden t refers is in these w o r d s : '* A n d pro-
* v i d e d , never theless, T h a t whenever it shall become necessary and proper for 
1 c a r r y i n g in to execu t ion any o f the powers g ran ted by the C o n s t i t u t i o n , to estab-
* l ish at) office or off ices in any o f the States wha teve r , and the establ ishment 
4 thereo f shal l be d i rec ted b y l a w , it shal l be the du ty o f the said d i rec to rs to es-
4 tab l ish such office or offices a c c o r d i n g l y . " 

T h i s prov iso was in tended to reserve a power to Congress to compe l the bank 
to establ ish branches, i f the es tab l ishment o f t hem should be necessary to the great 
purposes o f this G o v e r n m e n t , no tw i t hs tand ing the dissent of a S ta te . I f , for ex­
a m p l e , a Su i te had once uncond i t i ona l l y dissented to the es tab l ishment o f a 
b r a n c h , and a f te rwards assented, the' hunk cou ld not have been c o m p e l l e d , w i t h ­
out this reservat ion o f power , to establ ish the, b ranch , however u rgent the wants of 
i lie T r e a s u r y m igh t be. 

T h e P res iden t , I t h i n k , ou<>hr to have seen, in the f o r m and language o f the 
p rov i so , the sp i r i t o f conc i l i a t i on in wh i ch it was d r a w n , as 1 k n o w . I t does not 
assert the p o w e r ; it emp loys the language o f the Cons t i t u t i on i tsel f , l eav i ng every 
one f ree to i n te rp re t that language accord ing t<> b;s o u n sense o f the inst rument* 

W h y was i t deemed necessary to speak o f its beintr t4 the language o f the mas* 
ter to the vassa l , " o f " this i ron r u l e , " that 4* COUJJI ess w i l ls , a:;d submiss ion is de­
m a n d e d ? " W h a t is this who le Fede ra l G o v e r n m e n t but a mass oi* powers ab­
st racted f rom the sovere ign ty o f the several S ta te - , and u i e l d c d , by an organized 
G o v e r n m e n t , for t he i r c o m m o n defence nod general we l f a re , accord ing to the 
grants o f the; Cons t i t u t i on ? T h e s e powers are necessar i ly s u p r e m e ; the Cons t i ­
t u t i o n , the acts o f Congress , and treat ies be inc so dec lared by the express words 
o f the C o n s t i t u t i o n . W h e n e v e r , t he re fo re , th is G o v e r n m e n t acts w i t h i n the pow­
ers g ran ted to it by the C o n s t i t u t i o n , submiss ion and obedience are due f r o m a l l ; 
f r o m States as we l l as f r o m persons. A n d it ibis present the image o f a master 
and a vassal , o f State sub jec t ion and Congress ional d o m i n a t i o n , it is the Cons t i ­
t u t i o n , created or consented to by the Sui tes , that ordains these re la t ions . N o r 
can it he sa id , in the con t ingency supposed, that an act o f Congress has repealed 
an act o f State leg is la t ion . U n d o u b t e d l y , in case o f a conf l i c t be tween a S ta le 
C o n s t i t u t i o n or .State l aw , and the Cons t i t u t i on o f the U n i t e d States, or an ac t of 
Congress parsed in pursuance o f i t , the State Cons t i t u t i on or S ta le law wou ld 
y i e l d . Bu t it could not at least be f o rma l l y or techn ica l l y said that the S ta te C o n ­
s t i tu t ion or law was repea led . I ts opera t ion wou ld be suspended or ab roga ted by 
(he necessary p redominance o f the pa ramoun t a u t h o r i t y . 

T h e P res i den t seems to have regarded as ob jec t i onab le that p rov i s i on i n the 
clause wh i ch declares that a b ranch heinu once es tab l ished, it should not a f t e r -
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w a r d s b e withdrawn or removed without ine previous consent of Congress- T h a t 
p r o v i s i o n was intended to operate both upon the bank and the States* And, 
c o n s i d e r i n g the changes* and flucti a ions in public sentiment in some of the States 
w i t h i n t h e last lew years , was ibe security against them to be found in that pro­
v i s ion u n r e a s o n a b l e ? One Legislature mi^ht invite a branch, winch the next 
in i" l i t a t t e m p t , by penal or other legislation, to drive away. W e have had such 
* ' x u m p l « s heretofore ; and 1 cannot think that it was unwise to profit by experi-
f*nc«*. Bes ides , an exactly similar provision was contained in the scheme of a 
h a n k w h i c h was reported by the Secretary of wie Treasury , and to wliich it was 
u n d e r s t o o d the President had civen his assent. But, if I understand this message, 
t h a t s c h e m e could not have obtained his sanction, if Congress had passed it with­
o u t a n y al terat ion whatever. It authorized what is termed by the President local 
d i s c o u n t s , and he does not believe the Constitution confers on Congress power to 
e s t a b l i s h a bank having that faculty. He says, indeed^ 4t I regard the bill as as-
* s e r t i n g for Congress the riciht to incorporate a United Stales Dank, with power 
* a n d r igh t to establish offices of discount and deposits in the several States of this 
* U n i o n , with or without their consent ; a principle to which J have alio ays here-
* tofarc been opposed, and which can itetu r obtain t<iy saniti'm" 1 pass with 
p l e a s u r e from this painful theme, deeply regretting that I have been constrained 
s o l o n g to dwell on it. 

O n a former occasion 1 stated lha' , in the event of an unfortunate difference of 
o p i n i o n between the Legislative and Executive departments , the point of differ* 
e n c e might be developed, and it would be then seen whether they could be brought 
u> co inc ide in any measure corresponding with the public hopes and expectations. 
I r e g r e t that the President has not, in this message, favored us with a more clear 
a n d expl ic i t exhibition of his views. It is sufficiently manifest that he is decided­
ly o p p o s e d to the establishment of a new Dank of the United Stales formed after 
t h e t w o old models. 1 think it is fairly to he inferred that tin? plan of the Secre-
t a r v of the Treasury could not have received Ins sanction. He is opposed to the 
p a s s a g e of the bill which he has returned ; but whether he would give his appro­
b a t i o n to any bank, and, if any, what sort of a bank, is not absolutely clear. I 
t h i n k it may be collected from tin; message, with the aid of information derived 
ihrovi^h other sources, that the President would concur in the establishment of a 
b a n k whose operations should be limited to dealing in bills of exchange, to depos­
i t ee , and to the supply of a circulation, excluding the power of discounting prom-
i^sorv notes. And 1 understand thai some of our friends are now considering 
t h e practicabil i ty of arranging and passing a bill in conformity with the views of 
P r e s i d e n t Tyler . Whilst I regret that I can take no active part \n such an ex­
p e r i m e n t , and must reserve to myself the right of determining whether 1 can or 
c a n n o t vote for such a hill after 1 see it in its matured form, I assure my friends 
t h a t they shall find no obstacle or impediment in me. On the contrary, I say to 
t l i em? go on : God speed you in any measure which will serve tlie country, and 
*jrcst$rve or restore harmony and concert between the Departments of Govern­
m e n t . An Executive veto of a Bank of the United States , after the sad experi­
e n c e of late years , is an event which was not anticipated by the political friends of 
t h e Pres iden t ; certainly not by me* But it has come upon us with tremendous 
we igh t , and amidst the preateM excitement within and without the metropolis. 
T h e question now is, What shall be done? What , under this most embarrassing 
a n d unexpected state of things, will our constituents expect of us 7 Wha t is r e ­
qu i red by the duty and the dignity of Congress? I repeal , that if, after a careful 
examina t ion of the Executive message, a bank can be devised winch will afford 
a n y remedy to existing evil*, and secure the President 's approbation, let the pro­
tec t of such a bank be presented. it shall encounter no opposition, if it should 
r e c e i v e no support, from me. 

Bu t what further shall we do? Never, since I have enjoyed the honor of par-
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i t c ipa t ing hi the pub l ic counci ls o f the n a t i o n — a per iod now of near thirty-fiv« 
y e a r s — h a v e I met Congress under more happy or more favorable auspices. Ne­
ver have 1 seen a House o f Representa t i ves an imated by more pa t r io t i c disposi­
t i o n s — m o r e un i t ed , more d e t e r m i n e d , more business- l ike* N o t even that House 
wh ich dec lared war in 1 8 1 2 ; nor that w h i c h in I S l o - ' l G la id broad and deep 
foundat ions o f na t iona l p rospe r i t y , in adequate prov is ions for a sound currency* 
by the establ ishment o f a Bank o f the U n i t e d States, for the paymen t of the na­
t iona l deb t , and for the pro tec t ion o f A m e r i c a n indus t ry . T h i s House has solved 
the p rob lem of the compe tency o f a large de l i be ra t i ve body to t ransact the public 
business. I f happ i l y there had existed a concur rence o f op in ion and cordial co­
opera t ion between the d i f ferent depar tments o f the G o v e r n m e n t , and al l the mem* 
hers of the p a r t y , we should have carr ied eve ry measure contempla ted at the extra 
session, wh ich the Peop le had a r igh t lo expec t f rom our pledges, and should have 
been, by this t ime , at our respect ive homes. W e are d isappo in ted in one* and 
an impor tan t one, o f i h i t series of measures ; but shal l \vc therefore despai r? Shall 
we abandon ourselves to unwor thy feel ings and sent iments'? Shal l we allowour-
st'Ives to be t ranspor ted by rash and in tempera te passions and counsels? Shall 
we ad journ nnd go home in disgust ? No ! No ! No ! V higher* nobler, and 
more pa t r io t i c career l ies before us* L e t us here , at the east end o f Penn­
sylvania avenue, do our d u t y , our whole d u t y , and no th ing short o f our dmv» 
towards our common count ry . W e have repealed the s u b - T r e a s u r y . W e have 
passed a bank rup t law, a benef icent measure o f substant ia l and extensive re­
l ief. L e t us now pass the b i l l for the d i s t r i bu t i on o f the proceeds o f the public 
lands, the revenue h i l l , and the b i l l for the benef i t o f the oppressed people o f this 
D is t r i c t . L e t us do a l t — l e t us do eve ry th ing we can for the pub l i c good. I* 
we are f ina l ly to be d isappointed in our hopes o f g i v i ng to the count ry a bank 
wh ich w i l l once more supp ly it w i t h a sound cu r rency , s t i l l let us go home and 
te l l our const i tuents that we d id a l l that we could under actua l c i r cums tances ; and 
that , i f we d id not c a n y every measure for the i r re l ie f , i t was on ly because to dtf 
so was impossib le. I f no th ing can be done at this ex t ra session to put upon a 
more stable and sat is factory basis the cu r rency and exchanges o f the; coun t ry , let 
us hope th?*t hereafter some way w i l l be found to accompl ish that most desirable 
ob jec t , e i ther by an amendment o f ttie Cons t i t u t i on l i m i t i n g and qua l i f y ing the 
enormous Execu t i ve power , and especia l ly the ve to , or by increased major i t ies in 
the two Houses o f Congress competent to the passage o f wise and salutary laws* 
the Pres ident 's ob ject ions no tw i ths tand ing . 

T h i s seems to me to be the course now incumbent upwn us to pursue ; and, by 
con fo rming to i t , whatever may be the result o f laudable endeavors t iow in pro* 
gress or in con temp la t i on in re la t ion to a new a t tempt to establ ish a bank, we 
shal l go home bear ing no sel f - reproaches for neglected or abandoned duty . 

M r , Rivrcs hav ing rep l ied to the remarks of jVlr. C i . w — 

M r . C L A Y rose in re jo inder . I have no des i re , said he , to p ro long this un­
pleasant d iscussion, but 1 must say that 1 heard w i t h great surpr ise and regre t the 
c los ing r e m a r k , espec ia l ly , o f the honorable gent leman f rom V i r g i n i a , as, indeed, 
T d id many o f those wh ich preceded i t . T h a t gent leman stands in a pecu l ia r sit­
ua t ion . I found h im several years ago in the half-way house* where he seems 
a f ra id to r e m a i n , and f rom wh ich he is yet u n w i l l i n g to go. I had though t , after 
the thorough r i dd l i ng wh i ch the roo f o f the house had rece ived in the b r e a k i n g up 
of ' t h e pe t -bank sys tem, lie wou ld have fled somewhere else for r e f u g e ; but there 
be s t i l l s tands, sol i tary and a lone, sh iver ing and pel ted by the pit i less s to rm . T h e 
s u b - T r e a s u r y is repea led—the pe t -bank system is abandoned—the U n i t e d States 
bank bi l l is ve toed—and now , when there is as comple te and per fect a re -un ion 
o f the purse and the sword in the bauds of the Execu t i ve as ever there was under 
O e u e r a l Jackson or M r , V a n B u r e n , the Senator is for do ing n o t h i n g ! ^The Sen -
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a t o r i s Tor going home, leaving the Treasury and the country in their lawless con­
d i t i o n ! Y e t no man has heretofore, more than lie has, deplored and deprecated 
a s t a t e of things so utterly unsafe? and repugnant to all just precautions, indicated 
a l i k e b y sound theory and experience in free Governments. And the Senator 
t a l k s t o us about applying to the wisdom of practical men, in respect to banking, 
and a d v i s e s further deliberation ! Why, I should suppose that we are at present 
in t h e v e r y best situation to act upon the subject. Besides the many painful years 
w e h a v e had for deliberation, we have been near three months almost exclusively 
e n g r o s s e d with the very subject itself. W e have heard all manner of facts, state­
m e n t s , nnd arguments in any way connected with if. W e understand, it seems to 
m e , a l l w e ever can learn or comprehend about a national bank. And we have, 
at l e a s t , some conception too of what sort of one will be acceptable at the other 
e n d o f the avenue. Yet now, with a vast majority of the People of the entire 
c o u n t r y crying out to us for a bank—with the People throughout the whole valley 
o f t h e Mississ ippi rising in their majesty, and demanding it as indispensable to 
t h e i r w e l l - b e i n g , and pointing to tlu-tr losses, their sacrifices, and their sufferings, 
for t h e want of such an institution—in such a state of things, we are gravely and 
c o l d l y told by the honorable Senator from Virginia that we had best go home, 
leaving" the purse and the sword in the uncontrolled possession of the President, 
a n d , a b o v e all things, never to make a party bank ! W h y , sir, does he, with all 
his k n o w l e d g e of the conflicting opinions which prevail here, and have prevailed, 
b e l i e v e that we ever can make n bank but by the votes of one party who are in 
favor o f it, in opposition to the votes of another party against it ? I deprecate this 
e x p r e s s i o n of opinion from that gentleman the more, because, although the hon­
o r a b l e Senator professes not to know the opinions of the President, it certainly 
d o e s turn out in the sequel that there is a most remarkable coincidence between 
t h o s e opinions and his own ; and he has, on the present occasion, defended the 
m o t i v e s and the course of the President with all the solicitude and all the fervent 
z e a l of a member of his Privy Council, [A laugh.] There is a rumor abroad 
that a cabal exists—a new sort of Kitchen Cabinet—whose object is the dissolu­
t i o n o f the re^lulai Cabinet—the dissolution of the Whig party—the dispersion of 
C o n g r e s s , without accomplishing any of the great purposes of the extra session-— 
a n d a total change, in fact, in the whole face of our political affairs. I hope, and I 
p e r s u a d e myself, that the honorable Senator is not, cannot be, one of the compo­
n e n t members of such a cabal ; but I must say that there has been displayed bv 
t h e honorable Senator to-day a predisposition, astonishing and inexplicable, to 
m i s c o n c e i v e almost all of what I have said, and a perseverance, after repeated 
c o r r e c t i o n s , in misunderstanding—for I will not charge him with wilfully and in­
t e n t i o n a l l y misrepresenting—the whole spirit and character of the address which, 
a s a man of honor and as a Senator, I felt myself hound in duty to make to this 
b o d y . 

T h e Senator begins with saying that I charge the President with *4 perfidy ! " 
l>id 1 use any such language? i appeal to every gentleman who heard me to sav 
w h e t h e r I have in a single instance gone beyond a fair and legitimate examination 
o f ih^ Executive objections to the bill. Yet he has charged me with *' arraign­
ing** the President, with indicting him in various counts, and with imputing to him 
m o t i v e s such as I never even intimated or dreamed, and that, when I was con­
s tant ly expressing, over and over, my personal respect and regard for President 
T y l e r , for whom 1 have cherished an int-imate personal friendship of twenty years1 

s tanding , and while I expressly said that, if that friendship should now be inter­
rupted , it should not be my fault ! W h y , sir, what possible, what conceivable 
m o t i v e can I have to quarrel with the President, or to break up the Whig party? 
W h a t earthly motive can impel me to wish for any other result than that that party 
shall remain in perfect harmony, undivided, and sfiaN move undismayed, boldly, 
and unitedly forward to the accomplishment of the all-important public object* 
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which it has avowed to he its a i m ? W h a t imaginable interest or feeling can I 
have other than the success* the t r iumph , the glory of the W h i g par ty ? But that 
there may be designs and purposes on the part of cer tain other individuals to place 
me in inimical relat ions with the P r e s i d e n t , and to represen t me as personally op­
posed to him, I can well imagine—indiv idua ls who are beating up for recruits, and 
endeavor ing to form a third par ty with mater ia ls so scanty as to be wholly insuffi­
cient to compose a decen t corpora l ' s guard . I fear there a re such individuals, 
though I do not charge the Sena to r as being himself one of them. W h a t a spec­
tacle has been presented to this nation during this ent ire session of Congress* 
T h a t of the cherished and confidential friends of J o h n T y l e r , persons who boast 
and claim to he , par excellence, his exclusive and genuine friends, being the bitter, 
sys t emat i c , de t e rmined , uncompromis ing opponents nf every leading measure ot 
J o h n T y l e r ' s adminis t rat ion ! W a s there ever before such an e x a m p l e presented, 
in this or any other age , in this or any o ther country ? I have myself known the 
P re s iden t too long, and cherished towards him loo s incere a fr iendship, to allow 
my feelings to be affected or a l ienated by any thing which has passed here to-day* 
If the P r e s i d e n t chooses—which I am sure he cannot , unless falsehood has been 
whispered into his ears , or poison poured into his h e a r t — t o deiach himself from 
m e , I shall deeply regre t it, for the sake of our common friendship and our com­
mon count ry , i now repea t , what I before said, that , of all the measures of re­
lief which the Amer i can P e o p l e have called upon us for, that of a national bank 
and a sound and uniform cur rency has been the most loudly and importunately 
d e m a n d e d . T h e S e n a t o r says that the quest ion of a bank was not the issue made 
before the P e o p l e at the late e lect ion. I cyin say , for one , my own conviction is 
diametr ical ly the con t ra ry . W h a t may have been the charac te r of the canvass io 
Virginia , I will not say ; probably gen t lemen on belli sides were , every where, 
governed in some degree by considerat ions of locul policy. W h a t issues may, 
therefore , have been presented to the people of Virginia , e i ther above or below 
l ide-water , 1 am not p repared to say. T h e grea t e r ror , however , of the honora­
ble Sena to r is in thinking that the sen t iments of a par t icular par ty in Virginia are 
a lways a fair exponen t of the sen t iments of the whole Union. [ A laugh.] I can 
tell that Sena to r that whereve r I w a s — i n the grea t valley of the Mississippi—in 
K e n t u c k y — i n T e n n e s s e e — i n M a r y l a n d — i n all the circles in which I moved— 
eve ry where , " Bank or no Bank** was the grea t , the leading, the vital question. 
At Hanove r , in Virginia , dur ing the last s u m m e r , at one of the most remarkable 
aud respec tab le and gratifying assemblages that I ever a t t ended , I distinctly an­
nounced my conviction that a Bank of the United S ta t e s was indispensable . As 
to the opinions of G e n e r a l Harr i son , I know that, like m a n y o thers , lie had enter­
tained doubts as to the consti tut ionali ty of a bank ; but J also know that , as the 
election approached , his opinions turned more and more in favor of a national 
bank ; and I speak from n;y own personal knowledge of his opinions when I say 
that 1 have no more doubt he would have signed tliat bill than that y o u , Mr . Pre­
sident , now occupy that chair , or that I am addressing you, 

I rose not to say one word winch should wound the feelings ot P r e s i d e n t Ty le r . 
T h e S e n a t o r says that , if placed in l ike c i rcumstances , I would have been the last 
man to avoid put t ing a direct veto upon the bill, had it met my d i sapproba t ion ; 
and he does me the honor to a t t r ibute to me high quali t ies of s tern and unbending 
in t rep id i ty . I hope that in all that re lates to personal firmness—all that concerns 
a just apprec ia t ion of the insignificance of human l i fe—whatever may be a t t empted 
to threaten or a larm a soul not easily swayed by opposi t ion, or awed or intimi­
dated by m e n a c e — a stout heart and a s teady e y e that can su rvey , unmoved and 
undaun ted , any mere personal perils that assail this poor t rans ien t , per ishing frame, 
I may , vvithont d i spa ragemen t , compare with other men . But there is a sor t of 
courage which , I frankly confess it, I do not posses*—a boldless to which I d a r e 
not a sp i r e—a valor which I cannot covet, I cannot lay myself down in the w r y 
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o f t h e w e l f a r e and happiness of my country. T h a t I cannot , I have not the cour­
a g e to d o . 1 cannot interpose the power with which I may be inves ted—a power 
c o n f e r r e d , not for my personal benefit, nor for my aggrandizement , but for my 
c o u n t r y ' s g o o d — t o check her onward march to o r e a t ne s s and glory, I have not 
c o u r a g e e n o u g h , I am too cowardly, for that. I 'would not, I dare* not, in the ex­
e r c i s e o f such a trust, lie down, and place my body across the path that leads niv 
c o u n t r y lo prosper i ty and happiness . T h i s is a sort of courage widely different 
f r o m t h a t which a man may display in Ids pr ivate conduct and personal relat ions. 
P e r s o n a l o r pr iva te courage is totally distinct from that higher and nobler courage 
w h i c h p r o m p t s the patriot to offer himself a voluntary sacrifice to his count ry ' s 
g o o d . 

N o r d id I say , as the Sena tor represents , that the P res iden t should have re ­
s i g n e d . I in t imated no personal wish or desire that he should resign. I referred 
to t h e fact of a memorable resignation in his public life. And what I did say was , 
t h a t t h e r e w e r e other a l ternat ives before him besides vetoing the h i l l ; and that it 
w a s w o r t h y of his consideration whether consistency did not require that the? ex­
a m p l e which he had set when he had a const i tuency of one S ta t e , should not be 
f o l l o w e d when he had a consti tuency commensura te with the whole Union . A n o ­
t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e was , to suffer the hill, without his s ignature , to pass into a law 
u n d e r t h e provis ions of the Const i tut ion. And I must confess I see in this no 
s u c h e s c a p i n g by the back-door , no such j u m p i n g out of the window, as the S e n ­
a t o r t a l k s about . Apprehens ions of the imputat ion of the want of firmness some­
t i m e s i m p e l urn to perform rash and inconsiderate acts . I t is the greates t courage 
to b e a b l e to bear the imputation of the want of courage. But pr ide , vani tv eoo-
l i s m , so unamiab le and offensive i:i pr ivate life, are vices which p a r t a k e ' o f The 
c h a r a c t e r of cr imes in the conduct of public affairs. T h e unfortunate victim of 
t h e s e pass ions cannot see beyond the little, pe t ty , contempt ib le circle of ids own 
p e r s o n a l interests . All his thoughts are withdrawn from his country , and concen­
t r a t e d on his consistency, his firmness, himself. T h e high, the exal ted, the sub­
l i m e e m o t i o n s of a patr iot ism, which, soaring towards H e a v e n , rises fa r ' above all 
m e a n , low, or selfish things, and is absorbed by one soul- t ransport ing thought of 
t h e good and the glory of one 's country , are never felt in his impene t rab le bosom. 
T h a t patr iot ism which, catching its inspirations from the immortal God , and leav­
i n g a t an immeasurable dis tance below alt lesser, grovell ing, personal interests 
a n d feel ings, animates and prompts to deeds of self-sacrifice, of valor, of devotion 
a n d o f death itself—that is public v i r tue—tha t is the noblest , the subl imes! of all 
p u b l i c vir tues ! 

1 s a id nothing of any obligation on the par t of the P re s iden t to conform his 
j u d g m e n t to the opinions of the Sena te and House of Repre sen t a t i ve s , al though 
t h e S e n a t o r argued as if I had, and persevered in so arguing, after repeated cor­
r e c t i o n s . I said no such thing. I know and respect the perfect independence of 
e a c h d e p a r t m e n t , act ing within its proper sphe re , of other depa r tmen t s . But T 
r e f e r r e d to the majorities in the two Houses of Congress as further and strong evi ­
d e n c e of the opinion of the P e o p l e of the United Sta les in favor of the establish­
m e n t of a Bank of the United S la tes . And I contended that, according to the 
d o c t r i n e of instructions which prevailed in Virginia , and of which the P re s iden t is 
a d i s c i p l e , and in pursuance of the example a l ready ci ted, he ought not to have 
r e j e c t e d the bilk 

r have heard that, on his arrival at the seat of the Genera l G o v e r n m e n t to e n ­
t e r upon the dut ies of the office of Vice P re s iden t , in March last, when in terro­
g a t e d how far he meant to conform, in his new s tat ion, to certain peculiar op in ­
i o n s which were held in Virginia, he made this patriotic and noble r e p l y : " I am 
V i c e P r e s i d e n t of the United Sta tes , and not of the State of Virginia ; and I shall 
b e gove rned by the wishes and opinions of my cons t i t uen t s / ' W h e n I heard of 
t h i s encourag ing and satisfactory reply, believing, as I most religiouslv do , that a 
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large majority of (lie People of the United States are in favor of a national UanU, 
(and gentlemen may shut their eyes to the fact, deny or dispute, or reason it a w r f 
as they please, hut it is my conscientious conviction that two-thirds, if not more, «*! 
the People of the United Stales desire such an institution,) I thought I beheld af" 
sure and certain guaranty for the fulfilment of the wishes of the People of the Uni t#d 
States. I thought it impossible that the wants and wishes of a great People , who 
had bestowed such unbounded and generous confidence, and conferred on him *U( i | 
exalted honors, should be disregarded and disappointed. I t did not enter into m $ 
imagination to conceive that one, who had shown so much deference and respetl; 
to the presumed sentiments of a single State, should display less towards the sen** 
timents of the whole nation. 

I hope, M r . President, that, in performing the paintul duty which had devolved 
on me, I have not transcended the limits of legitimate debate. I repeat, i£ nil 
truth and sincerity, the assurance to the Senate and to the country, that nothing Jilt 
a stern, reluctant, and indispensable sense of honor and of duty could have forced 
from me the response which I have made to the President's objections. But , in-* 
stead of yielding without restraint to the feelings of disappointment and mortifica­
tion excited by the perusal of his message, I have anxiously endeavored to tem­
per the notice of it, which I have been compelled to take, by the respect due to 
the office of Ch ie f Magistrate, and by the personal regard and esteem which 1 
have ever entertained for its present incumbent 
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