
FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 For immediate release
February 15, 1980

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
January 1980

Manufacturers operated at 84.3 percent of capacity in January, the same
as in December and nearly 2-1/2 percentage points below the rate in the first
quarter of 1979. Producers of industrial materials operated at 86.0 percent of
capacity last month, just above the December rate and 2.0 percentage points below
the rate in the first quarter of last year. Peak utilization rates in 1973 were
88*0 percent of capacity for manufacturing and 92.6 percent for industrial materials.

Within manufacturing, the utilization rate for primary processing in-
dustries edged off 0.1 percentage point in January while the rate for advanced
processing industries rose by a similar amount. Operating rates for both of
these groupings of industries remained more than 2 percentage points below
the first quarter of 1979. The declines in manufacturing utilization rates
during 1979 were largely attributable to sharp cutbacks in production of motor
vehicles and steel. Utilization rates for these industries declined further in
January, while rates for industries producing nondurable goods and equipment
(other than motor vehicles) generally rose.

Producers of durable goods materials operated at 83.2 percent of capacity
in January, dovm 0.1 of a percentage point from December and 4.2 percentage points
from a year earlier. The utilization rate for nondurable goods materials edged up
in January to 90.3 percent, 0.9 of a percentage point higher than 12 months earlier.
The utilization rate for energy materials rose 0.6 of a percentage point in January
to 87.4 percent of capacity, about the same as a year earlier.

Small revisions have been made in 1979 capacity indexes and utilization
rates for some materials series; they have been incorporated in the series shown
in this release.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
March 17, 1980

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
February 1980

Manufacturers operated at 84.2 percent of capacity in February, the
same as in the preceding two months and 2-1/2 percentage points below the
rate a year earlier. Producers of industrial materials operated at 86.1
percent of capacity last month, down 0.2 of a percentage point from the rate
in January and 1.7 percentage points from a year earlier.

Within manufacturing, the utilization rate for primary processing
industries declined 0.6 of a percentage point in February, and the rate for
advanced processing industries rose 0.2 percentage point. The increase in
the operating rate for advanced processing industries was accounted for by
a partial rebound in the rate for the motor vehicles and parts industry.
Operating rates for most other manufacturing industries either declined or
changed little in February.

There were widespread declines in the utilization rates for producers
of industrial materials. The operating rate for producers of durable goods
materials remained at 83.6 percent in February due to a further decline in
the output of steel and an increase in the output of parts used to produce
consumer durable goods such as automobiles. The rates for nondurable goods
materials and energy materials declined by about 0.5 percentage point to
.90.0 percent and 87.0 percent of capacity, respectively.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
April 16, 1980

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
March 1980

Manufacturers operated at 83.0 percent of capacity in March, 0.9
of a percentage point lower than in the preceding month and 4.1 percentage
points below a year earlier. The utilization rate for industrial materials
was 84.4 percent in March, down 0.8 of a percentage point from February
and 3.9 percentage points from a year earlier. In the first quarter of
1980 the manufacturing and the materials utilization rates were respectively
3.0 and 2.8 percentage points lower than in the first quarter of 1979.

Within manufacturing, the utilization rate for primary processing
industries fell 1.5 percentage points, and the rate for advanced processing
industries fell 0.6 percentage point, with widespread declines in both
groups of industries.

Producers of durable goods materials operated at 81.3 percent of
capacity in March, down 1.1 percentage points from the previous month and
6.2 percentage points from a year earlier. The rate of utilization for
metals materials has fallen by approximately 11 percentage points over
the past year. The utilization rate for nondurable goods materials, which
until recently had held fairly steady at a relatively high level, declined
0.9 of a percentage point in March to 88.9 percent; the decline in this
rate since the end of 1979 mainly reflects drops in utilization rates for
paper and textile materials.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTUR
April 1980

For immediate release
May 19, 1980

\ND MATERIA]

Manufacturers operated at 81.0 percent of capacity in April, down
2.0 percentage points from March and 5.7 percentage points from the utilization
rate in the first quarter of 1979. The utilization rate for industrial materials
declined 2.3 percentage points in April to 82.2 percent; this compares with
the high rate of 88.0 percent in the first quarter of 1979.

Within manufacturing, the declines in capacity utilization rates
again were widespread among industries. The rate for primary processing
industries fell 2.4 percentage points further in April and the rate for advanced
processing industries fell 1.7 percentage points further. The utilization rate
in the motor vehicle industry has fallen by approximately 40 percent from its
high in late 1978. Rates for metals, rubber and plastics products, lumber,
stone, clay, and glass, and petroleum refining have declined by more than 10
percent from highs which in most cases also were reached more than a year ago.
Utilization rates have eased recently, in the aircraft, machinery, textile,
paper, and chemical industries, with cumulative declines between 3 and 6 percent.

Producers of durable goods materials operated at 79.1 percent of capacity
in April, down 2.9 percentage points from .March, while the utilization rate for
nondurable goods materials fell 1.9 percentage points and energy materials 0.6
of a percentage point.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

.;OOVM̂ -.

G.3 (402) For immediate release
June 16, 1980

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
May 1980

Capacity utilization in manufacturing was 78.9 percent in May,
down 2.0 percentage points from April. The utilization rate of industrial
materials fell 2.3 percentage points to 80.2 percent. Both rates have
declined around 8.0 percentage points from their quarterly highs during
the latest expansion, and are now lower than in any month since February
1976.

Within manufacturing, falling operating rates were widespread.
The utilization rate for primary processing industries dropped 3.1 per-
centage points further in May to 77.8 percent; the advanced processing
industries rate declined more moderately—1.3 percentage points to 79.5
percent. In May, the utilization rates for production of iron and steel,
petroleum products, rubber and plastics products, and motor vehicles and
parts all fell substantially. For the latter, the operating rate was
slightly above its last cyclical low which occurred in February 1975 at
51.3 percent. Sizable cutbacks occurred in operating rates for textiles,
paper, chemicals, nonferrous metals, fabricated metals, machinery, aircraft,
instruments, and stone, clay, and glass.

Producers of durable goods materials operated at 75.9 percent of
capacity in May, a decline of 3.0 percentage points from the April rate.
Nondurable goods materials utilization decreased a more moderate 1.8 per-
centage points to 84.8 percent; and energy materials utilization was off
1.4 percentage points, to 85.5 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) Foi immediate release
July 17, 1980

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
June 1980

Capacity utilization in manufacturing full 2.3 percentage points
in June to 76.1 percent. The utilization rate of industrial materials
declined 3.0 percentage points in June to 76.5 percent. Both rates were
the lowest since the fall of 1975.

In the second quarter of 1980, the manufacturing operating rate
was 78.4 percent, down from its recent high of 86.7 percent in the first
quarter of 1979. The second quarter materials utilization rate was 79.5
percent, 8.7 percentage points below its latest high in the fourth quarter
of 1978.

The decline in operating rates again was widespread in manufacturing*
In June, the utilization rate for primary processing declined by 3.4 percen-
tage points to 73.5 percent. The advanced processing industries rate fell
1.8 percentage points to 77.5 percent. The monthly utilization rate for the
iron and steel industry continued to drop sharply, and the rates for textiles,
paper, electrical machinery, nonferrous and fabricated metals all declined
substantially. Cutbacks also occurred in the capacity utilization rates for
chemicals, petroleum, rubber, nonelectrical machinery, aircraft, and stone,
clay, and glass. For motor vehicles and parts, the operating rate in June
remained unchanged at about 53 percent, only slightly above its February
1975 cyclical low.

Producers of durable goods materials operated at 72.4 percent of
capacity in June, 3.1 percentage points below the May rate. The monthly
utilization of nondurable goods materials was off by a more sizable 3.7
percentage points to 79.4 percent. Energy materials utilization decreased
from 85.6 percent in May to 84.4 percent in June.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
August 18, 1980

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
July 1980

Capacity utilization in manufacturing declined Io6 percentage points
in July to 74.2 percent. The utilization rate for producers of industrial
materials dropped 1.7 percentage points to 74.0 percent. Both rates remained
above their 1975 cyclical lows of about 69 percent.

For manufacturing industries, the drop in operating rates continued
to be widespread in July. The utilization rate for primary processing industries
fell 1.8 percentage points in July to 70.8 percent, and the rate for advanced
processing industries declined 1.3 percentage points to 76.3 percent. Part
of a sharp drop in the monthly utilization rate for nonferrous metals production
was due to a strike in the copper industry. Large drops in utilization rates
also occurred for industries producing food, chemicals, instruments, textiles,
paper, electrical machinery, nonelectrical machinery, fabricated metals, and
iron and steel. For iron and steel, capacity utilization in July was about
55 percent, the lowest rate since August 1971. The July rate for motor vehicles
and parts remained at about 53 percent, only slightly above its cyclical low
in February 1975.

Producers of durable goods materials operated at 68.8 percent of
capacity in July, 2.2 percentage points below the June rate. Nondurable goods
materials utilization declined 2.5 percentage points to 76.3 percent. The
utilization rate for energy materials producers increased from 85.2 percent
in June to 86.0 percent in July, reflecting increased electricity generation
because of the severe heat wave over a large part of the country.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
September 17, 1980

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
August 1980

Capacity utilization in manufacturing edged up by 0.1 of a per-
centage point in August to 74.5 percent, and the utilization rate for pro-
ducers of industrial materials increased by 0.5 of a percentage point to
74.2 percent. The August rate for manufacturing was 12.7 percentage points
below its last cyclical high in March 1979, and the materials rate was 13.6
percentage points below its July 1979 high.

For the primary processing industries, utilization increased by
0.8 of a percentage point to 71.3 percent, and the rate for the advanced
processing industries declined slightly to 76.3 percent. The rates for the
iron and steel and fabricated metals industries rose substantially in August,
while the increases in the operating rates of the textile, paper, rubber and
plastics, electrical machinery, and instruments industries were more moderate.
Only slight changes occurred in utilization rates for industries producing
food, chemicals, nonferrous metals, nonelectrical machinery, aerospace and
miscellaneous transportation equipment, and clay, glass, and stone. There
were sizable drops in the utilization rates for producers of petroleum pro-
ducts and motor vehicles and parts.. For the latter, the August rate was
below the previous cyclical low in February 1975.

Producers of durable goods materials operated in August at 69.0
percent of capacity, 0.9 of a percentage point above the July rate. However,
the utilization rates for nondurable goods materials and energy materials
were almost unchanged at 76.6 percent and 85.8 percent, respectively.

(This release incorporates revised data for 1979 and 1980, based
on slightly revised capacity indexes and industrial production indexes.)
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
October 16, 1980

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
September 1980

Capacity utilization in manufacturing increased 0.6 of a percentage
point in September to 75.6 percent. The utilization rate for producers of
industrial materials was 74.9 percent in September, up 0.7 of a percentage
point from August. Both rates have risen in the last two months from their
recent lows in July 1980. The September rate for manufacturing was almost
12 percentage points below its last high in March 1979, and the materials
rate was almost 13 percentage points below its July 1979 high.

The operating rate of the primary processing industries rose 1.2
percentage points in September to 72.8 percent. The rate for the advanced
processing industries edged up 0.1 of a percentage point to 77.0 percent.
Among primary processing industries, a large increase occurred in September
in the utilization rate for the iron and steel industry, which had been
operating only slightly above fifty percent of capacity in July. There
also were increases in the operating rates of producers of textiles, paper,
petroleum, rubber, nonferrous metals, fabricated metals, and clay, glass
and stone. Among the advanced processing industries, capacity utilization
increased sharply in September for motor vehicles and parts, which had
been operating since April at very low rates of utilization. Operating
rates declined for four advanced processing industries: food, nonelectrical
machinery, electrical machinery, and aerospace and miscellaneous transportation
equipment.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 69.9 percent of
their capacity in September, 0.9 of a percentage point above the August
rate, and the operating rate for nondurable goods materials rose 0.8 of
a percentage point to 77.9 percent. The utilization rate for energy
materials producers declined 0.4 of a percentage point to 84.8 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
November 17, 1980

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
October 1980

Capacity utilization in manufacturing increased 1.1 percentage
points in October to 77.6 percent. The utilization rate for producers of
industrial materials was 77.9 percent in October, up 1.8 percentage
points from the September rate. Despite substantial gains since July, the
October operating rates for both manufacturing and materials were almost
10 percentage points below their last cyclical highs in 1979.

The utilization rate for the primary processing industries rose
1.9 percentage points in October to 76.5 percent, and the rate for the
advanced processing industries climbed 0.6 of a percentage point to
78.2 percent. Among the primary processing industries, the operating
rate for the iron and steel industry, which has increased more than 16
percentage points from its very low level in July, continued its rapid
rise in October. Large increases also occurred in utilization rates
for producers of nonferrous metals, fabricated metal products, chemicals,
rubber and plastics, textiles, and stone, clay, and glass. The operating
rate for the petroleum industry declined. Among the advanced processing
industries, capacity utilization for motor vehicles and parts producers
increased sharply in October for the second consecutive month. Sizable
increases also occurred in the operating rates for electrical machinery
producers for the aerospace and miscellaneous transportation equipment
industries.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 72.1 percent of
their capacity in October, 2.4 percentage points above the September rate,
and the operating rate for nondurable goods materials rose 1.8 percentage
points to 84.1 percent. The utilization rate for energy materials producers
remained unchanged at 85.0 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
December 17> 1980

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
November 1980

Capacity utilization in manufacturing increased 0.9 of a
percentage point in November to 78.8 percent. Producers of industrial
materials operated at 79.6 percent of capacity, up 1.3 percentage
points from the October rate. Despite substantial gains since July,
the November operating rates for both manufacturing and materials were
almost 9 percentage points below their highs in 1979.

The utilization rate for the primary processing industries rose
1.7 percentage points in November to 79.0 percent, and the rate for the
advanced processing industries increased 0.5 of a percentage point to
78.9 percent. Among the primary processing industries, the operating
rates for producers of iron and steel and nonferrous metals increased
very sharply in November; moderately large increases occurred in the
utilization rates of a wide range of industries, including the paper,
petroleum, rubber and plastics, fabricated metals, and stone, clay, and
glass industries.

Among the advanced processing industries, capacity utilization
for producers of motor vehicles and parts rose further in November, but
considerably less than during the two preceding months; capacity utilization
in this sector remains more than 30 percentage points below its last cyclical
high. Operating rates also were higher for producers of electrical machinery
and instruments.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 75.3 percent of their
capacity in November, 2.3 percentage points above the October rate, and the
operating rate for nondurable goods materials rose 0.4 of a percentage point
to 84.8 percent. The utilization rate of energy materials producers edged up
0.2 of a percentage point to 83.9 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
January 16, 1981

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
December 1980

Capacity utilization in manufacturing increased 0.5 of a percen-
tage point in December to 79.8 percent. Producers of industrial materials
operated at 81.2 percent of capacity, up 1.0 percentage point from the
November rate. These increases were smaller than in the three preceding
months. The December rate for manufacturing was 4.9 percentage points
above its July 1980 low; the rate for materials producers was 7.5 percen-
tage points higher. However, the December rates for both were still nearly
7-1/2 percentage points below their highs in 1979.

The utilization rate for primary processing industries rose 1.0
percentage point in December to 80.6 percent, while the rate for the
advanced processing industries edged up 0.1 of a percentage point to 79.3
percent. Among the primary processing industries, large increases occurred
in operating rates for producers of nonferrous metals (partly because of
a further post-strike surge in output of copper), iron and steel, petroleum
products, and textiles. Capacity utilization rose more moderately for
paper, chemicals, and fabricated metal products industries. Among the
advanced processing industries, the utilization rates for producers of
both electrical machinery and instruments increased moderately again in
December. In contrast, the operating rate for motor vehicles and parts
producers declined sharply in December, after increasing substantially
in each of the three preceding months.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 77.6 percent of
their capacity in December, 1.4 percentage points above the November rate.
The operating rates for producers of nondurable goods materials and energy
materials both rose 0.5 of a percentage point, to 85.2 percent and 85.0
percent, respectively.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For Immediate release
February 18, 1981

CAPACITY UTILIZATIONS MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
January 1981

Capacity utilization in manufacturing increased 0.2 of a
percentage point in January to 80.0 percent* Producers of industrial
materials operated at 81.7 percent of capacity, up 0.4 of a percentage
point from the December rate. The increases in January for both
groups were smaller than in the preceding month. Since their July 1980
lows, the rate for manufacturing has risen 5.1 percentage points and
the rate for materials producers has climbed 8.0 percentage points.
Both January utilization rates were about 7 percentage points below
their highs in .1979.

The utilization rates for both the primary and advanced processing
industries rose 0.2 of a percentage point in January to 80.9 percent and
79.7 percent, respectively. There was a large increase in January in the
operating rate for producers of stone, clay, and glass products. Moderate
increases were registered for chemicals, textiles^ nonferrous metals, and
fabricated metal products and for instruments, nonelectrical machinery,
electrical machinery* and aerospace and miscellaneous transportation
equipment. Sizable decreases occurred in the utilization rates for
producers of paper, iron and steel, and motor vehicles and parts.

Operating rates for producers of durable goods materials and energy
materials rose 0.5 of .a percentage point in January to 77.9 percent and
86.5 percent respectively* The utilization rate for producers of nondurable
goods materials edged up 0.1 of a percentage point to 85.7 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
March 18, 1981

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
February 1981

Capacity utilization rates for manufacturers and for producers of
industrial materials declined in February. The rate for manufacturing fell
0,7 of a percentage point to 79.3 percent of capacity, and the rate for
industrial materials producers decreased 0.5 of a percentage point to 81.2
percent. Although these rates had increased for six consecutive months prior
to February, they still were below their levels in early 1980.

Within manufacturing, declines in utilization rates were widespread
in February. The operating rate for the primary processing industries dropped
1.0 percentage point to 79.8 percent, and the advanced processing industries
rate decreased 0.7 of a percentage point to 79.0 percent. Utilization rates
fell by 1.0 to 1.4 percentage points for the electrical machinery, iron and
steel, aerospace and miscellaneous transportation equipment, instruments, and
paper industries. More moderate declines occurred for producers of non-
electrical machinery, nonferrous metals, textiles, petroleum products, and
stone, clay, and glass« The operating rate for the motor vehicles and parts
industry also declined moderately, to about 57 percent of capacity, a rate
far below its historical norm.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 77.2 percent of their
capacity in February, down 0.8 of a percentage point from January, while the
rate for nondurable goods materials producers eased 0.3 of a percentage point
to 85.9 percent. In contrast, the operating rate for energy materials pro-
ducers increased 0.-6 of a percentage point to 85.8 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.-3 (402) For inmediate release
April 16, 1981

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
March 1981

Capacity utilization in manufacturing rose slightly in March, by
0.1 of a percentage point to 79.5 percent. The operating rate for producers
of industrial materials was unchanged from February at 81.3 percent. Within
manufacturings the operating rate for primary processing industries declined
0.6 of a percentage point in March to 79.8 percent, while the rate for
advanced processing industries Increased 0.3 of a percentage point to 79.3
percent.

The higher utilization rate for advanced processing industries and
the slight increase for total manufacturing mainly reflect a sizable
increase, about 4.4 percentage points, in the operating rate for the motor
vehicles and parts industry as output of cars and trucks rose 12.5 percent
further from the depressed rate early in the year.

The utilization rate for the petroleum products industry fell
substantially in March, reflecting the recent weakness in gasoline and fuel
oil markets. Operating rates declined moderately for producers of food,
chemicals, paper and products, aerospace and miscellaneous transportation
equipment, instruments, and stone, clay, and glass. Utilization rates
rose somewhat for the rubber and plastics, iron and steel, and fabricated
metal products industries.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 77.9 percent of
their capacity in March, up 0.5 of a percentage point from February, as
output of some metals and consumer durable goods parts rose. In
contrast, the rate for producers of nondurable goods materials declined
0.3 of a percentage point to 85.6 percent, with declines widespread.
Energy materials utilization dropped 0*9 of a percentage point to 84*4
percent, largely as a result of strike-related decreases in coal output*
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
May 18, 1981

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
April 1981

Manufacturers operated at 80.3 percent of capacity in April, up
0.3 percentage point from the March rate. Capacity utilization for both the
primary processing and advanced processing industries also rose 0.3 percentage
point in April, to 80.5 percent and 80.2 percent, respectively. In contrast,
the operating rate for producers of industrial materials dropped 0.4 percentage
point in April to 81.0 percent * largely as a result of strike-related cutbacks
in coal production.

Within manufacturing, the operating rate for the motor vehicles
and parts industry increased sharply, although it remains far below its average
over the 1976-79 period. Substantial increases occurred in the utilization
rates for the paper and fabricated metal products industries, and there were
smaller gains in the operating rates for most other industries. However,
operating rates declined substantially in April for the chemicals and petroleum
refining industries, and the rate for the instruments and stone, clay, and
glass industries decreased slightly. Petroleum refinery utilization has been
falling since December 1980 in response to the build-up of gasoline and fuel
oil inventories. Utilisation rates for the instruments and stone, clay, and
glass industries have been dropping since January.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 79.2 percent of
their capacity in April, up 0.4 percentage point, but utilization rates for
producers of raw steel .declined somewhat. The operating rate for nondurable
goods materials producers was unchanged from March at 84.6 percent. Energy
materials utilization dropped very sharply—by 3*9 percentage points to 80.1
percent—reflecting the reduction in coal output*
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
June 17, 1981

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
May 1981

Capacity utilization rates for manufacturers and for producers of
industrial materials changed little in May, Both rates rose 0,1 percentage
point from April, to 80.1 percent for manufacturing and to 81.0 percent for
industrial materials production. In May, the rate for manufacturers was about
the same as in January, while the rate for materials producers was somewhat
lower because of a sizable decline in April.

Among manufacturers, the rate for primary processing industries
declined 0.1 percentage point in May to 80.5 percent, and the rate for advanced
processing industries rose 0.2 percentage point to 79.9 percent. For the third
consecutive month the utilization rate for the motor vehicles and parts industry
increased sharply, although it is still much below its average over the 1976-79
period. More moderate increases occurred in the operating rates for producers
of textile mill products and rubber and plastics products. Operating rates
declined substantially for producers of primary metals and petroleum products;
moderate declines occurred for producers of stone, clay, and glass, and foods.
The rate for petroleum refineries has fallen about 6-1/2 percentage points since
last December,

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 78.8 percent of their
capacity in May — up 0.1 percentage point from April. Production of parts for
consumer durable goods and business and defense equipment increased, whiJe metals
mining and raw steel output declined. The nondurable goods materials utilization
rate rose 0.3 percentage point to 85.7 percent, reflecting strength in output of
some textiles and chemicals. Energy materials utilization dropped 0.6 percentage
point to 79.7 percent, largely because of strike-related decreases in coal output.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
July 16, 1981

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MAMJFACTURING AND MATERIALS
June 1981

Capacity utilization in manufacturing decreased in June to 79.6
percent from 80.1 percent in May. Prior to the June decline, manufacturing
utilization was essentially unchanged for six months. The June rate is 4.7
percentage points above the July 1980 low of 74.9 percent, and 7.6 percen-
tage points below the March 1979 high of 87.2 percent.

The operating rate for producers of industrial materials was
unchanged in June at 81.3 percent. The utilization rates for producers of
both durable and nondurable goods materials fell, but the rate for energy
materials rose sharply as a result of a post-strike surge in coal production
and increased electricity generation. In the absence of these gains, total
materials utilization would; have fallen substantially.

Within manufacturing, declines in operating rates were widespread.
The rate for primary processing industries dropped 0.5 percentage point to
80.2 percent, while the advanced processing industries rate fell 0.6
percentage point to 79.3 percent. Capacity utilization declined sharply for
producers of iron and steel, paper and products, and electrical machinery,
and rates also were substantially lower for producers of foods, textile mill
products, petroleum products, nonferrous metals, fabricated metals, aerospace
and miscellaneous transportation Equipment, instruments, and stone, clay and
glass. Utilization rates were up slightly in June for the motor vehicles
and parts, and rubber and plastics industries.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 78.6 percent of their
capacity in June—down from 79.2 percent in May. Raw steel utilization
dropped about 3-1/2 percentage points. The operating rate for nondurable
goods materials decreased 0.5 percentage point to 85.3 percent, as rates
declined for many textile, paper, and chemical materials,and for containers.
The rise in energy materials utilization totaled 3.1 percentage points, to
82.7 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
September 17, 1981

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
August 1981

Capacity utilization in manufacturing declined 0.6 of a percentage
point in August to 79.2 percent—its lowest level since October 1980. Producers
of industrial materials operated at 81.2 percent of their capacity in August,
down 0.5 of a percentage point from last month. ̂

Within manufacturing, the primary processing industries' utilization
rate decreased 0.5 of a percentage point in August to 79.3 percent, and the
advanced processing industries' rate decreased 0.6 of a percentage point to 79.1
percent. The utilization rate for the motor vehicles and parts industry fell
sharply again. Operating rates for producers of food, textiles, rubber and
plastics products, iron and steel, fabricated metals, electrical machinery,
aerospace and miscellaneous transportation equipment, and stone, clay and glass
declined more moderately. In contrast, the operating rate for the petroleum
industry increased for the first month since January, and rates also rose for the
nonelectrical machinery and instruments industries.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 78.6 percent of their
capacity in August, down 0.5 of a percentage point from July, and the rate for
nondurable goods materials producers declined by 0.2 of a percentage point to
83.9 percent. Capacity utilization for energy materials producers fell 1.6
percentage points to 84.1 percent, largely because of declines in coal mining and
electricity generation.

1. The estimates of capacity utilization contained in this release have been
revised for 1980 and 1981 based on revised capacity indexes (attached) and revised
industrial production indexes.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
October 19, 1981

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
September 1981

The capacity utilization rate for manufacturers fell 0.8 of a percentage
point in September to 78*5 percent, and the operating rate for materials producers
declined 1.0 percentage point to 80.4 percent• These declines followed smaller
reductions in August* Both rates were lower in September than they have been since
October 1980.

Within manufacturing, the rate for the primary processing industries
dropped 1.5 percentage points to 78.2 percent, while the rate for advanced processing
industries fell 0.5 of a percentage point to 78.6 percent. Capacity utilization
declined quite sharply for producers of iron and steel, following a large rise in
August. Utilization rafres also declined substantially in September—generally for
the second consecutive month—for a wide range of industries. A major exception was
producers of paper and products, which utilized somewhat more of their capacity in
September than in the preceding three months.

Producers of durable goods materials operated at 77.4 percent of capacity
in September, down from 79.0 percent in August. The utilization rate for producers
of raw steel dropped almost 3-1/2 percentage points in September, and the operating
rate for producers of aluminum fell markedly for the sixth consecutive month. The
rate for producers of nondurable goods materials was about unchanged* edging down 0.1
of a percentage point to 83.4 percent, while the operating rate for energy materials
producers declined 1.1 percentage points to 83.9 percent in September.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
November 16, 1981

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING A2® MATERIALS
October 1981

Capacity utilization in manufacturing fell 1.5 percentage paints in
October, following a revised 1.2 percentage point drop in September and a decline
of 0.2 of a percentage point in August. At 76.9 percent, the October index for
manufacturing is 2.0 percentage points above its July 1980 low.

Producers of industrial materials operated at 78.2 percent of capacity
in October, down 2.0 percentage points from their September rate. The operating
rate for materials producers had declined 1.4 percentage points (revised) in
September and 0.3 of a percentage point iii August. The materials utilization rate
in October was 4.4 percentage points above its recent low in July 1980.

Within manufacturing, sizable declines in utilization rates were wide-
spread again in October. The rate for the primary processing industries fell 2.1
percentage points to 76.1 percent, and the advanced processing industries rate
decreased 1*0 percentage point to 77.4 percent. For the second consecutive month,
capacity utilization dropped sharply for producers of iron and steel. The rate for
motor vehicles and parts producers also declined quite sharply, and approached its
August 1980 low.

The utilization rate for producers of durable goods materials dropped 2*6
percentage points to 74.8 percent, reflecting large declines in the production of
aluminum, raw steel, and parts for consumer durable goods and for equipment*
Producers of nondurable goods materials utilised 81«3 percent of their capacity in
October™a decline of 1.5 percentage points from September, as operating rates
decreased for producers of textile* paper, and chemical materials and containers.
The operating rate for energy materials production declined from 84.1 percent in
September to 83.3 percent in October.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)
For immediate release
December 17, 1981

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
November 1981

Capacity utilization in manufacturing fell 2.0 percentage points in
November to 74*9 percent, following declines of 1.5: percentage points in
October, and 1.2 percentage points in September• The manufacturing operating
rate in November was the same as its low in July 1980. The operating rate for
producers of industrial materials fell 2.2 percentage points in November,
following a 2.0 percentage point drop in October and a decline of 1.7 percen-
tage points in September. At 75.8 percent9 the materials rate in November was
2.0 percentage points above its July 1980 low.

Within manufacturing, substantial declines in utilization rates again
were widespread. The rate for the primary processing industries fell 2.,8
percentage points to 72*8 percent, and the rate for the advanced processing
industries decreased 1.5 percentage points to 76.0 percent. The operating rate
for producers of motor vehicles and parts dropped sharply, to about 50 percent
of capacity. Largely as a result of sizable declines in auto and truck produc-
tion, operating rates for the rubber and plastics and primary metals industries
also fell sharply.

The utilization rate for producers of durable goods materials dropped
3.1 percentage points in November to 71.9 percent, reflecting substantial
declines in the production of aluminum, raw steel, and parts for consumer durable
goods and for business equipment. Capacity utilization by producers of nondurable
goods materials fell 2.0 percentage points to 78.7 percent, as operating rates
declined for producers of textile, paper, and chemical materials and containers.
The operating rate for energy materials production decreased from 82,6 percent in
October to 82.1 percent in November.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)
For immediate release
January 18, 1982

CAPACITY UTILIZATIONS MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
December 1981

Capacity utilization in manufacturing fell 1,9 percentage points in
December to 72.9 percent, following declines of 1.8 percentage points in
November and 1.7 percentage points in October. The manufacturing operating
rate in December dropped to its lowest monthly rate since June 1975. Capacity
utilization for producers of industrial materials declined 2.6 percentage points
in December, following drops of 2.5 and 2.2 percentage points in November and
October, respectively. At 72.7 percent, the materials rate in December was lower
than it has been since July 1975•

Within manufacturing, sizable declines in utilization rates again were
widespread. The rate for the primary processing industries fell 3.0 percentage
points to 69.9 percent, and the rate for advanced processing industries decreased
1.3 percentage points to 74.5 percent. Operating rates declined quite sharply
for producers of rubber and plastics, iron and steel, nonferrous metals, electri-
cal machinery and chemicals. Producers of motor vehicles and parts cut back
operations somewhat further in December, and utilization dropped below 50 percent.
The operating rate for producers of petroleum products rose slightly in December,
and rates for the paper industry and the aerospace and miscellaneous transportation
equipment industry changed little.

The utilization rate for producers of durable goods materials dropped
3»0 percentage points to 69*0 percent, reflecting sharp declines in the operating
rates for aluminum production and for the production of parts for consumer durable
goods, and smaller cutbacks in rates for raw steel production and for the produc-
tion of parts for equipment. Capacity utilization by producers of nondurable goods
materials fell 2.9 percentage points to 74.2 percent, partly because of reductions
in textile and chemical materials production. The utilization rate for energy
materials production decreased from 82.1 percent in November to 81.5 percent in
December.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
March 17, 1982

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
February 1982

Capacity utilization rates for manufacturing and for industrial materials
production rose in February, as industrial activity increased from its low level
in January that was induced in part by unusually severe weather. The operating
rates fdr both manufacturing and materials producers increased 1.2 percentage
points in February to 71.8 percent and 71.7 percent, respectively.

Within manufacturing, the rate for the advanced processing industries
increased 1.2 percentage points in February to 73.9 percent, and the rate for the
primary processing industries rose 0,9 of a percentage point to 67.9 percent.
The utilization rate for motor vehicles and parts production remained under 50
percent despite a 3-1/2 percentage point gain. Operating rates also increased
substantially for producers of textiles, and more moderately for producers of
paper, chemicals, rubber and plastics, fabricated metals, nonelectrical machinery,
electrical machinery, aerospace and miscellaneous transportation equipment,
instruments, and stone, clay, and glass products. Production in the primary
metals industry continued to weaken in February, as operating rates declined
for producers of iron and steel, and of nonferrous metals. The operating rate
for producers of petroleum products fell below 70 percent— its lowest monthly
level since the series began in 1948.

Capacity utilization for producers of durable goods materials increased
1.3 percentage points in February to 67.2 percent; utilization rates for producers
of metals declined further while they increased for producers of parts for
consumer durable goods and equipment. The operating rate for the production of
nondurable goods materials rose 1.4 percentage points to 73.4 percent, reflecting
sizable increases in production of textile, paper, and chemical materials and
of containers. Energy materials producers operated at 82.5 percent of their
capacity in February, up 0.5 of a percentage point from the January rate.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release
• v p j g ^ : - .

G.3 (402)
For immediate release
May 17, 1982

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
April 1982

Capacity utilization in manufacturing declined 0.4 percentage point in
April to 71.1 percent, following a decrease of 0.6 percentage point in March.
The operating rate for producers of industrial materials fell 0.8 percentage
point in April to 70.8 percent, after dropping 1.0 percentage point in March.
During March and April the manufacturing and materials operating rates declined
less rapidly than they did from September 1981 through January 1982. In that
period, the manufacturing operating rate dropped at an average of about 1.7 per-
centage points per month and the materials operating rate fell at an average of
about 2.0 percentage points per month.

Within manufacturing, the utilization rate for the primary processing
industries decreased 0.6 percentage point in April to 67.7 percent, while the
rate for the advanced processing industries declined 0.2 percentage point to 73.0
percent. The operating rate for producers of primary metals dropped sharply in
April, and a large decline occurred in the rate for producers of nonelectrical
machinery. The capacity utilization rate for the motor vehicles and parts
industry increased in April for the third consecutive month but the industry still
operated at less than 55 percent of capaciry.

The operating rate for producers of durable goods materials fell 1.3
percentage points in April to 64.8 percent, mainly because of large reductions in
the production of basic metals and equipment parts. Utilization rates for the
production of raw steel and nonferrous metals declined again in April, to levels
about 33 and 20 percentage points, respectively, below their rates a year earlier.
Capacity utilization by producers of nondurable goods materials was unchanged at
75.2 percent in April, and the utilization rate for energy materials production
declined 0.9 percentage point to 81.2 percent, mainly reflecting a sizable reduc-
tion in coal mining.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G-.3 (402) For immediate release
June 16, 1982

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
May 1982

Capacity utilization in manufacturing decreased 0.2 percentage point
in Mayr following declines of 0.7 percentage point in April and 0.5 percentage
point in March. At 70.8 percent in May, the manufacturing operating rate was
lower than it has been since May 1975. The operating rate for producers of
industrial materials fell 0.6 percentage point in May to 69.9 percent, after
declining 1.3 and 1*1 percentage points, respectively, in April and March«
The rate for materials in May was 0.5 percentage point above its March 1975
low of 69.4 percent.

Within manufacturing, the utilization rate for the primary processing
industries declined 0.4 percentage point to 67.0 percent in May, while the rate
for the advanced processing industries edged down 0.1 percentage point to 72.8
percent. The operating rate for producers of primary metals continued to drop
sharply; the utilization rate for the iron and steel industry fell to a
preliminarily estimated level of about 46,9 percent, the lowest since the
prolonged steel strike of 1959. Another large decline occurred in the operating
rate for producers of nonelectrical machinery. The capacity utilization rate
for the motor vehicles and parts industry rose substantially in May for the
fourth consecutive month, but the industry still was operating at less than
sixty percent of capacity.

The operating rate for producers of durable goods materials fell 0.7
percentage point in May to 64.3 percent, largely because of continuing
reductions in the production of basic metals and equipment parts. Capacity
utilization by producers of nondurable goods materials decreased 0.2 percentage
point in May to 74.2 percent, and the operating rate for energy materials
production declined 0*6 percentage point to 80,1 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)
For immediate release
July 16, 1982

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
June 1982

Capacity utilization in manufacturing declined 0.6 percentage
point in June to 69,8 percent and the operating rate for producers of
industrial materials dropped 0.6 percentage point to 69.0 percent. These
rates were about 10 and 12 percentage points, respectively, below their
year-earlier levels and were close to or below their March 1975 lows.

Within manufacturing, the utilization rate for the advanced
processing industries fell 0.5 percentage point in June to 72.1 percent,
and the rate for the primary processing industries dropped 0.8 percentage
point to 65.5 percent. Operating rates again declined for most major
industry groupings; producers of iron and steel, nonferrous metals,
fabricated metal products, nonelectrical machinery, chemicals, aerospace
and miscellaneous transportation equipment, and stone, clay and glass
were operating in June at utilization rates either below or only slightly
above their lows during the 1975 recession. Capacity utilization rates
rose further for the petroleum products and the motor vehicles and parts
industries.

The operating rate for producers of durable goods materials
declined 0.4 percentage point in June to 63.7 percent. This decline
in June reflected sizable further reductions in utilization rates for
producers of basic metals and of equipment parts and a large rise in
the rate for producers of parts for consumer durable goods. The utilization
rate for nondurable goods materials producers declined 0.8 percentage
point to 72.4 percent, as operating rates decreased for producers of
textile, paper, and chemical materials. Producers of energy materials
operated at 79.5 percent of capacity in June, 0.7 percentage point below
the May rate.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)
For immediate release
August 13, 1982

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
July 1982

The manufacturing operating rate decreased 0.2 percentage point
in July to 69.5 percent of capacity and the rate for industrial materials
production edged down 0.1 percentage point to 6-8.8 percent. These were
smaller declines than in recent months. The materials rate in July was
below its March 1975 low of 69,4 percent of capacity, while the manufacturing
rate remained slightly above its low of 69*0 percent in March 1975.

Within manufacturing, the utilization rate for the advanced processing
industries decreased 0.2 percentage point in July to 71.6 percent, and the
rate for primary processing industries decreased 0.1 percentage point to
65.6 percent. The operating rate for producers of nonelectrical machinery
dropped substantially, while rates for several industries declined more
moderately. Utilization rates rose for producers of motor vehicles and
parts, and petroleum products.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 63.5 percent of
their capacity in July, down 0.4 percentage point from June as operating
rates continued to decline for metal mining and for the production of parts
for equipment. The utilization rate for nondurable goods materials production
decreased 0.1 percentage point to 71.6 percent in July, while the rate for
energy materials production rose, 0.6 percentage point to 80.1 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)
For immediate release
September 16, 1982

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
August 1982

Capacity utilization in manufacturing declined 0.5
in August to 69.4 percent, its lowest rate since March 1975.
indicate that the manufacturing rate was unchanged from June
percent. Producers of industrial materials operated at 68.5
in August, down 0.2 percentage point from July to a new low;
consecutive month this operating rate has been below its low
in March 1975.

percentage point
Revised estimates
to July at 69*9
percent of capacity
it was the third
of 69.4 percent

Within manufacturing, the operating rate for the advanced processing
industries fell 0,7 percentage point to 71.5 percent in August, while the rate
for the primary processing industries decreased 0.1 percentage point to 65,5
percent. Since July 1981 the utilization rate for the advanced processing
industries has declined 8.3 percentage points; the rate for primary processing
industries has dropped 14.6 percentage points.

Capacity utilization dropped sharply in August for producers of motor
vehicles and parts and petroleum products, and the rate for producers of primary
metals also declined. Equipment-producing industries continued to reduce
production; the electrical machinery, nonelectrical machinery, and aerospace
and miscellaneous transportation equipment industries idled more of their
capacity. In contrast, operating rates rose for the textile and paper industries.

The utilization rate for producers of durable goods materials declined
0.2 percentage point in August to 63.5 percent, as production of raw steel,
parts for consumer durable goods, and parts for equipment was curtailed. The
operating rate for producers of nondurable goods materials increased 0.2
percentage point to 70.8 percent, reflecting the higher output of textile and
paper materials. Producers of energy materials utilized 79.9 percent of their
capacity in August—down 0.6 percentage point from July.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

6.3 <402)

For immediate release
October 18, 1982

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
September 1982

Capacity utilization in manufacturing declined 0.5 of a percentage
point in September to 69.1 percent, close to its postwar low in March 1975.
The operating rate for producers of industrial materials dropped 0.7 of a
percentage point to a new series low of 67.6 percent of capacity.

Within manufacturing, the operating rate for the advanced processing
industries fell 0.8 of a percentage point in September to 71.0 percent, while
the rate for the primary processing industries was unchanged at 65.5 percent.
Industries that produce equipment used less of their capacity in September;
operating rates dropped for producers of electrical machinery, nonelectrical
machinery, instruments, and aerospace and miscellaneous transportation equip-
ment. The utilization rates for the motor vehicles and parts industry and
for the primary and fabricated metals industries declined again in September.
Capacity utilization was higher for some nondurable goods industries.

The operating rate for producers of durable goods materials dropped
,1.3 percentage points in September to a new low of 61.8 percent, as production
of raw steel, parts for consumer durable goods, and parts for equipment
was curtailed. The operating rate for producers of nondurable goods materials
rose 0.9 of a percentage point to 71.7 percent, reflecting the increased use
of capacity by producers of textile, paper, and chemical materials. The
operating rate for energy materials production fell 1.3 percentage points to
78.3 percent, partly as a result of reduced coal mining during the railroad
strike.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)
For immediate release
November 17, 1982

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
October 1982

Capacity utilization in manufacturing fell 0.8 of a percentage
point further in October to 68.4 percent, slightly under the previous
low of 69.0 percent which occurred in March 1975. The operating rate
for producers of industrial materials declined 0.5 of a percentage point in
October to 67.2 percent; the materials rate dropped below its March 1975
low last June.

Within manufacturing, the operating rate for the advanced processing
industries fell 1.1 percentage points to 69.8 percent, while the rate for the
primary processing industries decreased 0.3 of a percentage point to 65.8
percent. The operating rate declined sharply for producers of motor vehicles and
parts, and rates also decreased in industries producing nonelectrical machinery,
instruments, iron and steel, fabricated metals, paper, and other products.

The utilization rate for producers of durable goods materials dropped
1.0 percentage point in October to 61.0 percent, as producers of raw steel,
aluminum, parts for consumer durable goods, and parts for equipment curtailed
operations. Producers of nondurable goods materials operated 71.5 percent
of their capacity In October, down 0.3 of a percentage point since September.
The operating rate for energy materials production rose 0.6 of a percentage
point to 78.5 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G-3 (402)
For immediate release
December 16, 1982

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
November 1982

Capacity utilization in manufacturing fell 0.5 of a percentage point
in November to a postwar low of 67.8 percent,, Producers of industrial materials
operated at 66.7 percent of capacity, down Q«5 of a percentage point from the October
rate to another series low*

Within manufacturing operating rates declined 0.5 of a percentage point
in both the primary processing and the advanced processing industries, to 65.4
percent and 69.1 percent, respectively. After a relatively flat period during the
summer, total manufacturing utilization has declined somewhat faster in recent
months, mainly as a result of sizable production cutbacks by industries manufacturing
business equipment, and autos and trucks. Capacity utilization in the iron and
steel industry has continued to decline markedly in recent months, at about the
same pace as in the summer.

The November operating rate for total materials was more than 2-1/2
percentage points below its low in March 1975. Producers of durable goods
materials operated at 59.8 percent of capacity in November, down 0.8 of a
percentage point since October, and 4.3 percentage points below the rate in
March 1975. Although the operating rate for-nondurable goods materials production
decreased 0.3 of a percentage point in November to 72.5 percent, it remained well
above its March 1975 cyclical low. The rate for energy materials production dropped
0.6 of a.percentage point in November to 77.3 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)
For immediate release
January 17, 1983

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
December 1982

Operating rates declined again in December for manufacturing and for
industrial materials production, but at slower rates than during the previous
three months. From September through November the declines in both the manu-
facturing and the materials rates had averaged 0.8 of a percentage point per
month; in December capacity utilization in manufacturing edged down 0.1 of a
percentage point to 67.3 percent, and the industrial materials operating rate
decreased 0.4 of a percentage point to 65.5 percent. Both of these December
rates were new series lows.

Within manufacturing, the operating rate for the advanced processing
industries was unchanged in December at 69.1 percent, as gains in operating
rates for producers of motor vehicles and parts were largely offset by
declines in capacity use by producers of machinery. Capacity utilization for
the primary processing industries fell 0.3 of a percentage point to 63.8 percent,
mainly as a result of additional curtailments by producers of metals and
petroleum products.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 58.8 percent of their
capacity in December, down 0.5 of a percentage point from November. The operating
rate for consumer durable parts was up, but rates for equipment parts and metal
materials were down. Raw steel utilization dropped to 37.8 percent. The operating
rate for nondurable goods materials production edged down to 70.9 percent in
December, and the rate for energy materials production decreased 0.4 of a percentage
point to 76.7 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)
For immediate release
February 17, 1983

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
January 1983

Capacity utilization rates increased in January for manufacturing and
for industrial materials production, after declining in 15 of the last 17 months
starting in August 1981• The manufacturing operating rate rose 0.5
percentage point to 67.8 percent, and the materials rate increased 0.7
percentage point to 65.9 percent.

Within manufacturing, gains in capacity utilization were widespread.
The rate for the primary processing industries rose 1.1 percentage points to
64.6 percent, while the rate for the advanced processing industries grew more
moderately, by 0.3 percentage point to 69.7 percent. Capacity-use by producers
of iron and steel escalated more than 3.5 percentage points, but remained under
40 percent. The operating rate for the motor vehicles and parts industry also
posted a sharp increase—1.5 percentage points—but the industry still operated
at less than 54 percent of capacity. Producers of refined petroleum products
continued to cut back operations in January; their operating rate declined 1.0
percentage point to 66.1 percent—the lowest rate since the series began in 1948.
Among the industries that produce equipment, the January results were mixed:
operating rates were up for producers of electrical machinery and instruments,
but they were down for producers of nonelectrical machinery, and aerospace
and miscellaneous transportation equipment.

The utilization rate for producers of durable goods materials increased
1.1 percentage points in January to 58.9 percent, largely as a result of gains
in the production of basic metals and of parts for consumer durables. Producers
of nondurable goods materials utilized 71.8 percent of their capacity, up
0.4 percentage point as the production of textile and chemical materials rose,
while the output of paper materials declined. The operating rate for producers of
energy materials rose 0.5 percentage point to 77.4 percent, reflecting gains in
coal and crude oil output.
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FEDERAL RESERVE

G.3 (402) For immediate release
March 16, 1983

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
February 1983

Capacity utilization in manufacturing increased 0.2 percentage
point in February, following a more sizable January gain. Since year-end manu-
facturing utilization has risen about 1.0 percentage point, to a February rate
of 68.5 percent. Producers of industrial materials operated at 66.9 percent
of capacity in February—up 0.3 of a percentage point from January and about
1.7 percentage points above their operating rate in December.

Within manufacturing, producers of primary metals and motor vehicles
and parts have posted sharp increases in operating rates in recent months. In
contrast, rates have continued to decline for petroleum refining and for some
capital goods producing industries—nonelectrical machinery and aerospace and
miscellaneous transportation equipment.

Largely as a Tfesult of the strong advances in metals production, the
operating rate for producers of durable goods materials rose 0.6 of a percentage
point in February to 60Y9 percent, following an increase of 2.1 percentage points
in January. The operating rates for nondurable goods materials production and for
energy materials production were about unchanged in February at 71.7 percent
and 77.1 percent, respectively.
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FEDERAL RESERVE

G.3 (402) For immediate release
April 1-8, 1983

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
March 1983

Capacity utilization in manufacturing rose 0.7 percentage point in March
to 69.4 percent, reflecting widespread increases in activity among manufacturing
industries. Producers of industrial materials operated at 68.5 percent of
capacity in March, a gain of 0.8 percentage point that resulted mainly from
strong advances in the production of durable materials—especially metals,
equipment parts, and parts for durable consumer goods.

Within manufacturing, the iron and steel industry continued to reactivate
capacity at a fast pace—its operating rate has risen from 35.5 percent last
December to almost 52 percent in March. Capacity utilization rose in March for
several capital-goods-producing industries after generally declining in previous
months; rates were up more than 0.5 percentage point in electrical and nonelectrical
machinery, aerospace and miscellaneous transportation equipment, and instruments.
The operating rate for the motor vehicles and parts industry decreased a little,
but remained well above its depressed fourth quarter level.

Producers of durable goods materials posted a sizable gain in capacity
utilization for the third consecutive month in March; the rate rose 1.4
percentage points to 63.2 percent. The operating rate for producers of
nondurable goods materials was up more moderately—by 0.7 percentage point
to 73.3 percent. The rate for producers of energy materials fell 0.6
percentage point to 76.8 percent, largely because of a decline in coal
production.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402) For immediate release
May 16, 1983

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
April 1983

Capacity utilization rates for manufacturing and for industrial
materials production continued to rise in April, attaining their highest levels
since March 1982. The manufacturing rate increased 1.3 percentage points to 71.1
percent, following gains of 0.9 percentage point in March and 0.4 percentage point
in February. The materials rate was up 1.4 percentage points to 70.7 percent in
April, after having risen 1.0 percentage point in each of the preceding two months.

Within manufacturing, gains in operating rates were widespread
in April, and included sizable advances among industries that were especially hard
hit in the past few years. Capacity utilization rates for the primary and fabricated
metals industries continued to advance strongly, and operating rates for electrical
and nonelectrical machinery also posted sizable gains. The April rate for motor
vehicles and parts was up one percentage point to a little over 60 percent. The
operating rate for petroleum refining has risen more than 5 percentage points
since February, when it fell to a postwar low of about 63 percent.

Producers of durable goods materials utilized 65.7 percent of
capacity, up 1.8 percentage points as activity strengthened among producers of
metals, parts for equipment, and parts for consumer durables. The operating
rate for producers of nondurable materials rose 1.2. percentage points to 75.8
percent. After declining in February and March, the rate for energy materials
production increased 0.7 percentage point to 77.3 percent.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

.6.3 (402) For immediate release
June 16, 1983

CAPACITY UTILIZATION: MANUFACTURING AND MATERIALS
May 1983

Capacity utilization rates for manufacturing and for industrial
materials production each advanced 0,7 percentage point in May, to 72.0 percent
for manufacturing and to 71.7 percent for materials* Over the five months since
year-end the manufacturing rate has risen an average of 0.9 percentage point per
month, while the increase in the materials rate averaged 1.3 percentage points
per month.

Within manufacturing* further gains in operating rates were widespread.
Capacity utilization has risen particularly rapidly since December for the textile,
rubber and plastics, primary metals, and motor vehicles and parts industries.
Operating rates also were up substantially by May for some industries that started
their recoveries later: rates have risen steadily beginning In March for petroleum
refining and for both electrical and nonelectrical machinery.

Producers of durable goods materials operated at 66.7 percent of capacity
in May, up 0.9 percentage point from the April rate. The operating rate for raw
steel was about 15 percentage points above Its December low, although there was
little change from April to May. Producers of other primary metals continued to
reactivate capacity in May. In addition, operating rates rose again for producers
of parts both for equipment and for consumer durables. The operating rate for
nondurable goods materials production climbed 0.8 percentage point to 77.6 percent,
as rates increased for producers of textile materials, paper materials, and chemical
materials. Capacity utilization by producers of energy materials remained about
unchanged.
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For Immediate release

August 17, 1983

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining, and utilities increased
1«2 percentage points in July to 75.8 percent, the highest rate since late
1981. The manufacturing utilization rate also rose to 75.8 percent, and the
rates for mining and for utilities increased to 70.1 percent and 82.0 percent,
respectively. Producers of industrial materials utilized 76.0 percent of
capacity in July, up 1.6 percentage points from the June rate.

Within manufacturing, gains in operating rates were widespread again in July,
led by large increases in activity among producers of primary metals and
autos. The utilization of domestic auto plants jumped almost 7 percentage
points to 77.3 percent—the highest rate in four years—and the operating rate
for the iron and steel industry rose more than 2 percentage points to almost
61 percent.

Among producers of industrial materials, those producing durable goods
utilized 71.9 percent of capacity in July, up 1.8 percentage points since
June. The rate for producers of nondurable goods materials rose somewhat
less, by 1.2 percentage points to 80.3 percent. After remaining relatively
flat since February, the operating rate for producers of energy materials
increased 2.0 percentage points in July to 80.9 percent.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

Industrial Materials

1973
HIGH

88.4^

87.9
87.9
89.1

91.8
94.9

92.6

1975
LOW

71.1

69.0
67.6
71.0

86. 0
82. 0

69.3

1978
-80
HIGH

87.3

87.5
89.4
87.2

90.4
86.8

88.9

1982
LOW

69.6

68.8
64.8
73.8

69.6
79. 0

66.6

1967
-82
AVEH.

82.4.

81.8.
80.5.
83.9.

86.5.
88.6.

83.3.

1983
APB 1

7 3 . 1

72.9
69.7
76.9

67.5
80.9

72.5

HAT !

73.9

73.7
70.7
77.6

68.4
81.0

73. 5

JUNE I

74.6

74.5
71.6
78.3

68.8
81.0

74.4

JULT

75.8

75.8
73.2
79.0

70. 1
82.0

76.0
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release
''W&y

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For Immediate release

September 16, 1983

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining, and utilities rose 0.6 of a
percentage point in August to 76*7 percent, following an advance of 1.4
percentage points in July. The operating rate for manufacturing increased
0.5 of a percentage point, while the mining and utilities industries posted
gains of 1*0 and 1.3 percentage points, respectively. Producers of industrial
materials also utilized 76.7 percent of capacity in August, up 0.7 of a
percentage point from the rate in July.

The relatively large rises in the operating rates for utilities this summer
reflect increased electricity use prompted by unusually hot weather*
Capacity utilization for electric utilities has advanced more than 3 percentage
points in the two months of July and August to 82.4 percent, after declining
slightly in May and June.

Within manufacturing, operating rates continued to increase for most industries
in August, but at a slower pace than in July. Capacity utilization in the
motor vehicles and parts industry rose about 1-1/2 percentage points, and
the rate for auto plants climbed to 78.6 percent. Little spare capacity
remained in plants producing large cars, which have sold well. The operating
rate for the rubber and plastics industry continued to gain—it has risen
strongly this year, advancing 14 percentage points since December to 88.5
percent. The operating rate for producers of refined petroleum products
declined in August, after gaining more than 8 percentage points from its
February low. Producers of electrical machinery also utilized less capacity
in August, as activity was hampered by a strike in the telephone apparatus
industry.

Among producers of industrial materials, the 0.7 percent increase in the
operating rate was shared by producers of durable goods, nondurable goods,
and energy materials.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

Industrial Materials

1973
HIGH

88.4

87-9
87.9
89.1

91.8
94.9

92-. 6

1975
LOW

71-1

69.. 0
67.6
71.0

86.0
82-0

69.3

1978
-80
HIGH

87,3

8.7.5
89*4
87.2

90. 4
86-8

88.9

1982
LOW

69.6

68.8
64-8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6

1967
-82
AVER.

82 .4 .

8 1 . 8 .
80 .5 .
83 .9 .

86 .5 .
88 .6 .

83 .3 .

1983
HAY 1

73.9

73.8
70.7
77.7

68.2
80.9

73.5

JUNE I

74.7

74.8
71.8
78-6

68.4
80.4

74.4

JULY I

76,1

76.2
73*5
79.6

69.7
81.7

76.0

AOG

76.7

76.7
74«0
80.0

70.7
83.0

76.7
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and industrial Materials

For Immediate release

October 17, 1983

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining, and utilities
rose 1.0 percentage point in September to 78.1 percent, following an
advance of 0.8 percentage point in August. The operating rate for
manufacturing increased 1.3 percentage points in September to 78.4 percent,
its highest level in two years. At 70.9 percent in September, the mining
industry's utilization rate remains about unchanged from its level in
late 1982^ The operating rate for utilities decreased in September from
an August rate that reflected an unusually heavy demand for air conditioning.

Producers of industrial materials utilized 78.4 percent of capacity,
up 1.0 percentage point from the rate in August.

Within manufacturing, gains in operating rates again were
widespread. In September, the operating rate for the motor vehicles
and parts industry rose 2.1 percentage points to 77.8 percent, and the
rate for iron and steel increased 1 1/2 percentage points to about 63 1/2
percent. These two industries — which have been especially hard hit in
recent years and in which capacity has been shrinking — have posted
especially large cumulative gains in operating rates this year. In
three nondurable manufacturing industries — textiles, paper, and
rubber and plastics -~ operating rates were above 90 percent in September.
On the other hand, the aerospace and miscellaneous transportation equipment
industry operated at only 68.6 percent of capacity in September — down a
little from late 1982 — largely because of continued weakness in commercial
aircraft and railroad equipment production.

Operating rates increased 1.4 percentage points in September
for producers of both durable and nondurable goods materials, while the
operating rate for producers of energy materials declined 0.9 percentage
point due to reductions in coal production and electricity generation.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

Industrial Materials

1973
HIGH

88.4

87.9
87.9
89.. 1

91.8
9* . 9

92.6

1975
LQ8

71 . 1

69.0
67.6
71.0

86.0
82.0

69.3

1978
-80
HIGH

87.3

87.5
89.4
87.2

90.4
86.8

88.9

1982
LOB

69.6

68.8
64.8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6

1967
-82
AVEI.

82.4.

81.8.
80.5.
83.9.

86.5.
88.6.

83.3.

1983
JOKE

74.8

74.9
71.8
78.7

68.1
80.8

74.4

I JULI

76.3

76.3
73.6
79.7

69.5
83.6

76.4

I ADG

7 7 . 1

7 7 . 1
74.5
80.5

70.2
84.3

77.4

1 SEP

7 8 . 1

78.4
76.0
81.3

70.9
83.1

78.4
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For Immediate release

November 16, 1983

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining, and utilities
rose to 78.6 percent in October from 78.1 percent in September — a
somewhat more moderate advance than those recorded during the previous
seven months. The operating rate for total manufacturing Increased 0.6
percentage point to 78.9 percent, largely as a result of gains in activity
within durable manufacturing. The mining industry operated at 71.6
percent of capacity In October — up 0.7 percentage point ™ while the
rate for utilities declined.

Within manufacturing, industries producing metals, machinery,
and aerospace and miscellaneous transportation equipment showed the
largest gains In operating rates. The iron and steel industry increased
its capacity use by about 3 percentage points, and rates for the machinery
industries were up almost 1-1/2 percentage points. Despite these advances,
operating rates in the steel and nonelectrical machinery industries are
still well below their long-term averages* Capacity utilization at auto
assembly plants was cut back to about 77-1/2 percent in October, apparently
reflecting temporary shortages of essential parts. Nonetheless, for the
motor vehicles and parts industry as a whole the operating rate was up a
little in October because of Increases In the production of trucks and
parts.

Producers of industrial materials utilized 78.9 percent of
capacity in October, up from 78.4 percent in September. The operating
rate for producers of durable materials rose 1.0 percentage point in
October. The rate for producers of nondurable materials increased only
slightly, and the rate for producers of energy materials decreased.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

Industrial Materials

1973
8 I G B

88.4

87.9
87.9
89.1

91.8
94.9

92.6

1975
1.00

71 , 1

69.0
67.6
71,0

86.0
62.0

69.3

1978
-80
HIGH

87.3

87-5
£9.4
87.2

90.4
66.8

68.9

1982
LOi

69.6

68.8
64.8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6

1967
-82

82.4.

61 .8 .
80 .5 .
83 .9 .

86.5.
88.6 .

83 .3 .

1983
J0&2

76.3

76.4
73.6

69.5
83.5

76.5

! AQ6

77.2

77.3
74.5
80.7

70.3
85. 0

71.4

I SEP

78.1

78.3
76.0
81.2

70.9
83.4

78.4

, i OCT

78.6

78.9
76.9
81.3

71.6
82.4

78. S
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For immediate release

December 16, .1983

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining, and utilities
rose 0.5 of a percentage point in November to 79.2 percent, following
an increase of 0.4 of a percentage point in October. The gains posted
for these first two months of the fourth quarter have been more moderate
than those recorded in the spring and summer. The operating rate for
total manufacturing also advanced 0.5 of a percentage point in November,
to 79.4 percent* Capacity utilization in mining increased more briskly,
by 1.1 percentage points to 72.8 percent, while the rate for utilities
rose a little, to 84.2 percent.

Producers of industrial materials reached 80.0 percent of
capacity in November, up 0.6 of a percentage point from the rate in
October. The rates for producers of durable goods materials and nondurable
goods materials increased by 0*7 and 0.6 of a percentage point, respectively.
Among soft goods, over the last few months operating rates for paper
materials have risen near previous cyclical highs. The rate for producers
of energy materials rose 0.4 of a percentage point in November, after
declining in October.

Within manufacturing, the larger gains in operating rates were
recorded by the primary metals, machinery, and motor vehicles and parts
industries. For the latter, output levels of trucks and parts rose, but
the auto assembly rate was about unchanged. The operating rate for
producers of refined petroleum products decreased in November.

Capacity IMHftzttion: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adguated

Series

Total Imtaetry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

mduttfal Materials

1 9 7 3
HIGH

88.4

87-9
87.9
89.1

91.8
94.9

92.6

1975
LOU

71.1

69.0
67.6
71.0

86.0
82.0

69.3

1978
-80
HIGH

87.3

87.5
89.4
87.2

90.4
86.8

38.9

1982
LGh

69.6

68.8
64.8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6

1967
-82
AfEfi.

82.4.

81.8.
80.5.
83.9.

86.5.
88.6.

83.3.

1983
AUG

77.3

77.3
74.6
80.8

70.2
85.0

77.4

SEP

78.3

78.4
75.9
81.6

70.6
84.6

78.7

I OCI

78.7

78.9
76.5
81.9

71.7
83.9

79.4

JiCY

79.2

79.4
77.1
82.2

72-d
84.2

30.0
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For Immediate release

January 16, 1984

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining, and utilities
advanced 0*3 percentage point in December to 79*4 percent, the highest
rate since September 1981* The utilisation of U*S. industrial capacity
continued to rise throughout the fourth quarter of 1983, but the increases
were less rapid than those recorded in the spring and summer® The operating
rate for mafMfacturlng increased only slightly In December, by 0*1 percentage
point to 7 9® 4 percent. In contrast, the rate for mining rose 1-1/2
percentage points to 74*5 percent as oil and gas well drilling activity
increased sharply. The rate for utilities jumped 2 percentage points to
86*2 percent, largely as a result of unusually cold weather In December.

Within manufacturing, operating rates for auto assemblies and
for the electrical machinery and paper industries advanced strongly.
At 81.9 percent, domestic auto plants operated at a higher rate in December
than they had since June 1979. Paper producers are utilizing the bulk of
their capacity: since late summer operating rates for the paper industry
have been In the mid-to-upper 90s. Operating rates decreased for some
Industries In December, including chemicals, petroleum refining, and
primary metals.

The operating rate for producers of industrial materials was up
0.3 percentage point In December to 80*1 percent, reflecting a strong
increase In activity among producers of energy materials.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

Industrial Materials

1973
HIGH

88.4

87.9
87.9
89.1

91.. 3
94.9

92«6

197 5
LO5?

71.1

69.0
67.6
71.0

86.0
82.0

69.3

1978
- 8 0
HIGH

87.3

87.5
89.4
87.2

90,4
66. 8

88.9

1982
LOS

69.6

68.8
64.8
73,8

69.6
79.0

66.6

1967
- 8 2
AVER.

82.4.

81.8.
80. 5.
83-9.

86.5.
88.6.

83.3.

1983
SEP |

78.2

78.4
76.0
81.5

70.8
84.8

78.6

OCf |

78.7

79.0
76.6
81-9

71.7
83.4

79. 4

HO? j

79.1

79.3
77.1
82.0

73.0
84*2

79.8

DEC

79.4

79.4
77.5
81. 9

74.5
86.2

80. 1
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For Immediate release

February 16, 1984

Capacity utilization In manufacturing, mining and utilities rose
0.7 percentage point in January to 79*9 percent, the highest rate since
September 1981* Manufacturing also operated at 79.9 percent of capacity in
January compared to a downward-revised rate of approximately 79 percent that
prevailed in the last months of 1983. The rate for mining increased 1 percentage
point further in January to 76*2 percent• In contrast, the rate for utilities
declined by 2.1 percentage points to 83.9 percent as the unusually low temperatures
experienced in December were followed by more typical weather In January•

Within manufacturing, operating rates for producers of durable goods
rose 1-1/4 percentage points in January. The rates for the primary metals and
transportation equipment industries advanced strongly, but the level of
utilization was still quite low for steel, copper, commercial aircraft, ships,
and railroad equipment* The utilization rate for nondurable goods industries
advanced 0.4 percentage point in January to 81.8 percent, following a slight
decline in the last two months of 1983. Some nondurable manufacturing Industries
have been operating at relatively high rates. The utilization rates for paper
and products and for rubber and plastics products were above the highs observed
in the 1978-1980 period, and the rate for textile mill products was above the
average of the 1967-1982 period.

The overall operating rate for producers of industrial materials
rose 0.8 percentage point in January to 80.8 percent which remains below its
1967-82 average of 83.3 percent.

Capacity Utilisation: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

Industrial aiateriats

1973

88.<§

87,9
87.9
89*1

91,8
94.9

92.6

1975
LOB

71.1

69.0
67.6
71-0

86.0
82.0

69.3

1978
-80
HIGH J

87.3

87.5
89. 4
87.2

90.%
86.8

88. 9

1982
LOU

69.6

68.8
64.8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6

1967
-82

82.4.

8L8.
80.5.
83*9.

86.5.
88.6.

83.3.

1983
OCT I

78.7

78.9
76.5
81.8

71.5
83.3

79.5

10? I

78-3

78.9
76.8
81.5

73.1
83.0

79.8

SEC 1

79.2

79.0
77.1
81.4

75.2
§6.0

80.0

1984
JAN

79.9

79.9
78.3*
81.8

76.2
S3. 9

§0.8
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For immediate release

March 16, 1984

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining and utilities rose
0.9 percentage point in February to 80.7 percent, and the operating rate in
manufacturing alone rose a percentage point to 81.0 percent. In contrast,
the rate for mining fell 0.4 percentage point, reflecting another decline in
oil and gas well drilling, and the rate for utilities dropped as the generation
of electricity declined in response to the less severe temperatures in February.
The February utilization rate for manufacturing was at its highest level since
May 1981 and was only slightly below the average utilization rate observed for
the 1967-1982 period.

Within manufacturing, operating rates for producers of durable goods
rose 1.3 percentage points. In early 1984 utilization in the steel industry
resumed rising sharply following a dip in late 1983, and the rate for electrical
machinery, which was already high, has advanced strongly further. In nondurable
manufacturing, capacity utilization for the paper and rubber and plastics
industries, which also were at above average rates, changed little in February.
The rate for petroleum products jumped 4-1/2 percentage points in February
to 78.0 percent, following a reduced rate of output in December and January
when winter storms occurred. The overall utilization rate for nondurable
goods industries advanced 0.7 percentage points in February to 82.2 percent
of capacity.

The overall operating rate for producers of industrial materials
rose 1.1 percentage point in February to 81.6 percent. The 1967-82 average
was 83.3 percent.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series !

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

Industrial Materiel*

1973
HIGH

88.4

87*9
87,9
89.1

91.8
94.9

92.6

1975
LOS

71.1

€9. 0
67.6
71.0

86.0
82.0

69.3

1978
-80
HIGH

87.3

87.5
89.9
87.2

90 . 4
86,8

88.9

1982
LOW

69.6

68.8
64.8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6

1967
-82
AVER.

82.4.

81.8.
80.5.
83.9.

86.5.
88.6.

83.3.

1983
HOY |

78.7

78.8
76.8
81.3

73.2
83.0

79.6

DEC |

79.0

78.9
77.4
80.9

74.7
84.5

79.6

1984
JAN |

79.8

80.0
78.8
81.5

75.1
83.0

80.5

FEB

80.7

81.0
80.1
82.2

74.7
82.2

81.6
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For Immediate release

April 16, 1984

Capacity utilization in manufacturing> mining and utilities edged
up 0.2 percentage point in March to 80.9 percent•. Manufacturers operated at
81.1 percent of capacity, the highest level for this series in four years.
The utilization rate in manufacturing has risen 12*3 percentage points since
its recession low in 1982 and is nearing its 1967-82 average*

In contrast, mines and utilities continued to operate at rates
substantially below their long-term averages* In March the utilization
rate in mining declined by 0.5' percentage point because of another reduction
in drilling for oil and gas. The rate for utilities rose 0*6 percentage
point following a 2 percentage point drop in February; these movements
reflected changing weather conditions.

Within manufacturing, the largest increases occurred in petroleum
products, which continued to rebound following a sharp dip last December,
Substantial increases also occurred in the electrical machinery and motor
vehicle industries which are operating at relatively high rates of utilization,
Output in the paper industry pressed more closely against capacity as the
utilization rate rose 0*3 percentage point to 98*5 percent* Utilization
rates in the primary and fabricated metals and nonelectrical machinery
industries rose somewhat, while rates were unchanged or declined slightly for
a number of industries.

Producers of industrial materials operated at 81.9 percent of
capacity in March, up 0.3 percentage point from the month before* The
utilization for durable goods materials rose 0*5 percentage point while that
for nondurable goods materials was unchanged* The rate for energy materials
edged up another 0«2 percentage point to 84*6 percent of capacity.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series j

Total Imfystry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

Industrial Staff rials

1973
HIGH

8 8 . 4

8 7 . 9
87.9
89.1

91.8
94*9

92.6

1975
LOW

71.1

67^6
71.0

86*0
82.0

69*3

1978
-80

UBIGjJLj

87.3

87,5
89«4
87.2

90.4
86.8

88.9

1982
LOW

69*6

68«8
64.8

69.6
79*0

66.6

1967

k¥¥$«

82 .4 .

•81.8.
80 a 5*
8 3 . 9 .

8 6 . 5 .
8 8 . 6 .

8 3 . 3 .

1983
DEC |_

79 .1

78.9
11.5
80.7

74.7
85.7

79.6

1984
JAK j

80*0

80«0
79.1
81.2

75.2
84.8

80.5

80«7

80.3
81.8

75.2
82«8

81.6

BAIT"

'80*9

81.1
80.5
81*7

74.7
83.4

81.9
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For Immediate release

May 16, 1984

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining and utilities rose
0.9 percentage points in April to 81.9 percent, the highest rate since March
1980. The April level was more than 12 percentage points above the low in
the 1982 recession, but it remains significantly below the highs reached in
1973 and 1979.

Capacity utilization in manufacturing rose 1.1 percentage points
to 82.3 percent and the gains were widespread among industries. In contrast,
the rate for mining edged downward in April to 74.3 percent of capacity as
operating rates declined in coal mining and remained low in oil and gas well
drilling and metal mining. Utilities operated at 83.2 percent of capacity,
the same as in March.

Manufacturers of durable goods operated at 81.9 percent of capacity
in April, up 1.3 percent from March, despite a substantial decline in the
rate of auto assemblies. The operating rate for nondurable goods rose 0.7
percentage point to 82.7 percent of capacity as the rate for petroleum products
rose 2 percentage points.

The operating rate for producers of industrial materials rose one
percentage point in April to 83.3 percent, equal to its 1967-1982 average.
Since its low in late 1982, this rate has risen 16.7 percentage points in
part reflecting a 27 percentage point increase in the utilization rate for
metal materials.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

Industrial Materials

1973
HIGH

63.4

67.9
87.9
89.1

91.8
94*9

92.6

1975
LOU

71.1

69.0
67.6
71.0

86.0
82,0

69.3

1978
-80
HIGH

87.3

87.5
89.4
87.2

90.4
86.8

88.9

1982
LOW

69.6

68.8
64.8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6

1967
-82
AVEH.

82 .4 .

8 1 . 8 .
8 0 . 5 .
83 .9 .

86 .5 .
8 8 . 6 .

83 .3 .

1984
JAN |

80. 1

80. 1
79.3
81.1

75.4
84.8

80.6

FEB j

80.8

81.0
80.2
82.0

75.1
82.6

82.0

NAB |

81 .0

81 .2
80 .6
82 .0

74.5
83.2

82.3

APR !

81.9

82.3
81.9
82.7

74.3
83.2

83.3
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For Immediate release

Juue 18, 1984

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining, and utilities rose
0.2 percentage point in May to 81.7 percent, following a revised increase of
0.6 percentage point in April. The April rise previously had been estimated
to be 0.9 percentage point. These estimates reflect both the April revisions
to output and, to a lesser extent, revisions to manufacturing capacity back to
December 1983.

Capacity utilization in manufacturing edged up 0.1 percentage point
to 81.9 percent in May. This is the highest reading since March 1980, and about
equals the 1967-1982 average rate. The rate for mining rose 1.3 percentage
points to 75.4 percent in May, regaining the January level after 3 months of
decline. Utilities operated at 83.8 percent of capacity, up 0.2 percentage
point from the April level.

The utilization rate for industrial materials rose 0.4 percentage
point in May to 83®3 percent of capacity. The rate for producers of metal
materials rose more than a percentage point to 74.4 percent continuing the
strong gains recorded so far this year and in 1983. Output of paper and pulp
continued to press against capacity levels as it has since last fall. Capacity
utilization rates for chemicals and energy materials rose in May but remained
significantly below their respective 1967-1982 averages.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

T@tal Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

industrial Materials

1973
HIGH

88.4

87*9
87«9
89.1

91.8
94.9

92*6

1975
LOU

71.1

69.0
67.6

, 71.0

86.0
82.0

69.3

1978
-80
HIGH

87«3

87.5
89*4
87.2

90-4
86.8

€8.9

1982
LQM

6 9.6

68»8
64.8
73^8

69*6

66.6

1967
-82

82*4.

81-8 .
80.-5.

86. 5.

83. 3S

1984
FEE |

80«7

80.9
80.1
8L8

74«9

• 81.9

BAB

8 0 .

8 f .
80.
8 1 .

2:.-
8 2 .

|

9

0
3
9

i
2

AF£ !

81.5

8il2

74.1
83«6

82.9

MAY

81.7

81.9
81.4

75»4
83*8

83* 3
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For Immediate release

July 16, 1984

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining, and utilities
advanced 0.2 percentage point in June to 81*7 percent, the highest level
since July 1981* The operating rate for manufacturing, following a downward
revised increase of 0.6 percentage point in April, rose 0.1 percentage point
in both May and June and reached 81.8. percent in the latter month. The
operating rate for mining increased more rapidly, advancing 0.8 percentage
points in June as activity picked up in coal mining and oil and gas well
drilling. The rate of utilization at electric utilities rose 1.3 percentage
point in June, in part because of more than seasonal use of air conditioning.

Within manufacturing, the utilization rates for durable manufacturing
rose 0.3 percentage point to 81.3 in June. Operating rates for motor vehicles,
other transportation equipment, and nonelectrical machinery advanced while
the rate for steel declined. The utilization rate for nondurable manufacturing
was unchanged in June, following a small increase of 0.1 percentage point in
May; operating rates in the paper and textile industries have declined, but
those for rubber and plastics have increased further.

The operating rate for producers of industrial materials was up
0*2 percentage point in June to 82.9 percent, in part because of a substantial
increase in the rate of energy materials.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

1973
HIGH

8 8 . 4

87.9
87.9
89.1

91.8
94.9

92.6

1975
LOW

71.1

69.0
67.6
71.0

86.0
82.0

69.3

1978
-8 0
HIGH

87.3

87.5
89.4
87.2

90.4
86.8

88.9

LOW

69.

68.
64.
73.

69.
79.

6 6 .

*-

6

8
8
8

6
0

6

1967
-82
AVER.

82. 4*

81 .8 .
80 .5 .
83 .9 .

86.5 .
88 .6 .

83 .3 .

1984
HAS

80.9

81.0
80.4
81.8

74.7
84.0

82.2

APB |

81 .4

81 .6
80.9
82.3

74.2
85.1

82.7

HAY

81.5

81.7
81.0
82.4

75.1
84.7

82.7

JUNE

8U7

81.8
81.3
82.4

75.9
85.8

82.9
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For Immediate release

August 16, 1984

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining and utilities rose
0.5 percentage point in July to 82,5 percent, close to the 1967-82 average
and the highest level since March 1980• The operating rate for manufacturing
advanced 0*6 percentage point in July to 82.6 percent. The operating rate for
mining jumped 1.6 percentage points because of a large increase in coal output;
the rate for utilities fell 0.8 percentage point as generation of electricity
declined from the unusually high level attained in June.

Within manufacturing, the utilization rate for durable manufacturing
rose 1.0 percentage point to 82.5 percent. Gains were widespread, and the
rate for electrical machinery exceeded 93.0 percent. Manufacturers of non-
durable goods operated at 82.8 percent in July, the same as in June. The
paper and the rubber and plastics products industries continued to operate at
nearly 96*0 percent of capacity, but the rate for petroleum products fell to
78.7 percent.

Producers of industrial materials operated at 83.9 percent of
capacity in July, up 0.8 percentage point from June. At 83.0 percent the
rate for durable goods materials exceeded its 1967-82 average, even though
operating rates were still low for steel mills, copper refiners, and metal
mining. The rate for nondurable goods materials rose 0.6 percentage point to
84.6 percent and the rate for energy materials remained near 85-1/2 percent;
both of these rates are below their averages for 1967-82.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

Industrial Materials

1973
HIGH

88.4

87.9
87.9
89.1

91.8
94.9

92.6

1975
LOW

71 .1

69.0
67.6
71.0

36.0
82.0

69.3

1978
-80
HIGH

87.3

87.5
89.4
87.2

90.4
86.8

88.9

1982
LOU

69.6

68.8
64.8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6

1967
-82
AVER.

82.4 .

81.8 .
80 .5 .
83 .9 .

86.5 .
88 .6 .

83 .3 .

1984
APR

81.3

81.5
80.9
82.3

74.3
85.0

82. 5

I HAY

81.5

81.6
81.1
82.3

75.6
84.8

82.6

I JUNE

82.0

82.0
81.5
82.8

76.6
85.8

83.1

I JULY

82.5

82.6
82.5
82.8

78.2
85. 0

83.9
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FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For immediate release

September 17, 1984

Capacity utilization in total manufacturing, mining, and utilities
remained unchanged at 82.6 percent in August, following consecutive increases
of about 1/2 percentage point in June and July. The July-August rate was 0.2
percentage point above the 1967-82 average.

In manufacturing, 82.8 percent of capacity was used in both August
and July, up 1.0 percentage point from the second quarter average and 2.1
percentage points from the first quarter.

In contrast, recent utilization rates for utilities remained
about the same as in the first half of the year. The utilization rate for
mining declined somewhat in August, but stood 2 1/2 percentage points above
the average of the first half of the year.

The overall utilization rates for both the durable and nondurable
manufacturing were essentially unchanged in August. Substantial declines in
operating rates for primary metals and automobile assemblies were offset by
increases for nonelectrical machinery, instruments and petroleum refining.

Utilization rates for industrial materials edged up to 83.6 percent
of capacity in August. This rate remained 5 percentage points below the
1978-80 high.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

1973
BIGB

88.4

87.9
87.9
89.1

9U8
94«9

92-6

1975
LO«

71.1

69.0
67,6
71.0

86.0
82.0

69.3

1978
-80
HIGH

87.3

87.5
89.4
87.2

90.4
86.8

88-9

1982
LOB

69.6

68.8
64.8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6.

1967
•82
iVER.

82.4 .

81 .8 .
80 .5 .
83 .9 .

86 .5 .
88*6.

83 .3 .

1984
HAY I

81.5

81.7
81.0
82.4

75.4
84.7

82.7

JUNE i

82.1

82.1
81.7
82.7

76.4
85.4

83.0

JULY |

82.6

82.8
82.6
82.9

78.0
84.3

83.5

&UG

82.6

82.8
82.7
82.8

77.7
84.5

83.6

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

1984-09-17 | August 1984 and Second Quarter 1984



FEDERAL RESERVE statistical release

G.3 (402)

CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For Immediate release

October 17, 1984

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining, and utilities fell
0.7 percentage point in September to 81.9 percent. This decline brought the
industrial utilization rate below its 1967-82 average of 82,4 percent. For
the third quarter as a whole the industrial utilization rate was 82.4 percent,
up from 81.7 percent one quarter earlier and from 77.3 percent a year earlier.

All three major components of the total index decreased in September.
Manufacturing, the dominant component, fell by 0.7 percentage point, utilities
by 0.5 percentage point, and mining by 0.1 percentage point. The decrease in
utilization was broad-based with durable manufacturing accounting for the
larger part of the decline. In part because of a strike, motor vehicle
manufacturing played a major role in the overall September fall off. The drop
in this industry's capacity utilization was 5.4 percentage points to 82.5
percent, still above its 1967-82 average of 78.6 percent. In contrast, the
utilization rate for aerospace and miscellaneous transportation equipment
rebounded from an August fall of 0.5 percentage point to a September gain of
0.7 percentage point.

Utilization rates for industrial materials fell 1.1 percentage points
in September to 82.0 percent, which was more than one percentage point below its
1967-82 average. Durable goods materials, especially metals, led the decline.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

Industrial Materials

1973
BIGH

8 8 . 4

87*9
87*9
8 9 . 1

9 1 , 8
94*9

9 2 , 6

1975
LOW

7 K 1

69.0
67.6
71.0

86-0
32.0

69.3

1978
-80
HIGH

87,3

87*5
89.4
87.2

90.4
86.3

88.9

1982
LOU

69.6

68.8
64*8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6

1967
-82
A¥ER.

82.4 .

81.8 .
80 .5 .
83 .9 .

86.5.
88.6 .

83.3 .

1984
«J0M£

8 2 , 1

82.2
81.7
82.9

76.6
85.4

82.9

I JOLY

82.7

82.9
82.6
83.1

78.1
84.1

83. 1

A0G S

82.6

82-8
82.9
82.8

77.5
84.1

83.1

SEP

81.9

82,1
82.0
82.3

77.4
83.6

82.0
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For Immediate release

November 16, 1984

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining, and utilities edged
down 0.2 percentage point in October to 81.8 percent—the third consecutive
monthly decline. The rate for the mining sector declined most while manu-
facturing and utilities decreased only slightly. Unlike the utilization
rates in mining and utilities, the manufacturing rate remained above its
1967-82 average.

In October there was no consistent pattern in utilization rate
changes. The capacity utilization rate for automobile production moved up
modestly from its low September value, but the motor vehicle and parts
industry as a whole declined a percentage point its utilization rate because
of a sharp cutback in truck production. The utilization rate for electrical
machinery also declined while rates for petroleum products and metals showed
increases after recent weakness.

The materials utilization rate decreased, reflecting declines in
both the energy materials and durable goods materials rates.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining

Utilities

Industrial Materials

1973
HIGH

88.4

87.9
87.9
89.1

91.8
94.9

92.6

1975
LOU

71.1

69.0
67.6
71.0

86.0
82.0

69.3

1978
-80
BIGH

87.3

87.5
89.4
87.2

90.4
66.8

€8.9

1982
LOW

69.6

68.8
64.8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6

1967
-82
AVEB.

82 .4 .

81 .8 .
80 .5 .
83 .9 .

86 .5 .
88 .6 .

83 .3 .

198 4
JULI ;

82.7

82.8
82.7
82.9

78.3
84. 1

83. 1

AUG !

82.6

62.8
83.0
82.6

77.4
83.3

83.3

8 - .

82.
82.
62.

77.
82.

82.

1

2
4
c
3
9

4

OCT

8 1 . a

82.1
82.2
82.0

74.4
82.8

81.9
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For In

December 17, 1984

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining, and utilities edged
up 0.1 percentage point in November to 81.5 percent—following three consecutive
months of decline in the index. Utilization rates turned up in both manufac-
turing and mining. The rate for utilities remained at 83.0 percent in November,
after having declined since June.

The November increase in the manufacturing utilization rate reflected
gains in durable manufacturing. In particular, the motor vehicles and parts
industry had a sharp rise in utilization after a strike-related downturn and
reached its highest rate since May 1979. However, there were declines in
utilization among other producers of durable goods. These included declines
of one-half a percentage point or more in utilization rates in fabricated
metal products, nonelectrical machinery, and aerospace and miscellaneous
transportation equipment. Even so, the rates for these three industries
remained above their second quarter 1984 levels. The utilization rate in
nondurable manufacturing remained unchanged in the last three months.

The utilization rate in materials production edged up to 81.5
percent in November. Rates for both durable goods materials and energy
materials rose, after dipping in October, while the nondurable goods materials
stayed unchanged.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Total Induetoy

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

MiniftQ
Utilities

1973
HIGH

88. 4

87.9
87.9
89.1

91.8
94.9

92.6

1975
LOB

7 1 .

69.
67.
7 1 .

86.
82.

6 9 .

1

0
6
0

0
0

3

1978
-80
HIGH

87.3

87.5
89.*
87.2

90.4
86.8

68.9

1982
LOW

69.6

68.8
64.8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6

1967
-82
AVSH.

82.4.

81,8 .
80.5.
83.9.

86.5.
88. 6.

83.3*

1984
AOG I

82.5

82. 8
82.9
82.6

77.3
83.3

83.2

SEP !

81.9

82.1
82.3
81.3

77.3
83. 2

82.3

OCT |

81.4

81.7 <
81.7
81.8

74.2
83.0

81.3

NOV

P1.5

at.9
PI.9
81.8

74.8
83.0

81.5
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CAPACITY UTILIZATION
Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities, and Industrial Materials

For Immediate release

January 16, 1985

Capacity utilization in manufacturing, mining, and utilities moved
up 0.3 percentage point in December to 81.9 percent, though it remained below
its level in mid-84. Both mining, and manufacturing utilization rates rose in
December, but the utilities rate decreased. The overall index in December was
2.9 percentage points higher than 12 months earlier. For 1984 as a whole,
the utilization rate averaged 81.6 percent, the highest since 1979, yet still
below the 1967-82 average rate of 82.4 percent.

Despite widespread advances in manufacturing utilization rates in
December, the fourth quarter as a whole showed a lower utilization rate than
the third quarter, both for durable and nondurable manufacturing. The December
increases in manufacturing were most pronounced in advanced processing.
Operating rates for nonelectrical machinery, fabricated metal products, and
aerospace and miscellaneous transportation equipment all turned upward in
December after November declines. Motor vehicles and parts made further
gains in December, after a large November increase.

The utilization rate in materials production increased 0.2 percentage
point in December, giving a 2.0 percentage point increase over the course of
1984. Metal materials utilization continued to decline in December, keeping
the durable goods materials rate unchanged. A strong gain in nondurable
goods materials utilization generated the overall materials increase.

Capacity Utilization: Summary
Percent of capacity, seasonally adjusted

Series

Tetal Industry

Manufacturing
Durable
Nondurable

Mining
Utilities

Industrial Materials

1973
HIGH

88.4

87.9
87.9
89. 1

91.8
9a. 9

92.6

1975
LOW

7 1 . 1

69.0
67.6
71.0

86.0
82*0

6 9 . 3

1 9 7 8
- 8 0
H I G H

8 7 , 3

6 7 . 5
8 9 . 4
8 7 . 2

9 0 . 4
€ 6 . 8

88.9

1982
LOS

6 9.6

68.8
64.8
73.8

69.6
79.0

66.6

196?
-82
AVER.

82. 4.

81 .8 .
80*5.
83.9 .

86 .5 .
88*6*

83.3.

1 9 8 4
S E P |

8 1 . 9

8 2 . 0
8 2 . 3
8 1 . 7

77.4
83.2

32*4

O C T H f

ai.5

81.8
82.1
81.4

74.5
82-9

81.2

K C V |

8 1 . 6

8 1 . 9
8^.2
81*5

75.4
82.7

8 1 . <l

DEC

81.9

82.2
82*4
82.0

76.2
81.7

8U6
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