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2 WEEKLY BUSINESS STATISTICS®

1955 1956
ITEM
Apr. 23 Apr. 30 Apr. 7 Apr. |4 Apr. 21 Apr. 28
Commodity prices, wholesale:
All commoditieS.eeecescaceeecasoscacccnccnsnes947-49=100,, cecvense *#110.5 113.5 113.4 113.5 113.7
Farm productS..eececcececcscoscassscsasscscsscsseeelOuuac| cveeecene *94,2 88.4 88,0 88.0 88.6
Foods, processedec.eseccsecsccconccssscescssosccseeslOncce]| covennes *102.5 100.8 100.8 100.7 101.2
All Other..cveeeeasesensocsscaacscsscncssscsscsesaslOeins eesccane *115.7 121.2 121.3 121.3 121.4
22 commodities 2/ceeeeicssctcrssececrscesscscncnscacsaslOnaas 90.4 89.8 90.9 91.9 91.9 2.1
Department store saleS.....eceecesecstecacscecsacecsssesadoioes 112 120 104 14 13 esssssns
Insured unemployment, total.....eceveeccceccncenaeassothous,, 1,645 1,563 1,493 1,492 cceccssse ccssseces

State programs...ceceececscscesscccscssossssscasssccselOonas 1,474 1,400 1,377 1,381 ceecscnse ceseceses
Finance:

Currency in circulation 3/ccieeececccassseesaamil, of dol,. 29,724 29,718 30,306 30,305 30,215 30, 146

Federa! Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....do.... 25,175 25,031 25,658 25,481 25,497 25,374

Mémber bank reserve balances 3/...vceececcccsscacsceadOusas 18,895 18,877 18,860 18,917 18,909 18,884
Excess reserves, estimated 3/.cieecceessceaccacesselOosn. 642 617 535 650 642 598

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/

Demand deposits, adjusted..ceeceescececsecsemil, of dol., 56,613 56,969 55,392 56,211 56,713 casessese
Time deposits, except Government......ceeeeeeceeeesdOuen. 21,495 21,489 21,640 21,607 21,59 cecessanse
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.....e000e.0d0O.... 84,864 84,778 85,454 85,447 85,487 cessscene
U. S. Government obligationSeeeecceccecsecseceeseslOuaes 34,063 33,983 27,852 27,696 27,695 ceecoccne
Commercial, industrial, and agr., loans (gross)...do.... 22,530 22,545 27,578 27,683 27,770 cecesscss
Real-estate loans (gross).ececesescecsscoscsoacesesdOenas 7,542 7,570 8,344 8,377 8,412 eeieseses

Failures, industrial and comercial...ccceeeeeeeqs.number,, 204 212 217 255 252 236

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent,. 3,20 3.21 3,35 3.39 3.43 3,46

Stock prices,480 stocks (Stand. & Poor's) 4/..1935-39=100.. 289, 1 288, | 356.2 352.8 349,5 345.8
Industrials, 420 stOCKS.eeerescesesacsvocesscsseneslOia.s 324.7 324.0 414.5 410,2 406.0 401. 1

Production: :

Bituminous co8l 3/ceeescecesccasssasothous, of short tons.. 1,424 1,427 1,653 1,675 1,650 vevessene

Electric power, by utilitiesiiiccececacees.mil, of kw.=hr,. 9,697 9,699 10,846 10,918 10,894 eeceecene

Passenger cars and trucks (Ward's)..eeecececoceasssnumber,, 211,998 216,629 157,662 160,280 153,267 152,432

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.........thous. of bbl,. 6,832 6,836 7,171 7,156 7,130 cesessens

Steel 5/iieevscctcocesssnsssssssasssathous, of short tons,. 2,284 2,307 2,406 2,483 2,466 2,473
Percent of capacity 5/.vieiccceccscsccccscsaccccsascscnns #94.6 #95.6 97.7 100.9 100,2 100.5

Freight carloadings, total 6/.sccececicccecssthous, of cars,. 701 730 685 742 763 secssecse

Misce | |aneouUS,ceveococesccessscocscesavossscossscsssedOesas 370 379 371 380 389 escssssee

1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks. 2/ Tuesday prices. 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Week ended May 5, 1956; Pro-
duction, 2,473 thous. short tons; operating rate, 99,5 percent, 6/ Data for 1956 adjusted to revised classification of class | railroads.
* Monthly index for April 1955, # Not comparable with 1956 rates which are based on higher capacity.

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS

1955 1956
ITEM
February March December January February March
DOMESTIC ' TRADE
Television advertising:

Cost of facilities, totaliieieeesscsccessss thous, of dol.. 31,279 34,574 39,399 r38,898 37,192 cesecens
Automotive, including accessorieS..cecesceccsscscestdOneae 3,239 3,725 5,399 5,475 4,83 ceccesne
Drugs and toiletries.cccececscccccoccocecscscssceaselOucss 6,835 7,657 8,782 r9,653 9,117 cesscsee
Foods, soft drinks, confectionery.e.eceescececcnccedOeues 7,339 7,991 8,427 8,181 8,116 cesccsns
Soaps, cleansers, etCeuececceescccsioscasscoscrasselOeans 3,333 3,728 4,432 4,569 4,570 cesecsee
Smoking materialS.c.ceceececcecsocoscccccccccscsaeedOenes 3,262 3,601 3,869 3,557 3,571 eosccnss

EMPLOYMENT
Labor turnover in manufacturing establishments:

Accession rate,.eeeecesses.monthly rate per 100 employees.. 3.2 3.6 2,5 3.3 r3, 1| p3.1

Separation rate, totaleccceececscecscccsscssssceacessdOaass 2.5 3.0 3.0 3.6 r3.6 p3.6
DISChArgR.coeceeasssssescacascssssosvesssssscssaseaselOesss .2 .2 .2 3 W3 p.3
LaY=0ffuseececocsosscsssscscessscecavesescsassncosalOoacs [ 1.3 1.4 1.7 rl.8 pl.6

sesecscssscsssessceses esevo000000000es 1.0 1.3 [ 1.4 1.3 pl.d
Military and miscellaneousS...c.ceeeeecccccscecsscesecdOeass .2 .2 .2 .2 .2 p.2
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
Operations on scheduled airlines:

Miles flown, reVeNUE..cevecccssccssccsssasssssssthousands,, 40,790 45,696 48,500 47,988 44,500 cesescee

Express and freight ton-miles flown..ccceescocccoeceedOease 14,753 18,174 21,510 16,756 16, 108 esecsnes

Mail, ton-miles flown..ceeeeereooencccccoccansossaeasdOiaes 6,694 7,597 10,077 7,145 7,181 cecsceee

Passengers carried, revenUe...cceeececscsccscccscceesdOosss 2,367 2,732 2,724 2,810 2,645 cecessns

Passenger-miles flown, revenue.....ceeceeescese..millions,. 1,320 1,521 1,578 1,653 i,507 ecsecens

CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS
Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production:

Cellulose acetate and mixed ester plastics:

Sheets, rods, and tlbeS.....cseveeaeaesaaa.thous, of Ib.. 3,215 4,281 4,041 3,508 3,445 soecsacse
Molding and extrusion materials...cciceeececeecaceeedOoea. 7,177 7,422 7,705 6,492 7,178 cocosces

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, and tubes,....cceceeeeesd0eess 364 483 428 519 497 eesesees

Other cellulose plastiCSeicecccccccecscanoscccssscenselOasns 559 744 433 450 501 ceecsons

Phenolic and other tar acid resinsS......cccccscssceesd0c..e 37,195 41,459 43,044 43,407 42,799 esessses
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 3
1955 1956
iTEM
February Me~ch December January February March
CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS - Continued
Synthetic plastics and resin materials, production - Con.

POlystyrene...cceececeesscscccceccscaacceseessthous, of Ib,. 36,360 44,185 47,434 47,002 40,401

Urea and melamine resinS.cececees 20,676 24,956 24,206 26,411 26,507 esscsses

Vinyl resinS...eeeseececccsceccccccscssgosccoccncnceeedOiesn .51,650 59,767 61,285 r66,890 61,607 cessanse

AIKYd reSinS..ccsucscescascseasssscsssssnssscccsscasselOuans 31,909 38,899 35,689 r32,409 32,392 cosceece

Rosin modificationS.eeseeceseeacecsccsisosaccssssccaneedonass 10,478 12,126 10,617 10,823 12,055 cessecee

ELECTRIC POWER
Electric power:

Production, total.iieecssecsccccscecsccocessemil, of kw.-hr,, 46,269 51,153 57,571 58,092 54,630 57,404
Electric utilities.. cesessscssdoi.., 40,230 44,449 50,715 51,120 47,988 50,344
industrial establishmenTSeeeeeecesscocncosccsssccecelOeces 6,039 6,703 6,856 6,972 6,642 7,060

Sales to ultimate customers, total (Edison Electric

Institute)ieeeecevocecacccsscencecccsassmil, of kw,=hr,, *37,092 *%r38,256 43,654 44,752 cesceacss cesscses
Commercial and industrial:

Small light and poWer....cc.eieeeeecssscsscsscceceedOuess *6,279 *%6,384 6,945 7,054 esssecces [

Large light and power....ecececeeccssecceccsceccssdOisas *18,250 *¥r 18,472 22,702 22,680 cescseses cecssses
Railways and railrodds...ceseeeeesecssccssscecsesssesdOeess *440 *%437 433 427 secceccse cosceces
Residential or domestiCececeeeserecccseassecsossceealdOeass %*10,203 **11,071 11,495 12,529 eescsecss csscsece
Rural (distinct rural rates)eceecccscccccccccecceseedooees *637 *%60 | 699 683 cocssccce ceesseas
Street and highway lighting.eeeeceeecosveccsccseceeedOunss *417 *¥r420 452 455 sesecscae secscces
Other public authorities.c.ccceecccccscacccccccsscsedOoises *820 *#%829 876 877 eesrecnae esscsses
Interdepartmental..ccececececcosesscsccccsscccnsceestdOoees *46 *r4| 50 48 cesscaves ceceocses

Revenue from sales to ultimate customers (Edison
Electric Institute)eeeeecccececececsassssssthous, of dol..| %644,528 |¥*r659,163 712,806 734,354 eessscsee cossseee

FOODSTUFFS
Dairy products, production:

Butter, creamery (factory).ceeecececssessesss.thous, of Ib.. 103,835 120,775 104,555 113,260 111,600 127,430

Cheese (factory), 1otal.ceeceeeeciececesoesscccccceseelOuans 90,245 110,480 93, 190 97,030 97,485 116,685

Condensed milk (sweetened), Case GOOUS.....ecoveeeeaselOunns 2,110 2,950 4,025 3,150 4,285 3,410

Evaporated milk (unsweetened), case goodS....ceceeeesedO.... 174,800 230, 100 152,800 164,200 171,500 209,900

Dry milk:

Dry.whole milkeeeseeeeeeeoseeoececeecacesssccasascesedOoans 6,650 8,650 8,750 7,150 8,700 9,700
Nonfat dry milk solids (human f00d).eeeeesocecccsessdOioes 105,600 132,000 113,700 124,900 127,050 152,000
Meats, production, totale.eceecas cecsssssccscsscssmil, Oof Ib,. 1,66% 1,962 2,340 2,312 2,018 2,128

Beef and veal,ceucereccocsescssccscacasssasesothous, of Ib,. 760,473 890,867 961,519 1,034,824 909,851 958,896

Lamb and mutton..coceeeecececscaccccssasccsscocncecesedOeeas 53,174 61,429 53,849 64,032 56,948 59,290

Pork, including lard.ceeeeeeeoescoscssccscscsccscsacesdOuans 851,694 1,009,567 1,324,890 1,212,803 1,051,573 | 1,109,446
LardeseescececscesacoscssesccccascencscscsssoscscsseelOians 163,743 189,884 261,249 240,907 203, 189 224, 101

*Coffee, visible supplyeeeeeecassssescesesasass.thous, of bags.. 776 517 831 704 793 770
LEATHER AND PRODUCTS
Leather production:

Calf and whole Kipecesoeoseosssoaecsaesssssthous, of skins,. 945 1,019 807 824 752 escessoe

Cattle hide and side kip.sceeoosoothous, of hides and kips.. 2,085 2,325 2,254 r2, 181 2,283 ceceseaa

Goat and Kideseeeesvecosscasscceasseesssss.thous, of skins,. 2,171 2,433 2,208 2,251 2,386 ceecsses

Sheep and 18MbeseecsacceesscaccossccsssscassscassssesslOeans 2,117 2,144 2,288 2,212 2,535 tessenne

METALS AND MANUFACTURES
Iron ore (Lake Superior district):

Consumption by furnaces.....ceceecs.s0.thous, of long tons,. 6,447 7,481 7,663 7,953 7,440 8,008

Stocks, end of month, total....cicevecccscoceosoocccsedOssan 31,108 23,711 44,359 36,702 29,173 21,283
At fUrDBCeS.eeeesscsssocsccoocoscsssoeccsnsecssssssedOence 25,222 18,616 37,539 30,283 23,677 17,084
On Lake Erie dockS.eeceesscoosssiscoscssscocsacosceedOeaans 5,886 5,095 6,820 6,419 5,495 4,200

Castings, gray iron:

Orders, unfilled, for sale..ccccoces..thous, of short tons,. 852,2 934,2 1,075.5 1,157.8 ,140,8 cececane

Shipments, T0tal,cceocccoccncoacsssacsscascsesccscacasdOeans 1,106.2 1,314,9 1,259.7 1,249,5 1,214,8 scscecos
FOr S2l€.ceoseososccossoccncocasosssavcasassssscsceelOiccs 578.2 688,7 664.0 677.0 680,5 csesceese

Castings, malleable fron:

Orders, unfilled, for sale.cscesccecoscccssscossoshort tons.. 101,766 99,730 123,107 116,520 113,616 cecsscee

Shipments, totalesseeeeeceeccccsccsccssccsccecascccseedOies 85,979 102,364 99,946 93,562 93,533 cesssces
FOr 5al€iseeecseccsoccsscoseasconssessscsssscsssssealOaas 48,721 60,063 60,409 54,618 54,466 cesesvse

Castings, steel:

Shipments, total..cceecececcoccscencescoscsncscssscaceedos,as 106,430 127,460 158,982 158,618 165,398 secccese

For sale, 101al.iceeeseceecncnonsacscsssncsaneneesadoia., 80,729 98,926 122,201 123,343 128,598 | ........
Railway specialties..ceeeecreccessccscencseccseeesdOon,., 16,501 19,339 29,003 27,954 30,833 ceeesene
vacuum cleaners, standard type, sales billed.......thousands.. 261,2 356.4 243.5 302.2 286.4 395,7
Washers, domestic, sales billedeeeeceeesoecccacscocseceedOuans 353.2 370.6 357.5 393,7 405.6 405.7
STONE, CLAY, AND GLASS PRODUCTS
Glass containers:

Production..eeseecececeseaccesssesssasassssoThous, of gross..| rl0,495 ri1,537 r10,430 11,097 11,128 11,865

ShiPMENTS..eeuuesereoscascccrnaansaonosacascsasassssesdOuuas r9,411 r11,058 ri1,651 9,578 9,952 11,956

Stocks, end of MONth.eeeceeeecccscoccocosscscoscocssseelOonas ri4,172 ri4,361 ri2,8l4 13,995 14,882 14,516

TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT
Motor vehicles, factory sales, total,.eeeeeeceocneess nUmMber,, 744,942 894,597 799,092 690,253 663,586 689,984

Coaches, 10talecewvececseccsscccococascossccasacesssssselOenas 176 325 410 253 278 434
DOMESTiCsaacesscsocascossscscsccssscscscccenscocsssedOusas 148 267 406 242 274 405

Passenger cars, total,. R - [ SN 677,705 791,280 695,096 591,032 560,924 583, 169
DOMESTICessseeeasscaoscocscscacscasecnassnccscncscssdOosins 648,616 765,663 667,974 569,846 536,680 554,761

Trucks, Total.ccececcceceseccocecnsccsssoscossscencseedOuens 67,061 102,992 103,586 98,968 102,384 106,381
DOM@STiCascoaecoseesoscscosoaasacansaamasnsnansoaeasldOiass 55,253 86,060 86,921 83,752 83,752 86,998

Digitized for FRAGRéVised. * Data are for December 1954, ** Data are for January 1955.
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4 MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued

1955 1956
ITEM -
March April January February March April
COMMODITY PRICES
Prices received and paid by farmers:
Prices received, all farm products...ccceces0.1910-14=100., 243 247 226 226 230 233
CropSeccccsscssssccocsosccascccocssssscsssossscscseelOosos 243 252 234 231 239 240
Commercial vegetables, fresh market..ceecocoooceelOusss 262 270 244 244 290 208
CoOttON.cceeooceossncccvesocrcosccosssssssccscnseslOuoas 269 270 259 262 267 275
Feed grains and hay....cococccccasccsccccssccsaseslOisas 198 197 171 173 174 185
FoOd grainS.ccoecccescosccacocsssssssccscscosscsalOoacs 239 236 220 220 223 229
Fruiteieeeececeocscocncsccossocasssaces 204 216 225 212 211 218
Oll-bearing CrOPSeeececsseocssscscesessscsncssoeslOusas 264 261 236 239 245 253
Po‘fafoes PO . I T 200 297 161 175 196 234
TonCCO..........................................do.... 437 437 452 452 453 453
Livestock and productsS..cececcccsceosceccoscsosscccseldOosos 243 242 221 220 22| 227
Dairy productsS.c.eccccesocscroccccsseccssssscoaselOaces 248 24) 260 256 250 246
Meat animals..ccssoccooscccosoecsosssosscscocssealOesce 260 269 207 215 221 237
Poultry and €ggS....ecocoe. 199 185 205 188 187 180
wqol.............................................do.... 281 274 222 226 224 226
Prices pald: |
All commodities and ServiceS...ccececcoevccsoscoseedOuces 265 265 259 259 261 261
Family living itemS..cococcccoccecccccconscccscesl0osos 273 274 272 272 274 274
Production ItemS..ccccceccconccsccsosacasconcnceclOases 256 254 246 245 246 248
All commod., services, int., taxes, and wage rates.do.... 284 284 281 280 282 284
Parity retio.c.ccccscssscscscccccnssscocescscsscososseelOocos 86 87 80 81 82 82
Consumer price index, all itemS.sceccoccscccsccs |947-49=100,, 114,3 114.2 114.6 114,6 2/ 14,7 coscsce
ApPArel.eceeccsccccnoscscsacsoosscoscocescscoscccseselecco 103,2 103, 1 104, 1 104.6 104.8 sececes
FOOd.cececcosaooecsscsssosscocacoccssscvsosssssscosselOicas 110.8 1.2 109.2 108,8 109.0 cessese
Dairy productS,.ccecescccccos eevesssedOeeas 105.4 104,6 107.3 107.3 106.9 tecesee
Fruits and vegetabies..... sosceccscscsseseslOciss 112.0 117.5 112.6 113.3 114.8 ceseces
Meats, poultry, and flsh...........................do.... 102.3 103.0 93.3 93.6 92,8 [N
HOUSiINGescorsocososssosaasssascscsccssocscassscsssaceelOecss 119.6 119.5 120.6 120,7 120,7 cssesee
Gas and @lectriCityeococosososssesssscscocscssaseaadOusas 110.3 110.3 1.7 .7 118.7 cesssee
HousefurnishingS...ccoococcccccocsssocescocscccaceedOenss 104 .6 104.5 102.0 102.5 103, 1 esescsse
Rentecoccocosossccossne .do. ... 130.0 129.9 131.4 131.5 131.6 sencsce
Medical care....coece0000s cosesescscssase .do.... 127,0 127.3 130,7 130.9 131.4 sesccee
Personal Care...cecececsoccscocosccscosscosscsocoossesdOoosse 113.5 13,7 - 118.5 118.9 119.2 seessce
Reading and recreation..occccescossccsccsssssssaccssslOecss 106.6 106.6 107.3 107.5 107.7 sesecse
TransportationeeeccccccsocossosscscesscosoossscecssnecldBosse 127.3 125.3 126.8 126,9 126,7 sescsoo
Other goods and ServiceScc.ocecccocvococscosassccssselOeone 119.8 1i9.8 120.8 120,9 121.2 ceseoce
Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by—
Wholesale priceS.ccecccecacosccscsosccsssccssss 947-49=100, . 90,9 90.5 89.4 89,0 3/ 88,7 covcocn
Consumer priceS.ccccesoce 87.5 87.6 87.3 87,3 3/ 87,2 cocovon
Retail f00d PriceSccsccsccccecccocsscscssssssscoccosslOaaoe 920.3 89,9 91.6 91,9 3/ 9t.7 cessncs
F INANCE
Bonds, domestic municipai (15 bonds),Stand, and Poor's Corp.:
PriC@occeceoscosssccsssnsascscscssscsssdol, par $100 bond.. 124.4 124.9 121.3 122.4 120.3 116.9
Yieldeoooooosocsosasoscoocssaccnn esaccosssscssssparcent,. 2.45 2.43 2.64 2,58 2,69 2,88
Stocks, Standard and Poor's Corp.:
Dividend yields, pref. stocks, 4 high-grade....c.c0.30.40. 4.01 3.98 4,03 3,99 4.01 4,15
Prices: Combined index (480 stoCkS).cscoascses {935-39=100,. 277.5 286,2 322.9 324.4 346.7 351.1
industrial (420 stockS).ieceeccacsccvscoceedOacas 310.8 321.5 371.7 372.8 401.3 408,0
Capital goods (129 stocks)... PO« [ 315.3 330.2 373.0 372.7 403.8 406,2
Consumers® goods (195 stocks)..... PR [ JO 233.8 241.,0 275.8 272.6 286.5 280.9:
Public utility (40 stockS)eceecccccooooseedOeass 150.4 i51.8 1529 155.4 158.6 156.2
Rallroad (20 stockS)eessscssocescssccscsoesl0case 237.9 252, 1 249.4 249.6 264.9 270.5

1/ includes sweetpotatoes and dry edible beans. 2/ Index based on 1935-39=100 is 191.8, 3/ Indexes based on 1935-39=100 are as follows:
Measured by—wholesale prices, 46.4; consumer prices, 52,1; retail food prices, 45.4.
7+ 30y
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