
Survey Highlights 
The survey's focus on the present employment status and future 

plans of mature women evidently touched a very responsive chord in 
this group. More than 85 percent of the alumnae to whom question-
naires were mailed, about 15 years after college, supplied the requested 
information. The first mailing of the questionnaire and one reminder 
brought responses from as many as 74 to 79 percent of the alumnae 
in the four colleges (table 1). Followup communications revealed 
that some of the nonrespondents had moved from their last reported 
address and may never have received a questionnaire. 

The high interest of these college women in future training and 
employment was revealed in another way. When asked specifically, 
"Are you interested in obtaining a paid position in the future?" those 
giving affirmative answers ranged from almost one-half to almost 
two-thirds of the graduates (from 40 percent in one college to 63 
percent in another). Only a few (ranging from 8 to 20 percent) re-
ported no interest in future employment. Many graduates already 
were employed, although the figures varied considerably among the 
colleges, ranging from 16 to 45 percent. 

Large proportions of the college women from each school felt the 
need of additional training or education to obtain the type of position 
they would like. This was true of a majority (54 to 71 percent)3 

of the alumnae of all the four survey colleges. The proportions were 
highest (62 to 72 percent) among those who were not employed at 
the time of the survey. University courses were named much more 
frequently than nonuniversity courses as the type of further educa-
tion or training desired; significant numbers wanted to take courses 
leading toward teacher certification. Relatively few reported interest 
in business and commercial courses. 

s The figures shown In parentheses throughout the report refer to the range for the four 
colleges; they are included Instead of a single average as a reminder that the data repre-
sent alumnae from only four colleges. 
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