
In Brief 

Decennial Census Data Show That in 1950— 
i t Women are about 30 percent of all workers. About half the employed women 

are clerical workers or operatives, a fifth are in various services, and over a 
tenth in professions. The employment of women has increased in all occu-
pation groups except among household workers and farmers. Women are 
now in all the 446 occupations that the Census reports. 

^-Largest individual occupations of women are— 
Stenographers, typists, and secretaries, saleswomen in retail trade, teach-

ers, operatives in apparel factories, bookkeepers, waitresses, nurses, 
telephone operators, proprietors in retail trade, unpaid family farm-
workers, cooks; operatives in laundries, textile mills, food factories, or 
electrical supply plants; beauticians, cashiers. 

TA:Women are an especially large proportion of all workers in the following occu-
pations, among others— 

Nine-tenths or more of nurses, dietitians, librarians, telephone operators, 
private household workers. 

Over four-fifths of operatives in apparel factories, waiters and waitresses, 
cashiers, demonstrators. 

Three-fourths or more of teachers, textile spinners, operatives in knitting 
mills. 

Half to two-thirds of hospital attendants, operatives in laundries, and 
plants making electrical supplies, shoes, textile fabrics; social, welfare 
workers; saleswomen in retail stores, cooks, beauticians. 

-fcOccupations in which the number is reported for the first time in 1950 include— 
Bank tellers, dietitians, cashiers separately from bookkeepers, saleswomen 

separately in retail trade, operatives making drugs and medicines, recrea-
tion and group workers. 

^Occupations in which the number of women has more than doubled since 1940 
include— 

Office-machine operators, hospital attendants, operatives in factories pro-
ducing electrical machinery and supplies, motor vehicles and equipment, 
miscellaneous paper products, and several other commodities; medical, 
dental technicians; buyers and department heads in stores; accountants 
and auditors; managers and officials in manufacturing and in insurance 
and real estate; charwomen and cleaners. 

^ T h e median age of employed women is nearly 36% years. If the youthful 
group of clerical workers be omitted, the median for all others is over 38% 
years. In 1940 the median was only a little over 32 years. 

T^Half the women workers are 25 and less than 45 years of age, almost a third 
45 or older. At every age through 64 years the largest group of women 
workers is in clerical work; among girls under 20 and women 45 and older 
large groups are in household and other services. 

^Almost half the single women, a fourth of those married, and a third of the 
widowed or divorced are workers. Half the single women are clerical or 
professional workers, almost half the married are clerical workers or opera-
tives, and well over half the widowed or divorced are service workers, clerical 
workers, or operatives. 
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OCCUPATIONS OF WOMEN WORKERS, 1950 
Millions of women 

0 1 2 3 4 

Clerical 
workers 

Operatives 

Professional, 
technical 

workers 

Service workers 
(except private 

household) 

Private 
household 

workers 

Sales 
workers 

Managers, 
officials, 

proprietors 
(except farm) 

Farm 
workers 

Other 
occupations 

dhiim: 

Source: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 
1950 Census of Population. 
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