
THE COMING OF THE MACHINE 

INTO a world of gardening and raising sheep in the back 
yard, of grinding flour, of weaving cloth in the 1'front 

room", the first machines appeared during the late eight-
eenth and early nineteenth centuries. Manufacturers with 
enough capital to buy machines that were too expensive for 
individual workers to own began machine production for 
profit. This system was to revolutionize our whole manner 
of life. 

Many of the earlier machines did work that had always 
been done by women at home—spinning, weaving, and sew-
ing. Naturally, manufacturers looking for factory operatives 
turned to women. The change from home to factory work 
was neither sudden nor complete. While some women were 
at work in the early textile mills, in many industries only one 
or two jobs were done in factories at first. The rest of 
the product was made by the old hand processes at home. 
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THE COMING OF THE MACHINE 

Indeed, women often combined their household duties with 
working for pay at home. 

As the invention of machines went on, as factories grew in 
size and completeness, work became more and more concen-
trated. Instead of doing part-time work at home with their 
own makeshift equipment, women spent the entire day in the 
factories for wages. 

Though the first women to enter factory employment were 
simply following their work from home to shop, this was only 
a small factor among the forces that were driving women into 
industrial employment. 

The factory soon showed that it was able to turn out goods 
more rapidly, more cheaply, and more efficiently than they 
had ever been produced before. Steam and electricity suc-
ceeded water as the source of power. New machines were 
invented that took over the production of an ever-increasing 
variety of goods, and new products were created. Mean-
while, women turned to factory employment in growing 
numbers as it became possible to have a greater variety 
of possessions by working for wages than by producing 
articles on a handicraft basis. 

The factories, located with a view to available power and 
future marketing, soon developed communities, and these 
attracted other workers in various lines of activity. As 
towns grey/ in size, many of the older household occupa-
tions became impossible. Sheep could not be raised, dairy-
ing could not be carried on; even large vegetable gardens 
could not be planted. But in factories there was a growing 
demand for labor to turn out increasing quantities of food, 
clothing, shoes, soap, and other articles. The housewife 
found it cheaper and easier to buy these things from the 
stores than to spend many hours making them at home. The 
work necessary to carry on household activities decreased. 
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WOMEN AT WORK 

As a result, many women became surplus labor as far as 
their relation to the family was concerned. To these women 
factory work offered the means of supporting themselves 
and of continuing their contribution to the family income. 

The movement was hastened by the fact that men's 
wages were not high enough to meet the needs and demands 
of the family. To secure a living for the family the earnings 
of women were in many cases an actual necessity. 

But the place taken by women in factories has been 
mainly in the unskilled and lower-paid jobs; the skilled and 
better-paid occupations have remained largely the property 
of men. As the use of machines has progressed, the dividing 
of operations has increased tremendously the number of 
unskilled and low-paid jobs, and these have fallen to women 
much more than to men. 

Although today there are still about 3K times as many 
men as women in factories, the women employed there are 
over m millions. It is true that more than half of the 
women are in two of their traditional industries—textiles 
and clothing—but there are few factories in which no 
women work. They have made a spectacular advance in 
the past 20 years in slaughtering and meat-packing houses, 
in automobile factories and the rubber industry, in chemical 
plants, and in electrical machinery and supply factories. 

The machine has meant still more to women workers. 
With mass production of goods, mass distribution is neces-
sary, Goods must be sold to wholesalers and then to 
retailers. They must be transported from factory to ware-
house, to store. Thus the need of clerical workers and 
salespeople has grown. Today, as a result, about as many 
women as men are clerical workers. Indeed, more women 
do clerical work than are employed in factories, and over 
half a million women are working as saleswomen in stores. 
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THE COMING OF THE MACHINE 

Throughout our growth as a great industrial nation 
women have played their part. As machine production has 
progressed, as railroads have opened up all parts of the 
continent, as the low-roofed village with its clustered 
houses and shops has been transformed into today's city 
with its towering skyscrapers, huge department stores, 
tenement dwellings, and factories, women have turned 
in increasing numbers to work for wages. In 1870 less 
than 15 percent of all women 16 years of age and over were 
breadwinners. Today 25.3 percent of such women—1 in 
every 4—work for their living. But in too many thousands 
of cases, at all times, that living has been pitifully inadequate. 
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