
The Fifth District
Personal Income

The upward trend of total and per capita per
sonal income continued last year in the Fifth District 
as well as in the nation as a whole. But while per
sonal income continued to grow in 1969, the gains 
became slimmer as the year progressed. In the final 
months of the year the national growth in personal 
income failed to keep pace with the rising cost of 
living.

For the United States, the year-to-year growth in 
total personal income declined from 9.3% in 1968 
to 8.3% in 1969; comparable figures for the Fifth 
District were 9.3% and 8.8% respectively. Within 
the District, West Virginia and the District of Co
lumbia showed greater advances in 1969 than in 1968. 
Total personal income increased 6.4% in West V ir
ginia in 1969, up from the 5.8% advance registered 
in 1968; it rose 8.8% in the District of Columbia in
1969, compared to an 8.0% increase in 1968.

Personal income in Maryland, Virginia, and the 
two Carolinas rose by a smaller percentage in 1969 
than the year before. Maryland’s advance of 10.5% 
in 1969 was down from 11.5% in 1968. For the 
same periods, Virginia had increases of 9.5% and 
10.3% ; North Carolina, 9.4% and 10.0%; and 
South Carolina, 9.0% and 9.9%.

During the past two decades, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina have more than 
tripled their total personal income while the District 
of Columbia and West Virginia have doubled theirs.

PERSONAL INCOME

Total Per Capita

A verage
Annual
Growth

Average
Annual
Growth

1949 1969 1949-'69 1949 1969 1949-'69

$ mil. $ mil. per cent $ mil. $ mil. per cent

Md. 3,392 15,454 7.9 1,456 4,105 5.3

D. C. 1,700 3,894 4.2 2,107 4,880 4.3

Va. 3,648 15,395 7.5 1,108 3,297 5.6

W. Va. 1,994 4,738 4.4 1,033 2,605 4.7

N. C. 3,675 14,926 7.3 940 2,868 5.7

S. C. 1,724 6,910 7.2 850 2,567 5.7

5th Dist. 16,133 61,317 6.9 1,128 3,236 5.1

U. S. 205,791 740,761 6.6 1,384 3,669 5.0

PERSONAL INCOME
$ Billions

Source: Data for 1949-1968, Survey of Current Business, U. S. Department of Commerce. 1969 data reprinted from March 7, 1970 issue 
of Business Week by special permission. Copyrighted (c) 1970 by M cGraw-Hill, Inc.
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The average annual growth rate of 6.9% for the 
Fifth District compares favorably with the 6.6% for 
the nation. The average growth rates in four of the 
District states were above the national average. 
These were Maryland (7 .9 % ), Virginia (7 .5 % ), 
North Carolina (7 .3 % ), and South Carolina (7 .2 % ). 
Growth rates for West Virginia and the District of 
Columbia were below the national average, at 4.4% 
and 4.2% respectively.

PER CAPITA PERSONAL INCOME
Dollars

*1969 estimated.

Source: Survey of Current Business, U. S. Department of
Commerce.

The Fifth District’s per capita personal income, 
which is a better measure than total personal income 
of the economic well-being of the District’s popula
tion, has increased at an average yearly rate of 5.1% 
from 1949 to 1969, compared to a 5.0% rate for the 
nation. Personal income per person in the Carolinas 
and Virginia out-paced the nation with average an
nual growth rates of 5.7% in each of the Carolinas 
and 5.6% in Virginia. Maryland and the District of 
Columbia had growth rates below the 5% national 
average; even so, they maintained the highest levels 
of per capita income in the District throughout the 
period.

In 1968, the latest year in which complete break
downs are available, 67.5% of total personal income 
in the United States represented wages and salaries, 
24% represented property and proprietors’ income, 
and 9%  was in the form of transfer payments such 
as Social Security and welfare payments. In the 
Fifth District North Carolina, South Carolina, V ir
ginia, and Maryland all received a larger percentage 
of their income in the form of wages and salaries 
than the national average— 70%, 73%, 74%, and 
75% respectively. Wages and salaries represented 
66% and 67% of total personal income in the Dis
trict of Columbia and West Virginia.

Property and proprietors’ income was a smaller 
fraction of total personal income in the Fifth District 
than in the nation, ranging from 19% in Virginia 
and Maryland to 22%  in North Carolina.

The percentage of personal income from transfer 
payments was larger than the national average in 
the District of Columbia (1 4 % ) and West V ir
ginia (1 3 % ), but smaller in North Carolina (8 % ), 
South Carolina (8 % ), Virginia (7 .5% ) and Mary
land (7 .2 % ).

M. Grace Haskins
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