
M i s s i s s i p p i  N o n f a r m  J o b s  in t h e  S i x t i e s :  

A  S n e a k  P r e v i e w

The end of a decade customarily encourages a 
reassessment of the economic events of the past 
ten years. The advent of 1970, therefore, will no 
doubt bring a host of commentary about Missis
sippi’s economic progress during the Sixties. This 
article jumps the gun a bit by taking a look now 
at the period from 1960 through 1968 in much 
the same way that a sports writer prepares his 
story while the ninth inning is still being played.

The focus here is on one of Mississippi’s big
gest problems: providing additional nonfarm 
jobs. This is a particularly important problem for 
Mississippi (as suggested before in the Monthly 
Review1) because when compared to the national 
average, the state has a higher proportion of 
her workforce in farming. Agricultural mechani
zation and the expanding population have com
bined to make Mississippi’s problem particularly 
acute, since workers pushed off the farm have 
had to compete with nonfarm workers for the non- 
farm jobs in the area. The alternative for many 
of these persons is out-migration. Because of the 
importance of this problem, the state’s BAWI 
(Balance Agriculture With Industry) program 
has concentrated on bringing new industry and

1 “Mississippi: Industrialization Brings Interdependence,” 
Monthly Review, May 1968. Copies available on request.

new nonfarm jobs into Mississippi.

A Qualified Success
Mississippi’s efforts to expand nonfarm employ
ment in the Sixties can be labeled a qualified 
success. From 1960 to 1968, her nonfann em
ployment increased 36 percent, an increase 
equivalent to four percent per year. This expan
sion far outstripped the 25-percent increase for 
the nation. Nonfarm employment in the six states 
comprising the Sixth District grew 37 percent 
in the same period2, making Mississippi’s em
ployment growth average for the Southeast. An
other reason for qualifying Mississippi’s success 
is the lack of time for a breathing spell. If the 
standard of living in Mississippi is to continue 
upward, the Magnolia State must keep outpacing 
the nation in the growth rate of nonfarm jobs.

When we look behind these aggregate percent
ages and compare Mississippi’s employment

2The southern half of Mississippi is included in the Sixth 
Federal Reserve District; the remainder includes all of 
Alabama, Georgia and Florida and parts of Louisiana and 
Tennessee. The figures cited for the Sixth District cover 
each of the six states in their entirety. In the 1960 to 
1968 period, nonfarm employment growth in Florida (46.5 
percent), Tennessee (37.3 percent), and Georgia (36.6 
percent) was higher than Mississippi’s 35.9-percent expan
sion; whereas growth in Alabama (23.8 percent) and 
Louisiana (31.3 percent) fell below Mississippi’s 35.9-per- 
cent expansion.
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NONFARM EMPLOYMENT GROWTH: 1960-1968

PART I
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Mississippi's employment growth outpaced both the nation and 

the District.

growth with both the District and the nation on 
an industry-by-industry basis, a number of inter
esting results appear. Of the nine broad cate
gories of nonfarm employment differentiated by 
the U. S. Department of Commerce, Mississippi’s 
1960-68 employment growth outpaced both the 
District and the nation in three of these categories 
—nondurable manufacturing, construction, and 
finance-insurance-real estate. Mississippi topped 
the nation in six of the nine categories and the 
District in four.

Much of Mississippi’s effort to expand non- 
farm employment has been concentrated in the 
durable and nondurable manufacturing sectors 
which therefore deserve our special attention. 
On the non-durable goods side of manufacturing, 
Mississippi’s 28-percent expansion was not much 
different than the District’s 27 percent, but signi
ficantly higher than the nation’s 1 1 -percent em
ployment expansion in the 1960-68 period. In the 
state’s nondurable goods industries, employment 
expansion was boosted by strong gains in the im
portant apparel industry, which in 1968 ac
counted for almost 45 percent of Mississippi’s 
nondurable manufacturing employment.

In the durable goods manufacturing sector, 
Mississippi’s employment growth—70 percent— 
topped the District’s 54 percent, but fell far short 
of the phenomenal national increase of 134 per
cent. There were some bright spots in individual 
durable goods industries: From 1960 to 1968, 
employment doubled in the state’s furniture, elec
trical machinery and transportation equipment 
industries. In each case it increased faster than 
in the District, which in turn grew much faster 
than the nation as a whole. In the lumber and 
wood industry neither the nation nor the District 
showed any employment increase in the 1960-68 
period; Mississippi’s increase was a meager but 
still positive 8 percent.

On the negative side of the ledger, Mississippi 
ranked at the bottom of the three-way comparison 
in two categories of nonfarm employment: ( 1 ) 
trade and (2) services. This is not surprising 
when the nature of these two sectors is consid
ered, however. Higher levels of per capita income 
are usually associated with a higher proportion 
of spending for services (this association helps 
explain the strong national expansion of service 
industries in the Sixties). And in the wholesale 
and retail trade sectors, higher volumes tend to 
be concentrated in urban centers. Mississippi is 
not an urban state, nor can it boast of high per 
capita income relative to the District or the na
tion, which makes the relative weakness of the 
trade and services sectors understandable.
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The Ninth Inning: 1969
But the ball game of the Sixties is not yet over; 
the score for 1969 has not been posted. What will 
it be? We can get a pretty good idea by inspect
ing Mississippi’s economic performance in the 
first seven months of 1969, comparing this per
formance against the first seven months of 1968, 
and making allowances for the disruption caused 
by the September visit of Hurricane Camille.

Nationally, 1969 has been a year of impressive 
economic expansion—probably too impressive 
when one considers the inflation that has accom
panied the expansion. Mississippi’s performance 
has followed a similar pattern. From 1968 to 
1969, personal income, one of the most reliable 
overall indicators, rose 10.7 percent. Farm cash 
receipts, bolstered by soaring livestock prices, 
jumped an amazing 2 1  percent. Manufacturing 
payrolls increased 10  percent, and the average 
worker in manufacturing worked 12  more minutes 
each week in the first seven months of 1969 than 
he did in the same period in 1968.

At first glance, the 2.1-percent overall expan
sion in nonfarm employment looks weak—much 
weaker than the 4-percent average recorded in 
the 1960-68 period. The weakness was not evident 
in manufacturing, where employment increased
3.3 percent, but was apparent in the construction 
industry, which reported an actual decline of 0.7 
percent. This inter-industry pattern has reversed 
itself in the wake of Hurricane Camille. Rebuild
ing efforts will compensate somewhat for a re
duced pace in manufacturing by providing em
ployment for many construction workers. Farm 
employment is continuing to decline in 1969: An
8.9 percent decrease in farm employment was 
recorded in the 1968-69 comparison of the first 
seven months.

Before the hurricane, financial activity was 
booming, and its pace can be expected to pick up 
again as hurricane repairs proceed. For the 
southern part of Mississippi (Sixth District por
tion), member bank loan activity jumped 7 per
cent; deposits at member banks rose 8 percent; 
and debits to deposit accounts, thought by some 
analysts to be a good index of overall commercial 
activity, were 15 percent higher in the first seven 
months of 1969.

When we look back over the 1960-to-68 period, 
adding what we know of 1969, it seems likely 
that next year’s decennial reassessments of Mis
sissippi’s economic progress will read something 
like this: in the Sixties, substantial economic 
progress; in the Seventies, the need for continuing 
that progress in the face of the challenge to raise 
the standard of living for all Mississippians.

William N. Cox
N O V E M B E R  1969
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In durable goods manufacturing, Mississippi again outran the District 

in employment growth. Neither the state nor District matched the 

national expansion, however.
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In these two employment categories-trade. service and miscellaneous- 

Mississippi ranked last in the three-way comparison. These industries 

tend to be associated with a pattern not yet characterizing Mississippi.
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