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Many people in the Sixth District consider the sea that 
washes the 1,812 miles of District coastline one of our 
chief assets. The Atlantic and Gulf waters provide un
paralleled facilities for recreation and excellent commercial 
fishing grounds. They also serve as commercial highways 
linking this District with foreign markets and sources of 
supply. The total value of goods and services involved in 
foreign trade through Jacksonville, Mobile, New Orleans, 
Savannah, Tampa, and other District ports is greater than 
that involved in either the tourist or the fishing industry. 
Besides benefiting District agriculture and industry, foreign 
trade has increased traffic for inland freight carriers.

During the 20 years immediately preceding World War
II, foreign trade through District ports failed to keep 
pace with that through ports in the nation as a whole 
largely because of the inability of American cotton to 
compete successfully in world markets. World War II sig
naled a halt to this downtrend. Shipments to our armed 
forces and allies meant a greater diversification and larger 
volume of trade through southern ports. After the war, 
individuals with interests in the various port cities of this 
region voiced strong hopes that the wartime gains could 
be retained. The attitude expressed by the editors of the 
New Orleans Port Record  was typical: “Now with the 
close of the war, the citizens of New Orleans have deter
mined to capitalize on the strategic position occupied by 
their port with respect to world trade . . . and have shaped 
plans to utilize these natural advantages to help develop 
a still greater flow of trade and travel between the Missis
sippi Valley and the rest of the world.” Ten years have 
passed since such objectives were voiced. It is now time
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to look back and see whether the hopes of District port 
officials have been realized.

The Postwar Pattern
Since 1945, the volume of foreign trade moving through 
Sixth District ports has been impressive. The dollar vol
ume of custom clearings during 1955 was almost double 
that of 1945. The import trade has been especially strong. 
It seems that those who predicted ten years ago that im
ports would hold the key to the future of District foreign 
trade were correct. Imports are now 133 percent greater 
than they were in 1946; exports have grown 53 percent. 
Historically, this District accounted for between 10 and
11 percent of the nation’s exports and a little over 6 per
cent of its imports. Since the war, this pattern has changed. 
Southeastern ports are now responsible for approximately 
9.5 percent of the nation’s exports and 8.5 percent of its 
imports. Thus, the District’s share of national imports and 
exports is in fairly close balance.

Recent Developments
Statistics compiled by New Orleans port officials reveal 
that cotton is no longer king among District export prod
ucts. In 1953, machinery and vehicle shipments replaced 
cotton as a major category of goods leaving New Orleans. 
Some observers point out that new industrial plants in this 
District have contributed to this shift. Recent developments 
at other District ports are also worthy of note. Mobile, 
which has always been an important handler of bauxite, 
manganese and other ores, has recently begun receiving 
iron ore for the steel mills of Birmingham from Venezuelan 
mines. Jacksonville and Savannah are now major bases for 
a concern pioneering in “fishybacking”— the movement of 
truck trailers overseas aboard L S T ’s and similar craft on 
a “roll-on, roll-off” basis.

One of the most significant features of the District for
eign trade picture has been the dramatic growth of air 
cargo shipments through Miami. International movements 
of commodities by air through the resort city are now about 
2Vi times greater than they were six years ago. Dade 
County officials expect this trend to continue, especially 
as the buying power of the 45-million-person Caribbean 
market grows and as facilities for the production of prod
ucts for export expand in Miami. The port of Tampa also 
has a vital stake in the growing Caribbean market.

The continued expansion of District foreign trade, de
spite declines in cotton shipments, seems to indicate that 
the diversification sought in 1946 has come about. Thus, 
in this respect, the postwar hopes of promoters of foreign 
trade in the District have been realized. In another respect, 
the aspirations of these persons have not been attained, 
for although the growth of foreign trade through District 
ports has kept pace with the rate of growth in the nation 
as a whole, it has not outstripped the national rate. Future 
commerce through southeastern ports seems tied closely to 
the course of total American foreign trade.
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