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Since 1940 the armament program has expanded tre
mendously the market for farm products. This demand is two
fold in nature. In the first place, many products of southern 
farms are used as raw materials in armament industries and, 
secondly, increased incomes have made possible larger pur
chases of food and textile products by the consuming public.

As a result, agriculture in the Sixth District has achieved 
a degree of prosperity unknown since World War I. The 
impact of formal American participation in the war has in
tensified in 1942 the situation that developed in 1941. More 
specifically, the demands of the armament industry in 1942 
for agricultural raw materials are greatly in excess of the 
same demands in 1941. Furthermore, to the increased demand 
for food and textile products by the American population has 
been added the greatly increased demands for food under lease- 
lend aid to Great Britain and to some extent to Soviet Russia.
► In 1941 the six states that lie either wholly or partly within 
the Sixth Federal Reserve District had a total harvested 
acreage for the principal crops of 37.24 million acres. In 
terms of acreage harvested, corn is by far the most important 
crop of this region, 15.27 million acres being devoted to it 
last year. Cotton was harvested from 7.75 million acres in the 
Six States last year, while the third crop in importance was 
hay, with 5.91 million acres harvested. Interestingly enough, 
as measured by the number of acres harvested, peanuts and 
soy beans were the fourth and fifth most important crops in 
the Six States in 1941, with 2.05 million acres and 1.26 
million acres devoted to them, respectively. Other crops of 
some importance in this area in 1941 were, in descending 
order as measured by crop acres harvested, oats, wheat, rice, 
sweet potatoes, sugar cane, white potatoes, tobacco, and 
sorghum.
► The impact of war, industrial demands, and the loss of far- 
eastern areas to Japan are reflected in farm production plans 
for 1942. The most striking change in the Six States from
1941 to 1942 will be in the production of peanuts. The De
partment of Agriculture’s Crop Reporting Board estimates 
that the acreage devoted to peanuts in this region will be 65 
per cent greater in 1942 than in 1941. This increased acreage 
reflects recognition of the fact that crushed peanuts will serve 
as a partial substitute for many vegetable oils that were form
erly obtainable from areas in the Southwest Pacific now 
under Japanese control.

Fifteen per cent more acreage will be devoted to rice in 
Louisiana this year than last. This in
crease, too, is a result of the loss of far- 
eastern supplies.

Soy beans have many uses in war in
dustry, and 14 per cent greater acre-

in the Six States in 1942 than in 1941. The soy bean not only 
has important uses in industry, but may develop into an im
portant source of home-grown food in the South. It has been 
widely used as human food in the Orient for centuries and 
according to one authority, it is “. . . richer in protein and 
fat than many of the meats; rich also in calcium, phos
phorus, iron, and vitamin B.” Sorghum, which has in
dustrial uses as well as being a food substitute for sugar 
cane, will be grown on 9 per cent more acres in die region 
in 1942 than last year.

Acreage devoted to oats will be increased 23 per cent this 
year; tame hay will be up 11 per cent; and tobacco, 7 per 
cent. Acreage devoted to corn, on the other hand, will be 3 
per cent less this year than last. Hegari, a new grain crop, of 
which the per acre yield sometimes triples former corn yields, 
is being grown on an increasing scale this year as a feed 
for livestock.
► New industrial uses for agricultural crops have widened 
opportunities for farmers in the District. Sorgo (cane or 
sweet sorghum) is becoming an important source of industrial 
alcohol. About 110 gallons can be made from an acre of 
sorgo. The United States Citrus Laboratory at Winter Haven, 
Florida, has developed a method for manufacturing industrial 
alcohol from the discarded juices that form a by-product in 
the manufacture of cattle feed from citrus pulp. The Laurel 
Starch Factory at Laurel, Mississippi, has placed the extrac
tion of starch from sweet potatoes on a commercial basis'.

Camphor is an important component of various plastics 
and is used in the manufacture of photographic film. This 
country’s supply came largely from the Japanese island of 
Formosa, but a camphor that is chemically identical with the 
original product is now being produced in quantity from 
southern turpentine.

Under the stimulus of war demand and the interruption of 
the Chinese shipments, the production of strategic tung oil 
from the tung nut grown in Louisiana is increasing. Corn 
starches from waxy corn are being used in the sizing of textiles.
► As a result of increased output and higher prices, cash farm 
income in the Sixth Federal Reserve District is now running 
about 46 per cent higher than a year ago. Taking the prices 
received by farmers in the five-year period, August 1909 to 
July 1914, as 100, grain prices stood at 121 in February 1942 
as compared with 81 in February 1941, cotton and cotton 
seed at 150 as compared with 80, fruits at 98 as compared

with 80, truck crops at 161 as com
pared with 156. The prices of meat 
animals were at 175 in February 1942 
as compared with 130 a year earlier, 
dairy products at 147 compared with
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compared with 90 in February 1941.
For all groups of farm products, the index of prices re

ceived by farmers was 145 in February 1942 as compared 
with 103 in February 1941. During the year ending in Feb
ruary 1942 the ratio of prices received by farmers to prices 
paid by farmers rose from 84 to 99 despite the fact that in
dustrial prices rose steadily throughout the period.

possible threat to the prosperity of agriculture in the 
District exists in the serious shortage of farm labor that is 
now developing. The manager of the Birmingham office of 
the United States Employment Service has announced forma
tion of a farm placement unit in the Employment Service as 
a result of a large number of requests for help from farm

operators. The Georgia State Planning Board has considered 
proposals under which city boys and girls would work on 
the farms over the weekends or during the summer vacation, 
but no action has been taken as yet. Shortages of farm labor 
are reported in Tennessee as well.

There has been as much as a 40 per cent decrease in labor 
supply in some areas despite increases of as much as 60 per 
cent in farm wage rates in southern states. In Georgia, for 
instance, a survey of 90 counties by the State Farm Labor 
and Tenure Sub-Committee indicates a shortage of 95,000 
farm workers this year. Rather severe labor shortages are 
anticipated in the peach and tobacco sections between June
15 and August 1.

R u r a l  P o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  S i x t h  D i s t r i c t

The Sixth District maintains its predominantly rural char
acter despite the fact that a smaller proportion of the popula
tion was living in rural areas in 1940 than in 1930. Accord
ing to the data recently released by the Bureau of the Census, 
but adjusted to apply only to the District, 62.6 out of every 
hundred persons in the District lived on the farm or in places 
of less than 2500 in 1940, while the comparable figure for 
1930 was 65.4. Almost half of the 448 counties or parishes in 
the District by the 1940 Census were entirely rural. The de
crease in the proportion of rural population in the District 
owing to the rapid rate of growth of the urban population is 
in contrast to the trend in the United States as a whole, where 
the proportion of rural population was approximately the 
same in 1940 as in 1930.
^Population growth in the District was also in marked con
trast to the rest of the United States. The total population in 
the District, both urban and rural, increased from 1930 to 
1940 by 12.7 per cent. This rate of growth was greater than 
that of both the United States and the South outside the Dis
trict, where the rate of population growth was 7.2 and 8.9 
per cent, respectively. The greater rate of population growth 
in the District was due not only to the fact that the rural 
population increased more rapidly than in other areas but 
also to the 21 per cent increase in the urban population of 
the District, almost three times as great a rate as that for 
the nation as a whole.

There are, of course, variations from state to state within 
the District. A greater proportion of Florida’s population is 
urban than rural while only 30 per cent of the population of

TA B LE  I—BU BAL AND URBAN POPULATION  
Sixth Federal Reserve District

Per Cent
Per Cent Increase in

Per Cent 
Urban

Increase
Urban

Per Cent 
Rural

Population
1930-1940

1940 1930 1930-1940 1940 1930 Rural Total
Alabam a..................... 30.2 28.1 15.0 69.8 71.9 3.9 7.1
Florida....................... 55.1 51.7 37.6 44.9 48.3 20.2 29.2
G eorg ia .....................
Louisiana*.................

34.4
48.3

30.8
47.8

19.9
16.6

65.6
51.7

69.2
52.2

1.8 7.4 
22.3 15.1

M ississippi*............. , 27.3 24.4 26.7 72.7 75.6 9.0 13.3
Tennessee*............... 32.2 31.6 15.2 67.8 68.4 12.2 13.1

D ISTRICT* ........ 37.4 34.6 21.6 62.6 65.4 8.6 12.6
The South**............. .36.7 34.1 18.5 63.3 65.9 5.7 10.1
Rest of South.......... 36.4 33.9 17.2 63.6 66.1 4.8 8.9

UNITED STATES. 56.5 56.2 7.9 43.5 43.8 6.4 7.2

•Adjusted in  order to exclude counties and parishes not in the District. 
**South Atlantic, East South Central, and W est South Central states. 

So urce : United States Bureau of the Census.

Mississippi is urban, with the other states distributed between 
the two extremes. In all states except Louisiana, however, the 
increase in the urban population was greater than that in 
the rural areas.

The changes in urban-rural relationships are summarized 
in Table I.

Totals conceal many significant changes within the District 
and the states making up the District. Despite the over-all 
increase in each state, 105 out of the 448 counties or parishes 
decreased in population from 1930 to 1940. The relative 
rates of change may be understood best by an examination 
of the accompanying chart.

Important shifts from rural to urban areas took place, even 
though the total rural population did not decline. Decreases 
in population were heavier in those counties where the popula
tion was predominantly rural. In Alabama, for example, 
where 19 out of 67 counties decreased in population, the de
creases were, for the most part, in counties that were entirely 
or predominantly rural. In Georgia, while urban population 
declined in only four counties, rural population declined in 
78 counties, and total population decreased in 60 counties. 
Throughout the District, 145 of the counties had fewer rural 
inhabitants in 1940 than in 1930.
^Migration from rural to urban areas has been a normal 
occurrence throughout the history of the United States. Until 
the decade 1930 to 1940, the rate of increase of urban 
population has always considerably exceeded the rate of 
growth of rural population, except for the decade 1810 to 
1820. While the birth rate in cities is such that the popula
tion of urban places does not replace itself, the excess of 
births over deaths in rural areas is more than sufficient to 
replace existing population. Cities have grown because of 
migration from the rural areas, and such a cityward migration 
has been normal. However, variations in the rate of mi
gration and increases in migration so great as to cause actual 
declines in rural population are probably due to changes 
in economic conditions in either the city or the country.

During the 1920’s cities grew at a relatively rapid rate as 
the result of migration from rural to urban areas. Urban 
population as a whole increased 27.3 per cent throughout 
the United States from 1920 to 1930 in contrast to the 4.4 
increase in rural population. With the advent of the de
pression, migration from the country to the city declined 
sharply. Urban population in the United States for the decade
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