
Introduction

This bulletin presents 1987-92 data on employment, hours, and earnings
by industry for the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin
Islands, and 275 metropolitan areas. The data supplant those for recent years
published in Employment, Hours, and Earnings, States and Areas, 1972-87
(Bulletin 2320)

The data are obtained from the Current Employment Statistics (CES) sur-
vey and relate to the nonfarm sector of the economy. They exclude members
of the Armed Forces, agricultural workers, the self-employed, and private
household and unpaid family workers. Hours and earnings data relate to pro-
duction workers in mining and manufacturing; construction workers in con-
struction; and nonsupervisory workers in transportation and public utilities;
wholesale and retail trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; and services.
Data for industries are based on the 1987 Standard Industrial Classification
(SIC) Manual. Industries selected for publication are generally those which

best reflect the significant economic activities in the State or area.
Appendix A describes the collection, concepts, estimating techniques, and

other major characteristics of the CES.
Each year, the industry employment series for States and areas are ad-

justed to more recent benchmarks. These adjustments may also affect the
hours and earnings series, since employment levels are used as weights. All
series in this volume have been adjusted to March 1991 benchmarks. Thus,
data may not be comparable with series published previously. Data after
March 1991 are subject to revision at the time new benchmarks are intro-
duced.

Data for metropolitan areas reflect the definitions and standards estab-
lished by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget effective June 29,1989.
The geographic definitions and boundaries of the metropolitan areas for
which data are published in this bulletin are presented in appendix B.

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

August 1992



Introduction

This bulletin presents 1988-94 data on employment, hours, and earnings by
industry for the 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin
Islands, and selected metropolitan areas. The data supplant those for recent
years published in Employment, Hours, and Earnings, States and Areas, 1987-
fl?(Bulletin2411).

The data are obtained from the Current Employment Statistics (CES) survey
and relate to the nonfarm sector of the economy. They exclude members of the
Armed Forces, agricultural workers, the self-employed, private household and
unpaid family workers. Hours and earnings data relate to production workers in
mining and manufacturing; construction workers in construction; and
nonsupervisory workers in transportation and public utilities; wholesale and
retail trade; finance, insurance, and real estate, and services. Data for indus-
tries are based on the 1987 Standard Industrial Classification Manual (SIC).
Industries selected for publication are generally those which best reflect the

significant economic activities in the State or area.
Appendix A describes the collection, concepts, estimating techniques, and

other major characteristics of the CES.
Each year, the industry employment series for States and areas are adjusted

to more recent benchmarks. These adjustments may also affect the hours and
earnings series, since employment levels are used as weights. All series in this
volume have been adjusted to March 1993 benchmarks. Thus, data may not
be comparable with series published previously. Data after March 1993 are
subject to revision at the time new benchmarks are introduced.

Data for metropolitan areas reflect the definitions and standards established
by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget effective June 30, 1993. The
geographic definitions and boundaries of the metropolitan areas for which data
are published in this bulletin are presented in appendix B.
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