
Introduction

This bulletin is the 20th reference volume of
State and area employment, hours, and earnings
statistics released by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. The data supersede those published
for recent years in Employment, Hours, and Earn-
ings, States and Areas, 1939-82 (Bulletin 1370-17)
and Supplement to Employment, Hours, and Earn-
ings, States and Areas, Data for 1980-83 (Bulletin
1370-18).

Employment data relate to the nonfarm sector
of the economy, and exclude the Armed Forces,
proprietors, the self-employed, domestic workers,
and unpaid family workers. Hours and earnings
data for manufacturing and mining relate to pro-
duction workers; for construction, to construc-
t ion workers; and for the remaining
nonagricultural components, to nonsupervisory
workers.

Area coverage
This edition presents detailed industry data for

285 major labor areas. These data reflect, for the
first time, revised standards and definitions
established by the U.S. Office of Management and
Budget effective June 30, 1983. The revision in-
cluded the establishment of new statistical areas,
changes in area titles, and the redefinition of
geographic boundaries, based primarily on 1980
census data. In addition, several changes were
made in the terminology used in describing
metropolitan areas. Whereas only two categories
of metropolitan areas were designated previously,
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas and Stand-
ard Consolidated Statistical Areas, there are now
three categories—Metropolitan Statistical Areas,
Primary Metropolitan Statistical Areas, and Con-
solidated Metropolitan Statistical Areas. (The
word "Standard" has been deleted from all
designations.)

A Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) is an ur-
ban area that meets specified size criteria—either
it has a city of at least 50,000 in population within
its corporate limits, or it contains an urbanized
area of at least 50,000 in population and has a
total population of at least 100,000.

A Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area (PMSA)
is an urban area within a very large metropolitan
area. A PMSA either was recognized as a separate
metropolitan area as of January 1, 1980, or has a
population of at least 100,000 with at least 60 per-

cent of the population urban and less than 50 per-
cent of the resident workers commuting to jobs
outside the area. Also considered in determining
PMSA'S was the degree of local support for such a
designation.

A Consolidated Metropolitan Statistical Area
(CMSA) is a combination of contiguous
metropolitan areas. It is defined as a metropolitan
area which has a population of at least 1 million
and which contains two or more PMSA'S. The CMSA
comprises the entire geographical area of its con-
stituent PMSA'S—all counties (in New England,
cities and towns) must be included in PMSA'S.

More than 100 of the metropolitan areas for
which data are published underwent geographic
definitional changes which affect the historical
comparability of published data series. These
series are denoted by footnotes in the statistical
tables.

Data for 15 metropolitan areas have been added
to the published tables. These include one newly
defined MSA—Houma-Thibodaux, Louisana—and
five MSA'S which, although previously defined, are
being published for the first time—Iowa City,
Iowa; Bismarck and Grand Forks, North Dakota;
Victoria, Texas; and Provo-Orem, Utah. There are
nine new PMSA'S which were previously defined as
components of SMSA'S—Oakland, California;
Aurora-Elgin, Joliet, and Lake County, Illinois;
Niagara Falls, New York; Beaver County, Penn-
sylvania; Pawtucket-Woonsocket-Attleboro,
Rhode Island; and Brazoria and Fort Worth-
Arlington, Texas. In addition, one non-MSA—the
Maryland portion of the Washington, D.C.,
MSA—has been added.

Data for several areas are no longer being
published: Medford, Oregon; Chicago-Gary,
Illinois-Indiana; Nassau-Suffolk, New York; and
Hackensack and New York-Northeastern New
Jersey.

Complete area definitions are published in ap-
pendix A. A more detailed discussion of changes
in area coverage appears in "Revisions in Defini-
tions for Metropolitan Areas" in the March 1985
issue of Employment and Earnings.

Sources of data
The Current Employment Statistics program is
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a Federal-State undertaking conducted jointly by
State employment security agencies and the
Bureau of Labor Statistics in the 50 States, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Islands.

Data are based on information from payroll
records submitted voluntarily to State agencies
by a representative sample of industrial, commer-
cial, and government establishments, employing
collectively about 35 million workers. Appendix B
describes the major characteristics of the pro-
gram, such as scope, concepts, survey methods,
estimating techniques, benchmark adjustments,
and limitations.

Industrial classification
The industries shown in this bulletin follow the

coding used in the Standard Industrial Classifica-
tion Manual, 1972, of the Office of Management
and Budget. Industry titles are generally those
recommended by the Office of Management and
Budget in its standard list of short titles. All in-
dustries in this book are further identified by the
appropriate sic codes(s). The industries selected
for publication by the State agencies are general-
ly those which best reflect the currently signifi-

cant economic activities in the State or area. New
series or industry combinations are introduced as
shifts occur in the economy.

Publication of current data
Current State and area statistics are published

monthly by State agencies and may be obtained
upon request to the appropriate agency listed on
the inside back cover of this bulletin. Timely
statistics are also published by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics in the monthly periodical Employ-
ment and Earnings, which provides employment
data for the major nonfarm industry divisions, and
hours and earnings in manufacturing for all
States and areas shown in this bulletin.

Related national employment statistics
A companion volume, Employment, Hours, and

Earnings, United States, 1909-84 (Bulletin
1312-12), and Supplement to Employment and
Earnings, published in July 1985, contain national
data in 4-digit sic industry detail and for major in-
dustry groups and divisions. Data in Bulletin
1312-12 and in the Supplement are adjusted to
March 1984 benchmarks.
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Introduction

This bulletin presents 1972-87 monthly and annual average data on
employment, hours, and earnings by industry for the 50 States, the District
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and 262 metropolitan areas.
The annual data supplant those published for recent years in Employment,
Hours, and Earnings, States and Areas, 1939-82 (Bulletin 1370-17) and
Supplement to Employment, Hours, and Earnings, States and Areas, Data
for 1980-84 (Bulletin 1370-19). This is the initial publication of historical
monthly data.

The data are obtained from the Current Employment Statistics (CES) survey
and relate to the nonfarm sector of the economy. They exclude members
of the Armed Forces, agricultural workers, the self-employed, and private
household and unpaid family workers. Hours and earnings data relate to
production workers in mining and manufacturing; construction workers in
construction; and nonsupervisory workers in transportation and public utilities;
wholesale and retail trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; and services.
Data for industries are based on the 1972 Standard Industrial Classification
(sic) Manual. Industries selected for publication are generally those which

best reflect the significant economic activities in the State or area.
Appendix A describes the collection, concepts, estimating techniques, and

other major characteristics of the CES.
Each year, the industry employment series for States and areas are

adjusted to more recent benchmarks. These adjustments may also affect
the hours and earnings series since employment levels are used as weights.
Except as noted, all series in this volume have been adjusted to March 1987
benchmarks. Thus, data may not be comparable with series published
previously. Data after March 1987 are subject to revision at the time new
benchmarks are introduced. A supplement containing revised data for April
1987 forward is scheduled for publication in late 1989.

Data for metropolitan areas reflect the revised definitions and standards
established by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget effective June
30, 1983. As noted in the tables, these revisions also affect the historical
comparability of area data. The geographic definitions and boundaries of the
metropolitan areas for which data are published in this bulletin are presented
in appendix B.
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