
Introduction

This bulletin is the 18th reference volume of
State and area employment, hours, and earnings
statistics released by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics and the first one released in two
volumes. The data supersede those published for
recent years in Employment and Earnings, States
and Areas, 1939-78 (Bulletin 1370-13) and its sup-
plements. This bulletin is the first reference
volume to contain employment data for Athens,
Georgia; Sharon, and State College, Penn-
sylvania; and Brownsville—Harlingen—San
Benito, Bryan—College Station, Killeen—Temple,
Laredo, McAllen— Pharr—Edinburg, Texarkana,
and Tyler, Texas.

Consistent with previous editions, this volume
groups together information on employment,
hours, and earning for a State or area.

Employment data relate to the nonfarm sector
of the economy, and exclude the Armed Forces,
proprietors, the self-employed, domestic workers
in private homes, and unpaid family workers.
Hours and earnings for manufacturing and mining
relate to production workers; for construction, to
construction workers; and for the remaining
nonagricultural components, to nonsupervisory
workers.

Area coverage
This edition presents detailed industry data on

272 major labor areas—most are Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Areas. Definitions of all
the areas may be found in appendix A.

Sources of data
The Current Employment Statistics Program is

a Federal-State undertaking conducted jointly by
State employment security agencies and the
Bureau of Labor Statistics in the 50 States, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Islands.

Data are based on information from payroll
records submitted voluntarily to State agencies
by a representative sample of industrial, commer-
cial, and government establishments, employing
collectively about 36 million workers. Appendix B

describes the major characteristics of the pro-
gram, such as scope, concepts, survey methods,
estimating techniques, benchmark adjustments,
and limitations.

Industrial classification
The industries shown in this bulletin follow the

coding used in the Standard Industrial Classifica-
tion Manual, 1972, of the Office of Management
and Budget. Industry titles are generally those
recommended by the Office of Management and
Budget in its standard list of short titles. All in-
dustries in this book are further identified by the
appropriate sic code(s). The industries selected
for publication by the State agencies are general-
ly those which best reflect the currently signifi-
cant economic activities in the State or area. New
series or industry combinations are introduced as
shifts occur in the economy.

Publication of current data
Current State and area statistics are published

monthly by State agencies and may be secured
upon request to the appropriate agency listed on
the inside back cover of this bulletin. Timely
statistics are also published by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics in the monthly periodical Employ-
ment and Earnings, which provides employment
data for the major nonfarm industry divisions, and
hours and earnings in manufacturing for all
States and areas shown in this bulletin.

Related national employment statistics
A companion volume, Employment and Earn-

ings, United States, 1909-78 (Bulletin 1312-11),
and Supplement to Employment and Earnings,
(Supplement to Employment and Earnings, United
States, 1909-78), published in July 1983, contain
national data in 4-digit sic industry detail and for
major industry groups and divisions. Data in
Bulletin 1312-11 are adjusted to March 1977 bench-
marks; data in the Supplement are adjusted to
March 1982 benchmarks and supersede those
published for recent years in Bulletin 1312-11.
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