
Changes to the CPI Detailed Report

The Bureau of Labor Statistics continuously evaluates the 
Consumer Price Index program to identify improvements in 
the program and to better meet the needs of users. Begin
ning with this issue, we are presenting more historical data, 
information for two new series, and clarification of table titles 
and several index series titles.

Historical data

In our recent Users’ Survey, many respondents indicated 
that more historical data in the CPI Detailed Report would 
be helpful. Beginning with this issue, we are including six 
tables that present historical data and are deleting the one 
historical table, former table 3, that was included previously. 
The new historical data can be found in tables 24-29. Tables 
24 and 27 contain the complete history of the all-items in
dex for the U.S. city average, CPI-U and CPl-w , respectively. 
Tables 25 and 28 contain the past 10 December indexes and 
the current month’s index for detailed expenditure categories 
and for special indexes. Tables 26 and 29 contain the per
cent changes from the previous December for the same in
dexes contained in tables 25 and 28.

New items

In addition to adding more historical data, we have added

indexes for two new items at the U.S. city average level, 
indoor plants and fresh cut flowers, and day care and nursery 
school fees. These indexes appear in tables 3, 4, 8, 9, 25, 
26, 28, and 29.

New titles

We have also made some changes in the CPI Detailed 
Report to help clarify information for the user. Table titles 
now include either “ (CPI-U)” for the All Urban Consumers 
population or “ (CPI-W)” for the Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers population. For additional clarification, 
four published series have had title changes, although the 
content of the series is unchanged. These are:

Services less energy is now: Services less energy 
services;

Services less medical care is now: Services less 
medical care services;

Gas (piped) and electricity is now: Gas (piped) and 
electricity (energy services); and

Commodities less food and energy is now: Commodities 
less food and energy commodities.
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