
Issued February 25, 1955 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D. C. 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX - JANUARY 1955 

The Consumer Price Index was unchanged from December 195U "oo January 1955, 
according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. Small increases 
in prices of food, rent, fuel, transportation, medical and personal care, and reading and 
recreation were balanced by decreased costs of apparel and housefurnishings. 

The Consumer Price Index for January 1955 was llU.3 (19li7-U9 • 100), 0,8 percent 
less than a year ago, and 1.0 percent below the record high level of October 1953* 
FOOD The slight rise of 0.2 percent in average retail prices of food between December 

and January was attributable principally to higher prices of fresh vegetables 
and poultry. These price increases, reversing the previous month's price movement, were 
almost counterbalanced in the family food budget by lower prices for eggs, pork, oranges, 
and milk. The January increase in average food prices was by no means uniform throughout 
the country. Increases occurred in 27 cities, and decreases in 19 of the U6 cities in the 
index. 

Fresh vegetable prices advanced 7«5 percent. Lettuce, up 21 percent, and green 
beans, up 30 percent, reflected the effects of unfavorable weather in the major growing 
areas. Consumers in most of the U6 cities also paid more for celery, cabbage, sweet-
potatoes, and white potatoes. Although large price increases were reported for fresh 
tomatoes in Western cities, price decreases were the rule elsewhere. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish were about the same in January as in 
December, on the average. Prices of frying chickens jumped 5*5 percent, in response to 
last autumnfs reduction in starts of chicks. Pork prices were down l.k percent from 
December to January as larger hog production, encouraged by the favorable prices of late 
1953 and early 195U, continued to exert pressure on the market. Lard prices also de-
clined 5.7 percent, with production 25 percent above a year ago. Most cuts of beef ad-
vanced slightly in price between December and January. 

Egg prices averaged less than 52 cents a dozen, a decline of 3#7 percent from 
the unusually 1 cm level prevailing in December. Coffee prices advanced slightly in 31 
cities between December and January. The January index does not reflect the wave of re-
ductions in retail coffee prices during early February, following Brazil's increase in 
bonus payments to exporters, stimulating price reductions. Fresh fluid milk decreased in 
price in several cities, most of them in the Northeast. Butter prices were lower in 32 
cities. Cereals and bakery products prices continued to inch upward. 

HOUSING The slight decline in housing costs over the month reflected lowered prices on 
housefurnishings, chiefly the result of January "white sales" and furniture 

sales. Discount house competition continued to induce other types of retailers to reduce 
prices of such items as refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, and toasters. The 0*8 percent de-
cline from December to January in housefurnishings follows a 1.7 percent decrease during 
195U. Higher costs for heating gas, fuel oil, and coal were reported in several cities• 
Residential rents averaged slightly higher. 

OTHER GOODS As usual, apparel prices declined in January. Most of the items of heavy 
AND SERVICES outerwear, such as men's and boys' coats and jackets, and women's and girls1 

coats, were reported at sales prices as merchants continued efforts to 
clear their stocks of winter merchandise. 
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The rise in transportation costs reflects in part higher new automobile prices 
for those cities in which prices for 1955 models were collected for the first time in 
January, 

Increased movie admission charges for special features in several cities 
brought up reading and recreation costs• Higher charges by physicians and surgeons 
accounted for most of the increase in medical care. Personal care costs were slightly 
higher as prices of toilet soap rose, 

ANNUAL AVERAGE The following table presents a comparison of 1952, 1953, and 195U 
INDEXES annual average index numbers for all cities combined. Annual average 

indexes for the 20 cities for which local Consumer Price Indexes are 
published will be available upon request later in the year. 

j Indexes s 
* (I9ii7-h9c100) i Percent Change 

G r o uP : 1 1953 to : 1952 to 
s 195U 1953 1952 J 195U » 1951; 

ALL ITEMS 11U.8 l l U . U 1 1 3 . 5 0 . 3 1 . 1 

FOOD 1 1 2 . 6 1 1 2 . 8 11U.6 - 0 . 2 - 1 . 7 

Cereals and Bakery Produpts 1 2 1 . 9 1 1 9 . 1 1 1 6 . 8 2.1* U.U 
Meats, Poultry, and Fish 1 0 8 . o 1 0 9 . 9 1 1 6 . 2 - 1 . 7 - 7 . 1 
Dairy Products 1 0 6 . 1 1 0 9 . 6 1 1 1 . 5 - 3 . 2 - U.8 
Fruits and Vegetables 1 1 1 . 9 1 1 3 . 5 1 1 7 . 2 - l . U - U.5 
Other Foods at Home 11U.8 1 1 2 . 2 1 0 9 . 3 2 . 3 5 . 0 

HOUSING 1 1 9 . 1 1 1 7 . 7 l i b . 6 1 . 2 3 . 9 

Bent 1 2 8 . 5 1 2 U . 1 1 1 7 . 9 3 . 5 9 . 0 
Gas and Electricity 1 0 7 - 9 1 0 6 . 6 i o U . 5 1 . 2 3 . 3 
Solid Fuels and Fuel Oil 1 2 3 . ? 1 2 3 . 9 1 1 8 . 7 - 0 . 3 U.O 
Housefurnishings 1 0 6 . 1 1 0 7 . 9 1 0 8 . 5 - 1 . 7 - 2 . 2 
Household Operation 1 1 7 . U 1 1 5 . 3 1 1 1 . 8 1 . 8 5 . 0 

APPAREL 10U.3 l o U . 8 1 0 5 . 8 - 0 . 5 - l . U 

Men's and Boys' 1 0 6 . 8 107 .U 1 0 8 . 2 - 0 . 6 - 1 . 3 
Women's and Girls' 9 8 . 9 9 9 . 7 1 0 0 . 9 - 0 . 8 - 2 . 0 
Footwear 116 .U 1 1 5 . 2 1 1 5 . 3 1 . 0 1 . 0 
Other Apparel 9 0 . 7 9 2 . 1 9 2 . 1 - 1.5 - 1.5 

TRANSPORTATION 1 2 8 . 0 1 2 9 . 7 1 2 6 . 2 - 1 . 3 l . U 
MEDICAL CASE 1 2 5 . 2 1 2 1 . 3 1 1 7 . 2 3 . 2 6 . 8 
PERSONAL CARE 113 .U 1 1 2 . 8 1 1 1 . 8 0.5 l . U 
READING AND RECREATION 1 0 7 . 0 1 0 8 . 0 1 0 7 . 0 - 0.9 0 
0THI7R GOODS AND SERVICES 1 2 0 . 1 1 1 8 . 2 1 1 5 . U 1 . 6 U . i 
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Issued March 23, 1955 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX - FEBRUARY 1955 

The Consumer Price Index remained unchanged in February 1955 at lllu3 percent 
of the 19U7-U9 average for the third consecutive month, according to tne U.S. Department 
of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. The index was down 0.6 perceno from a year ago 
and,during the year, its range has been less than one index point. 

FOOD For the second consecutive month average retail food prices rose slightly 
(0.2 percent), but the i*ise was not general among all cities or among all 

foods. Food costs averaged higher in 27 cities, la*er in 17, and were unchanged in 
2 of the U6 cities. Major influences on the average change were the substantially 
higher prices of eggs and poultry and considerably lower prices of coffee, bacon, and 
ham. However, slight increases were reported for all important groups of food pur-
chased for consumption at home except dairy products. Prices of restaurant meals were 
virtually unchanged over the month. 

The liu3 percent increase in the price of eggs, unusual for February, re-
flected lower production, and followed several months of sharp declines, which brought 
egg prices in January to the lowest January level since 1950. The 6.7 percent rise in 
poultry prices continued last month's sudden upturn, which reflected the continued de-
crease in marketings from smaller numbers of young chicks raised. Pork prices again 
declined with the pressure of larger supplies. Reductions in prices of bacon and ham 
were reported in most cities, although prices of pork chops were unchanged on the 
average. 

Consumers in all U6 cities benefited from sharp reductions in coffee prices, 
with decreases ranging from 2.0 to 12.8 percent and averaging 8.3 percent, following 
Brazil's boosting of subsidies to exporters and lorer wholesale prices in United States 
markets. The average city price of coffee in mid-February was 97 cents per pound com-
pared with the peak of $1.23 last August. Tea prices again advanced. Retail prices 
of fruits and vegetables increased slightly. Prices of frozen orange concentrate and 
canned orange juice, as well as oranges, dropped consistently throughout the Nation. 
Prices of apples were higher and prices of potatoes, sweetpotatoes, celery, and tomatoes 
also increased, while prices of carrots, lettuce, and green beans went down from 
mid-January to mid-February. The index for cereals and bakery products continued to 
advance, rising 0.3 percent between January and February, largely because of higher 
bre^d prices. Competitive price cutting for milk was reported in some cities. 

HOUSING The housing index was unchanged,from January at 119»6, as lower home-ownership 
costs balanced small increases in residential rents and prices of house-

furnishings, gas and electricity, coal and fuel oil. 

Residential rents continued their slow rise (up 0.2 percent from January^, 
but iare only 1.1* percent higher than in February 195U, compared with an advance of 5*3 
percent from February 1953 to February 195U* Housefurnishings also edged up 0.2 percent 
from January, with rises in furniture prices and household textiles following the 
January sales. Lower prices were reported for electrical appliances. 
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OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices were up fractionally (0.1 percent) between January 
AND SERVICES and February. The reinstatement of regular prices for men's suits 

in some cities, following January sales, accounted for part of 
this increase. Prices of women's and girls1 clothing and hosiery were little changed. 

Transportation costs averaged lower than in January, as used car prices de-
clined and dealers in more cities reported new or increased concessions on new cars. 
Gasoline prices increased in a few cities. Reading and recreation costs showed an 
overall decline of 0.5 percent, primarily because of sale prices for toys and sporting 
equipment. The cost of medical care increased slightly (0.2 percent), chiefly as the 
result of large increases in group hospitalization premiums in two large cities. 
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Issued April 22, 1955 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25* D* C* 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR MARCH 1955 

The Consumer Price Index, at llU*3 percent of the 19U7-U9 average, 
remained unchanged in March for the fourth consecutive month, the U*S. Department of 
Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today* Although there have been periods of 
extended price stability in earlier years, this is the first time in many years that the 
index has remained unchanged for as long as four months* 

The current stability of average prices is further emphasized by the 
lack of important change over the month among the major categories of urban consumer 
spending* Average prices for food, total housing costs, and personal care expenditures 
were unchanged* Rents and costs of household operation, medical care, and reading and 
recreation edged up 0*2 percent, and gas costs rose 0*U percent* Apparel and house-
furnishings prices decreased 0.2 percent, and transportation costs declined 0*1 percent* 

FOOD In none of the h6 cities surveyed for the index did the cost of the 
family food budget change by as much as 1 percent, and in 3U cities 

the difference was less than 0*5 percent* 

The stability of prices for food at home represents the net effect 
of price increases for poultry, fresh fruits and vegetables, and eggs, and price 
decreases for most meats, coffee, and dairy products* Poultry prices continued to rise, 
advancing 7*6 percent between February and March, as smaller numbers of young chickens 
appeared in the market* Other meat prices declined over the month, with pork 
contributing most to the decline* Bacon, off 3*3 percent, and ham, down 3»1 percent, 
were lower in price in 1*1* cities* Prices of veal cutlets, round steak, rib and chuck 
roast, and canned luncheon meat were all lower on the average, with decreases occurring 
in a majority of the cities surveyed* The decline in dairy products resulted mainly from 
price decreases for milk in 21 cities* 

Tomatoes, up 12 percent in price, were more expensive in nearly all 
cities* Among other fresh vegetables, higher prices were exhibited in most cities for 
celery, lettuce, and both sweet and white potatoes* Prices were lower for green beans 
(down 16.8 percent), cabbage (d<*rn 10*3 percent), onions and carrots* Fresh orange 
prices advanced 8 percent, but canned orange juice fell slightly* The March pricing 
preceded the major freeze over large growing areas late in the month* 

Coffee prices again moved downward (2*9 percent), averaging 9h cents 
a pound* 

Egg prices advanced 2 percent* At 60 cents a dozen, eggs were 
four percent higher this March than in March 195U, when the sharp price decline of last 
year began* Prices of food away from home advanced fractionally* 

HOUSING The housing index in March was 119 »6 for the third consecutive month* 
Continued advances in residential rents, increased costs of household 

operation, and higher gas bills were balanced by a decline in housefurnishings prices* 

The majority of rental units reported no change from February to 
March, although the changes that did occur included more increases than decreases* 
However, during the first quarter of 1955# *ore cities reported rent decreases than in 
the last quarter of 195U« Housefurnishings prices resumed their downward trend, 
temporarily interrupted in February* Some household appliances and furniture, notably 
refrigerators, stoves, toasters, and dinette sets, declined in price in the face of 
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sharp competition. On the other hand, some price increases for other types of furniture 
occurred, reflecting increased costs of lumber and fabric coverings used in their 
construction* 

OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices decreased 0*2 percent over the month, with lower 
AND SERVICES prices for girls1 cotton dresses, womenvs rayon blouses, and men's 

and boys1 cotton apparel, such as business shirts and work clothing • 

Transportation costs were little changed (down 0.1 percent) as 
decreases in new and used car prices and automobile insurance were almost counter-
balanced by higher prices for gasoline and for public transportation in three cities. 
Larger price concessions on new cars were reported by dealers in some cities surveyed 
for the first time this year. Automobile insurance rates were reduced widely in the 
small and medium sized cities. 

Medical care costs again rose fractionally (0.2 percent). Higher 
movie admission charges, particularly to those attending showings of special features, 
caused the 0.2 percent increase in reading and recreation costs, despite fairly general 
small decreases in prices of television and radio sets. 
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Issued May 20, 1955 
U.S. DEPARTLENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D. C. 
CONSUMER RRICE INDEX FOR APRIL 1955 

The Consumer Price Index declined 0.1 percent between March and 
April to a level of 111* .2 percent of the 19U7-U9 average, the U.S. Department of Laborfs 
Bureau of Labor Statistics announced today. It was the first change in the index since 
December 195U* 

A substantial reduction of. 1.6 percent in transportation costs, 
along with slightly lower costs for housing and apparel, was chiefly responsible for the 
slight decline* In contrast, average food prices rose O.h percent and medical care and 
personal care costs, 0.2 percent® 

FOOD Food prices rose to about the level of last November* but were 
1.1 percent lower than a year ago. Of the U6 cities surveyed for 

the April index, total food costs increased in 32, decreased in 11, and showed no change 
in 3# The major changes from March 1955 consisted of substantially higher prices for 
potatoes, poultry, pork chops, and apples, and sizeable decreases in costs of eggs, 
milk, and coffee. In comparison with April 1951i> food purchased for home consumption 
was down 1.5 percent, while costs of restaurant meals increased* 

Although most fr<esh fruits and vegetables usually become more 
expensive at this time of year, the i;.9 percent increase in the fruits and vegetables 
index over last month also reflects the extensive crop damage in the South and Southeast 
caused by freezing weather in late March. The greatest Impact was on potato prices, 
which were about 30 percent higher than in March and nearly 60 percent higher than in 
April 195U* Other fresh fruits and vegetables showing substantial price increases were 
cabbage (20.5 percent), onions (ll;*9 percent), apples (7*0 percent), green beans (7.0 
percent), and oranges (3*5 percent). Lower prices were recorded for tomatoes (5*6 per-
cent), celery (3#9 percent), and carrots (2*3 percent). Fresh strawberries were back 
in season in many cities at prices higher than at the end of last season* Costs of 
frozen, canned, and dried fruits and vegetables also increased fractionally© 

Poultry prices rose at a reduced rate but reached their highest 
point since January 1953* Price changes for meats other than poultry were small. 
Nearly all dairy products were lower in price. Egg prices moved down In all bn one of 
the 1*6 cities. At an average of 5k• 9 cents a dozen, the price was £.8 percent lower 
than in March. Coffee prices were down almost 2 percent from March, to a level alnost 
20 percent lower than a year ago. 

HOUSING The housing index decreased 0.1 percent between March and April. 
Lower prices for coal and housefurnishings, together with a small 

average decline in residential rents, exceeded the rise in costs of household operation• 
The current decrease in the rent index is the first since 19^2 . 

Increases in dry cleaning charges and laundry soap prices caused 
most of the rise in household operation costs. 
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CTREE COMMODITIES The decline in the transportation index resulted primarily from 
AND SERVICES further price decreases for new and used cars* Widespread and 

somewhat larger concessions offered by new car dealers have produced 
a price decline on the 1955 model automobiles* Gasoline and tire prices rose slightly® 

Average apparel prices fell slightly over the month* Post-Easter 
sales and new lower price lines for many articles of apparel accounted for the decline. 
Sale prices were reported in many cities for women1 s coats and suits, nylon slips, and 
for men's cotton sport shirts* Some increases were noted in prices for women's cotton 
dresses* 

Costs of medical care were slightly higher (0.2 percent) over the 
month, as physicians' fees and prescription prices were raised in a number of cities and 
group hospitalization premiums increased in one* Personal care costs also rose 0*2 per-
cent* 
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Issued June 23* 1955 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OP LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25 # D. C. 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX - MAI 1955 

The Consumer Price Index was unchanged between April and May, 
remaining at lliu2 percent of the 19U7-U9 average* according to the U*S» Department of 
Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics* This index has varied by only 0.1 percent in the 
past 6 months* 

Prices for the food, housing, and reading and recreation categories 
each declined 0*1 percent, while prices of transportation, apparel, medical care,and 
personal care each rose 0«2 percent• The "other goods and services" category increased 
0*1 percent* 

FOOD The decline in food prices was the first since last December* 
However, half the U6 cities surveyed reported higher average food 

prices between April and May* At 111*1, the food index was 1*9 percent lower than a year 
earlier and 10*5 percent above June 1950* 

The slight change represented largely the net effeet of decreases 
for poultry, eggs, and beef, and increases for pork and fresh fruits and vegetables, 
particularly potatoes and apples* Of food at hone, only fruits and vegetables averaged 
higher between April and May* Prices of restaurant seals edged higher* 

Fresh fruit and vegetable prices averaged about 3*it percent higher 
over the month, somewhat more than usual for this period of the year. The retail prices 
of white potatoes again advanced (about 15 percent) following the sharp price rise 
recorded in April* Reflecting the late March freeze, average potato prices increased 
almost 50 percent from March to May to about 80 centr for 10 pounds* The retail prices 
of apples, which have been increasing steadily since October 195U* increased another 
12 percent over the month* The prices of oranges alio advanced, about 5 percent* Prices 
of lettuce, fresh tomatoes, and strawberries decreased over the month as greater supplies 
moved into the market* 

As supplies increased, poultry prices declined 7*3 percent over 
the month, following U months of steady advance* Meat prices averaged higher in May as 
prices for pork chops and ham increased 6*6 percent and 2*5 percent respectively, with 
the seasonal decreases in marketing of hogs* However, prices of all other meat items 
were lower* Chuck roast prices were down 3*5 percent and round steak, 1*8 percent* 

Eggs were a better buy in most cities as the average price 
decreased 3*1 percent to the lowest for any May since 1950* Dairy products declined 
for the fifth consecutive month* 

Coffee prices continued down, but only slightly, for the fourth 
consecutive month* Tea prices fell a little following 13 months of continuous advance* 
The slight decline in the cereals and bakery products index constituted its first 
decrease in more than a year* 
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HOUSING Between April and May, the housing index declined CU1 percent® 
There were price decreases for housefurnishings and solid fuels 

and fuel oil while rents, gas and electric bills, and household operation costs were 
slightly higher* Housefurnishings prices declined 0.8 percent over the month. Tradi-
tional May white sales resulted in reduced prices for sheets. Prices for refrigerators, 
cook stoves, and washing machines were also lower in some cities as retailers cut prices 
to meet competition and to promote increased volume. 

Substantial price decreases for anthracite, and smaller reductions 
for bituminous coal and fuel oil, brought the solid fuels and fuel oil index doim 
2.5 percent from April. These declines are customary with the onset of warmer weather. 

Residential rents resumed their gradual increase in May, moving 
to a level 0.3 percent above April. The majority of rental dwellings reported no change 
in rent over the month. 

Gas and electric bills increased 0.5 percent, on the average, 
between April and May. The rise of 0.8 percent in household operation costs was due 
almost entirely to substantial increases in water rates in several cities. 

OTHER COMMODITIES The transportation index rose as a firmer market for used cars was 
AND SERVICES reported in May. Sharp competition among service stations in a 

few cities brought about large reductions in local gasoline prices. 

The apparel index rose slightly between April and May. Some 
scattered increases were reported in prices for men's street oxfords, reflecting recent 
advances in leather prices. Shoe repairs were also higher in some cities because of 
increases in costs of leather and rubber heels. 

The medical care index advanced as higher fees for physicians1 
afod surgeons1 services were reported in some cities, and higher room rates were posted 
in a number of hospitals. 

Higher prices for haircuts in one city and beauty shop services 
in a few others were responsible for the increase in the personal care index. Some 
stores reported reduced prices for television sets and radios to meet competition. 
Cigarette prices were up in a few cities. 
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Issued July 26, 1955 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25 > D* C* 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX - JUNE 1955 

Consumar prices in U*S* cities rose 0.2 percent between May and 
June 1955* according to the U*S* Department of Laborfs Bureau of Labor Statistics* The 
increase was due principally to a seasonal rise in food prices end to small increases in 
a number of other elements in the family budget* The Consumer Price Index in June Moved 
up to llluii (19kl-k9 • 100) * This was the first monthly change of more than 0*1 percent 
since last December* The index has fluctuated between Ul*,2 and 115*2 since November 
1953. 

Prices were higher than a month earlier for food* housing, trans-
portation, personal care, and medical care* Reading and recreation costs and apparel 
prices declined during the month* 
FOCD At 111*3, ttie food index was 0*2 percent higher than in May* 

Increases were reported for pork, poultry, fresh fruits, eggs, beef 
and veal, lamb, and cereals and bakery products* Dairy products also increased slî itly* 
In contrast, decreased costs to consumers were reported for fresh vegetables, restaurant 
meals, coffee, and tea* The food index showed increases in 26 cities and decreases in 
17, while 3 large cities showed no change* 

Retail prices of meats, poultry, and fish as a group rose 1*7 per-
cent from May to June* In response to the sharp curtailment of hog marketings in late 
May and early June, prices for pork increased more than usual* Park chaps were up 
8*U percent on the average throughout the country; ham prices also increased by 2*5 
percent and bacon edged up slightly* Despite the continued large supply of young 
chickens, poultry prices increased 1*7 percent, following the substantial decline in 
May* 

As a group, prices of fruits and vegetables decreased 0*6 percent, 
with fresh vegetables down an average of 10*7 percent* Fresh fruit prices rose 8*7 
percent chiefly because of higher prices for apples, grapefruit, and watermelons* White 
potato prices declined to 71*7 cents per 10-pound bag, from an average price of 80*9 
cents in May - the high for the year* This decline was quite general throughout the 
country* Retail prices of green beans, fresh tomatoes, lettuce, and cabbage also 
reflected considerable seasonal price declines ranging from 11 to 27 percent* 

Coffee and tea prices declined, with the U*S* average price of 
coffee down to 89 cents per pound, the first month since July 1953 in which it has been 
less than 90 cents* Egg prices edged up, as warm weather reduced production; and there 
were scattered increases in prices of bread and milk* Lower prices for restaurant meals 
were reported in some cities* 
HOUSING The housing index rose 0*3 percent between May and June, as 

residential rents edged up 0*1 percent and costs of home mainte* 
nance and repairs and some furnishings were higher* Sheets and a few other housefurni-
shings items returned to regular prices after May sales, but price reductions were 
reported for vacuum cleaners, bedroom furniture, living room suites, and rugs* Dry 
cleaning prices advanced in several cities, but prices of laundry soap and detergents 
were slightly lower than in May* Higher prices for anthracite and bituminous coal 
were announced, but there were reductions in gas bills in a few cities* 
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OTHER COMMODITIES The transportation index advanced 0*2 percent during the month, 
AND SERVICES as used car prices rose seasonally and gasoline prices also 

increased* Automobile insurance rates were reduced in a number of 
cities and prices of tires declined slightly* 

The rise of 0*7 percent in the personal care index during the 
month (the largest monthly change since April 195>U when Federal excise taxes were 
reduced) resulted primarily from higher prices for man's haircuts in several cities* 
Ifedical care costs continued upward in June, with higher rates for hospital and 
professional services* 

The decline of 0*3 percent for reading and recreation was mainly 
due to sale prices for sporting goods and toys* although prices of television sets and 
radios also declined* Motion picture admission charges advanced, with some operators 
reporting higher prices for special features, while others returned to regular prices 
after temporary increases for special attractions* 

Apparel prices declined 0*1 percent during the month, with slight 
decreases for women's rayon dresses and nylon hose and a few items of men's and boys' 
apparel* 
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Issued August 23* 1955 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25* B. C* 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX - JULY 1955 

Consumer prices of goods and services in United States cities rose 
0*3 percent between June and July 1955* according to the U*S* Department of Laborfg 
Bureau of Labor Statistics* As in June* seasonally higher food prices were mainly 
responsible for the increase* although continued small increases in rates for services 
were also a factor* Costs of housing* personal care* medical care, the other goods and 
services category* and reading and recreation advanced during the month* Transportation 
costs were lower than in June and apparel prices were unchanged on the average* 

The Consumer Price Index for July 1955 was Ulu? percent of the 
19U7-U9 average* 0*U percent lower than a year ago* Among the index conpcnents now at 
their highest levels are residential rents* household operation, medical care* and 
personal care* These categories are more strongly influenced by changes in costs of 
services than other index groups* 
FOOD The food index rose 0*7 percent to 112*1* but remained 2*2 percent 

lower than in July 195U* Substantial seasonal increases in prices 
of fresh fruits and eggs* with lesser advances in dairy products* restaurant meals* pork 
products* processed fruits and vegetables* fats and oils* and bakery products caused the 
increase over the month* Lower prices were reported for fresh vegetables* poultry, some 
cuts of beef* lamb, and watermelons* The family food budget cost more in 36 cities* but 
slightly less in the other 10* 

Prices of fresh fruits rose 9*ii percent, following their 8*7 percent 
increase from May to June* Fresh peaches returned to the 1955 market at an average price 
of 30*9 cents per pound compared with 18*9 cents last July* reflecting the severe damage 
to this yearfs crop in the Southern states from the March freeze* Grapes also appeared 
in the market at higher prices than at the end of last season* Prices of apples were up 
8*9 percent* Oranges continued to increase (up 5*2 percent)* as they usually do in the 
Summer* Watermelon prices declined 27*0 percent from the first of season price in June* 
as lower prices were reported in U3 of the 1*6 cities* Fresh vegetable prices declined 
5*1 percent* led by potatoes (down 17*U percent), reflecting abundant supplies, with all 
U6 cities reporting decreases* Green beans (down 17*1 percent) and cabbage (down 13*3 
percent) were both reported selling at lower prices in all but 2 or 3 cities* Lettuce 
prices* down last month, rose 18*9 percent, because of crop damage caused by hot, dry 
weather; costs of fresh tomatoes and celery advanced slightly* 

Egg prices rose seasonally in H3 cities, averaging 6*5 percent 
higher than in June* Small price increases contributing to the 1*U percent rise in the 
"other food purchased for consumption at home*1 category were reported for shortening, 
margarine, peanut butter, and canned pork and beans* Scattered increases in prices of 
bread and milk caused the advances in the indexes of cereals and bakery products (up 0*2 
percent) and dairy products (up 0*6 percent)* 

The meats, poultry, and fish group declined fractionally (0*1 per-
cent), and is now 5*5 percent below its July 195U level* Substantial decreases in July 
prices of pork chops (down 3*0 percent) and to a lesser extent in poultry (down 1*1 
percent) reversed their price movement from May to June* Chuck roast prices also 
declined* In contrast, prices of processed pork (bacon and ham) rose almost enough to 
offset these decreases* 
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HOUSING The housing index rose 0*2 percent between June and July, 
although residential rents held at their June level* Prices of 

anthracite coal and fuel oil advanced during the month. Laundry service charges showed 
a small increase, but sale prices for dry cleaning were reported in some cities* The 
slight decline (0*2 percent) in housefumishings prices resulted principally from wide-
spread reductions for electric refrigerators• A number of sale prices in retail stores 
were also reported for vacuum cleaners, washing machines, sewing machines, and both living 
room and bedroom furniture* 

OTHER COMMODITIES Prices for men's haircuts were reported as much as 20 percent 
AMD SERVICES higher in several cities, and prices of home permanent wave refill 

kits advanced in most cities priced in July* Physicians', surgeons1, 
dentists9 fees, and hospital rates rose in a number of cities* 

The 0*1 percent increase in reading and recreation costs represents 
the net effect of higher motion picture admissions for special features and lower prices 
for television sets and sporting goods* 

Prices of new automobiles continued downward as dealers granted 
larger concessions, and used car prices also declined during the month* Reduced auto* 
mobile Insurance rates were reported, but gasoline prices were higher than in June* 

The apparel index was unchanged as price declines for nylon slips 
and hose were counterbalanced by some increases in men's and boys' apparel and footwear* 
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Issued September 23, 1955 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25* D. C. 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR AUGUST 1955 

Consumer prices in United States cities declined 0.2 percent 
between July and August 1955* according to the U.S. Department of Labors Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. Seasonally lower food prices were mainly responsible for the decrease, 
although housefurnishings prices also declined. Prices of all other major groups of 
consumer goods and services either advanced slightly or remained at their July levels. 

The Consumer Price Index for August 1955 was 11U.5 (19U7-U9 • 100), 
O.h percent lower than in August 195U. 
FOOD Family food budgets cost less in Ul of the U6 cities surveyed in 

August. At 111.2 percent of the 19U7-U9 average, the food index 
was 0.8 percent lower than in July and 2.1* percent below the August 195U level. 

Substantial decreases in prices of fresh fruits (down lU.9 per-
cent) and fresh vegetables (down 11.5 percent) ire re primarily responsible for the drop. 
A decline in the cost of meat was also a contributing factor. On the other hand, prices 
of eggs jumped llj.l percentj dairy products were up 1 percent; costs of restaurant 
meals, poultry, frozen fruits and vegetables, canned and dried fruits, and fats and oils 
increased slightly. 

Apple prices, which reached a near record high of 20.6 cents a 
pound in July, fell to 16 cents in August. Peaches and grapes cost substantially less 
than at the July beginning-of-season levels, as additional supplies reached the market; 
watermelon prices fell to less than li cents a pound — the lowest average price in the 
last 3 years. Potato and fresh tomato prices were lower in hh of the 1*6 cities, as 
ample supplies exercised a depressing influence on the market. Prices of fresh oranges 
and both canned and frozen orange juice continued to rise and green beans and lettuce 
prices rose generally. 

A continued general decline in prices of pork chops was reported, 
a s UU c i t i e s showed decreases. Pork products were 2 . U percent lower than in July. 
Beef r o a s t s and most other cuts of fresh meats cost somewhat less, although round steak 
p r i c e s a g a i n advanced slightly. Poultry prices were 1 percent higher. Seasonal 
i n c r e a s e s i n m i l k prices in several cities caused the index for dairy products to rise. 

Although egg prices usually go up at this time of year, this 
month's i n c r e a s e was considerably more than the customary July to August increase. 
P e a n u t b u t t e r prices edged up to 55*6 cents a pound, a new high. 
HOUSING The index of housing costs as a group increased 0.1 percent 

between July and August. Residential rents rose by 0.1 percent, 
and c o s t s o f home repairs and maintenance advanced, reflecting higher prices for w a t e r 
h e a t e r s , k i t c h e n sinks, and sink faucets. Higher prices were reported for bituminous 
c o a l and f u e l oil. Prices of laundry soap and detergents were higher than in July. 
However , traditional August white sales resulted in generally lower prices for sheets 
and t o w e l s | s a l e prices were also reported for electric refrigerators and other 
e l e c t r i c a l appliances, as well as furniture in some cities4 
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OTHER COMMODITIES A p p a r e l p r i c e s rose 0.2 percent during t h e m o n t h . Prices were 
AND SERVICES g e n e r a l l y higher for womenfs r a y o n d r e s s e s and some scattered 
™ increases were reported for rayon s k i r t s , g i r d l e s , and footwear. 
P r i c e s of men's suits and s l a c k s and women's nylon slips declined s l i g h t l y between July 
and August. 

The rise of 0.3 percent in costs of personal care resulted 
primarily from higher prices for men's haircuts in several cities. Prices of home 
permanent wave refill kits and shaving cream also went up, while lower prices were 
reported for cleansing tissues. 

In transportation, prices were higher for gasoline and transit 
fares were increased in certain cities. However, further concessions were made by 
new-car dealers and rates for automobile insurance were reduced in certain areas. In 
consequence, the transportation index as a whole remained at its July level. 
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Issued October 21, 1955 
U. S.DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D* C. 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR SEPTEMBER 1955 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0*3 percent between 
August and September 1955, according to the U*S* Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics * Seasonally higher prices for food and apparel and higher housing costs were 
principally responsible for the advance, although prices for all major groups of 
consumer goods and services except transportation increased during the month* 

The Consumer Price Index for September 1955 was lilt* 9 percent of 
the 19U7-U9 average, 0.2 percent higher than a year ago* This was the highest level 
reached by the index since August 195U and the first month since July 195U that the 
index has been higher than the corresponding month of the previous year* 
FOOD The retail food price index was 111*6, 0*U percent higher than 

in August, but 0.7 percent lower than in September 195U and Iu3 
percent below its August 1952 peak* 

The effect of the usual seasonal influences making for higher 
food prices in September was somewhat augmented by the effects of damage to fresh 
vegetable crops in major producing areas* There were seasonal increases in prices of 
eggs and milk, accompanied by advances in costs of fresh meat (especially pork chops), 
fresh vegetables, and coffee* These increases were partially offset by a seasonal 
decline of 5*U percent in fresh fruit prices, and a 1*3 percent drop in poultry prices* 

The rise of U*8 percent in egg prices from August to September 
is not unusual, but the 19*5 percent increase from July to September is larger than 
has occurred in recent years* Primarily as a result of the milk price increases, the 
dairy products group rose 0*8 percent, its fourth consecutive monthly advance* Coffee 
prices rose in lj.2 of the I4.6 cities surveyed, in response to higher costs at wholesale* 

Fruit and vegetable prices declined 1*0 percent on the average* 
Most fresh fruit prices were lower — apples by 10*8 percentj peaches, 16*3 percent} 
and grapes, 2U«U percent* Orange prices rose seasonally and frozen and canned orange 
juice prices also edged up* Most fresh vegetable prices rose although potatoes dropped 
7*2 percent and sweetpotatoes 16*5 percent* Fresh tomato prices increased 17*1 percent 
from the seasonal low in August — reached a month earlier than usual* Other fresh 
vegetables affected by crop damage were celery (up liu2 percent) and lettuce (up 5«6 
percent). 

An increase of U.8 percent in the price of pork chops, which 
followed 2 months of falling prices, led the price rise for meats, poultry, and fish as 
a group* Prices for veal and beef, other than hamburger, also advanced, but poultry 
prices declined* Cereal prices were slightly lower primarily as a result of lower 
prices for flour and ricê  Prices of food eaten away from home continued to edge up 
fractionally* 
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HOUSING Residential rents were unchanged, on the average, but all other 
elements of the housing index advanced between August and September* 

Higher prices were reported for certain housefurnishings — sheets, following the 
traditional white sales in August} living room suites, sofa beds, and blankets. However, 
prices of electric refrigerators and toasters were lower. This month's increase of 
1.1 percent in solid fuels and fuel oil prices was the largest August-to-September change 
since 1950. The rise of 0.3 percent in costs of household operation reflected continued 
advances in prices of dry cleaning and laundry services, and higher rates for domestic 
service. Higher bills for gas and electricity were reported in a number of cities. 
Homeowners1 repair and maintenance costs rose during the month, reflecting higher prices 
for water heaters, kitchen sinks, painting, floor refinishing, and roof repairs. 

OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices rose 1.2 percent between August and September, as 
AND SERVICES fall and winter clothing returned to the market at levels 

substantially higher than last spring's end-of-season sale prices, 
particularly for women's and girls' coats. Prices of men's and boys' fall and winter 
clothing rose slightly. Among apparel items priced throughout the year, higher prices 
were reported for women's rayon dresses and blouses, girls' dresses, men's wool suits 
and slacks, men's street shoes, and women's play shoes. Decreases were reported 
generally for women's nylon slips and girls' orlon sweaters. 

Higher prices for sporting goods were reported following summer 
sales. 

The personal care index continued to advance, as prices of men's 
haircuts were raised in several additional cities. Lower prices for toilet soap and 
cleansing tissues were offset by increases in prices of other toiletries. 

The advance of 0#2 percent in costs of medical care reflected 
continued increases in fees for professional services and a rise in group hospitalization 
rates in one city. 

Higher prices for cigarettes, due in part to increased local taxes, 
and increases in beverage prices resulted in a rise of 0*2 percent for the "other goods 
and services11 category/ 

The transportation index declined 0.1 percent, as further 
concessions were reported by new car dealers, and automobile insurance rates were lower 
in a number of additional cities. Prices of gasoline* auto repair services, and tires 
were somewhat higher* 
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Issued November 22, 1955 

U.S# DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D. C* 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR OCTOBER 1955 

Consumer prices in United States cities averaged the same in 
October as in September 1955* according to the U*S* Department of Laborfs Bureau of 
Labor Statistics * Seasonally lower food prices were counterbalanced — primarily by 
higher transportation and housing costs, but also by slightly higher prices for medical 
care and personal care* Apparel, reading and recreation, and the "other goods and 
services" groups were unchanged, on the average, from their September levels* 

The October Consumer Price Index was 111**? percent of the 19^7-^9 
average, 0*3 percent higher than a year ago, but 0*1* percent below the record high 
reached in October 1953* 

FOOD Family foods cost less in 39 of the 1*6 cities surveyed in October * 
At 110*8, the food index was 0*7 percent lower than in September 

and 0*9 percent below the October 19$k level* 

Substantial decreases in prices of meats (down 1*8 percent), 
poultry (down 7#6 percent), and fresh fruits and vegetables (down 2*6 percent) were 
primarily responsible for the drop. Smaller declines were reported for eggs, fats and 
oils, and cereals* Chocolate bar prices were also lower as many stores began selling 
larger bars at the same price* Costs of restaurant meals continued their persistent 
advance, rising 0*1* percent; the dairy products group advanced 0*9 percent, with 
seasonally higher milk prices j and coffee prices rose 2*1 percent, as higher wholesale 
prices affected the retail level* 

The 2*5 percent drop in the meats, poultry, and fish group 
brought this index to 100*9$ less than 1 percent above its 19U7-U9 average and lower 
than at any time since April 1950* Poultry prices declined in all but 2 of the U6 
cities, showing the effects of increased commercial production of young chickens* 
Heavy marketings of hogs resulted in a 5#1 percent decrease in prices for pork chops 
and smaller decreases for hams (down lu5 percent) and bacon (down 1*1 percent)* Beef 
and veal prices were down slightly* 

Fresh fruits accounted for the bulk of the decline in the fruits 
and vegetables component* Average prices for apples fell from lii to 12 cents a pound, 
continuing the decline begun in July* Prices for most other fresh fruits also were 
lower, except for oranges, which increased 2*5 percent, and grapes, up fractionally* 
Fresh vegetable prices averaged lower, led by lettuce and sweetpotatoes, for which 
prices decreased 18*2 percent and 9*9 percent, respectively* Prices of fresh tomatoes 
advanced 8*6 percent* 

HOUSING The index of housing costs rose 0*3 percent between September and 
October, as residential rents advanced 0*2 percent, and prices 

of most other housing components also increased* The rise of 0*8 percent in house-
furnishings prices reflected a general increase in prices of aluminum s a u c e p a n s , and 
some advances for curtains and sheets* However, prices of refrigerators and toasters 
declined* Anthracite prices advanced 2*1; percent, bituminous coal rose 0*9 percent, 
and prices of fuel oil were up 0*2 percent from September* Household operation costs 
rose for the eighth consecutive month, reflecting increases in telephone service rates 
and dry cleaning prices* Home maintenance and repair costs increased during the month 
as higher prices were reported for water heaters, kitchen sinks, and sink faucets* 
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OTHER COMMODITIES The advance of 1.0 percent in transportation costs resulted 
AND SERVICES primarily from the introduction of 1956 models of certain makes 

of automobiles at higher list prices with smaller concessions 
than those which prevailed at the end of the 19E>5> season. Prices of used cars declined 
1*3 percent during the month and gasoline prices also were slightly lower, as "price 
wars11 in two cities offset slight advances in a few other cities. 

Higher rates for group hospitalization insurance in several cities 
accounted for much of the O.U percent increase in the medical care index. A general 
increase in prices of milk of magnesia was also a contributing factor. Personal care 
costs rose 0.3 percent, as additional cities reported higher rates for menfs haircuts. 
Higher prices for cigarettes reflected increases in tobacco taxes in two cities. 

The apparel index was unchanged on the average, despite small 
increases in shoe prices and some menfs and boys1 seasonal clothing. 
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Issued December 21, 1955 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR NOVEMBER 1955 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose O.l percent between 
October and November 1955* according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. A further decline in food prices was not enough to offset higher prices 
for other major categories of family spending. The largest increases were for transpor-
tation, medical care, and housing. 

The November Consumer Price Index was 115#0 percent of the 19U7-U9 
average, 0.3 percent higher than a year ago and 0.3 percent below the October 1953 peak. 

FOOD The retail food price index, at 109*8, was at its lowest point 
since December 1950, 0.9 percent lower than in October, and 1.2 

percent below the November 195U level. Forty-four of the 1*6 cities surveyed reported 
lower food prices. 

The chief factor in the decrease during the last month was a 
decline of nearly 8 percent for pork. In addition, prices were lower for all other cuts 
of meat, poultry (down 3»3 percent), fresh fruits (down 3.2 percent), and eggs (down 2.? 
percent). Fresh vegetable prices rose 5 percent on the average, and the dairy products 
group rose 0.3 percent, primarily because of several increases in milk prices. 

The index for meats, poultry, and fish fell below the 19U7-U9 
average for the first time since April 1950. As a result of the heavy runs of hogs to 
market, pork chop prices fell in all 1*6 cities from an average of 81 cents a pound in 
October to 73 cents in November, a decrease of 9*9 percent. Bacon prices dropped 8.U 
percent and ham U.8 percent. Of the beef and veal items, round steak showed the greatest 
decrease, 2.6 percent; chuck roast averaged l.U percent lower, and smaller drops were 
reported for other cuts. Ready-to-cook poultry prices fell 3#9 percent. Supplies 
continued large and promised to remain ample into the new year. 

Retail prices of all fruits and vegetables combined increased 
slightly from October to November. An 11.8 percent decrease in oranges, reflecting 
marketing of the Florida crop, led the decline in fresh fruit prices, followed by smaller 
decreases in prices of bananas and apples. These declines were partially offset by sharp 
rises in prices of grapes (up 20.U percent) and grapefruit (up 10.U percent). Ffresh 
vegetable prices jumped 5 percent over the month, as tomato prices, which began to rise 
seasonally in September, increased 21.9 percent, and white potato prices rose 5*5 percent, 
their first increase since the downward trend started in June. 

The index for other foods at home dropped 0.7 percent. There was 
a 2.7 percent decrease in egg prices, reflecting heavy production. Chocolate bar prices 
were cut U percent with the return of larger sixe bars in many stores. Coffee prices 
increased in Ul cities, by an average of 0.7 percent. Restaurant meal prices were 
unchanged from their October level. 
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HOUSING The rise of 0*1 percent in housing costs between October and 
November reflected increases in residential rents, housefurnishings, 

household operation, gas bills, and anthracite coal. However, residential rents were 
only 0.1 percent higher than in October. Prices for home repair and maintenance items 
also rose during the month. Household operation costs were up 0.3 percent, with higher 
rates for laundry and dry cleaning services and some housefurnishings such as sheets, 
drapery fabrics, sewing machines, living room suites, and aluminum saucepans• Lower 
prices were reported for refrigerators, toasters, vacuum cleaners, dinnerware, and wool 
rugs. 
OTHER COMMODITIES New car prices rose again in November, by 6.9 percent, as the 
AND SERVICES changeover to 1956 models was completed. As in October, the new 

models carried higher price tags and lower dealer concessions than 
the last of the 1955 models. Prices of used cars and gasoline were lower than in October. 

Higher rates for group hospitalization insurance in 3 cities were 
largely responsible for the rise of 0.9 percent in the medical care index, although fees 
for professional services continued upward during the month* The advance of 0.U percent 
in costs of personal care reflected increases in costs of men's haircuts in h cities. 

Reading and recreation costs were up 0.1 percent from October, 
as prices of toys and television sets advanced. 

Apparel prices increased 0.1 percent as higher shoe prices more 
than offset the effect of lowered prices of some items of women's and girls9 apparel. 
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Issued January 20, 1956 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR DECEMBER 1955 
AND YEAR-END SUMMARY 

Consumer prices in United States cities fell 0.3 percent between 
November and December 1955, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. Prices of transportation, food, and housing dropped 0.9> 0.3> and 0.1 percent, 
respectively. Costs of medical care and personal care each rose 0.3 percent to offset in 
part the decreases in other portions of urban family living expenses. 

The December Consumer Price Index was Iliu7 (19U7-U9 53 100), 0.3 
percent higher than in December 19$h* 

FOOD At 109.5, the retail food price index was 0.3 percent lower than 
in November, 0.8 percent lower than a year earlier, and at its 

lowest point since December 1950. 

For the second consecutive month, reduced prices of fresh meats 
accounted for the bulk of the decrease. Pork prices continued to drop, as weekly 
marketings of hogs reached their highest point on record, showing a reduction of 5*5 
percent from their November level. A 3*1 percent decrease in poultry prices was an 
important factor, and all other cuts of fresh meat also fell. Other contributing factors 
were a l.U percent drop in coffee prices and a slight decline in fresh milk. 

Fresh fruit and vegetable prices increased 2.5 percent between 
November and December, as most individual items rose, led by Ik to 17 percent increases 
for lettuce, carrots, and cabbage, with smaller advances for potatoes and green beans. 
Apple prices rose 5.1 percent and lemons also increased, but prices of bananas and grape-
fruit fell 3«1 percent and 2.7 percent, respectively. Despite the drop of more than a 
cent a pound for coffee, a I* percent rise in eggs brought the other-food-at-home index 
to 113.7* an increase of 0.5 percent over the month. 

HOUSING Housing costs edged off slightly (0.1 percent), as a 1.1 percent 
decrease in prices of housefurnishings was almost completely offset 

by small increases in residential rents, coal and fuel oil prices, and household operation 
costs. A major part of this decrease reflects price discounts and concessions allowed 
during recent months in the purchase of refrigerators, washing machines, cook stoves, 
and vacuum cleaners. 

OTHER COMMODITIES The decrease of 0.9 percent in the transportation index was the 
AND SERVICES most important factor in the overall index decline. Prices of 

the 1956 model new cars fell 2.U percent between November and 
December, and used car prices declined 3®1 percent. 

Scattered increases in fees for dental care and in prices of 
medicines caused the medical care index to rise, while increased prices for men's hair-
cuts led to the advance in the personal care component. Apparel prices averaged unchanged. 

YEAR-END During 1955 the index fluctuated within the range of llli*2 and 115 »0, 
SUMMARY displaying its greatest stability since monthly pricing of all items 

was initiated in 19U0. This overall stability, however, concealed 
divergent trends in the two main pricing elements. In broad terms, service items increased 
in cost, while commodities, especially foods, declined on the average. 
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The 1955 average was lliw5j 0.3 percent lower than the average for 
195U, primarily because the index was lower during the first six months of 1955 than the 
corresponding period in 195U* Beginning in September, the index was higher each month 
than in the corresponding month of 195b, finishing the year 0.3 percent (0.U index points) 
higher in December 1955 than in December 195U« 

Food was the only major consumption group which decreased over the 
year (December 195U-December 1955)* 0.3 percent. Food purchased for home consumption 
declined 1.2 percent. The meats, poultry, and fish component was responsible for the 
decrease in the food index, falling 7*U percent. At 9U#6 in December 1955* this was the 
only index subgroup substantially below its 19ii7~U9 average. Prices of all types of 
fresh meat dropped, but a decrease of more than 15 percent in prices of pork products 
was largely responsible, as hog marketings were heavy throughout the year. Poultry 
prices, which had fallen nearly 25 percent over the preceding two-year period, rose an 
average of about 1 percent in 1955 • The other important food subgroup indexes rose 
moderately, led by a 2.1 percent increase in the fruits and vegetables index. Egg prices 
rose 28.3 percent, following their marked decline during 195Uj contrariwise, coffee prices 
declined 12.9 percent, despite the temporary advance occasioned by the early autumn 
reports of crop damage, continuing the reaction from the large 195U increases. Restaurant 
meal prices were up 1.5 percent. 

Housing costs edged up 1 percent over the year, as residential rents 
increased 1.3 percent, household operation (heavily dominated by service elements) rose 
2.5 percent, coal and fuel oil advanced 2 percent, and the gas and electricity subgroup 
was up 2.2 percent. These gains were offset in part by a decline of almost 2 percent in 
the housefurnishings index, reflecting reduced retail prices as a number of manufacturers 
abandoned or relaxed efforts to obtain conformity with fair trade laws. 

The apparel index rose 0.U percent, featured by a 2.5 percent 
advance in prices of footwear, reflecting increases at the manufacturing level. The 
other apparel subgroups rose slightly} even so, womenfs and girls1 apparel averaged 
slightly lower than in the 19U7-19U9 base period. 

Although the transportation index ended the year at exactly its 
December 195U level, it proved the most volatile index group during 1955* Between March 
and April the group fell 1.6 percent as both new and used car prices dropped. With the 
introduction of the 1956 models, the group index rose 1 percent between September and 
October and an additional 1.5 percent in the next month. Prices of the new cars rose 
more than 12 percent from September to November, but dropped to their 195U year-end level 
in December. Used car prices continued their 3-year decline, and at yearfs end were 
about 30 percent below their January 1953 level and more than 7 percent lower than the 
prices of cars of comparable ages at the end of 195U» The large changes in automobile 
prices tended to obscure higher costs of public transportation, which increased nearly 
every month. 

The medical care and personal care groups reflected persistent 
advances in price as service elements in the economy continued their efforts to catch up 
with earlier increases in commodity prices. 

Medical care costs rose every month during the year, for a cumula-
tive increase of 3«1 percent, led by higher hospital costs, as fees for professional 
services and prices of medicines also advanced. Advances in prices of menfs haircuts, 
which occurred in more than half of the U6 cities, accounted for most of the 3#8 percent 
increase in personal care costs. 

The indexes for the reading and recreation group and the other 
goods and services component rose 0.2 and 0.6 percent, respectively. 
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Issued February 2k$ 1956 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D# C* 
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR JANUARY 1956 

Consumer prices in United States cities declined 0*1 percent 
between December 1955 and January 1956, according to the U*S* Department of Labor!s 
Bureau of Labor Statistics* Although lower prices for housefurnishings (down 1*1; per-
cent) and food (down 0.3 percent) were the principal cause of the decrease, prices of 
apparel and transportation also declined (0.6 and 0*1+ percent, respectively). Prices 
were higher for all other major categories of family spending* 

The Consumer Price Index for January was III4.6 percent of the 
19U7-U9 average, 0.3 percent higher than a year ago® 
FOOD The retail food price index was 109*2, 1.3 percent lower than a 

year ago, and 0.3 percent below the December 1955 level* This is 
the fourth consecutive monthly decline in food prices. Restaurant meal prices, which 
had been moving up steadily since June 1955, were slightly lower than in December. 

Lower prices for pork, beef, eggs, fresh milk, fats and oils, 
and coffee, all contributed to the decline, but substantial increases for fresh vege-
tables offset most of these reductions. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish decreased as a group for the 
fourth consecutive month, but the rate of decrease — l*h percent — was considerably 
smaller than in the previous months* Costs of pork products dropped 3 percent in response 
to plentiful supplies, with pork chop prices down by 3 percent and bacon prices dropping 
U*3 percent, with reduced prices in all U6 cities surveyed. All other meats, except 
veal cutlets, also were lower. However, frying chicken prices averaged 0*6 percent 
higher; most changes were moderate, with the largest increases reported in the central 
part of the country and the largest decreases in the far west. 

The 1.9 percent drop in egg prices over the month was partly 
seasonal and partly a reaction to the unusual increase between November and December* 
The dairy products index dropped O.U percent, primarily because of a seasonal adjustment 
in fresh milk prices in some cities. Heavy hog slaughtering led to a 3#1 percent 
decline in lard prices, and margarine prices dropped 1*6 percent* Coffee prices 
averaged 0*6 percent lower than in December* 

The 6 percent increase in fresh vegetable prices represented both 
the usual seasonal pattern and the damage to Florida crops of fresh tomatoes and green 
beans caused by freezing weather in early January* Green bean prices jumped 1|3«7 per-
cent over the month, and fresh tomatoes were up 21*3 percent* White potato prices rose 
8*U percent* On the other hand, lettuce prices averaged 19*7 percent lower, and there 
were substantial drops in prices of celery and carrots, down 7«9 and 6*8 percent, 
respectively* Fresh fruit prices were slightly lower on the average (0.3 percent), as 
prices of oranges dropped 5#9 percent and grapefruit prices also declined. Apple prices 
rose 5 percent over the month and banana prices were almost 3 percent higher. 
HOUSING Housing costs declined 0*2 percent between December and January, 

led by the fall of 1*U percent in prices "of housefurnishings• 
Widespread "white sale" prices for sheets, towels, and blankets, as well as reduced 
prices of most electrical appliances were the principal factors in this decrease* Prices 
of other housing components advanced during the month, as costs of household operation 
rose O.h percent, reflecting further advances in charges for dry cleaning, laundry, and 
telephone services. The solid fuels and fuel oil group rose 1*2 percent between December 
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and January. Residential rents continued upward, with a rise of 0#2 percent, influenced 
by decontrol in one large city and minor increases in several cities* Gas bills were 
higher in a number of cities• 
OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices declined 0*6 percent between December and January 
AMD SERVICES as end-of-season sale prices were reported for women fs and girls1 

wool coats, women's wool dresses anci rayon suits, and girls1 wool 
skirts and sweaters• Some sale prices were also reporte for men's wool suits® Prices 
of women's rayon dresses also declined during the mentis However, footwear prices 
continued to advance and in January were 3»2 percent than a year ago* 

The decline of 0#U percent in transportation costs reflected 
larger concessions by dealers for new cars, continued declines in prices of used cars, 
and some reductions in charges for auto repair services# Higher transit fares were 
reported in a few cities# Reading and recreation costs rose 0*5 percent during the 
month as prices of toys and television sets advanced* The medical care index edged up 
0#ij. percent and the personal care group rose 0#f> percent between December and January* 
Widespread increases were reported for toothpaste and face cream* The rise of 0*2 
percent for the other goods and services category was mainly the result of higher taxes 
on cigarettes in a few cities• 

ANNUAL AVERAGE The following table presents a comparison of annual average 
INDEXES indexes for 19&, 19$h, and 1950 for the average of United States 

cities combined® Annual average indexes for the 20 large cities 
for which the Consumer Price Index is published will be available upon request later 
in the year* 

: 
: 

Indexes s 
(19U7-U9 - 100) : Percent < Change 

Group : 
: 1955 195U 

i 

1950 : 
i 9 5 T t ~ r 

1955 v 
1950 to 

All items lll.5 11U.8 102.8 - 0.3 l i . u 

Food 110,9 112.6 101.2 - 1.5 9.6 
Food at home 109.7 111.9 101.2 - 2.0 8.U 
Cereals and bakery products - 123.9 121.9 iolt.5 1.6 18.6 
Meats, poultry, and fish — — 101.6 108.0 10U.9 - 5.9 - 3.1 
Dairy products 105.9 106.1 95.9 - .2 10.U 
Fruits and vegetables 113.5 111.9 97.6 l . U 16.3 
Other foods at home 111,5 11)4.8 101.2 - 2.9 10.2 

Housing — - — 120.0 119.1 106.1 .8 13.1 
130.3 128.5 108.8 l . U 19.8 

Gas and electricity — — - — - — 110.7 107.9 102.7 2.6 7.8 
Solid fuels and fuel oil 125.2 123.5 110.5 l . U 13.3 
Housefurnishings — 10U.1 106.1 100.3 - 1.9 3.8 
Household operation — — — — 119.1 117.li 101.2 l . U 17.7 

Apparel — 103.7 10U.3 98.1 - .6 5.7 
Men's and boys' 105.7 106.8 99.5 - 1.0 6.2 
Women's and girls' — — — — 98.0 98.9 9U.8 - .9 3 . U 
Footwear — — — 117.7 116.ii lOluO 1.1 13.2 
Other apparel — — 90.6 90.7 92.0 - .1 - 1.5 

Transportation 126. U 128.0 111.3 - 1.2 13.6 
Medical care 128.0 125.2 106,0 2.2 20.8 
Personal care 115.3 113.li 101.1 1 . 7 1 U . 0 
Reading and recreation 106.6 107.0 103.1; - .4 3.J-
Other goods and services — — 120.2 120.1 105.2 .1 1 U . 3 
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Issued March 26, 1956 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR FEBRUARY 1956 

The Consumer Price Index for United States cities remained 
unchanged at 114.6 (1947-49=100) between January and February 1956, according to the 
U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. Although prices of most classes 
of consumer goods and services rose, the decline of 0.4 percent in food prices was 
enough to counterbalance the increases. The February index was 0.3 percent higher than 
a year earlier. 

FOOD The retail food price index was 108.8, 1.8 percent lower than a 
year ago, and down 0.4 percent from its January level. This 

marked the fifth consecutive monthly decline, and brought average food prices to their 
lowest point since December 1950* The average cost of restaurant meals was unchanged 
between January and February. 

The chief factor in the decline in costs of food purchased for 
consumption at home was a sharp drop in egg prices. Small decreases were also reported 
for beef, frankfurters, fish, and a few individual items in other categories. The 
declines were partially offset by advances in prices of pork, poultry, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, canned and frozen orange juice, bakery products, and coffee. 

The 12.3 percent decrease in egg prices was larger than the usual 
seasonal decline from January to February, with prices lower in all 46 cities surveyed. 
The decrease in part represents readjustments following the unusual price rise in 
December and the less than normal decline from December to January. 

Beef prices dropped about 2 percent, reflecting ample supplies, 
but prices of pork chops, ham, and poultry rose. Fresh, frozen, and canned fish prices 
declined slightly. 

Higher prices for apples and bananas led the 1.3 percent increase 
for fresh fruits. Costs of frozen and canned orange juice also advanced. Fresh vege-
table prices averaged slightly higher as increases for potatoes (up 5.5 percent) and 
green beans (up 4.9 percent), were almost counterbalanced by substantial decreases in 
carrots, cabbage, and fresh tomatoes, which dropped 10.6 percent^ 14»6 percent, and 2.6 
percent, respectively. 

Prices of bakery products advanced 0.4 percent, led by a fairly 
general rise averaging 2.3 percent for soda crackers. Coffee prices also rose slightly 
in a number of cities. 

HOUSING The rise of 0*1 percent in housing costs between January and 
February resulted primarily from higher prices for housefurnishings, 

as household textiles returned to regular prices after January sales. Prices of dinner-
ware and aluminum saucepans also advanced in several cities, but these increases were 
partially offset by price decreases for living room suites, dinette sets, and vacuum 
cleaners as January sales were carried over into February. Residential rents edged up 
0.1 percent during the month. Household operation costs continued to advance as higher 
rates were reported for laundry and dry cleaning services in some cities. The gas and 
electricity subgroup was unchanged on the average, but prices of anthracite advanced 1.4 
percent and fuel oil prices rose 0.3 percent. 
OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices rose 0.5 percent during the month, as price 
AND SERVICES increases were reported for men's wool suits and cotton socks, 

women's rayon dresses and blouses, girls1 cotton dresses, and 
women's wool and rayon suits. Footwear prices rose 0*7 percent, reflecting increases in 
costs of manufacturing shoes. 
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Transportation costs were up 0.1 percent over January, reflecting 
higher prices for gasoline and automobile repair services. Prices of used cars advanced 
0.6 percent during the month, while new car prices declined 0.8 percent. 

The medical care index rose 0.2 percent during the month and 
personal care was up 0.3 percent, as prices of men's haircuts were raised in one city 
and there were continued increases for toothpaste, face cream, and other toiletries. 
The rise of 0.2 percent in the reading and recreation component was due primarily to 
higher prices for movies and newspapers in a few cities. 

NOTE: This release marks initial publication of two new 
subgroups of the Transportation group - Private Transporta-
tion and Public Transportation. The;/ will be published 
regularly for the national index and for each of 20 large 
cities. The indexes of private transportation are based on 
prices for automotive items - new and used cars, gasoline 
and motor oil, automobile repairs, automobile insurance, 
tires, and state registration (license tag) fees. Public 
transportation is represented by fares on streetcars, 
subways, and urban buses, as well as coach class railroad 
fares. The indexes of public and private transportation 
have behaved dissimilarly since World War II; private 
transportation advanced 4-7.3 percent while the public 
transportation index rose 95.4 percent from 194-6 to 1955. 
Indexes back to 1935 will be available in June. 
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Issued April 25, 1956 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR MARCH 1956 
Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0.1 percent between 

February and March 1956, the first advance since November 1955, the U. S. Department of 
Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics announced today. Prices averaged higher over the 
month for all major categories of family spending except housing and transportation. 
Housing costs remained at their February level and transportation declined. The Consumer 
Price Index for March was 114.7 (1947-49 = 100), 0.3 percent higher than in March 1955. 
FOOD Retail food prices rose 0.2 percent from February to March, following 

a 5-month decline. At 109.0, the food index was 1.6 percent below 
its March 1955 level, primarily because the meats, poultry, and fish component was almost 
10 percent lower. 

Price advances for fresh vegetables led the increase, supplemented 
by higher prices for coffee, fats and oils, and restaurant meals. These increases were 
largely offset by lower costs of fresh meats, milk, and fresh fruits. 

Curtailed supplies, following the early freeze in Florida, and some 
seasonal influences resulted in 4*6 percent higher prices, on the average, for fresh 
vegetables. Prices of tomatoes were up 29*3 percent, potatoes, 4.3 percent, and lettuce 
7.3 percent; however, green bean prices dropped 19.6 percent. Average prices for coffee 
in cans rose more than 3 cents a pound (from 96.2 to 99.4 cents), and coffee in bags cost 
4.1 percent more, reflecting increases in wholesale prices of roasted coffee prior to 
mid-March. A 2,3 percent increase in prices of shortening led the 1 percent rise in the 
fats and oils category. 

Most meat prices declined as supplies continued ample: beef and veal 
products dropped 1.7 percent; pork products, 1.2 percent (although ham was 2.2 percent 
higher); poultry, 0.5 percent; and lamb, 1 percent. The 0.5 percent decrease in milk 
prices and the 0.8 percent drop in prices of fresh fruits were due chiefly to seasonal 
adjustments; bananas were down 3.9 percent and oranges, 0.7 percent. Canned and frozen 
orange juice prices rose, 1.2 and 1.8 percent, respectively. 
HOUSING The housing index remained at its February level of 120.7 percent of 

the 1947-49 average. Prices of housefurnishings advanced 0.6 percent, 
reflecting higher prices for living room and bedroom suites, dinette sets, curtains, and 
towels, which were partially offset by reductions in prices of vacuum cleaners, toasters, 
and other household appliances. The rise of 0.2 percent in household operation costs 
reflected higher rates for water and an increase in domestic service rates in Philadelphia. 
Residential rents edged up 0#1 percent. These increases were counterbalanced by reported 
moderate declines in costs of home-ownership. 
OTHER COMMODITIES Tax changes and increases in rates for services, which typically 
AND SERVICES change in only a few cities in any given month, were important 

factors in the advances of several group indexes. The change in the 
Ohio tax on cigarettes accounted for a large part of the 0.2 percent rise in the "other 
goods and services* component from February to March. The new Pennsylvania sales tax 
affected most groups of commodities (excluding food and apparel items principally). Higher 
group hospitalization rates in Detroit contributed substantially to the 0.4 percent 
increase in medical care costs; the increase in prices of men's haircuts in San Francisco 
played a similar role in the 0.3 percent rise in the personal care index. Most of the 
0*2 percent rise in the reading and recreation group stemmed from higher movie prices in 
several cities. 
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The 0.2 percent advance in the apparel index resulted primarily 

from higher prices for shoes, although prices of some items of men1 s and boys1 clothing 
also rose. Transportation costs dropped 0.2 percent as used car prices fell 2.3 percent, 
but streetcar and bus fares were increased in Baltimore and Minneapolis* 

TABLE A: Consumer Price Index — U.S. and 20 cities, all items and major groups 
1955 Annual averages 
(1947-49 = 100) 1/ 

4 4 t < i i » • » a • « Reading: : Other 4 4 i Trans-: s • « and : goods 
All ! • • 4 4 : porta-:Medical:Personals ; recre-: and 

Citv t items i Food Housing LAmoareli tion : care : care : ation i services 
U.S. city average 114.5 110.9 120.0 103.7 126.4 128.0 115.3 106.6 120.2 
Atlanta 116.3 110.2 125.1 109.6 123.6 124.9 118.4 108.1 121.2 
Baltimore 115.2 111.7 116.6 102.5 136.5 134.7 109.4 115.6 122.9 
Boston- — — - 113.8 109.5 120.9 102.1 134.2 125.4 113.4 107.2 118.5 
Chicago— 117.9 109.1 129.9 105.8 131.5 129.1 117.6 113.5 117.8 
Cincinnati 113.7 112.0 118.0 103.5 122.6 129.0 113.3 99.9 116.3 
Cleveland 115.6 108.9 122.3 103.3 120.3 135.6 118.0 115.3 ! 119.2 
Detroit 116.5 113.2 122.3 102.0 122.2 132.9 123.6 108.5 ! 124.6 
Houston— 115.9 109.9 123.1 106.5 123.4 124.3 121.8 109.3 119.8 
Kansas City 115.7 106.8 121.5 103.0 125.4 136.3 119.3 115.1 i 117.1 
Los Angeles-—— 115.6 111.8 125.7 103.9 124.7 123.3 117.8 96.8 | 115.3 
Minneapolis 116.8 111.6 i 122.1 104.2 116.8 147.0 119.7 117.0 ! 125.9 
New York 112.2 110.8 I 115.7 102.4 128.9 125.9 109.4 104.4 121.0 
Philadelphia 115.5 113.0 j 1U.3 104.9 136.3 135.1 117.9 112.6 i 123.9 
Pittsburgh— 113.8 111.2 | 116.4 102.1 136.9 129.7 116.4 98.4 ! 120.9 
Portland, Oregon- 115.1 110.6 I \ 119.0 106.5 123.9 126.9 114.7 115.9 ! 119.6 
St. Louis- — 116.0 112.3 120.4 103.8 133.3 140.1 116.5 92.1 ! 116.2 
San Francisco—— 115.6 112.9 116.5 103.5 139.5 124.4 110.9 106.8 { 116.1 
Scranton — 111.4 108.3 115.4 106.0 126.5 120.0 119.1 119.5 i 115.7 
Seattle 116.7 112.1 121.3 106.3 127.7 j 132.9 117.6 108.6 127.7 
Washington, D. C. 113.6 111.2 116.6 101.5 129.5 | 119.4 112.6 105.4 : 130.0 

j 

1/ The U. S. average is based on the 46 cities included in the index during 1955. 
These figures are weighted averages of indexes available for given months and published 
in regular monthly reports of the index. 

NOTE* Effective after release of the June 1956 index, the Bureau 
will discontinue publication of the U. S. and city indexes 
for all items on the base 1935-39 = 100. 
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Issued May 24, 1956 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR APRIL 1956 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0.2 percent between 
March and April 1956, chiefly because of an advance of 0.6 percent in food prices, 
according to the U.S. Department of Labor

f

s Bureau of Labor Statistics. Prices of most 
other classes of goods and services also increased during the month. Transportation 
costs declined and apparel prices remained at their March level. The Consumer Price Index 
for April was 114.9 (1947-49=100), 0.6 percent higher than in April 1955. 

FOOD The rise of 0.6 percent in retail food prices followed the usual 
seasonal pattern and brought the index to 109*6 in April. This 

was 1.4 percent belov its April 1955 level. Food purchased for home consumption rose 
0.6 percent over the month, and restaurant meal prices advanced 0.4 percent. 

Four of the five major components of the food at home index 
advanced, with substantial increases in prices of the meats, poultry, and fish group 
(up 1.3 percent) and fruits and vegetables (up 1.7 percent). The dairy products group 
declined 0.5 percent, largely because of continued seasonal declines in prices of fresh 
milk. 

frices of pork chops, ham, and bacon increased 8.4 percent, 2.8 
percent, and 1.9 percent, respectively, reflecting•reduced supplies, accompanied by small 
advances in most other meats. Poultry (down 2 percent) and canned tuna (down 1.9 percent) 
partially offset the rise in prices of meats. 

A 4.1 percent increase in fresh fruit prices was the primary 
factor in the higher fruits and vegetables index, although costs of fresh vegetables 
advanced only 1.1 percent. Fresh strawberries returned to the market at prices substan-
tially above their June 1955 level, and apple prices rose 8.6 percent. White potatoes 
were up 16.7 percent, with the bulk of this increase offset by a decline of 19*9 percent 
in fresh tomato prices, as supplies increased seasonally. 

Both the cereals and bakery products and "other food at home
91 

categories advanced 0.1 percent. A drop of 1.9 percent in egg prices almost counter-
balanced advances for shortening and margarine, which increased 4*1 percent and 2.6 
percent, respectively, and smaller price increases for canned coffee, cola drinks, and 
sugar. 

HOUSING Housing costs rose 0.1 percent between March and April, as higher 
household operation costs and slightly higher rents were partially 

offset by reduced prices for housefurnishings and fuels. 

OTHER COMMODITIES Reading and recreation costs rose 0
#
5 percent, as higher movie 

AND SERVICES admissions for "special features" were reported in several cities. 
Prices of television sets were up slightly. 

Medical care costs continued upward, reflecting increased fees for 
professional services* Higher prices for men's haircuts and toilet goods resulted in 
an increase of 0.3 percent in personal care. 
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Apparel prices remained at their March level* Footwear prices 
advanced for the tenth consecutive months hut these increases vere offset by reductions 
in men's and boys

1

 and women*a and girls
1

 apparel* 

The transportation index declined 0.2 percent
 f
 chiefly because of 

larger concessions on new car prices. Used car prices rose slightly. 

TABLE Bs Consumer Price Index — U.S. and 20 cities, food and food subgroups 
1955 Annual averages 

(1947-49 = 100) J/ 

: Total :Cereals : Meats, : : Fruits : Other 
Total :food at :& bakery:poultry,: Dairy :& vege- tfoods at 

Citv food a heme : products) 'ami f> f
h : 

!products tables • h P M 

U.S. city a v e r a g e — — — 110.9 109.7 123.9 101.6 105.9 113.5 111.5 

Atlanta— — - — — ~ 110.2 108.5 117.4 105.0 108.3 113.1 104.0 
Baltimore — 111.7 110.1 121.9 102.4 108.6 112.4 111.2 
Boston— 109.5 107.9 120.0 99.3 109.3 109.7 106.6 
Chicago — 109.1 107.5 119.1 96.1 105.9 112.4 116.9 
Cincinnati • 112.0 110.9 124.5 102.4 107.8 112.6 116.6 

Cleveland 108.9 107.5 119.8 99.0 100.8 109.1 115.1 
Detroit—— 113.2 111.8 119.6 100.1 105.2 125.9 113.1 
Houston — .— - 109.9 108.7 118.2 99.4 109.1 114.6 109.5 
Kansas City- 106.8 105.1 120.7 96.5 105.3 106.4 104.9 
Los Angeles--• - • — — 111.8 109.3 127.9 101.2 103.0 112.6 110.1 

Minneapolis 111.6 110.8 125.9 97.5 105.8 118.6 119.7 
Sew lark 110.8 109.7 128.5 103.9 104.7 107.5 113.3 
Philadelphia— — 113.0 111.8 121.8 104.4 109.1 116.4 112.0 
Pittsburgh— 111.2 110.5 124.6 98.7 108.4 111.1 120.2 
Portland, Oregon 110.6 109.8 124.2 102.2 104.4 113.9 111.5 

St. Louis — - 112.3 110.0 118.9 101.0 95.8 121.3 119.3 
San Francisco- — . — . — - — 112.9 112.0 130.7 105.9 105.0 117.1 110.3 
Scranton-• • • 108.3 108.0 118.9 100.5 106.6 108.5 109.9 
Seattle — 112.1 111.4 127.7 101.7 108.3 119.0 110.6 
Washington, B . C . — — 111.2 109.6 122.1 99.2 111.0 111.1 111.7 

1/ The U.S. average is based on the 46 cities included in the index during 1955. 
These figures are simple averages of the indexes for the 12 months, published in regular 
monthly reports of the index. 

NOTE: Effective after release of the June 1956 index, the Bureau 
will discontinue publication of the U.S. and city indexes 
for all items on the base 1935-39 = 100. 
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Issued June 26, 1956 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR MAI 1956 
Consumer priees in United States cities rose 0.4 percent between 

April and May 1956, according to the U. S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. An advance of 1.3 percent in food prices was primarily responsible for the 
increase. Prices of all other groups of goods and services either advanced or remained 
at their April levels. The Consumer Price Index for May was 115.4- (1947-49 = 100), 1.1 
percent higher than in May 1955, and equivalent to the previous high set in October 1953. 
FOOD Food prices shoved their sharpest rise for any month since June 1953, 

bringing the food index to 111.0 (1947-49 = 100). The food index 
was, however, still 0.1 percent below the level of May 1955, and 4*8 percent lower than 
the peak of August 1952. 

Prices of food purchased in stores rose 1.5 percent, primarily 
because of higher prices for fresh fruits and vegetables, although prices of all major 
classes of foods rose. Prices of restaurant meals rose 0.2 percent over the month. 

Most fresh fruits and vegetables were higher than in April. The 
more than usual seasonal advances in fresh fruit and vegetable prices reflected adverse 
weather conditions and heavy export demand for potatoes. Over the month prices of 
potatoes were up 19*2 percent, onions 14*4 percent, and green beans 9*0 percent. However, 
prices of tomatoes fell 16.0 percent, and celery and cabbage were slightly lower. Apple 
prices advanced seasonally, 9*8 percent; oranges, 8.7 percent; and bananas, 9*4 percent; 
but prices of fresh strawberries were down 30.3 percent. 

Prices of meats and poultry were higher than a month earlier; prices 
of pork chops rose 5.9 percent, but advances for ham and bacon were smaller; lamb 
increased 9»1 percent. Round steak prices were 1.9 percent higher and smaller increases 
were reported for all other cuts of beef and veal and for poultry. 

Prices of dairy products rose 1.0 percent, contrary to the usual 
seasonal decrease. Fresh milk prices increased 1.4 percent as higher prices were allowed 
under Federal marketing agreements. Butter prices increased 1.5 percent reflecting 
higher support prices. 

The rise of 0.2 percent in prices of cereals and bakery products 
was due mainly to higher prices for flour and soda crackers* 

In the "other foods at home" category, higher prices for hydrogenated 
shortening, lard, margarine, and coffee offset a reduction of 1.5 percent in egg prices. 
HOUSING Residential rents advanced 0.4 percent, with average increases 

reported in 22 of the 36 cities surveyed. The household operation 
group index increased 0.2 percent, primarily because of higher water rates in some 
cities. Prices of anthracite and bituminous coal declined seasonally. Housefurnishings 
prices were slightly lower, on the average, 'as May white sale prices and further reduc-
tions for appliances were partially offset by advances in prices of dinnervare, ranges, 
and some furniture items. 
OTHER COMMODITIES A substantial increase in prices of used cars and the nationwide 
AND SERVICES increase in railroad fares, effective May 1 were the important 

factors in the transportation group index advance of 0.4 percent. 
New car prices declined 0.4 percent. Sale prices on tires were reported in many cities. 
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The medical care index rose 0*2 percent; the personal care and 

"other goods and services19 groups were up 0.1 percent; while apparel and reading and 
recreation remained at their April levels. 

TABLE C: Consumer Price Index — U.S. and 20 cities, housing and housing subgroups 
1955 Annual averages 
(1947-49 = 100) 

: s i Gas and s Solid : House- : 
: Total : : electri- :fuels and : furnish- :Household 

City J housing Rent city fuel oil ines toceration 
U.S. city average- 120.0 130.3 110.7 125.2 104.1 119.1 
A t l a n t a — — — — 125.1 133.5 118.0 118.4 107.5 130.1 
Baltimore———— 116.6 125.9 99.9 124.6 98.2 112.2 
Boston————-— 120.9 124.3 111.0 126.1 105.3 117.6 
Chicago 129.9 150.7 109.8 128.1 106.3 122.7 
Cincinnati 118.0 132.2 119.1 128.5 98.8 124.6 
Cleveland 122.3 144.2 108.9 123.8 101.8 113.5 
Detroit 122.3 141.1 110.5 119.7 107.3 112.5 
Houston — 123.1 138.1 106.8 — 100.6 127.3 
Kansas C i t y — — — 121.5 138.3 120.9 114.2 102.5 124.6 
Los Angeles——— 125.7 139.5 115.3 — 105.3 119.3 
Minneapolis— 122.1 141.6 119.1 117.5 101.2 120.1 
New York 115.7 118.0 109.0 127.4 104.3 119.3 
Philadelphia 114.3 116.5 102.2 121.0 105.6 114.8 
Pittsburgh 116.4 124.5 122.2 117.2 103.2 119.7 
Portland, Oregon— 119.0 130.4 107.8 130.6 104.9 112.6 
St. Louis 120.4 136.5 103.8 138.2 102.1 121.3 
San Francisco 116.5 132.3 135.0 — 104.0 109.9 
Scranton 115.4 123.9 118.7 128.9 99.6 109.8 
Seattle——— 121.3 137.4 88.7 130.0 103.9 114.6 
Washington, D.C.— 116.6 123.5 121.3 132.9 103.2 120.1 

NOTE: Effective after release of the June 1956 index, the Bureau 
will discontinue publication of the U. S. and city indexes 
for all items on the base 1935-39 = 100. 
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Issued July 24, 1956 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR JUNE 1956 

Consumer prices in United States cities, advancing 0.7 percent 
above the May level, reached a new high in June, according to the U.S. Department of 
Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. An average increase of 2.0 percent in food prices, 
partly seasonal, was primarily responsible for the rise. Continued small advances for 
housing, medical and personal care, and "other goods and services

11

 also contributed to 
the increase. Apparel prices were unchanged on the average and prices of transportation 
and reading and recreation items declined. 

The Consumer Price Index for June, at 116.2 percent of the 1947-49 
average, was 1.6 percent higher than a year earlier. 

FOOD The advance in food prices, the largest monthly increase since 
January 1951, brought the food index for June to 113.2, 1.7 per-

cent higher than a year ago, but still 2.9 percent below the August 1952 peak. Food 
prices increased in all of the 46 cities surveyed. 

Prices averaged higher for 65 of the 78 food items priced, with 
fresh fruits and vegetables and pork accounting for most of the increase. The average 
price of potatoes rose from 80 cents to 92 cents for a 10-pound bag, reflecting 
unfavorable growing conditions along the East Coast. Tomatoes at 33 cents a pound 
averaged 5 cents higher than in May, and onions at 12.5 cents a pound were at their 
highest level since March 1953* Oranges averaged 60 cents a[dozen in June, up 5£ cents 
over the month* Apples were 9.2 percent above their May price. 

Decreased supplies brought greater than usual seasonal increases 
in prices of pork. Chops averaged 9 cents a pound higher than in May and ham and bacon 
prices rose about 2£ cents a pound. Beef and veal prices also increased during the 
month, but were still 4 percent lower than a year ago. Coffee prices increased 1.7 
percent. 

Prices of frying chickens declined 1.7 percent, and egg prices 
decreased contraseasonally by the same amount. 

HOUSING The rise in the housing index reflected increases in all of its 
components except gas and electricity. Residential rents continued 

to advance slightly, with average increases reported in 21 of the 35 cities surveyed 
in June. Housefurnishings prices increased 0.2 percent, as some textile items returned 
to regular prices following May sales, and prices of furniture rose slightly. Lower 
prices were recorded for ranges and refrigerators. The advance in the household 
operation group reflected generally higher prices for laundry soap and detergents and 
continued increases for laundry and dry cleaning services. Solid fuels and fuel oil 
rose 0.4 percent on the average. 

OTHER COMMODITIES Prices of commodities other than foods were relatively stable. 
AND SERVICES Apparel prices were unchanged on the average for the third 

successive month, higher prices for men's and boys
1

 wear and 
footwear offsetting further reductions in prices of women's and girls

1

 apparel. New 
and used car prices were down about 1 percent, and small price changes were reported 
for tires, gasoline, and motor oil. Prices of sporting goods and toys averaged 1.5 
percent lower. 
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On the other hand, higher rates were reported for hospital and 
other medical care, barber and beauty shop services, auto repairs, and other consumer 
services generally. 

NOTICE: As a result of an incorrect price reported for new 
automobiles in Los Angeles, it has been necessary 
to make the following revisions of indexes published 
for May 1956: 

Reyjgefl Inflê  
GfOUP Apgqleg U

t
S

t
 Ave^ag? 

(19A7-A9=100) 

All Items 116.9 * 
Transportation 125.6 127.1 
Private Transportation 121.2 117.1 

(19?S-?9=10P) 

All Items 195*3 * 

* No change. 
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Released August 2h, 1956 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D. C* 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOB JULY 1956 

Consumer prices in United States cities advanced 0.7 percent 
between June and July 1956, according to the U. S* Department of Labor

1

 s Bureau of 
Labor Statistics* Although seasonally higher prices of foods were an important 
factor in the increase, prices of all other major classes of goods and services 
also advanced. 

The Consumer Price Index for July was 117.0 percent of the 
19U7-U9 average; 2*0 percent higher than a year ago. 

FOOD Food prices continued to increase seasonally on the average
# 

Higher average prices for fresh produce, meats, dairy products, 
eggs, and other foods advanced the food index to H)u8 percent of the 19U7-U9 level, 
2.1* percent higher than July 1955* but still 1.5 percent below the August 1952 peak. 

The index for fruits and vegetables increased 2*9 percent from 
June to July, a much lower rate than that recorded in the two previous months* Higher 
prices for potatoes and onions, which continued to reflect the effects of the un-
favorable spring weather, were partly offset by seasonally lower prices for green 
beans, tomatoes, lettuce, and other vegetables* Price reductions far watermelons, 
bananas, and other fruits counteracted seme of the effect of continuing price in-
creases for apples and oranges. 

Prices of frying chickens were up 5*0 percent and all cuts 
of beef were moderately higher* Bacon prices advanced 3.3 percent to an average 
of 58-1/2 cents a pound, but prices of ham, pork chops, and lamb declined* 

The average rise of 0*9 percent in prices of dairy products 
resulted primarily from a seasonal advance of l*lj. percent in fresh milk prices. 
Egg prices, reflecting the usual summer decrease in production, rose 3*2 percent 
to an average of 58 cents a dozen. 

Coffee at $1*05 a pound was 3 cents higher than in June, and 
bread prices at an average of 18 cents for a pound loaf were about 1 percent higher. 

HOUSING The housing index continued upward as residential rents rose 
0*5 percent, with increases in all of the 13 large and medium-

sized cities surveyed. Lower rents were reported in some small cities* Bituminous 
coal and anthracite were higher than in June. Higher prices were reported for laun-
dry soap and detergents. Group indexes for housefurnishings and gas and electricity 
were unchanged. 

"OBSERVE NATIONAL CIVIL DEFENSE WEEK, SEPTEMBER 9-15, 1956*" 
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OTHER COMMODITIES The recent advances in consumer prices above the narrow range 
AND SERVICES within which they have fluctuated during the past three years 

reflect, in addition to greater-than-usual seasonal increases 
in food prices, a continuation of the long-term upward trend in prices of services. 
In July, higher rates were reported for group hospitalization insurance, hospital 
and other medical care, and personal services. 

The advance of 0.7 percent in transportation resulted from 
higher prices for used cars and for gasoline and tires, reflecting increased Fed-
eral taxes on the latter two items. New car prices declined slightly. 

Apparel prices turned upward for the first time since March 
1956. Prices were higher for all types of shoes, men's year-round suits, work 
trousers, and boys

1

 dungarees. Sale prices were reported for women's cotton dresses 
and men

f

s tropical suits• 
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Released September 21, 1956 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25 > D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR AUGUST 1956 

The level of consumer prices in United States cities declined 0*2 
percent between July and August 1956, according to the U.S. Department of labor's Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. Sharp seasonal decreases in prices of fresh fruits and vegetables 
from record high levels of July offset higher prices for other foods and major groups of 
goods and services. 

The Consumer Price Index for August was 116.8 percent of the 1947-49 
average, 2.0 percent above a year ago. 

FOOD Food prices dropped 1.5 percent on the average as a result of the 
sharp reductions in prices of fresh produce# Prices of all other 

classes of foods advanced over the month. The August food index, at 113.1, was 1.7 
percent higher than a year earlier but 3*0 percent below the August 1952 peak. 

Fruit and vegetable prices were lower in all of the 46 cities 
surveyed. Average decreases ranged from 3*2 to 16.8 percent. 

Prices of fresh vegetables decreased 21.9 percent on the average 
as supplies became more plentiful. Potato prices dropped 33 percent from their record 
high levels of July and by mid-August were selling at an average of 78 cents for 10 
pounds. Prices of tomatoes declined 28 percent, green beans 20 percent, and onions 14 
percent. Fresh fruit prices averaged 9*2 percent lower than in July as substantial 
seasonal reductions were reported for apples, grapes, watermelons, peaches, and other 
fruits. 

Increases in prices of beef, veal, and some pork cuts advanced the 
meat index 1.5 percent. Round steak, at an average of 92 cents a pound, was up 4*3 
percent; chuck roast rose 6.5 percent, to an average of 49 cents a pound; and bacon 
prices increased 1.6 percent, but pork chop prices declined 0.7 percent. Prices of 
poultry were down 3#9 percent, reflecting increased supplies of young chickens. 

Small seasonal advances were recorded for all dairy products. Eggs 
rose 3*7 percent to an average of 60 cents a dozen, and coffee advanced to #1.06 for a 
pound can. Higher bread prices reported in many cities advanced the cereals and bakery 
products index by 0.4 percent. 

HOUSING The housing index advanced 0.3 percent from July to August. Prices 
of anthracite and bituminous coal were up 1.6 and 0.9 percent, 

respectively, and gas bills rose somewhat less than 1 percent. Housefumishings prices 
declined on the average as textile items were reduced for the usual August white sales, 
and lower prices of household appliances were reported* The index of residential rents 
remained at its July level. 
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OTHER COMMODITIES A greater than usual seasonal increase in prices of used cars was 
AND SERVICES the principal factor in the rise of 0*6 percent for transportation* 

New car prices also advanced, and higher prices of gasoline and 
motor oil were reported* 

Apparel prices9 up 0*2 percent over the month, were still 3*5 
percent below their September 1951 peak* Host of the increase in the apparel group 
during August was due primarily to continued advances in prices of footwear* 

Medical care and other consumer services continued their long-term 
upward trend* 

Labor B.C. BLS57-8UU 
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Released October 25, 1956 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR SEPTEMBER 1956 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0.3 percent between 
August and September 1956, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics* Prices were higher for all major groups of goods and services except food, 
which remained at the August level. The Consumer Price Index for September was 117.1 
(1947-49=100), 0.1 percent above its previous peak of July 1956, and 1.9 percent higher 
than a year ago. 

FOOD Prices of major classes of foods in general reflected usual seasonal 
movements. Greater than average seasonal declines in prices of fresh 

vegetables offset advances in prices of other classes of food. The September food index 
at 113.1 (1947-49=100) was 1.3 percent above a year ago but 3«0 percent below the August 
1952 peak. 

Fresh vegetable prices averaged 16.3 percent lower. Potatoes fell 
26 percent to an average of 58 cents for 10 pounds, compared with $1.16 in July. Prices 
of most other fresh vegetables also were lower, with onions down 34 percent, tomatoes 23 
percent, and sweetpotatoes 14 percent; but prices of lettuce and green beans advanced. 
Fresh fruit prices increased 0.4 percent as higher prices for oranges, bananas, and 
lemons offset reductions in prices of apples and grapes. 

The rise of 1.4 percent in the meats, poultry, and fish group 
reflected higher prices for all cuts of meat except ham, while poultry prices declined. 
Round steak prices rose 5«1 percent to an average of 97 cents a pound, chuck roast was 
up 8.0 percent, pork chops 3*1 percent, and bacon 1.7 percent. Prices of frying chickens 
decreased 3«3 percent. 

Egg prices rose 3.9 percent and coffee was up 2.6 percent. Dairy 
products advanced 0.5 percent, due mostly to increases in prices of fresh milk. The 
rise of 0.2 percent in cereals and bakery products resulted from slight advances in 
prices of bread. 

HOUSING The advance of 0.2 percent in the housing index was the result of 
a general increase in all its components. Rents averaged higher in 

most of the cities surveyed in September. Prices of household textiles advanced *as 
regular prices were again in effect following customary August white sales, and increases 
were reported for many items of furniture and housewares. New models of some major 
household appliances were introduced at higher prices, while prices of other items were 
reduced in anticipation of model changes. The household operation index responded to the 
continued upward trend in prices for laundry and dry cleaning services and for laundry 
soaps and detergents. Prices of most home maintenance and repair items were higher than 
a month ago. Bituminous coal prices rose seasonally. 

APPAREL The increase in apparel prices between August and September reflected 
advances in prices of fall and winter clothing from their seasonal 

lows of last winter. Womenfs and girls1 coats were substantially higher and men's 
topcoats also advanced. Higher prices were reported for menfs year round suits, trousers, 
and work clothing, and women's rayon dresses. The footwear index continued to advance. 
Apparel prices in September were still 2.6 percent below their September 1951 peak, but 
were at their highest level since February 1952. 
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OTHER COMMODITIES Higher rates for group hospitalization insurance and increases in 
AND SERVICES hospital rates were the main factors in the advance of 0.5 percent 

for medical care. 

The reading and recreation group rose 0.5 percent, due mainly to 
higher prices for toys and sporting goods. Prices of television sets advanced as most 
new models were introduced with higher price tags. 

The transportation group index was up 0.1 percent. Reductions in 
prices of new 1956 model automobiles were offset by higher prices for used cars, tires, 
and auto repair services. 
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Released November 26, 1956 
U.S. DEPARTMENT CF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR OCTOBER 1956 

Consumer prices in United States cities advanced 0.5 percent 
between September and October 1956, according to the U. S. Department of Labor's Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, The Consumer Price Index for October, at a record level of 117.7 
(1947-49=100), was 2.4 percent higher than a year ago. Food prices remained unchanged 
on the average, but prices of all other major groups of goods and services advanced. 
A sharp rise in average prices for automobiles, as some 1957 models were introduced, was 
the principal factor in the increase. 
FOOD The food index, at 113.1 percent of the 1947-49 average, was 

unchanged for the third consecutive month, reflecting a balance 
of divergent seasonal price movements in major classes of foods and of varied price 
changes among cities. Food prices in October were 2.1 percent higher than a year ago, 
but 3.0 percent below the August 1952 peak. 

Prices of fruits and vegetables declined 0.8 percent on the 
average, as prices of fresh produce followed seasonal ratterns. Price reductions were 
reported for apples (13 percent), potatoes (10 percent;, and onions (16 percent), and 
higher prices were reported for tomatoes (26 percent), lettuce (13 percent), and green 
beans (18 percent). Over-the-month changes in prices of other fresh produce and for 
canned, frozen, and dried fruits and vegetables were small and varied. 

Lower prices for pork and poultry offset somewhat higher prices 
for beef and veal in the meats, poultry, and fish group. Prices of pork chops and ham 
were about 3 percent lower and poultry prices fell at about the same rate, while chuck 
roast, rib roast, and hamburger increased from 1 to 2 percent over the month. 

The dairy products group advanced less than 1 percent, with higher 
average prices reported for milk and butter. Prices of eggs and coffee also increased 
about 1 percent and scattered price increases were reported for bread. 
HOUSING The housing index continued to move upward as prices of fuel, 

housefurnishings, and household operation advanced. Residential 
rents remained at their September levelj bills for electricity declined slightly on 
the average. 

Higher prices were reported for wool floor coverings, innerspring 
mattresses, metal dinette sets, and washing machines* Anticipation of the introduction 
of new models was reflected in lower prices for refrigerators. The increase in house-
hold operation resulted from higher rates for such services as laundrŷ  dry cleaning, 
and domestic help. 
OTHER COMMODITIES The transportation index reflected higher prices for most items 
AND SERVICES of automobile purchase and operation. The increase in new car 

prices was the result of both higher list prices for 1957 models 
and lower dealers' discounts than were offered at the end of the 1956 model year* Used 
car prices also rose substantially and smaller increases were reported for gasoline, 
tires, and auto repairs. Public transportation was unchanged on the average. 
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Apparel prices rose 0*3 percent primarily because of higher 
prices for women1s wool coats, suits, and dresses, and girls1 wool coats* 

Minor increases in other groups of goods and services reflected 
scattered advances for medical and personal care services* Television sets and repairs 
were generally higher* 

s m s & i 

July 1956 Rent and Housing group indexes for 
Kansas City have been revised as follows: 

Revised Index 
Group (1947-49=100) 
Rent 139*3 
Housing 122*7 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

October 1956



Released December 21, 1956 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER FRIGE INDEX FCR NOVEMBER 1956 

The Consumer Price Index for United States cities increased 0.1 
percent between October and November 1956 to reach a new high at 117#8 percent of the 
1947-49 average, according to the U. S. Department of Labor

1

s Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Seasonal reductions in food prices were offset by further advances in all other major 
groups of goods and services* The November index was 2*4 percent above a year ago. 

FOOD The decline of 0.2 percent in the food index reflected seasonal 
changes in prices of major food groups* The food index for 

November was 112.9 (1947-49=100), 2*8 percent higher than a year ago, but 3*2 percent 
below the August 1952 peak* 

Prices of all cuts of pork, beef, and veal decreased seasonally 
during the month, with reductions of 6.7 percent for pork chops, 3#3 percent for round 
steak, and 1.6 percent for bacon; poultry prices declined 2.1 percent. Prices of lamb, 
frankfurters, and canned luncheon meat rose slightly. 

Fruit and vegetable prices increased 1*7 percent on the average. 
Prices of lettuce rose 33*8 percent, tomatoes 26.3 percent, and green beans and celery 
8.6 percent. Orange prices dropped 13«8 percent as the new Florida crop became avail-
able, but prices of other fresh fruits advanced. Prices of canned, dried, and frozen 
fruits and vegetables declined moderately. 

The dairy products index increase of 0.4 percent reflected 
seasonal advances in prices of fresh milk and small price increases for butter and 
ice cream. Egg prices decreased seasonally. 

Cereals and bakery products rose 0.2 percent, with small 
increases reported for most items in the group. 

HOUSING The rise of 0.2 percent in the housing index resulted from 
increases in all its components except gas and electricity. 

Residential rents advanced 0.3 percent. Solid fuels and fuel oil prices increased 1.1 
percent on the average, advancing well above the record high levels of recent months. 
Higher rates for dry cleaning and laundry services were mainly responsible for the 
increase in the cost of household operation, although prices of laundry soaps and deter-
gents also advanced. Housefurnishings prices increased 0.2 percent, as price advances 
were reported for living room suites, dinette sets, wool rugs, mattresses, washing 
machines, and household paper; prices of some appliances were lower. 

OTHER COMMODITIES New automobile prices advanced an additional 1.8 percent following 
AND SERVICES the large price increase recorded in October. Higher prices for 

1957 model cars, reported for the first time by some dealers, 
were offset in part by larger dealers

1

 discounts on 1957 cars offered in the second month 
of the model year. Gasoline prices averaged lower during the month. 
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The reading and recreation index rose 0*5 percent, due chiefly 
to higher rates for movie admissions and to price increases for television sets. Prices 
of newspapers also advanced in a few cities. 

Higher prices were recorded for toixetries and beauty shop 
services. The medical care index reflected continued advances in fees for professional 
services and for prescriptions and drugs• 
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Released January 25, 1957 

U.S. DEPARTMENT CF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR DECEMBER 1956 
AND TEAR-END SUMMARY 

Consumer priees in United States cities advanced 0*2 percent 
between November and December 1956, according to the U. S. Department of Labor's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics* Higher housing costs were chiefly responsible for the 
increase* Prices of food and apparel were unchanged on the average, while transporta-
tion costs declined slightly. The December Consumer Price Index reached a new high of 
118.0 (1947-49=100), 2#9 percent above a year ago. 

FOCp The food index remained at 112.9 percent of the 1947-49 average, 
3.1 percent higher than a year earlier, but 3#2 percent below 

the August 1952 peak. Between November and December food prices generally reflected 
their usual seasonal movement, with increases reported for fresh vegetables and decreases 
for beef and eggs. 

Prices of fresh tomatoes rose 29*9 percent and green beans were up 
17.2 percent as unfavorable weather conditions retarded or damaged Florida crops. Most 
other fresh vegetables were also higher, but lettuce prices dropped 13*3 percent. Prices 
of fresh fruit were down 0.2 percent as seasonally lower prices for oranges and grape-
fruit offset higher prices for apples. The index for frozen and canned fruits and 
vegetables declined, due primarily to lower prices for orange juice. 

Prices of all cuts of beef declined in response to large supplies: 
round steak, 3*8 percent; chuck roast, 3.3 percent; rib roast, 2.7 percent; and hambur-
ger, 1.0 percent. Pork prices advanced 0.4 percent on the average, with higher prices 
for bacon and ham more than offsetting a decline of 2.0 percent for pork chops. 

Egg prices decreased 4*4 percent to an average of 58 cents a 
dozen. Lower prices for coffee were reported for the first time since January 1956. 

HOUSING All components of the housing index advanced. Rent increases 
were reported in most cities surveyed and home maintenance and 

repair costs continued to advance. Prices of anthracite coal rose over 5 percent and 
fuel oil prices were up 1 percent. Bills for gas and electricity averaged 0.2 percent 
higher. Increased prices for wool carpeting, mattresses, kitchenware, and some appli-
ances were reflected in an advance of 0.3 percent in the housefurnishings index. 
Charges for laundry, dry cleaning, and domestic service continued to increase. 

OTHER COMMODITIES The reading and recreation index rose 0.3 percent, due primarily 
AND SERVICES to higher charges for movie admissions. Prices of television sets 

and repair services also advanced. Rates for group hospitalisation 
insurance, and hospital and other medical care services continued upward. Higher prices 
were recorded for men's haircuts and some cosmetics and toiletries* 

Moderately lower prices for new and used cars, and for gasoline 
(due to competitive price cutting in widely, scattered cities) more than offset advances 
for automobile repair services and tires, resulting in a decline of 0.2 percent for 
private transportation. The public transportation index, however, rose 0.4 percent as 
transit fares were increased in Kansas City* 
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YEAR-END In the early months of 1956, consumer prices continued to show 
SUMMARY the stability which had characterised their movement for the past 

two years* Prices of food and other commodities generally 
declined during this 2-year period, while rents and other consumer services continued 
their long upward movement* In March 1956, however, food prices reversed their trend 
and by July had advanced 5*5 percent as the usual seasonal rise in prices of fresh 
fruits and vegetables was accentuated by unfavorable growing weather in this country and 
heavy demand for exports stimulated by severe European crop damage* Reflecting this 
increase in food prices and the continuing advance in the costs of services the Consumer 
Price Index rose 2*1 percent between February and July to reach new record high levels* 
In August, food prices dropped 1*5 percent as supplies of fresh produce improved and 
the food index thereafter remained virtually unchanged through December* 

During the latter part of 1956, after food prices had leveled off, 
prices of all other major groups of goods and services rose every month almost without 
exception* In September the most important upward pressure was in the apparel group as 
fall and winter clothing came back on the market at prices substantially higher than at 
the end of the previous season* In October and November, new model automobiles were 
introduced at higher cost to the consumer and at the end of the year were 6*5 percent 
higher than a year earlier* 

At the year1s end the Consumer Price Index was 2*9 percent higher 
than in December 1955* Food prices had advanced 3*1 percent; housing, 2*2 percent} 
apparel, 2*2 percent; transportation, 4*6 percent; medical care, 3*5 percent; personal 
care, 3*3 percent; reading and recreation, 2*3 percent; and other goods and services, 
2*2 percent* 
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Released February 21, 1957 

U.S. DEPARTMENT CF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR JANUARY 1957 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0.2 percent between 
December 1956 and January 1957, according to the U. S

#
 Department of Labor

1

 s Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. Lower prices for food and apparel were more than offset by increased 
prices for all other major groups of goods and services. This was the fifth consecutive 
month in which the Consumer Price Index advanced to a new high level. The January index 
was 118.2 percent of the 1947-49 average and 3.1 percent higher than a year ago* 

FOOD The January food index declined fractionally to 112.8 (1947-49=100), 
3.3 percent higher than a year ago, but still 3.3 percent below the 

August 1952 peak. 

An average decrease of 8.1 percent in egg prices reflected increased 
supplies in all cities. Prices of fruits and vegetables averaged 0.4 percent lower, 
principally because of seasonally reduced prices for oranges (down 3*7 percent), lettuce 
(down 11.2 percent), and tomatoes (down 7.4 percent). Prices of frozen, canned, and 
dried fruits and vegetables also declined. Partially offsetting these reductions were 
price advances of 5.0 percent for potatoes, 15#7 percent for celery, 2.3 percent for 
apples, and 12.4 percent for cabbage. 

A rise of 1.0 percent in the meats, poultry, and fish group, the 
first increase since September 1956, resulted chiefly because of an advance of 3*0 
percent in pork prices. Bacon advanced 5.0 percent, pork chops 2.6 percent, and ham 
1.2 percent. Beef and lamb prices were lower in January, but most other items in the 
group advanced. 

The price of bread increased in 16 of the 46 cities surveyed* 

HOUSING Residential rents averaged unchanged over the month and house-
furnishings prices declined 0.1 percem as January white sales of 

household textiles more than offset higher prices of floor coverings and new models of 
some appliances. All other housing components increased. Coal and fuel oil prices 
were higher in most cities surveyed, advancing 2.1 percent on the average, and gas bills 
also rose slightly. Higher rates for telephone service were reported and there were 
continued increases in the prices of laundry and dry cleaning. 

APPAREL The decrease of 0.6 percent in apparel prices reflected end-of-
season clearance sales of fall and winter clothing. Women

1

 s wool 
coats were substantially lower and smaller reductions were reported for women's wool 
suits and dresses and rayon skirts, and girls' coats. Prices were also lower for men's 
wool trousers and men's and boys' rayon jackets. Prices of men's business shirts and 
boys' suits advanced. 

OTHER COMMODITIES Higher automobile insurance rates and higher prices for used cars 
AND SERVTHflS and gasoline more than offset reductions in prices of new auto-

mobiles. Railroad fares were increased in the Western states. 

The medical care index rose 0.4 percent as costs of hospital 
services advanced and there were scattered reports of higher fees for other professional 
medical services. 
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Released March 22, 1957 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR FEBRUARY 1957 

Consumer prices in United States cities advanced 0.4 percent 
between January and February, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, reaching a new high. Higher prices of food and housing accounted for 
most of the increase, although advances were recorded for all other major groups of goods 
and services except apparel. The Consumer Price Index for February was 118*7 
(1947-4-9=100), 3*6 percent higher than a year ago. 

FOOD Food prices advanced 0.7 percent on the average, the largest 
monthly increase since last July. Higher prices for pork and 

poultry were the principal factors in the rise during the month. The February food index 
at 113.6 was percent higher than a year earlier, but still 2.6 percent below the 
August 1952 peak. 

Prices of all cuts of pork were up as hog marketings declined 
seasonally from levels which were well below those of 1956. Bacon prices rose 7*7 per-
cent to an average of 69 cents a pound with higher quotations reported in all U6 cities 
surveyed. Pork chops advanced 3»o percent to an average of 83 cents a pound. Beef and 
veal prices were unchanged on the average, with reductions for rib roast and round steak 
offsetting higher prices for other cuts. Prices of frying chickens were 5»3 percent 
higher than in January. 

All items except rice in the cereals and bakery products group 
advanced in price • Bread prices increased to a national average of 18£ cents a pound 
loaf. 

Fresh vegetables declined 2.0 percent on the average; prices of 
tomatoes and lettuce decreased by 12.7 percent and 9»1 percent respectively; prices of 
green beans rose 13.5 percent and onions were up 12.0 percent. Prices of fresh fruits 
averaged 1.3 percent higher over the month with apples up J+.3 percent and oranges 0.9 
percent. Prices of processed fruits and vegetables declined, due largely to lower 
prices for canned and frozen orange juice. 

Slightly lower prices were reported for fresh milk, butter, ice 
cream, and coffee. Prices were higher for shortening, margarine, sugar, soft drinks, 
and canned soup. 

HCXJSING The housing index rose 0.6 percent over the month. Rent was 
unchanged on the average. The increase of 1.0 percent in prices 

of housefurnishings was the largest advance in this group since February 1951} house-
hold textiles returned to regular prices following January sales and higher prices were 
reported for some new models of appliances, wool rugs, and some furniture. The cost of 
home maintenance continued upward, with higher prices for water heaters, sink faucets, 
paint, and some repair services* 

OTHER COMMODITIES The cost of operating an automobile rose in February as gasoline 
AND SERVICES and motor oil prices increased; auto insurance rates advanced 

sharply in several states; and prices of tires and repair services 
were higher. However, purchase prices of both new and used cars declined. The advance 
in public transportation costs reflected increased railroad fares in eastern and southern 
state8• 
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The personal care index was up 0*4 percent as men's haircuts 
continued to advance in some cities, and higher prices were recorded for toilet goods* 

The only major group of goods and services to show a decrease was 
apparel• Prices were lover for women's nylon hose and rayon dresses, men's topcoats, 
and boys1 shirts; prices of menfs suits and women's spring coats were higher. 

Consumer Price Index:—United States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

Indexes (19A7-A9 = 100) 
Feb. Jan. Dec. Feb. June Tear 

Group 1957 1957 1956 1956 1950 1939 Group 
This last 2 months Ust Pre- Pre-Vorld 

month afo vear Korea War II 
A n i t e m s 118.7 118.2 118.0 114.6 101.8 59.4 
All items less food— 121.5 121.0 120.8 117.6 103.0 69.1 
All items less shelter 116.4 115.9 115.7 112.2 100.7 55.4 
All commodities 112.0 111.6 111.5 108.0 100.3 51.6 
All commodities less food- 110.9 110.7 110.6 107.4 99.4 59.4 

All services and shelter 135.2 134.5 134.0 130.9 107.9 80.4 
All services less shelter- 138.2 137.6 136.9 133.7 107.0 73.5 

Percent change to February 1957 from — 
Jan. Dec. Feb. June Year 
1957 1956 1956 1950 1939 

All items—— — 0.4 0.6 3.6 16.6 99.8 
All items less food- — - .4 .6 3.3 18.0 75.8 
All items less shelter— .4 .6 3.7 15.6 110.1 
All ccmmoditie s .4 .4 3.7 11.7 117.1 
All commodities less food- .2 .3 3.3 11.6 86.7 

All services and shelter- - - — .5 .9 3.3 25.3 68.2 
All services less shelter— .4 .9 3.4 29.2 88.0 
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Released April 23, 1957 

U*S. DEPARTMENT CF LABOR 
Bureau of labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D« C* 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR MARCH 1957 

Consumer prices in United States cities, as measured by the 
Consumer Price Index, advanced 0*2 percent between February and March, according to the 
U*S* Department of labor

f

s Bureau of Labor Statistics* Although food prices declined 
0*4 percent, this was not enough to offset increases for all other major groups of 
goods and services* The March Consumer Price Index was 118*9 percent of the 1947-49 
average, 3*7 percent higher than a year earlier* 

FOCp The decline of 0*4 percent in food prices between February and 
March was due mainly to lower prices of eggs and pork* The 

March food index was 113*2, 3#9 percent higher than a year ago, but 2*9 percent below 
the August 1952 peak* 

Egg prices dropped seasonally (5*9 percent) to a national average 
of 50 cents a dozen, as reductions were reported in all cities surveyed* 

Prices of all cuts of pork were lower, with decreases of 2*3 
percent for bacon, 1*7 percent for pork chops, and 1.3 percent for ham* A general drop 
in beef prices included decreases of 1*2 percent for round steak and 1*8 percent for 
chuck roast* Prices of fresh and frozen fish were 1*2 percent lower* Poultry prices 
rose 0*6 percent and canned luncheon meat was up 1*5 percent* 

Fruits and vegetables declined 0*3 percent, reflecting lower 
prices for bananas, lemons, lettuce, potatoes, celery, and onions} prices were higher 
for apples, tomatoes, green beans, and cabbage* 

Coffee prices declined 1*0 percent* Dairy products were 0*4 
percent lower as production was up seasonally* 

Prices of cereals and bakery products continued their upward 
trend as bread prices advanced 0*6 percent and smaller increases were reported for most 
other items in the group* 

HOUSING The housing index rose 0*3 percent as residential rents and house-
hold operation advanced 0*1 and 0*5 percent, respectively; there 

were continued increases in dry cleaning and laundry services as well as higher water 
rates in several cities. Mortgage interest rates were higher in most cities surveyed 
and home maintenance costs also advanced* Prices of housefurnishings declined 0*1 
percent* 

OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices increased 0*7 percent, as spring and summer 
AND SERVICES apparel items reappeared at prices higher than at the end of last 

summer* Prices of women
1

s nylon hose also advanced following 
February sales, and some increases were reported for work clothing and sport shirts* 

In the private transportation group, prices of used cars rose 
3*5 percent, and gasoline and motor oil prices also advanced* Prices of new cars and 
tires declined slightly* 

The medical care index rose 0*7 percent as fees for professional 
services continued to advance* The increase of 0*2 percent for personal care resulted 
primarily from scattered increases in barber shop services and toiletries* 
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The increase of 0
#
5 percent in the reading and recreation group 

resulted from higher charges for movie admissions, newspapers, and television sets* 

:NOTICES September and December 1956 Rent and 
:Housing group indexes for Cincinnati have been 
:revised as followss 

: tevigEd Tafley ( 1 9 A 7 - 4 9 M 0 Q ) 

: QxsSB Sfirti 1956 P?C« 1956 

: Rent 136*8 138.2 
* ffgttgittg 121*8 122*6 

Consumer Price IndexUnited States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

Group 

indexes (19/ l7-A9 = 100) 

Group 
Mar* 
1Q57 

Feb. 
1957 

Jan. 
1957 

Mar. 
1956 

June 
1950 

Year 
19*39 Group 

This 
month 

last 
month 

2 months 
a. BO 

last 
vear 

Pre-
Korea 

Pre-
WV-II 

All items 
All items less food 
All items less shelter---*'—-
All commodities — — — 

All commodities less food-
All services and shelter—— 
All services less shelter— 

118.9 
122.0 
116.5 
112.1 
111.3 
135.8 
138.7 

118.7 
121.5 
116.4 
112.0 
110.9 
135.2 
138.2 

118.2 
121.0 
115.9 
111.6 
110.7 
134.5 
137.6 

114.7 
117.7 
112.5 
108.2 
107.6 
130.9 
134.0 

101.8 
103.0 
100.7 
100.3 
99.4 
107.9 
107.0 

59.4 
69.1 
55.4 
51.6 
59.4 
80.4 
73.5 

Percent change to March 1957 from — 

Feb. Jan. Mar. June Year 
1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

All i t e m s - — — 0.2 0.6 3.7 16.8 100.2 
A H items less f o o d — — — — .4 .8 3.7 18.4 76.6 
All items less shelter— .1 .5 3.6 15.7 110.3 
All comnodities — .1 .4 3.6 11.8 117.2 
All commodities less f o o d - .4 .5 3.4 12.0 87.4 

All services and shelter .4 1.0 3.7 25.9 68.9 
All services less shelter— .4- .8 3.5 29.6 88.7 
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Released Mfcy 24, 1957 

U.S. DEPARTMENT CF UBCR 
Bureau of Labor Stat ist ics 

Washington 25, D* C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR APRIL 1957 

Consumer prices i n United States c i t ies advanced 0*3 percent between 
March and Apri l 1957, according to the U* S* Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Stat ist ics* Higher food prices were chiefly responsible for the advance although prices 
of most other major groups of consumer goods and services were also higher* Apparel 
was the only major group to show a decline during the month* 

The Consumer Price Index for Apri l 1957 was 119*3 (1947-49=100) -
3#3 percent higher than a year ago* 

FOOD Higher prices for meats and fresh f r u i t s and vegetables were 
largely instrumental i n the food price rise of 0*5 percent between 

March and April* The food price index for Apr i l was 113*8 (1947-49=100), 3*8 percent 
higher than a year ago, but s t i l l 2*4 percent below the August 1952 peak* 

Prices of a l l cuts of meat rose seasonally during the month* 
Round steak was up 4 cents a pound to an average of 91 cents; chuck roast prices were 
up 4*4 percent, prices of pork chops 2*0 percent, and leg of lamb 6*8 percent* Poultry 
prices declined 1*6 percent with continued large supplies* 

Fresh f r u i t prices rose 4*6 percent with a seasonal advance of 
11*5 percent for apples* Prices of fresh vegetables were 3*0 percent higher with tomato 
prices up 11*1 percent, lettuce 14*8 percent, and onions 17*5 percent; prices of green 
beans dropped 19*3 percent. Processed f ru i ts and vegetables declined as prices of 
frozen peas and canned orange juice f e l l about 2 percent* 

Restaurant meal prices were up 0*3 percent* 

Cereals and bakery products continued to advance* Dairy products 
declined sl ight ly i n price partly as a result of seasonal decreases i n fresh milk prices* 
Coffee prices were lower for the f i f t h consecutive month* 

HOOBING The housing index rose 0*2 percent during Apr i l , as most of i t s 
components were higher* Rent continued i t s gradual upward trend 

with a r ise of 0*1 percent* Housefurnishings prices were 0*2 percent higher than i n 
March, due to increased prices of household text i les and some furniture and appliances; 
however, some appliance prices, such as refr igerators, continued downward* The advance 
of 0*2 percent for household operation primarily reflected higher prices for laundry 
soap* Home maintenance and repair costs edged up 0*1 percent* B i l ls for gas and elec-
t r i c i t y were unchanged on the average and anthracite prices declined seasonally* 

OTHER COMMODITIES Reading and recreation recorded the largest monthly advance i n 
AND SERVICES more than 6 years - 1*2 percent * ref lect ing chief ly higher 

prices for newspapers i n several c i t ies* Prices of television 
sets and charges for television repair services also were higher* 

Private transportation rose 0*2 percent as prices of used cars, 
gasoline and motor o i l , and auto repairs advanced; prices of new cars and t i res were 
down sl ightly* Public transportation was up 0*6 percent as t ransi t fares were increased 
i n several c i t ies* 
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The medical care index reflected higher rates for group hospitalisation 

insurance, prescriptions and drugs, hospitals, and professional services• Higher prices 
for t o i l e t soap were the principal factor i n the advance of 0.3 percent for personal care, 
although barber and beauty shop services also increased* 

Apparel prices declined 0.3 percent, principally because of reduced 
prices for women1s rayon dresses and skir ts , oylon hose, wool suits, and sport coats* 

NOTICE: The following indexes have been revised* 
No other indexes were affected. 

City 

Boston 

Kansas City 

Chicago 

Group 

Transportation 
Private 

Housing 
Household operation 

Medical care 

Date 

January 1957 
January 1957 

Januaxy 1957 
January 1957 

January 1957 
February 1957 
March 1957 

sRevised indexes 
» (1947-49=100) 

142.9 
135.3 

123.9 
128.5 

139.5 
139.5 
139.6 

Consumer Price Indexx—United States c i ty average, a l l items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

indexes (19A7-A9 = 100) 
Apr. Mar. Feb. Apr. June Year 

Group 1957 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 Group 
This Last 2 mos. last Pre- Fre-

afro year Korea WW-II 

A l l items 119.3 118.9 118.7 114.9 101.8 59.4 
A l l items less food—— 122.3 122.0 121.5 117.8 103.0 69.1 
A l l items less shelter - 116.9 116.5 116.4 112.7 100.7 55.4 
A l l commodities—— 112.5 112*1 112.0 108.4 100.3 51.6 

A l l commodities less f o o d - 111.5 111.3 110.9 107.4 99.4 59.4 
A l l services and shelter — 136.2 135.8 135.2 131.2 107.9 80.4 

A l l services less s h e l t e r - 139.0 138.7 138.2 134.5 107.0 
i 

73.5 

Percent change to Apr i l 1957 from — 

Mar. Feb. Apr. June Year 
1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

A l l items 0.3 0.5 3.8 17.2 100.8 
A l l items less food - - - .2 . 7 3.8 18.7 77.0 
A l l items less s h e l t e r - — .3 . 4 3 .7 16.1 111.0 
A l l commodities^ - . 4 . 4 3.8 12.2 118.0 

A l l commodities less f o o d - i *2 i *5 3.8 12.2 87.7 
A l l services and s h e l t e r - I .3 • 7 3.8 26.2 69.4 

A l l services less shelter-" I .2 
i 

! .6 3.3 29.9 89.1 
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Released June 25, 1957 

U.S. DEPARTMENT (F IABCR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D* C» 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR MAI 1957 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0*3 percent betveen 
April and May 1957, primarily because of a seasonal advance in food prices, according 
to the U*S* Department of labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics* In other major groups of 
goods and services, lover prices for recreation and transportation were offset by 
increases for housing, medical care, personal care, and "other goods and services 
The Consumer Price Index for May 1957 was 119*6 percent of the 1947-49 average, 3#6 
percent higher than a year earlier* Consumer prices have declined once in the past 15 
months (in August 1956), and in May 1957 reached a record high for the 9th consecutive 
month* 

FOCD Food prices advanced 0*7 percent betveen April and May, as prices 
of fresh produce and meat rose seasonally* The food index in May 

vas 114*6 (1947-49=100), 3*2 percent higher than a year ago, but 1*7 percent belov the 
August 1952 peak* Food prices vere higher in 40 of the 46 cities surveyed in May* 

Fresh fruit prices rose 4*4 percent, with apple prices increasing 
14*4 percent to a national average price of 20 cents a pound* Prices of fresh vegetables 
advanced 5*8 percent, chiefly because of seasonal increases of 10*6 percent for tomatoes, 
24*2 percent for onions, and 2*7 percent for potatoes* Prices of cabbage fell 13*5 
percent* 

Meat prices rose 2*1 percent, as advances vere reported for all 
cuts of beef, pork, and lamb* Bacon prices vere up 4*2 percent, pork chops 2*5 percent, 
and round steak 2*0 percent* 

The increase of 0*2 percent in the price of cereals and bakery 
products reflected higher prices for bread and flour* Restaurant meal prices edged up 
0*1 percent* 

Prices of eggs and milk fell seasonally and coffee prices, 
declining for the sixth consecutive month, vere 1*6 percent lover than a month earlier* 

HOUSING The housing index rose 0*1 percent, as increases for rent, house-
hold operation, and home maintenance costs more than offset 

seasonal price reductions for fuels and housefurnishings * The price advance of 0*7 
percent for household operation reflected higher water rates in several cities* Higher 
prices vere reported for painting services and roof repairs* In housefurnishings wide-
spread reductions were reported for refrigerators and some household textiles* Anthracite 
prices dropped 4«4 percent, bituminous coal vas down 1*9 percent in price, and fuel oil 
prices declined 1*1 percent* 

OTHER COMMODITIES The increase of 0*3 percent in medical care reflected further 
AND SERVICES advances in fees for professional and hospital services and higher 

prices for prescriptions and drugs* The personal care index 
reflected higher prices for toilet soap in most cities and some scattered increases for 
beauty shop services* 

Apparel prices remained at their April level, as reductions for 
vomers rayon dresses and nylon hose and girls

1

 cotton dresses offset higher prices for 
loen's vool suits and women's and children

f

s shoes* 
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The decline of 0*4 percent for recreation resulted primarily fron 
sale prices for sporting goods and toys* There were some advances in prices of news-
papers and movie admissions* 

Transportation costs as a whole decreased 0*1 percent. New car 
prices continued to decline as dealers gave larger concessions, and prices of gasoline 
and motor oil were also lower, but prices of used cars advanced* 

TABLE 11 Consumer Price Index—United States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

tatere (1947-4
<

?
=

1W) 
May 
1957 

Apr. 
1957 

Mar. 
1957 

May 
1956 

June Year 
1950 1939 

101.8 59.4. 
103.0 69.1 
100.7 55.4 
100.3 51.6 
99.4 59.4 
102.4 57.3 
99.0 58.7 
107.9 80.4 
107.0 73.5 

All items-
All items less food-
All items less shelter-
All commodities 
All commodities less food-
Durable 8-
Non-durables-

All services and shelter-
All services less shelter-

119.6 
122.3 
117.1 
112.7 
111.1 
106.7 
115.5 
136.7 
139.5 

119.3 
122.3 
116.9 
112.5 
111.5 
107.3 
115.7 
136.2 
139.0 

118.9 
122.0 
116.5 
112.1 
111.3 
107.1 
115.5 
135.8 
138.7 

115.4-
117.9 
113.3 
109.0 
107.5 
102.5 
112.2 
131.5 
134.8 

Percent change to May 1957 from — 

Apr. Mar. May June Tear 
1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

All i t e m s — — — — — 0.3 0.6 3.6 17.5 101.3 
All items less food— — . . . 0 .2 3.7 18.7 77.0 
All items less shelter-——-—— .2 .5 3.4 16.3 111.4 
All commodities———-—-— — . . . . .2 .5 3.4 12.4 118.4 
All commodities less food- - .4 - .2 3.3 11.8 87.0 
Durables -—• — - .6 - .4 4.1 4.2 86.2 
Non-durables—- - - — — ••••— - - .2 0 2.9 16.7 96.8 

All services and shelter .4 .7 4.0 26.7 70.0 
All services less shelter •4 .6 3.5 30.4 89.8 

(19A7-A9=t1.00)* 
May Apr. Mar. May June Year 
1957 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

Purchasing power of the consumer dollar— $0.84 $0.84 $0.84 $0.87 $0.98 $1.68 

* To calculate purchasing power of the soneuner dollar on any other base, divide 
the index for the desired base date by the index for the comparison date. 
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Released July 24, 1957 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OP LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25» D» C. 

CONSUMER FRIGE INDEX FCR JUNE 1957 

Consumer prices in United States cities advanced 0*5 percent 
between May and June 1957, according to the U* S* Department of labor's Bureau of 
Labor Statistics* Although seasonally higher food prices were the principal factor in 
the rise, prices averaged higher in all major groups of goods and services except trans-
portation* At 120*2 percent of the 1947-4-9 average, the Consumer Price Index in June 
reached a record high for the 10th consecutive month, and was 3 #4 percent higher than in 
June 1956* 

FOffi Food prices rose 1*4 percent between May and June, due largely to 
advances in prices of fresh fruits and pork* The June food index 

was 116*2 (1947-49=100), 2*7 percent higher than a year ago, but 0*3 percent below the 
August 1952 peak* 

Prices of fresh fruits increased more than the usual seasonal 
advance during the month, as apples rose 13*7 percent and banana prices advanced 8*5 
percent* Prices of lemons declined* Fresh vegetable prices declined 1*2 percent, due 
primarily to reductions of 15*6 percent for tomatoes and 22*0 percent for green beans* 
Prices of lettuce advanced 16*6 percent and potatoes were up 2*8 percent* Prices of 
canned and frozen orange juice declined* 

Higher prices were reported for all cuts of meats and frying 
chickens* The U* S* average price of pork chops rose from 85 to 93 cents a pound and 
bacon was up from 71 to 75 cents a pound* Prices of frankfurters rose 3«7 percent 
and hamburger 3*3 percent* Fish prices averaged slightly lower* 

Prices of food away from home rose 0*7 percent on the average as 
higher prices for restaurant meals were reported in 16 of the 22 cities surveyed in June* 

Egg prices declined 1 *6 percent and prices of catsup were down 
4*8 percent on the average* Cereals and bakery products continued to rise slightly and 
dairy products remained at their level of a month earlier* 

HOUSING The advance of 0*2 percent for housing resulted from increases of 
0*4 percent in prices of housefurnishings, 0.2 percent for 

residential rents, and 0*2 percent for household operation* Gas and electric bills were 
unchanged on the average while coal and fuel oil prices averaged slightly lower than in 
May* The rise in housefurnishings was primarily the result of higher prices for house-
hold textiles following Hay sales* The household operation index reflected the continued 
upward movement of rates for laundry and dry cleaning services* Costs of home 
maintenance and repairs averaged higher as prices of paint and painting services 
advanced* 

OTHER COMMODITIES The medical care index rose 0*4 percent as rates for group 
AND SERVICES hospitalisation insurance advanced in a few cities; there were 

also further increases in fees for professional services and in 
prices of prescriptions and drugs* 

The increase of 0*4 percent in the reading and recreation group 
was primarily the result of higher prices for newspapers in several cities* 
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In personal care prices were higher for men's haircuts and there 
were scattered advances for toiletries® 

Apparel prices edged up 0*1 percent as higher prices were reported 
for men

1

® suite and shoes* Moment and girls
1

 apparel prices averaged slightly lower, 
with seasonal reductions in prices of rayon dresses* 

The transportation index remained at its May letrel as larger dealer 
concessions for new cars and seasonal reductions in prices of tires were offset by higher 
prices for used cars, gasoline and motor oil, and auto repair services* 

TABIE 1* Consumer Prise Index—United States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

(19A7-; 1.9=100) 
June May April June June Tear 

Gcmip- 1957 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

All items— — — — — — — 120.2 119.6 119.3 116.2 101.8 59.4 
All items leas f o o d — — 122.5 122.3 122.3 118.1 103.0 69.1 
All items less shelter— — 117.8 117.1 116.9 114.1 100.7 55.4 
All commodities— — — — — 113.5 112.7 112.5 110.0 100.3 51.6 

*X1 commodities less food — — 111.3 111.1 111.5 107.4 99.4 59.4 
Durables- — — — 106.7 106.7 107.3 102.0 102.4 57.3 
N o n - d u r a b l e s — — — — — 115.7 115.5 115.7 112.3 99.0 58.7 

All services and s h e l t e r — — — 137.0 136.7 136.2 131.9 107.9 80.4 
A H services less s h e l t e r — — — 139.9 139.5 139.0 134.9 107.0 73.5 

Percent change to June 1957 from — 

May April June June Year 
1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

All i t e m s — - — 0.5 0.8 3.4 18.1 102.4 
All itema less f o o d — — — — — . — .2 .2 3.7 18.9 77.3 
All items less shelter — .6 .8 3.2 17.0 112.6 
All commodities .7 .9 3.2 13.2 120.0 
All commodities less food--..——• • .2 - .2 3.6 12.0 87.4 
D u r a b l e s — — — — — 0 - .6 4.6 4.2 86.2 
Non-durable s — .2 0 3.0 16.9 97.1 

All services and shelter—— .2 .6 3.9 27.0 70.4 
All services less shelter- .3 .6 3.7 30.7 90.3 

(1947-49=11.00)* 

June May April June June Year 
1957 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

Purchasing power of the consumer dollar— 10.83 $0.84 10.84 #0.86 10.98 $1.68 

* To calculate purchasing power of the consumer dollar on any other base, divide 
the index for the desired base date by the index for the comparison date* 
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Released August 22, 1957 
U.S. DEPARTMENT (F LABOR 
Bureau of labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR JULT 1957 
Consumer prices in United States cities advanced 0*5 percent between 

June and July 1957, according to the U* S* Department of Labor's Bureau of labor 
Statistics* Substantial advances in food prices and in the "other goods and services" 
group were the principal causes of the rise* All other major groups except housing and 
apparel also advanced* The Consumer Price Index for July recorded its 11th consecutive 
monthly increase and at 120*8 (1947-49=100) was 3*2 percent above July 1956. 
FOOD Food prices rose 1 *0 percent during the month, reaching a new all-time 

high, 0*7 percent above the previous record peak of August 1952, and 
2*3 percent above the level of a year ago* 

As a group, meats, poultry, and fish were higher in price* The 
largest increases were the 7*8 percent rise from 75 to 81 cents per pound for bacon, 
reflecting low supplies, and the 3*2 percent advance in round steak prices* Frying 
chicken prices rose 2*9 percent and prices of all fresh and canned fish items also rose* 
Prices of pork chops remained unchanged while leg of lamb fell seasonally 1*6 percent to 
73 cents a pound* Egg prices increased markedly from an average of 48 cents to 54 cents 
a dozen. 

Prices of fresh fruits rose 2*1 percent, owing to seasonal factors 
and the return to market of products such as peaches and grapes at higher prices than at 
the end of their 1956 season* Orange prices rose 4*6 percent to an average of 58 cents 
per dozen* Price declines were reported for watermelons (16*4 percent) as supplies 
increased, and for lemons (1*7 percent)* Canned orange juice fell in price 2*6 percent* 

Fresh vegetable prices fell 2*0 percent as tomato and onion prices 
dropped 21 and 11*4 percent, respectively* Price increases were reported for green beans 
(9*8 percent) and most other fresh vegetables* 

The cereals and bakery products group rose 0*2 percent in price, 
largely owing to a 0*4 percent increase in bread prices* Dairy products prices rose 0*5 
percent, principally because of increased milk prices* Coffee prices fell 1*8 percent* 

Restaurant meals continued to advance in price, the 0*2 percent rise 
reflecting increases in 10 of 20 cities priced in July* 
HOUSING The housing index was unchanged between June and July* Residential 

rents rose 0*1 percent and maintenance and repair costs increasedf 
led by price rises for paint and painting services* Gas and electricity prices were 
unchanged, but coal and fuel oil prices were higher* Prices of housefurnishings dropped 
0*5 percent, reflecting lower prices for some appliances* 
OTHER COMMODITIES There were increases in transit fares in a number of large cities* 
AND SERVICES Private transportation charges rose 0*2 percent, as declines in new 

car prices were.more than offset by increases in used car prices, 
tires, and gasoline* 

Apparel prices averaged 0*1 percent lower, as men's summer suits were 
reduced for clearance and men13 wool slacks and sport shirts were lower in price* Women's 
shoe prices were higher* 
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Higher hospital charges and group hospitalization rates were the 
major cause of the 0.4 percent rise in the medical care index. 

Personal care costs were up 0.4 percent in July with higher prices for 
cosmetics, toiletries, beauty shop services and men's haircuts. 

The 0.5 percent increase in the reading and recreation group reflected 
higher prices of radio and television sets and repairs. 

Prices in the group "other goods and services" rose 1.6 percent, 
largely as a result of cigarette price increases. 
TABLE 1i Consumer Price Index—United States city average, all items and special groups 

Indexes and percent changes for selected-dates 

QTTOP, 
July 
1957 

June 
1957 

h9^7-49=100) 
Hay 
1957 

July 
1956 

June 
1950 

Year 
1939 

All items-
All items less food-
All items less shelter-
All conraodities-
All commodities less food-
Durables-
Non-durable s 

All services and shelter-
All services less shelter-

120.8 
122.8 
118.5 
114.1 
111.5 
106.5 
116.2 
137.4 
140.6 

120.2 
122.5 
117.8 
113.5 
111.3 
106.7 
115.7 
137.0 
139.9 

119.6 
122.3 
117.1 
112.7 
111.1 
106.7 
115.5 
136.7 
139.5 

117.0 
118.6 
114.9 
110.9 
107.9 
102.2 
112.9 
132.5 
135.2 

101.8 
103.0 
100.7 
100.3 
99.4 
102.4 
99.0 
107.9 
107.0 

59.4 
69.1 
55.4 
51.6 
59.4 
57.3 
58.7 
80.4 
73.5 

Percent change to July 1957 from 
June May July June Year 
1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

All items— — — — — — 0.5 1.0 3.2 18.7 103.4 
All items less food — - — • .2 .4 3.5 19.2 77.7 
All items less shelter .6 1.2 3.1 17.7 113.9 
All commodities .5 1.2 2.9 13.8 121.1 
All commodities lass food — •2 .4 3.3 12.2 87.7 
Durables— — — - .2 - .2 4.2 4.0 85.9 
Non-durable s .4 .6 2.9 17.4 98.0 

All services and shelter— .3 .5 3.7 27.3 70.9 
All services less shelter — — — — — .5 .8 4.0 31.4 91.3 

(1947-49=̂ 1.00)» 
July June May July June Year 
1957 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

Purchasing power of the consumer dollar- •0.83 •0.83 •0.84 •0.85 •0.96 •1.68 

* To calculate purchasing power of the consumer dollar on any other base, divide 
the index for the desired base date by the index for the comparison date. 
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Rele&sed September 24, 1957 

U.S. DEPARTMENT CF LABCR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D* C* 

CONSUMER FRIGE INDEX FCR AUGUST 1957 

Prices of goods and services for urban consumers increased 0*2 
percent between July and August 1957, according to the U* S* Department of Labor's 
Bureau of labor Statistics* Higher prices for food and housing were the principal 
factors in the advance, although all other major groups of goods and services also rose. 
The Consumer Price Index, at 121*0 percent of the 1947-49 average, registered its 12th 
consecutive monthly advance, and the August level was 3*6 percent above that of a 
year ago. 

FOOD Food prices rose 0*4 percent during the month, as declines in 
prices of fresh produce failed to offset advances for most other 

classes of foods, particularly pork and eggs* At 117*9> the retail food price index was 
•at a record high in August, 4«2 percent higher than a year ago* Food prices advanced in 
34 of the 46 cities surveyed in August* 

Prices of all cuts of meat were higher, with bacon up 8*4 percent, 
ham 3*5 percent, frankfurters 2*8 percent, and round steak, chuck roast, and hamburger 
about 1-& percent* 

Egg prices rose 10*2 percent, to a national average of 59& cents 
a dosen* The rise of 0*9 percent in prices of dairy products was due primarily to an 
increase of 1*4 percent in fresh milk prices* Cereals and bakery products continued to 
advance in price* 

Restaurant meal prices averaged 0*5 percent higher, increasing in 
14 of the 20 cities surveyed in August* 

Fruit and vegetable prices dropped 4*4 percent, with reductions of 
7*9 percent for fresh fruits, 4*8 percent for fresh vegetables, and smaller reductions 
for cammed and dried fruits and vegetables* Prices of frozen fruits and vegetables 
averaged slightly higher* Increased supplies of fresh produce resulted in price declines 
of 19*3 percent for tomatoes, 32*1 percent for grapes, 19*4 percent for peaches, 15*7 
percent for watermelons, 18*9 percent for onions, and 15*8 percent for celery* Prices of 
lettuce rose 17*4 percent and higher prices were reported for oranges, bananas, and 
carrots* 

HOUSING Increases in gas rates, residential rents, and FHA mortgage 
interest rates caused the rise of 0*2 percent in housing costs* 

The average rise of 0*9 percent for gas and electricity, the largest increase in any 
month since October 1948, resulted almost entirely from gas rate increases in several 
cities* Rents averaged higher in 13 of the 15 cities surveyed in August* Prices of 
housefurnishings averaged 0*2 percent lower, reflecting August sale prices for household 
textiles* Household service rates continued their gradual increase, but prices of 
laundry soap and detergents declined* Seasonal advances in prices of coal were offset 
by lower prices of fuel oil* 

OTHER COMMODITIES Prices of nonfood conmodities were unchanged on the average, as a 
AND SERVICES rise of 0*3 percent in prices of durables was offset by a decline 

of 0*3 percent for nondurables* Services other than shelter rose 
0*4 percent* 
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2 
The private transportation index, unchanged during the month, 

reflected the effects of gasoline "price wars* in several cities and lover new car prices, 
counterbalanced by higher prices for used cars, tires, and automobile insurance• Mixed 
price moveiaents in both men's and woiften's apparel resulted in little change (up 0*1 
percent) for the group* 

Medical and personal care services continued to advance and prices 
of movie admissions and newspapers were up in a few cities* Prices of radios and 
television sets rose slightly as new models were introduced* 

TABLE It Consumer Price Index—United States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

i 3 (1947-49=100) 
Aug. July June Aug. June lear 

- . pr.oyp L l 2 £ Z ™ , 1957 . 1956 1950 1939 

All i t — — — — — 
r 
' 121,0 120.8 120.2 116.8 101.8 59.4 

All iteras less f o o d — - - — — — - — ' 123.0 122.S 
!

122.5 119.0 103.0 69.1 
All itex&g less s h e l t e r — - — - 118.7 118.5 117.8 114.5 100.7 55.4 
All o o i a i K d i t i e s — — — — — « 114.3 114.1 113.5 110*3 100,3 51.6 

All eomraodities less f o o d — — - — — — i 111.5 111.5 111.3 108.1 99.4 59.4 
I > u r a b l e s — — — — - i 106.8 106.5 106.7 102.6 102.4 57.3 
N o n - d u r a b l e s ~ ~ ~ - ~ — — - — — ! 115.9 116.2 115.7 113.1 99.0 58.7 

All services and s h e l t e r — — — — — — ! 137.8 137.4 137.0 132.9 107.9 80.4 
All services less s h e l t e r — — j 141.1 140.6 139.9 135.7 107»0 73.5 

Percent change to August 1957 from — 

i July June Aug. June Year 
i 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

Ali i t • 

i 
i 

0.2 0.7 3.6 18.9 103.7 
.2 .4 3.4 19.4 78.0 

111 itesit less s h e l t e r — — — < — — | .2 .8 3.7 17.9 114.3 
All Qomiodities————— 

i 
.2 .7 3.6 14.0 121.5 

All eoec&oditiefc less f o o d — - — — — 0 .2 3.1 12.2 87.7 
j ^ u r & b l e s - - — — — — .3 ,1 4.1 4.3 86.4 
H o n ^ u r a b l e s — - - - - - - — , „ « . — , - .3 .2 2.5 17.1 97.4 

AX1 services asi elt-er—• .3 .6 3.7 27.7 71.4 
All services less s h e l t e r — — — — — — .4 .9 4.0 31.9 92.0 

I 

(1947-49=#1.00)* 

Aug. July June Aug. June Year 
1957 1956 1950 1939 

Purchasing power of the consumer dollar—• 10.83 •0.83 •0.83 •0.86 •0.98 •1.68 

* To calculate purchasing power of the consuiser dollar on any other base, divide 
the inde^ for the desired base u&.te by the index for the comparison date* 
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Released October 25, 1957 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR SEPTEMBER 1957 
Consumer prices in U.S. cities advanced 0.1 percent between August 

and September 1957, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Higher prices for housing, apparel, and most other major groups of goods and services more 
than offset substantial reductions in food prices. Prices of commodities other than foods 
as veil as services each rose an average of 0*4 percent during the month* The Consumer 
Price Index, advancing to its 13th consecutive record high, was at 121.1 (1947-49=100), 
3*4 percent higher than a year ago. 

FOOD Food prices dropped 0.8 percent between August and September as more 
plentiful supplies of fresh produce became available. This is the first month since last 
March in which food prices have declined. The September food price index, at 117.0 per-
cent of the 1947-49 average, was 3.4 percent higher than a year ago. 

Prices of fresh fruits fell 8.7 percent, due primarily to sharp reduc-
tions in prices of apples, as the beginning of the autumn harvest replenished depleted sup-
plies. Prices of bananas and grapes also were lower, but orange prices advanced. Fresh 
vegetable prices dropped 7.5 percent, with lower prices for most items in the group, espe-
cially lettuce, potatoes, sweetpotatoes, tomatoes, and onions. Prices of processed fruits 
and vegetables showed little change on the average and the decline for the fruits and vege-
tables group as a whole averaged 5.4 percent. 

The decline of 1.4 percent in average prices of meats, poultry, and 
fish resulted primarily from lower prices for frying chickens (down 5.8 percent) and for 
all cuts of pork; prices of bacon fell 2.4 percent, ham 3.4 percent, and pork chops 2.3 
percent. Beef and veal prices were 0.4 percent higher on the average, due to a rise of 
2.0 percent in prices of chuck roast. 

Prices of dairy products registered their largest monthly advance 
since July 1954, as fresh milk prices rose in half the cities surveyed in September. Egg 
prices advanced 8.9 percent to a national average of 65 cents a dozen. Prices of coffee 
dropped 3*4 percent. Lunches in restaurants were 0.5 percent higher than last month. 

HOUSING The advance of 0.5 percent in the housing index resulted from higher 
prices in all its component subgroups. Housefurnishings prices registered their largest 
monthly increase since February 1957, as higher prices were reported for kitchenware, 
household textiles, and some appliances. Residential rents were up 0.2 percent and costs 
of home repairs and maintenance advanced 0.4 percent. The rise of 0.8 percent in prices 
of solid fuels and fuel oil resulted from seasonal price increases for anthracite and 
bituminous coal. Gas and electricity averaged 0.4 percent higher, due to increased bills 
for gas. 

OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices rose 0.7 percent, primarily because fall and winter 
AND SERVICES clothing (especially women's and girls1) returned to the market at 
prices higher than the end-of-season sale prices. Women's and girls1 wool coats, women's 
wool dresses, girls' wool skirts, and men's wool suits and sweaters had higher price tags. 

The advance of 0.6 percent in the reading and recreation group 
resulted from higher prices for newspapers, toys, and movie admissions. Higher fees for 
group hospitalization insurance and for professional services were the major factors in 
the rise of 0.3 percent in costs of medical care. 
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Total transportation was unchanged on the average as transit fares 
advanced in a few cities and private transportation costs declined 0.1 percent; further 
reductions in dealers' prices of new automobiles (down 1.3 percent) more than offset 
higher prices of used cars, tires, gasoline, and increased automobile insurance rates. 

TABLE 1: Consumer Price Index—United States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

G r o u p 

All items— — 
All items less food 
All items less shelter 
*A11 commodities 
*A11 commodities less food 

•Durables— — — 
*Nondurable8 

*A11 services-
*A11 services less rent 

Sept. 
1957 

121.1 
123.4 
118.7 
114.5 
112.6 
108.6 
116.7 
138.8 
139.8 

All items less f o o d - — — — — — — 
All items less shelter— 
All commodities 
All commodities less f o o d — — — — 

D u r a b l e s — — - — - — — 
Nondurable s 

All services-—— 
All services less rent 

Purchasing power of the consumer dollar— 

Sept. 
3-957 

•0.83 

Aug. 
1957 

Indexes (19A7-A9=100) 

121.0 
123.0 
118.7 
114.6 
112.1 
108.4 
116.0 
138.3 
139.3 

July 
1 9 5 7 

120.8 
122.8 
118.5 
114.4 
112.2 
108.2 
116.3 
137.9 
138.9 

Sept. 
1956 

117.1 
119.4 
114.8 
1 1 1 . 0 
109.4 
104.8 
113.9 
133.6 
134.1 

June 
M 

101 
103 
100 
100 
99 
102 
99 
107 
107 

.8 .0 

.7 

.3 

.4 

.4 .0 

.9 

.0 

Year 
1939 

59.4 
69.1 
55.4 
51.6 
59.4 
57.3 
58.7 
80.4 
73.5 

Percent change to September 1957 from— 
Aug. 
1957 

0.1 
.3 
0 

- .1 
.4 
.2 .6 
.4 
.4 

July 
1957 

0.2 
.5 
.2 .1 
.4 
.4 
.3 
.7 
.6 

Aug. 
1257. 

( 1 9 4 7 - 4 9 = $ ! . 0 0 ) * * 

$0.83 

July 
1957 

•0.83 

Sept. 
1956 

3.4 
3.4 
3.4 
3.2 
2.9 
3.6 
2.5 
3.9 
4.3 

June 
1950 

19.0 
19.8 
17.9 
14.2 
13.3 6.1 
17.9 
28.6 
30.7 

Year 
19?9 

103.9 
78.6 
U4.3 
121.9 
89.6 
89.5 
98.8 
72.6 
90.2 

Sept. 
1956 

•0.85 

June 
1950 

•0.98 

Year 
1939 

•1.68 

* These indexes have been revised to reflect changes in the classification of items 
included in Shelter. See Table A (p. 6-a) for explanation and complete table of revised 
index numbers. 

** To calculate purchasing power of the consumer dollar on any other base, divide 
the index for the desired base date by the index for the comparison date. 
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Released November 22, 1957 

U.S. DEPARTMENT CF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR OCTOBER 1957 

Consumer prices in United States cities were unchanged on the 
average between September and October 1957, according to the U. S. Department of Labor's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics• This was the first month since August 1956 in which consumer 
prices have not advanced. Lower food prices were offset "by price advances for other 
nondurable commodities and for services, while durable goods prices were unchanged. The 
Consumer Price Index for October was 121.1 (1947-49=100;, 2.9 percent higher than a year 
ago. 
FOOD Food prices dropped 0*5 percent between September and October, as 

plentiful supplies of meat and fresh fruits continued to reach the 
markets* The declines represented a continuation of the seasonal decreases begun in 
September. The October food price index at 116.4 percent of the 1947-49 average, was 1.3 
percent below the August 1957 peak, but 2.9 percent higher than a year ago. 

Average prices of meats, poultry, and fish dropped 3.6 percent with 
lower prices for most cuts of meat and poultry. Bacon prices fell 11.7 percent, ham 
3.8 percent, and pork chops 3.0 percent. Prices of frying chickens dropped 6.0 percent. 
Beef and veal prices were down 1.3 percent on the average, led by a decline of 1.7 percent 
in prices of round steak. 

Prices of fresh fruits fell 2.9 percent on the average, primarily 
because of a continuing decline in the price of apples, 15*3 percent during the month. 
Prices of bananas, oranges, and grapes rose slightly. Fresh vegetable prices were up 
2.4 percent, as sharp increases for tomatoes, green beans, and lettuce more than offset 
moderate decreases for most other items in the group. Prices for processed fruits and 
vegetables showed little change in general and the decline for fruits and vegetables as a 
whole averaged 0.3 percent. 

Egg prices advanced seasonally (7.1 percent) to a national average 
of 70 cents a dozen. Prices of dairy products increased chiefly as a result of increases 
for fresh milk in 15 cities. Coffee prices continued to decline, dropping 2.6 percent 
during the month. Prices of restaurant meals advanced slightly. 

HOUSING The housing group index rose 0.2 percent, as increases were 
reported for all its component subgroups except house furnishings. 

Residential rents continued to climb, with an average advance of 0.2 percent. Prices of 
coal rose seasonally and bills for gas and electricity were up slightly. Most of the 
increase of 0.3 percent for household operation was because of generally higher prices 
for laundry soaps and detergents, although laundry, dry cleaning, and domestic service 
rates also advanced* Housefurnishings prices were unchanged on the average, as higher 
prices for kitchenware were offset by reductions in prices of some appliances. Costs of 
home repairs and maintenance declined 0.1 percent, the first month since January 1957 in 
which they have not advanced. 

OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices rose 0.4 percent, traceable to an advance of 0.8 
AND SERVICES percent in prices of women's and girls' clothing, especially wool 

coats, suits, skirts, and rayor dresses. Higher shoe repair prices 
reflected increased costs of materials and labor. 

The rise of 0.5 percent in medical care was influenced by higher 
fees for professional services and group hospitalization insurance. A general advance in 
prices of toothpaste, together with higher prices for toilet soap and personal care 
services, resulted in an increase of 0.9 percent in the personal care index. 
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The reading and recreation group index was up 0.1 percent, as higher 
prices were reported in several cities for television sets, television repairs, and news-
papers; prices of sporting goods were lower. 

Transportation costs declined 0.1 percent, reflecting further 
reductions in dealers' prices of new automobiles prior to the introduction of 1953 models, 
and lower prices for gasoline. Prices of used cars, tires, auto repairs, auto insurance, 
and transit fares advanced. 

TABLE 1: Consumer Price Index—United States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

Group 

Indexes (1947-49=100) 

Group 
Oct. 
1957 

Sept. 
1957 

Aug. 
1957 

Oct. 
1956 

June 
1950 

Year 
1939 

121.1 
123.7 
118.6 
1U.3 
112.8 
108.6 
117.0 
139.2 
U0.3 

121.1 
123.4 
118.7 
114.5 
112.6 
108.6 
116.7 
138.8 

i 139.8 

121.0 
123.0 
118.7 
114.6 
112.1 
108.4 I 
116.0 ! 
138.3 
139.3 

117.7 
120.2 
115.5 
111.7 
110.6 

j 107.4. 
; 114.3 
133.7 
134.2 

101.8 
103.0 
100.7 
100.3 
99.4 
102.4 i 
99.0 
107.9 I 
107.0 ' 

i i 

59.4 
69.1 
55.4 
51.6 
59.4 

| 57.3 
! 58.7 
! S0.4 
| 73.5 
i 

All items less food —~—.—... 
All items less shelter 
All commodities— — — 
All commodities less food- — -

Durables — — — 
Non-durables— — 

All services- • — — — — 
All services less rent — — 

121.1 
123.7 
118.6 
1U.3 
112.8 
108.6 
117.0 
139.2 
U0.3 

121.1 
123.4 
118.7 
114.5 
112.6 
108.6 
116.7 
138.8 

i 139.8 

121.0 
123.0 
118.7 
114.6 
112.1 
108.4 I 
116.0 ! 
138.3 
139.3 

117.7 
120.2 
115.5 
111.7 
110.6 

j 107.4. 
; 114.3 
133.7 
134.2 

101.8 
103.0 
100.7 
100.3 
99.4 
102.4 i 
99.0 
107.9 I 
107.0 ' 

i i 

59.4 
69.1 
55.4 
51.6 
59.4 

| 57.3 
! 58.7 
! S0.4 
| 73.5 
i 

Percent change to October 1957 from— 

Sept. 
1957 

Aug. 
h J2SL 

Oct. 
1956 

June 
1950 

Year 
1939 

All items less food — - — — 
All items less shelter-— 
All commodities — 

All commodities less food 
Durables— — 
Non-durables — 

All services —-— — 
All services less r e n t — 

i i | I 0 
0.2 

- .1 
- .2 

.2 
! 0 
! .3 
! .3 
! i 

0.1 
.6 

- .1 
- .3 

.6 

.2 

.9 

.7 

.7 

2.9 
2.9 
2.7 
2.3 
2.0 
1.1 
2.4 
4.1 
4.5 

19.0 
20.1 
17.8 
14.0 
13.5 
6.1 
18.2 
29.0 
31.1 

103.9 
79.0 
114.1 
121.5 
89.9 
89.5 
99.3 
73.1 
90.9 

Purchasing power of the consumer dollar-

(1947-49=41.00)* 

Purchasing power of the consumer dollar-

Oct. 
1957 

Sept« 
1957 

Aug. 
1957 

Oct. ! June 
1956 | 1950 

Year 
1939 

Purchasing power of the consumer dollar-: $0.83 $0.83 $0.83 
| 

$0.85 | $0.98 

i I 

$1.68 

*To calculate purchasing power of the consumer dollar on any other base, divide the 
index for the desired base date by the index for the comparison date. 
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Released December 20, 1957 

U.S. DEPARTMENT CP LABCR 
Bureau of labor S ta t is t ics 

Washington 25, D* C. 

CONSUMER FRIGE INDEX FCR NOVEMBER 1957 

Consumer prices i n United States c i t i e s rose 0*4 percent between 
October and November* according to the U*S* Department of Labor fs Bureau of Labor 
S ta t is t ics* Higher pr ices for 1958 model automobiles were largely responsible for the 
increase, although prices were higher for most major groups of goods and services* Food 
was the only major group i n which prices were lower* 

The November Consumer Price Index was 121*6 (1947-49=100), 3*2 
percent higher than a year ago* 

FOCp A drop of 0*3 percent i n food prices ref lected seasonal declines 
i n prices of pork, fresh f r u i t s , and eggs* This was the th i rd 

consecutive month i n which food prices have fa l len* The November food price index a t 
116*0 percent of the 1947-49 average was 2*7 percent above a year ago but 1*6 percent 
below the August 1957 peak* 

Average prices of meats, poultry, and f i s h dropped 1*6 percent, 
with reductions for most cuts of meat and poultry* Bacon prices f e l l 7*4 percent, pork 
chops 3*0 percent, and frankfurters 0*9 percent* Prices of chickens dropped 0*9 percent 
on the average* Beef and veal prices were down 0*3 percent, led by declines of 0*7 
percent for both round steak and r i b roast* 

Fresh f r u i t prices f e l l 2*1 percent on the average with oranges 
down 6*1 percent and bananas down 4*3 percent* Fresh vegetables were up 2*7 percent as 
sharp seasonal price increases i n tomatoes (14*2 percent; and green beans (8*5 percent) 
more than offset moderate decreases for some other items of the group* Prices of 
processed f r u i t s and vegetables showed l i t t l e change i n general, and f r u i t s and vege-
tables as a whole averaged 0*1 percent higher* 

Egg prices declined seasonally, 1*5 percent* Prices of dairy 
products advanced 0*3 percent, with seasonal increases i n fresh milk more than of fset -
t ing moderate declines i n other items i n th is group* 

Coffee prices dropped 0*7 percent, the i r 12th consecutive monthly 
decrease* Cereal and bakery products increased 0*2 percent, with a l l items advancing 
moderately except f lour which declined s l ight ly * Restaurant meals advanced 0*3 percent* 

HOUSING The r ise of 0*2 percent i n housing was the resul t of price advances 
i n a l l of i t s component subgroups except housefurnishings* Rents 

advanced 0*2 percent, with increases reported i n 14 of the 16 c i t i es surveyed i n 
November* Household operation costs rose 0*5 percent as rates for telephone and domestic 
service continued upward and prices of laundry soaps and detergents also increased* 
Prices of gas, e l e c t r i c i t y , and coal were higher than i n October* Prices of house-
furnishings declined 0*3 percent as 1957 models of appliances were reduced prior to the 
introduction of 1958 models* 

OTHER CCMMCDITIES Most of the advance i n consumer prices i n November was due to the 
AND SERVICES introduction of 1958 model automobiles a t higher l i s t prices and 

with lower dealer discounts* Prices of new cars to consumers aver-
aged 11*5 percent higher than i n October* Gasoline prices also advanced, but prices of 
used cars declined* Higher t rans i t fares i n several c i t i es resulted i n a r ise of 0*7 
percent i n the public transportation index* 
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The reading and recreation index rose 0*9 percent as theatres i n 

several c i t i es charged higher admissions for special features and prices of newspapers 
rose s l ight ly* 

The advance of 0*4 percent i n costs of medical care ref lected 
increased charges for hospital services and higher prices for prescriptions and drugs* 
Personal care was up 0*4 percent because of higher prices for t o i l e t soap, toothpaste, 
and beauty shop services* 

The r ise of 0 .2 percent i n apparel resulted chief ly from increases 
i n prices of women's wool coats and rayon dresses, men's wool suits and topcoats, and 
shoes* 

TABLE 1 s Consumer Price Index—United States c i t y average, a l l items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

Group 

Ind exes (19. 47-A9=100) 

Group 
Novo 
1957 

! Oct. 
1957 

Sept. 
1957 

Nov. 
1956 

June 
1950 

Year 
1939 

121.6 121.1 121.1 117.8 101.8 59.4 
A l l items less food — 124.6 123.7 123.4 120.5 103.0 69.1 
A l l items less shel ter - ! 119.2 118.6 118.7 115.6 100.7 55.4 
A l l commodities—— | 114.7 114.3 114.5 111.8 100.3 51.6 

A l l commodities less food 113.3 112.8 112.6 111.0 99.4 59.4 
Durables 110,9 i I 108.6 108.6 107.9 102.4 57.3 
Non-durables— 117.4 I i 117.0 116.7 114.6 99.0 58.7 

A l l services — — — i ' 139.8 ! 139.2 138.8 133.9 107.9 | 80.4 
A l l services less rent 140.9 i 

i 
J 

140.3 139.8 134.4 107.0 
| 

73.5 

Percent change to November 1957 from 

Oct. Sept. Nov. June Year 
1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

A l l i t e m s — 0 .4 0 .4 3 .2 i 19.4 ' 104.7 
A l l items less f o o d — — — - — — .7 1 .0 3 .4 ! 21.0 ! 80.3 
A l l items less s h e l t e r — — — .5 .4 3.1 [ 18.4 115.2 
A l l commodities- .3 . 2 2 .6 | 14.4 122.3 

A l l commodities less food— .9 1.1 2.5 I 14.5 ; 91.6 
Durables 2 .1 2.1 2.8 I 8.3 j 93.5 
Non-durable s .3 .6 2 .4 ! 18.6 ! 100.0 

A l l services — — — — _ _ _ . 4 .7 4 .4 I 29.6 • 73.9 
A l l services less rent——— I .8 4 .8 31.7 

I 

91.7 
i 
i 

(1947-49=11.00)* 

Nov. Oct. Sept. Nov. June Year 
1957 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

Purchasing power of the consumer d o l l a r - $0.82 $0.83 $0.83 $0.85 $0.98 $1.68 

* To calculate purchasing power of the consumer dol lar on any other base, divide 
the index for the desired base date by the index for the comparison date* 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

November 1957



Released January 21, 1958 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABCR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR DECEMBER 1957 

Consumer prices in United States cities were unchanged on the 
average between November and December, according to the U. S. Department of Labor's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. Lower prices for transportation (principally new and used 
automobiles) and apparel offset slight advances in other major groups of goods and 
services. The December Consumer Price Index at 121.6 (1947-49=100) was 3*1 percent 
higher than a year earlier. 

FOCD Food prices increased slightly (0.1 percent), following a 3-months
f 

seasonal decline, as higher prices of meats more than offset lower 
prices of fresh fruits and eggs* The December food index at 116.1 was 2.8 percent above 
a year ago but 1.5 percent below the August 1957 peak. 

Average prices of meats, poultry, and fish, which ordinarily 
decline in December, were up 1.3 percent, with most items showing increases* Ham prices 
increased 4*5 percent, chuck roast 3*7 percent, chicken 1.5 percent, and round steak 
1.3 percent. 

Prices of fresh fruits fell 3.3 percent on the average, with 
bananas down 9*5 percent and oranges down 6.5 percent seasonally, while apples were up 
6.0 percent. Fresh vegetable prices rose 1*7 percent, showing sharply contrasting 
movements, with tomatoes in a seasonal rise of 21.3 percent and lettuce down 18.6 per-
cent* Most other vegetable prices were higher. Food prices were obtained on December 9, 
10, and 11, one week earlier than usual. Prices shown in this report, therefore, do not 
reflect any changes resulting from the freeze in Florida on December 12-13* Prices of 
canned fruits and vegetables declined 0*2 percent, led by a drop of 1*3 percent for 
canned peaches. 

Egg prices were down 2*7 percent in a seasonal drop. Coffee prices 
declined 0.2 percent, their 13th consecutive monthly decrease. Cereals and bakery 
products increased 0*2 percent, mainly because of a 3*2 percent rise for corn flakes; 
dairy products rose 0.1 percent. Restaurant meal prices advanced 0*1 percent. 

HOUSING The housing index rose 0.2 percent as most of its component sub-
groups were higher* Rent advanced 0.3 percent. Home maintenance 

and repair costs declined 0.1 percent, due largely to lower prices for water heaters. 
Housefurnishings prices were up 0*4 percent, with higher prices for new models and some 
old models of appliances, particularly in the case of refrigerators, washing machines, 
and sewing machines* Rugs, textiles, and kitchenware also rose in price* The increase 
of 0.2 percent in household operation costs reflected further advances in laundry and 
domestic service rates* Prices of solid fuels and fuel oil rose 0.2 percent as both 
anthracite and bituminous coal prices were higher; gas and electric bills were unchanged 
on the average* 

OTHER CCMMCDITIES Transportation costs declined 0*8 percent, due largely to reductions 
AND SERVICES of 2*3 percent in dealers

1

 selling prices of new cars (reflecting 
larger discounts) and a 1*4 percent decline for used cars; prices 

of gasoline and tires also declined, but rates for auto insurance and repair services 
were higher* Public transportation declined 0*2 percent, the first decrease in 5 years, 
as transit fares were reduced substantially in one city. 
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Apparel prices were down 0.3 percent primarily because of wide-
spread reductions in prices of women

1

 s wear, as coats, suits, and other items went on 
sale. Prices of men's and boys

1

 apparel and footwear advanced slightly (0.1 percent). 

The rise of 0.4 percent in the medical care index was due largely 
to a general increase in prices of aspirin, although some advances were reported for 
prescriptions, and fees for professional services continued to advance. Higher prices 
for toothpaste and some other toilet goods caused the personal care index to rise 0.2 
percent. 

Reading and recreation rose 0.2 percent as higher prices for 
television sets and newspapers more than offset reductions for movie admissions. 

TABLE 1: Consumer Price Index—United States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

Q m p 

Dec. 
1957 

Indexes (19A7-A9=100) 
Nov. 

J 2 Z L 

Oct. 

1957 
Dec. 
1956 

June 
1950 

Year 
1939 

All items less f o o d - — — — — 
All items less shelter 
All commodities 

All commodities less food-
Durables 
Non-durables-

All services 
All services less rent-—— 

121.6 
124.5 
119.2 
114.7 
113.6 
110.3 
117.3 
140. 0 
141.1 

All items-
All items less f o o d — — 
All items less shelter-
All commodities 

All commodities less food-
Durables — — 
Non-durablee-

All services 
All services less r e n t — 

1 2 1 . 6 

1 2 4 . 6 

119.2 
114.7 
113.8 
110.9 
117.4 
139.8 
140.9 

121.1 
123.7 
118.6 
114.3 
112.8 
108.6 
117.0 
139.2 
140.3 

118.0 
120.8 
115.7 
111.8 
111.1 
108.0 
114.7 
134.4 
134.9 

101.8 
103.0 
100.7 
100.3 
99.4 
102.4 
99.0 
107.9 
107.0 

59.4 
69.1 
55.4 
51.6 
59.4 
57.3 
58.7 
80.4 
73.5 

Percent change to December 1957 from — 

Nov. 
1957 

0 

0.1 
0 

0 

.2 

.5 

.1 

.1 

.1 

Oct. 
1957 

0.4 
.6 
.5 
.3 
.7 

1.6 
.3 
.6 
.6 

Dec. 
1956 

3.1 
3.1 
3.0 
2.6 
2.3 
2.1 
2.3 
4.2 
4.6 

June 
1950 

19.4 
20.9 
18.4 
14.4 
14.3 
7.7 
18.5 
29.7 
31.9 

Year 
1939 

104.7 
80.2 
115.2 
122.3 
91.2 
92.5 
99.8 
74.1 
92.0 

(1947-49=$1.00)* 

Dec. Nov. Oct. Dec. June Year 
1957 1957 1957 1956 1950 1939 

Purchasing power of the consumer dollar- 10.82 $0.82 $0.83 $0.85 $0.98 $1.68 

* To calculate purchasing power of the consumer dollar on any other base, divide 
the index far the desired base date by the index for the comparison date. 
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Released February 25, 1958 

U.S. DEPARTMENT CF LABGR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR JANUARY 1958 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0*6 percent between 
December 1957 and January 1958, according to the U.S. Department of labor's Bureau of 
Labor Statistics• Sharp increases for fresh fruits and vegetables, following adverse 
weather conditions, and substantial advances for meats, largely due to a reduced volume 
of livestock marketing, were primarily responsible for the rise. Prices of all major 
groups of goods and services except apparel and transportation were higher. 

The January Consumer Price Index was 122.3 percent of the 1947-49 
average, 3*5 percent higher than a year ago. 

FOOD Food prices increased 1.8 percent between December 1957 and 
January 1958 as freezing weather and excessive rains in some 

major producing areas resulted in sharp advances in prices of fresh fruits and vegetables. 
Prices of meats, poultry, and fish also increased markedly. The January food index at 
118.2 was 4.8 percent higher than a year ago and 0.3 percent above the previous high for 
August 1957. 

Fruit and vegetable prices advanced 7.0 percent during the month, 
as fresh vegetables rose 13*3 percent and fresh fruits were up 6.5 percent. ftrices of 
all fresh vegetables rose, led by advances of 54*8 percent for green beans, 20.2 percent 
for tomatoes, 13«0 percent for lettuce, 3*0 percent for potatoes, and 26.0 percent for 
cabbage. Among fresh fruits, prices of oranges were up 10.2 percent, bananas 5.6 per-
cent, apples 2.9 percent, and grapefruit 11.3 percent. Frozen fruits and vegetables 
advanced 10.1 percent in price, mainly because of a 24*4 percent increase for frozen 
orange juice. Canned fruits and vegetables also registered a general advance, led toy 
an increase of 1.3 percent for orange juice. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish increased an average of 4*0 
percent with most items affected. Bacon and hamburger were 7.1 percent higher, chicken 
3«8 percent, round steak 3*7 percent, and pork chops 3 #2 percent. There were also 
substantial increases for ham, chuck roast, rib roast, and leg of lamb. 

Egg prices were down 8.3 percent in a continuing seasonal decline. 
Dairy products as a group showed no change as small declines in fluid milk in a few 
cities were offset by small increases for milk products. A rise of 0.7 percent in 
coffee prices ended a continuous 13-month decline. Cereals and bakery products advanced 
0.5 percent led by increases of 0.7 percent for bread and 2.4 percent for corn flakes. 
Prices of restaurant meals advanced 0.1 percent. 

HOUSING Housing costs were up 0.1 percent as lower housefurnishings prices 
were more than offset by advances for all other component subgroups. 

Rents continued their upward trend with an increase of 0.1 percent. Gas and electric 
bills averaged 1.2 percent higher as increases were reported in several cities* The 
household operation and solid fuels and fuel oil groups were each up 0.1 percent. Prices 
of housefurnishings dropped 0.7 percent, largely as a result of January sales for house-
hold textiles, vacuum cleaners, washing machines, toasters, and some furniture items. 

OTHER COMMODITIES The reading and recreation index rose 1.7 percent, with higher 
AND SERVICES prices for sporting goods and a few reports of higher movie 

admissions and newspaper prices. 
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The rise of 0*6 percent in medical care resulted from scattered 

reports of advances in fees far professional services and hospital rates* Group hospi-
talisation insurance premiums also rose in a fev cities* Higher prices for face cream, 
toothpaste, and services of barber and beauty shops resulted in an advance of 0*6 percent 
for personal care* 

Apparel prices fell 0*7 percent, with widespread seasonal and 
other sales for women's and girls

1

 coats, women's rayon dresses, women's wool and rayon 
suits, men's topcoats, men's and boys

9

 jackets, and cotton yard goods* 

The transportation index declined 0*1 percent as dealers
1

 selling 
prices of new automobiles dropped 1*6 percent and used car prices also were lower) auto-
mobile insurance rates and prices of gasoline were higher* 

TABLE 1s Consumer Price Index—United States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

G f c u d 

lexes (19 47-49=100) 

G f c u d 

Jan. 
1958 

Dec. 
1957 

Nov. 
1957 

Jan. 
1957 

June 
1950 

Tear 
1939 

All items 122.3 121.6 121.6 118.2 101.8 59.4 
All iteas lees food— • --••• • — — — - • — 124.7 124.5 124.6 121.0 103.0 69.1 
All items less shelter- • — —•- . 120.0 119.2 119.2 115.9 100.7 55.4 
All oonaodltles- '

 1 1

 - ,115.4 114.7 114.7 111.9 100.3 51.6 
All eooaodities less f o o d — — — — — 113.5 113.6 113.8 111.2 99.4 59.4 
Parables • 110.5 110.3 110.9 108.2 102.4 57.3 
Hon-durables——— -••--•• --- 117.0 117.3 117.4 114.7 99.0 58.7 

All services—••• — — • - — - .•••.—• 140.5 140.0 139.8 135.0 107.9 80.4 
All services less rent ... 141.7 141.1 140.9 135.6 107.0 73.5 

Percent change to January 1958 from— 

Deo. Nov. Jan. June Tear 
1957 1957 1957 1950 1939 

A l l i t e m s 0.6 0.6 3.5 20.1 105.9 
All items less food-— ••••• .2 .1 3.1 21.1 80.5 
All itens less shelter — • • • .7 .7 3.5 19.2 116.6 
All oo—odltles- •-• • •—— — —' • .6 .6 3.1 15.1 123.6 
All ooBBodities l e s s food--——----—— - .1 - .3 2.1 14.2 91.1 
Durables — — . ....... -. - .2 - .4 2.1 7.9 92.8 
Ron-durables • • - .3 - .3 2.0 18.2 99.3 

All services- •••• • — - • — — .4 .5 4.1 30.2 74.8 
All services less rent-- .4 .6 4.5 32.4 92.8 

(19-47-49=11.00)* 

Jan. Dee. Nov. Jan. June Tear 
1958 1957 1957 1957 1950 1939 

Purchasing power of the consumer dollar—- 10.82 $0.82 •0.82 $0.85 $0.98 •1.68 

* To calculate purchasing power of the consumer dollar on any other base, divide 
the index for the desired base date by the index for the comparison date* 
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Released March 21, 1958 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABCR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR FEBRUARY 1958 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0*2 percent between 
January and February 1958, according to the U*S* Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics* On the average, prices were higher for food, housing, medical care, and 
personal care, but transportation and apparel prices were slightly lower* The Consumer 
Price Index for February was 122.5 (1947-49=100), 3.2 percent higher than a year earlier* 

FOCD The increase of 0*4 percent in prices of food between January and 
February was caused mainly by higher prices for meats, poultry, 

and fresh produce* The February food price index, at 118*7 percent of the 1947-49 
average, was 4*5 percent above a year ago* 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish increased an average of 1*6 
percent, with nearly all items affected* Chicken prices were 3*5 percent higher, bacon 
2*1 percent, chuck roast 3*4 percent, and hamburger 2*4 percent* There were also 
substantial increases for frankfurters and most types of fish* Ham and pork chops 
experienced small increases (0*2 and 0*7 percent, respectively) and rib roast prices 
dropped slightly* 

Fruit and vegetable prices rose 2*1 percent on the average, as 
fresh vegetables increased 3*0 percent and fresh fruits 2*3 percent in mixed movements* 
Most fresh vegetables were substantially higher, with tomatoes, celery, and cabbage up 
5*1, 6,1, and 9*1 percent, respectively* However, carrot prices dropped 8*5 percent and 
lettuce was down 4*5 percent* Among fresh fruits, increases of 3*6 percent for oranges 
and 3*1 percent for apples were partially offset by decreases for grapefruit and lemons* 
Frozen fruits and vegetables were up 2*5 percent, due mainly to a 4*9 percent increase 
in prices of orange juice* Canned fruits and vegetables registered a price advance of 
0*5 percent, with orange juice and tomatoes up 1*6 and 1*5 percent, respectively* 

Egg prices were down 7*1 percent in a continuing seasonal decline* 
Dairy products declined 0*1 percent, with fresh milk prices down in a few cities and 
evaporated milk prices slightly higher* Prices of restaurant meals increased 0*2 percent* 

HOUSING The housing index advanced 0*2 percent as most of its component 
subgroups were higher* Rents were up 0*1 percent, although 

decreases were reported in several cities* Housefurnishings prices rose 0*7 percent as 
household textiles returned to regular prices following January sales, and prices of 
some furniture and floor coverings advanced* Costs of home repairs and maintenance rose 
0*4 percent, largely because of higher prices for water heaters and sink faucets* The 
increase of 0*2 percent in the index for household operation resulted from further 
advances in prices of laundry and dry cleaning services and higher telephone rates in 
some cities* Gas bills were higher in February, with rate increases in two cities

9
 but 

prices of fuel oil declined* 

OTHER CGHMCDITIES There was a'decline of 0*1 percent in transportation prices* 
AND SERVICES Gasoline prices dropped 2*7 percent as a result of price wars in 

several cities* Automobile insurance rates rose substantially, 
transit fares increased in three cities, and railroad fares advanced in the Northeast* 

Apparel prices declined 0*1 percent while medical care and 
personal care were up 0*1 and 0*2 percent, respectively* 
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Released April 23, 1958 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABCR 
Bureau of labor Statistioe 
Washington 25, D* C* 

CONSUME FRIGE INDEX FCR MARCH 1958 

Consumer prloes in United States cities rose 0*7 pereent between 
February and Mureh 1958, aeeording to the U* S* Department of Labor

 f

s Bureau of labor 
Statistics* The largest Monthly advance since July 1956 was principally the result of 
higher prices of foods* The March Consumer Mice Index reached a new high, 123*3 par-
cent of the 1947-49 average and 3*7 percent above the level of March 1957* 

£ £ S Higher prices far fresh fruits and vegetables, Meats, and eggs 
were largely responsible for a rise of 1*8 percent in food prices 

between February and Hsroh* The Maroh food price index at 120*8 percent of the 1947-49 
average was 6*7 percent above a year ago* 

Fruit and vegetable prices were up 5*1 percent on the average* 
fresh vegetables were higher by 12*0 peroent as adveree growing conditions since 
Deoember continued to affect total supplies* Potato prloes rose 19*6 percent, lettuce 
24*5 pereent, onions 22*0 peroent, and all other fresh vegetables prioed also showed 
substantial increases except carrots which declined 3*6 percent* Fresh fruit prices 
were up 2*2 percent on the average, with oranges and apples registering seasonal 
increases of 3*9 and 3*6 percent, respectively, while bananas dropped 2*0 percent* 
Canned fruits and vegetables rose 0*8 percent with snail price increases for panned 
fruits and a 4*0 percent rise in tomatoes more than offsetting slight decreases for peas 
and ooro* 

frioes of seats, poultry, and fish increased 2*1 pereent on the 
average with almost all prioed items higher* Chicken was up 4*8 percent, chuck roast 
4*7 pereent, ham 3*1 percent, frankfurters 2*7 percent, round steak 2*0 peroent, and 
pork chops 1*1 percent* There were slight decreases for bacon and leg of lamb* Fresh 
and frosen fish prices were up 2*7 percent on the average* 

Egg prices increased 11*3 percent from a national average price of 
56*8 cents per dosen to 63*2 cents* Coffee prices fell 1*2 percent* Prices of dairy 
products declined 0*3 percent, with seasonal reductions for fresh milk* The rise of 0*1 
pereent for cereals and bakery products was due mainly to increases in prloes of flour 
and corn flakes* Eriees of restaurant meals rose 0*4 percent* 

HOCBIMQ The housing index was up 0*2 peroent, as increases in rents, 
home-owner costs, and household operation more than offset prioe 

reductions of 1*0 percent in housefuraishings and seasonally lower fuel prices* The rise 
of 0*1 percent in rent was about half the average monthly rate of increase during the 
past year* The increase of 0*6 percent in household operation resulted primarily from 
the introduction of annual changes in water rates, although there were some scattered 
advances for laundry, dry cleaning, and telephone services* Much of the prioe decline 
for housefurnishings resulted from substantial reductions for small appliances, following 
abandonment of fair trade policies by some major manufacturers* Prloes were also lower 
for some larger appliances and rugs* Gas and electrio bills were unchanged on the 
average, but prices of fuel oil declined seasonally* 

OTHER COMMODITIES The reading and recreation index was up 0*3 percent, as higher 
SERVICES movie admission charges for special features were reported in 

several cities* Prices of radios and television sets were lower* 
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The rise of 0.3 percent in medical care resulted from higher prices 
for prescriptions and drugs and fair hospital and professional services, ftich of the 
increase in personal care was the result of increases in prices of cosmetics, although 
toilet soap, cleansing tissues, and beauty shop services were also higher. 

The private transportation index edged up 0.1 percent, largely 
because of higher prices for gasoline, following the termination of price wars in several 
cities. Prices of new and used cars declined 0.5 and 0.4 percent, respectively. Higher 
transit fares caused a rise of 0.3 percent in public transportation. 

Apparel prices were unchanged on the average as scattered slight 
advances for women's wear were offset by small reductions for men's, boys', and infants' 
clothing. 

TABI£ 1» Consumer Price Index—United States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

lafracg (1947-49=109) 

Q r o w 

Mar. 
195§ 

Feb. 
1953 

Jan. 
195$ 

Mar. 
1927 

June 
1 9 5 0 

Tear 
J222 

All items-
All items less food—— 
All items less shelter-
All eoomodities-
All comnodities less food-
Durables-™— 
Non-durable8-

All services-
All services less rent— 

All items-
All items less food-
All items lee8 shelter-
All conmodlties-
All oomodities less food 
D u r a b l e s — • 
Non-durable8-

All services-
All services less rent 

123.3 
125.0 
121.0 
116.4 
113.1 
109.6 
116.9 
141.7 
143.1 

122.5 
124.8 
120.2 
115.5 
113.2 
110.3 
116.7 
141.0 
142.3 

122.3 
124.7 
120.0 
115.4 
113.5 
110.5 
117.0 
140.5 
141.7 

118 
122 
116 
112 
111 
108 
115 
136 
137 

.9 

.0 

.5 

.4 
9 

.6 

.6 

.3 

.1 

101.8 
103.0 
100.7 
100.3 
99.4 
102.4 
99.0 
107.9 
107.0 

59.4 
69.1 
55.4 
51.6 
59.4 
57.3 
58.7 
80.4 
73.5 

Percent change to March 1958 from — 

Feb. 
1958 

0.7 
.2 
.7 
.8 
.1 
.6 
.2 
.5 
.6 

Jan. 
1958 

0.8 
.2 
.8 
.9 
.4 
.8 
.1 
.9 
1.0 

Mar. 
1957 

3.7 
2.5 
3.9 
3.6 
1.1 
.9 
1.1 
4.0 
4.4 

June 
1950 

21.1 
21.4 
20.2 
16.1 
13.8 
7.0 
18.1 
31.3 
33.7 

Tear 
1939 

107.6 
80.9 
118.4 
125.6 
90.4 
91.3 
99.1 
76.2 
94.7 

(1947-49=41.00)* 

Mar. Feb. Jan. Mar. June Tear 
1958 1958 1958 1957 1950 1939 

Itarchasing power of the consumer dollar- 10.81 10.82 $0.82 10.84 •0.98 #1.68 

* To calculate purchasing power of the consumer dollar on any other base, divide 
the index for the desired base date by the index for the comparison date. 
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Released May 22, 1958 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF IABCR 
Bureau of labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D* C* 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR APRIL 1958 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0*2 percent between 
March and April 1958, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics* A seasonal advance in food prices, particularly fresh produce, was largely 
responsible for the increase, .although housing, medical care, and personal care were also 
higher* Transportation and apparel prices declined* 

The April Consumer Price Index was 123*5 (1947-49=100), 3*5 per-
cent higher than in April 1957* 

FOCD The increase of 0*7 percent in prices of food between March and 
April was the result of substantial price increases in the fruits 

and vegetables and seats, poultry, and fish groups, which more than offset decreases in 
the "other foods at home" and dairy products groups* The April food price index at 121*6 
percent of the 1947-49 average was 6*9 percent above a year ago* 

The increase of 4*5 percent in prices of fruits fluid vegetables 
represented the joint effect of seasonal Influences plus a continuation of the effects of 
prior adverse growing conditions* Fresh fruit prices were up 9*4 percent over the month, 
with advances of 14*4* 9«4# and 10*4 percent for oranges, apples, and grapefruit, 
respectively, while banana prices dropped 6*2 percent* Fresh vegetable prices rose 2*9 
percent on the average as potato prices advanced 12*6 percent, tomatoes 10*2 percent, 
onions 24*1 percent, fluod celery 20*7 percent* Green beans returned to the market at 
prices substantially lower than when they were last available* Carrots and lettuce 
declined 11*0 and 3*7 percent, respectively* Increases in prices of canned tomatoes and 
canned and frosen orange juice more than offset modest decreases for canned peaches and 
peas. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish advanced 1*3 percent on the 
average with higher prices for most meats only partially offset by a 4«1 percent decrease 
for chicken* Bacon rose 3*2 percent in price, hamburger 5*6 percent, chuck roast 2*7 
percent, round steak 2*6 percent, and frankfurters, rib roast, and pork chops about 2 
percent each* Fish prices were up 0*4 percent on the average* 

Egg prices dropped 6*7 percent to a national average price of 
59 cents per dozen* Coffee prices were down 0*8 percent* Prices of dairy products 
declined 1*4 percent with fresh milk down about 2*0 percent seasonally and butter down 
1*4 percent* Cereal and bakery product prices were unchanged on the average* Prices of 
restaurant meals rose 0*2 percent* 

HOUSING The housing index advanced 0*2 percent, as most of its component 
subgroups rose* Rent, gas and electricity, and housefurnishings 

were up 0*1 percent each, while household operation costs rose 0*2 percent* Home-
ownership costs also were higher, due largely to the* increase in interest rates on 
TA-insured mortgages* The decline of 1*8 percent in prices of solid fuels and fuel oil 
resulted from seasonal reductions of 4*3 percent for euithracite and 2*4 percent for fuel 
oil* 

OTHER COMMODITIES The rise of 0*3 percent in costs of medical care reflected higher 
AND SERVICES rates for professional services, hospital room rates, and 

prescriptions* Group hospitalization premiums showed no change* 
The personal care index was up 0*2 percent, largely because of higher prices for 
toiletries, particularly face cream* 
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The transportation index declined 0.3 percent as gasoline prices 
dropped 1.1 percent to their lowest level in 16 months. Dealers' prices of- new cars fell 
0.7 percent, and tires 0.9 percent. Used Oar prices rose 0.9 percent and there were 
8mall advances for auto insurance and local transit fares. 

Apparel prices declined 0.1 percent as reductions due to clear-
ance sales for women's coats, suits, and rayon dresses more than offset higher prices 
for nan's slacks and suits and men's and women's shoes. 

The reading and recreation index showed no change. Lower prices 
for television and radio sets were offset toy increased rates for TV repairs and 
newspapers. 

TABIE 11 Consumer Price Index—United States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

Q m p 

Apr. 

195? 

2.as 
Mar. 
1959 

ereg (1947-49=1 99) 
Feb. 

1953, 
Apr. 

1957 

June 

1959 

All i t e m s - — — 
All items less food 
All items less s h e l t e r -
All commodities-

All commodities less food-
Durables— 
Non-durables-

All s e r v i c e s -
All services less rent-

123.5 
125.0 
121.2 
116.6 
112.8 
109.6 
116.6 
142.1 
143.5 

123.3 
125.0 
121.0 
116.4 
113.1 
109.6 
116.9 
141.7 
143.1 

122.5 
124.8 
120.2 
115.5 
113.2 
110.3 
116.7 
141.0 
142.3 

119. 
122, 
116, 
112, 
112, 
108, 
115, 
136. 
137, 

101.8 
103.0 
100.7 
100.3 
99.4 
102.4 
99.0 
107.9 
107.0 

Percent change to April 1958 from 

All items-
All items less food-
All items less s h e l t e r — — 
All aoimnodities-

All commodities less food-
Durables 
Non-durables-

All s e r v i c e s -
All services less rent-

Mar. 
1958 

Feb. 
1958 

Apr. 
1957 

June 
1950 

Year 
19?9 

0.2 0.8 3.5 21.3 107.9 
0 .2 2.2 21.4 80.9 
.2 .8 3.7 20.4 118.8 
.2 1.0 3.4 16.3 126.0 

- .3 - .4 .6 13.5 89.9 
0 - .6 .7 7.0 91.3 

- .3 - .1 .7 17.8 98.6 
.3 .8 4.0 31.7 76.7 
.3 .8 4.3 34.1 95.2 

(1947-49=41.00)* 

Apr. Mar. Feb. Apr. June Year 
1958 1958 1958 1957 1950 1939 

Purchasing power of the consumer d o l l a r - $0.81 •0.81 10.82 $0.84 $0.98 $1.68 

* To calculate purchasing power of the consumer dollar on any other base, divide 
the index for the desired base date by the index for the comparison date. 
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Released June 24, 1958 

U.S. DEPARTMENT CF LABCR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25 > D* C» 

CONSUlffiR F R I G E I N D E X F O R M A I 1 9 5 8 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0*1 percent between 
April and May 1958, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics* Higher Medical care and transportation prices were largely responsible for 
the moderate advance, as average prices of food and apparel were unchanged and reading 
and recreation declined* Services advanced 0*1 percent, while commodity prices 
(including food) were unchanged, with a slight increase in prices of durables offsetting 
lower prices for non-durables* 

The May Consumer Price Index was 123*6 percent of the 1947-49 
average, 3*3 percent higher than in May 1957* 

FOOD Food prices were unchanged on the average between April and May 
after advancing during the past 5 months* Higher prices for meats, 

poultry, and fresh fruits were offset by price reductions for fresh vegetables, eggs, and 
fresh milk* The May food price index at 121*6 percent of the 1947-49 average was 6*1 
percent above a year ago* 

The increase of 0*5 percent in prices of fresh fruits and vegetables 
was the net effect of widely divergent movements, with fruits generally up and vegetables 
generally down* Fresh fruit prices were up 4*7 percent on the average with apples up 18*3 
percent, grapefruit 14*4 percent, and bananas 5*6 percent* Prices of oranges were down 
4*8 percent* Fresh vegetable prices dropped 3*5 percent, as favorable growing conditions 
resulted in more plentiful supplies* ftrioes of potatoes, onions, and tomatoes declined 
for the first time this year, 7*6, 16*8, and 3«7 percent, respectively, while lettuce was 
up 7*6 percent and celery 11*0 percent* Prices of frozen fruits and vegetables increased 
0*6 percent, due mainly to a 1*2 percent price increase in orange juice concentrate; 
canned fruits and vegetables were up 0*8 percent largely because of increases of 2*7 
percent for orange juice and 2*4 percent for tomatoes* 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish increased 0*6 percent on the 
average* Chicken prices advanced 2*0 percent and smaller increases were reported for 
bacon, hamburger, frankfurters, and canned luncheon meat* Chuck roast, ham, and leg of 
lamb were lower in price on the average* 

Egg prices decreased 4*0 percent and coffee was down 1*0 percent 
while the price per ounce of chocolate bars rose 3*3 percent* Prices of dairy products 
decreased 0*6 percent with a continuing seasonal decline of 0*8 percent in prices of 
fresh milk* Prices of restaurant meals advanced 0*2 percent* 

H00SING The rise of 0*1 percent in the housing index reflected increases of 
0*1 percent for rent, 0*3 percent for home repairs and maintenance, 

and 0*4 percent for gas and electricity* Prices of the solid fuels and fuel oil group 
dropped 1*9 percent principally because of seasonal reductions in coal prices* House-
furnishings prices were unchanged on the average as customary May white sale prices for 
sheets, towels, and curtains and lower prices for floor coverings were offset by 
increases in prices of dinnerware and some furniture items* 

OTHER COMMCDITIES Medical care costs rose 0*7 percent, mainly because of increases in 
AND SERVICES premiums for two group hospitalisation plans affecting four cities* 

Rates for professional and hospital services also were higher* 
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The average price increase of 0*3 percent in transportation 

reflected higher prices for gasoline, following termination of price wars in several 
cities, and for used oars; prices of new oars and tires were lover* 

The reading and recreation group declined 0.3 percent, primarily 
because of lower movie admission charges and prices of television sets and radios* News-
paper prices advanced in two small cities and TV repair services were slightly higher* 

Apparel prices were unchanged on the average* Prices were somewhat 
lower for men's sport shirts, underwear, work gloves, and street shoes* Higher prices 
were reported for women's cotton and rayon dresseB and shoes* 

Personal care and "other goods and services'
1

 remained at their 
April levels* 

TABLE 1s Consumer Price Index—United States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected dates 

I odezes (194,7-4.9=100) 
May April March May June Xear 

Grout* 1958 1958 1958 1957 1950 1939 

All items 123.6 123.5 123.3 119.6 101.8 59.4 
All items lass food 125.1 125.0 125.0 122.3 103.0 69.1 
All itens 1MS shelter-" • • — 121.3 121.2 121.0 117.1 100.7 55.4 
All coMBodltiea- • ••• • — 116.6 116.6 116.4 113.0 100.3 51.6 

All comnodities less f o o d — — — — - 112.9 112.8 113.1 111.8 99.4 59.4 
Durables--—— •»•••• •••—-- 109.7 109.6 109.6 108.3 102.4 57.3 
Boa-durable a ••-—.• .•— •• — - — — — — 116.5 116.6 116.9 115.6 99.0 58.7 

A H services- ——•-——.. ...i... — 142.3 142.1 141.7 137.2 107.9 80.4 
All services less rent----- - 143.8 143.5 143.1 138.1 107.0 73.5 

Percent change to May 1958 from — 

April March May June Xear 
1958 1958 1957 1950 1939 

All items 0.1 0.2 3.3 21.4 108.1 
All items less f o o d - — — .1 .1 2.3 21.5 81.0 
A H items less s h e l t e r — — — — — — — .1 .2 3.6 20.5 119.0 
All commodities- ••• - •' .—--——... 0 .2 3.2 16.3 126.0 
All commodities less f o o d — — — .1 - .2 1.0 13.6 90.1 

D u r a b l e s — — —-•••-- — — - -- .1 .1 1.3 7.1 91.4 
Non-durables—— — - .1 - .3 .8 17.7 98.5 

All services--"-—- ••• •- — — . • .1 .4 3.7 31.9 77.0 
All services less r e n t — — — - — .2 .5 4.1 34.4 95.6 

(1947-49=11.00)* 

May April March May June lear 
1958 1958 1958 1957 1950 1939 

Purchasing paver of the consumer dollar- •0.81 10.81 10.81 10.84 •0.98 •1.68 

* To calculate purchasing power of the consumer dollar on any other base, divide 
the index for the desired base date by the index for the comparison date* 
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Released July 23, 1958 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR JUNE 1958 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0*1 percent between 
May and June 1958, according to the U. S. Department of Labor

1

 s Bureau of Labor 
Statistics . There were slight advances in prices of transportation, reading and recre-
ation, medical care, and personal care, while all other major groups remained at their 
May levels* 

The Consumer Price Index for June 1958 was 123/7 (1947-49=100), 2.9 
percent higher than a year earlier* 

FOOD Food prices remained unchanged on the average for the second 
successive month as sharp declines in fresh vegetable prices offset 

advances in prices of fresh fruits, meats, and restaurant meals* The June food price 
index, at 121,6, was 4*6 percent above a year ago* 

Prices of fresh vegetables dropped 17*7 percent during the month 
as plentiful supplies relieved earlier shortages. Tomato prices fell 35 »6 percent, 
lettuce 27*0 percent, potatoes 10.7 percent, green beans 24»9 percent, celery 13• 5 per-
cent, cabbage 17*1 percent, and onions 7*4 percent. Prices of carrots were up 5«1 
percent. Fresh fruit prices advanced 9*4 percent on the average, due largely to a 
seasonal increase in prices of apples (22.6 percent) and a 2.8 percent rise in orange 
prices. Fresh striawberries were down 19«4 percent, however. Prices of processed fruits 
and vegetables rose as a result of further increases in prices of canned and frozen 
orange juice and canned tomatoes. 

The increase of 1.5 percent in prices of meats, poultry, and fish 
reflected price advances for most items. Most important were higher pork prices, with 
pork chops up 5*1 percent and bacon 1.8 percent. Prices of canned luncheon meat and 
frankfurters were up about 2.0 percent, while beef and veal prices averaged 0.7 percent 
higher* 

Cereals and bakery products were up 0.1 percent on the average as 
higher bread prices more than offset a reduction in prices of flour. Dairy products 
declined 0.1 percent due mainly to continued seasonal declines in prices of fresh milk 
and butter. The "other foods at home" subgroup declined 0.5 percent with eggs down 2.6 
percent and coffee down 0.6 percent, although sugar prices increased 1.2 percent. 
Restaurant meal prices increased 0.4 percent on the average. 

HOUSING Housing costs failed to rise between May and June for the first 
month since July 1957 as lower home-owner costs offset small 

increases in other component subgroups. Rents continued their upward trend with a rise 
of 0.1 percent. 

Housefurnishings prices were up 0.1 percent. Higher prices were 
reported for.sheets, following May white sales. Some dealers reduced the discounts for 
small appliances offered earlier after abandonment of fair trade policies by some manu-
facturers* Prices were lower for bedroom furniture, rugs, and washing machines. 

Home maintenance and repair costs rose 0.3 percent, primarily 
because of higher installation charges for water heaters, sinks, and faucets, and 
increased rates for repair services. 

The advance of 0.2 percent in household operation resulted from 
further increases in rates for domestic service, laundry, and dry cleaning. Gas and 
electric bills averaged 0.3 percent higher and prices of other fuels were up 0.1 percent. 
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OTHER COMMODITIES The price rise of 0.1 percent for transportation was largely the 
AND SERVICES result of higher transit fares in two cities. Private transporta-

tion prices were unchanged on the average as lower prices for 
gasoline and tires offset seasonally higher used car prices. New car prices averaged 
about the same as in May. 

Medical and personal care each increased 0.1 percent, with 
scattered advances in doctors' fees, hospital services, and some toilet articles. 

Higher prices for newspapers and television sets more than offset 
slight reductions in prices of radios and movie admissions, resulting in a rise of 0.1 
percent for reading and recreation. 

Apparel prices were unchanged on the average as lower prices of 
men's, boys', and infants' wear were offset by slight advances in prices of women's and 
girls' clothing and footwear. 

TABLE 1t Consumer Price Index—United States city average, all items and special groups 
Indexes and percent changes for selected date? 

G t o u p 
June 
1959 

J o e 

May 
195? 

i W W 9 ( 1 9 4 7 - 4 9 = 1 Q Q ) 

April 
1322. 

June 
1957 

June 
1959 

Year 
1939 

All items-
All items less food 
All items less shelter— 
All commodities 
All commodities less f o o d — 
Durables 
Non-durable8— 

All services 
All services less rent-

All items-
All items less food 
All items less shelter-
All commodities-
All commodities less food-

D u r a b l e s — - — — 
Non-durable s-

All services 
All services less rent-

123.7 
125.2 
121.4 
116.6 
112.9 
109.6 
116.7 
142.3 
143.8 

123.6 
125.1 
121.3 
116.6 
112.9 
109.7 
116.5 
142.3 
143.8 

123.5 
125.0 
121.2 
116.6 
112.8 
109.6 
116.6 
142.1 
143.5 

120.2 
122.5 
117.8 
113.7 
111.9 
108.4 
115.8 
137.5 
138.4 

101.8 
103.0 
100.7 
100.3 
99.4 
102.4 
99.0 
107.9 
107.0 

59.4 
69.1 
55.4 
51.6 
59.4 
57.3 
58.7 
80.4 
73.5 

Percent change to June 1958 from 

May 
1959 
0.1 
.1 
.1 
0 

0 

.1 

.2 
0 

0 

April 
1953 

0.2 
.2 
.2 
0 

.1 
0 

.1 

.1 

.2 

June 
1957 

2.9 
2.2 
3.1 
2.6 
.9 
1.1 
.8 

3.5 
3.9 

June 
1959 

21.5 
21.6 
20.6 
16.3 
13.6 
7.0 
17.9 
31.9 
34.4 

Year 
1939 

1 0 8 . 2 

8 1 . 2 

119.1 
126.0 
90.1 
91.3 
98.8 
77.0 
95.6 

(1947-49=11. ,00)* 

June May April June June Year 
1958 1958 1958 1957 1950 1939 

Purchasing power of the consumer dollar- •0.81 $0.81 10.81 $0.83 •0.98 •1.68 

* To calculate purchasing power of the consumer dollar on any other base, divide 
the indent for the desired base date by the index for the comparison date. 
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Released August 22, 1958 

U.S. DEFARTMLNT OF LAB® 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, B. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR JULY 1958 

Consumer prices in United States cities increased 0.2 percent between 
June and July 1958, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. Higher prices for transportation, food, and medical care accounted for the 
advance. Prices of housing and recreation declined slightly. 

The July Consumer Price Index was 123.9 percent of the 1947-49 
average, 2.6 percent higher than in July 1957. 

TRANSPORTATION The advance of 1.0 percent in transportation costs, both private and 
public, was the largest factor in the price rise in July. Gasoline 

prices rose 2.2 percent as price wars ended in several citieso Prices of used cars 
increased 2.9 percent, but new car prices were unchanged on the average. Transit fares 
advanced 1.1 percent, because of increases in five cities. 

FOCD Food prices were up 0.1 percent during the month, as higher prices of 
pork, eggs, and milk more than offset price reductions for fresh 

fruits and vegetables. The July food price index, at 121.7, was 3.7 percent higher than 
in July 1957. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish averaged 0.8 percent higher. 
Pork prices rose 2.0 percent, with increases of 3 #6 percent for bacon, 1.1 percent for 
chops, and 0.9 percent for ham. Prices of beef and veal were down 0.2 percent, with 
fractional declines for all items except hamburger. Poultry prices declined 0.5 percent. 

Prices of fruits and vegetables dropped 1.8 percent, primarily 
because of more plentiful supplies of fresh produce. Fresh fruit prices fell 4.1 percent, 
with a sharp reduction for watermelons. (Peaches, priced for the first time this season, 
were substantially lower than last season). Prices of bananas and lemons were slightly 
lower, but orange prices rose seasonally. Fresh vegetable prices were down 1.8 percent, 
as tomato prices fell 7.4 percent, celery 8.4 percent, cabbage 12.1 percent, and potatoes 
1.0 percent. Prices of lettuce, carrots, and sweet potatoes were higher. Processed 
fruits and vegetables were higher on the average, largely because of further increases 
in prices of both frozen and canned orange juice. 

Prices of eggs and fresh milk rose seasonally but coffee prices 
continued to decline. Restaurant meal prices were up 0.1 percent. 

MEDICAL CARE The medical care index was up 0.5 percent, primarily because of 
substantial increases in rates for group hospitalization insurance 

in Minneapolis, Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh. Hospital room rates and fees for dentists' 
and physicians

1

 services also advanced. Prices of prescriptions and drugs declined 
slightly. 

HOUSING The decline of 0.1 percent in housing was the result of lower prices 
for home repairs and maintenance and housefurnishings, which more 

than offset advances in other housing subgroups© Prices of home maintenance dropped 0.6 
percent, with reductions in prices of water heaters and paint; prices of painting 
services, however, were higher. Housefurnishings prices declined 0.1 percent with lower 
prices for sheets, as some retailers began their white sales in July. Floor coverings 
prices also declined slightly, as did prices of vacuum cleaners and refrigerators. 
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Rents continued their upward movement, with an increase of 0*1 
percent. Increases of 0*8 percent in prices of both anthracite and bituminous coal 
raised the solid fuels and fuel oil index 0.5 percent. Slightly higher gas bills 
resulted in an increase of 0.1 percent in the gas and electricity subgroup. The rise of 
0.1 percent in household operation vas largely due to higher rates for telephone service 
in one city, although laundry and dry cleaning services were also higher. Frices of 
laundry soap and detergents declined. 

OTHER COMMODITIES The rise of 0.2 percent in personal care reflected scattered increases 
AND SERVICES for barber and beauty shop services, and some toiletries. Prices of 

toilet soap and cleansing tissues were lover. 

Apparel prices averaged unchanged for the third consecutive month, 
as 8ale prices for men

f

s summer suits, trousers, and shoes, and boys
1

 sport shirts 
offset advances in prices of men's regular weight suits and girls' cotton dresses. 

The reading and recreation group declined 0.1 percent as price 
reductions for sporting goods and radios more than offset higher prices for television 
sets and repair services, movie admissions, and newspapers. 
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Released September 19, 1958 

U.S. DEPARTMENT QF LABCR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, B* C. 

CONSUMER HI ICE INDEX FCR AUGUST 1958 

Consumer prices in United States cities declined 0.2 percent between 
July and August 1958, for the first decrease in tvo years, according to the U*S. Depart-
ment of labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics* Lover food prices vere primarily responsible 
for the decline, although apparel prices also fell* Transportation, housing, medical 
care, and recreation costs vere higher* 

The Consumer Price Index for August 1958 vas 123*7 (1947-49=100), 
2*2 percent higher than a year ago* 

FOCD Food prices dropped 0*8 percent during the month as lover prices of 
fresh fruits and vegetables, meats, and poultry more than offset 

higher prices for eggs, milk, and restaurant meals* The August food index at 120*7 was 
2*4 percent higher than a year ago* 

Prices of fruits and vegetables dropped 5*3 percent as plentiful 
supplies of fresh produce continued to reach the market* Prices of fresh vegetables 
vere dovn 12*2 percent* Potato prices fell 12*3 percent, tomatoes 26*4 percent, celery 
16*4 percent, green beans 15*0 percent, lettuce 7*5 percent, onions 7*3 percent, and 
cabbage 8*7 percent* Prices of carrots and sweet potatoes vere higher* Fresh fruit 
prices dropped 5*7 percent, with watermelons dovn 21*1 percent, grapes dovn 20*2 percent, 
and peaches dovn 14«0 percent* Banana prices vere up 14*6 percent* Processed fruits 
and vegetables prices vere scmevhat higher on the average largely because of further 
increases in prices of canned and ffosen orange juice* 

Prices of meats fell 0*9 percent, vith lover prices for most cuts* 
All beef prices were dovn, vith chuck roast declining 3*7 percent, round steak 2*1 per-
cent, and hamburger and rib roast 1*5 percent* Pork chops vere dovn in price 2*3 
percent and ham 0*4 percent, but bacon vas up 1*5 percent* Leg of lamb prices declined 
1*3 percent vhile frankfurters and luncheon meats vere slightly higher

0
 Prices of 

frying chickens dropped 4*8 percent as supplies continued to increase* 

Egg prices shoved a seasonal Increase of 5*7 percent* Milk prices 
continued up seasonally and coffee prices continued to decline* Prices of restaurant 
meals rose 0*4 percent* 

AffARfiL Apparel prices declined 0*1 percent, reflecting videspread reductions 
for men's and boys

1

 sport shirts, men's socks, slacks, shorts, and 
suits and women's nylon hose* These reductions vere partly offset by higher prices for 
vomen's rayon dresses, children's and vomen's shoes and shoe repair services* 

TRANSPORTATION Private transportation costs vere up 0*6 percent, largely because of 
further advances in prices of used cars and gasoline (up 2*0 percent 

and 1*1 percent, respectively)* Tire prices and auto insurance rates also advanced* 
frices of nev cars and auto repair services were slightly lover* 

HOUSING The housing index rose 0*2 percent, reflecting advances in most of 
its component subgroups* Rents were up 0*2 percent, as increases 

vere reported in most of the cities surveyed* Household operation rose 0
o
7 percent, 

chiefly as a result of the increase in postage rates* Seasonal advances in prices of 
fuel oil, anthracite, and bituminous coal caused a rise of 1©0 percent in the solid fuels 
and fuel oil subgroup* Gas and electric bills rose 0*4 percent on the average, following 
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rate increase8 In several cities* Partially offsetting these advances were decreases of 
0*2 percent for bene repairs and maintenance and 0*7 percent for housefurnishings, as 
customary August white sales brought lower prices for household textiles* 

OTHER COMMODITIES The rise of 0*3 percent in medical care reflected higher premiums 
AND SERVICES for group hospitalisation insurance in three small cities, higher 

fees for professional and hospital services, and increased prices of 
prescriptions and drugs* 

Reading and recreation increased 0*1 percent, due largely to higher 
prices for television sets* 
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Released October 23, 1958 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LA 
Bureau of labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR SEPTEMBER 1958 

Consumer prices in United States cities were unchanged on the 
average between August and September 1953, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's 
Bureau of labor Statistics. Lover prices for food, personal care, and reading and 
recreation offset higher prices for apparel, medical care, and transportation. 

The September Consumer Price Index remained at 123 #7 percent of the 
1947-4-9 average, 2.1 percent higher than in September 1957. 

FOCD Food prices dropped 0.3 percent during the month as lower prices of 
fresh fruits and vegetables, pork, poultry, and coffee more than 

offset higher prices for eggs, milk, and bread. The September food price index at 120.3 
was 2.8 percent higher than a year ago. 

Prices of fruits and vegetables declined 3*4 percent. Fresh fruit 
prices fell 5.9 percent, due primarily to a sharp reduction in prices of apples, as new 
supplies were harvested. Prices of bananas and grapes were down 10*3 and 9*7 percent 
respectively. Orange prices advanced 8.7 percent and peaches 3*5 percent. Prices of 
fresh vegetables fell 5.3 percent in a general decline which was led by decreases of 
11.6 percent for white potatoes and 26.4 percent for sweet potatoes® Trices of fresh 
tomatoes were down 5*9 percent, onions 4*3 percent, and carrots 4*1 percent, but green 
beans were 13*3 percent higher and lettuce was up 7.5 percent* Prices of processed 
fruits and vegetables averaged 0.7 percent higher as canned orange juice advanced 5*3 
percent, while canned tomatoes declined 4*0 percent. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish declined 1.6 percent on the 
average. There were reductions of 2.9 percent for pork and 4*5 percent for frying 
chickens as marketings of hogs increased seasonally and supplies of young chickens 
reached new highs. Bacon prices fell 3.8 percent, ham 3.7 percent, and pork chops 1.2 
percent. All beef cuts showed small price declines (less than 0.5 percent), but veal 
cutlets and leg of lamb rose slightly. Frankfurter prices were 1.3 percent lower. 

Eggs registered a price increase of 13.0 percent, about twice the 
usual seasonal rise. Coffee prices dropped 3.2 percent to their lowest level since 
July 1950. 

Prices of dairy products increased seasonally, reflecting a 1.3 
percent advance for fresh milk and a 1.5 percent advance for butter. Cereals and 
bakery products rose 0.5 percent, due largely to a rise of 1.0 percent in bread prices. 
Prices of restaurant meals rose 0.1 percent. 

MEDICAL CARE The advance of 0.8 percent in medical care prices was due largely 
to higher rates for group hospitalization insurance in several 

cities, but there were also some increases in fees of physicians and dentists and some 
scattered increases in prices of drugs and prescriptions. 

APPAREL Apparel prices rose 0.5 percent. Higher prices were reported for 
men's topcoats, women's coats and suits, and girls

1

 coats. Among 
year-round apparel items, there were increases for women's rayon dresses and men's suits, 
but prices were lower for boys' suits, men's and girls' sweaters, women's rayon skirts, 
and nylon hose. 
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TRANSPORTATION Public and private transportation costs each rose 0.2 percent. 
Higher prices for used cars, tires, and auto repairs were partially 

offset by reductions in prices of gasoline and 1958 model new cars* 

HOUSING The housing index remained at its August level, although most of its 
component subgroups were higher. These advances were offset by 

decreases in costs of home ownership, especially mortgage interest rates, which dropped 
substantially since the last semiannual pricing* Housefurnishings prices rose 0.3 per-
cent as regular prices were reported for some furniture and textile items following 
August sales. Seasonal advances in prices of coal and fuel oil resulted in a rise of 
1.2 percent for the solid fuels and fuel oil group. Higher gas rates in two cities were 
responsible for the increase of 0.4 percent for gas and electricity. Rent and household 
operation costs continued to rise, with increases of 0.1 percent each. 

OTHER CCMMCDITIES Reading and recreation prices declined 0.1 percent largely because 
AND SERVICES of lower prices for television and radio sets. The decline of 0.2 

percent in personal care resulted primarily from price reductions 
for toiletries, especially shampoo. 
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Released November 25, 1958 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABCR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR OCTOBER 1958 

Consumer prices in United States cities were unchanged on the 
average between September arxl October as lower food prices offset advances in most other 
groups of goods and services, the U.S. Department of Labor

1

 s Bureau of Labor Statistics 
reported today. 

The October Consumer Price Index remained at 123«7 percent of the 
1947-49 average, 2.1 percent higher than a year ago. This was the second consecutive 
month since the August decrease that the Index has remained stable. 

FOOD Food prices dropped 0.5 percent during the month largely because of 
lower prices of eggs, pork, poultry, and apples. This third 

successive monthly decline brought the October food price index to 119*7, 1
#
6 percent 

below the July 1958 peak, but 2.8 percent higher than in October 1957. 

Egg prices, beginning their seasonal decline a month earlier* than 
usual, fell 7.2 percent, and coffee prices continued downward with a decrease of 0.5 
percent. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish averaged 1.0 percent lower. All 
cuts of pork declined, with bacon prices down 5.1 percent, pork chops 1.3 percent, and 
ham 0.8 percent. Prices of frying chickens dropped percent, to bring the poultry 
index to its lowest level since December 1942* Beef, veal, and lamb prices were gener-
ally higher as most cuts rose moderately. 

Prices of dairy products advanced 0.4 percent, mainly because of 
higher prices of fresh milk. An increase of 0.3 percent in cereals and bakery products 
reflected higher bread prices in several cities. A rise of 0.2 percent in prices of 
fruits and vegetables concealed widely divergent movements among individual items. 
Fresh fruit prices fell 1.5 percent (with apples down 14.9 percent), offsetting an 
advance of 2.2 percent in fresh vegetable prices, due principally to increases of 14.3 
percent for lettuce, 17.2 percent for tomatoes, and 14*6 percent for green beans. 
However, prices of potatoes were down 5.5 percent. Canned fruits and vegetables were 
up 0.8 percent as an increase for orange juice more than offset a decrease for tomatoes. 

Prices of restaurant meals were 0.1 percent lower, the first decline 
since June 1956. 

TRANSPORTATION The index for the transportation group advanced 1.0 percent. New 
car prices rose 4*2 percent as higher prices of incoming 1959 models 

outweighed slight declines in dealers
1

 selling prices of 1958 models. Prices of used 
cars and tires also advanced, but gasoline prices declined in a number of cities• 

MEDICAL CARE Medical care costs were 0.4 percent higher * Group hospitalization 
insurance premiums advanced in some cities and fees for professional 

services were higher. Prices of prescriptions also increased slightly. 

OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices increased 0.2 percent, as higher prices for women's 
AND SERVICES and girls

1

 wear more than offset reductions in prices of men's and 
boys

1

 clothing. Prices of footwear were unchanged on the average. 
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The increase of 0.1 percent in personal care was largely due to 
scattered advances in prices of barber and beauty shop services* 

Housing costs were unchanged on the average as lower prices for 
housefurnishings and decreases in homeowner costs offset advances in other components. 
Rents rose 0.1 percent and g£us bills were 0®2 percent higher. Bituminous coal prices 
rose 0.5 percent and anthracite 0.6 percent, but prices of fuel oil declined slightly. 
The increase of 0.2 percent in household operation reflected higher prices for laundry 
and dry cleaning services and for laundry soaps and detergents. Housefurnishings prices 
declined 0.2 percent, as reductions in prices of major appliances and bedroom and dining 
room furniture more than offset higher prices for such items as sheets, toasters, and 
kitchenware. 
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Released December 23, 1958 

U.S. DEPARTMENT (F LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR NOVEMBER 1958 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0*2 percent between 
November 1958 according to the U.S. Department of labor's Bureau of Labor 
Most groups of goods and services advanced in price, with transportation 
largest increase, due to higher prices for 1959 model automobiles. Prices 
gasoline were lower. 

The Consumer Price Index in November regained the previous peak of 
123.9 (1947-49=100) reached in July. The November index was 1.9 percent higher than a 
year ago. 

TRANSPORTATION Prices of transportation items were up 1.3 percent, led by a rise 
of 6*4 percent in dealers

1

 selling prices of new cars as more 1959 
models became available. Prices of tires also advanced. Gasoline prices dropped 2.2 
percent, with substantial reductions in several cities. Public transportation costs 
rose 0*4 percent, as fare increases were granted several eastern railroads, and transit 
fares advanced in Baltimore. 

EOCP Food prices were down 0.3 percent in November, their fourth consecu-
tive monthly decline, with seasonal reductions in prices of pork, 

fresh fruits, and eggs. The November food index at 119.4 was 2.9 percent higher than a 
year ago but 1.9 percent below the July 1958 peak. 

Average prices of meats, poultry, and fish as a group dropped 1.0 
percent due largely to reductions for all cuts of pork. Most other items of the group 
showed modest increases. Bacon prices were down 6.2 percent, pork chops 1.7 percent, 
and ham 0.4 percent. Frankfurters were also down (0.5 percent) but all cuts of beef, 
leg of lamb, and canned luncheon meat were higher. Poultry and fish prices increased 
slightly on the average. 

The "other foods at home* group declined 0.5 percent as the prices 
of eggs dropped 1.7 percent and coffee prices were down 0.4 percent in a continuing 
decline. 

A net increase of 0*1 percent for fruits and vegetables resulted 
from widely divergent price movements among individual items. Fresh fruit prices fell 
3.2 percent due principally to seasonal decreases of 5.4 percent for oranges and 4.6 
percent for apples* These decreases were almost offset by a 4.0 percent increase in 
average prices of fresh vegetables as tomatoes advanced 30

#
6 percent, celery 9.3 percent, 

and potatoes 2.1 percent* However, lettuce prices declined 9.9 percent* Prices of 
processed fruits and vegetables advanced, largely because of higher prices for canned 
orange juice and dried prunes; prices of canned tomatoes and dried beans were lower. 

Cereals and bakery products increased 0*1 percent, while dairy 
products were unchanged on the average. 

October and 
Statistics, 
showing the 
of food and 

Prices of restaurant meals were up 0*4 percent, resuming their 
upward movement after a decline in October. 
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APPAREL Prices of apparel were up 0*4 percent, as higher prices were reported 
for women's rayon dresses, blouses, wool coats, and shoes; men's 

suits, topcoats, and sport shirts; and shoe repairs* Prices were lower for women's wool 
suits and children's shoes* 

HOUSING The housing index rose 0*1 percent, with increases in most of its 
component subgroups* Rent was up 0.1 percent as advances were 

reported in most of the cities surveyed* Household operation costs were 0*2 percent 
higher, due largely to increases in wages of domestic service workers and scattered 
advances for laundry and dry cleaning services* Prices of anthracite rose 0*5 percent 
and bituminous coal 0*2 percent, but fuel oil prices declined 0*2 percent and gas and 
electric bills were unchanged on the average* Repair and maintenance costs fell slightly* 
The increase of 0*1 percent in house furnishings prices resulted from higher prices of 
kitchenware, wool rugs, sheets, towels, and toasters, which more than offset reductions 
for vacuum cleaners and ranges* 

OTHER CCMMCDITIES Reading and recreation costs rose 0*3 percent as prices of movie 
AMD SERVICES admissions and newspapers advanced* Prices of television sets and 

radios also rose slightly with introduction of new models* 

Medical and personal care each increased 0*2 percent with higher 
fees for medical and hospital services, prescriptions and drugs, barber and beauty shop 
services, and toilet goods* 
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Released January 23, 1959 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER HIICE INDEX FOR DECEMBER 1958 
Consumer prices in United States cities declined 0.2 percent 

between November and December 1958, according to the U.S. Department of Leber's Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. Although lover food prices were largely responsible for the 
decrease, prices were also lover for transportation, apparel, recreation, and personal 
care. The December Consumer Price Index vas 123.7 percent of the 1947-49 average, 
1.7 percent higher than a year earlier. 
FOOD Food prices were down 0.6 percent in December, their fifth con-

secutive monthly decrease, with reductions in prices of fresh 
fruits, eggs, poultry, and coffee. The December food index, at 118.7, vas 2.2 percent 
higher than a year ago but vas 2.5 percent below the July 1958 peak. 

Egg prices continued their seasonal decline vith a 6.1 percent 
drop. In addition, a fall of 2.5 percent marked the eleventh month of continuous 
decline in coffee prices - a drop of 12.2 percent since January 1958. 

Fruit and vegetable prices declined 0.8 percent—the net effect 
of videly divergent movements, fresh fruit prices were down 6*9 percent as supplies 
increased. Prices of oranges fell 15*4 percent, grapefruit 9*1 percent, and bananas 
3.0 percent. Apple prices were up 5*9 percent. Fresh vegetable prices rose 5*2 per-
cent vith cabbage up 12.6 percent, lettuce 10.9 percent, tomatoes 9*2 percent, celery 
4*6 percent, onions 3*4 percent, and potatoes 2.3 percent. Prices of processed fruits 
and vegetables were slightly higher mainly because of an advance of 3*8 percent in 
dried prune prices and smaller increases for most canned fruits. 

Average prices of meats, poultry, and fish were down 0.4 percent 
as a result of price reductions for poultry and pork. Frying chicken prices dropped 
3*8 percent, pork chops 1.8 percent, and bacon 1.6 percent* However, prices of whole 
ham increased 2.0 percent. Beef and veal prices rose slightly as prices of chuck 
roast increased 1.1 percent, and hamburger 0.4 percent. Frankfurters advanced 0.5 per-
cent. 

Dairy products declined 0.2 percent largely due to a 0.3 percent 
drop in prices of fresh milk. 

frices of cereals and bakery products were unchanged on the 
average. 

Prices of restaurant meals were down 0.1 percent. 
BOUSING The housing index increased 0.2 percent as all of its component 

subgroups advanced, Prices of fuel oil rose 2.2 percent, and 
bituminous and anthracite coal prices and gas bills were slightly higher. Rent con-
tinued upward vith a rise of 0.2 percent. An increase of 0.2 percent in household 
operation vas due largely to higher rates for domestic service in several cities. 
Housefurnishings prices were 0.1 percent higher, as price Increases for bedroom 
furniture, kitchenvare, carpeting, and household textiles more than offset lower prices 
for some appliances. Home maintenance and repair costs were up 0.1 percent. 
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OTHER COMMODITIES Private transportation costs declined 0.2 percent, due largely 
AMD SERVICES to lower prices for gasoline and new automobiles. Prices of 

used cars advanced. Fare increases for additional eastern 
railroads were principally responsible for an increase of 0.4 percent in public trans-
portation costs. 

Apparel prices were down 0.2 percent primarily because of sea-
sonal reductions in prices of women's and girls1 wool coats and women's suits and 
dresses. 

Medical care costs continued to rise (0.2 percent) with higher 
fees for services of physicians and dentists and for group hospitalization insurance; 
prices of prescriptions declined slightly. Personal care was 0.1 percent lower, due 
mainly to reduced prices for some toiletries. 

Lower movie admission charges more than offset higher prices for 
television sets and radios and brought the reading and recreation index down 0.1 per-
cent. 

TABLE At Consumer Price Index—United States city average: Special group 
indexes, 1958 annual averages and percent changes from 1957 

(1947-49-100 unless otherwise specified) 

Group 
1958 Average 

Index 
Percent change 
from 1957 

All items 
All items less food —-———••.-
All items less shelter — — — — — — — 
Coaaodities • • •••" • • ••»•—-— 
Nondurables •,„,••,•••„•.. „. •• -
Food 
Nondurable8 less food 
Apparel 
Nondurables less food and apparel — 

Durables — - ••————,..„.. 
New cars • • - —•——• -— — — 
Used cars (Jan. 1953-100) 
Durables less cars — — 

Commodities less food ••— — — 
Services 
Rent —••• 
Services less rent 
Household operation, gas and electricity 
Transportation — 
Medical care 
Other services — — — — 

Purchasing power of the consumer dollar 
(1947-49-$!.00) 

123.5 
125.5 
121.2 
116.3 
118.6 
120.3 
116.9 
106.9 
125.6 
110.5 
133.9 
84.0 
103.4 
113.4 
142.4 
137.7 
143.8 
131.4 
174.1 
149.2 
129.6 

$ 0 , 8 1 0 

2.7 
2.2 
2.9 
2.4 
2.7 
4.2 
.7 
0 

1.1 
1.6 
3.2 
3.7 
.7 
1.0 
3.4 
1.8 
3.8 
3.1 
6.2 
4.9 
2.9 

-2.6 
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Released February 20, 1959 
U.S. DEPARTMENT CF LAB® 
Bureau of labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE IIDEX FCR JANUARY 1959 

Consumer prices in United States cities edged up 0.1 percent between 
December 1958 and January 1959, according to the U. S* Department of Labor fs Bureau of 
Labor Statistics* Loner prices for apparel, housefurnishings, and transportation did not 
quite offset advances in prioes of food, medical and personal care, and recreation* 

The January Consumer Price Index was 123*8 percent of the 1947-49 
averagef 1.2 percent higher than in January 1958* 

pocp Food prices rose 0*3 percent in January, following a five-month 
decline* Increases in prices of fresh vegetables, beef, veal, and 

poultry were only partially offset by decreases for fresh fruits, pork, coffee, eggs, 
and milk. The food index, at 119*0, was 0*7 percent higgler than a year ago, but was 2*2 
percent below the July 1958 peak* 

Average prices of meats, poultry, and fish as a group rose 0*7 per-* 
cent, largely as a result of increases for beef, veal, and poultry* Beef and veal prices 
continued the upward movement of the past four months, with round steak up 1*8 percent 
and hamburger 1*6 percent* Prices of frying chickens, after almost 2 years of steady 
decline, increased 4*5 percent over the month* Pork prices were 0*6 percent lower, as 
bacon prices fell 1*0 percent and other cuts decreased moderately with increased market* 
ings of hogs* Leg of lamb prices declined 2*4 percent* 

Fruit and vegetable prices increased 1*3 percent, on the average, 
the net effect of widely divergent movements* Fresh vegetable prices rose 8*4 percent, 
with green beans up 34*0 percent, cabbage 32*9 percent, tomatoes 15*2 percent, onions 
14*0 percent, and potatoes 4*9 percent* Supplies of these vegetables, normally low in 
January, were affected by adverse weather conditions* Lettuce prioes declined 8*1 per-
cent with ample supplies* Fresh fruit prioes were down 3«2 percent as supplies of same 
items increased* frices of oranges fell 8*2 percent and bananas 3.5 percent, but apple 
prices increased 3*7 percent* Frozen orange juice prioes declined 5*3 percent, but most 
other processed ftnzits and vegetables were higher in price* 

Coffee prices fell 2*4 peroent, marking the twelfth month of contin-
uous decline, a drop of 14*3 percent since January 1958* Egg prices continued their 
decline with a 1.3 percent drop which was less than the usual seasonal decline* 

Dairy products declined 0*2 peroent, as fresh milk prioes were down 
0*4 percent and ice cream prices fell 0*3 percent* 

Prices of cereals and bakery products decreased 0*1 percent* 
Prices of restaurant meals increased 0*4 percent, resuming their 

upward movement after a decline in December* 
pOPSIjfti Housing costs were unchanged on the whole, largely because lover 

housefurnishings prices offset seasonal advances in prices of fuels. 
Rents were up 0*1 percent and household operation costs advanoed 0*2 percent* House-
furnishings prices declined 0*4 percent as traditional January white sales brought 
reductions for household textiles, particularly sheets and towels, which more than offset 
some increases for furniture, bedding, and appliances* 
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Apparel prices dropped 0,7 percent, primarily the result of seasonal 
reductions for fall and winter apparel. Prices were lower for women1 s 

and girls1 coatsf women's wool and rayon suits, men's topcoats, suits, and slacks, and 
men's and boys' jackets* Footwear prices advanced 0*3 percent* 

OTHER COMMODITIES Transportation costs were 0*1 percent lower as dealers' selling 
fff ffFRYftCBS prices for new cars declined 1*8 percent and more than offset 

substantial increases in rates for auto insurance* 

Personal care was up 0*3 percent, largely because of higher prices 
for men's haircuts in several cities, and some scattered advances for cosmetics* 

A rise of 0*2 percent in costs of medical care was dae to scattered 
reports of higher fees for professional and hospital services* 

The increase of 0*1 percent in reading and recreation was the result 
of higher movie admission charges which more than offset reductions in sporting goods 
prices* 
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Released March 25, 1959 

U.S. DEPARTMENT CF IABCR 
Bureau of labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR FEBRUARY 1959 

Consumer prices in United States cities declined 0.1 percent between 
January and February 1959, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics* Lower food prices more than offset higher prices for most other groups of 
goods and services* Prices of nonfood commodities rose 0*2 percent, vith nondurables less 
food up 0*3 percent and durables down 0*2 percent. Service rates were 0.2 percent higher. 

The Consumer Price Index in February 1959 was 123.7 (1947-49=100), 
1.0 percent higher than a year earlier. 

FOCD Average food prices dropped 0.7 percent in February resuming a 
decline which was interrupted in January after five consecutive 

months. Lower prices of pork, eggs, and coffee were largely responsible for the decrease, 
although all major classes of food at hone were also lower. The food index at 118.2 was 
0.4 percent lower than a year ago and 2.9 percent below the July 1958 peak. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish were 1.1 percent lower over the 
month mainly because of a 4*0 percent drop in prices of pork products. This was the 7th 
consecutive month in which pork prices have declined, in response to unusually large 
supplies. Pork chops were down 4*4, percent, ham 3«9 percent, and bacon 3*7 percent. Leg 
of lamb, canned luncheon meat, and frankfurter prices were also lower. However, prices 
of frying chickens rose 1.4 percent and most cuts of beef and veal were higher. 

The 4*0 percent drop in egg prices was less than their usual decline 
in February. Prices of coffee fell 3*5 percent and fats and oils declined 1.4 percent, 
with reductions in prices of shortening. 

Fruit and vegetable prices decreased 0.4 percent on the average, 
largely because of lower prices for fresh and frozen fruits. Oranges were down 4*7 per-
cent and frozen orange juice concentrate 7.2 percent. Prices of grapefruit and bananas 
also declined, but apple prices were higher. Fresh vegetable prices were up 0.8 percent 
as lettuce advanced 17.2 percent, onions 8.9 percent, and green beans 3*7 percent. 
Tomato and celery prices declined 8.7 and 8.6 percent, respectively. Prices of canned 
and dried fruits and vegetables advanced slightly. 

The dairy products and cereals and bakery products group indexes 
each declined 0.1 percent, while prices of restaurant meals rose 0.1 percent. 

HOUSING The housing index rose 0.2 percent, with advances in all of its 
component subgroups except household operation. Housefurni shings 

prices were 0.6 percent higher, largely because household textiles returned to regular 
prices following January sales; prices of some appliances (washing machines and refrig-
erators) also advanced with introduction of new models. Solid fuels and fuel oil prices 
increased 0.8 percent as prices of anthracite and fuel oil were higher. Gas bills were 
higher in several cities, but electricity rates were unchanged on the average. Rents 
edged up 0.1 percent. 
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OTHER COMMODITIES Medical care costs advanced 0.7 percent, mainly because of increases 
AND SERVICES in rates for hospitalization insurance in several cities. There 

were also increases in fees for physicians' and dentists
9

 services. 

The advance of 0.1 percent in transportation costs was primarily the 
result of a rise of 1.7 percent in gasoline prices, as "price wars" ended in several 
cities* New car prices were down 0*7 percent and used cars 0.2 percent. 

Personal care prices were up 0.3 percent with increases for toilet 
goods, particularly face powder and toilet soap, and scattered higher prices for barber 
and beauty shop services. 

A rise of 0*1 percent for reading and recreation was primarily the 
result of higher prices for television sets, radios, and movie admissions* 

Apparel prices were unchanged on the average as reductions in prices 
of men's suits, topcoats, and slacks, and boys

1

 suits were offset by increases for shoes 
and women's and girls

1

 apparel. 
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Released April 22, 1959 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSDm PRICE INDEX FCR MARCH 1959 

Consumer prioes in United States cities remained at their February 
level in torch, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
Lover food prices offset increases for most other groups of goods and services* Average 
priees of goods and services other than food advanced 0

o
2 percent, with durable commodi-

ties and nondurables less food each up 0.3 percent, and services up 0.1 percent. The 
March Consumer Price Index was 123*7 (1947-49=100), 0.3 percent higher than in March 1958. 

FOOD Food prices dropped 0.4 percent between February and March, due 
largely to lover prioes for pork, eggs, and fresh vegetables* The 

food index at 117.7 was 2.6 percent below a year ago, and 3.3 percent below the July 1958 
peak. 

teat, poultry, and fish prices declined 1*2 percent, led by pork 
products which have fallen in price in each of the past 8 months. Increased pork supplies 
brought the price of pork chops down 3.7 percent, bacon 2.8 percent, and ham 1.9 percent. 
Prices of most cuts of beef, veal, and lamb were moderately lower. 

Egg prices dropped 3.1 percent. The price of coffee fell 1*0 per-
oent, and fats and oils 1.1 percent* frices of cola drinks, however, were 3.0 percent 
higher. 

Fruit and vegetable prioes declined 0.4 percent on the average, with 
fresh vegetables down 2.3 percent and fresh fruits up 0.8 per oent. Prices of most fresh 
vegetables were lower because of increased shipments from southern areas. Lettuce prices 
fell 14.4 percent, green beans 13*0 percent, celery 6.3 percent, and potatoes 3*0 percent. 
However, onion priees rose sharply as fewer onions were moved to market from storage and 
the new spring crop from Texas was retarded by. adverse weather conditions* The rise in 
fresh fruit prices was due largely to a 4*6 percent seasonal increase in prioes of apples. 
Citrus fruits and bananas registered moderate price decreases. 

Cereal and bakery products increased 0.2 percent mainly because of an 
0.4 percent increase in the price of bread, while prices of dairy products declined 0.2 
percent as a result of a seasonal drop in the price of fresh milk. 

ftrices of restaurant meals continued upward with a rise of 0.2 
percent* 

TRANSPORTATION Transportation costs rose 0.4 percent, mainly as a result of advances 
of 1*6 percent in prioes of used cars and 1*0 percent for gasoline. 

New car prices were unchanged. Prices of tires were lower, due to sales and increased 
trade-in allowances. Riblio transportation costs edged up 0.1 percent because of a rise 
in transit fares in Philadelphia. 

HOUSING The housing group index was up 0.2 percent, with higher prices for 
household operation, home maintenance costs, and rent. A rise of 0.5 

percent in household operation reflected higher water rates, further Increases in prices 
of laundry and dry cleaning services, and higher telephone rates. Prices of home repair 
and maintenance items rose 0.4 percent, as increases were reported for lumber, plumbing 
equipment, and painting and repair services. Rents were up 0.1 percent, with small 
increases in most cities surveyed. The solid fuels and fuel oil group showed a rise of 
0.2 percent, while bills for gas an4 electricity were unchanged on the average. 
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Housefurnishings prices remained at their February level, as slight reductions in prices 
of some furniture and appliances offset higher prices for sheets, curtains, and drapery 
fabrics. 

OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices rose 0*3 percent, due chiefly to higher prices for 
A HP m f C E S footwear and women's and girls

1

 apparel. The rise in footwear 
reflected higher prices for men's, women's, and children's shoes and 

shoe repair services* Higher prices for women's rayon and cotton dresses were partially 
offset by reductions in prices of women's spring coats• 

Reading and recreation costs were up 0*2 percent, principally because 
of higher charges for movie admissions* 

The medical care index was 0*1 percent higher, with continued 
advances in fees for professional and hospital services* 

Personal care and other goods and services each declined 0*1 percento 
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Released Hay 22, 1959 
U.S. DEPARThENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FCR APRIL 1959 

Consumer prices In United States cities rose 0*2 percent between 
March and April 1959, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. Prices were higher for transportation, medical care, recreation, and per-
sonal care, due largely to advances in service rates * Commodity prices were unchanged 
on the average, despite a slight decline in food prices* The Consumer Price Index, up 
0.3 percent over the year, returned to the record high level of 123.9 (1947-49=100) 
reached in July and November 1958. 

TR^PffiTAyiON A rise of 0.3 percent In transportation prices reflected increases 
of 0.3 percent in both private and public transportation. RriLoes of 

gasoline, tires, and auto insurance were higher. A decline of 0.7 percent in dealers1 
selling prices of nev cars was offset by a greater than seasonal advance of 1.3 percent 
in used car prices. Transit fares were up in one city. 
FOCP Average food prices dropped 0.1 percent in April, continuing 

a 9-month decline which was interrupted only in January. Sharp 
reductions in egg prices and seasonally lower prices of milk were almost offset by 
seasonal advances in prices of fresh fruits and vegetables. The food index at 117.6 was 
3.3 percent lower than a year ago and 3*4 peroent below the July 1958 peak. 

Egg prices, decreasing for the seventh consecutive month, dropped 
11.1 percent, much more than their usual seasonal decline. Dairy products decreased 0.8 
percent as fresh milk prices were down seasonally. 

Fruit and vegetable prices rose 2.4 percent over the month, with 
prices of fresh fruits and vegetables up 3.7 percent. Fresh fruit prices advanced 5.3 
percent as apples rose 7.5 percent and strawberries, priced for the first time this year, 
were substantially higher than at the end of last season. Orange prices alfjô rose 
seasonally (1.6 percent), tut bananas dropped 3»5 percent. Fresh vegeta)xEe prices were 
up 2.0 percent, in part due to unfavorable March weather in Florida andTexas, with green 
beans up 10.4 percent, onions 7.6 percent, and potatoes 5*5 percent. However, with 
ample supplies from California, lettuce, cabbage, and celery declined 7.1, 4*8, and 4*7 
percent, respectively. Prices of canned fruits and vegetables rose 0#4 percent largely 
because of higher prices for canned orange juice. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish increased 0.2 percent over the 
month. Heat prices rose 0.5 percent, mainly because of a 1.2 percent increase in prices 
of pork products, reversing an 8-month downward trend. Pork chop prices advanced 2.9 
percent, and bacon was up 1.4 percent. However, ham prices continued to drop (0.9 per-
cent). Among other meats, rib roast, veal cutlet, round steak, and leg of lamb prices 
all advanced. Chuck roast, hamtarger, canned luncheon meat, and frankfurter prices were 
lower, ftrices of frying chickens declined 2.1 percent, due to plentiful supplies. 

Coffee prices fell 1.3 percent, continuing their decline of more 
than a year, but cola drinks increased 0.9 percent. 

Prices of cereals &rd bakery products were unchanged on the average. 

Restaurant meal prices rose 0.4 F^rcent. 
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HORSING Housing costs were unchanged on the average as seasonal reductions 

in prices of solid fuels and fuel oil offset higher rents and hone 
repair and aaintenanoe costs* Prices of fuel oil dropped 1*4 percent, coal 0*9 percent, 
and gas bills 0*4 percent* Rents continued their upward aoveaent, with a rise of 0*1 
percent* An increase of 0.3 percent in home repair and aaintenanoe costs reflected 
higher prices for both labor and aaterials* Housefurnishingg prices ware unchanged as 
loner prices for household textiles offset increases in prices of durable housefurnish-
ings, including rugs, bedding, and sow appliances* Household operation costs were up 
0*1 peroentj higher laundry and dry cleaning service rates sore than offset lower prices 
of laundry soaps and detergents* 

OTHER COMMODITIES The aadical care index advanced 0*3 percent with increased hospital-
ity SffFVIflf? isation insurance preaiuas and higher fees for services of dentists, 

physicians, and hospitals* 

Higher taxes on cigarettes were effective in Haw York* 

Reading and recreation prices averaged 0*3 percent higher aalnly 
because of increased aovie admission charges* Prices of television and radio sets were 
lower* 

The advance of 0*2 percent in personal care was the result of 
scattered increases in prices of barber and beauty shop services and soue toiletries* 

Apparel prices regained at their lfcrch level as higher prices for 
sen's tropical suits and work gloves, woaen's cotton dresses, and sen's, woaen's, and 
children's shoes offset redactions in prices of women's sparing coats, wool suits, and 
nylon hose* 

TABUS A: Revised Indexes for all iteas and aedical care 
June 1958 to ferch 1959 

(1947-49=100) 

Bate 

U.S. city 

Bate 

U.S. city 

All 
itens 

Madleal 
oaf Bate 

Madioal All 
itens 

Madleal 
oaf 

1958t Average 144.6 125.4 140.9 
June 144.2 125.5 143.8 
July 145.0 125.7 144.3 
August 145.3 125.5 144.5 
September 146.5 126.0 144.6 
October 147.1 125.9 145.8 
Boveaber 147.4 126.5 145.3 
Deceaber 147.6 126.5 145.8 

1959* January 148.0 126.5 146.1 
February 149.0 126.7 146.1 
March 149.2 126.6 146.0 
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Released June 19, 1959 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. Go 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR MAY 1959 

Ctmsm&r prices in United States cities increased 0.1 percent 
between April and May 1959, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics® Most of the increase was the result of advances in costs of housing, apparel, 
medical care, and personal care, although all major groups of goods and services were 
higher. Prices of commodities were unchanged on the average, but services rose 0.3 per-
cent. The Consumer Price Index at 124*0 percent of the 194-7-49 average reached a new 
record high, 0.3 percent above the May 1958 level. 

HOUSING A rise of-0.1 percent in housing costs reflected advances in prices 
of home repair and maintenance items, increased bills for gas and 

electricity, and higher rates for insurance on houses
0
 Residential rents were unchanged 

on the average for the first time since February 1957. Higher charges for painting and 
repair services were mainly responsible for the rise in home maintenance costs, although 
there were some increases reported for paint, plumbing supplies, and lumber. The solid 
fuels and fuel oil group index dropped 2.5 percent; prices of both coal and fuel oil were 
seasonally lower. Housefuraishings prices declined 0.1 percent as traditional white sale 
prices for household textiles more than offset higher prices for some furniture and 
appliances© Household operation averaged unchanged with reductions in prices of laundry 
soaps and detergents and some scattered advances in rates for laundry and dry cleaning 
services® 

APPAREL Prices of all classes of apparel were higher in May, led by an 
advance of 0

o
3 percent for footwear, especially men

f

s and children's 
shoes. Prices of men's suits advanced, following earlier sales, and there were scattered 
increases reported for summer suits, slacks, work shirts, and work gloves© Higher prices 
were reported for women's and girls

1

 cotton dresses and nylon hose, but prices of women's 
underwear and rayon dresses were lower. 

FOOD Average food prices, which had declined in eight of the past nine 
months, increased 0.1 percent in May because of higher prices of 

restaurant meals as well as seasonally higher prices for fresh fruits and vegetables 
which largely offset reductions in egg and coffee prices. The food index at 117.7 was 
3.2 percent lower than a year ago and 3*3 percent below the July 1953 peak. 

Fruit and vegetable prices rose 1.6 percent over the month, with 
prices of fresh fruits and vegetables up 2.5 percento Fresh fruits advanced 2

e
8 percent 

as prices of oranges, bananas, grapefruit, and apples averaged 3 to 5 percent higher. 
Strawberry prices, responding to more plentiful supplies, declined 14.0 percento Fresh 
vegetable prices advanced 2.1 percent with potatoes up 13.1 percent, as supplies of last 
year's crop dwindled and a smaller new crop began to reach the market. Prices of tomatoes 
and celery averaged about 6£ percent higher. However, onion, lettuce, and green bean 
prices were down 15*9 percent, 6

0
2 percent, and 6.0 percent, respectively. Canned fruit 

and vegetable prices rose, largely because of continued increases in prices of canned 
orange juice. All frozen fruits and vegetables registered decreases. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish increased 0.1 percent as moderate 
increases for most cuts of meat more than offset slightly lower prices of chickens and 
fish. 

Prices of cereals and bakery products increased 0.3 percent as bread 
prices were up 0.3 percent and cook t $ 0.5 percent© 

Restaurant me a. rices rose 0.3 percent. 
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Egg prices, decreasing for the eighth consecutive month, dropped 
6.4- percent, much more than their usual seasonal decline, as supplies continued plentiful© 
Coffee prices, declining for the 16th consecutive month, were down 2.9 percent* Dairy 
products declined 0*3 percent as prices of most items were lower* 

OTHER COMMODITIES The medical care group index rose 0*4 percent, primarily because of 
AND SERVICES increased fees for services of physicians* There were also some 

increases in prices of prescriptions and drugs and in rates for 
hospital services* 

Transportation costs were up 0*1 percent, with higher prices for 
used cars, auto repairs, and auto insurance* Prices were lower for gasoline, tires, and 
new carso 

A rise of 0©5 percent in personal care was due mainly to higher 
prices for men's haircuts in several cities* 

Higher prices for newspapers in Cleveland were largely responsible 
for an increase of 0

o
1 percent for reading and recreation

0
 Mavie admission charges were 

slightly lower* Other goods and services increased partly because of an additional 
increase in cigarette taxes in New York City* 
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Released July 22, 1959 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR JUNE 1959 

Consumer prices in United States cities rose 0.4 percent between 
May and June 1959, according to the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. Seasonally higher (1.0 percent) food prices were largely responsible 
for the advance, although prices of all major groups of goods and services except 
apparel were fractionally higher. Apparel prices remained at their May level. 
Prices of commodities other than food rose 0.2 percent, with nondurables up 
0.3 percent and durables 0.1 percent. Service rates were 0.1 percent higher. 

The June Consumer Price Index, at 12A.5 percent of the 1947-4-9 
average, was at a new record high, 0.6 percent higher than in June 1958. 

FOOD Average food prices increased 1.0 percent in June because of sharp 
advances in prices of fresh fruits and vegetables, particularly 

potatoes. The food index, at 118.9> was still 2.2 percent lower than a year ago, 
and 2.3 percent below the July 1958 peak. 

Fruit and vegetable prices rose 7.1 percent over the month, with 
fresh fruits and vegetables up 10.9 percent. 

Potato prices jumped 42 percent, reflecting dwindling supplies of 
last yearfs crop and limited shipments of the new crop. Prices of celery, lettuce, 
sweet potatoes, and carrots also advanced, but green beans, onions, and tomatoes 
were down 32, 23, and 12 percent, respectively, as local supplies began to appear 
in the markets. Among fresh fruits, prices of apples, oranges, and grapefruit 
advanced, but lemons and bananas were slightly lower. Watermelon prices were 
substantially higher than at the end of last season and 15 percent above their 
June 1958 level. Prices of processed fruits and vegetables were higher than in 
May, largely because of advances for both canned and frozen orange juice. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish showed no change on the average, 
as reductions in prices of frying chickens, chuck roast, and bacon offset higher 
prices for pork chops, ham, and round steak. 

Egg prices, decreasing for the ninth consecutive month as supplies 
continued plentiful, dropped 1.9 percent, to a level 20 percent below that of a 
year ago. Coffee prices, declining for the 17th consecutive month, were down 
0.8 percent from May and 19 percent from a year ago. Dairy products again declined 
0.3 percent as milk prices were seasonally lower. Cereals and bakery products 
dropped 0.2 percent on the average as flour prices declined 0.9 percent. 

Prices of restaurant meals advanced 0.3 percent. 

HOUSING A rise of 0.1 percent in housing costs reflected increases in prices 
of housefurnishings, gas and electricity, rent, and household 

operation. Prices of fuel oil and home repairs and maintenance were lower. The 
advance of 0.4 percent in prices of housefurnishings resulted largely from increases 
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in prices of household textiles, following May sales, as well as higher prices for 
soft surface floor coverings. Some increases in furniture prices were also reported, 
but appliances showed little change on the average. The gas and electricity index 
rose 0.5 percent, because of an average advance of 0.7 percent for electricity and 
0.4 percent for gas. Rent edged up another 0.1 percent as moderate increases were 
reported in most cities surveyed. The rise of 0.1 percent in household operation 
costs was almost entirely the result of higher prices for laundry soaps and 
detergents. 

The solid fuels and fuel oil group index dropped 1.0 percent, 
as prices of petroleum fuels were reduced 2.5 percent. Home repair and maintenance 
costs declined 0.3 percent, as mid-season sales brought lower prices for plumbing 
and heating equipment, lumber, and paint. Costs of repair services were higher. 

OTHER COMMODITIES Transportation prices were up 0.2 percent, as used car prices 
AND SERVICES advanced 1.6 percent and gasoline was up 0.8 percent, largely 

influenced by an increase of two cents a gallon in gasoline 
taxes in Ohio. Dealers1 selling prices of new cars declined 0.4 percent. 

Reading and recreation costs increased 0.3 percent mainly 
because of higher movie admission charges. Newspaper prices advanced in several 
cities, while prices of television sets declined prior to the introduction of new 
models. 

A rise of 0.3 percent for medical care reflected higher prices 
for drugs, professional services, and for surgical insurance. Personal care costs 
rose 0.3 percent, chiefly because of increased charges for men's haircuts in 
several cities. Cigarette prices advanced as taxes were increased in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Washington. 

Apparel prices were unchanged on the average as higher prices 
for footwear offset reductions for women's rayon dresses, lingerie, and pylon hose, 
and scattered declines for men's and boys1 apparel. 
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Released August 21, 1959 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR JULY 1959 

Prices of consumer goods and services in United States cities 
rose 0.3 percent between June and July 1959, according to the United States 
Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. Higher prices for all major 
classes of goods and services contributed to the advance, with food up 0.4 percent, 
nonfood commodities 0.3 percent, and services 0.3 percent. 

The Consumer Price Index for July was 124.9 percent of the 
1947-49 average, 0.8 percent higher than in July 1958. 

FOOD Average food prices increased 0.4 percent in July, as sharp 
advances in prices of eggs more than offset lower prices for 

fresh fruits and vegetables. The food index, at 119.4, was 1.9 percent lower than 
its record high reached in July 1958. 

Egg prices rose for the first month since September 1958, 
with an advance of 18 percent (much more than their usual rise between June and 
July), following reductions in laying flocks. Prices of dairy products were 
up 0.9 percent as fresh milk prices increased seasonally. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish increased 0.4 percent, 
largely because of an advance of 2.3 percent in prices of frying chickens. Beef 
and veal prices rose fractionally, but prices of pork and lamb were lower. 

Fruit and vegetable prices decreased 2.8 percent as local 
supplies of fresh fruits and vegetables became more plentiful. Prices of 
watermelons fell 33 percent, tomatoes 14 percent, potatoes 9 percent, and onions 
7 percent. Higher prices were reported for grapefruit and lettuce. Prices of 
processed fruits and vegetables were higher than in June, largely because of 
advances for both canned and frozen orange juice. 

Restaurant meal prices advanced 0.5 percent. 

HOUSING A rise of 0.1 percent in the housing index reflected increases 
in most of its component subgroups. Rents again edged up 

0.1 percent. Household operation costs advanced 0.3 percent largely because of 
higher prices for dry cleaning and laundry services. Prices of home repairs and 
maintenance were up 0.4 percent, with increases for plumbing equipment and painting 
and repair services. The gas and electricity and solid fuels and fuel oil groups 
rose 0.2 and 0.1 percent, respectively. Housefurnlshings prices declined 0.1 per* 
cent as lower prices for household textiles and some appliances more than offset 
increases for floor coverings and furniture. 

OTHER COMMODITIES An advance of 0.8 percent in reading and recreation prices was 
AND SERVICES due primarily to higher movie admission charges and increased 

prices for sporting goods. 
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Transportation prices rose 0.3 percent because of higher prices 
for used cars, increased transit fares in two cities, and higher auto insurance 
rates. Dealers

1

 selling prices of new cars were down 0.7 percent and gasoline 
prices were 0.5 percent lower« 

Apparel prices were up 0.2 percent, with increases reported 
for men

9

s and women's shoes, men's dress shirts and work clothing, and women's 
rayon dresses and nylon hose. Prices were lower for men's slacks and tropical 
suits and women's cotton street dresses and rayon skirts. 

A rise of 0.3 percent in medical care costs reflected higher 
prices for drugs and prescriptions and increases in fees for professional services. 

Personal care costs advanced 0.2 percent with higher prices 
for toilet goods. 

Prices of cigarettes and cigars were higher as taxes were 
increased in several states. 
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Released September 23, 1959 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR AUGUST 1959 
Prices of consumer goods and services in United States 

cities declined 0.1 percent between July and August according to the United States 
Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. A drop of 0.9 percent in food 
prices was responsible for the decrease, as prices of all other items averaged 
0.2 percent higher: nonfood commodities were up 0.2 percent and services 
0.3 percent. 

The August Consumer Price Index was 124.8 percent of the 
19^7-^9 average, 0.9 percent higher than a year earlier. 

FOOD Average food prices decreased 0.9 percent as prices of 
fresh fruits and vegetables, meats, and poultry declined. 

The August food index, at 118.3, was 2.0 percent lower than a year ago, and 
2.8 percent below the July 1958 peak. 

Fruit and vegetable prices decreased k.O percent as local 
supplies of fresh fruits and vegetables continued plentiful. Prices of grapes 
fell 30 percent, potatoes 17 percent, watermelons l6 percent, tomatoes 15 percent, 
and peaches 14 percent. Celery, onion, and apple prices also decreased, but 
prices of grapefruit and oranges were higher. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish decreased 1.9 percent. 
Pork prices decreased 3*0 percent as pork chops, bacon, and ham all declined. 
Beef prices were lower as round steak, chuck roast, rib roast, and hamburger 
prices decreased. Prices of frying chickens were down 2.0 percent. 

Cereals and bakery products decreased 0,3 percent as bread 
price, were down Q.k percent. 

Prices of dairy products rose 0.7 percent as fresh milk 
prices increased seasonally. Egg prices increased 3-2 percent. 

Restaurant meal prices advanced 0.3 percent. 

HOUSING Housing costs advanced 0.2 percent as rents increased 
0.1 percent, gas and electric bills averaged 0.5 percent 

higher, and household operation costs rose 0.2 percent, with higher rates for 
domestic and laundry services more than offsetting lower prices for laundry 
soaps and detergents. Interest rates for both VA-insured and conventional 
mortgages also advanced. Housefurnishings prices were 0.4 percent lower, 
reflecting traditional August sale prices for household textiles and furni-
ture; prices of kitchenware and some appliances also declined, but soft-
surface floor coverings continued to advance. Prices of fuel oil dropped 
seasonally, but solid fuels were higher. 

OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices rose 0.5 percent, largely because of higher 
AND SERVICES prices for shoes and men's apparel, particularly shirts, 

suits, slacks, and work clothing. 
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Transportation prices were 0.3 percent higher, due largely 

to increases of 2.1 percent for gasoline and 1.1 percent for used cars. Dealers' 
selling prices of new cars were down 0.6 percent and tire prices were substantially 
lower. Railroad fares advanced in most western cities. 

An advance of 0.3 percent in medical care costs was due 
primarily to higher rates for hospitalization insurance. The personal care index 
was up 0.3 percent, as men's haircuts and beauty shop services were higher. 
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Released October 23, 1959 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR SEPTEMBER 1959 

Prices of consumer goods and services in United States 
cities rose 0.3 percent between August and September 1959; according to the United 
States Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. Prices were higher for 
all major groups of goods and services except transportation. Food prices rose 
0.3 percent, nondurable commodities other than food 0.6 percent, and services O A 
percent; prices of durable commodities remained at their August levels. 

The September Consumer Price Index was at a new record 
high, 125.2 percent of the 19^7-^9 average and 1.2 percent higher than in 
September 1958. 

HOUSING Housing costs rose 0.3 percent during the month, with 
increases in all component subgroups. The gas and 

electricity and solid fuels and fuel oil subgroups advanced 1.2 and 0.8 percent, 
respectively, with higher rates for gas and seasonal advances in coal prices. 
Housefurnishings were up O A percent primarily because prices of several household 
textiles returned to regular levels following August white sales. Prices were also 
higher for bedroom suites and toasters, but prices of washing machines and refrig-
erators were reduced prior to the introduction of new models. A rise of 0.4 percent 
in household operation costs was largely the result of higher rates for domestic 
service in several cities and further increases in prices of laundry and dry 
cleaning services. Prices of home repair and maintenance advanced 0.3 percent, 
with increases for most items. Rent continued its upward trend, with a rise of 
0.1 percent. 

FOOD Average food prices were up 0.3 percent in September, as 
seasonal advances in prices of eggs, dairy products, and 

meats more than offset a less-than-seasonal drop in prices of fresh fruits and 
vegetables. The food index, at 118.7, was 1.3 percent lower than a year ago and 
2.5 percent below the July 1958 peak. 

prices, although rising 7 percent during the month 
as seasonally lower supplies were further curtailed because of prolonged hot 
weather, averaged more than 10 cents a dozen lower than a year earlier. Prices 
of dairy products were up seasonally (1.2 percent) as fresh milk and butter 
prices increased 1.4 and 3.2 percent, respectively. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish increased 0.5 percent 
largely because of an advance of 4 percent in pork chop prices. Ham prices rose 
slightly, but bacon was lower. Beef prices were up 0,1 percent as an increase 
in round steak prices was almost offset by a decline for chuck roast. Poultry 
prices rose 0.3 percent. 

Prices of cereals and bakery products increased 0.1 percent. 

Fruit and vegetable prices decreased 1.2 percent as larger 
supplies of apples, potatoes, and sweet potatoes became available. Prices of 
sweet potatoes fell 18 percent, potatoes 13 percent, apples 11 percent, onions 
7 percent, and grapes 6 percent. Lettuce prices rose 31 percent because of 
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adverse weather conditions; peach prices showed an end-of-season increase of 15 
percent as supplies were limited; and prices of green "beans and celery were 
seasonally higher. 

Restaurant meal prices advanced 0.2 percent. 

APPAREL Apparel prices rose 0.9 percent, partly due to the 
reintroduction of fall and winter items at regular 

prices following end-of-season sales last winter. Higher prices were reported 
for women's and girls1 coats, womenfs suits, wool dresses, and nylon hose and for 
men's topcoats and slacks. Footwear prices were up O A percent, as men's and 
women's shoes continued to advance. 

OTHER COMMODITIES An advance of 0.5 percent in medical care reflected higher 
AND SERVICES hospitalization insurance rates in New York and Minneapolis 

Prices were also higher for other medical services and for 
prescriptions and drugs. 

Reading and recreation costs were up O A percent because of 
increases in movie admission charges and higher prices for television sets as new 
models were introduced. 

The personal care group index increased 0.3 percent, due 
almost entirely to higher prices for men's haircuts. 

Transportation, down 0.2 percent, was the only major group 
of goods and services which did not increase. Declines of 1.0 percent in dealers 
selling prices of new cars and 0.8 percent in gasoline prices more than offset 
an advance of 1.1 percent in prices of used cars. 
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Released November 25, 1959 

U.S. DEPAR'MENT OF LABOR 
Bureau o f Labor S t a t i s t i c s 

Washington 25 , D. C. 

C0I1SUKER PRICE INDEX FOR OCTOBER 1959 

Consumer p r i c e s i n U n i t e d S ta tes c i t i e s rose 0 . 2 pe rcen t between 
September and October 1959^ a c c o r d i n g t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s Department o f L a b o r ' s 
Bureau o f Labor S t a t i s t i c s . Inc reases were reco rded f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and a l l o t h e r 
ma jor groups o f goods and s e r v i c e s except f o o d , wh ich d e c l i n e d 0 . 3 p e r c e n t . Among 
t h e nonfood i t e m s , d u r a b l e commodit ies were up 0 . 7 p e r c e n t , nondurab les 0 . 4 p e r c e n t , 
and s e r v i c e s 0 . 3 p e r c e n t . The October Consximer P r i c e Index was 125.5 (19^7-^9 = 100 ) , 
1 .5 pe rcen t h i g h e r t h a n i n October 1958-

TRANSPORTATION T r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r i c e s advanced l . k pe rcen t between September 
and Oc tober , r e f l e c t i n g h i g h e r d e a l e r s ' s e l l i n g p r i c e s f o r 196O 

model au tomob i l es ; g a s o l i n e p r i c e s rose 2 . 8 pe r cen t because o f t h e i nc rease o f 1 cen t 
a g a l l o n i n t h e F e d e r a l e x c i s e t a x . P r i c e s o f used cars dropped 2 . 3 p e r c e n t . P u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n rose 0 . 5 p e r c e n t , w i t h h i g h e r t r a n s i t f a r e s i n two c i t i e s . 

HOUSING Housing cos ts rose 0 . 3 p e r c e n t , w i t h r e n t s , s o l i d f u e l s and f u e l 
o i l , and a l l o t h e r c lasses o f hous ing cos ts h i ^ e r . The i n c r e a s e 

i n r e n t s , r e f l e c t i n g h i g h e r r a t e s i n 13 o f t h e 15 c i t i e s surveyed t h i s month, was t h e 
l a r g e s t mon th l y chfitnge s i n c e December 1957* A s l i ^ t i nc rease i n h o u s e f u r n i s h i n g s 
p r i c e s was m a i n l y t h e r e s u l t o f h i g h e r p r i c e s f o r s o f t - s u r f a c e f l o o r c o v e r i n g s . P r i c e 
d e c l i n e s f o r l a u n d r y soaps and de te rgen t s were more t h a n o f f s e t by s c a t t e r e d i nc reases 
i n r a t e s f o r d r y c l e a n i n g and domest ic s e r v i c e s . 

FOOD Th« d e c l i n e o f 0 . 3 pe rcen t i n f o o d p r i c e s r e f l e c t e d lower p r i c e s 
f o r p o r k , eggs, f r e s h f r u i t s , and p o u l t r y . The f o o d i n d e x , a t 

1 1 8 . w a s 1 . 1 pe r cen t l ower t h a n a year ago and 2.'7 pe rcen t be low t h e J u l y 1958 peak. 

P r i c e s o f meats, p o u l t r y ^ and f i s h decreased I . 3 pe rcen t as 
l a r g e r seasona l s u p p l i e s r e s u l t e d i n a d e c l i n e o f 2 . 9 pe rcen t i n po rk p r i c e s . Bacon 
p r i c e s were down k.2 p e r c e n t , p o r k chops 2 . 6 p e r c e n t , and ham 1 . 6 p e r c e n t . Average 
bee f and v e a l p r i c e s remained s teady , as s l i g h t l y lower p r i c e s f o r round s t e a k , 
r i b r o a s t , hamburger, and v e a l c u t l e t s o f f s e t an i n c r e a s e i n chuck r o a s t . P o u l t r y 
p r i c e s f e l l s e a s o n a l l y . 

Egg p r i c e s d e c l i n e d 2»8 pe rcen t as s u p p l i e s i n c r e a s e d . 

f ^ i c e s o f d a i r y p r o d u c t s were up O.5 p e r c e n t , l a r g e l y because 
o f s e a s o n a l l y h i g h e r p r i c e s f o r f r e s h m i l k . 

A r i s e o f 0 . 3 pe rcen t i n p r i c e s o f f r u i t s and vege tab les was 
t h e r e s u l t o f an i n c r e a s e o f k.2 pe rcen t i n f r e s h v e g e t a b l e p r i c e s and a decrease 
o f 1 .8 pe rcen t f o r f r e s h f r u i t s , accopii)anied by a l i g h t l y lower p r i c e s f o r most 
p rocessed f r u i t s and v e g e t a b l e s . F resh tomato p r i c e s i nc reased 28 pe rcen t as l o c a l 
s u p p l i e s d i m i n i s h e d ; cabbage p r i c e s were up 12 p e r c e n t , grapes 11 p e r c e n t , bananas 
9 p e r c e n t , and c a r r o t s ^ p e r c e n t ; c e l e r y , l e t t u c e , and orange p r i c e s were a l s o 
h i g h e r . G r a p e f r u i t and app le p r i c e s d e c l i n e d 20 pe rcen t and 12 pe rcen t , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 
as l a r g e r s u p p l i e s were a v a i l a b l e ; sweet p o t a t o p r i c e s were down 7 p e r c e n t , and 
on ions 6 p e r c e n t . 

Res tau ran t meal p r i c e s advanced 0 . 1 p e r c e n t . 
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OTHER COMMODITIES Appare l p r i c e s rose 0,k p e r c e n t , as t h e r e were f u r t h e r seasonal 
AND SERVICES advances i n p r i c e s o f women*s wool d resses, c o a t s , s u i t s , and 

rayon dresses; p r i c e s o f foo twear a l s o advanced. 

An advance o f 0.2' pe rcen t i n med ica l care r e s u l t e d f rom h i g h e r 
r a t e s f o r p r o f e s s i o n a l and h o s p i t a l s e r v i c e s . The pe rsona l care index was 0 . 3 percent 
h i ghe r as p r i c e s o f men's h a i r c u t s rose i n s e v e r a l c i t i e s , a l t hough p r i c e s o f some 
t o i l e t r i e s ( t o o t h p a s t e and t o i l e t soap) were l ower . 

Reading and r e c r e a t i o n costs were up 0 . 1 p e r c e n t , l a r g e l y 
because o f h i g h e r p r i c e s f o r t e l e v i s i o n se ts and newspapers. 
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Released December 22^ 1959 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOK 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Washington 25^ 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR NOVEMBER 1959 

Prices of consumer goods and services in United States cities 
were 0.1 percent higher in November than in October, according to the United States 
Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. Higher service rates and durable 
commodity prices more than offset seasonally lover prices of foods; prices of non-
durable commodities other than food were unchanged on the average. 

The November Consumer Price Index was 125.6 (19^7-^9 = 100), 
1 A percent higher than in November 1958, 

FOOD Food prices were O A percent lower, as food for home use 
declined 0.6 percent but restaurant meal prices rose 0.3 per-

cent. Lower prices for pork, fresh fruits, and eggs were largely responsible for 
the decline, although all major classes of foods for home use were lower except 
cereals and bakery products. 

The November food Index, at 117.9.? 1-3 percent lower than 
a year ago and 3-1 percent below the July 1958 peak. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish decreased 1.0 percent 
between October and November, mainly because a continued seasonal increase In supplies 
resulted in a further decline of 2.8 percent in pork prices. Bacon prices were 
down 3.8 percent, pork chops 3-^ percent, and ham 0.9 percent. Average beef and 
veal prices decreased 0.3 percent, with reductions for all cuts except round steak. 
Prices of frankfurters and lamb also declined, but poultry prices were up O A percent. 

A decrease of 0.9 percent in prices of fruits and vegetables 
was largely the result of a 3-5 percent drop in fresh fruit prices and smaller 
declines for canned and dried fruits and vegetables. Lettuce prices decreased 
21 percent, as western supplies increased; prices of bananas were 9 percent lower, 
reflecting larger supplies after the end of the dock strike in early October; and 
orange prices were seasonally lower. Prices of green beans were up -̂0 percent, with 
seasonally lower supplies; potato and tomato prices increased 5 and- ̂  percent, 
respectively. 

Egg prices declined 2.k percent as supplies increased. 

Prices of dairy products were down 0.1 percent, while cereals 
and bakery products were up 0.1 percent. 

HOUSING Housing costs rose 0.2 percent as higher rents were reported 
in most cities surveyed, and prices of housefurnishings^ solid 

fuels and fuel oil, and household operation were also higher. The increasing pro-
portion of FHA-insured mortgages at the recently approved higher interest rate also 
contributed to the advance. 

A rise of 0.3 percent in housefurnishings prices reflected 
increases for some furniture, floor coverings^ and household textiles,, while some 
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appliance prices were reduced "before the introduction of i960 models. Prices of solid 
fuels and fuel oil were seasonally higher, with most of the increase in coal prices. 
Household operation costs were up 0.1 percent largely because of higher prices for 
laundry soaps and detergents; household services were unchanged on the average. 
Prices of home repair and maintenance items increased 0.1 percent. 

TRANSPORTATION Transportation prices rose 0.3 percent as higher selling 
prices for new cars more than offset reductions in prices 

of used cars and gasoline. New car prices were up 2.1 percent, as the i960 
models which were sold with lower concessions continued to replace the outgoing 
1959 models in dealers1 showrooms. The average decline of O.k percent in gasoline 
prices conceals many drastic price changes which marked the beginnings and endings 
of price wars in several cities. 

OTHER COMMODITIES Medical care was up 0.3 percent, with scattered increases in 
AND SERVICES fees for professional and hospital services and for medicines. 

Reading and recreation rose 0.3 percent, largely because of 
the showing of more special feature movies at higher admissions. Prices of news-
papers and television sets also advanced slightly. 

A rise of 0.2 percent in personal care resulted largely from 
higher prices for barber and beauty shop ̂ services in a few cities. 

Apparel prices were unchanged on the average, as a decline 
of O A percent In prices of women's and girls' clothing (particularly wool coats 
and suits) offset further advances in prices of shoes and men1 s and boys1 apparel 
(topcoats, shirts, and work clothing)* 
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Released January 22, i960 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Washington 25, D. C. 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX FOR DECEMBER 1959 

Prices of consumer goods and services declined 0.1 percent 
between November and December 1959; the United States Department of Labor's Bureau of 
Labor Statistics announced today. Lower prices of food, apparel, and durable commod-
ities were largely responsible for the first overall decrease in the Consumer Price 
Index in ̂  months. Service rates continued to climb and prices of nondurable commod-
ities other than food and apparel also moved up. 

The Consumer Price Index in December returned to its October 
level, 125-5 percent of the I9krj-h9 average, but it was 1.5 percent above the level 
of December 1958- Most of the increase during 1959 has occurred since May, which 
terminated a year of virtual stability. 

Because of this stability in the early months, the 1959 annual 
average Consumer Price Index (12^.6) was only 0.9 percent above the 1958 average, the 
smallest annual increase in the past k years and well below most of the post-war years. 
Chiefly responsible for the 1959 advances were continued gains in service rates, 
principally for medical care and transportation, and in prices of nonfood commodities, 
mainly durable goods. Food prices were lower than in 1958 virtually throughout the 
year. 

FOOD Food prices declined 0.1 percent between November and December 
1959' with food for home use down 0.1 percent and restaurant 

meal prices up 0.1 percent. Seasonally lower prices for most cuts of meat, partic-
ularly pork, and for eggs were largely responsible for the decline; prices of fruits 
and vegetables were seasonally higher. The December food index, at 117*8, was 0.8 
percent under a year ago and 3-2 percent below the July 1958 peak. 

Prices of meats, poultry, and fish fell 1.2 percent between 
November and December, mainly because continued plentiful supplies of hogs resulted 
in a further drop of 3-2 percent in pork prices. Pork chop prices were down 5-5 per-
cent and bacon 3*7 percent, but ham was up 0.9 percent. Beef and veal prices 
decreased 0.5 percent as round steak and chuck roast prices were lower. Prices of 
frankfurters declined 1.5 percent. 

Egg prices dipped 3-9 percent as supplies continued to increase 
seasonally. 

A rise of 1-7 percent in prices of fruits and vegetables was 
the result of a seasonal increase of 6.6 percent in fresh vegetable prices and a 
smaller advance for fresh fruits. Prices of processed fruits and vegetables were 
lower. Among fresh vegetables, cabbage prices were up 25 percent because of limited 
storage stocks and reduced production; tomato prices rose 22 percent as adverse 
weather in Florida diminished supplies; and prices of green beans, lettuce, and 
potatoes also moved up. Among fresh fruits, apple prices were up 7 percent, but 
bananas and oranges were seasonally lower. Frozen and canned orange juice prices 
fell as supplies increased. 

Prices of dairy products climbed 0.6 percent, with higher 
prices for butter and canned and fresh milk. 
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Cereals and "bakery products were up 0.2 percent as prices of flour 
and rolled oats registered gains of 0.9 and 2.7 percent, respectively. 

TRANSPORTATION Transportation pi-^s turned downward by 0.2 percent. Higher 
dealers' concessions reduced prices of new cars 0.7 percent, tire 

prices showed a further drop (0.6 percent), and prices of used cars, gasoline, and motor 
oil also eased downward. Public transportation costs moved up 0.6 percent as higher 
transit fares were approved in four cities. 

OTHER COMMODITIES Apparel prices declined 0.2 percent, largely because of end-of-
AND SERVICES season sales of women's and girls 7 coats and women's wool suits. 

Prices of men's and boys' apparel were unchanged on the average, 
but footwear prices continued to rise. 

Housing costs remained at their November level. A decline of 
0.2 percent in prices of housefurnishings was largely the result of price reductions for 
living room, bedroom, and dining room furniture, mattresses, and some appliances; prices 
of hard-surface floorcoverings, sofa beds, and kitchenware were higher. Gas and 
electricity advanced 0.8 percent, as rate increases were reported in seven cities, and 
there were seasonal advances in fuel oil prices. Rents were up 0.2 percent, and home 
repair and maintenance costs showed a rise of 0.1 percent, largely because of higher 
charges for painting and repair services. 

An increase of 0.3 percent for reading and recreation was 
primarily the result of higher movie admissions cnarged for special features. 

Medical care was up 0.1 percent, with further scattered advances 
in fees f^r professional and hospital services. Personal care rose 0.2 percent because 
of higher prices-for toilet soap and a few other toiletries. 
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