
The Survey of Current Business is designed to present
each month the available statistical measurements of
economic activity, together with the necessary analyt-
ical comment, which will enable readers to obtain a
comprehensive picture of the business situation. Cer-
tain of the more important series are presented in
graphic form so that the trend of the major indicators
can be readily determined. In order to get the monthly
statistics to subscribers more quickly, and to bring the
material up to date with current weekly statistics, a
4-page supplement is furnished each week as part of the
threefold service of the Survey.

Over 2,100 series of data, gathered from more than 200
organizations, are presented regularly each month.
Most of the statistics are not compiled by the Survey,
but represent a careful selection of material available
from all sources. The chief function of this publication
is to bring together in usable form the statistics which,
if published at all, are scattered in hundreds of different
publications and reports, and to aid in the proper
analysis and interpretation of the figures. The Survey
of Current Business compiles the indexes of domestic
and world stocks, new and unfilled orders, agricultural,
livestock and forest products marketings, foreign trade,
five and ten cent store sales, and department store sales
by districts.

SOURCES OF DATA

The sources and inclusiveness of the data in the table
" Monthly Business Statistics " will be found in the
explanatory footnotes covering each series in the 1932
Annual Supplement to the Survey. The data given in
these footnotes should always be kept in mind when
utilizing the statistics carried in each monthly number.
Sources of the weekly statistics are given on page 20
of the July, 1932, issue of the Survey, and in somewhat
more detail on page 4 of the August 4, 1932, issue of
the Weekly Supplement to the Survey.

HISTORICAL DATA

In the 1932 Annual Supplement to the Survey of
Current Business, the statistical series presented cur-
rently are carried back on a monthly basis to 1923, and
on a yearly basis to 1913, where available. The statistics
therein have been carefully reviewed and revised and
supersede those carried in the 1931 Annual Supplement
as well as those in the semiannual numbers issued prior
to 1931. Monthly data prior to 1923 will be found in

the early issues of the Survey and, in the Record Book of
Business Statistics, data on textiles, metals and
machinery, fuels, automobiles, and rubber are carried
back to 1909 on a monthly basis, where available.
These record books should not be used for data later
than 1922, and the monthly data should be checked
against the annual averages given in the 1932 Annual
Supplement to assure the continuity of the series and to
obtain any necessary corrections. The three parts of
the Record Book may be obtained from the Superin-
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office,
Washington, D. C., for 10 cents each, or 30 cents for
the set.

INDEX

To facilitate comparisons of the movement of impor-
tant series over a period of time, index numbers have
been used in numerous instances throughout the
Survey. In brief, these index numbers simply express
the current movement with relation to a fixed base—
usually the monthly average of the years 1923-1925.
The construction of these index numbers is described in
brief in the annual supplement.

SEASONAL ADJUSTMENT OF INDEXES

Seasonal variations are found in most economic
series for which monthly statistics are obtainable.
Consumption and production of commodities, foreign
trade, retail trade, employment, construction, railroad
freight traffic, and many other types of data are marked
by seasonal swings repeated with minor variations year
after year. These are definitely periodic in character
within a 12-month period. In cases where an adjust-
ment is noted for a series carried in the Survey, the
index has been corrected for the number of working or
business days in the various months, and then adjusted
for seasonal variation. The index figures thereby
become comparable throughout the series.

METHODS OF USE

Methods of using and interpreting current business
statistics have been collected by the Department of
Commerce from many business concerns and are
described in a booklet entitled "How to Use Current
Business Statistics," together with methods of col-
lecting statistics. This booklet may be obtained from
the Superintendent of Documents, Government Print-
ing Office, Washington, D. C., for 15 cents per copy.
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EXPLANATORY

The Survey of Current Business is designed to present
each month the available statistical measurements of
economic activity, together with the necessary analyt-
ical comment, which will enable readers to obtain a
comprehensive picture of the business situation. Cer-
tain of the more important series are presented in
graphic form so that the trend of the major indicators
can be readily determined. In order to get the monthly
statistics to subscribers more quickly, and to bring the
material up to date with current weekly statistics, a
4-page supplement is furnished each week as part of the
threefold service of the Survey.

Over 2,100 series of data, gathered from more than 200
organizations, are presented regularly each month.
Most of the statistics are not compiled by the Survey,
but represent a careful selection of material available
from all sources. The chief function of this publication
is to bring together in usable form the statistics which,
if published at all, are scattered in hundreds of different
publications and reports, and to aid in the proper
analysis and interpretation of the figures. The Survey
of Current Business compiles the indexes of domestic
and world stocks, new and unfilled orders, agricultural,
livestock and forest products marketings, foreign trade,
five and ten cent store sales, and department store sales
hy districts.

SOURCES ©F DATA

The sources and inclusiveness of the data in the table
" Monthly Business Statistics " will be found in the
explanatory footnotes covering each series in the 1932
Annual Supplement to the Survey. The data given in
these footnotes should always be kept in mind when
utilizing the statistics carried in each monthly number.
Sources of the weekly statistics are given on page 20
of the July, 1932, issue of the Survey, and in somewhat
more detail on page 4 of the August 4, 1932, issue of
the Weekly Supplement to the Survey,

HISTORICAL DATA

In the 1932 Annual Supplement to the Survey of
Current Business, the statistical series presented cur-
rently are carried back on a monthly basis to 1923, and
on a yearly basis to 1913, where available. The statistics
therein have been carefully reviewed and revised and
supersede those carried in the 1931 Annual Supplement
as well as those in the semiannual numbers issued prior
to 1931. Monthly data prior to 1923 will be found in

the early issues of the Survey and, in the Record Book of
Business Statistics, data on textiles, metals and
machinery, fuels, automobiles, and rubber are carried
back to 1909 on a monthly basis, where available.
These record books should not be used for data later
than 1922, and the monthly data should be checked
against the annual averages given in the 1932 Annual
Supplement to assure the continuity of the series and to
obtain any necessary corrections. The three parts of
the Record Book may be obtained from the Superin-
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office,
Washington, D. C , for 10 cents each, or 30 cents for
the set.

INDEX NUMBERS

To facilitate comparisons of the movement of impor-
tant series over a period of time, index numbers have
been used in numerous instances throughout the
Survey. In brief, these index numbers simply express
the current movement with relation to a fixed base—
usually the monthly average of the years 1923-1925.
The construction of these index numbers is described in
brief in the annual supplement.

SEASONAL ADJUSTMENT OF INDEXES

Seasonal variations are found in most economic
series for which monthly statistics are obtainable,
Consumption and production of commodities, foreign
trade, retail trade, employment, construction, railroad
freight traffic, and many other types of data are marked
by seasonal swings repeated with minor variations year
after year. These are definitely periodic in character
within a 12-month period. In cases where an adjust-
ment is noted for a series carried in the Survey* the
index has been corrected for the number of working or
business days in the various months, and then adjusted
for seasonal variation. The index figures thereby
become comparable throughout the series.

METHODS ©F USE

Methods of using and interpreting current business
statistics have been collected by the Department of
Commerce from many business concerns and are
described in a booklet entitled "How to Use Current
Business Statistics/* together with methods of col-
lecting statistics. This booklet may be obtained from
the Superintendent of Documents, Government Print-
ing Office, Washington, D. C , for 15 cents per copy.
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