
A N N O U N C E M E N T 

Business Conditions Digest will be discontinued 

As part of a reprogramming action, the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) will 
discontinue publication of the Business Conditions Digest (BCD) and add a scaled-down 
presentation of its business cycle indicators to the Survey of Current Business (Survey). 
The resources made available by the reprogramming will be used to strengthen BEA's 
work on the national income and product accounts (NIPA's) and on international 
investment surveys. These changes will not affect the calculation of the composite 
indexes of leading, coincident, and lagging business cycle indicators or their regular news 
release. 

The March issue of BCD will be the last one. The new presentation of business 
cycle indicators will be included as a separate section in the Survey, beginning with the 
Apri l issue. The Superintendent of Documents, who handles subscriptions to both BCD 
and the Survey, will convert current BCD subscriptions to first-class-mail Survey 
subscriptions. (For those who already subscribe to the Survey, the Superintendent of 
Documents will make an appropriate adjustment-either by extending the Survey 
subscription or issuing a refund.) 

The Survey section will present over 250 series in tabular form and about 130 
series in charts. This scaled-down presentation emphasizes monthly time series with 
strong cyclical characteristics, eliminates duplicate presentations of series, and reduces 
the number of closely related series that are presented. Quarterly series, such as those 
in the NIPA's, are deemphasized, and only a few diffusion indexes are retained. Charts 
of quarterly NIPA series will be included in another section of the Survey. 

The tabular presentation that will be in the Survey is shown on pages 1 to 5 of 
this issue of BCD. Series that will be shown in charts are identified with a diamond in 
the first column of the table. Designations of series' highs and footnotes are not 
included in this table; they will be included in April. 

Related data products-including printouts, diskettes, and files on the Commerce 
Department's Economic Bulletin Board-wil l be revised to reflect the scaled-down 
presentation. Publication of revised historical data for retained series will be continued 
in the Survey on a schedule to be announced later. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

This is the last issue of Business Conditions Digest. 

As part of a reprogramming action, the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) will 
discontinue publication of the Business Conditions Digest (BCD) and add a scaled-down 
presentation of its business cycle indicators to the Survey of Current Business (Survey). The 
resources made available by the reprogramming will be used to strengthen BEA's work on 
the national income and product accounts (NIPA's) and on international investment 
surveys. These changes will not affect the calculation of the composite indexes of leading, 
coincident, and lagging business cycle indicators or their regular news release. 

This is the last issue of BCD. The new presentation of business cycle indicators will 
be included as a separate section in the Survey, beginning with the Apri l issue. The 
Superintendent of Documents, who handles subscriptions to both BCD and the Survey, will 
convert current BCD subscriptions to first-class-mail Survey subscriptions. (For those who 
already subscribe to the Survey, the Superintendent of Documents will make an 
appropriate adjustment-either by extending the Survey subscription or issuing a refund.) 

The Survey section will present over 250 series in tabular form and about 130 series 
in charts. This scaled-down presentation emphasizes monthly time series with strong 
cyclical characteristics, eliminates duplicate presentations of series, and reduces the number 
of closely related series that are presented. Quarterly series, such as those in the NIPA's, 
are deemphasized, and only a few diffusion indexes are retained. Charts of quarterly 
NIPA series will be included elsewhere in the Survey. 

The tabular presentation that will be in the Survey is shown on pages 1 to 5 of this 
issue of BCD. Note that the series included on page 4 differ from those shown in the 
February BCD. Two producer price indexes (PPI's) have been added-finished goods and 
finished goods excluding energy and food~and two PPI's have been deleted~all 
commodities and industrial commodities. The added PPI's provide better measures of 
overall price movements than do the deleted PPI's. During the next few months, there 
may be additional adjustments to the presentation of business cycle indicators. 

Series that will be shown in charts are identified with a diamond in the first column 
of the listing on pages 1 to 5. Designations of series' highs and footnotes are not included 
in this table; they will be included in April. 

Related data products-including printouts, diskettes, and files on the Commerce 
Department's Economic Bulletin Board-will be revised to reflect the scaled-down 
presentation. Publication of revised historical data for retained series will be continued in 
the Survey on a schedule to be announced later. 
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