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19th January 1937.

My dear Riefler,

I owe you a double apology, first for not 

writing to you when Dr.Flexner’ s letter to the Governor came; 

and secondly for not writing when the Governor’ s reply to 

Dr.Jlexner went. My excuse is that I was frightfully  busy and 

driven, and having to choose between explaining the situation to 

Flexnerj^by the same post as the Governor's letter went^and 

explaining it to you, I  thought that you would not mind if  I  kept 

you waiting. I think the fact that I was so occupied was proof 

of the Governor’ s contention that I could not be spared. I 

cannot myself see that I  do any good here, but I do find myself 

continuously busy - this although the particular job which I 

expected in the New Year (and on the strength of that 

expectation refused your invitation in the autumn) did not 

materialise. With the relations of Governments to currencies 

taking on such important changes, someone has to try to under­

stand what is involved; I try to do that. I am also beset with 

questions about the duration of the boom; there is a lot of 

truth in Keynes’ remark that fears of a boom may precipitate a 

slump.

When
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Page 2. Winfield. V/.Riefler, Esq.. 19th January 1937.

When Dr.Flexner*s invitation came and I was 

told I could not be spared, I found that the Bank was thinking 

of sending someone - probably Mynors - to America to have a look 

round. I pressed that he should be suggested in ray place. I 

thought this would meet the needs of the Bank better than three 

months spent anywhere else, and I remembered your idea of 

co-ordinating research by Central Banks and thought that Mynors’ 

visit would at any rate be a beginning. Being - like myself - 

an academic person in the Bank, Mynors could reasonably be 

proposed for the honour of working in the Institute. Indeed, 

he and you will get a lot more out of his visit than you would 

have done out of a visit from me, because he is an economist 

while I am only a journalist.

Thomas Balogh, whom I saw for a few minutes 

on his return, asked me to write to you and tell you what I  

thought of him as an economist. I think so well of him that I 

have long wished to see him out of the speculative-financing 

world which he serves at present into a respectable academic 

environment. He has deteriorated in his present environment - 

which is wicked waste because he has a fine mind and a burning 

interest in economics. I find him nearly always stimulating and 

informing. Whether he is really original or only a quick and 

omnivorous reader, I am not well enough read myself to say. But

he
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he clearly has an acute analytical mind, which is none the worse 

if  it is eclectic rather than original, and combines with his 

analytical powers what no-one else in this country (except 

Robertson and Mynors) possesses, an appreciation and knowledge 

and curiosity about economic actualities - the ways in which 

people and institutions really react to changes in the economic 

situation - and the habit of checking his (more serious) 

generalisations by such statistical verification as is possible. 

Sprague told me he had a much better grasp of jyaierican banking 

than any other foreign student he had had. I can believe that. 

He has an amazing knowledge of books, institutions and persons; 

perhaps the Journalist's fla ir , but supported by the scholar's 

habit of wide and thorough reading. I f  I were myself under­

taking some organised research on the field of monetary 

economics on an international scale, he would be one of the first 

people I should try to get, because he starts with such a wide 

knowledge of different countries, based on residence and work in 

them, and he brings to his study of them such a knowledge of 

contemporary economic literature.

My respects (and sincere apologies for not 

turning up at Princeton myself) to your wife and the Director.

I hope
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I hope your research w ill Involve an early v isit  to London and 

that this time you will bring your wife.

Y o u r s ,

Winfield V .R iefler , Esq.
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1 1 ,

January 27, 193*

Dear **enryi

I hay© been postponing writing to you partly from natural 
laziness and partly also In the hope that some of the very tenuous 
situations on which you and I are destined to focus our aspirations 
would become more clarified. How I am almost ready to acknowledge 
that such clarification is too much to hope for in this world.

I really don1t know how to convey a picture of our situation 
to you except perhaps by the process of elimination. First, we are 
for the moment more concerned than usual with the internal situation, 
political and economic (and in that order). This is, of course, a 
natural result of the decline in business. Second, we are, I think, 
somewhat less emotional and somewhat more philosophical about it.
The hectic feeling of impending doom that was all pervasive in New 
York last fall has abated somewhat. It is at least modified by a 
realization that cyclical factors are involved. Third, panaceas 
have become less popular, (a) It looks as though a fair amount of 
the most unpopular tax features will be revised, but few any longer 
pivot the revival of business on that factor, (b) It Is generally 
recognized that the railroads may stay in mess, (c) The debate on 
public policy with respect to the utilities Is daily becoming more 
specific and concrete, but there is no clear clue as yet of its ul­
timate trend, (d) The construction picture is clearing a little.
I think it is fair to say that if construction remains low it will 
be a result of the lower level of general activity in contrast to 
the past twelve months when rapidly rising construction costs con­
stituted an Important factor in the decline in general activity. 
Aside from these more basic Individual situations, the general pat­
tern of business is what might be expected on cyclical lines. Con­
sumer demand, aside from durable goods like automobilest has held 
up remarkably well. As a result, the sharp decline in production 
has produced a better inventory situation and new orders are making 
their appearance in small volume. I still feel that on domestic 
factors February will witness a turn in nondurable goods activity, 

that automobiles cannot be buoyant before autuan ai the earliest,
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and that th© level between February ?*nd the autumn will be determined 
by construction and the outcome of the utility debate#

This does not take into account developments in England. Thera 
is greater apprehension over here th't you are making a real turn 
downward and that we *111 be seriously affected thereby. Personally 
I have no* opinion. I have realized for some time that I am not able 
to jud^e your market.

I have been in Princeton most of the time since rry return, but 
am planning to get down to Washington this week end. It may be that 
I will have more definite ideas on my return.

At our last meeting you spoke a little more hopefully of being 
able to get over here for a visit this winter. I do wish you would. 
We are really serious about wanting to see you. Please bring Mrs. 
Clay and Helen and make us ycur headquarters.

A. b ever,

Winfield W. Hiefler

Professor Henry Clay 
The Bank of In^land 
London, EBGLAHD
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We'brmry 1, 1937

7k&r Henry Clays

Tour good letter wr,rtw ay ho&rt* Itynov* is fast becoming 
nul te the nost popular person nrom& lie re, I think you will 
find nil ©orta of pressure brought on him to change his nation- 
alitor and Immerse hiinsolf porrianenfcly in the American scene* 
Seriously, everybody likes him traten&ously and we ara extreme­
ly happy. to have him# I only hop© that we can -keep him equally 
happy. X promise that 1 shall do ay best to introduce him to 
all thoee phases of the African situation shich I should want 
to know - if I were in the Bank.

0\ir real and whole-hearted Joy with %nors, however, in no 
way mitigates omt sense of loss with rospoct to you and Mrs* 
Olay. ,:o really want you here very anuato on personal' as veH as 
intellecttaal ftmtwflLs« It is ay hope that when Myaors returns 
he wil' make you so envious that you ^ill feel cons trained to 
eptulate him.

* expect to cerce over to ftenava for a meeting of the f i ­

nance Committee eooetias in April nnd shall plan to see you 
then, ynfortunat eiy* I do not see how I can brin^ Mrs.# Biaflar 
aloag a t  that ti*» .  1 .wish 1 ceuld«

As ever,

Wmfield W. Hiefler

Eenzy Clay, Esq. 
Bank of England 
Iiondon, m m i k W
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February 2U, 1937

Bear Henry Clay!

Tow iinn ̂ ratudy continues to cat a wide swath. He la 
wakin# a moat profound liapreaalon everywhere* He la not 
only capable of carrying tha prestige of the Bank of England, 
but I sincerely believe that he is increasing it amon^ those 
whom he has met*

I do not know how good a Job we are doing for him, X 
have tried to -rive Mra Ihe contacts and data in .\aerica whidh 
I should appreciate i f  I wore an economist in the Bank of 
Ingland* I hop© that you will find that the abort three- 
months* period has given him a vary firm background from 
wlii ch. yon and h© can build la ter* I nm sending you under 
separate cover a copy of a recent report of the Committee of 
which I have been chalrnan* She report is  s t i l l  confidential 
in the aenae that i t  in not yat «»va liable for publication, 
but i t  has been widely cl mala tod on this aldo of tKe crater*
I put Into it most of ffljy time during the autwm and since 
then have done a great deal of "nollirp" in order to put 
the program recommended into effect* It looks nor aa though 
it will go forward* I am sanding It at this tiwe not only 
because I TOnt you to have it and believe that you will be 
interested in it, but also because it reproaenta a fHirly 
com- lete stUBsary of one phase of the contacts which I have 
tried to /rive Wynors* If you read it before he returns, you 
will be better able tc understand some of the things he talka 
about \ihm he come a*

I find that I am due to go to Geneva for a meeting of the 
Financial Commit tee on April ?6th and have therefore mde reser­
vations on the Horrrandie to come over at the same time that 
%nerg returns* fhat means that I shall have an opportunity to 
aee you so^tima in April or May.

Sincerely,

Pro feasor Henry Olay
Sank of Bn*# and 
3k>ndon, tllQl&M
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ft

Oetefcer 19 ,

Itear Senrjr Clapf

tour long awaited letter has arrived smi mast accept the 
result* 1 eonfees I was orepartd for-ft in the light of recent
developments in. Uorope* It seemed to me that you would pratmfcly
reset as jfcu did*

fhe news- that Gladys? and you am  coming'for the winter, m
the other hand, Is *i*ws indeed* We are'\mreatrainedly delighted

and lode..forward to it as the hi^h light of the year* It will
form otte- sort of contact which we will do our best to ^rpetmta#

0 f

t lr>ve - just h^ard from Soveday that a l l  the committees of 

*M<Sh I m  a- meaner will he o^etltig at Ceneva in. IfoveiBfcer -and 

Becetnber* As fa r ’ as I can see now, that inea$« that I shall be 

..®Ontiruously ia  session there for about f  our' ^eafcs* I haven’t  

picked" ®y sailing y&t, mi. don't know whether I shall get. to 

London or not, though I. “want to badly* At aoy\mte* I shall, see;

yjm at the.'̂ îiislal Statistic!? .Committee meeting at Geneva*

A* ever.

Sjrof#**or
Hirtt M g ene

ijroiAiro

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

My dear Win:
I ought to have written to you sooner, "but I have had Siepmann's work to 

do since I came back and he went away on leave, and then things! have made it 
difficult to settle down to letter-writing. When it came to the point, I 
found I could not leave England —  with war in the offing and two sons Of mili­
tary age. Whether I should have decided otherwise in different political con- 
ditions, I don't know. I do not trust jnyself to work if I am not in a machine 

that drives me; the freedom which is the Institute's chief attraction, would 
alarm me. And I have not much more faith in my caracity for scientific work.
It would have been exciting to work with you and Walter and I should probably 
have been stimulated to write something; but in the last resort it is politics 
I am interested in, and the Institute is no more a place for politics than 
the Bank is. If anyone like you had asked me to work with him in England, I 
should have given up the Bank; nothing has happened to me for years that has 
given me anything like the encouragement your invitation gave me, and I shall 
always be grateful to you.

One thing I did do. I got it clear that if the Bank was not using me, I 
should consider myself free to do any work in the field of Economics that 
seemed to me important. Much to my surprise the chance has come already. Lew 
Douglas wrote asking me to go to McGill for a week or so. I put the letter 
up to the Deputy Governor expecting the usual objections; but he said he 
thought it a good excuse for me to go to America. So we settled it at once.
I told him my first obligation was to you, and I want to know whether I may 
come to the Institute for six weeks in the New Tear. I should leave here to­

wards the end of January, bringing Gladys with me. I should have to spend a
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- 2-  *

little time in New York and Washington as well as my week at McGill, and 
from Montreal I should have to pay a courtesy visit to Ottawa. But it is 
the Institute I want to come to,

I must write to Walter and Mr. Flexner. Love to all*

Tours,
H. C.
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W&nk xrf

23rd  J a n u a ry  19 3 9 .

D ear W in,

I  e n c lo s e  a c o p y  o f  my t im e - t a b l e  so

f a r  a s  I  can  f i x  i t  a h e a d . I  h ave a ls o  w r i t t e n  to

W a lte r  S te w a r t  t e l l i n g  him t h a t  I  am e x p e c t in g  him  and

you to  an sw er th e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t io n s :  "Why d o e s

G overnm ent sp e n d in g  c u r e  unem ploym ent in  Germany and n o t

in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f A m e rica ? "  "How i s  (a) c r e d i t

and (b) th e  e x c h a n g e s , r e g u la t e d  o f f  th e  g o ld  s ta n d a rd  -  
in  f a c t  and in  i d e a l ? ”

We a r e  b o th  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  v e r y  much

to  o u r v i s i t .

W ith  k in d  r e g a r d s  t o  y o u r  w i f e ,

Y o u rs s i n c e r e l y ,

/

IrCftt 7 . ( ^  4  u, v

M r .W in fie ld  W .H ie f le r .
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it ik sr art

Jan. 27 Leave Liverpool.

Feb. 3 Arrive Halifax.

4 " Montreal.

11 " Ottawa.

18 Leave Ottawa for Prinoeton.

19 Arrive Prinoeton,

Mar. 24 Leave New York for Southampton,

Addresses

Till Feb. 10 o/o Principal, MoGill University, Montreal*

" " 17 o/o Bank of Canada, Ottawa,

" Mar. 25 o/o Institute for Advanced Study, Prinoeton
N.J., U.S
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Q , c> A 2 ^t • C—̂ l. Cc<_̂

'̂ fd ^v /tM. "H-̂ U /I ttvA* ''

7 ^  7 ^  f 0 uT~ ^  fc^Lc^ <£) ^ ^  ^
Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Reproduced from the Unclassified I Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

iwX •j'v I C-j=h. C

Lv> t'V'Os 4 ^  ^ ^

,*vi c (K_ccv

U M f
d <J Ut̂ xX̂ -t Uŷ -Ĉ b -j~+„ f .
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Dear Friends at Princeton:
I feel I must write a short letter to you all and I can't think who to 

address it to so X write as above. I am writing in my office vrhic!i is a dirty 
old "building belonging to the Home Office, and partly given over to the "Women's 
Voluntary Services for Civil Defense". A good old Title.' The Chairman is 
Lady Heading, Vice Chairman is ters*. Montagu Norman with a certain number of 
highly efficient women organisers paid by the Government, .with a host of lesser 
important people (not paid) like myself, called Administrators.' Our work is to 
get centres going in all areas — • we have 7OC already, —  where we get unpaid 
women to run an office to see that all women are trained in what they can do 
in time of war, not forgetting arrangements for the billetting of at least 
three million children, ê cooperate with the Locnl Authority ever glad they 
are to have us. I came here daily and deal with correspondence in the London 
part of Surrey.

It was really a shock to get back to England. Our stay in the States seems 
like a wonderful drea.m. I heard an American accent last night and it .lust sounded 
lovely in my *ars as it reminded me of our wonderful time. But don't think we 
are gloomy. We are not. At first it was a shock to see how much further people 
were accenting it as necessary to be prepared for war. Then we became more 
philosophical about it and both began to help in getting ready for a siege 
if needs be, but not accepting war as inevitable. I refuse to do that and al­
ways say so and other people do too. Its funny sending one's boy off to school 
knowing that you might not be able to reach him by car next tin»e, as petrol 
would be rationed in time of war. You go to a Surrey Education Com. to inter­

view young men just coming out of college. The young men say they will gladly
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take the position we offer them, but they are 20 and 21 and may be called up 

under the new "Militiamen". Then you go to a Surrey Education Com. and discuss 

Evacuation of children and arrange for Teachers, wives and families to go 

with the children and hear the word of "dumplings" used for evacuees! A young 

lady (Ballogh's fiancA) arrives an hour late for dinner and explains (quite 

rightly) that she couldn’t help being la te  as she was interviewing Czechs and 

couldn't le t  them go away as they had waited a l l  day. $ive hundred pounds a 

day is given out in re lie f  at her offices in Mechlenburg Square.

Our Chairman, Lady Reading, a f i r s t - r a te  speaker (she was Lord Heading's 

secretary before she married him) and a very able woman, made 2S0 speeches 

since last October a l l  over England and we have a large number of other 

speakers doing similar work.

The Secretary of the Women's Institu te  got her driving license a year ago 

and now she is learning to drive a heavy lorry, so that she can qualify as an 

Ambulance driver. Some of them practice on dust carts in the evenings.’ I hear 

th«t everyone is going to be forced to make an a ir  raid shelter, but that may 

only be gossip and may not be true. Meanwhile, we carry on as usual, send 

King and Q,ueen to Canada.' I t  really is an odd existence.

Well I must stop, but I thought you might like to hear a b i t  of what 

we f e l t  when we got home.

Remember me to everyone.

G. Clay
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Sep 8/39

Kenley

„"OU-t- l^cej *"'

Dear Miss ’Vise,

t

1 have written this long letter which 1 have t 7/ped 

in triplicate,to  send to some of my friends in America end 1 ara 

sending it to you to show to whoever would like to read it ,

1 know lota of our friends are thinking of us and sending us messages 

of loving friendship and we love to get them. Our stay at Princeton 

seems like a bBautiful dream which happened years and years ago, and 

yet we are not unhappy. We are just learning to take things day ny 

day and learning not to worry about inessentials. My eldest boy had to 

join his unit in a few days so he got married first and we went up to 

his wedding, .just fpr the day. It all seemed quite natural,

though 1 would love the dear things to have had more than a twod ays 

honeymoon. However 1’ think his wife can be with him for part of the 

time even if he has to be out &11 day.

Yours very sincerely,
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1 know you are all thinking about us, lie re in 

England, and as 1 have a few minutes to spare 1 t’ ought 1 woxild 

try and see if 1 cannot give you some glimpse of England through 

my experiences. It would take too long to explain the work of 

the Women's Voluntary Services but my job in it is to look after 

Centres in the different local authorities in the Metropolitan 

Area of Surrey,answering people's questions and trying to be a 

bureau of information(which is difficult when orders change so 

rapidly as thqy have been doing lately) and visiting these Centres 

to encourage the women in them and settle differences if they arise.

1 have an office in a beautiful new building belonging to the 

Surrey County Council at Kingston,and 1 drive everyday. 1 am 

hoping to get special petrol allowance for the work- 1 dont think 

there will be much difficulty-for private people will not be able 

to get more petrol than will take them 200 mile#. a month. Think 

if i11i You get petrol according to your horse power.

Driving at night is going to be very nearly impossible. You 

can only have a two inch slip showing in your side lights and 

most people take headlight bulbs out. You can use them if they 

are painteid black 1 believe but the authorities are so strict

j
that 1 think that headlights will not be used. . 1 have a fog

i

lamp 1 shell use when 1 have put adhesive plaster all over it 

and blacked the plaster of the way down. All bumpers have to 

be palntec. white and a strip on the running boards. But after 

all if you can only go 200 mites a month you might as well use it

Dear Friends,
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for day work. 7/inter afternoons are going to be difficult.

At night 1 think most people will stay indoors. You cant think 

what its like crossing the London streets with no street lamps 

and no lights from any shop. Its really rather a terrifying ex­

perience at first. You think you are going to bump into cars as Y1'" 

cross the road and you only just miss bumping people walking on the 

side walkl Coming down from my boy’s war wedding in Cheshire , 

the train had only a blue light in the middle of the carriage. You

could not see the person's face opposite and everyone went to sleep.
near

The conductor came through the train to wake us up when we got to 

Paddington and it was evidently his usual practice! It was not ten 

o ’clock but everyone was asleepS. w r>« very few peopie in tone

train. Tubes are lovely and light and then you come out into this 

utter darkness. Char branch line trains have no lights a* 

llveryone wears tfease absurd little boxes on their backs containing 

their gasmask and it all looks absurd. Then the business of covering 

your windows! You cant think what it is like. 1 have had a friend 

working for me for a week a m  even now all the windows are not covered. 

The material has to be black or green or dark brown and you have 

not to leave an inch of light showing. Go out and have a lo&k at 

your own windows and see how much light is showing even M t h  your 

thickest curtains. Air hardens come round and scold you if you 

show any lig&t at all. In this building is what is called a control 

station, ^e^e the message is received from the Goast to say that 

the Germans are to be seen from the Cosst. The messages are then
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sent out from here all over Surrey. Hooters and syrens go 

and the troulble is that rasny of them sound like noisy lorries 

starting and you keep v/ondering all day whether you have had a 

hooter or a lorry. However one gets used to it. The first time 

you heard the warning is a hit • eird hut soon its seems noMiig 

though of course we have not tried a raid yet. The first 

warning came when 1 Y/as at the C.Science Sunday School. " e 

were just finishing our Service when the message came so we all 

went into the cellars and sang hymns to cheer \ipthe children. 1 

think they rather enjoyed itl Then 1 had to take three children 

home and was’nt the Mother pleased to see them. She had heen so 

worried for they had had to walk a long way to S.School.

It was only a French plane!I The next one came at 3.a.m. Henry 

and 1 got up, we .ere the only people in the house as we had sent 

the children up to Yorkshire. We dressed andw ent out into our Air 

Raid shelter and s at there for half an hour. Nothing happened.

‘̂he next time the warning went it was 7.a.m.-a more reasonable 

time- again we went into our shelter. This time the pi-nes came 

near the ^oast but did not penetrate. We heard guns but slas they 

mistook an English plane for a German. Now Henry says he is not 

going to go downstairs even,he wants to be comfortable! Mrs 

Montagu Norlman says she is not going to g et downstair s feill she

hears guns 

it looked 1 

same in len

We have a lovely shelter. efore it had its top on 

ike an Egyptian tombi It is 6ft deep and about the 

gth,covered with corrugated iron and earth on the top
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of t h a t .  We have a pack in g  case f o r  a t a b l e  w ith  s candle  and

matches and two s e a t s .  With a ru g  an old  c o a t  and my Canadian

b o o ts  i t  i s  v ery  co m fo rtab le . On the la n d in g  you have a bucket

of s o i l  w ith  a shovel to  use  i f  an in c e n d ia ry  bomb h i t s  your a t t i c

and e veryone i s  asked to  t id y  up t h e i r  a t t i c s l  1 have done minei

I f  you a re  out in  th e  c a r  in  a r a i d  you have to  p a rk  your c a r  in

a s id e  s t r e e t  o r  an open space and take cover y o u r s e l f .  I f  th e re  i s

no cover yo a re  recommended to  l i e  down f l a t i i i  The c h i ld r e n

were a l l  e vacuated  as you know but -unless we have an s i r  r a i d  or  two

1 th in k  many c h i ld r e n  w i l l  j u s t  walk home! Some of them a r e  very

happy indeed and Helen says you see  people w alking  about the to a d s

ta k in g  " t h e i r ”c h i ld r e n  o u t,  but th e  Mothers w i l l  want them back 1

f e e l  sure i f  H i t l e r  le av es  u s " in  p eace ,rin  London. A ll  g i r l s

who want to  jo in  th e  v a r io u s  women s e rv ic e s  a re  f lo c k in g  to  th e

Laboufc Exchanges to  be e n r o l le d .  They are  g iven  a good uniform ,

have b i l l e t s  found f o r  them and pay a t  th e  r a t e  of 2 /2  p e r  day 
begin
to  Elgin w ith .  1 b e l ie v e  you have to  e n l i s t  f o r  fo u r  y e a rs  which 

i s  a long tim e. ^ h a t  you do i f  you  want t o  g e t  m arried  1 dont know* 

Shops a re  having a v ery  bad time in d eed . There i s  going to  be so 

much c e n t r a l  buying t h a t  a t  th e  moment i t  i s  not easy  t o g e t  s to c k s .  

Everyone of bourse w i l l  have r a t i o n  cards  f o r  c e r t a i n  commodities.

1 am n o t  sur$  which th e  f i v e  a re  but b a c o n ,s u g a r ,b u t te r  and m argerine 

be amongst them. L ss t  tim e we got one ta b le s p o o n fu l  

of b u t t e r  pei* week p e r  p erso n ! 1 hope we g e t  more t h i s  tim e.

1 have f o r g o t t e n  meat. Me a t  i s  of  course to  be on th e  l i s t .

a re  bound to
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There w ill be little  fish  obtainable. The trawlers 1 suppose w ill 

be busy catching submarines instead of herrings! The dressmakers 

are out of work and some are ruined from a business point of view, 

but clothes will still be wanted if  they can only tifcd&themsevlea 

over for a b it . The clothing factories will be very busy and of 

course if  so many girls are in uniform civilian  clothes will be 

needed less and less. The human unhappiness you hardly dare look 

at. 1 was seeing a friend home in my car the other day and a bright 

young t hing passed in her car andc ailed out "Goodbye Mr Mennell”

±n the gayest of voices. When she had gone my friend said "That 

girl is leaving her nice little  home. Her husband is flying in 

the air force, she is going to her Mother. She is expecting a baby 

before long." 1 am fortunate,at the moment. Gabriel has a commission 

in the ^oyal :Army Ordnance Corps, which mends lorries at a base~ 

or rather sees that his men mend the lorries- and is not expected 

to have to go abroad for month. Jim w ants the “ avy. rie is down 

on a w&iting list but at the moment he is going on with Accountancy. 

Helen is going to school daily from home,im^less things get too noisy 

and then she will go to Yorkshire. John w illb  e at school in 

Oxford. They have a. good shelter for the boys. But it is not going 

to be easy for parents if they hear Oxford has been bombed.

It viould be difficult for headmasters to let us know for telegrams 

and telephones get blocked wth a sudden demand as there would be 

with a bi$ air raid. 1 can tell you 1 have learned a lot in one 

week! War is a beastly and inhuman thing and an absurd way of settling 

anything. '°-it l.am beginning to wonder whether the people who are

4

o into the fighting line are not more idealistic than thor-
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who‘,sa$AtHey cannot fight,and yet 1 could not fight myself1 

It was evidently England's business to stop Napoleon and it looks 

as if history was repeating tiself.

The day after war broke out 1 went to ray office which was then 

at Tohhill St Westminster, and was reminded of our wonderful visit 

to C-anada and the ^tates. So refreshing! 1 rang up the typing room 

about something and the ladyreplied, "1 \ ond r if you would m  nd ?<raiting 

a bit. The Queen is coming and 1 must tidy our ro omi 1 then thought 

1 had better tidy mine and practice my curtsey which 1 had taken so 

much trouble to learn for the Governor General and his wifel 

After a time the door was flung open by one of our people saying the 

Queen is coming, and shortly after that she came in,shook hands with 

tae Bnd asked me what 1 did. She looked very nice. The children of 

course were thri led to be able to tell everyone that 1 had talked 

with the Queen. It made them feel my work was worth whilei

We shall of course nr ke heaps of mistakes. You cant help i t - 

when you have such an upheaval. iVUrney will be wasted, lives lost 

unnecessarily, but there is not an Englishman *r women who is not 

behind Chamberlain. .e felt ashamed after Munich. No one can say 

we have not been oatient. r1e shall come through. Germany cant win.

Yours sincerely,
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/vHurst Lodge
Kenley a"r- 1

-C-C...

Dear Miss wise,

S e p  26 / it'S j/f
"C u« i.

ir"T

Here is a bit more diary which mau interest 
the friends round you. It is not *\ s interesting "but, th.n 
nothin much has happened. One is glad it has not.
1 prefer leaflet throwing to bomb.? dont ^ou?

1 hope you are getting in to your new premises and are en­
joying them.

Yo'']rs sincerely,

[l<b> Cl^y
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Dear friends,

Life seems a wee bit more normal perhaps, for 

Helen has gone back to her day school and John has gone to Oxford. 

John forgot his gas mask and 1 had to post it to him but appranetly 

the school had iiot trusted parents or boys to remember and had got 

sufficient in to provide each boy with one. Helen's school has 

an air raid warning each day to get the children a ccustomed to 

going into the shelter and they have to come into preyers as well 

as into all classes, with their overcoats and gas masks. Really 

people seem to get very used to carrying them and you see all boys 

on bicycles carrying these little cardboard boxes on a string on 

their backs. Henry wears one-the Bank made him- and Mrs Win- 

tringham s^id he looked as if he was going; fishingl The Bank has 

white canvas bands on theirs. 1 saw a rather sad sight this mor­

ning as 1 drove here to my office at Kingston. A motor lorry 

with a small householder(s furniture in it. At the back with- 

the furniture sat a young woman holding her bsby (bn her knees.

She had such a sad face and 1 felt sure she was a soldier's wife 

■or had had her home bro/ekan up with the ar. Sje looked so patient. 

1 have a very nice office in the County Hall Kingston on Thames 

where lwri";e(with the help of a very good unpaid secretary) 

a very largo number of letters and answer a greatmany telephone 

calls. My Secretary is paid by the B.B.C.to stay at home so long

as she is doing work of National importance. They do not need her 
at oresent ‘jut of course if others got killed they would want her.

Letter two. Sep 21/39
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However that is not very likely to happen as tfeie B.B C.is at 

Evesham. Quite a lot of firms have reserved staff like this 

ifthe offices are atill in London. In each Local Authority

we have a W.V.S. Centre ( of women) helping all they can with 

local A.R.P. They interview women volunteers and try to guide 

them to suitable voluntary work. For instance they see,if a 

woman wants to be an Ambulance Driver that she does not mind seeing 

blood and that she can drive a car and does not want to become 

an Ambulancd Driver because she wants free driving lessons!

The County is arrnaging for "trekkers "camps in four places in 

Surrey. All on Commons where there is plenty of space. Here 

they woild have canteens and policement to keep order. They 

anticipate that in case of bad air raids a great m? ny people would 

pour out of London and loot and steal if there was no food pro­

vided. Epsom and Esher have arranged for a hall to put women 

and children in with straw mattresses and to train suitable 

women to talk to the Mothers and try and persuade them to go home. 

They would have to be very persuasive 1 should think after a 

bombardmentI Tomorrow we begin petrol rationing. 1 am told

1 cannot use the ".V.S. oecial allowance for coming here. 1 

certainly refuse to use our precious 7 gals a month for private 

use for A.H.P.work. It takes me 30 minutes by car each way, it

would take 

deadlocki 

round ther

me 2 hrs each way by trainI At the moment there is a

The Head Office is trying to see if there is no way

egulation which refuses to allow me V.. [.S.etrol for
coming to work.
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In this building is a Control station. Here,in a specially 

protected building, specially strengthened roof sand bags 

on the top sandbags round the entrance, is the telephone 

exchange which deals with air riid warnings. Here sit

about a dozen girls at telephones all day and all night 

working on eight hour shifts. In a room adjacent is a large 
board with all the local authority centres marked out, nyinber 

of ambulances, First Aid Posts, hoppitals decontaminating 

stations, Pire Brigades etc, all marked out on this big board 

and during an air raid these boards would be used for marking 
out where these different ambulances etc had been telephoned 

for and the man on duty sho Id be able to use all of them to 

the best advantages. What happens if the tepehones a re completely 

blown out of order,1 dont know. 1 suppose they would use motor 

bfcke drivers of w hich they ha ve a good many. lt looks

rather like a game to play with counters.

People are grumbling that we do not get much news here in 

Eng.and. 1 expect y ou know more than ve do what is happaing. 

Hitler’s speeches one gets a bit tired ofi 1 wonder if you 

have ever tried to really darken rooms. It is so difficult.

e put spe 

strip pinr 

gleams of 

then it Is 

Thank heav

cial green material over the windows, then you add a 

ed onto the window frame at the t op to prevent little

II ht where the curtain hook onto the poles, and even 

necessary to shade your lights very much irieed. 

en they have allowed cars a wee r'it more light, lt took
me 20 minutes the other night to so down the hil'1 i
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Sep 26/39

People are now beginning to think the Local Authorities have 

been unnecessarily busy in protecting the Civil poluation. Wo 

Air Raids have taken place and what about paying for all this 

guarding? They were willing enough when they thought the

bombs were coming next night, now they feel differently. The

V  (UdWu^c^ *** '
wages paid isfossaf usually about £3 per week and in the country

x

districts there was great exasperation among the villagers for 

paying men £ 3 a week for staying all day and all night(they 

hsd shifts of course) reading newspapers and stories and sitting 

in deck chairs waiting for air raids which never came. It was 

true they were Pire men and had a fire  engine already to put out 

fires over a large’area, yet the fires did not come,a nd it made 

then villagers mad to pass these big strong fellows sitting reading 

stories in the lovely September sunshine I To be sure there are 

heaps of people on guard and walking about all night without being 

paid but as most people do not know which are paid and which a re 

not they cant descriminate. Ilford Hates are to go up, it is 

s a id ,100 per cent I And who is to pay for all this? The local 

retea are paid by the localr  atepayers and many of them have no 

money since ; the ’. a r . ‘■‘•'here are haaps of women and men out of work. 

We constantly hear of cases of people with large houses and servants 

completely ruined, as far as theyc an see. Kobody goes to London 

to buy clothes. All cheap tickets on the railway are stopped. 

Nobody feel 3 like buying clothes and the warm weather has gone on
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so that people who will buy and can afford to buy, perfer to 

wait t ill  the weather gets colder and warm clothes seem attractive. 

Trnasport of commodities is d ifficult  too for lorries cannot drive 

at night, owing to the lighting restrictions, and it is d ifficult to 

get what youwant even when it is at thefacto ry . 1 have been waiting 

three weeks for some shoes which 1 know must be at the f actory but 

they just dgnt come. Sugar is of course going to b e  rationed, as 

well as many other things, and at the moment the grocer” lets you 

iiave' uilo pound of sugar where you used to buy two or three. His 

supplies are cut down and the other day when my cook asked the man 

who calloJ ini' r,H<» or cl nr for some sugar, he saia ” let me see what 

you have In  the cupboard'1. She showed him and said !!Mo you cant 

have any” I ‘-i-'here was about Slbs in the cupboard! Meat seems to 

be going to the troops and as many of the ordinary soldiers don ot 

get a roast of beef everyday, the demand is greater than the supply. 

Before arranging what you w ill have for dinner you go a nd ring the 

butcher to see what he has In his hop! The Gov.tried tor egulate 

fish  buying but it was such a failure they have given up and fish  

markets are open as usual only wher^ they get their f i s h f  iom 1 

dont know, -...ost of thet  rawlers are mine sweeping. ' e<=had to f i l l

in for the 

are in the 

cards. It 

Only if  any 

on arrival

National Register this week saying how many persons there 

aouse on Friday night ne^t. we shall thenget ourration 

was quite frasy In the last war so it w ill be in this, 

of you risk coming over please get your ration cards 

or you will not be popular with your friends!
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John says they have some fine shelters at school but they a re 

very bare but he says they intend to make them more attractive soonl 
At the moment no more offices are going out of London. Some firms 

have half in London and half in s country place where the rest 
could go if raids cane,but it is very inconvenient for business. 
Harrogate in Yorkshire is full of a Gov department,all the hotels 
are commandeered. A charming girl in my i: .School class told me 
she was going away the second Sunday a fter War broke out as her 
office (she ?/as a Civil Servant) v/as being transferred to Southport. 

Last Sunday she told me they had not gone and would not go till 

6fo of the staff was killed! I Nice calculations! Gabriel is living 
at home still and driving 30 miles to his Array job. They a re all 
Engineers but as no lorries need repairing there is nothing to do.
He has been made paymaster and had to pay 30° men one day and give 

each man two salutes. One before Hae got his money and one afterwards!
A /

Peggie said his arm was quite tired by the endof the day.
1 wish you could see London since the rationing of petro . It 
really looks like a small village as far ss the roads are concerned.

j
The buses.which are running are careering along at a grand, pace and 

much space round them that they must really feel just 
everyone admiring them. The trains are crowded par- 
a Sunday ,when they run very less frequently, with people

3 realtions who have been evacuated or have evacuated
teachers returning to the evacuees,clerks and girls
a;oing home for the weekend and back to their evacuated

O l  1 i .  C  G  s  «

there is so
grand with <
ticularly o:

going to se

themselves, 
in offices
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All motorists^ are studying how they can save petrol and finding 
that either their car is not as good as they thought it was on 
petrol,or blaming the npoolH petrol for the poor performance they 
get out of their car. 1 walked up and down our hill twice on 
Sunday and if you do not get your car very near the curb you fio 

not feel like wasting petrol in putting it at a proper distance 

frorruthe curb because you would be using a bit more petrol if you 
didl 1 am trying free wheeling down the hill but 1 doubt if it is 
much saving. 1 want to goto Church tonight, 1 shall have to walk 
down the hill take a train to Purley, cross that dangerous dark 

main road, dothe same returning and walk up the hill once morel 
It is alright with a moon like 1 shall have tonight but it will 
be different when there is no moon. At one time village concerts 
were always arranged to suit the moon. lexpect they were too in 
the States. Everyone who walks about at night-Air Wardens and 

Special * olice-tell me the moon and stars look so woclderful now 
the streets and houses are all darkened.

This letter is getting too long. As you will have gathered 

there is little to say except people seem tob e settle down a bit 
more. Everyone is terribly sorry for Poland of course as 1 know 
you willbe too. 1 am told the Poles dislike the Russians more than 

-‘-hey think the Russians will just kill of the better 

and keep the others to work for them, and after the w ar 
be forced to give back what she hastaken as she will be

the Germans, 

class people 
Germany will
beaten owing to internal affairs,but Russia cannot be made to give up
what she has b aken and England will not want to go on fighting Russia*
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Pjrlends*

It seems odd when you think that a few months ago

wa were busy on th© ^priblem*1 of how t o decrease motor accidents, 

when today we have solved It  very easily* .Just r^in the motor 

trade by rationing petrol and raising  taxation and there is no 

further need for extra police, wid*r roads, fresh Police Courts 
etcl Moat parking places are empty, the garages are nearly rulnad 
and refusing to sell petrol unless you-pay for it on the spot, no 

new cars appear to be sold no price for secondhand cars, and an 

immense number of cars put up for the winter or for the war#
1 expect It  would ppy someone to buy a few new. care for t he price 

will go up when cars sold again , .but then everyone think** that they 

m1.!?ht be bombed and in any case the Income tax is so Increased t hat 

everyone has to think how to save money* 1 went up to the bake 

district to see my Mother who wes i l l ,  «nd one day 1 walked along 

tha main road from Patterdale to Fenrlthfwalking perhjtps 14; Miles 

of it* 1 did not see one private car* 1 a aw one van the next 

tire 1 walked it  1 saw one private car *nd no van* Usually thir is 

a pretty busy road in summer and fall* ^ ou knoft 00 course

that all bumpers are painted white and there is a white band, painted

across the front wings of about 55 inches,to help people to see each 

other at night* At last one can rid*» with n bit more light#

The increased Income tax is a great shock to everyone* My sister

who h«s four children under twelve yearR, paying for h^r children*s
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sc h o o lin g  has to f in d  an e x t r a  £50 p e r  y e a r .  And b e fo re  th ey  

d id  n o t f in d  i t  e a s y  to  meke e'ndsra meet* My s i s t e r  r a r e l y  buying 

new c l o th e s .  Another p erso n  has to  f i n d  an e x t r a  £380  p e r  y e a r .

Then th e r e  a re  th e  peo p le  who are  b ad ly  h i t .  I f  they  c an prove the!: 

income t h i s  l a s t  y e a r  has gone down 20% th ey  a re  l e t  some o f f  b u t 

most peo p le  u se  up th e  money they  have had th e  l a s t  s i x  months 

and to  have t o  be charged on l a s t  y e a r 1 s income i s  n o t  a t

a l l  easy  f o r  though you may n o t be a b le to  claim  th e  20% r e d u c t io n  

in  your income, th e  19|$» r e d u c t io n  of y o u r  income might o n ly  be i n  

th e  l a s t  h a l f  y e a r  which in c lu d ed  th e  beginning  of th e  war*

Cfoming down from P e n r i th  y e s te r d a y  1 came through  P resto n #

There were s o l d i e r s  w a it in g  on a p la tfo r m  w ith  a m i l i t a r y  band 

p la y in g  on th e  s t a t i o n .  They were w a it in g  f o r  t h e i r  t r a i n  to  A ider-  

shot p r e p a r a to r y  to  going over to  F ran ce, To be p la y in g  Auld Lang 

Syne seemed to  b r i n g  th e  war very  n e a r  to  u s  e l l #

1 saw my b r o th e r  in  law who i s  an I n s p e c to r  of S chools* He 

i s  f u l l y  up to  th e  e a r s  in  E v acuation  problem s. He s&d i f  only  

a bomb had f a l l e n  j u s t  b e fo re  or J s t  a f t e r  E v acu atio n  th e  problems 

would have d is a p p e a re d ,  l t  was th e  f a c t  th e  bombs d id  no t come th a t  

made th in g s  f l i f f i c u l t i  One v i l l a g e  woman had promised to  ta k e  th r e e  

c h i ld re n *  The b l l l e t t i n g  o f f i c e r  s a id  th e re  were fo u r  b r o th e r s  could  

she n o t  ta k e  fo u r*  She s i d  w e ll  she would* When ehe got to  the 

c h i ld r e n  ^hey were b la c k  c h i ld r e n  w ith  c u r ly  t i g h t  M kck h a i r i  The 

c h i ld r e n  had come from th e  L iverpool dock 1 about?# She was grand#

She took  1;hem* There has been a good d e a l  of t r o u b l e  w ith  s p o i l t  

beds, i f  you w i l l  excuse me going i n to  d e t a i l s .  You cm imagine th e r e
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would be with so many children of f»ll ages and from all kinds of 

homes# Mfr brother in law went into a headmaster’s roam and he sail 

to him, what do you think that big roll is in the corner? He said 
material for darkening blinds* Hog eld the Headmaster rather teetil 

it is- yards and yards of rubber sheeting which 1 am cutting tip into

/jw Ivo-wstripe and giving out to the villagers# Its th* o m y  way of having
a

any peace! It Is perhaps rather Improper to put in this story but 
it seemed to me to make so clear so many simple problems which all 
these school mr-sters have to deal with,that 1 risked your thinking 

it out of place# 1 saw lots of children about and the-> seemed to 

be oo hsppy collecting "conkers* end blackberries# One lot of 

children start early and hove school in the morning nd the other 

half In the afternoons# ^ome of the children think it awful to have 

to alk far to school I One story of a child aa y have been Invented# 

J'he was asked what she thought of the country* ?‘he replied"* :ell at 

home we get milk out of a nice clean milk bottle* here we get it 
out of $ dirty old cow#” People in towns© are working hard to make 

clothes for the evacuees# One place under my charge (though 1 hud 

nothing to do with it) made 700 garments In about 5 weeks for these 

children#

It has been grand getting letters fro® our friends end. we do 

appreciate them# It Is good too to hear of Walter Stewart and *-in 

Biefler at Washington tho 1 am sorry for their families# It does 

not seem qnlte fa ir  that they should have to go# 1 am not going to 

think this war 1 b going on for ages* 1 am sure the German people are 

too sensible and too good *ot to wake up to the absurdity ^

B- t fanatics a m  ***** -
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What is rather s rprising is the real unhappiness of many of th© 

women, ho have been evacuated, inspite of every kindness f om the 

country people* They cant bear thecountry. It is not only the 

fact they have left their homes and their husbands, but the fact 

that there is no Cinema no streets andt raffle to look at no shops*

The Wo enfs Institute pa. er talks of rfang ish” of some of the .mothers 

evacuated* 1 knew some would not like it but did not think they 

would dislike it as much as that. 1 asked a school officer to give 

me some figures of an are 1 knew* ^e said only 75% of the children 

from these schools turned up at school to be evacuated rnd over helf 

ha'1 returned. Now they are sending off morel It is & very expensive 

business*

1 think the enclosed letter in The Times is worthy of quoting;

It comes from Jfiarobi Kenya.

n D^ar Sir , 1 beg you to accept me to offer my three pigs 
to Government to be used in the war* 1 have kept three 
pigs only and 1 am wanting them to be in the work of your 
Crown according my love and ower,like other fellows who have 
given up their lives in order to defend other people’s lives# 
i felt heartedly as 1 have no knowledge or experience of any 
work except these pigs which 1 decided that 1 must 'give them 
to Government,exactly as 1 would lve up my life for our 
Kingdom to remain j st to us as it has been forever, in meas­
uring m:/ pigs, the ;y are four feet in length etc. Now sir,l 
would be very much pleased to hear from you 1 hatyou hace decided 
fotf that question of these offerings. Your obedient servant

Xanogo S/0 NJega
C/0 Chief Kuria* s Locatlo lhwagi 

Is *nt ttyat charming 5

Henry is 

very fool!

ery busy with Governemtn work. You will hear of lots of 

sh things England will be doing* To arrange everything

sensibly is rn impossible task just as it was with vrwi ^
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The surprising thing is that people seem to e- pect it will all 

work smoothly1 we have had very heavy rain the last few days, 

al most continously rain, but it wa as well we did not have any 

sir raids as the helters are all full of w*ter. Everyone is 

very disturbed at the disaster to the Royal Qek and wondering 

what on earth the Navy is doing to let s ch. things happen# t 

anchor too it sounds shocking. We go on wondering when Hitler 

will make n attack on the Western front b t nothing happens 

seriously at the moment though it always seems as if it will happen 

next minute# Some of the German soldiers captured did not know 

there was a war on# They were told the guns they heared were 

blastingsI No alien is allowed to move more than 5 miles away 

from the Po ice ares without a special permit# The tribunals are 

sitting and giving permits to work at d&ffer-nt things# Women 

in domestic service will have to stay there. 1 am watching t?/o 

maids in my household end studying the problem from firsthand#

They have bought their tickets for America ( v I r England) when 

they wece In Germany as they were not allowed to bring mosey out# 

They buy tickets from a Dutch line and in one case, asked the name 

should he cltered to a ister who has already got her ermlt to 

enter the States. It is a very great upro6ting and as family 

feeling is stronger in Jewish families than in others, it is 

particularly hard on them# They work well but all the time you

feel your household is merely a station where they change treinsi
i

1 like to feel that people went to stay with, me unless they are

roin^ tc get married* But that is too much to/ expect*
i

5
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Suet and sugar will soon be rationed so 1 decided to carryn on 

as usual n ke my Christmas puddings! 1 must also mak~- the 

mincemeat and the Christmas cake while 1 can. All the tine you 

have s queer feeling as to whether you are "risking '“ate” by doing 

so* It is silly but the rule of learning to live day by dry seems 

to be getting stronger and stronger. It is ve y difficult getting 

about without a moon and torches and refills ere very difficult to 

get* Jim’s little girl, Angela, got lost coming up hone on e night 

though she knew the way perfectly well, snd stopped and asked fit r 

house where she .5* The lady told her and then felt anxious so , 

though she did not know me well, rang up to say a yo g lady seemed 

to be lost on her way to our house* Angela was rather cro s that 

she had to be hunted for for allshe wanted to know was, where was 

she?14 Jim went through the niverr ity Recruiting Committee yes­

terday but we have not heard the result* On Monday he is going to 

assist a nie^hbour who is Controller of "eatherjbut how Ion-" ho can 

stay at i hat safe work we dont know* it will mean going to U m d o n  

everyday. Our train service 1b as :gual during business hours but 

only every hour nt other times*

England is not bitter at the moment* The newspe ers are 

getting more use at gifcing at Germany’s high commrnd,b t not 

seriously* No one Is bitter or angry* 'hat we shrll be like it is 

impossibly to tell* It is difficult to feel sorry for the German 

people if you have s ffered in consequence nnd 1 cant see the 

temper keeping as it is todny. No one really seems to agree with 

■kLoyd ^eo:?ge though he makes us think*
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not cut any io© at the moment# Hd wonnthe last war 

ve know but he is too”clever” and 1 think he thinks he could get 

the better of Hitler in a conference# 1 dont believeh© could*

1 only wish he could#
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MR. EA R LE  

Mr. RirFLEft.'
Nov 1 3 / o 9

D e a r  F r i e n d s ,

. __Ml5.3_ BlISB.
, o t h I n g  o f  c o u r s e , h a s  v e r y  m uch h a p p e n e d  s i n c e  1

w r o t e  l a s t .  A t t h e  e n d  d f  l a s t  w e ek  i t  l o o k e d  a s  i f  H i t l e r  was 

g o i n g  t o  m a r c h  I n t o  H o l l a n d  a n d  f e e l i n g  w as p r e t t y  t e n s e .  1 w e n t  

i n t o  ix m d o n  on t h e  F r i d a y  m o r n i n g  t o  a  C o m m it te e  and y o u  c o u l d  j u s t  

f e e l  t h e  t e n s i o n  e v e r y w h e r e .  I t  i s  r e a l l y  a s t o n i s h i n g  how y o u  c a n  

g e t  t h i s  f e e l i n g  w i t h o u t  e v e n  t a l k i n g  t o  a r y o n e .  A g lo o m  seem ed t o  

be  o v e r  e v e r y t h i n g  r e a l i s i n g  t h a t - s o r r y  a -  e e r e  t o  t h i n k  o f  H o l l a n d  

h a v i n g  t o  do  s u c h  a  t e r r i b l e  t h i n g  a s  f l o o d i n g  h e r  l a n d s , —i t  m e a n t

■H XQ
g r i m  f i g h t i n g  and  a e r o p l a n e  b a s e s  n e a r e r  t o  u s .  I t  o u l d  a l s o  m e - n  m o re  

r e f u g e e s  t o o  a n d  g o o d n e s s  know s w h e r e  we s h o u l d  p u t  th e m .  : n g l a n d  s e e m s  

f u l l  up  w i t h  r e f u g e e s , n o t  o n l y  f r o m  G erm any o f  w h i c h  we h a v e  h e a p s ,  

b u t  e v i> c u e e s  who seem  l i k e  r e f u g e e s  t o o .  Ho e v e r  o v e r  the_ w e e k e n d

B e l g i u m  w e r e  in v a d e d ; -m a y  h a v e  d o n e  t h e  t r i c k - f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g .

1 d o n t  s u p p o s e  i t  w a s  c o r r e c t  b u t  i t  m i g h t  h a p p e n .  T h e r e  i s  , b y  t h e  

w a y ,o n e  t h i n g  w h i c h  1 c a n  s a y  t o  y o u  w hich. 1 c a n t  s a y  t o  o t h e r s ,  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  A m e r ic a n  c i t i z e n s  a l w a y s  p u t t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  o u r  p l a c e s  

w hen t h e y  come o v e r  a n d  d i s c u s s  t h e  " w a r  s i t u a t i o n " .  We h p t e  t o  

show o u r  f e e l i n g s  b e c a u s e  we know i t  i s  w i s e r  n o t  t o  u n l e s s  we j u s t  

c a n t  h e l p  i t -  and  t h i s  s o m e t im e s  g i v e s  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  we a r e  

made o f  c a s t  i r o n  i n  o u r  f e e l i n g s .  To g i v e  a n  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  o t h e r

n i g h t  we h ad  a  v i s i t o r  i n  a n d  a  l e t t e r  h a d  come f r o m  G abi p i c j e n d

1 t o l d  t h i s  t o  H e n ry  b e f o r e  o u r  g u e s t .  1 a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  

h e  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  go t o  F r a n c e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  J a n y .  " e i t h e r  o f  u s

j»nt H li /C*

t h i n g s  se e m e d  t o  g e t a  b i t  e a r i e r  s n d  t h e  s « t g « e s t i o n ^ t h a t  pomijapat-
■e -d

H i t l e r ' s  a d v i s o r i t h a t  A m e r ic a  w o u ld  come i n  i f  H o l l a n d  a n d

cJjL
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sa id  an y th in g  as ex c lam atio n , we j u s t  "sh u t down" our f e e l in g s  

and went on ta lk in g  as i f  n o th in g  had happened. Now i t  i s  q u i te  

easy  to  m isunderstand such b e h a v io u r .  r,e only do hard  th in g s  he­

ft-'' "
cause we th in k  i t  r i g h t .  ^./Fo d is c u s s  Economics and arrangem ents 

f o r  war as i f  you were ta l k i n g  a p a r t  from sons and h u s b a n d s ,- 

a t  l e a s t  w ith  t h a t  f e e l i n g  in  th e  background-makes i t  hard  f o r  u s .

I f  we f e e l  you u n d erstan d  i t  i s  a l r i g h t ,  b u t 1 know one man l a s t  

weekend f e l t  h i s  v i s i t o r  was so la c k in g  in  u n d ers ta n d in g  t h s t  he 

s a id  he had th e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f i c u l t y  not to  throw h is  g u es ts  out!

I\one of our f r ie n d s  would be l i k e  t h a t  tho  gh one of then got a 

b i t  n e a r  i t  th e  o th erd ay l

1 wonder what you. thought of in  St on C h u rc h i l l  ( s f i g h t i n g  

speech on Sunday n ig h t .  1 asked one re fu g ee  w hile w a it in g  f o r  th e  

T rib u n a l  w hether H i t l e r  would be t o ld  what '(Zburchi”11 hsd s a id ,  snd 

she sa id  Oh no. He would j u s t  go o f f  in  such a rage th a t  i t  would 

n o t be p o s s ib le  to  read  i t  t o . im. 1 th in k  to  speak s t  ongly  

to  th e  b u l ly  i s  u s e f u l  and many people approved of th e  speech, 

though some people  f e l t  i t  perhaps unw ise.

The young f in d  t h i s  w a it in g  f o r  something to  h ap p en ,v ery  t r y i n g .  

I t  i s  one th in g  to  go out and be a h ero  and "do your b i t " .  I t  i s  

a n o th er  m a tte r  s ta n d in g  about w a it in g ,  o r  t r y i n g  to  make a machine 

work which has not had tim e to  get i n t o  working o rd e r .  Government 

deppcrtm ents a t  anytime work slow ly but when i t  i s  an im provised 

o n e , l ik e  th e  expanded army pay d ep a rtm en ts ,  i t  g e ts  jammed a l l  th e  

tim e. I t  was some weeks b efo re  G a b r ie l  got any pay and f o r  th e  

young men who had no f irm  a t  t h e i r  back, i t  was v ery  d i f f i c u l t .
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G a b rie l  tho u g h t he was g e t t i n g  th e  pay f o r  h i s  rank of 1 s t  b ie u t ,  

but f in d s  he i s  on-y  p a id  f o r  2nd L lu e t .  rihen  he g e ts  p p r t  pay and 

not a l l  find h as to  w r i te  about allow ances e tc *  I t  i s  a l l  v e r y  can- 

p l i c a t e d .  The l o r r i e s  have n o t  come y e t  o r  only  p a r t  of them, so 

th e  men can do v ery  l i t t l e *  Take th e  co a l s i t u a t i o n *  We a l l  had t c  

r e g i s t e r  w ith  our co a t  agent end add up th e  tons*, e had lafib y ear*

This we d id  wi h th e  h elp  of the c o a l  a g e n t.  Then we nere to ld  we 

could have th r e e  q u a r te r s  of w h at we hadh^d l a a t  y e a r .  Then th e  

m iners ^ o t  o u t o f  work. The Coal agen ts  dare not buy more th a n  th e  

r a t i o n  a llow ances f o r  t h e i r  cu sto m ers . Coal wagons w ere f i l l e d  by 

the m iners and p u t onto th e  ra ilw ay *  The w e a th e r  wasw arm so people  

d id  n o t use r,s much as u s u a l*  They be^an t o e  conomlse as much as they 

could and w ith  the p ro s  e c t  of in c re a s e d  Income ta x  d id  i t  ;> s w e l l  

as th ey  could*  The r e s u l t  was t h a t  th e  Coal r g e n ts  hrd t h e i r  p la c e s  

s t  acked w ith  as  much c o a l ( o r  co k e )as  they  needed f o r  n few months aJuad 

snd on th e  ra ilw a y  s id in g  in  one p la c e  s ix  m ile s  o f  co a l wagons 

f u l l  o f  co a l  w a it in g  to  be used! The m iners could no t go on g e t t in g  

up more co a l as th ey  could  n o t p u t i t  i n to  the wagonsj We a l l  have 

our r a t i o n  c a rd s  f o r  b u t t e r  and bacon andmeat bu t nobody knows r e a l l y  

when we s h a l l  b eg in  to  need them* P e t r o l , r a t i o n  of course I s  en fo rce  

and 1 had th e r e f o r e  to  go by t r a i n  to  see  John t h i s  weekend# 1 , could
f a

n o t use coupons f o r  80 m ile  journey each way and to  use 4-fe when 1

s o t  tliere*. I n s te a d  of tf^ki me 2^  hours to  come home I t  took  me 
A

from fl*p*fn*to n e a r ly  m id n ig h t!  Oxford was f u l l  o f peo p le*  1 was
C’t'U,

to ld  therje w«e 1 0 ,0 0 0  e x t r a  people  l i v i n g  in  Oxford. I t  wa d l f f i c u l  

t o  f in d  out where th ey  a l l  came from. The f-ondon School o f  Econocics 

was housed in  B a l l i o l *  S t  H &hcs Co l e s e  had h«Ar>

3

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

K h o s p i t a l ,  th e  Lew C ourts are  ex p ected  to  coins to  Oxford i f  

London i s  bombed, and th e r e  were heaps of Evacuees school c h i ld r e n .  

Otherw ise Oxford looked as u s u a l  except a l l ( o r  most o f )  th e  v a lu a b le  

s t a i n  g la s s  had been ta k en  o u t .  There were no t a x i s  ru n n in g  l a s t  

weekend as  th e  t a x i  d r iv e r s  hsd used up a l l  t h e i r  p e t r o l  t i l l  th e
/lv«

£2nd of Nov. With e x t r a  people^ and no e x t r a  t a x i s  th isw o u ld  be 

bound to  happen. Some o f  th e  buses ra n  every  hour i s t e a d  of every 

tw enty m inutes and th e re  were few c a rs  ab o u t. I t  i s  t ireso m e to  go 

from Oxford to  London and be u n a b le to  re a d .  The l i g h t  was n o t  n;ood 

enough to  read  by though you co u ld  see th e  p a s se n g e rs  fa c e s  o p p o site  

which was some improvement to  the f i r s t  weeks of t  he war.

In  lo o k in g  back i t  may Seem s i l l y  we b lack ed  ou t -sCs much b u t  a re­

fugee l i v i n g  in  ray h o u s e h o ld , to ld  me t h a t  th e  Germans were a l l  saying 

t h a t  i f  a war s t a r t e d  th e  f i r s t  th in g  H i t l e r  in te n d e d  to  dcfwss to  

d e s tro y  London. They a ls o  s a id  t h e i r  hope was i n  Chamberlain who 

loved peace. 1 wonder what they t h i n k  nowj cannot buy a p a i r

of s to c k in g s  o r  a h a n k e rc h ie f  w ith o u t a s p e c ia l  coupon white i s  

d i f f i c u l t  to  g e t .  1 took  my mAid b e fo re  th e  T rib u n a l  today, 

ve had a long tim e t o  w a it  b u t th e y  were very  d ecent to  u s .  One g i r l  

was very u p se t  because she was t r y in g  t o  keep a ' C h r i s t i a n ” a t t i t u d e  

to  war. She d id  no t make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  she d isapproved  of H i t l e r ( s  

methods and so she was t o l d  to  come a g a in  n ex t Monday. Her Mother 

was a P o le  and th e  g i r l , r e a l l y  E n g l is h .  She had spent the l a s t  seven 

y e a rs  in  th e  S ta te s  and had come back h e re  to  h e lp  n u rse  th e  s ic k .

1 expect she w i l l  g e t  through  on MQnday. O therw ise she w i l l  be i n ­
te rn e d .

4
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1 ara not saying anything about finnnce in these letters, 

because it looks $ust too complicated to see anyway rouhd. Our 

job today is to keep on and do the best we can, though how anyone 

is going to pay their taxes 1 dont know. As to the bigger question 

of National finance 1 should think that no one sees beyond the 

immediate present. Everything seems fco topsy tervy. You pick up 

your newspaper in the morning and see, two more German ships sunk, 

and yous ay good, and the next page or the next day, another English 

or French ship (merchant) sunk and you say what a pity, so long as the 

crew and passengers are saved. Everyone is knitting of course.

In my work, omen1f Voluntary Services, we get heaps of sewing parties 

and knitting parties asking for advice and help till we begin to 

wish that no one knew how to knit hr Sew. T^hen we begin to see 

that it is an old custom for the 'somen folk to do this kinfi of work 

in wartime and a re glPd they have something to do to relieve their 

feelings. The lady who is specially active in organises) hospital 

supplies in a large area of w hich 1 am a part- is Lady Gordon Fin­

lay son. i;he works hard even if 1 do not think a great deal of her 

capacity for being really systematic. She is feeling things sov ery 

much, bhe has a number of sons and is always anxious about them*

N o -■©ne-- -woui d —like t-o- hr? v e^'no-^one-in-'-th^ house at''-any port—o f + h e  -day 
d\_ ■>

o§ night,for fear bad news comes through particularly i f y o u  have a 

son in the l^avy. One friendof mine has a so n in the_ Navy. She ,
&U*.dL d c -t  ** L w . e f  ')**!/!'■ ’

thought he wa? safe in Malta %ill the other night. She did not go 

out to Brdige with her husband but stayed in The tel.bell went .

"Call from Portsmouth1'. Is John sage was her first thought are they
C( ;r'

ringing me to bad news.
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" I s  t h a t  you Mum11 come th e  answer* I t  was h e r  John. He had come
hJalS

back from  fcudcxniodCk. A lex an d ria  to  Portsm outh and w-oro going up 

to  the  North Sea somewhere. He had one d a y ’ s le a v e .  So th e y  h u r r ie d  

down to  Portsm outh and sp en t th e  d ay  w ith  him. Then kew en t o f f .

Next th ey  h eard  was t h a t  t h e r e  had "been an engagement i n  th e  North 

Sea and th e  s te e r in g  g e a r  h a d t  o be mended and he w ould be home f o r  

t e n  days le a v e .  He came home b u t was r e c a l l e d  and only  had e ig h t  

days a t  home a s  th e  ship  had been mended sooner th a n  ex p ected .

Now 1 dont su pose she d are  go out i n  the evening f o r f e a r  she

i s  not in  i n  case he r in g s  h e r  a g a in .  l s fn t  t h a t  t r y i n g  to  a M other*s

n erv es?  She i s  a p lucky  Scot but does n o t f in d  i t  easy .

How anyone manages w ith o u t a B lig io n  1 d ont know bu t 1 suppose 

when i t  comes to  e s s e n t i a l s  we a l l  f in d  we have one, though some 

s u s t a i n  one more th a n  o th e rs I

Yours
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Earle

MR. STEWaiw  
^ R .  WARREN

H urst Lodge /xi^iss tschebota&£*
Kenley rio 't w #-

Nov 2 1 /3 9  - 5̂

Dear F rie n d s ,

1  em glad t o  h e« r  yon enjoy my l e t t e r s  and g e t t i n g  

sim ple news in  t h i s  way* 1 f in d  i t  i n t e r e s t i n g  p u t t i n g  down my
M*t 4-

thot».'7htn and t e l l i n g  you e l l  dOC* kba*& whet we r r e  th in k in - *

On® p erso n  w r i t in g  back t o  thnnk me, i<-. a f r a id  we a re  lo sIn g  our 

nerve though not o u r cournge* I  am p o rry  i f  > have given t h i s  im­

p r e s s io n  f o r  th e re  i s  no • c-i sn v; h a t  e v e r  t h a t  we e r e  lo s in g  our nerve •

1 l e f t  my weekend, c a s e  w ith  my gasmask i n s i d e ,  f o r  two n ig h ts  a t  th e  

ra ilw a y  s t a t i o n i  ^ e n r y  t r i e d  to  leave  h i s  gasmask a t  home and  n o t  

tak e  it* to  th e  Bank w ith  him bu t he riot,whet the c h i ld re n  c a l l " t i c k e d  

o f f ” f o r  th i«  by the Bank p o r t e r  or some s* ch o f f i c i a l  and n o w ,o b ed ien tly  

roes about w ith  a w hite bend a c ro s s  h i s  c h e s t  which som^ on s a id  looked 

as i f  h<* .-as o in g  f i s h i n g 1

v*e were a l l  very r e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  Germans v e re  p re v e n te d ,b y  

th e  p r e s s u r e  o f  th e  n i t e d  S ta te s  and f  Belgium ,from walking I n to  

Hollond* Thst was good f o r  t h a t  weekend i t  looked p r e t t y  h o p e le ss*

A fte r  f e e l i n g  gloomy people become c h e e r f u l  ag a in  u n t i l  th is  new 
sin k in g
sk b q d R x  of sh ip s  t h i s  weekend. I t  does no t f r ig h t e n  us only  i t  

makes th in g s  lo o k  r a t h e r  grim u n t i l  we f in d  a way o f  g e t t in g  ever i t *

My s i s t e r 1 s f r i e n d 1,-■ d au g h ter  had an u n p leasan t e x p e rie n c e .  '“h i s  

d au g h ter  was m arried  nd had a c h i ld  of th r e e  y e a rs  o ld* Thev were 

b o th  going out to th e  a th e r  in  th e  e s t  In d ie s  nd chose a Tmthh 

b oat to  b'5 s a f e ,  th e  famous Siraon B o liv ar*  ’ hen th e  f i r s t  ex p lo s io n

came th e lo th e r  wrs in  th e  pas sage,-was thrown down and in ju r e d  rdd

mod^ in s e  is ib ' e* The sm all c h i l d  o f  th r e e  wandered u p s t a i r s  and was 

or.t In  a pife boat*  "hen she bec^n t o  cry  f o r  h e r  lo th e r ,  f r ie n d
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on board , who v as  In  the  l i f e  b o a t ,  got o u t ,  ra n  a lo n ?  to  h e r

cabin  and found h e r  l i f e l e s s  Sm the f l o o r  of the ,>ass;->^e* He

picked her. ran  up on deck in  time t o ,  throw h er  in to  th e  sea and 
A lk~-

h im s e lf ,  an d ^k ep t h e r  a f l o a t  t i l l  they were rescu ed * The Anther 

i s  now in  h o s p i t a l  w ith  a broken jaw and sometimes conscious and 

sometimes n o t ,  but th e y  expect h e r  to  reco v e r  th o  gh she may be d i s ­

f ig u r e d .  I t  does no t see ■ much use making ”r u le s  of th e  gameT* fo i 

war as i f  wars were hockey matches. I t  makes you wonder w hether 

r e a l  a i r  r  id s  r r e  f a r  away* Ye te rd a y  my n ie c e  saw a uerman ae ro  

p lane t r a i l i n g  smoke to  h ide i t , o r Ab a f f l e  i t s  p u r s u e r s ,  and t o d v  as 

1 pass th e  man who s e l l s  evening p a p e rs ,  th e re  i s  a b i l l  out "Rrid 

over Jtlent" • 1 say to  m yself r e a l l y ?  Not Gotland t h i s  time* 

G a b r ie l ’ s w ife h eard  the guns when th e  German p la n e  came n e a r  L iv er­

pool th e  o th erd ay  and she s a id  th e  windows shook from the g u n f ire .  

The iTuna were a long way o f f .  She was l i v i n g  in  th e  hour e alone as  

G ab rie l  he.d n o t come home a t  th a t  tim e of the day* 1 r sked h e r  vhM 

rhe f e l t  l ik e  d id  she f e e l  f r i g h t e n e d .  > he sa id  n o ,n o t r e a l l y  but 

when the windows shook my knees seem to  become a b i t  shaky1

1. en t to  see a new school 1 am i n t e r e s t e d ^  a S u rrey  County Cou n c i l  

School f o r  M entally  D efec tiv e  c h i ld re n *  A new l i t t l e  s c lo o l  where 

the  te a c h e rs  a r e  doing a w onderful work w ith  Boto 60 of thfese c h i ld ]  

She needed com forting v ery  much. Hr I f  o f h e r  school hpd been 

given to  fe l o t  o f  c h i ld re n  from  a school n ea r  by which hpd no 9 i r  

r e id  s h e l t e r .  These incoming c h i ld r e n  were crowded so much - h a t  i t  

reminded me o f  o ld  p i c t u r e s  of schools  long ago'. The r were not 

enough c h u irs  or desks f o r  them and th e  m e n ta lly  d e f e c t iv e  c h i ld re n
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had only one class room Instead of three or four* However 1 was 
able to suggest one or two things which could be done usinr: an 
old b tiding ne r and 1 trust they can get on for r? bit. ftit. it 
is very disheartening for the teachers to see their new school 
being overcrowded nd not be able to carry on aa they bave been 
doin;r. 'Shis crowding of r c cols i« reallyvery hard on the 
teachers and it does not look as If they ere rrolnf; to have a proper 
Christmas holiday. There 1 3 r very nice boy-or rather yonn?- man 
of twenty four, of a friend of ours living near who has been having 
a very difficult time ir^deciding vhat to do* His Father was in 
prison the Inst war hen he and his twin brother were born, but^he $«K 

is not a complete conscientious objector like his father* He has 
travelled a great deal in Genn any, Prance end Poland for Mis Father’s 
business of tea importer and exporter. Tfce business Is pretty well 
at a standstill. Princes(the son} asked to join the Friends Ambulance 

txi t there was no room for him* Then he approached Henry and he though 
he bed r* Job for him and that hi® kno le *ge of the Continent a d of 

languages ould be useful* At the same moment that this job seemed 
to be optn to him,with n ^mr-11 salary,a telegran came to say that ther£- 
â?' room in the tfrienrt s Ambulance. hat should he do? he had no 
money an<i his family «ould be crlad If he could earn as money matters

3

were very 
if h* wa
f i g h t ?  

h e  w e n t • 

h « s  h a d  b

tight with them* But was it rigfct to take a job at home 
a semi conscientious objector and did not feel he could 

He decided he ou'-ht to go to the Friends Ambulance and a ay 
Prances is not a clever boy nor able to argue well so he 
tou/$i time trying to make up hi mind*
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1 started again our ” omen*s Institute which meets once n month 

and was surprised to find so meny people turing up. 1 e usun 

have about 40 people but after missing two months v/ith a ll the 

sifficutty of less freq ant buses 1 though* few vould come. "e  

hr.d more than usu^l* r^opl^ ©ro rlad to come to a plsc? her* .war 

is not fllsc^ssed and where they can meet and listen to a lecture*

5 still m  on with my o r ^ n i^ in ;' job *nd it look as i f  we may have 

more work shortly# Apparently k itted pullovera,rait* ens and scarves 

are very much needed and 1 am hoping that 1 have persuaded the organ­

isers of the Fund subscribed to provide comforts for Surrey men, S  

allov my colleague and 1 to distribute the vool to th** vomen’ s 

working parties# 1 am at least trying to get this for re heve heaps 

of women longinr to knit and m* ny cannot afford the roc • I suppose 

it. has always been the practice of the women to do this kind of thing 

t/hile their men f i$ it  and 1 tm sure it in opod for thfin to be occupii 

Anyhow 1 understand the men w ill be grateful for these woolies, but 

there is a #reat scarcity of knitting wool* It is odd you know 

but v.'omen are also taking to wool I r hey are 'afeying woolly scarves 

for themselves, wooly underclothing and wooly dresses even xor 

evening wear. It is very tirewosne for really the wool should all 

i?o to the meni The women In unifoi*t too take wool for their

4

clothes# 1 

of army ha 

The women

were more

hey look quite welt in kh^rki suits *nd various styles

ts#but you will have seen them in  the pictures.

sr e doing a good deal of the office work,and from what 1

hear £* fro*’ Gabriel* s experience it would be a rocA thing i f  there

joraen there. Retired Colonels and people v;ho are only
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used to rltlng letters In long hand nre not the people to drfeal

with a mulititude of e m y  forms# However th ey  wre calling for

more” £s rr they c a l l  them and 1 have no doubt women will come

forward# Some of the Ats are not having a very comfortable time

for bedding ia scarce, there" has been such a demand for it , t h a t

th supply Is not s f fie lent. 1 hear the boot and shoe factories

are ext r e  - iely busy. People have to walk m ore, th e r e f o r e  more shoes

have to  be repaired and walking rhoes rre  needed for women as well

as mer«. Evening j&oes are n o t wanted# : tro n g  - w alking  *hoes with

s e n s ib le  heels. ” e went up to  see G a b rie l  for a n ig h t  on S aturday#

He telegraphed *h a t  he was free on Sunday so a enry and 1 went. up

on the at mornin// train rand r e t r m e d  Sunday night# G ab rie l  was

going to a factory for a month, near Southport In Lancashire, to

learn about lens for guns and p o s a ib ly  d e i a e l  engines. reit;.”le was

going with him. They are sad to 1 eave their little  house but any

- ay Gabriel w ill be able to come f'Oiae to the lodgings each night

and not have a long drive in hi?- car early morning and 1© te at 
as well as

f,i-;ht sxibakxft being away three n ig h ts   ̂ week at the army ttrat«3du 

v-e caine'home In quite a fast t r a i n  with a spendld light in th e  

d in in g  Oar. It was grand* They now put on quite a decent d in n e r  

of soup, meat and sweet for £/6# A greaf improvement* The **ead

waiter Said everyone liked the simpler dinner and it had come on to

i
s ta y  he jfelt sure# Henry said he would t e l l  Lord Stamp, but he d id

I

not say it to the waiter. He w ould^t  would he? 1 cant think 

wny they have not used the b inds before and had lights on these 

pxnrftssfa# The edges o f  the windows are uainted black toe void
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any chinks showing* The stations sre of course s t ill  very dark 

and it  is very difficult to see enough to dial i f  you wish to tele­

phone* ome call boxes have a v?ee blue light but by no means all*

Henry keeps quite cheerf 1 and does not look worried. Jewkes 

from Manchester came to see us the otherday and said hov; well Henry 

looked 'Khich seemd to surprise him* Helen floes not seem tob e a t  

all disturbed with the world situation, bhe is working hr? rdf or her 

Matric exam which sbe tskes in a fortnight, he comes home in a 

very dark train and 1 pick her up at Kenley with ^enry and Jim at 

he saineti e* ‘ he has to wale to t he station in the morning as 1 cannot 

spare the petrol. 1 asked my sister to come to lunch today* She 

lives about ten minutes in  the car away from me* She said she would 

nd then telephoned to s ay she could not spare the petrol* She has 

three carsl However 1 had a bit to spare and went had had lunch 

with her* 1 always try to have my tank fu ll  of petrol the beginning 

of the new ration book so that in an emergency 1 have some in hand. 

Thst is to say 1 try to live on last month's allowance and not on 

the current month. 1 e have just filled  In  our ration books and 

all is in Order to receive sugar,butter *nd margerlne rations but 

the date when the rat\arming begins has not been fixed . If  we get 

more of th^se horrible sinkings we have had this weekend ratiorming 
j

w il l ,l  should imagine, come in quickly.

But whatever happens and whatever we have to go through, we 

know that <tvil cannot triumph* It is Impossible*

6
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Hurst Lodge Kenley
Nov 30/39

Dear Friends,

w© hair# had & good deal of rain snd little sunshine 
snd with th© help of the continual sinking of ships*no one hss 
felt very cheerful# There has been les? sinkings this* week and 
rumours go round that a method of dealing with these magnetic 
bombs has been found* fhe storms#1 suppose,have helped* and It 
must be a strange sight to see 80 bombs washed up onto a coast*
The Gov* nr$ trying their best to prevent Evacuees ming home for 
Christmas and the UC*C« is having a campaign to collect money 
for presents for these children* Some of the places asked to con­
tribute rre objecting# On© 1 spoke to this morning said, our people

vihere are too poor to contribute even pennies* husbands are
either out of work or in the Army# If in the'Army their wives 
are getting as- little as 2/6 per week for the youngest child and 
that wont keep them in milk nnd the evacuees are getting good food 
In the counjtry and ths pay is Haft 6/® to 8/6 per week per child 
and heaps ojf clothes have ieaa tent as well# the shops where 
the evacuated children have gone to are doing a roaring trade 
while the siops where they have come from are badly hit* How 
difficult it is to have Justice!
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The Woman*s Institute are up In arras about the dirt and
bad habit3 of the evacuated children* They are so Indignant
that Headquarters of the »*Institutes are seeding out a special
questionnaire to all the villages,to be signed by the President
and the Secretary, asking how many children they have, how many
behave in a civilised manner end whrt they t hlnk about the Mothers
who came with the children under five* 1 hope very much 1 shall
see a v«*ry full report of this. The feellnr is o s trong against
the ”dirty”town folk that there Is going to be soiae interesting
reading! The L.C*C,and the >«lnis ry of Health say the stories
are exaggerated but one of our Grgnnsiers » after a tour of four
Counties, said she was so shocked at what she heard that she rec-
commanded that thia questionnaire should'be sent out.
Still no air raids* On© story is that the Germansw ant to keep
their aeroplanes rs they dont trust Russia *nd need a full force
to use for negotiating# Kussia Is said to have a good fleet of
excellent aeropl nes* 1 cant bellev» it is efficientI However
if it keeps of the German aeroplanes it suits me alright*

t
We feel it, necessary to keep up our Civil Defence but its very 
expensive find ho vm are going to pay it all 1 cant imagine*
We pay half our income in taxation apart from local taxation#
1 went into one of ray Centres yesterday and saw them sho. in * a 
Mother how; to fit on her baby* s fis mask# A nost curabrsoxae

Ii
looking thjLng* This was quite a sa 11 place, but 1500 baby

j
gas m sks jiad been supplied free at a cost to the Gov*of £4 eacht
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The young p e o p a s  is usunl during war ti$e, ere getting 
married In large numbers. My niece is getting married on > 
Sunday at the Friends Meeting House to r- young man,a Conscien­
tious objector, who is at the moment teaching in a boy’s school 
but thinks he may think it his duty to join a Friends Ambulance 
without any pay* His wife ’will then go bnck to teaching#
Really 1 think he is objecting to authority generally and has 
a grievance against the world Including hie o n  familyI 
However 1 dont blame him for not wanting to fight#
Gabriel is interested in working at a place which makes guns 
and Peggie Bays he find® the work there interesting for the guns 
are very complicated pieces of machinery# Jim is getting restless# 
He wants to get married in the Spring, he finds it difficult to 
work every evening on Accountancy when he wonders whether he ought 
to join the Navy before the exam in May# It is terribly upsetting 
to the young a, art from FV*there and Mothers# We learn to live 
from day to day, 1 vent to t Ik to the Headmistress of a school 
for Mentally Defective children# A v;ond**rful fork is b elng done 
there* 1 asked about their Christmas party* ell prid the teacher 
e are not sure wnether to haveone or to wait and have a bl party*
to celebrate Peace at the sanetime# It gave ?mcha rp eer feeling

ito realist her faith that peace was not far avay# That is the 
way we mujit look at it* Before then 1 feel it seems inevitable
that other countries will be drawn in* XtlidbDts The American 
Villardts articles were very depressing during this diffi® It time#
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k®/seema ao afraid of Bolahiviara* Everyone seema afraid of it 
which seems to me very queer* After all 1 cant see much difference 
between B&gisra and Bolrfhivlem and 1 cant see art/ nation living 
in that way forever* if people were not so afraid -e ahould get 
on ra$ch better* Socialism had the same naae at one time and no one 
is afraid of it now# The really rich are don© in anyway except 
1 suppose in America* and 1 cant see that rich people will be nn.de 
this time during th© *ar# Allard* a last article waa interesting 
on the change in *h» attitude of Oermans to Hitler and if only 
the fear of Bol^hivisra as • n alternative could be cleared nv-ay 
we air-ht have eace quicker*
ikater* And now 1 read on the pl:-,cft;ards that Russia has invaded 
Finland. I wonder what decent Germans think of their country now* 
fhe only th.topr applicable seeuss to be a quotation froci the Mible 
”Forgive them for they ’mow not -*hat they don* It looks like a 
world war and yet I can understand Americans’ thinking ”wh-v should 
1 «end my sons to f i ^ t  in this miserable war*4’ She last v,*r seemed 
ooloasa 1, 11 t ??.mall compared to the possibilities of t his one*
Howev r we keep on* 'There hove been few casualties up to date tho gh 
no one knows what h as  happened in Poland* Helen* a school friend, a 
foie, or rather a Pol® recently become a German, has at If st heard 
from her parents in Russian Poland * They were in Cracow* Another 
Polish girl has heard that her home is destroyed and her Mother 
Father pnd brother all,killed*

lours sincerely,
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Horat - llayea Lane
Ke&ley - Surrey

.. *5 .•v / m aI«ov.

*V-,r Kiss '<«ise,

I enclose aw other letter, as tho news

cones of inland with a -possibility ox Holland . . . . . . . . . .

I ni3 so terriay sorry for 'brave l i t t l e  Finland.

Tours sincerely,

M. C\i£t
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limit *»odge •  Hayes l»sne 

Xaaley •  Surrey

»<>▼. 30/39

Bear ftteads,

It have had a good deal of rain mad little suashiae and with the help of 

eoatiaual sinking of ships, ao ©a# has fait very cheerful, there has Wan 

late sinkings this week aad rumours go rouad that a method of dealing with 

thasa magnetic bo»bs has beea found. fhe storm*, 1 suppose, have helped, aad 

it itttst ha a strange sight to sae 50 bombs washed tap onto a coast, the Gov. 

arejtryiag their best to prefect Evacuee* going hoaa for Christoas aad the l.C.C. 

is haviag a campaign to collect noaey for preseats for these children. Some of 

tha plaeas asked to 00atribute are objecting. Oae X spoke to this morning said* 

our people hare are too poor to contribute e m  peanies. fheir husbaads. are 

either out of woik or ia the Army. If  ia the Army their wives ara-getting as 

little as 2/6 par weak for the youagest child aad that wont keep them la a*ilk 

and the evacuees are getting good food ia the country aad the pay is 5/t> and 

6/6 per week per child aad heaps of clothes have been seat as well, fhe shops 

where the evacuated children have cone to are doiag a *$ar&dg trade while the 

shops where they have come f*om are badly  hit. How difficult it is to have 

justice.1

the Women*s Institutes are up la in k  about the dirt aad bad habits of the 

evacuated childrea. they are so indignant that Headquarters of the W. Institutes

are sea&lng out a special questionnaire to all the villages, to be signed by
I

the ? resident aad the Secretaiy, asking how maay childrea they have* how many 

behave lia a civilised meaner aad what they think about the Mothers who case
?

with the children under five. 1 hope veiy such I shall see a very full report 

of thli. fhe feeling is so strong against the •‘dirty** town folk that there is 

go lag 10 be some interesting reading.* fhe L.C.G. and the Miaistiy of Health
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say the stories are exaggerated "but one of our Organisers, after a tour of four 

Counties, said she w&s so shocked at what she heard, that she reeo"aB*nAed that 

this questionnaire should he sent out.

Still no air raids. One story is that the “'ermans want to keep their 

aeroplanes as they Aont trust Kussia and need a fall force to use for negotia­

ting, Russia is sa.id. to have a /’rood fleet of excellent aeroplanes. I cant 

helieye it ia efficient! Howevsr if it keeps off the German aeroplanes it suite 

me alright* feel it necessary to 'keep up our Civil defence but Its very 
expensive and aow r?a are going to pay it all I cant iittagine# We pay half our 

income in taxation ap-- rt from looal taxation. I went into one of my Centre* 
yesterday and saw thes showing a 'Mother aow to fit oa her baoy1 s gas waste, A 

most cumberaot *e looking thing, $his was quite a small place, but ljjOO baby 

gas matfcs had bo*n supplied free at a coat to the Oev. of tU each.'
fiifH yourw; -i..eo><Ie* as is usual during? war time, are jetting married In 

lr.rge numbers, My riece is getting ctnrried on Sunday at the ^riends Meeting 

House tc a young am, a Conscientious objector, who Is at tha moment teaching 

in a boy ’s school but thinks he m y  think it M s  duty to join a Ifriends Ar-tfrulanoa 

without any pay, His wife will then go bade to teaching. 'Really I think he 

is objecting to authority generally and has a grievance egainst the world'In­

cluding lila own family J However I dont blame him for not wanting to fight. 

Gabriel is interested in working at a -,>laee which makes gunt and Reggie says 

he finds tho work there interesting for the guns are very eosnlicated nieces 

of aachinexy. Ji» is getting restles?. He wants to get married in the Spring, 

he finds it difficult to work every evening on Aceountaacy •'hen he wonders 

whether he ought to join the Navy before the exam in May, It is terribly un­

set tin-? to the young apart from fathers and Mothers. We learn to live froa 

day to day. I went to talk to the Headmistress of a school of Mentally Defec­

tive children. A wonderful work is being done there, I asked about their

««3*»
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Chriet&ae parly. Well said the teacher we are not sure whether to have on* 

or to wait aad have a big party, to celebrate Pence a t the same time. I t  gave 

such a queer feeling to realise her faith  that pence war. not far away. ®hat 

is  the w«*y we muct look a t  i t .  Before then I feel i t  sseeias inevitable that 

other countries will be drawn in. The American Vill&rd'e a r tic les  were very 

•^pressing during th is  d iff ic u lt  time. He seeas so afraid of Bolshlvisa. ^veiy- 

one seems afraid of i t  which seems to me very queer. After a l l  I cant see such 

difference betveen Haaism and Bolahivism and I cant see say nation living ia  

that way forever. I f  people were not so afraid we should get on much better. 

Socialism had tne saae name at one time and no one is  afraid of i t  now. The 

really rich are done in anyway except I suppose in America, and X cant see 

that rich people will be made this time during the war. Villard*s la s t  ar­

tic le  was intarosting on the change in the attitude of German* to H itler and 

i f  only the fear of Bolshivism as an alternative could be cleared away we 

might have peace quicker.

Enter. And now I read on the pfecards that Russia has invaded Finland. I won­

der what decent Germans think of th e ir  country now. The only thins applicable 

see®a to be a quotation froa the Bible "Forgive them for they know not what they 

do.H I t  looks like a world war and yet I can understand Americans thinking 

"why should I sand my sons to fi.-ht in this miserable war.** The la s t  war 

seemed colossal, i t  i s  small compared to the p o ssib ilit ies  of th is  one. How* 

ever we keep on. There have been few casualties up to date though no one 

knows what has happened in Poland. Helen’s school friend, ^ Pole, or rather 

a Pole recently become a German, has at la s t  V ard from her parents in Russian 

Poland. They were in Cracow. Another Polish £ i r l  has heard that her home is  

destroyed and her Mother, Father and brother a l l ,  killed.

Tours sincerely.

-3-
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HURST LODGE - HAYES LANE - KENLEY - SURREY 

TE L EP H O N E : UPLANDS 4209

JOm. /

O v w 6haA /
f t /W*- j
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My Office# 
Jan 16/40

M R  RIEFLER

Vx! fiTiVWi  ̂

MR. VJjpRREH

Bear Frfcnda,

It was very Jolly to get cards from so many friends 
over the water and 1 am afraid our card cam© rather late. ”e 
keey forgetting the time It takes to get over the water. It le 
a long time since 1 wrote a letter but 1 have been fairly busy 
at my office and school holidays are a specially b>sy ti~e. It 
was more difficult than ever with he Education Committee meeting 
starting ag ain, the office to be run and John demanding every 
minute of the time 1 could give hlra* My partner at the office 
was awfully good ' nd carried the burden of the work herse'.f in 
order to leave me time for John# Somedaya he came here and sat 
reading till 1 was ready to go and he was very petifmti It has 
been very cold here for about a month, sometimes the air reminded 
me ot Ottawa and John and Helen ( 1 skated too one day) have had 
some good skating. Hel^n loves It, the only sport she likes#
The cold still continues and it makes one think of the nlc« warm 
houses In Canada and the States. Henry said this morning 1 am 
goln^ to heve a hoiise vsith Central heating before 1 die* 1 re­
plied, well the cold does not last long in England# He answered 
nor do 1 1 $t long* hich so nda as if he was depressed. He 
ls’nt* The more work he hast o d o  the more cheerful he becomes* 
One man camds into the Bank the otherda ,he had not been in for

Henry, well all the people look much older
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He has told e to go and buy c].othea If Iw ant any during the 
next two years,but so far 1 have not managed it* 1 have been 
too occupied with work and John, b t 1 suppose 1 had better go 
to the Sales though it Is a nuisance* 1 hav bought in m me 
sorp and sfcme paper but 1 think It better for us to share all 
alike* It in very easy to buy things you do not want in ease 
they come in usefully and afterwards you feel ashamed and think 
how silly it was# However it has had one good effect, Henry has 
replaced his seventeen year old winter coat with a new one!
1 have been trying to get him to do this for years! 1 wonder 
if you can realise how irritating this blackout is* Yesterday 1 
saw John off at Paddington at 4#45* rhd stations a re so dark you 
bump Into people and it is so difficult to see If there is a  seat 
vacant or not. All trains are very full and run less frequently 
with the result that 1 had twenty five minutes to wait at Victoria 
for a train* Then 1 went in to the miserable tearoom In the 
station and ordered some toast and tea* They gave me a round of 
toast about an inch In thickness with a teaspoonful of butter on 
It* 1 could not see to read in the trAin and when 1 picked up my 
car at Pur ey station where 1 had left it, 1 could not see through 
the windscreen for frost* This darkness is like living in a 
perpetual fog and as trains are all late-1 think nothing of 
waiting twejnty minutes at the station for &enry, without any 
heat In youjr car and no lights inside* It gets a bit dreary!
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we had a good Xmas,quit* quiet and peaceful, and as we misaad
having & newspaper for tvod ays we could ha without news# 
fia never listen in to tha wireless news* ciabriel got a week 
and it was lovely to have him with us for half the time und his 
wife Peggie# 1 am also glad to report that a General came down 
to in^peot his Corps and d«oided to send another Corps and not 
his to Frsnee next month* Gabriel is going to b e  sent to a 
cooking class at Woolwich in about » fortnlgjti what funny 
things you have to learn in the array* Anyway as 1 have lived 
with "education* all ay married life 1 am in favour of tails 
business of always learning something fresh even if it is a oh 
an important thing as cooking! fhe anxiety seems to be Increasing 
again «nd all one can do is to be thankful for the quiet time we 
have had prevfcouslyj i*o keep off speculating what is going to 
happen next, to try to be ahead in your Inf rmstionabout the

U ÎV9
future* ls^folly* it is difficult for young people like Jim •

A/

low can you arrange about a wedding you hop© to have in March?
One girl 1 heard of the otherday9wtiose young man is in the 
Army has had her wedding put off three ti-as* It wes at ranged
for a few days hence and no® all leave is caneeeled for the H*t*F#
4 K IJ Veto'si$it 14 said to be in August and it means working hard every
nij$it to b«> ready but he is working hard at the Leather Control
Board during the daysnd it gets tiring# However he is cheerful
and sees his yfcuag lady everyweekead* Be does not like the idea 
of her speeding the next two months in London for fear of r aide*
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There is a great erase for buying goods* Stockings go up in 
price each week end some people are buying in as if it were 
for a siege* If they dont have their things "bombed 1 suppose 
it is p sensible ting to do* 1 went into Barkers to buy scne 
pyjamas for John* The.y had not his alee in stock though it ia 
a very : aual school line and that particular line has been sold 
by Barkers for years and years* 1 was told that the firm who 
supplied them were cutting up the last pief© of cloth p.nd af tor 
that there would be ao morel Stoc kings are said tob e going 
up 3/~ a pair* 1 talked to a lady today itio lives at Hythe on 
the Coast* She says they hear gunfire continually and one 
morning her husband came running upstnirs,he thought sb- had 
fallen out of the bath* )t was only gunfire* M st make the 
war feel real nruat it not? Here we have given up carrying gas 
masks* My sister lives at Hull* All the children havebeen 
evacuated and &he sent her dau$iter aged six to a sister* The 
sieter cannot conveniently t ake her anymore so the child has 
come home and the problem is how toeducate her without school*s 
£he is getting a governess twice a week but it ia not very satis 
factory nor do they like her living near a port* She may come 
down to a sister living near London which does not sound very 
much better. Jim was saying on ly the other night, if we sudde nly 
heard the; war had come to an end we Rhould go nearly mad with 
joy and we eh013Id then realise what r strain it is to lire in 
this continual uncertainty* Then we renaaberthe Finns «nd thi nk
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how fortnjn&tV'Tra are* Helen got through her Matrlc exam with 
seven credits which waa pretty good,end one distinction. She 
is now glad to think she can give up Latin* The will now pre­
pare for Lady Margaret Hall and try to get in in a year this 
Easter, but It is not easy as the numbers at Oxford is so limited 
-for women* She was very gay all the time she was sitting for 
her exam and said she througjily enjoyed herself* &enry thought 
she was enjoying herself too much and would falll He was quite 
wrong for once and did not mind being in the wrong* John and 
1 found it very difficult to part on Monday but 1 expect he has 
now settled down to work though he says he has a master who cannot 
teach* Poor man as well as poor children I However he does nit 
have the same master all the time* 1 shall be going up for a 
weekend at the endof Feby*

Hefc»y has a cold and has stayed awsy from the office for 
two days so 1 must get back heme#

Yours
Gladys
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HURST LODGE - HAYES LANE - KENLEY - SURREY

TE LE PH O N E: UPLANDS 4209

Feb.. ,11/40

Dear Miss Wise,

!Here i s  a n o th e r  l e t t e r  which some one 

may l i k e  to  re a d .  1 hope i t  does n o t sound bad tempered.

1 am only t r y i n g  to  g ive you some id ea  of thoupjht in  

England. F o r tu n a te ly  we a l l  have a w onderful f la i th  

in  England and h e r  cause.

Yours sincerely,
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H urst Lodge

JMH, P at-.,

MR- RlLFLtfr^ 

Kenley Feb 11/40. mr. s t e w a ^
MR. VtAT*g£

Dear F rie n d s

Vie have had s i x  weeks co ld  w eather which reminded

me of Canada. Our houses are  not b u i l t  f o r  th e  co ld  ande x cep t 

f o r  th e  s k a te r s  people d id  n o t enjoy i t .  The t r a i n s  too  got up 

s e t  and th e  v a l le y  f o r  one o r  tw o d a y s  when we had snow, was l i t  

up e l l  t h e  time w ith  f la s h e s  from th e  ra ilw a y s  as i f  t h e r e  was a 

t e r r i f i c  storm going on. 1 had no h e a t  in  my bedroom even f o r  

d r e s s in g  and u n d re ss in g  and one morning th e r e  was ic e  on a g la s s  

of m ilk  i n  my bedroom. The plumbers were kept busy b u t we were 

n ot s e r io u s ly  inconvenienced over t h i s  though one day we had to  

thaw th e  main w ith  an e l e c t r i c  f i r e .  The main n ear  G a b r ie l ’ s house 

was f ro z e n  o u ts id e  i n  th e  road and a l l  houses n e a r  him had to  f e t c h  

every d ro p  of w ater  th e y  needed.

Ve are  a l  w atching the Finns and a re  amazed a t  t h e i r  w onderful 

r e s i s t a n c e  to  th e  R ussians b u t M unitions a re  needed and any d e la y  

i s  s e r io u s .  We had hoped much f r o  m America f o r  the i in n s  but 

a l l  th e s e  d is c u s s io n s  on how and what way to  send them h e lp  seems 

so t r i v i a l  and so e x a s p e r a t in g  to  th e  F in n s .  T|te f e e l i n g  h ere  

towards America i s  changing f o r  th e  worse. ^eo p le  say  t h a t  

America is: not ready t o  facd  th e  is s u e  s t r a i g h t .  Peace p ro p o sa ls  

to  a man who reg ard s  prom ises and propaganda as th e  something 

i s  q u i te  capable of speaking  kind words o f  ap p aren t s i n c e r i t y  to  

r r e s i d e n t  ^ o o s v e l t  s r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  w ith  th e  id e a  of keeping  

America q u ie t .  v,e have found by ex p erien ce  t h a t  H i t l e r ’ s pro 

m lses a re  u s e le s s  and m erely  a form o f argum ent.
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The N e u tr a l i ty  Act has b ee n  such a d isap p o in tm en t.  American 

s h ip s  no lo n g e r  come to  England and th e r e f o r e  th e  tonnage f o r  th e  

A l l i e s  i s  so much th e  more reduced. The o th e r  n e u t r a l s  a re  t o l d  

to  a c t  l i k e  th e  U nited  S ta te s  and keep away-they do not do so 

as i t  i s  BBcessary to  keep sh ip s  m oving,-but i t  encourages H i t l e r  

to  s in k  n e u t r a l s  i f  th e r e  i s  no danger of a pow erful ^ e u t r a l  l i k e  

the  U nited s t a t e s  being offended s u f f i c i e n t  to  come in  on th e  o th e r  

s id e .  Can you imagine what i f  f e a l s  l i k e  to  b e  l i v i n g  in  a v u l­

n e ra b le  sm all i s l a n d  w atching th e  Finns f i g h t i n g  and h e lp in g  them 

as f a r  as we can a t th e  moment, w ith  an Army a c ro s s  th e  S eas, w ith  

sh ip s  p a t r o l l i n g  the  Deas c e a s e l e s s l y ,  and th e  A ir ^ o rc e  w atching 

our shores d a i l y  and h o u r l^ y ,  knowing t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a friendL y 

pow erful neighbour approving of a l l  we a re  doing m applauding  us 

f o r  a l l  our s a c r i f i c e s ,  w atching us s t r a i n i n g  our f in a n c e  to  th e  

utmost and y e t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  somehow R ight w i l l  triumph and anyhow 

n o th in g  can be done t i l l  a f t e r  th e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  E le c t io n ?  ^ardom 

i f  t h i s  sounds b r u t a l  and u n f a i r .  1 know th e re  are  heaps of arg u ­

ments to  be s a id  on th e  o th e r& id e ,  1 make a l l  k inds m yself  in  de­

fen d in g  America from my f r i e n d s ,  but th e  f e e l i n g  rem ains t h a t  we 

a re  n o t b l in d  t o  our e x tro a d in a ry  p o s i t i o n  as a bulwark w ith  

Prance a g a in s t  a pov/sful and r u t h l e s s  enemy. Can you imagine 

what i t  f e e l s  l i k e  to  see p h o to s in  the  newspapers of F in n is h  towns 

t h a t  have been bombed and h e a r  th e  r e i & r k t h a t  Germany i s  th in k in g  

of a b ig  o f fe n s iv e  in  th e  S p rin g ?  That t h e r e  i s  a r e s i d e n t i a l

school i n  Germany where11 good N azis” are  b eing  tau g h t how to  govern
!

England |when she h a s ” won the war” . They a r e  le c tu r e d  to  on th e
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Vvelsh and 1 b e l ie v e  are  choosing th e  German a d i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  

Wales. I t  may only  be newspaper t a l k  on the  otherhand i t  i s  

l i k e  th e  Germans to  p la n  ahead so th o ro u g h ly . However people 

go on working j u s t  th e  same, you see men going about i n  k h ark i  

in  th e  s t r e e t s  and on t r a i n s  everyone c a r r i e s  a to r c h  a t  n ig h t  

of course and one g e ts  used t o  d r iv in g  w ith  v e r y  poor l i g h t s .

One f r i e n d  of mine has a nephew mine sweeping and w ith  a son 

in  bed in  Prance a t  a p la c e  unknown in  a sm all town where th e r e  

i s  no p ro p e r  s a n i t a t i o n  and o b v io u sly  no b a th s .  He was b e t t e r  

they s a id  but coming from a house w ith  every  luxury  i t  i s  not 

to  be s u r p r is e d  a t  i f  h i s  Mother i s  w o rr ie d .  When 1 s s id  1 was 

s o rry  th e  ^ a t h e r  r e p l i e d  ” Oh w e ll  we a re  n o t so bad as some.

1 e have to  p u t up w ith  t h i n g s " .

G a b r ie l ’ s U nit i s  s t i l l  t r a i n i n g .  He had a w eek's course 

a t  A ld ersh o t le a r n in g  to  c a t e r  f o r  t r o o p s .

Henry i s  very  w e l l .  He keeps very  busy b u t always makes 

out he has l i t t l e  t o  do! He went i n to  London today Sunday which 

was u nusual and he g e ts  h i s  S a t  mornings a t  home which 1 am glad 

of.
Yours s in c e r e ly ,
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* n ,  , ^ .. c«^ v /  m r.^£wart
f r  *  «  / MR.

/'a March 13/40*  y
^  ✓MtiS TSCHEBOTAREF

Dear * r i e n d s ,

1 en c lo se  a l e t t e r  se n t  t o  a f r i e n d  of mine from F in la n d .

I t  seems out of d a te  now. I t  i s  so very  hard  on F in la n d  to  have

fo u g h t so h ard  and th e n  to  have to  g iv e  t o  R u ssia  n e a r ly  a l l -  i f

not a l l -  she asked f o r  b e fo re  th e y  began to  f i g h t .  You w i l l , b y
know

th e  time you g e t  t h i s  le t te r - m o r e  th a n  1 know now, but i t  looks as  

th e  ^wedes had l e t  th e  Finns down r a t h e r  b a d ly .  5 0 ,0 0 0  tro o p s  from 

France and England are  n o t much u se  to  the F inns i f  th e y  cannot g e t  

them th ro u g h  Sweden. i t  i s  a sad blow t o  the A l l i e s .  Everyone w i l l  

now begin  to  th in k  about r a id s  i n  England and an o f fe n s iv e  by land
/B</*

by Germany. Holland and Denmakr w i l l a l s o  wonder i f  t h e i r  f a t e  may 

n o t .b e  s im i la r  to  th e  F in n s .  A f te r  th e  l a s t  s c a r e , - o r  r a t h e r  d u rin g  

th e  l a s t  s c a r e -  t h a t  th e  uermans would walk in to  H olland o r  Belgium 

our people were t o l d  t o  be read y  t o  re c e iv e  a la rg e  consignment of

re fu g ees  from th e s e  c o u n t r ie s ,  and a t  a m in u te ’ s n o t i c e .  However
//

th e re  i s  no weakening in  -England. Everyone 1 meet always say  w ell
//

we! ve got to  stop  H i t l e r  somehow w hatdver happens to  us personally*; 

England i s  q u i te  unanimous w ith  the  ex cep tio n  of a few young people  

who always p r e f e r  to  b e d i f f e r e n t  to  everyone e l s e  andregard  fct as  

a r e l i g i o n  t h a t  th e y  should  be d i f f e r e n t .

The Wiomen's I n s t i t u t e s  got out a survey of the  o p in io n s  of t h e i r  

members on jthe e v a c u a tio n .  1 have had th e  o p p o r tu n ity  of re a d in g  |
th e s e  r e p o r ts  which were most i n t e r e s t i n g .  O nereport s a id  t h a t  

the  c h i ld r e n  had n ev er  seen an apple pudding nor a baked one b u t as 

soon as they  had t a s t e d  I t  th e y  had b e e n  d e l ig h te d .  Two g i r l s  had
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gained 56 lb s  each sin ce  Septemberi 1 hope th e y  wont go on 

doing i t I  Another c h i ld  when he looked a t  p o rr id g e  f o r  th e  

f i r s t  time s a id  ” 1 thought p o r r id g e  was food f o r  b ears  n o t f o r  

people" A nother,on  se e in g  a r a b b i t  burrow f o r  the f i r s t  time

s a id  " Oh lo o k , an a i r r s i d s h e l t e r  f o r  the r a b b i t s . "

Some of th e  boys love th e  farm work and in te n d  to  come back and 

work on the farms when th e y  leave s c h o o l .  erhaps t h a t  i s  th e  

way to  "g e t  th e  people  back to  th e  land"I

We a re  h e a rin g  a good d e a l  about K eynes's id e a  of compulsory 

sav in g . I t  sounds v ery  com plicated  f o r  th o se  who have to  make 

th e  d ed u ctio n s from wages, but i t  may be we s h a l l  have to  t r y  out 

some such p la n .  Our p r e s e n t  c o llo sa lX  t a x a t i o n  w i l l  n o t be s u f -  

f i c i a t .  A lready r e t i r e d  people i n  a sm all country  v i l l a g e  l i k e  

Epping are  jo in in g  a t  houses to  save expense. The shops a re  not 

doing much b u s in e ss  except a t  s p e c ia l  s a le s ,a n d  th e  meat shops 

are  doing no b u s in e s s  a t  a l l .  This i s  th e  f i r s t  week of r a t io n in g  

of meat and everyone i s  saving  t h e i r  1 /1 0  w orth of meat f o r  th e  

weekend. Most people got a b i t  in  1 th in k  l a s t  week and do n o t 

wish to  use th e  w eek's r a t i o n  coupons u n t i l  th e  end of th e  t im e.

1 l i v e  on p e t r o l  th e  same way. At th e  end of t h e  p e r io d  1 f i l l  

up my ta n k  and l i v e  onn t h a t  t i l l  th e  beginning  of th e  n ex t 

p e r io d .  Garages u s u a l ly  c lo s e  a t  6 . p.m.now. I t  i s  not w o r th w h i le  

keeping open a f t e r  t h a t  th e  s a l e s  a re  so poor and th e  oewrt; of 

running a p e t r o l  pump i s  alm ost a e g l i g i b l e .
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P r ic e s  have not gone up much, ^ e t r o l  i s  up to  1 /1 0  which i s  

very  h ig h ,  ^ r u i t  comes in  f r e e l y  from S .A f r ic a  and t h a t  i s  a t  

pre  war p r i c e s .  V egetables a re  d e a r  owing to  th e  f r o s t s  end 

we have no beans and peas l i k e  you have, a t  t h i s  t im e  o f t  he y e a r ,  

except a t  p r o h i b i t i v e  p r i c e s .  T rkeys can be bought a t  1 /4  p e r  

lb  which i s  v ery  re a s o n a b le .  1 expect food s t u f f s  a re  d i f f i c u l t  

to  g e t  f o r  th e  Turkey P roducers a n d t h e y a r e  s e l l i n g  them o f f  

now r a t h e r  th a n  w i i t i n g  f o r  a h ig h e r  p r i c e  in  th e  S p rin g . L e n t i l s  

have gone up from 2d p e r  lb  to  6d.

Jim, our second boy, i s  g e t t i n g  m arried  n ex t week on "‘‘a rc h  3 1 s t .  

He had hoped to  go on working a t  th e  L ea th er C o n tro l Board u n t i l  

h i s  exam in  August, and have s ix  months m arried  l i f e ,  b u t i t  does 

n o t seem as i f  th e  Army or th e  ^avy w i l l  l e t  him. He has now to  

go b e fo re  a n o th e r  Board and no one seems h o p e fu l of h i s  chances 

of b eing  allowed th e  s i x  months, n e i s  th e r e f o r e  n o t g e t t i n g  h i s  

$ l a t  read y  u n t i l  he knows t h e r e s u l t *  He would of cour£ se have to  

go i n to  th e  ranks l i k e  everyone e l s e .  You have now to  be i n  th e  

Army s i x  months b e fo re  you get a Commission and th re e  months 

in  th e  i'lavy. Some of you may say, ’'how do th e y  s ta n d  i t ? "

A ll t h i s  a n x ie ty ,  or i s  i t  th ey  j u s t  dont know th e  r i s k s  England 

i s  running? We know w ell  enough. We a re  n o t b l in d .
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LBftSR FROM k FINMI6H UNIVERSITY LBCTOBF.R TO KNGLI6H FRIENDS.
Vasa, Finland.11.£.40.

Dea*< Ftiends,
You mist forgive me for not writing to you before. It is not that X 

hare not often thought of you, but I have onlyhad a few hours free er/*ry 
day, and come home late in the evenings. Ever since your war brok* out 
I have wanted to tell you how much I admired England for her resolution 
to put an end to Hitler*s horrid progress. This war has been hanging in 
the air for so long that it was almost a relief when it broke out. There 
must be better times coming when the dictators and their "ideals" are 
crushed, as completely as they must be. One can only ^ish thtt the fight 
will not be too long and hard, and that you and France will not have to 
sacrifice too much. Oh, how prand if we could meet once in a "new-born" 
Suropet 1 wish you to tell your countrymen how much admiration your 
young man gain by going out to fight for the ideals of freedom and 
democracy, though their own country is in no apparent danger. I cannot 
help feeling that despite all the horrors and miseries of war, we are 
living in great days. One has sort of a warm feeling inwards all the time 
over and over again witnessing srreatnesS and the spirit of sacrifice in 
everybody - though of course the primitive rawness and cruelty Bussls has 
exhibited sometimes feels crushing.

The first sensation hers with us ??hen we had to face the war with 
herds of uncivilised, sullen, miserable creatures ras a horror that so 
much misery and terror could be exhibited in our days. One had got used 
to a life of international work for the progress of education and social 
reforms in every country; people were beginning to get outside the 
narrow national borders, there was exchange of music, exchange of work- 
results, exchange of students, teachers, and artists - it was so difficult 
and depressing to realise that millions of Europeans were living in horrojf 
starvation, and on a barbarously low Intellectual level. We hear how 
women and children (captives from Poland) were driven in front of the 
Russian soldiers to make mines explode, how the soldiers were forced 
forwards, threatened with guns by their own cheka-agents, how Russians 
stopped fighting when they came upon a Finnish field-kitchen, how greedily 
they snatched at sweets that were given them in the prison - sucking at 
them for hours - you knew lots and bts of details like these, giving 
such a gloomy oicture of the state of the human being in Soviet.

In our country we have always realised that the state in Soviet was 
horrid, but.we have been too few to do any rescue work, or to make the 
world see that it had to beware of the enemy of humanity and civilisation
- bolshevism. I am afraid in many countries there has been ignorant 
admiration*0f the new Russia, ignorant and not a little stupid. It is a 
good thing for the whole of civilisation that we now have been able to 
show the world what Soviet Russia is - barbarism and misery and terror - 
and that the "unconquerable army" is a complete failure - no effective 
capable organisation, no permanent leaders, and inefficient weapons. If 
only the world would realise the truth now, and never more believe in 
Soviet Russia - if only the world would not forget again that barbarism 
has been disclosed and found even militarily weak, that it is nothing to
dread or to 
people woul 
would not h

.erate, that there Is a duty to hold It back! Then our little 
1 have had the great task to open the eyes of the world and 
ave fought in vain, whatever its own fate might be.

1 am s 
a little &b 
brief. Vou 
that barbar 
bombing rai 
outweighed 
and in all 
Never have

Drry to write such a long letter, but I feel I have to tell you 
out us - there Is so much to write, still I must try to be 
understand that it has been depressing to see the deeds of 
.an army; the suffering in their own ranks, the marks of their 
As - still all this Is kept in the background of one's mind, 
sy the great features one has witnessed in our own soldiers 
;he individuals in those democracies that have helped us. 
the spirit of sacrifice and personal courage and warmness of 

heart disclbsed themselves clearer than now. 1 have in many different 
ways come t> see the spirit of the Swedish people for instance - poor 
people, worcers and industrial magnates have given alike* everybody has 
contributed with money and clothes to the "Finlandsinsamllngen”; the 
workers have worked on Sundays to be able to give their wages for that 
day to us; idealists in great quantities have left homes and children toDigitized for FRASER 
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fight for us. Of course our fight i£ their fight| if we cannot stpp 
the invasion It will not be stopped at Sweden's borders, it will surge 
ia over the whole of' Scandinavia and finally become the end of all 
European civilisation. Still, our existence is threatened, it is 
natural that we should fight to the last, the Scandinavian volunteers 
leave a life of peace to Join us. Every day one gets new examples of 
how grandly people in Scandinavia want to help us. If the military 
help has not yet been great and open, it may have its causes, and 
perhaps a "neutral* Scandinavia will be able to help us more efficiently 
than a Scandinavia at war. le knov? so little of the help that is coming 
from outside, still I have a feeling that your country is doing her 
share, ^t is worrying to have to ask for help, but we are such a small 
people! 1 feel we manage grandly* the reports fro® the frontiers are 
fine, the soldiers are calm and strong and energetic* one of them was 
heard to say "The Busslans might get me, but Finland they’ll never get*, 
and that is how they all feel and we too here behind the frontier. The 
raids over civil towns and villages will not have any effects. Stillon® 
understands they might be more disastrous with the summer, I need not 
declare why - so before then we must have wore aeroplanes and air-raid»- 
precautionr machinery; we hope to get it - tho other democracies whom 
we finally are fighting for will help usI

If you want to know how it feels being bombed - lt is a thing one 
gets used to. The children have soon I hope found their way to safer 
^ordlc homes, the old and weak are in the countryside, and the working 
part of us gets more or less established in cellars. So far I belong 
to the happy ones who have not lost anyone dear, but one never knows 
when a great sorrow in that form ccaes. One is prepared for everything, 
even for horrors, perhaps yet In store*

A few weeks ago Vasa teas very severely bombed, the srell of smoke 
still sometimes lingers in the air. This town is quite a small one, so 
lt meant rather much that about 300 families all of a sudden found 
themselves homeless. Thank God all who asked for help could get money 
and clothes fro® a "Finland-funds" (Scandinavian, mostly Swedish) - it 
was such a relief to be able to help immediately. I a® at an ald-bureau, 
dealing with these things. We lost our home that day too, but are 
happy to be alive all three - for the present. Here again we were able 
to notice how efficient the material help from Sweden is; father lost 
all his surgical instruments but only a few days later some instruments 
were sent from Sweden by air and so he can continue his work. Mother is 
safely in the countryside now, she got rather a shock sitting in the 
cellar while fmoke and hot air from the burning building overhead 
streamed in.

'is a very naive and disconnected letter, I hope you will get 
about ho^ we are feeling now# I have never been a chauvinist, 
cannot help feeling very proud of our brave and extremely able 
I suppose it Is their calmness and absolute belief In the 

>f their cause, combined with ability in out-of-door life, 
s they mostly are, that makes them fight so extremely ably.

Love. 

Greta.
lk you so much for the card, written one day after the bomb 
>n our home.

1 111 c
some idea 
but now I 
soldiers* 
highness 
farmers a
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V u * vj ,‘i-

- 'T’ fj rr---

County Hall /
Kingston May 13/40 

reap Friends, ^
\ > It seem* years since we heard «*on Friday*, tha newa

of tha latest behaviour of th  ̂ Gerasane*lt atlll seams incredible 
to us* Wa seam to lose couht of the number of fresh nationalities 
being treated ia this barbarous way* We got our hopes up about 
Borway aad then dashed to the ground one* more* At tha moment we 
mm. terribly ineffective sad tha neutrals so fearful that they 
do nothing towards co-operating with us till disaster is upon them* 
If aa had taken Churchil 1# a naming some years ago things might have 
V « n  different* Many of us have felt for a long time Chamberlain 
must go and then the Debate in the House-followed by everyone most 
intenaely-we woke tha next morning to find we had a new Prime Min­
ister and the Germans had walked into Ho land and Belgium* We 
knew the Hleei* we had sailed on it two years ago* and to hear of 
the bombing of Amsterdam and Botterdam places where we had tied up 
our yaoht in their friendly yachting harbours**seemed a desecration*
1 had to go off to my office at onoa to aaaiat in carrying out the 
hush hush scheme which had been prepared since November, for the 
housing ofr efugees if these Low Countries ware invaded* acme 
refugees have arrived but not in any large numbers* la my area 
the Surrey County Council have taken the dog racing stadium at 
wlmbledcw to receive the refugees coating into the Metropolitan area 
of Surrey»which may number 10*000* ^heya reto come at therate ef 
1,000 a day and trains* will bring them to this stadium from the 
Forts* It may taka three weeks work and we have * wonderful hot 
of our Women1 s Voluntary Service people giving all their time and 
labour for nothing, to deal with this horde of people# Each re­
fugee wl 1 have to be medically examined f cards ms da out for their 
assignment to the particular local authority which will house them, 
give them ration cards and all the usual paraphernalia which ia 
bound to be performed* The Authorities will alao h*ve to look m t  
for spies* to Wimbledon will then come charabancs each with one 
or two interpreters# sent by the Local Au horlty( 15 of them) in 
this particular area and with a f4w of our w*yol* Service people 
to shepherd them back to their town and to settle them in when they 
arrive* Sapty houses are being taken, bedding collected by our 
w V*$*people from householders and Coomltteea formed to do all 
they can for our * guests** The efiigeea will be given tickets 
which they can use at the local ships to buy what they need to 
feed themselves and they a re ejected to cook for themselves*
This is only.one bit of Sngland and the samething ie happening all 
over the n^etral areas where the evacuated children are not!
The W*v*S*also have to deal with fresh numbers ofevacuated children 
which are expected from the tc%ns as aoon as bombing appears to 
be imminent* These children will mostly be billet ted* Our butter 
and sugar will probably have to b curtailed with ell these extrm 
people but we are getting used to nargerlne end onl# hope that 
will go on* to far we have fed bery well* But lith Germany get ting 
all the Danish »nd now ^utch egga we used to get it la not «plng tob e 00 eaajr.
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Of course the^ my only be coming over here to be bombed* ‘”e 
feel now that there la no hop© of America helping nay the help would 
only come too late* It may he after all that America haa to t skeri 
the Job on **that would only be if we *?ere d©feated~but ** hope that 
will hot be# 1 have not don# anything about moving Helen again m  
one cannot tell where. is safe now unless 1 sent ter to the -State®*
We live between two aerodrome* so it does not sound very aafe tout 
who can tell? Anyhow 1 hf*ve#onee more,got out chairs in the dug out 
e tin bo* containing food and a kettle and meth#stove to tea* 
splintered glass la the danger ao it might be wiser to go into the 
dug out and as the weather 1# warn 1 may be able to persuade &e»rjr 
to get m t. of bed! Gabriel la in a workshop of the A may Service 
tfbrps near Woolwich looking after the repair of -range finder for gems 
end Jim Isstill with the father Control Board for a f  ewwonthe at 
anyrate* M f e  1® very unreal tGday* 1 let êfcen go to Oxford on fcnntfay 
to hear the Beoh choir but 1 spett all Saturday here at the office 
end Whit Bond.ay too# &tsndey School teaching as usual on Sunday sacr* 
nlfig* One of the boys (aged 18 ) had just lost a friend flying#
Sunday School lessons are pretty real today 1 assure yon# 1 love 
teaching th&a# young people* they are so keen and so fresh** tad 1 
want to'help" them to face jrafthiniu they leva it too an# never miss if they can possibly avoid &t7 lelen is in the class too# I 
Later w*dfcesday* The news of the enrrsnder of Holland# Alas*
How' could they hold out against an army d ascending f rom the skies in 
stash numbers? 1 he€ .'asked If 1 could meet the Be Jung children*
(Pe jtnsg'ls at the He tho r lands Bank) If the parents decided to s end 
them over# 1 got a letter hack on ■ lay 14th saying howgrateful they 
were for ssy offer but said tfeey were not $olng to do so at the ament 
but wmld comimmieate through the B»»k of Bn; land if they decided to 
do so# That was the day the after the.-̂ e*sians walked into Holland* 
fhe telephone wires were out of order from Holland about Bund*?y 1 
believe# People leek strained but no one la estolted* we Just keep 
on listening for news on the wireless* Henry loojp very grave#
&y Geasaan refugee cook cried nearly all yesterday* er Mother is a 
refugee in Holland with her sister husband and child* Hiring near 
Botterdaa®* Strangely enou^t she- looks better today now the uermns 
have walked in# i expose she v?m afraid of them being killed but 1 
should Imagine it might be worse now they have walked in completely# 
However tie keep on# ieal times are quite gay though net Holland haa 
gone we begin to wonder where the bombs will fall next#

Yours sincerely*
CU>77

^  liA aX~j -

s  ouJv*^?  ^  ^  ^ ^ 4 1 -

I / W i , .  g u  W T f W s  us* IsJ.' It* n+rullr

V H v

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



W K ' S V '

Henley
Oet 29/40

Dear Fttnaads,
One of my last typed letters to Pri|*eefcon was returned 

by the Censor saying 1 must delete what 1 had s-aid about Air Raids.Bit silly 1 thought it when your journalists are* given a pretty free 
hand here to say what they like# 1 should think you are tired of 
hearing "?>ye witness" reports of I-ondon1 s Air raids and the wonderful 
London people* They are wonderful but Americans would be just the same 
under the circumstances* The people who talk &jiout riids all the time 
are called "bomb pores” X trust this letter went be like that. It is 
difficult not to fcelk about them as it is so mweih around us ond we see 
so few people and'hear so little about other msitters* Naturally you want 
to know whether your friends have their houses intact not to ssy anything 
about themselves** People are finding outside shelters too cold and dnmp 
and prefer to take further riak and be warml Most people therefore are sleeping on the grounds floor,with a door or wipdow ea^y toget out of, 
with a full complement of clothes and coats laear at hand ready to dash 
ou^ If necessary.. People *not so young* find tfcat It Is vdse to have 
any supplementarles used during the daytime, near at hsnd also* One 
of Henry's friends forgot this, escaped in his #ight attire end said 
he felt the loss of his teeth more than, his household possessions!
You get used to doi g without ordinary conventicmslitios about sleeping, 
iielen sleeps in t&e Nursery with Henry end me at weekends and while 1 
was away Peggie s£ep with Menry in the Kursery* e sleep pretty well*now* Gabriel has been 

have gone now-*x when 
el*s ms*and felt most 
nigbt 8 week to see

so seriously 
have somewht
Henry to hai 
village eal!

1 can sleep - ' quite a good lait of gunf ire
looking afteri some1 new gims fairly near us-they 
the gunfire was particularly loud we said "Gabri 
secure. Are’nt wet redioulous? He comes here one):
&'eare thrown In as an extra! Perhaps that is hardly fair to him as he is 
a devoted son, but we are quite glad to be incited in thi;? extra*
We fepv- been looking for a house rather less noijsy than here but have 
not been ablje to buy one* They all get snapped t$>* 1 should hate to leave 
here for goojd and 1 Mm so sorry for the landlord as his income would be 

diminished, i owever for the duration it would fee good to 
where the children could go walks; undisturbed and for 
quiet weekends* Miss Grier has bought a house at a small 

>d Kings Sutton near Banbury and has very kindly offered us 
mostof it* She wifcl keep a sittingroom bedroom for holla «ys and join us 
for meals* Thi« is a great thinp, for us to be able to go to and 1 think 
we shall move mm t of our furniture in about v month. 1 * not like 
leaving Henrf here clone vrith a maid but if 1 can ; elp him by making 
a comfortable home for him at weekends it ia ray business to do so*
He is anxious to get me away aa 1 ha*ve not quite recovered*
T«e get qite used to having fitting overhead wnd to hear.bombs, but 
it ftoes cran ? your walks when the sysens go so often* 1 do not like 
the children to go far unleSs it is necessary sr$ there Is always the 
possibility of their finding time bombs in the ̂ -rj>uggi grass*
Helen is a tD s rd e r  t̂ school,to save the Journe #and comes home at week 
ends and J*jt is still on hftliday in Devon with Angela* He joins the 
Roypl Artillery Signalling Corps on H v 14th* Its hrrd on the young 
todey and it is going to be very hardon Jim and (Angela to be separsted.
1 hope he is not sent abroad* However 1 am fortuncte that neither of 
the boys are in the R,-A*F*

Yours Gladys Clay
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Nuffield College
17 Banbury Road, Oxford, Eng.

My deer Win;
I wonder whether you would care to invite F.R.Hicks (and his wife) 

to visit the Institute. He sailed a week ego and will be in R. America 
till Christmas. He is visiting Harvard, New York, Washington and 
Chicago, where he has friendsj but he seems to know no one in Princeton 
(though Viner is a friend of his). He ought t; meet you and Walter, 
but he is not the kincjbf person who forces his way in anywhere without 
an invitation. Is there not some party in September he could come to? or 
is that a ti'in he should atooid?

I have got to know him properly only recently - since he came to 
Oxford asa research fellow of this institution. I have now a great 
respect and some affection for him; I also like his wife who has quantities 
of drive and practical efficiency which he lacks and many people usually 
resent in a woman. I asked the Rockefeller foundation to ask him over 
because they had never visited America and I thought he vould gain a 
great deal from a break between Manchester snd Oxford. He has a beautiful 
mind and, though a very orthodox economist , a wide range of interests. Keu 
can get at him care of Joe Willits.

I thought I might be over myself next month on an invitation Joe 
Willits made for mej but I had to get back here too soon for my prospective 
hosts, and the date is now fixed for Jan. 10th or 12th in the New Year, I 
shell descend upon the Institute with or without an invitation.

Meke see at that September party that you see my friend Michael Polanyi, 
the Professor of Physical Chemistry at Manchester who seems to me to be 
the one good political philosopher we have. Arid, make Walter see him; I have 
told him I am writing.

I hope youare all flourishing. What has happened tc those boys of
ycwrs? My two eldest are back at work out of the Army and t h e ____ left
school for the Navy last summer.fyfeJfTriend Helen has just finished a two years 
njirses training at Darlington Hall in Devon and goes to a shhool near Oxford 
to teach next month. Hicks will tell you about me. The chief change in the 
last year is that by securing Hicks end Loveday as fellows
Nuffield becomes a real entity for the first time.

But I canft think about all that sort of thing. I am on the Norfolk 
’Broad with Helen and John, and it is only a wet day that has made me write 
this letter before I get home. It is my second holiday, since I have already 
had a fortnight sailing $$$$ on the west coast of Scotland with Alan Anderson 
whom you probably met v/ith Arthur Guinness. I thought I was going to miss it 
because I had been asked tosdvise the Ministry of Fuel in preparing their 
case before the Tribunal which was setting the compensation for the 
nationalized!coal mines: however my evi dence was called two days before 
I was due to go off. It was an interesting job; nearly all the arguments 
on both sides were bed, and Tribunal’s questions in accordance since

.........the kind of economies which lawyers are prone to, but I feel
the answer was about right. Coal is a bad business; fancy a Labor Minister 
thanking the E.W.Railway - in Parliament - for converting their locomotives 
to oil fuel I

fell, I wish I could seeyou. One reason I left the Bank was that I 
wanteji more freedom to move about, and I have found I have less. You must 
come bver here,

Henry Clay
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September IT*

Dear Hearyi
It w a  wonderffcl to hear froa yom. Tour letter east 

while Dorothy an*. X were.vp at Qa»e Ood. X vat not, however, 
calling. The weather at tha 6a$e this owner m  rather h n U .  
to *ay tho least, «*d we v*re ooateaded to stay In the house.

I have Juat written Kicks. September Is ttftietleally ln- 
T>oasible as & tine for a visit. With tho peonlo he ought to 

' toe aad oo#ht to see M s  siamly n°t around, Accordingly t 
. aa trying to arrange for a date eonowhat later in the year.

X have kept la a tort of renote touch. with your ectiri- 
tlea through toveday and others. It sounds at though .luffleld 
it getting organised. Ketherlngto*, whan he waa here the 
other day, renorted glowingly On year Nuffield eonferenoee.
X Judge you are getting the technique* under tfcorou«$* control,

I have been scattering ay intereata more than X Would 
like, tat I sunpose that la inevitable. Staring the l&et 
year X spent considerable tine and effort getting studies 
organised ea eoelal and economic aspect* of atonlo energy.
We are getting to the^aoo where we aay havo a few decent 
reporta. I have alto been devotiag oonslderable tlae aad 
effort te ear eeaison interentt world econoalo policy* Thie 
saHMer I have been sieving writing a report* on Aaorieaa 
forelga Economic Policy for the tweatieth Century fund. It 
ia finished at last —  at leaat I hope It ia flnlahod, the 
other asabera of tha Coaalealott have still to give It their 
fiaal okay. If they do, it ought to be issued voxy shortly.
X Aouht whether it will soot your approval (Judging froa 
year foreign Affaire article) bat I think it will have your • 
qrapathy.

Tea oaa't laaglne the thrill of genuine pleasure that weat 
through your frleads la Prinoetoa with the *rd of your Kaight- 
hood. Vo all bath in refloated glory.

Aa cTor#

Sir Heavy Olay 
Vaffleld Collage 
Oxford* feglaad

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Reproduced from the Unclassified I Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

Sir Henry Clay died July 29, 19$h in hospital in  Middleburg, 

in Holland, -where he was on a holiday, a f te r  a road accident.
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