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Bank of Grgland

19th January 1937.

My dear Riefler,

I owe you a double apology, first for not
writing to you when Dr.Flexner's letter to the Governor came;
and secondly for not writing when the Governor's reply to
Dr.7Flexner went. My excuse is that I wag frightfully busy and
driven, and having to choose betweeh explaining the situation %o
Flexner(ﬁy the same post as the Governor's letter wenf)and
explaining it to you, I thought that you would not miﬁd if I kept
you walting. I think the fact that I was so occupled was proof
of the CGovernor's contention that I could not be spared. I
cannot myself see that I do any good here; but I do find myself
continuously busy - this although the particulaer job which I
expected in the New Year {(and on the strength of that
expectation refused your invitation in the autumn) did not
materialise. With the relations of Governments to currencies
taking on such important changes, someone has to try to under-
stand what is involved; I try to do that. I am also beset with
questions about the duration of the boom; there is a lot of
truth in Keynes' remark that fears of a boom mey precipitate a
slump. |

When
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Page 2. Winfileld W.Rlefler, Hsq. 19th January 1937.

When Dr.Flexner's invitation came and I was
told I could not be spared, I found that the Bank was thinking
of sending someone - probably liynors - to America to have a look
round. I pressed that he should be suggested in my place. T
thought this would meet the needs of the Bank better than three
months spent anywhere else; and I remembered your idea of
co~-ordinating research by Central Banks and thought that Mynors!
visit would at any rate be a beginning. Being - like myself -
an academic person in the Bank, Mynors could reasonably Dbe
proposed for the honour of working in the Institute. Indeed,
he and you will get a lot more out of his visit than you would
have done out of a visit from me, because he is an economist
while I am only a Jjournalist.

Thomas Balogh, whom I saw for a few minutes
on his return, asked me to write to you and tell you what T
thought of him as an economist. I think so well of him that I
have long wished to see him out of the speculative-financing
world which he serves at present into a respectable academic
environment. He has deteriorated in his present environment -
which is wicked waste because he has a fine mind and a burning
interest in economics. I find him nearly always stimulating and
informing. Wwhether he is really original or only e gquick and
omnivorous reader, I am not well enough read myself to say. But

he
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Page 3. Winfield W.Riefler, Esq. 19th Jeanuary 1837.

he clearly has an acute analytical mind, which is none the worse
if it is eclectic raether than originel, and combines with his
analytical powers what no-one else in this country (except
Robertson and lfynors) possesses, an appreciation and knowledge
and curiosity about economic actualities - the ways in which
people and institutions really react to changes in the economic
situation - and the habit of checking his (more serious)
generalisations by such statistical verification as is possible.
Sprague told me he had a much better grasp of American banking
than any other foreign student he had had. I can believe that.
He has an amazing knowledge of books, institutions and persons;
perhaps the Journalist's flair, but supported by the scholar's
habit of wide and thorough reading. If T were myself under-
taking some orgenised research on the field of monetary
economics on an internationel scale, he would be one of the first
people I should try to get, because he starts with such a wide
knowledge of different countries, besed on residence and work in
them, and he brings to his study of them such a knowledge of
contemporary economic literature.

My respects (and sincere apologies for not

turning up at Princeton myself) to your wife and the Director.

T hope
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I hope your research will involve an early visit to London and
that this time you will bring your wife.

Yours,

»
2 T e,
t ]

Winfield W.Riefler, Esq.
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January 27, 1936

Dear Henry:

I have been postnoning writing to you partly from natural
laziness and partly also in the hope that some of the very tenuous
situations on which you and I are destined to focus cur aspirations
would become more clarified, Now I am almost ready to acknowledge
that such clarification is too much to hore for in this world.

I really don't now how to convey a picture of our situation
to you except perhaps by the process of elimination. Pirst, we are
for the moment more concerned than usual with the internal situation,
political and economic {and in that ordsr). This is, of course, a
natural result of the decline in dusiness. Second, we are, I think,
gsomewhat less emotional and somewhat more philosophieal about it.
The hectic feeling of impending doom that was all pervasive in New
York last fall has abated somevhat. It 13 at least modified by a
renlization that cyeclical factors are involved, Third, panaceas
have become less popular. (a) It looks as though a fair amount of
the most unpopular tax features will be revised, but few any longer
pivot the revival of bhusiness on that factor, (b) It is generally
recognized that the railronds may stay in mess. (c¢) The debate on
pudblic policy with respect to the utilities is dally becoming more
svecific and concrete, but there is no clear clue as yet of 1its ul~
timate trend. (4d) The construction picture is clearing a little.

I think it 1s fair to say that if construction remains low it will
be a1 result of the lower level of general activity 4n contrast to
the past twelve months when rapidly rising construction costes con-
stituted an important factor in the decline in general activity.
Aside from these more basic individual situationa, the general pate

_ tern of business is what might be expected on cyclical lines, Cone
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sumer demand, aside from durable goods like automobiles, has held
up remarkably well. As a result, the sharp decline in production
has produced a bettsr inventory situation and new orders are making

“their s pearance in swall volume. I still feel that on domestic

factors Pabruary will witness a turn in nondurable goods activity,
that auvtomobiles cannot be buoyant before autumn a% the earliest,
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and that the level between Feiruarr and the wutumn will be éatermined
by construction and the outcome of the utility debate.

This does not take into account developments in Fngland. There
is gre~ter aprnrshension cver here th~t you are making a real turn
downward and that we w!11 be sericusly affected thereby. Porsonally
I have no:opinion. 1 have realized for some time that I am not adble
to Judge your market.

I have been in Princeton most of the time since my return, but
am planning to get down to Washington this week end. It may be that
I w111 have more definite ideas on my return,

At our last meeting you spoke 2 little more hopefully of being
able to get over here for a visit this winter. I do wish you would.
We are really serious about wanting to see you. Please bring Mrs.
Clay and Helen and make us y~ur headquarters.

Ap ever,

Winfield ¥. Riefler

Professor Henry Clay
The Bank of Ensland
London, RHGLAND

Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
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Pobruary 1, 1937

Denr Hanyy Qlay:

Your good letter w-rng mpr hoart, Mymors ls fast becoming
quiie the most popular person around here, I think you will
find n11 sorts of pressurs hroucht on him %o change his nationw
alitr and imserse himselfl norcanently in the Agmerican scene,
Seriocusly, everybody likes hinm trecendously and we are extiromoe
ly ropoy $0 have hime I only hopeo that we can keep hin equally
hapoy. L vromice that I ahall Ao vy best to introduce him to
all thoee vhasea of tha fserican situation which I should want
to Xmow if I wers in the Inni,

OCur real nd vhole-hearted joy with Mynors, however, in no
way mitizates our sense of loss with respect to you and krs,
Clay. Ve really want vou here very much on personzl’ as well as
intallactunl rounds. It i2 ay hope that when Mynors returna
he wil® make you go onviocus that you 411l feel nonztrained to
orulate hima

I axpact to come over to Geneva for a meebtine of the M.
nance Committee sometime in April and shall nlan to see you
then. Unfortunntely, I do not see how 1 can bring Mrs, Eiafler
along at that time., I wigh I could.

As ever,

Winfleld ¥, Riefler

Henry Clay, Tsqa
Bank of England
London, ENCLAXD

Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
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February 24, 1937

Dear Henry Clay!

Your wy eretudy continues to cut a wide swath., He is
maring a most nrofound immreasion everywhare. He is not
only eanshle of carrring thn nrastipe of ths Bank of England,
put I atncernlr bYolieve that he i3 increasing 1t amons thoce
whom hs hns mt.

I do not know how good a job we are doing for him, I
hove tried 4o ~ive “im the comtacts and datn in Americn which
I should ap-rocinte if I wore nn economist in the Banx of
Englande I hove that rou will find that the short throe-
montha' period has given him a vary firm background from
wiich o and he ean huild later, T nm osending you under
serarate covaer a cony of a racent veport of the Committee of
whicii I hwve been civirman, The report is still eonfilentinl
in the gsonse that 1t iz 0% vat »vailable for mublication,
but 1% has been widely clrculatod on this z1lo of the water.
I put into 4t most of my time durins the autum and since
then have done a great denl of "sollins" in order to rut
the progma recommended into e77act. It looks now as thoush
1t w11l go forward, I an gsending 1t ot this time not only
becaruse I mant you to have it and Celieve that you will de
intercsted in 1t, but aleso hecauvse 1% reprogsents a frirly
com lete sumiar: of one phrse of the contncts which I have
tried to rive Yynors, If you read it hefore he raturns, you
will be better sable tc undargtand some of tha things he talks
about when he comos.

I find that I am due to go to Geneva for a meeting of the
Finanecinl Committee on Anril 26Gth and have thersfore nnde roserw-
vations on the Norrandie to come over at the same time that
MHynorg returns, That means that I shall have an opportunity to
seo you somatime in April or May,

Sincerely,

Professor Henry Clay

Bank of Fngland
London, ENGLAND

|
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Ootober 19, 1938
)

Dear Henry Clays

Tour long amaited letter haz arrived and wé must accepnt the
resulte I confesas I was nrepered for 1t in the 1izht of recent
davelonments in Turope, It seemed to me that you womld nrobadly
react as ¥6u~did.

The newa that Gladys and vou are coming -for the winter, on
tha other hand, 1s news indaed. Ve are unreztrainedly delishted
and iook forward to it as the hish light of the wear., 1t wil;
form one sort of comtact which we will do our hest to ﬂsrnetu;ta.

1 bove just heard frém Lovedny thnt all the eopmittees of
which I am a member will be m-osting at Ceneva in November and

Decerber. Az far as I can ses now, thnt means that I shall be

eontinuously in session theres for sbout four weels, T haven't

picke&¢ay sailing yet, and don't know whethar I chall get to
London or not, though 1 want to brdly, At any rate, 1 shnll ses
y@u_&t the Pinansial Statistice Committee mesting at Genovae

Ag ever,

Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis
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ﬂy dear Win:

I ought to have written to you sooner, but I have had Siepmann's work to
do since I came back and he went away on leave, and then thingsihave made it
difficult to settle down to letter-writing. When it came to the point, I
found I could not leave England -- with war in the offing and two sons of mili-
tary age. Whether I should have decided otherwise in different political con-
ditions, I don't know, I do not trust myself to work ff I am not in a machine
that drives me; the freedom which is the Institute's chief attraction,. would
alarm me, And I have not much more faith in my camcity for scientific work.
It would have been emciting to work with you and Walter and I should probably
have been stimulated to write something; but in the last resort it is politics
I am interested in, and the Institute is no more a place for politics than
the Bank is, If anyone like you had asked me to work with him in England, I
should have given up the Bank; nothing has happened to me for years that has
given me anything like the encouragement your invitation gave me, and I shall
always be grateful to you. 4

One thing I did do. I got it clear that if the Bank was not using me, I
should consider myself free to do any work in the field of Zconomics that
seemed to me important. Much to my surprise the chance has come already. Lev
Douglas wrote asking me to go to McGill for a week or so. I put the leéter
up to the Deputy Governor expecting the usual objections; but he said he
thought it a good excuse for me to go to America. So we settled it at once.

I tcld him my first obligation was to you, and I want to know whether I may

come' to the Institute for six weeks in the New Year, T should leave here to-

wards the end of Janusry, bringing Gladys with me. I should have to spend a

http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
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little time in New York and Wachington as well as my week at McGill, and
from Montreal I should have to pay a courtesy visit to Ottawa. But it is
the Institute I want to come to.

I must write to Walter and Mr., Flexner. Love to all,

Yours,

H. C.
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Bank of England

23rd January 1939.

Dear Win,

I enclose a copy of my time-table so
far as I can fix it ahead. I have also written to
Walter Stewart telling him that I am exXpecting him and
you to answer the following questions: "Why does
Government spending cure unemployment in Germany and not
in the United 3tates of america?" "How is f{a) credit
and (b) the exchanges, regulated off the gold standard -
in fact and in ideal®?"

We are both looking forward very much
to our visit.

| With kind regards to your wife,
Yours sincerely,

,/{“M\ ‘ C{"“ Ao :}

’

’

I3 (T, [whd o o SIALD ey A
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ITINERARY

Jan, 87 Leave Liverpool.
Feb., 3 Arrive Hallfax,
4 "  Montreal.
11 " Ottawa.
18 Leave Ottawa for Princeton.
19 Arrive Princeton,
Mar. 24 Leave New York for Southampton,
Addresses

Till Feb. 10 e¢/o Prinecipal, McGill University, Montreal.
w = 17 ¢/o Bank of Canada, Ottawa,

" Mar. 283 o/o Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton,
NQJ.’ U.S‘A‘
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20 ¢ pe C':d
Lty
=
LES i,
Z/.z'l; o, e
May e 1939

Dear Friends ot Princeton:
I feel I wust write a short letter to vou 211 and I can't think who to

address it to so I write 2s ~bove., I am vriting in mv office which is a dirty

old building belongine to the Home Office, and »artly ~iven over to the "Women's

>

Volunt-ry Services for Civil Defense'. A rood old Title! The Chairnan is
e e,

Lady Reading, Vice Chairman ic ¥rs. kontsgu ¥orman vith = certsin number of

highly efficient women organisers »aié by the Governuent, with 2 host of

h
bl

lessger

imoortant neonle (not veaid) like myself, cmlled Administrators! Our work is to

cet centres geoing

b33

in 21} areas -- we nnve 70C already, -- vhere we get unpaid
vonen to run sn office to see that o111 woren 2re trained in vhat thev can do
in time of war, n2t forcetting arrancements for the Dilletting of at lzast

three million children. Ve cooperate with the Loenl Authority ever 21ad they

ere to hrve us. I ceme here daily and deal with corresnondence in the London

nert of Surrey.

It vas really 2 shock to get back to Ensland. Our stay in the Stotes seems

like o wonderful dream. I lenrd an American accent last nisht and it just sounded

lovely in my -ars as it rerinded ie of our wonlerful time. Zut don't think we

are gloomy. Ve are not., At first it was = shock to see how much further neople

were =ccentinz it as necessary to be mreprred for war., Then we becnme more

nhilosonhicel about it and both began to helo in getting ready for a siege

if needs be, but not accenting war as inevitable., I refuse to do that and al-

Its funny sending cne's Loy ~ff t2 school

9%

ways say s0 and other meownle do too.

imowing that you misht not be able to reach him by car next tine, as netrol

would De rationed in time of wer. You g0 to a Surrey Education Com. to inter-

» men say they will o2ledly

view wouns wen just coming out of college.
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take the position we offer them, but they are 20 and 21 and may be called up
under the new "Militiamen". Then you go to a Surrey Education Com. and discuss
Evacuation of children and arrange for Teachers, wives and families to go

with the children and hear the word of "dumlings" used for evacuees! A young
lady (Ballogh's fiancé) arrives an hour late for dinner and explains (quite
rightly) that she couldn't help being late as she was interviewing Czechs and
couldn't let them go away as they had waited all day. Five hundred pounds a
day is given out in relief at her offices in Mechlenburg'Square.

Our Chairman, La&y Reading, a first-rate speaker (she was Lord Reading's
secretary before she married him) and a very able woman, made 280 speeches
since last October all over England and we have a large number of other
speakers doing similar work.

The Secretary of the Women's Institute got her driving license a year ago
and now she is learning to drive a heavy lorry, so that she can qualify as an
Arbulance driver. Some of them practice on dust carts in the evenings! I hear
that everyvone is going to be forced to make an air raid shelter, but that may
only be gossip and may not be true. Meanwhile, we carry on as usual, send1:£;
King and Queen to Canadal! It really is an odd existence.

Well I must stop, but I thought you might like to hear a bit of what
we felt when we got home,

Remember me to everyone.

G. Clay
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Dear Hiss "ise,

1 have written this long letter which 1 have typed
in triplicate,to send to some of my friends in America snd 1 am
sending 1t to vou to show to whoever would 1like to read 1it.
1 mow lots of our friends are thinking of us and sending us messages
of loving friendship and we love to get them. Our stay at frinceton
seems like a beautiful dream which hapnened years and years ago, and
yet we are not unhappy. e are just learning to take things day ny
day and learning not to worry about inessentisls. My eldest boy had to
joln his unit in a few days so he <ot marrlied first andwe went up to
his wedding, just for the day. 1t all seemed quite natural,
though 1 would love the dear things to have had more than & twod ays
honeymoon., However 1'think his wife can be with him for part of the
time even if he has to be out oll davy.

Yours very sincerely,

[l Uem,
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Dear Friends,

1 know you are all thinking about us,here in
England,eand as 1 have a few minutes to spare 1 t ought 1 would
try and see 1f 1 cannot give you some glimpse of England through
my experiences. 1t would take too long to explain the work of
the Women's Voluntary Services but my job in it 1s to look after
Centres in the different local suthorities in the Metropolitan
Area of Surrey,answering people's gquestions and trying to be a
bureau of information(which is difficult when orders change =o
rapidly as they have been doing lately) and visiting these Centres
to encourage the women in them and settle differences if they arise.
1 have an office in a beautiful new building bélonging to the
Surrey County Council at Kingston,and 1 drive everyday. 1 am
hoping to get special petrol allowance for the work-1l dont think
there will be much difficulty-for private people will not be able
to get more petrol than will take them 200 mile§ a month. Think
if 18l You get petrol according to your horse power.
Driving at night is going to be very nearly impossible. You
can only have a two inch slip showing in your =side lights and
most people take headlight bulbs out. You can use them if they
are paintdd black 1 believe but the authorities are so s trict
that 1 thfnk that headiights will not be used. .1 have a fog
lamp 1 shgll use when 1 have put adhesive plaster all over it
and blackdd the plaster § of the way down. All bumpers have to
be painted white and a strip on the running boards. But after

all if you can only go 200 miles a month you might as well use 1%
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for day work. Winter afgernoons are goinz to be difficult.

At night 1 think most people will stay indoors. You cant think

what its like crossing the London streets with no street lamps

and no lights from any shop. 1lts really rather a terrifying ex-
perience at first. You think you are going to bump into cars as Yw
cross the road and you only justvmiss bumping people walking on the
side walkl Coming down from my boy's war wedding in “heshire ,

the train had only a blue light in the middle of the carriage. You
could not see the prrson's face opposite and everyone went to sleepe.
The conductor came through the train to wake us up when we gotniir
Paddington and it was ewidently his usual practice!l 1t was not ten
o'clock but evervyone was asleepl. 1wsri w va very few peopie in kue
srain. Tubes are lovely and light and then you come out into this
uttef darkhess. Our branch line trains have no 1i£ht$ at Gli.
uﬁveryone wears these absurd little boxes on their backs containing
thelr gasmask and it all looks absurd. Then the business of covering
your windowsli You cant think what it is like. 1 have hed a friend
working for me for a weeﬁfﬁggagt:gjnow all the windows are not covered.
The material has to be‘black or green or dark brown and you have

not to leave an inch of light showing. Go out and have a lokk at
your own windows and see how much light is showing even with your
thickest curtalns. Air Wardens come round and scold you if you

show any ligﬁt at all. 1n this bullding i= what 1s called a control
station. fie!e the message is received from the Coast to say that

the Germans are to be seen from the Cos-st. The messages are then
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sent out from here all over Surrey. Nooters and syrens go

and the trouble is that meny of them sound like noisy lorries
starting and you keep wondering all day whether you have had a
hooter or a lorry. However one gets used to it. The first time
you heard the warning is a bit wekrd but soon its seems nohhhg
though of course we have not t ried a raid yet. The first
warning came when 1 was at the C.Sclence Svnday School. Ve

were just finishins our »ervice when the message came so we gll
went into the cellars and sang hymns to cheer upthe children., 1
think they rather enjoyed i1tl! Then 1 had to take three children
home and was'nt the lMother pleased to see them. She had been 80
worried for they had had to walk a long way to 3.School.

lt‘was only a French planel! The next one came at 3.2.m. Henry
and 1 got up, we wefe the only people in the house ss we had sent
the children up to Yorkshire. We dressed andw ent out into our Air
Raid shelter and s at there for half an hour. Nothing haprpened.
1he next time the warning went it was 7.,a.m.-a more reasonable
time- again we went into our shelter. This time the plones came
near the “oast but did not penetrate. Ve heard guns but alas they
mistook an English plane for a Uerman. Now Henry says he is not
going to go downstalrs even,he wants to be comfortablel Mrsa
Montagu Noﬁman gays she is not golneg tog et downstair s $11l1 she
hears gunsé We have a lovely shelter. “efore it had its top on
it looked lite an Egyptian tomb! 1t 1s 6ft deep and about the

seme in length,covered with corrugated iron and earth on the top
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of that. We have a packing case for a table with =2 candle and
maetches and two seats. With a2 rug an 0ld coat and my Canadian

(3%l pad Mo kens  feeu ol
boots it 1s very comfortable. On the landing you have a bucket
of soll with a shovel to use if an incendiary bomb hits your attic
and e veryone 1s asked to tidy up thelr attics!l 1 have done mine!
1f you are out in the car in a raid you have to park your car in
a side street or an open space and take cover yourself. 1f there is
no cover yo are recommended to lie down flatlll The children
were alle vacuated as you know but unless we have an sirr aid or two
1 think many children will just walk homél Some of them are very
happy indeed and Helen says you see people walking about the toads
taking "their"children out, tut the Mothers will want them back 1
feel sure if Hitler leaves us'in peace"in London. A1l girls
who want to join the various women services are flocking to the
Labout Exchanges to be enrolled. They are given a good uniform,
have blllets found for them and pay at the rate of 2/2 per day
:g%;gin with. 1 believe you have to enlist for four years which
is a long time. ¥%hat you do if you want to get married 1 dont know.
Shops are having a very bad time indeed. There is going to be so
much central buyling that at the moment it is not easy toget stocks.
Everyone of ¢ourse wlll have ration cards for certain commodities.
1 am not suré which the five are but bacon,sugar,butter and margerine
are bound to;be amongst them. La2st time we got one tablespoonful

of butter per week per person! 1 hope we get more this time.

1 have forgotten meat. Meat i1s of course to be on the 1list.
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There will be 1little fish obtsinable. The trawlers 1 suppose will
be busy catching submarines instead of herrings! The dressmakers
are out of work and some are ruined from a business point of view,
but clothes will still be wanted if they can only tigdethemsevles
over for a bit. The clothing factories will be very bﬁsy and of
course if so many girls are in uniform civilian clothes will De
needed less and less. The human wnhappiness you hardly dare look
at. 1 was seeing & friend home in my car the other day and a bright
young t hing passed in her car andc alled out "Goodbye Mr Mennell"
In the gayest of voices. When she had zone my friend said "That
girl is leaving her nice little home. Her husband is flying in
the alr force, she is gzoing to her ilother. She 1s expecting a baby
before long." 1 am fortunate,at the roment. Uabriel has a commission
in the Hoyal Army Ordnance Corps, which mends lorries at a base-
or rather sees that his men mend the lorries- &snd is not expected
to have to go abroad for month. Jim wants the bavy. He is down
on a2 wiadting 1list but at the moment he is going on with Accountancy.
Helen 1s zoing to school daily from home,unéless things get too noisy
and then she will gobgg to Yorkshire. John willbe at school in
Oxford. They have a good shelter for the boys. But 1t 1s not going
to be easy for parents if thevy hear Oxford has been bombed.
1t would be difficult for feadmasters to let us know for telegrams
and telephones get blocked wth & sudden d emand as there would Dbe
with a big air raid. 1 can tell you 1 have learned a lot in one
weekl Wap is a beastly and inhuman thing and an absurd way of settling
anything. But 1.am beginning to wonder whether the people who are

ready to $o into the fizhtins line are not more idealistic than thos:
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Who:saﬁ\they cannot fight,and yet 1 could not fight myselfl
1t was evidently England's business to stop Napoleon and it looks
ag if history was repeating tiself.

The ddy after war broke out 1 went to my office which was then
at Tobhill St Westminster, and was reminded of our wonderful visit
to Canada and the “tates. £o refreshingl 1 reng up the typing room
about something and the ladyreplied, "1 wond«r if you would m nd waiting
a bit. The Queen is coming and 1 must tidy our ro om! 1 then thought
1 had better tidy mine and practice my curtsey which 1 had taken so
muich trouble to learn for the Yovernor General and his wifel
After a time the door was flung open by one of our people saying the
Queen is coming, and shortly after that she came in,shook hands wlth
lme mnd asked me what 1 did,. She looked very nice. The children of
course were thri led to be able to tell everyone that 1 had talked
with the Queen. 1t made them feel my work was worth whilel

We shall of course m-ke heaps of mistakes. 7VYou cant help it
when you have such an upheaval. liney will be wasted, lives lost
unnecessarily, but there is not an Englishman wr women who is not
behind Chamberlain. ¥%e felt ashamed after Munich. Ko one can say
we have not been satient. We shall come through. Germany cant win.

Yours sincerely,
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Hurst Lodge
Kenley

Sep 26/359 /
Dear iiss “ise,

Here is a bit more diary which mav interest
the friends round you. 1t is not =3 interesting but th-n
nothin mich has happened. One is eglsd it hss not.

1 prefer leaflet throwing to bombs dont wou?
1 hope you are getting in to vour new premises and are en-
joying them.

Yours sincerely,

(i Clay
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Letter two. Sep 21/39
Dear friends,

Life seems a wee bit more normal perhaps, for
Helen has gone back to her day school and John has zone to Oxford.
John forgot his gas mask and 1 had to post it to him but appranetly
the school had hot trusted parents or boys to remember and had got
sufficient in to provide each boy with one. Helen's school has
an alr rald warning each day to get the children a ccustomed to
going into the shelter and they have to come into preyers as well
28 Into all classes, with their overcoats and gas mssks. Really
people seem to get very used to carryins them and you see all boys
on bicycles carrying these little cardboard boxes on a string on
their backs. Henry wears one-the Bank made him- and Mrs Win-
tringham s<id he looked as if he was going fishing! The Bank has
white canvas bands on theirs. 1 saw a rather sad sight this mor-
ning as 1 drove here to my office at Kingston. A motor lorry
with a small householder(s furniture in it. At the back with
the furnlture sat 2 young woman holding her baby ¢n her knees.
She had such a sad face and 1 felt sure she was a soldier's wife
‘'or had had her home brogkan up with the “ar. %je looked so patient.
1 have a very nice office in the County Hall Kingston on Thames
where lvvri%e(with the help of a very good unpaid secretary)
a very large number of letters and answer a greatmany telephone
calls. My $ecretary is paid by the B.B.C.to stay at home so long

as she is d¢ing work of National importance. They do not need her
at present but of course if others got killed they would want her.
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However that 1s not very likely to happen as the B.B C.is at
Evesham. Quite a lot 'of firms have reserved staff like this
ifthe offices are atill in London. In each Local Authority
we have a W.V.5. Centre ( of women) helping all they can with
local A.R.P. They inferview women volunteers and try té guide
them to sultable voluntary work. For instance they see,if a
woman wants tobe an Ambulance Driver that she does not mind seeing
blood and that she can drive a car and does not want to become

an Ambulancé Uriver because she wants free driving lessons!

The County is arrnaging for "trekkers "camps in four places in
Surrey. All on Commons where there is plenty of space. Here
they woild have canteens and policement to keep order. They
anticipate that in case of bad air rasids a great msny people would
pour out of London and loot and steal 1f there was no food pro-
vided. Epsom and Esher have arranged for a hall to put women
and children in with straw mattresses and to train suitable

women to talk to the Mothers and try and ?ersuade them to go home.
They would have to be very nersuasive 1 should think after s
bombardment! Tomorrow we begin petrol rationing. 1 am told

1 cannot use the ".V.S.:pecial allowance for coming here. 1
certainly refuse to use Our'precious 7 gals a month for private
use for A.R.P.work. 1t takes me 30 minutes by car each way, it
would take;me 2 hrs each way by trainl! At the moment there is a

deadlock! | The Head O0ffice is trying to see if there is no way
round ther|egulation which refuses to allow me V.V.S.etrol for
coming to work.
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1n this building is a Control station. Here,in a specially
protected bullding, specially strengthened roof sand bags

on the top sandbags round the entrance, is the telephone
exchange which deals with air ri&d warnings. Here git
about a dozen girls at tele-hones all day snd all night

working on eight hour shifts. In & room adjacent is a large
board with all the local authority centres marked out, nymber
of ambulances, First Aid Posts, hoppitals decontaminating
stations, Fire Brigades etc, all marked out on this big board
and during an air raild these boards would be used for marking
out where these different ambulances etc had been telephoned
for and the man on duty sho:1d be able to use all of them to
the best advantages. %What happens if the tepehones s re completely
bleown out of order,l dont know. 1 suppose they would use motor
bkke drivers of which they have a zood many, 1t looks
rather like a game to play with counters.

People are grumbling that we do not get much news here in
Eng.and. 1 expectyou khow more thanwe do what is happaing.
Hitler's gpeeches one gets a bit tired ofl 1 wonder if you
have ever tried to really darken rooms. 1t is so difficult.

“e put spécial green material over the windows, then you add a
strip pinned onto the window frame at the top to prevent litile
gleems of |1i-ht where the curtain hook onto the poles, and even

then it iq necessary to shade your lights very much ideed.

Thank heavlen they have allowed cars a wee »it more light. 1%t took
me 20 miqute% the other night to go down the hilll
|
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Sep 26/39

People are now beginning to think the Loczl puthorities have
been unnecessarily busy in protecting the Civil poluation. No
Air Reids have taken place and what about paying for all this
guarding? They were willing enough when they thought the
bombs were com next nihht now they feel differently. The

A wmh«é gt:u
wages paid«ﬁsmg usually about £5 per week and in the country
districts there was great exasperation among the villagers for
paylng men £ 3 a week for staying all day and all night(they
hed shifts of course) reading newspapers and stories and sitting
in deck chairs waiting for air raids which never csme. 1t was
true they were Fire men and had a fire engine already to put out
fires over a large area, yet the fires did not come, a nd it made
then villagers mad to pass these big strong fellows sitting reading
stories in the lovely September sunshine! To be sure there are
heaps of people on guard and walking about all night without being
paid but as most people donot know which are paid and whicha re
not they cant descriminate. 11ford Rates are to go up, it 1is
said, 100 per cent! And who is to pay for all this? The local
retea are paid by the local r atepayers and many of them have no
money since the “ar, ‘here are heaps of women and men ocut of work.
We constant}y hear of cases of neople with large houses and servants
completely %uined, as far as theyc an see. hobody goes to London
to buy clothes. All cheap tickets on the rallway are stopped.

Nobody feelg like buying clothes and the warm weather hes gsone on
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so that people who will buy end can afford to buy, perfer to

wait till the weather gets colder and werm clothes seem attractive.
Trnasport of commodities is difficult too for lorries cannot drive
at night owingz to the lighting restrictions, and it 1s difficult to
get what youw ant even when it is at the f actory. 1 heve been waiting
three weeks for some shoes which 1 know must be at the f actory but
they just dgnt come. cugar 1s of course going ftobe rationed, =s
well &s many other things, and at the moment the grocer”lets you
nave' uilo pound of sugar where you used to buy two or three. His
svprlies are cut down and the other day when my cook asked the man
who Calleda inr the order for some sugar, he said "let me see what
you have in the cupboard’. £he showed him and said "No you cant
heve any"l ‘There was about 31bs in the cupboardl Meat seems to
be going to the troops and as many of the ordinary s oldiers don ot
get a roast of beef everyday, the demand is greater than the supply.
Before arranging what you will have for dinner you go e nd ring the
butcher to see what he has in his hop! The Gov.tried tor egulate
fish buying but 1t was such a fallure they have 2iven up and fish
markzets are open a8 usual only whers they get thelr fishfrom 1

dont know. o8t of thet rawlers are mine sweeping., VYeehad to fill
in for the Rational Register this week saying how many persons there
are in the house on ¥riday nicht ne-t. ¥We shall thenget ourration
cards. 1t was quite wasy in the last war so it will be in this.

Only if anyl of you risk coming over please get your ration cards

on arrival [or you will not be populer with vour friendsl
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John says they have some fine shelters at school but they a re

very bare but he says they intend to make them more attractive soonl
2t the moment no more offices are going out of London. Some firms
have half in London and half in e country place where the rest
could go if raids came,but 1t 18 very inconvenient for business,
Harrogate in Yorkshire 1is full of a Gov department,all the hotels
are commsndeered. A charming girl in my - .School class told me

she was going away the second Sundaya fter War broke out as her
office (she was a Civil Servant) was being transferred to Southport.
Last Sunday she told me they had not gone and would not go till

6% of the staff was killedl! MNice calculations! Gabriel is living
at home still and driving 30 miles to lis Army job. Theyare all
Engineers but as no lorries need repalbing there is nothing to do.

He has been made paymaster and had to pay 30Y men one day and give

C"‘ mﬂ‘l_’} Masie
each man two s alutes. OUne beforefhgﬁgot his money and one afterwardsl!
"

Pegegle sald his arm was quite tired by the endof the day.
1 wish you could see London since the rationing of petro . 1t
really looks like a small village as far s the roads are concerned.

i

The buses,which are running are careering along &t a grand pace and
there is soimuch space round them that they mnst really feel just
grand with gveryone sdmiring them. The trains are crowded par-
ticulé?ly oh Svnday ,when they run very less frequently, with people

goihg to sep realtions who have been evacuated or have evacuated

themselves,| teachers returning to the evacuees,clerks and girls

e weekend and back to their evacuated
in offices going home for the Crrione.
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All motoristi}are studying how thev can save petrol and finding
that either %heir car 1s not as good as they thought it was on
petrol,or blaming the "pool" petrol for the poor performsnce they
get out of their car. 1 walked up =2nd down our hill twice on
Sunday end 1f you do not get your car very near the curb you fo
not feel like wasting petrol in putting it at a proper distance
from_.the curb because you would be using 2 bit more petrol if you
did! 1 am trying free wheeling down the hill but 1 doubt if it is
much savine. 1 want to goto Church tonight. 1 shall have to walk
down the hill teske a train to Furley, cross that dangerous dark
main road, dothe same returning and walk up the hill once morel

1t 1s alright with a moon like 1 shall have tonight but it will

be different when there is no moon. At one time village concerts
were always arranged to suit the moon. lexpect they were too in
the States. LEveryone who walks about at night-Air VWardens and
Special iolice-tell me the moon and stars look so wodderful now
the streets and houwses are all darkened.

This letter 1s getting too long. As you will have gathered
there 1is 1itﬁle to say except people seem tobe settle down a bit
more. Everyone is terribly sorry for Foland of course as 1 know
you willbe tgo. 1 am told the Foles dislike the Russians more than
the Germans. |‘+hey think the Russians will just ki11ll of the better
class people |and keep the others to work for them, and after thewar
Germany will|be forced to glve back what she hasteken a2s she will be

beaten owing|to internal affairs,but Russia cannot be madg Fo giYe up
what she has| aken and England will not want to go on fighting Kissia.
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1t seema odd when you think that a few months ago
e were busy on the "préblem” of how t 0 d-Grensse motor accldents,
when today we have :zo0ived 1t very eassily. Just ryin the motor
trade by rationing petrol and raising taxation and there ir no
further need for extra police, wid~r roads, fresh Police CGourts
etcl Host parking places are empty, the garages are nearly rilned
and refusing to sell petrol unless you pay for it on the zpot, no
new cars appear to be =0ld no price for secondhrnd cars, and an
immente number of cars put up for the winter or for the war,
1 ~xpect 1t would pry szomeone to buy s few new cars for the price
will 70 up vhen cars rold again, but then everyone thinks that they
miht be bombed and in sny case the Ilncome tax 1s =0 Increaszed t hat
everyone hns to think how to save money, 1 went up to the /ake
district to see my Mother vho wes 111, »nd one dsry 1 wnlked aslong
the msin roasd from Patterdale to Penrith,welking perhppe 1, miles
of 1t, 1 414 not see one private cars 1 naw one van The next
tie 1 wolked 1t 1 snw one private car ~nd no van. fsuslly thirs is

a pretty busy rosd in summer end fall. You know 66 course

that =11 dumiers are painted vhite and there iz a white band palinted
acrozs the front vwings of about & inchesz,to help prople to see each
other a2t nighte At last one can rlde with s bit more 1isht,.

The 1ncre?aad income tax 18 a great shock to evervone, iiy slster

who hns fpur children under twelve years, peying for her children's
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schooling has to find sn extrs £50 per year, And before they
did not find it essy to mske endsm meet. My sister rarely buying
new Clothes. Another person has to find an extra 380 per year,
Then there are the people who are badly hit, 1f they ¢ an prove thel:
income this lest year has gone down 2U% they are let some off but
most people use up the money they have had the last six months
and to have to imximd= be charged on last year's income 1s not at
all easy for though you may not be ableto claim the 20% reduction
in your income, the 194% reduction of your ircome micht only be in
the last half year which included the beginning of the war,

8oming down from Penrilth yesterday 1 came through Preston.
There were soldiers walting on a platform with s military band
playing on the station., They were waiting for their train to Alder-
shot preparatory to going over to France, To be playlng Auld Lang
Syne seemed to bring the war very near to us =11,

1 saw my brother in lew who is an lIlnspector of Schools. He

is fully ;p to the ears in Evacuation probihems. He sdd if only
a bomb had fallen just before or J st after Evacuation the problems
would have disappeareds 1t was the fact the bombs d4id not come that
made things 8ifficulti One village woman had promised to tske three
chlldren. The billletting officer ssid there were four brothers could
she not tgke four. She s 1d well she woulds, When she got to the
children ?hey were black children with curly ticht biakck hairl The
children ?ad come from the Liverpool dock laboub. She was grand.
She took them. There has been a good deal of trouble with spoilt

beds, if jyou will excuse me going intod etalls, Youca 1magine there
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would be with so many c¢hildren of ~1l1 ages and from all tind: of
hones, g brother in law went into 2 hesdmaster's room snd he sal
to him, what do you think that big roll iz in the corner? He su=id
materincl for darkening blindes, Nosz nid the lHesdmaster rather testil
it 1+ yards and yards of rubber sheeting wglch 1 am eutting up into
strips snd siving out to the villageﬁg. ltx the on'y way of having
any peace} 1t 1s perhaps rather 1mp;;per to put 4in this story but
it seemed to me to make s0 clear so nmany simple problems which all
thene school mrzters have to desl with,that 1 risked your thinking
1t out of place, 1 saw lots of children about =nd the =seemed to
be 0 heppy collesting "conkers” snd hlrekberries, (ne lot of
children start early and hnve sg¢hool in the mormins nd the other
helf in the sfternoons, vome of the children think it awful to have
to alk far to schooll One story of a child mey have heen 1invented,
‘he was cskad  hat she thourht of the country. he replied” ell at
home ve get milk out of & nice clean milk bottle, here we pet 1t
out of » dirty old cow.,” People in townas are working hard to make
clonthes for the evaci:eess, One place und-r my charge{though 1 hsd
nothin- to do with it) made 700 garaents in about 3 weeks for these
children,
1t has been grind gettiny letters from our friends snd ve do
rppreciate there 1% 1= pood tco to hear of "“alter itewurt end " in
Riefler at “ashin-ton tho #h 1 =m sorry for thelr faomilies, 1t does
not seer giite fulr thet *hey should have to zoe 1 am not oing to
think thls%war 1z soin: on for agens 1 am =ure the German people are
too zensibie and too zood ot to wake up to the absurditv o4t -7

Bt fanatids are nn+ -~

»
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“hat 1s rather s rprising 1is the real unhappiness of many of the
women, ho have been evacnated, inspite of every kindness f om the
country people. They cant besr thecountry. 1t 1= not only the
fact they have left thelr homes and their husbands, but the fact
that there 1s no Cinema no streets andt raffic to 1~0k at no shops.
The "o en's lnstitute pa er tnlks of "ang 1sh'of some of the .mothers
evacuated. 1 knew some would not 1like it but did not think they
would dislike 1t as much as that. 1 asked z school officer to give
me some figures of an are 1 knew. e sald only 754 of the children
from these schools turned up at school to be evacuated #nd over holf
ha® returned. Now they sre sending off more! 1t 1s & very expensive
business.,

1 trink the enclosed letter in The Times 19 worthy of gquoting;
1t comes from Niarobi Kenys.
" Dor 8ir , 1 beg you to accept me to offer my three pigs
to Government to be used in the war. 1 have kept three
pigs only and 1 am wanting them to be in the work of your
Crown according my love and ower,like other fellows who have
given up their lives in order to defend other people's lives.
1 felt heartedly 23 1 have no knowledge or experience of any
work except these pigs which 1 decided that 1 must give them
to Government,exactly ss 1 would -lve up my life for our
Kingdom to remain J st to us as it has been forever. 'n meas-
uring my pigs,they are four feet in length etc. low =sir,1
would be very much pleased to hesr from you rhatyou hace declded
for that question of these offerings. 7our obe-lent servant
Kanogs /0 Njege
C/0 Chief Kuria's Locatio 1lhwagl
1s 'nt that charming’
Henry is very busy wilith Governemtn work. You wlll hear of lots of
very foolilsh things Enzland will be doing. To arrenge everythlng
sensibly iz en Imposslible tesk Just as it was with ven Av=i=- 7
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The surprising thing is that people seem to e'pect 1t will =all
work smoothlyl "e have had very hesvy rain the last few days,

al most continously rain, but it wa as well we did not have any
#lr rsilds as the helters are all full of wster. ZEveryone 1is
very disturbe’ at the disaster to the Roysl Ork snd wondering
what on earth the Navy 1s doing to let s ch things happen. ¢t
anchor too 1t sounds shocking. %e go on wondering vhen Hitler
will make n attack on the estern front b t nothing ha.pens
seriously at the moment thousgh it always seerms as if 1t willl heapper
next minute. :ome of the German soldiers captired d4id not know
there was a war on. They were told the m:ns they heared were
blastings! No amalien 1s mllowed to move more than 5 miles away
from the Po ice ares without a speclal permit. The tribunals are
sitting and giving permits to viork at differ-nt thingse Vomen

in domestic service will have to stay there. 1 =m vatching two
maids in my household snd studylng the problem from firsthand,
They hsve bought their tickets for America(vis Fnglsnd) when

they were in Yermany ac they were not allowed to bring momey oute.
They buy tickets from a Duteh line and in one case, ssked the nrme
should be c2ltered to a2 :ister who has already got her ermlt to
enter the ttatez. 1t is a Vvery great uprodting and as family
feellng is stronger in Jewish families than in others, 1t is
particulsrly hard on them. They work well hut all the time you
feel yoqr ho:'sehold 1s merely n ststion where they change tresinsi
1 1like go feel that people wsnt to s tay with me unless theysre

goinz tq get married. But that 1s too much tof expect.
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Suet and =ugar will soon be rationed so 1 decid~? to carryn on

as usual snd m ke my Christmas puddincss! 1 must also mak- the
minceneat and the Christmas cake while 1 can. 211 the tine you
have = gueer feelin: ss to whether you are "riskins "ate" by doing
soe. 1t 1s =111y but the rule of learning to live duy by dry seems
to be getting stronger and stron-er. 1t ia ve y diffic-1t getting
about without a moon and torches and refills sre very difficult to
gate Jim's 1ittle zirl, Angela, got loat coming up home on e night
thougzh she knew the way perfectly well, nsnd stopped =znd ssked £t r
house whero she . 8, The lady told her and then felt a:xlous so ,
tho:gh she did not lmow me well, rsng up to say a yo .5 lady seomed
to be lost on her way to our house. Angels was rather cro's that
the had to be hunted for I'or s2llshe wanted to know was, where was
she?li Jim went throggh the nivercsity Recruiting Committee yes«
terday but we have not‘heard the result. On !genday he 1s moing to
ussist s nisepghbour who is Controller of “eather,but how lon- he can
stay at ‘hat safe work vie dont know, 1t will menn goiln- to lLondon
ever day. Our train service is a3 azual during business hours but
only every hour st other times,

Fngiand 1s not bitter at the moment. The newspr er:s are
getting more use st zi¥ing at Germany's high commsend,b t not
seriously, No one is biltter or angrye. "hat we shrll be 1like 1t 1is
impossibX? to tell, 1t 1s difficult to feel sorry for the Uerman
pecple 1fiyou hnve 8 ffered in consequence snd 1 cant snee the
temper keepins as 1t 1s today. Ko one_renlly seems to agree with

Lloyd Geopge though he mokes us think.
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He 3fes not cut eny ice at the moment. Hé wonrthe last war
»e know but he 1s too'clever" and 1 think he thinks he could get
the better of Hitler in a conferecnce., 1 dont believehe could,

1 only wish he could.
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MR, EARLE;
MR. RiTFLox

Nov 13/:9 - MR. STEwWAR1
/ MR. WARRFN

Dear Friends,

wrote lest. At the end 4f lest week it looked =g if Hitler was

going to march 1nto Holland and feeling was pretty tense. 1 went

into sondon on the Friday morning tu a Vomwittee and you could just
feel the tension everywhere. 1t 1s really astonishing how you can

get this feellng without even talking to aryone. A gloom seemed to

be over everything realising that-sorry a< e . ere to think of Holland
having to do such a terrible thing as flooding her lands;—it meant

grim fightinéﬂand asroplane bases nearer tc us. 1t ould also me:«n more
refugees too and goodness knows where we should put them. 'ngland seems
full up with refugees,not onl. from Germany of which we have hesps,

but evscuees who seem like refuzees tooc. Ho ever over the weekend

pot fly Ry Mecsimh Wi Taen
things seemed to get a bit easler and the sageestion(that acewnriner.od

Aq)ﬁﬁd 14 Acn

Hitler's advisors seyims that America would come in if Holland and
Belgium were invadedsymay have done the trick-for the time being.
1 dont suppose it was correct but it might happen. There is , by the
way,one thing which 1 can say to you which 1 cant ssy to others, the
Importance of American cltizens alwsys putting themselves in our places
when they come over and discuss the "war situation”. We hete to
show our feellngs because we know it is wiser not to unless we just
cant help 1t- and this sometimes gives the impression that we are
made of cast iron in our feelings. To glve an example, the other

poak a2
nizht we had g visitor in and a letter had come from Gabieie” end

1 told this to Henry before our guest. 1 also said that he thoight

he would have to go to "rance at the end of Jany. “either of us
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sald anything as exclamation, we just "shut down" our feelings
and went on talking as if nothing had hsppened. HNow it 1s quite
easy to misunderstand such behaviour. e only do hard things be-
cause we think 1t right?§{§o/discuss Feconomics ané arrangements
for war as if you were talking apart from sons and husbands, -

at least with that feeling in the background-makes it hard for us,
1f we feel you understend it is alright, but 1 know one man last
weekend felt his visitor was so lacking in understsnding that he
said he had the greatest difficulty not to throw his guests outl
None of our friend: would be like that tho gh one of then got =
bit near it the otherday!

1 wonder what you thought of inston Churchill(s fighting
speech on Sunday night. 1 asked one refugee while waiting for the
Tribunal whether Hitler would be to’d what hurchiil hed seld, snd
she said Oh no. He would just go off in such & rage that 1t would
not be possible to read it to, im. 1 think to speak st-ongly
to the bully is useful and many peo:le approved of the speech,
though some people felt it perhaps unwise.

The younz find this waiting for somehhing to happen,very trylng.
1t 1s one thing to go out and be a hero and "do your bit". 1t is
another matter stending sbout waiting, or trying to make a machine
work which has not had time to get into working order. Goverrment
deppertments at anytime work slowly but when it is an Improvlsed
one,like the expanded army pay departments, 1t gets jmmmed =ll the
tine. 1t was some weeks before Gabriel got any pay and for the

young, men who had no firm at their back, it was very difficult.
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Gabriel thouzht he was getting the pay for hls rank of 1lst iieut,

but finds he is on'y pald for 2nd Liuet. “hen he gets psrt pay and
not all snd has to write about allowances etc. 1t 1s all very com-
plicated. The lorries have not come yet or only part of them, so
the men can do very little. Take the coal situstion. We all had tc¢
register with our coat agent =nd add up the tonsw e hed las year;
This we did wi h the help of the coal agent, Then we =ere told we
could have three qusrters of what we hadhed last year. Then the
miners zot ouf of work, The Coal agents dare not buy mofe than the
ration allrwances for thelr customers. Coal wagons were filled by
the miners and put onto the rsilwaye. The weather wasw arm so people
did not use ~s much as usual. They began toe conomise as much as tho7
could and with tre pros ect of increased incometax diq it »swell
as they coulds The result was that the Coal sgents hed their places
st scked with as much coal(or coke)as'they needed for s few rorths atkead
znd on the railway siding in ore place‘::; six miles of coal warons
full of coal waiting to be usedl The miners could not go on getting
up more coal as they could not put it into the wsgons! We all have
our ration cards for butter and bacon andmeat but nobody knows really
when we shall beglin to need theme Fetrol,ration of course ia enforce
and 1 had therefore to go by train to see John this weekend., 1,conld
not use coupons fof 80 mile journey each way and to usenzghghen 1
A vkt Lk & wnndhy dapply
zot thereu~ Inastead of trkl 7 me 24 hours to come home it took me
from B.p.m.to nearly midnight} Oxford was full of peopie. 1 was
told therfe pevo- 10,000 extra people living in Oxford. 1t wa: difficul
to find t where they all ceme from. The [ondon School of Econoecles

wl 4 WwarL
was housdd in Balliol. St H sh:s Co leze had haan tnvmad aub—fan
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Rbr h\hospital, the Lew Courts are expected to come ﬁo Oxford if
London 1s bombed, and there were heaps of Evacuees school children.
Otherwlse Oxford looked as usual except all(or most of) the valuable
stain glass had been taken out. There were no taxis running last
weekend as the taxl drivers had used up all their petrol till the
ho et fin it

22nd of Nov. With extra peopla and no extra taxls thiswould be
bound to happen. Some of the buses ran every hour istead of every
twenty minutes and there were few cars about. 1t 1s tiresome to go
from Oxford to London and be unableto read. The light was not zood
enough to read by though you c¢:uld see the passengers faces ogposite
which was some improvement to the first weeks of t he war.

in looking back it may ®eem silly we blacked out s much but a re-
fugee living in my household,told me that the Germans were all saying
that 1f a war started the first thing Hitler intended to d#ﬁas to
destroy London. They glso said thelr hope was in Chamberlain who
loved peace. 1 wonder what they think nowl ;;:(cannot buy a pair
of stockings or a hankerchief without a special coupon whiér 1is
dirfficult to get. | 1 took my mald before the Tribunal today.
+e had a long time to walt but they were very decent to us. One girl
was very upset because she was trylng to keep a “Christian" attitude
to war. She did not make 1t clear that she dlsapproved of Hitler(s
methods and so she was told to come agaln next Monday. Her Mother
was a Pole and the girl,really En-lish. She had spent the last seven

years In the States and had come back here to help nurse the slck.

1 expect she will get through on M nday. Otherwlse she will be in-
terned.
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1 am not saying anything about finnnce in these letters,
because 1t looks nust too complicated to see anyway rouhd. Our
Job today is to keep on and do the best we can, thowgh how anyone
1s going to pay their taxes 1 dont know. As to the bilgger question
- of National Finance 1 should think that no one sees beyond the
immediate present. Everything scems 8o topsy tervy. You pick up
your newspaper ln the morning and see, two more German ships sunk,
and yous ay good, and the next page or the next day, another ¥Tnglish
or French ship (merchsnt) sunk and you say what a pity, so long as the
crew and gassengers are saved. Everymne iz knitting of course.
1n my work, omen's Voluntary fervices, we get heaps of sewing parties
and knitting perties asking for advice and help till we begin to
wish that no one knew how to knit br Sew. Tghen we beglin to see
that it 1s an old custom for the women folk to do this kind# of work
in wartime anda re gled they have something to do to relleve theilr
feelings. The lady who 1s specially active in organisgghospital
supplies in a large area of which 1 am a part- 1s Lady Gordon Pin-
layson. he works hard even if 1 do not think a great deal of her
capacity for belng really systematic. She 1s feeling things sov ery

much. &5She has a number of sons and 1is auways anxious a bout them.

o Yan bt Ive e Qi Vavy  Yan wsl wob Dl Aag aa b
Neo—one-—wouid—1lke tnwhqve“no¢nnc“inﬁthe house -at—any part—of+he day
Ve W OV

og¢ night,for fear bad news comes through particularly if you have a

son in the Navy. One friendof mine has a son in the Navys "She‘
ot wadel W dee tidn M M oy JesLto i Lo

thought he was safe in Malta t111l the other night. She did not go
out to Brdige with her husband but stayed in The tel.bell went .

"Call from Portsmouth". 1ls Jshn safe was her first thought are they
oof 1477

ringing me to 38y bad news.
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"ls that you Mum" come the answer. 1t was her John. He had come
back from Rexksmzwikk. Alexandria to Portsmouth and‘agié going up
to the North Sea somewhere. He had one day's leave. So they hurried
down to Portsmouth and spent the day with him, Then Wew ent off.
Next they heard was that there had been an engagement in the North
Sea and the steering gear hadt o be mended and he would be home for
ten days leave. He came home but was recalled and only had eight
days at home as the ship had been mended sooner than expected.

Now 1 dont su pose she dare go out in the evening forfear she
is not in in case he rings her again. l1s'nt that trylng to a Mother's
nerves? She 1s a plucky Scot but does not find it easy.

How anyone msnages without a Bligion 1 dont now but 1 suppose
when it comes to essentials we 2ll find we have one, though some

sustain one more than others!
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Huret Todge Ldﬁ%&TECHEBOTAQEF
Kenley

Hov & 1/5qm 3

Dear Friends,

1 sm glad to hemr you enjoy my letters snd getting
simple news in this ways 1 find 1t interesting putting down my
twourhta and tellin- vou =11 a{tt tbout what we rre thinkin-,

One perason writing beck to thenk me, 1< afrald we are losin: our
- nerve thoirh not our cournze, 1 am corry if ' have given this ime
sression for there 13 no <im whﬁtever t et we are louing our nerve .
‘1 teft my ;eernd case with my zesmask inside, for two ni~hts at the
rellway station! iienry tried to leave his gnasmask at home and not
take 1t to the Bank with him but he rot,whast the children call"tlcked
of f"for thi+ by the Pank porter or some 3 ch officisl and now,obedlently
~oes about with a white bend meross rhls chest which som~ on~ sald looked
a8 1f he . as oinz fishin-l

Ve were all very relieve that the Germans vere prevented,by
the pressure of the nited States and f belglunm,from walking into
Hollsnd. Thet was gocd for that seekend 1t looked pretty hopeless
fifter feeling pgloomy people hecome cheerful agein until this nev
sinking
skkxximx of ships this weekend. 1t does not frishten us only it
makes thihga lock rather grim until we find a way of gettins~over 1it.
hy sisteris friend': dsughter had 'an unpldassnt experience. "his
davrhter yasz married nd had a child of three yeasrs old. The: were
both -oiny out to the ‘atrer in the " est 1lndies :nd chose a Tuthh
boat to be ssfe, the famous Simon Yolivar. “hen the firat explosion
came the |lother wes in the passage,w.as thrown down snd injured =dd

made Insensib e. The small chlild of three wandered upstairs and was

ot in a jife boat, "hen she beg=n to cry for her ‘other, - friend
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on board, who v as in the 1ife boat, sot out, ran alonz to her
cabin and found her 1lifelesz dn the floor of the ..assuje, lie
plcked heg\ran up on deck in time to,throw her into the sea 2and
himself, and kept her afloat till they were rescued. The .i~ther
is now in hospltal with a broken jaw and sometimes conscious and
sometimes not, but they expect her to recover tho ghr she may be dis-
lgured. 1t does not see - much use making "rules of the zarme" for
war as 1f wars were hockey mstches. 1t makes you vond=r whether
real air r-ids ere far awaye. Te Bgrday ~ny nlece saw a Yerman sero
plane tralling smoke to hide 1t,orfbaffle its pursuers, and tod v as
1 .ass the man vho sells evening papers, there is a bill out "Rsid
over rdent', 1 say to myself really? Not 'cotland this time.
Gabrie:'s wife heard the suns when the Uerman p ane came near Liver-
pool the otherday and she sald the windows shook from the gunfire.
The muns were = long wsy offe She was living in the howr e slone as
sabriel hed not come home at that time of the day. 1 #sked her vh-t
she felt 1like did =he feel fri-htened. . he sald no,not really but
vhen the windows shook my knees seem to become a blt =hakyl!l
1l.ent to see s new school 1 am 1ntereste€:a “urrey County Cou ncil
School for i#entrlly Defective ehildrens A new little sciool where
the teachers are doin: a wonderful work with t{oto 60 of th#se child)
she needed comforting very much. Helf of her school hesd been
civen to & lot of children from a school near by which hed no =ir
rezid shel%er. These incomin~ children were crowded so much *hat 1t

reriinded me of o0ld pictures of schools lons &0, The ¢ were not

enouch chairs or desks for them #nd the mentslly defective chlldren

|
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had only one ciass room instead of three or four, However 1 vas
able to suggest one or two things which conlid he done usin: an

0ld b'ilding ne'r and 1 trust they can zet on for r bit, ¥Hu: it

1s very dishearteninr for the teachers to see their new school
being overcrowded nd not be able +o ¢arry on as they have been
doin;z, “hls erowding of sc¢ cols 1~ resllyvery hard on the
teachers and 1t does not look s3 if they sre rolng to have o proper
Christmns holliday, There 1: r» very nice boy-or rather voun: man
of twenty four, of a friend of ours living nesr who hes been having
a very diffimlt time in decidins vhat to do, Hie Father wus in

0r & Gultanbives elycda
priszon the last war vhen he d his twin brother were born, butfﬁe EYLN

is notia complete conscilentions objector 1like hic Father. He has
travelled a great deal! In Germany,FPrence end Poland for His Father's
business of tea importer and exporter. 7The business is pretty well

at « stardstill. Pr-nces=(the son] asked to join the Friends imbulence
byt there was no room for hime Then he approerched Henry and he though
he had » Job for him and that hi: knoule'ge of the Continent = d of
lenzuages -ould be useful, At the same moment that this job seemed
to be op2n to him,with a =amnll sslery,a telegrar came tc say that therl
war praom in the ¥riend = Ambulsnce. hat ~hould he do? fie had no
money end his famlly vould be ~lsd 1f he could earn ss money nmatters
were very tight with them, Put was 1t rigsht to take a job at home

if he wag 8 semi conscientious objector and dld not feel he could
fight? He declded he ou~ht to go to the Friends Ambuience and a ay

he wents.| Frences 13 not a clever boy nor able to argue well so he

huas had f tough time tryinr to make up hi: mind,
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1 started again our “"omen'z Institute which meets once s month

and was surprised to find so many people turing up.‘ "e usunlyy

have about 40 ;:eople but after missing two months vith all the
siffioulty of less freq ent buses 1 thourh* few rould come. e

hed more thean usurl, “~ople are rlad to come to n plzce nere war
i not fiiscussed end where ti ey can meet and llsten to = lecture,

i 3t11) 70 on with my orgsanisiny Job #nd it loock: as 1f we may have
more work shortly. Apparently k itted pullovers,mit!ens and =carves
are very much needed and 1 am hopinz that 1 heve persuéded the organ-
iser: of the Fund subseribed to provide comforts for §urrey men, b
11 sllor my colleague and 1 to distribute the vwool to th~ omen's
working parties. 1 am at least tryin:z to get this for ve heve heaps
of women longin~ to knit snd m'ny csnnot afford the vocie 1 suppose
it: has alway+ been the practice of the women to do this kind of thing
vhile their men fight and 1 em sure it 1s 2004 for them to be occuple
Anvhor 1 understand the men will he grateful for these woolies, but
there is & rea*r scarcity of knittiné ionley Lt 4= odd you lnmow

but vomen are also tsking to wooll “hey are “ving wooily scarves
Tor themseives, wooly underclothing and wooly dresse: aven Sor
evenings wéar. 1t iz very tiresome for really the wool should all

z0 to theémenl The women in uniform too take wool for their
clothes. { ey look quite well in kherkl suits #nd various styles

of army hats,but you will heve seen them in the pictures.

The women pr e doing a 7004 deal of the office work,and I'rom vhet 1
hear %% frp~ Gabriel's experience it would be 2 rocd thing if there

were more pomen there. Retired Colonels and penple who are only
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used to riting letters in long hend 2re rot the proople to dfenl
with a nmulititude of ermy forms. However trey vre callins~ for
more" ‘s’ raz they call them end 1 hesve no doubt vomen will come
Torward, Zome of the Ats =re not having a very comfortable time
for bedding 13 scarce, there hus been such s dwrend for it, that
th supply is not 3 fficlent, 1 hear the hoot and shoe factorles
ere extre ely busy. VYeople hrve to wa'k more,therefore more rhoes
huve to be repalred and walking rhoes mre needed for viomen as well
as tere Fvenlns shoes are not wanted. ' trong walking <hoes with
gser='hle hreln, " went up to <ee 3sbriel for a nirsht on “aturday,
e telesrashed *hat he wec free on Zundey so Henry and 1 vwent up
‘on the &t mornin: trein md ret rned . ndar night. “abriel was
goins to a frectory for a month,near outhport in lerncr: hire, to
learn ebout lens for suns and posatbly deisel enpines. 4derx-ie was
zoing with him, 7hey are z=d to 'eave thelr 111 le house hut any
ay abriel will be ab e to come ‘ome to the lodsins-s each nicht
and not have s long drive in hi- cer early morning encd lete et
as we.l as

t.1-ht zxxdxaxxm belny evwey three nights » week at the srmy BExvwekk,.
e came home in qulte a fast train with & spendld 1i-ht in the
dinin; cdar., 1t wes grand, They novw put on quite & decent dinner

of soup, meat =nd sweet for 7/6. A grea‘ improvement, The iiead
walter saiﬁ everyone liked the simpler dinrer sr2 1t had come on to
stey haéfelt sure. denry sald he woulsd tell Lord Stamp, wut he did
not say!it to the walter. lie would'nyt vould he? 1 cant think
wny they hrve not used *he b'inds before and hed 1lights on these

exnressqd. The edge=z of *he windows sre printed black tog void
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any chinks showing, The stations sre of course still very dark

and 1t 1s very difficult to see enough to dial 1f you wish to tele-
phone, ~ome call boxes have a wee blue light hut by no means all,
Henry keeps gquite cheerf 1 and does not look worried. Jewkes
from Manchester came to see us the otherday end sald how well Henry
locked vhich seemd to surprise him. Helen doss not seem tob eat
all disturbed with the world asitustion. She is working hsrdfor her
Matric exam which she trkes in a fortnight. -he comes home in =
very dark traln and 1 plek her up at Kenley with “enry and Jim at

he sametl-e. -he has to wa'k tot he station in the moming as 1 csnnot
spare the petroi. 1 asked my sister to come to lunch todays ‘he
lives about ten minutes in the car away from me, She sald she would
nd then telerhoned to ssy she could not spare the petrol, Zhe has
three cars! However 1 had a bit to spare and went hesd had lunch
with her, 1 always try to have my tsnk full of petrol the begiming
of the new ration ok o that in an emergency 1 have some in hand,
That is to say 1 try to 1live on last month's allowance and not on
the current month. "e have just filled in our ration books and
all 1s in order to receive sugar,butter »nd margerine rations but
the date when the rat‘onning begins has not been fixed., 1f we get
more of thése horrible sinkings we have had this weekend rationning
will,1l ého&ld imagine,come in quickly.
But whatever hapsens snd whatever we have to go through, we

know that evll cannot triumph, 1t 1= 1mposéible.
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Hurst Lodge
Kenley
Hov 30/39

Dear Priends,

%e have hrd a good deal of rain and little sunshine
and with the help of the continual sinking of ships,no one has
felt very cheerful, There has been lezz2 sinkinrs this week and
rumours go round that a method of derling with these magnetic .
bombs has been found. The storms,l supposs,have helped, and it
muat be « atrange sicht to see 5O bombs washed up onto a coast,
The Gov. are tfying their best to prevent Evecueeas -oing home for
Christmas snd the L,C,Ce 123 havins~ n campaign to collect money
for presents for these children. Sfome of the plsces asked to oc .=
tribute sro objeotinge One 1 spoke to this morning soid, our people
here sre too poor to contribute even penniles, There husbends are
either nout of work or in the Army. 1f in the Army their wives
are getting ss 1little as 2/6 per week for the youngest child end
that wont keep them in milk nnd the evacuees ave getting good food
in the country and the pay is RE# 65/6 to 8/6 per week per child
end heaps é elothes have Ween sent as wells, The shops vhere
the ovncuazid c¢hildren have gone to are doingxgéfbaring trade
while the shops where they have come from are badly hit. How
a1ffioult it is to have justicel
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The VVomen's lnstitute- are up in arms about the dirt end
bad habits of the evacunated children. They are so indignant
that Headyuarters of the “,lnstitutes are.sending out a special
questionnaire to all the villagzes,to be signed by the President
and the Secretary, asking how meny children they have, how many
behave in a civilised manner snd whet they t hink about the Mothers
who came with the children under ive, 1 hope v ery much 1 shall
see a very full report of this, The feelins 1a 0 s trong ageinst
the "cdirty”"town folk that there is roing to be some interesting
readingl The LeCeCeand the uilnis‘ry of Health say the atofies
are exagrerated but one of our Orgnneiers , after a tour 6f four
Countlien, said she was s0o shociked at what she heard that she rec-
commended that thia questlionnaire -hould be sent out,
$£111 no air ralds. One story 1s that the Gerwsns want to keep
their aeroplunes ss they dont trust Rusgsia £nd need a full orce
to use for negotisting. Husala is sald to have a good rleet of
excellent aeropl ne=. 1 cant believ~ it 1s efficlentl However
if 1t keeps of the German aeroplanss 1t sults me alright,
e feel 1t necessary to keep up our Ci?il Defenco'but its very.
expensive snd ho: we are soing to pay 1t all 1 cant imegine,
%e pay half our income in texation apart from loecal tamation,
1 went into one of my Centres yesterday and saw them showin: s
¥other howito £it on her bhaby's rns masks 4 most cumbraome
lookin: th*ng. This was quite a sm: 11 place, but 1500 baby

|

gas - sks Tad been supplied free at a cost to the Govsof £4 eachl

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Bpottioat from treUnelssiied r Deviaesied Holdngs of the Nafional Archives

3

The young peop'»,as is usual during war tige, sre getting

married in large numbers, Ny niece is getting married on i
Sunday at the Friends Meeting louse to » younz man,a Conacien;
tious objector, who is at the moment teaching in & boy's school
but thinks he may think it his duty to join s Priends Ambulance
vithout any pays lis wife will then 7o brek to tesching,

Really 1 think he 1s objeecting to authority generslly snd hss
"8 grievance agrinst the world including his o:n familyl

However 1 dont blame him for not wanting to firht,

Gedbriel 1s intercsted in working st a place whieh makes guns

and Tepzle says he finds the work there interesting for the guns
afo very complicated pieces of machinery, Jim ir petting restleas,
He wants to get martéed in the Spring, he rinds it difficult to
work every ovening on Accountancy when he :onders whether he ought
to join the Navy before the exam in liaye 1t iz terridbly upsetting
to the young a . art from Frthers and Mothers. Ye lsam to live |
from dsy to day, 1 vent to trlk to‘the HesAmistress of a zchool
for Ventally Defective childrens A wondsrful vork 13 b eing done
there, 1 asked sbout thelir Christmes party, "ell seld the teacher
@ are not sure whether to haveone or‘tn wpit snd have a bl party,
to celeba&te Peace at the saretime, 1t gave sucha qreer feeling

to raaliaé her faith that pesce was not far awaye. That 18 the

way we must look at it, Before then 1 feel it seems #&nevitable
thet othepy countries will be drawn in. ¥tXxi4tmgs The smeriecan

Villard's articlés were very depressing durling this 4iffie 1t time,
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lg/seems so afreid of Polshivisms Everyone seems afraid of it
wvhich seems to me very queer, After all 1 cant see much difference
between Nazlsm and Boishivism end 1 cant see any nntion living
in thet way forever, 1f poople were not so afrsid e should pget
on mich better, Soclalism hud the seme name at one time and no one
17 efr-1d of it now, The really rich are done in anyvay except
1 suspose in America, asnd 1 cant see that rich people will be made
this time Aurin: the var, 7:1lardts last article was intereating
on the eh-nge in the atiitce of Sermans to Hitler and 4f only
the fear of Folchivlsm as »n cltermative couid he cleared avay
we micht have eace guickers
Later. #nd nov 1 read on the pl:ckards that lusala has Invaded
Pinland., 1 wonder what d-cent Jermans think of thelr comntry now,
The only thinp applicable seems %o he s quoiation from the ¥ible
"Forglve trem for they 'moer not ahat they do"s 1t looks like s
world war and yet 1 csn underztand Ameriecans thinking "why should
1 send my sorneg to fight in thl:z misersble war.' The iaat var seemed
colossal, it 1= ~2mall compared to the ~oszihilitlies of t his one,
Howev r we keap on, There hnve %een few gasualties up to date thongh
no cne knows what hes hap.ened in Poland, Helen's school friend, =&
Fole, or rather a Fole recently hecome a German, has at lrst heard
from her parﬁnta in Russ=ien Polsnd . They were in Cracow. Anothey
Polish girl o e heard that her home is dentroyed end her iother
Father =nd byother all,killed,

Yours sincerely,
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Hurat Lodee =~ linyes Lons
Kenley - Surrsy
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HOWe K0y LI

Nesr Ligs Wige,
1 enclose another ietier, Just as the news
s
comes of rinland with a o0eaibility of dolland vivevaven

I am so terridy sorry for srave litils Jirland.

Yours sinceraely,

Gn c x?.!;"
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Burst Lodge ~ Hayes Lane
Kenley - Surrey

Nov. 30/39

Dear Friends,

¥We huve had a zood deal of rain and little sunshine and with the help of
continual sinking of ships, no one has felt very cheerful. There has been
less sinkings this week and rumours go round that a method of dealing with
these magnetia boubs has been found. The storms, I suppose, have helped, and
it must be 2 strange sight to see 50 bombs washed up onto a coast. The Gov,
arefrying their best to prevent Evacuses going home for Christmas and the L.C.C.
is having a campaign to collect money for prasents for these children. BSome of
the places asked to contribute are objecting. One I spoks %o this morning said,
our people here are %00 poor Lo contribute even pennies. Thelr husbands are
either out of work or in the Army. If in the Army thelr wives are gedting as
11ttle as 2/6 per week for the youngest child and that wont keep them in milk
and the evacuses are getting good food in the cowmtry and the pay is 5/6 :;:l
6/6 per wesk per child and hesps of clothes have been sent as well. The shops
where the evacuated children have gone tc are doiag a ¥Yoarinz trads shile the
shops whers thay have come from are badly hit., How 41fficult Lt is to have
Justice!

The Wossn's Institutes are up in arms about the dird and bad habits of the
ovacuated children. They are so indignant that Beadquarters of the ¥, Institutes
are sending out a special questiomaire to all the villages, to be siguned by
the Pr‘?nidant and the Secretary, asking how many children they have, how many
behave ia a civilised menner and what they think about the Mothers who came
with ujﬁo children under five, I hope very much I shall gee a very full report
of this. The feeling is 80 strong mcainst ths “dirty" town folk that there is

going be some interssting reading! The L.C.C. and the Ministry of Health
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say the stories are exsggerated but one of our Crganisers, sfter a tour of four
Coumtinag, sald she was &0 shodred at whnt she heard that she rschrmmended that
this questionuaire should be sant out.

S$111 no =2ir raids. One story is that the Fermans want to keep their
peroplanss ng trhey dnont trust Mussia and need a full force to use for negotiaw
ting. Bussis 1s said %0 have s ro0d fleet of excellent aeroplanes., I cent
believe it is efficient! Howovar if 11 seeps off the Yermsan aeronlanes it suits
me alricht. We {eel it necessary to keep wp our (ivil Uefence but its very
expensive and how we are going 1o nay it all I cant iusagine, Ve pay half our
income in taxation ap~srt from loeal taxation. I went into one of my Centres
yestardsy and saw Lupem showing o dother now to £it on her baoy's ses ma<k., A
most camberazose looking thing., This was guite a small place, but 14500 baby
gas ragss 1nd been supolied free at o cost to the Gev. of ki each!

The soune pecple, ns is usuel during war time, are cetting warried in
lnrge numbercs Ky rniece is gsetiine norried on Sunday at the “riends Meeting
House to a soung msn, a Gonsclenilous objector, who is at ths rcment tenching
in 5 bor's scicol but tiinks he may think it his duty to Jjoin a Friends A=bulance
without sny nay. His wife will then 0 hack to tescnine. Feszlly I think he
i1s obJecting to authority generally and has a srisvance szainst the world in-
cladlug his own familyl! However I dont blame m for not wantine tn flaht,
Gabriel is intarested in working at a »lsce which makes mund and Perrle savs
he finds tho work there interseting for the puns are vary comnlicated ~ieces
of machinery. Jim is getting resgtlissr. He wants o get married in the Spring,
ha finds 1t difficult to work every evenings on Accountamcy when ha wonders
vhether he ousrt to Join the Navy before the exmm in May, It 18 terridly up-
setiting to the voumg apart from Fathers and Mothers. He lenrn to live from
dsy to day. I went to talk to the Headmistress of asehool of Hentally Defec—

tive children., A wonderful work is being done there, I asked about their
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Christuas party. Well said the témcher we are not sure whether to have one

or to wait and have a big party, %o celebrate FPeace at the same time., 1% gave
such a gueer fesling to realise her falth that vence was not far away. That

is the way we mupt look at it. DBefore then I feel i1t ceems inevitable that
other countrins will be drown in. The American Villard's articles were very
cenregcing during this difficult time. He seems so nfraid of Bolshivisam., “ivery-
one seems afraid of 1t which seems to me wery queey. After all I cnnt see much
difference betveen Nazism and Bolshiviem snd I cant see any nation living &n
that way forever. If people were not so afraid we should get on much better.
Socialism had the same name at one time and no one is afraid of it now. The
renlly rich are done in anyway excent I suppose in America, and I cant see

that rich peccle will be made this time during the war., Villard's last are
ticle was intero:ting on the chnnge in the attituds of Usrmang to Hitler and

if only the fear of Bolghivism as an alternative could be clenred away we

might have pnence quicker.

Loter. And now I read on the greards that Bussia has invaded Pinland, I won-
der what decent Germans think of thelr country new. The only thing applicable
seems to be s cuotation from the Bible "Forgive them for they know uot what they
do." It looke llke & world war and yet I can undarstand Americans thinking
"why should I send my smons to fisht in this wiserable war,® The last war
sesned colossal, it is smnll compared to the possivilities of this one. Howe
ever we keen on. There have been few casualties up to date though no one

knows whai has happened in Poland, Helen's school friemnd, ~ Pole, or rather

2 Pole rncently beceme a German, has at last "ard from her parente in Russian
Poland. They were in Cracow. Anothesr Polish £irl has heard thot her home ig
destroyed nnd her ¥other, Fmther and trother all, killed.

Yours sincerely,

http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Répfoduoedﬂ from the Unclassiﬁed_/ Decléssiﬁed Hofdings of thé National Archives

HURST LODGE - HAYES LANE - KENLEY - SURREY “ »
TRLEPHONE: UPLANDS 4209 Y e

We [wals Keep A

<
Q |
i
|

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Réprddn‘tféd'ﬁ'dm‘mefunclawﬁe%!"l‘Déclaﬁsiﬁed Holdings of the National Archives

MR. Girea
MR. RIEFLER ¢
s pem e gy e -.,/

Ky Office.
Jen 16/40

Dear Frinds,

1t was very jolly to get cards from 20 many friends
over the water and 1 am afraid our card came rather late. e
kee. forfetting the time it takes to get over the water. 1t 1is
a long time since 1 wrote a letter but 1 have been fairly busy
at my office and school holidaye are s specialiy busy ti-e, 1t
was more difficnlt than ever with he Fducatlion Committee meetings
starting ag ain, the office to be run and John demanding every
minute of the time 1 could gzive him, Xy partner at the office
was awfully good :'nd carried the burden of the work herseif in
order tc leave me time for Johne Somedays he came here and set
reading till 1 was ready to go snd he was very pestient! 1t has
been very cold heres for about a month, sometires the air reminded
me ot Ottaws and John and Helen ( 1 skated too one day, have hed
some éood skating. Helen loves it, the only sport she likes,
The eold still continues and 1t makes one think of the nles warm
houses in Canada and the States, Henry sald this morning 1 sm
éoin; to heve s house with Central heating before 1 dies. 1 re-
plied, well the cold does not last long in Enizland, He ansvered
nor do 1 1 st loné, ‘hioh 30 nda as if he was depressed, He
is'nt, The more work he hast 04 o the more cheerful he beccmes,
One man oame¢ into the Bank the otherde ,he had not been in for
sometire, a*d sald to Henry, well all the people look much older
wince the wv*r but youl
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He has told e to go and buy cjlothes if 1w ant any dwring the
next two years,but so far 1 have not managed it, 1 have been

too ocoupled with work snd John, bt 1 suppose 1 had better go

to the fales though it 12 a nuisance, 1 hav bought in some

sorp and sbdme psper but 1 think it better for us to share all
glikes 1t 1= very easy to buy things you do not want in case
they come in usfefully and efterwards you feel sshemed and think
how silly it was, However 1t has had one iz00d eoffect, Henry has
replaced his seventeen year old winter coat with a new onel

1 have been trylng to get him to do this for yeears] 1 wonder

1f you c¢an reslise how irritating this blackout 1is. Yesterday 1
saw John off st Paddington at 4.45. "hd stationsa re so dark you
bump into people and it 1s so difficnlt to see AIf there is a seat
vacant or not,. All trains are very full and run less freq ntly
with the result that 1 had twenty five minutes to wait at Vietorla
for a traine Then 1 went in to the miserable tearoom in the
station and ordrred some tosst and tea. They gave me s round of
toast about an inch in thickness with a tesspoonful of butter on
1ts 1 could not see to read in the train and when 1 picked up nmy
car at Pur ey station where 1 had left 1t, 1 could not see through
the windscreen for froste This darkness i1s like living in a
perpetual fog and as trains are sll late~l think nothing of
welting twﬁnty minutes at the station for Henry, without any

heat 1n yo%r car and no lights inside, 1t gets a2 bit drearyil
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SEETRHRTMgS o he NationakAIves:-

¥e had a good Xmas,quite gulet and peaceful, and as we missed
having & nawspaper for two d ays we could be without news,

e never listen in to the wireless news. O"abriel got a week
end it was lovely to have him with us for half the time snd his
wife Pezyzle, 1 am also glad to report that a Yeneral came down
to inspest hia Corps and desided to send another Cor.s and not
his to France next month, Cabriel is soinr tob e sent to a
sooking ¢lass st Woolwich in about 2 fortnigiti “hat funny
things you have to learn in the army, Anyway es 1 have lived
with "education" all my married life 1 am in favour of this
business of slways learning something fresh even i1f 1t is s c¢ch
an important *hin: as sookingl The anxisty seems to be increasing
again gnd all one oan do 13 to be thankful for the gqulet time we
have had previously, “To keep off speculating what 1s going to
happen no:'ttk,wi\:o try to be shead in your inf rmatiocnsbout the
ramm,i g’mfony. 1t is 4iffionlt for young pecple like Jim
How ¢an you arrange about a wedding you hope to have in iareht
One girl 1 heard of the otherday,whose young man is in the

Army has had her wedding put off three ti-es, lt wss atranged
feg a few c;nya hende and now all leave 12 canseeled for the F,R.W,
ﬁﬁ\ o xam 1? sald to be in August and 1t mesns working hard every
nisnt to ' rendy but he 1s working hard at the Leather Contreol
Bosrd 4 riny- the dayand 1t gets tiring, However he 1s cheerful

end seee his young lady everyweckend, He does not like the idea
of her spending the next two months in London for fear of r aids.
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There 18 = great eraze for buying goods. Stockings go up in
price each week and some people are buying in as 1f it .ere
for a sileges 1f they dont have their things bombed 1 s.ppose
it 1s » sensible ting to dos 1 went into Barkers to buy scme
pyjamas for John, They had not his sige in stock though it 1ia
& very :sual school line and that particulsr line has been socld
by Barkers for years and years. 1 was told that the firm who
supplied them were cuttingz up the last plefe of cléth snd after
that there would be mo morel Stoe kings sre said todb e going
up 3/= a pair. 1 talked to a lady today vho lives at Hythe on
the Const. She says they hear gunfire continually and one
morning her husband came running upstsirs,he thought sh- had
fallen out of the bathes it was only gunfire, ! st make the
war feel real must 1t not? Here we have given up carrying gas
maska, My sister lives at Hull, All the children have b een
evacuated snd she sent her daughter aged six to a sister., The
slster cannot conveniently take her snymore so the chlld has
come home and the problem iz how toeducate her without school.s
the 18 getting a governess twice = week but it 1s not very satis
factory nor do they like her living nesr a port. S£She mey come
down to & sister living near icndon which does not scund very
much better. Jim was saying on 1y the other night, if we sudde nly
heard thoiwar had come to an end we should go nearly mad with
Joy and we should then realise what ~ strain 1t is to l¥e in

this continual uncertainty. Then we remmbert he Finns snd thi nk.
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how fortunsté+#e are. Helen got through her Matric exem with
seven credits which was pretty good,end one distinction. She
is now glad to think she ¢an give up Latine. ‘he will now pre-~
pare for Lady Margaret Hall snd try to get in in a year this
Epster, but it is not easy as the numbers at Oxford 1s so limited
-for women. She was very gay all the time she was sitting for
her exam and sald she throughly enjoyed herseif. Henry thought
she was enjoying herself too much and would faill He was quite
wrong for once and did not mind being in the wrong. John and
1 found it very difficult to part on Monday but 1 exyect he has
now settled down to work though he says he has a master who cannot
teach. Poor man as well as poor childrenl However he does nit
have the same master all the time. 1 shall be going up for a
weekend at the endof Feby.

Heddwy has a cold and has stayed awey f rom the office for
two days 80 1 must get back home,

Yours
Gladys
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HURST LODGE - HAYES LANE - KENLEY - SURREY

TELEPHONE: UPLANDS 4209

Feb ,11/40

Dear Miss Wise,

Here 1s another letter which some one
may like to read. 1 hope 1t does,not sound bad tempered.
1 am only trying to give you some ldea of thousht in
England. Fortunately we all have a wonderful flaith

in England and her cause.

Yours sincerely,

(lan ((ayg
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MR, pan; -

Hurst Lodge MRlHumﬂk//
Kenley Feb 11/40. MR. srewa

MR. Vs n‘r%_/. i

Dear Friends, , Th e e
&7 MISS T o

Loiii ol

R
S @

“e have had six weeks cold weather which reminded
me of Canada. Our houses are not bullt for the cold ande xcept
for the skaters people dld not enjoy it. The trains too got up
set and the valley for one or twod ays when we had snow, was 1lit
up 8l1l the time with flashes from the railways as if there was a
terrific storm going on. 1 had no heat in my bedroom even for
dressling end undressing and one morning there was ice on a glass
of milk in my bedroom. The plumbers were kept busy but we were
not seriously 1lnconvenienced over this though one day we had to
thaw the maln with an electric filre. The maln near Yabriel's house
was frozen outside in the road and 211 houses near him hed to fetch
every drop of water they needed.

“e are al’ watching the finns and aré amazed at thelr wonderful
resistance to the Russians but ¥unitions are needed and any delay
is serious. W¥We had hoped much fro m Americs for the ﬁinns but
a1l these diiseussions on how and what way to send them help seems
so trivial and so exasperating to the finns., The feeling here
towards America is changing for the worse. Yeople say that
America 1s not ready to facé the 1ssue straight. Peace proposals
to a maﬂ who regards promises and propagends as the samething &
is quite capable of speaking kind words of apparent sincerity to
“rgsident tocsvelt s representative with the ldea of keeplng

sl w0
America quieg. we have found by experience that Hitler's pro

mises are useless and merely s form of argument.
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The Neutrality Act has been such a disappointment. Amerlcan
ships no longer come to &ngland and therefore the tonnage for the
Allies 1s so much the more reduced. The other neutrals are told
to act like the United States and keep away-they do not do so

as 1t 1s mmcessary to keep ships moving,-but it encourages Hitler
to sink neutrals if there i1s no danger of a powerful “eutral like
the United “tates being offended sufficient to come in on the other
side. Can you imagin; whet 1f feeéls litke tobe living in a vul-
nerable small 1sland watching the Finns fighting and helping them
as far as we can at the moment, with an Army ~cross the teas, with
ships patrolling the “eas ceaselessly, and the Air Force watching
our shores daily and hourlgy, knowing that there is a friend y
powerful neighbour approving of all we are doing m applauding us
for all our sacrifices, watching us stralning our finance to the
utmost and yet feeling that somehow Right will triumph end anyhow
nothing can be done till after the Presidential Election? Fardom
if this sounds brutel and unfair. 1 know there are heaps of argu-
ments to be sald on the otherdide, 1 make all kinds myself in de-
fending America from my friends, but the feellng remains that we
are not blind to our extroadinary position as a bulwark with
France agalnst a poweful and ruthless enemy. Can you imsgine
what 1t feels like to see photosin the newspapers of Finnish towns
that have been bombed and hemr the reimrkt hat Germany 1is thinking
of a blg offensive in the Spring? That there 1s a residential
school Qn Germany where"good Nazis" are being taught how to govern

Englandgwhen she has" won the war". They are lectured to on the
|
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welsh and 1 believe are choosing the German adinistrator for
Wales. 1t may only be newspaper talk on the otherhand it 1is
like the Germans to plan ahead so thoroughly. However people
go on working just the same, you see men going about in kherki
in the streets and on trains everyone carries a torch at night
of course end one gets used to driving with very poor lights.
One friend of mine has a nephew mine sweeping and with a son
in bed in France st a place unknown in e small town where there
is no proper sanitstion and obviously no baths. He was better
they said but coming from a house with every luxury it is not
to be surprised at if his Mother is worried. When 1 s=id 1 was
sorry the “ather replied "Oh well we are not so bad as some.
"¢ have to put up with things'.

Gabriel's Unit 1s still training. He had a week's course
at Aldershot learning to cater for troops.

Henry is very well. He keeps very busy but always makes
out he has little to dol He went into London today Sunday which
was unusual and he gets his Sat mornings at home which 1 sm glad

of.
Yours sincerely,
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Dear friends, i .er

1 enclose a letter sent to a friend of mine from Finland.
1t seems out of date now. 1t is so very hard on Finland to have
fought so hard and then to have to give to Russia nearly all- 1if
not all- she asked for befare they began to fight. You will,by
the time you get this letter-ggig than 1 know now, but 1t looks as
fhe ©wedes had let the Finns down rather bsadly. 50,000 troops from
France and England are not much use to the Finns if they cannot g et
them through Sweden. 1t 1s a sad blow to the Allies. Everyone will
now begin to think about ralds in kngland and an offensive by land
by Germany. Holland and/%ﬁgggﬁr willalso wonder if their fate may
not be similar to the Finns. After the last scare,-or rather during
the last scare- that the Yermans would walk into Holland or Belgium
omrr people were told to be ready to recelve a large consignment of
refugees from these countries, and at a minute's notice. However

V4
there 1s no weakening in kEnglend. Everyone 1 meet always say well

we've got to stop Hitler somehow/;hatdver happens to us personallyy
tngland is quite unanimous with theexception of a few young people
who always pr=fer tobe different to everyone else andregard »t as
a religion that they should be different.

The Women's 1lnstitutes got out a survey of the opinions of their
members onithe ovacuation. 1 have had the opportunity ofreading
these repoits which were most interesting. Onereport sald that
the childrdn had never seen an epple pudding nor a baked one but as

soon as thdy had tasted 1t they had been delighted. Two girls had
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gained 56 lbs each since September! 1 hope they wont go on
dokng 1itl Another child when he looked at porridge for the
first time said " 1 thought porridge was food for bears not for
people’ Another,on seeing a rabbit burrow for the first time
said " Oh look, an airr esidshelter for the rabbits."
Some of the boys love the farm work and intend to come back and
work on the farms when they leave school. :erhaps that 1s the
way to "get the people back to the land"!

%e are hearing a good deal about Keynes's i1dea of compulsory
saving. 1t sounds very complicated for those who have to make
the deductions from wages, but it may be we shall have to try out
some such plan. Our present collosall taxation will not be suf-
ficimt. Already retired people in a small country village like
Epping are joining at houses to save expense. The shops are not
doing much bgsiness except at special sales,and the meat shops
are doing no business at all. This 1is the first week of rationing
of meat and everyone is saving their 1/10 worth of meat for the
weekend. Most people got a bit in 1 think last week and do not
wish to use the week's ration couporis until the end of the timse.
1 1ive on petrol the same way. At the end of the period 1 fill
up my tank and live onn that till the beginning of the next
period. Garages usually close at 6.p.m.now. 1t is not w05th,while
keeping open after that the sales are so poor and the ;ggt of

running a petrol pump is =imost megligible.
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Priges have not gone up much. Fetrol 1is up to 1/10 which is
very high. “ruit comes in freely from S,Africa and that is at
pre war prices. Vegetables are dear owing to the frosts and
we have no beans and peas like you have, at this t ime of t he year,
except at prohibitive prices. T rkeys can be bought at 1/4 per
1b which 1s very reasonable. 1 expect food stuffs are difficult
to get for the Turkey Producers and theyare selling them off
now rather than wiiting for a higher price in the Spring. ﬁentils
have gone up from 24 per 1b to &4.

Jim, our second boy, is getting married next week on “arch 31st.
He had hoped to go on working at the Leather Control Board uniill
his exam in August, and have six months married 1life, but it does
not seem as 1f the Army or the Yavy will let him. He has now to
go before another Board snd no one seems hopeful of his chances
of being allowed the six months. ‘e i1s therefore not gétting his
glat ready untll he knows theresult. He would of courdse have to
go into the ranks like everyone else. You have now to be 1in the
Army six months before you get a Commission and three months
in the WNavy. Some of you may say, "how do they stand 1t?"
All this anxiety, or is it they just dont know the risks England

is runhing? We know well enough. We are not blind.
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LEfTSR FROM A FINNIER UNIVZRSITY LECTURER TQ ®NGLISH FRIENDS.
Vasa, Finland.l1l,2.40.

~ You must forgive me for not writing to you before. It is not tha¢ I
have not often thought of you, but I have onlyhad a fer hours free eyary
day, and come home late in the evenings, Tver since your war brok= out
I have vanted to tell you how much I admired ¥ngland for her resolution
to put an end to Hitler's horrid progress. This war has been hanging in
the air for so long that it was almost a relief when it broke out. There
must be better times coming when the dictators zand thelr "ideals" are
crushed, as completely as they must be, One can only wish that the fight
will not be too long and hard, and that you and France will not have to
sacrifice too much, Oh, how prand if we could meet once in a "new-born"
Zurope! 1 wish you to tell your countrymen how much admiration your
young man galn by going out to fight for the ideals of frecdom and
democracy, though their own country is in no anparent danger. 1 cannot
help feeling that despite all the horrors and miseries of war, we are
living in great days. One has sort of a warm feecling inwarde all the time
over and over sagain witnessing greatnes® and the spnirit of sacrifice in
everybody - though of course the primitive rawneses and cruelty Russies has
exhibite? somztimes feels crushing.

The first sensation herz with us when we had to face the war with
herds of uncivilised, sullen, miscsrable creatures w~as a horror that so
much misery anéd terror could be exhibited in our days. One had got used
to a life of international rork for the progress of education and social
reforms in every countryj people were beginning to get outside the
narrow national borders, there was exchange of music, exchange of work-
results, exchange of students, teachers, and artists - it was so difficult
and depressing to realise that mlllions of Europeans were living in horroyp
starvation, and on a barbarously low intellectusl level, %e hear how
women and children (captives from Poland) were driven in front of the
Russian szoldiers to make mines explode, how the soldiers were forced
forwards, threatened with guns by their own cheka-agents, how Russians
stopded fighting when they came unron a Finnish fleld-kitchen, how greedily
they snatched at sweets that were given them in the prison - sucking at
them for hours - you knew lots and dts of details like these, giving
such a gloomy picture of the state of the human being in foviet.

In our country we have always realised that the state in Fovizt was
horrid, but we h=ve been too few to do any rescue work, or to make the
world see that it had to beware of the enemy of humanity and civilisation
- bolshevism, I am afraid in many countries there has been lgnorant )
admiration ‘¢f the new Russia, ignorant and not a little stunid. It i= a
good thing for the whole of civilisation that we2 now have been able to
show the world what Soviet Russia 1s - barbarism and misery and terror -
and that the “unconguerable army" is a complete fallure - no effective
capable orggnisation, no pa2rmanent leadnre, and inefficient wzapons, If
only the woprld would realise the truth now, and never more telieve in
Soviet Rusela - 1f only the world wouléd not forget again that barbarism
has been difclosed end found even militarily weak, that it 1s nothing to
dread or tolerate, that there is a duty to hold it back! Then our little
people woulfl have -had the great tazsk to open the eyes of the world and
would not hpve fought in vain, whatever its own fate might be.

rry to write such a long letter, but I feel I have to tell you
ut us - there is so much to write, still I must try to be
understand that it has been dcpressing to see the deeds of

an armyj the suffering in their own ranks, the marke of thelr
8 - still all this is kept in the background of one's mind,

y the great features one has witnessed in our own soldiers

he individuals in those democracies that have helped us,

he spirit of sacrifice and personal courage and warmness of
sed themselves clearar than now. I have in many different

see the spirit of the Swedish peonle for instance -~ poor

ers and industrial magnates heve given alikey everybody has
with money and clothes to the "Finlandsinsamlingen®™; the
worked on Sundays to be able to give thelr wages for that
idealists in great quantities have left homes and children to

brief, Wou
that barbar
bombing rai
Qutweighed
and in all
Never have
heart disc
ways come
veople, wo
contribute
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fight for us. Of course our fight 1g their fighty 1if we cannot stop
the invseion it will not be stopped &t Sweden's borders, 1t will surge
in over the whole of Scandinavia and finally beecome the end of all
Bupopesn civilisation., Sti1ll, our existence 1s threstened, it 1s
natural that we should fight to the last, the Ecandinavian volunteers
leave a 1life of peace to join us. FEwvery day one gets new examples of
how grandly people in Scandinavia want to help us, If the military

help has not yet been great and open, 4t may have its causes, and
nerhans a "neutral® Scandinavia will be able to help us more efficlently
than 8 Scandinasvia at war. %We knov so little of the help that 1s coming
from outgilde, still I have a feeling that your countiey is doing her
share. lt is worrying to have to ask for help, but we are such a small
ssoplel I feel we manage grandlyy the renorts from the frontiers ere
fine, the soldiers are calm and strong and energatic, one of them was
heard to say "The Pussians might get me, but Finland they'll never get",
and that 1s how they all feel and we too here behind the frontier. The
ralds over civil towns and villagzes will not have any effects. Ftillone
understands they might be more disastrous with the summer, I need not
declare »hy - £0 before then we must have more aeroplanes and alr-raids-
precaution: machinery; wa hope to get it - the other democracies whom -
we finally are fighting for will help us!

1f you want to know how it feels being bombed - it ig & thing one
gats used to. The children have soon I hope found their way to ssafer
dgpdic homes, the 0ld and weak are in the countrrside, and the working
part of us gets more or legs establiched in cellars. So far I belong
to the haopy ones who have not lost anyone dear, but one never knows
when a great sorrow in that form crmes., ©Cne is prepared for evervthing,
even for horrors, pcrhaps yet in store,

A few weeks zgo Vasa was very severely bombed, the srell of smoke
still sometimes lingers in the air. This town 1s guite 3 small one, so
1t meant rather much that about 300 families 8ll of a sudden found
themselves homeless. Thank Cod all who zs¥ed for help could get money
and clothes from a "Finland-funds" (Scandinavian, mostly Swedish) - it
was such & rellef to be able to help immediately. I am st an ald-bureau,
dealing with these things. %#e lost our home that day too, but are
happy to ba alive all three - for tha nresent. Here again we were able
to notice how efficient the materlial help from {weden 1s3 father lost
all hls surgical instruments but only a few days later some instruments
were sent from Sweden by air and so he can e¢osntinue his work., Mother 1s
gafely in the countryside now, she zot rather a shock sitting in the
cellar while smoke and hot alr from the burning building overhe=zd
streamed in.

This 12 a very naive and dlsconnected lettsr., I hope you will get
some 1dea| about how we are feeling now, I have never been a chauvinilst,
but now 1/ cannot help feeling very proud of our brave and extremely sble
soldiers.| 1 supncse it iz thelr calmness and sbsolute belief in the
hizhness pf thelr cause, combined with ability in out-of-door life,
farmers afp they mostly are, that makes them fight so extremely ably.

Love.
greta,

P,=, Thapk you so much for the card, written one day after the bomb
pn our home.,
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County Hall £

Kingaton May 13/40 ;_;;/
Teap Friends, . AR
v 1t seems years since we heard-on Pridaye the news

of the latest bshaviour o th- Germans.lt still seenz incr-didle
to uS, Y%e se®r to loses coulit of thse number of fresh nationniities
being treated in this dbarbarous way. ¥e zot our hopes up about
Horway and then dashad to the ground oncd mors. At the monment we
se=n Yerribly ineffective :nd the neustrals sc fearful that they

do nothing towards co-operating with us till dieaster 1o upon thenm,
1f we hed taken Churshill's warning some years ago things might Qave
bren different. Xany of uz have felt for a long time Chamberlaein
mizt go and then the Debate in the lguse«followed by everyone most
intenaely~we woks ths next morning to find we had a new Prime Hin-
ister and the Germens had walked into Ho land and Pelglum, Ve
knew the Rlsel, we had salled on it twe years ago« and to hear of
the bombing of Amsterdan and Jotterdam places vhere vwe had tied up
our yacht in their friendly yachtling hardbours-sneemed a desecration.
1 hed to go off to my office at onoes to aasist in carryin: out the
huah hush scheme whieh had been prepsred aince Xovember, for ths
housing ofr efugees if these Low Countries were invaded., Fome
refi:gees have arrived bhut not in any large numbers, 1n my area

the Surrey County Counsil have taken the dog racing stad®unm at
%lmbledon to receive ther sfugees coming into the Ketropolitan area
of Lyrrey,whieh may nusber 10,000, Theya reto come at therate of
1,000 a day anxd the trains wiil dringz then to thias stadium from the
Ports. 1t may take three weeks work and we have » wonderful bot

of our fomen's Voluntary tervice people ziving all their time and
ladour for nothinz, to deal with this horde of people. Each re-
fugee wi'l have tc bs medicnlly examined, cards mede gut for ¢t heir
assignment to the particulsyr leeal authority which will house them,
give them ration cards and al! the wsual paraphernalie which is
bound te be performed. The Authorities will slao hrve to lcok out
for sples. To ¥Wimdledon will then come charadancs each with one
or two lnterpreters, sent by the Loesl Auhority(l5 of them) in
this partioular ares and with a féw of our V,Vol, Service people

to shepherd them baok to their town and to aettle them in when they
arrive. Empty houses sre belng taken, bedding colleoted dy our

% VeSepeople fram householders snd Committees formed to do all

they can for our "muests", The . efugeea will be ziven tlckets
xhich they oan use st the local ships to huy what they need to
feor! themselves and theys re empected to cook for themselves.

This 1s only one bit of Englsnd and the samething 1s heppening all
over the n-etral & ress where the swacuated children are not}

The %+Veieals0o have to deal with fresh nusbers ofevacuated children
which sre expected from the to:ns asz soon as Wombing apiears te

be imminent. 7These children will mostly be dilletted. Our butter
and sugar will probadly have to b surteiled with rll these extra
people but we are getting used to margerine and only hope that
will izo ons {0 far we have fed Very well, Dut 4ith Uormmnzgptting
all the Danish snd now Dutch egzs we used to get it 1s not @ ing
tob e 2o aaq.
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of couras the&kgay only be cuming over here to he bombed. ‘e
feel now that there is no hope of Amerisa helping ue,the help would
only come too late. 1t may be after all that imeriea has to t ckex
the job on «that would only be 1f we were docfeated-hut we hope that
will not Bees 1 have not done anything about moving Helen sgalin es
one ocannot tell wherse is safe now unless 1 sent her to the States,
Te live beiween two serodromes so 1t does net asound very safe but
who oan tell? Anyhow 1 hove,once more,got out ochairs in the dug out
& tin box contmining food and r kettle and meth.stove to maire tea,
Splintered zless 1s the danger so it might be wiger to go into the
dug out and a3 the weatber is warz 1 may be adble to persusde Senry
to get out of bed} Gabtriel is in e workshop of the Armsy lervice
Corss near %oolwleh locking after the repelr of range finder for zuns
and Jim 123til) with the “sather Control Bosxrd for s few months at
anyrate, Life 1i: very unreal todsy. 1 let nelen g0 to Uxford on tunday
to hear the dagh cheolr Mt 1 spett all tsturday here at the ofice
and Whit Nondry tooe “undsy School teachin - sas usual on Sunday Mo
nings One of the boys {zgzed 18 ) hed just lost ¢ friend flying,
Junday School lessons are pretty real today 1 essure you. 1 love
teaching thise young psople-theysre sc keen and so freshe and 1
want to help them to fasge g%;&hlng. Thpz love it too nd never mies
1f they can posaibly avold 1%, Felen is in the class toos |
Late adhesdays The newsz af the surr-ndsr of Holland, Alas, ,
Tow eould they hold out agsinst an aymy d ezgending f rom the skies in
sush mmmbera? 1 hsad ssked if 1 could mest the Do Jung echildren,
{De Jumg 1s at the Nethorlends 3Benk) if the parents decided to s end
them over, 1 got o letter back on May 14th saying howgrateful they
wers for my offer but ssid they were not :oing to 4o so st the moment
but would communicate throuzh thz Brrk of in land 1f they decidrd to
4o so. That was the dsy the aftor the Yeymens walked into HEoll:nd,
The telephone wires were out of order from Hollsnd adbout Sundey 1
belleve. Teople lock atrained But no one 18 excited. We juet keep
on listening for news on the wireless. Henry leoks very grave.
Yy Cesman rsfugee cook oried nearly =11 yesterday. or iHothar 12 a
refugee in Folland with her sfister husbend and ehild, living near
Rotterdam, Htrangely enough she looks better today now the “ermans
heve walked in, 1 suppose she war afraid of them being killed but 1
should imespgine 1t migzht bhe worse now they have walked in completely.
Hows yar we Xesp on. deal times are quite gay though now Hollend has
gone we darin to wonder where the bombs will fall next,

Yours sincerely,

(lahr C‘M('
We RBuas v cam 7\'\1"1‘/-% o odom wa texw\fawl.l, CPG»\,
\KQW W bahadt v e e R’ ovd G
et Whipafoy - T Jréop ) (e b S Toos lecnd
inAX% 6hAéNwLﬂama4 o lwss e [d T i el arC
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Desr Fiitmnds,

‘One of my last typed letters to Prhﬂ@oton was r eturned
bs the Censor saying 1 must delete what 1 had seid about Alr Ralds.
Bit silly 1 thought &t when your journalists ane given a pretty free
hand here to say what they like. 1 should think you are tired of
hearing "cye witness" reports of London's Air reids end the wonderful
London pecples They are wonderful but Americsns would be just the same
under the circums bances . “The people who talk spout riids all the time
are c2lled "bomd bores? 1 truat this letter wont be like that. 1t is
difficult not to telk about them as it is so much around us snd we see
so few people and héar so 1ittle about other matters. Maturally you want
to know whether your friends have their houses intact not to sey snything
about themselves,' PFPeople are finding outside shelters too cold and damp
and prefer to take further risk and be warm} Most people therefore are
sleeping on the grounds floor,with s door or window eany toget out of,
with = full complement of clothos and coata'hpar at hand ready to dash
oul” 1f necessary. People "not so young" £ind that it 1s wise to have
any supplementarias used during ‘the dsytime, neer at hend alsoe One
of Henry's friends forgot this, escesped in his night attire snd said
he felt the loss of his teeth more than his household possessions}
You get used to dol g without ordinary conventicnalities about slooping.
Helen -sleeps in the Sursery with Henry snd me at weekends and while 1
‘was away Peggle slep with “enry in the Eursery.;J ‘e sleep pretty well.
1 .¢can asleep- thrﬂugh qnite a ppod Bit of gunfire now. Gabriel has been
“Iooking after: some' new guns falrly near us-they 5ave gono now«xx when
the gunfire was pprtieulnrly loud vwe sald "Gabriel's grs"and felt most
secure. Are'nt we rediculous? He comes. here onanight s veek to see Peggic.
%eare thrown in asg en extral Perhsps that 1s hendly falr to him as he 1s
2 devoted son, but we are quite zlad to be inclyded in this extra.
%e Beve been ioaking for a house rather less nolsy than here but have
not been able to buy one. They all get snepped upe 1 should hate to leave
here for good and 1 sm so sorry for the lsndlord as his income would be
so seriously dinminiched. ;owever for the duration 1t would he good to
have :ccmevhere where the childrua could go walks undisturbed and for
Henry to have quiet weekends. Miss Orier has bought a house at a smell
villege called Kings Sutton near Banbury and has very kindly offered us
mostof 1t. She widl keep & sittingroom bscroom for holH ays snd join us
for meals. [fhim i1s a great thins for us to be @ble to o to and 1 think
we shall move. mmut of our furniture in about : monfh. 1 & not 1lke
leavinz Henry here slone with & maid but 4{f 1 can “elp him by making
a comfortable home for him at weekends 1t 1s my business to do s0e
He 1= rnxious to get me away as 1 have not quise recovered.
Ye get qite hised to having fishting overhead ~nd to hear.bombs, but
1t 8oces cramp your walks when the sysens go 8o often. 1 do not iike
the children| to go far unle8s 1t is nepcessary snd there 1s always the
possibility lof their finding time bombs in the‘ngugh gress,
Helen 13 a. tpsrder st school,to save the journe ,and comes home at week

ends and Jem is still on hbliday in Devon with ingela, He jJoins the
Royrl A@tii ery Signalling Corps on LR 14th. 1ts hsrd on the young
todey and 1Y is going to be very hardon Jim and Angela to be separsted.

1 hope he 19 not sent abroad, However 1 am fortuncte that neinhor of
the boys areg in the K,:i,F, ‘
) Yours Yladys Clay

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Reproduced from the Unclassified / Declassified Holdings of the National Archives

Digitized for FRASER

Nuffield College
17 Banbury Road, Oxford, Eng.

My deer Win:

I wonder whether you would care to invite F.R.Hicks (end his wife)
to visit the Institute. He seiled = weck ego end will be in N, Awmerica
t111 Christmas, He is visiting Haerverd, New York, Washington end
Chicago, where he has friends; but he seems to know no one in Princeton
(though Viner is a friend of his). He ought t. meet you and Walter,
but he is not the kindof person who forces his way in anywhere without
an invitgtion. Is there not some perty in September he could come to? or
18 that a tiud he should eboid?

I have got to know him properly only recently - since he came to
Oxford asa resea~ch fellow of this institution. I have now a great
respect and some effection for him; I also like his wife who has quentities
of drive and practical efficiency which he lacks and many people usually
resent in & women., I asked the Rockefellier Poundetion to eck him over
because they hed never visited imerice end I thought he would gain a
gpest deal from a break between Manchester mnd Oxford. He hes & besutiful
mind and, though a very orthodoxz economist , & wide range of interests. Neu
cen get et him cere of Joe Willits.

I thought I might be over myself next month on an invitation Joe
Villits made for me; but I hed to get back here too soon for myprospective
hosts, and the date is now fixed for Jan. 10th or 12th in the New Yeser. I
shell descend upon the Institute with or without en invitation.

Meske sme et thet September party that you see my friend Michael Polenyi,
the Professor of Physical Chemistry &t Manchester who seems to me to be
the one good politicel philosopher we have. And meke Welter see himj I have
told him I am writing.

I hope youare ell flourishing. Whet has hasppened tc those boys of
yours? My two eldest are back et work out of the Army and the ____  1left
school for the Nevy last sumuer. friend Helen has just finished & two yeers
nyrses training at Derlington Hsll in Devon and goes to & skhool near Oxford
to teach next month. Hicks will tell you about me. The chief chenge in the
last yeer is that by securing Hicks . @11 Lovedey es fellows
Nuffield becomes a real entity for the first time,

But I cen't think sbout all that sort of thing. I em on the liorfolk
‘Broed  with Helen end John, and it is only & wet dey that has made me write
this letter before I get home, It is my second holidezy, since I heve already
hed a fortnight sailing ##f on the west cosezt of Scotland with Alen inderson
whom you probably met with Arthur Guinness. I thought I wes going to miss it
because I hed been asked toadvise the Ministry of Fuel in prepering their
case before the Tribunal which was setting the compensation for the

nationslizedicosl mines: however my evi dence weas celled two deys before
I wes due to go off. Tt was en interesting job; nearly all the erguments
on both sides were bed, end Tribunel's questions in sccordanee since
it b8 kind of economies which lewyers ere prone to; but I feel
the answer wes about right. Coal is & bed business; faacy a Labor Minister
thenking the E.W.Reilwey - in Parlisment - for converting their locomotives
to oil fuel !

Well, I wish I could seeyou. One reason I left the Benk was thet I
wented mcre freedom t: move sbout, and I heve found I have less. You must
come over here,

|
Henry Clay
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© September 17, 1946

Dear Henryt

It vas wonderful so hear from you. Your lettey came.
vhile Dorothy and I were. up at Oape God., I wae not, howvever,
sailing. 7The weather at the Cape this suxmer was rasher humid,
to say the lesss, and we vere oonteafed to stay in She house,

f have just written Ricks. Sentember s vregtieally in-
vossible as 2 $ime for a visit, with the peomlo he ought to
- see and ousht o see him eimmly not around, Accordingly I
.al trying to arrange for a 4ate somevhat later in the year,

I kave kent im a sort of penote gsouch with your sctivi-
ties through lLoveday and others. It sounds as though Buffield
is getting orgenised. . Hetherington, when he was here the
other dey, renorted glowingly om your Nuffield conferences.

I Judge you are getiing the techniques under thorough coatreol,

‘I have been scattering my interests more than I would
1ike, tut I sumpose that is isevitadle. During the last
year I spent considerable time snd effort getting studles
organized en e00ia) and econoni® aspeocts of stomio energy.
We are getting to thelace whers we may have a fev decent
reports. X have also been devotiag counsiderable $ime and
sffors 10 our comron interess: world economisc policy. Thie
suminer T have been sleving writing a repors on American
Toreign Econonmic Policy for the Twemtieth Century Fund. I8
is finished at last = at least I hove &4 is finished, the
other memders of the Commiesion have still to give it their
final okeay. If they 4o, it ought to de issued very shortly,
I douds vhether it will moot your approval (judginz from
your Yo Affairs article) bus I think 1t vill have you'

aympa

You oan't imagine the thrn‘.t of gemiu' piomré that wea$
through your frieade in Princeton with the word of your Kaight~
hood, Yo au dask in reflocted glory. '

As cvey,

Sir Hemxy Clay
 Nuffield College
Oxford, Ragland
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Sir Henry Clay died July 29, 195} in hospital in Middleburg,

in Holland, where he was on a holiday, after a road accident.
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