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LOUIS BAMBERGER

Dear Dr. Riefler: MRS, FELIX FOLD
After you have had a chance to reflect upon our talk at luncheon
the other day, I wonder if it would be possible for you to come to Princeton at some
convenient time and let me know how the matter then lies in your mind., I have of
course no authority as yet to offer an appointment. The most that I can do is to
make a recommendation to the Board, I realize that the process through which I
am going resembles in a good many ways a courtship, the two parties to which feel
their way before undertaking a final commitment. Cnly this business of recruit-
ing a faculty involves more complete understanding between the two parties in
interest since there are no divorce courts which may unde alliances that turn
out to be misfits! I am therefore most anxious that you and I should completely
understand one another. I can promise you, however, that even if you are favorable
to the idea, I shall not menticn it to the Board uvnless I assure myself in advance
that they will apnrove anything that you and I may come to agree upon.
I am likely to be here almost continuously. If Saturday is a
less hectic day with you than a week-day, perhaps you could come to Princeton some
Saturday afternoon, spend the night, and get back to Washington at a comfortadble
hour on the following Sunday afternoon or evening.

With all good wishes Lo you and your wife,

I’ i
M’Da} 775:/4";( “)""—H- (“A‘ Ever sincerely,
P+ 1) KK 4 S «1/4-’%&44“ w‘/é"( b vy
Winfield W. Riefler I h\ ﬂtx’\ﬂa/zuﬁAth. Qf(JL4¢k~ﬂ~/')
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4 Malvern Avenue, Cherrydale, Va.
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THE INSIITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930)
OFFICE
20 NASSAU STREET
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

CABLE ADDRESS ! VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

December 17, 1934

Dear Dr. Riefler:

all wing dov C»J-‘l.;LIl:A < S“& ’
I am coming down to Washington Thursd

arriving there cometime in the early afterncon. I

shall be in Washington Thursday and Friday.

I have nal another tallr with Walter

-

Btewart, and I now have a provosition which I should

T
We

like to lay before you. could meet at tea

other hou

o
Chrm e,

afternoon or at lunch on Friday or at

that sults your convenience. Would you wire me at

21

this address, so that I wmay meake my appointments ac-

©
o

cordingly?
With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

.
hursday

TRUSTEES
FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDCAR 8. BAMBERGER
ALEX1S CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
FELTX FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY §. STRAUS
OSWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H. WEED

LIFE TRUSTEES
LOUI3 BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

bloh . e~

Dr, Winfield W. Riefler
Room 7219, Commerce Building
Washington, 2.C,
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January J, 193%

Dear Dr* Flexner:

My resignation has at last been accepted
to take effect when ray successor has been ap-
pointed and qualified, | am naturally pushing
to get this appointment made as soon as pos-

* sible*

Under the circumstances, 1 feel it would
be best for the Institute to go ahead with ry
appointment next Monday, to take effect as soon
as | aa released from ray duties here*

I am looking forward to this release and
our subsequent venture with greater eagerness
every day* | will let you know just as soon
as | am coiapletely free*

Very truly yours,

Dr* Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
20 Hassau Street

Princeton, New Jersey
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January 11, 1935

Dear Hr. 5lexner:

I have cleared the matter with the Presi-
dent and it will be perfectly proper for you
to make the announcement of my appointment on
Monday*

1 am still pushing for ray successor to
be appointed* 1 think the announcement may
serve to hasten the day* X am anxious to get
past the strain of waiting during these last
days as quickly as possible*

Tour solicitude for our comfort touches
me deeply* It is a long time since | have en-
joyed a relationship as sensitive as that* |
know that we shall be happy*

Very truly yours.

Dr* Abraham Flexner
Institute for Advanced Study
20 Hassan Street

Princeton, Hew Jersey
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Dear Dr. Riefler:

TRUSTEES
FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR §. BAMBERGER
ALEX1S CARREL
ABRAMIAM FLEXNER
FEL1X FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
JOHN R, HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTION
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY 8. STRAUS
0SWALD VEBLEN

LEWIS H. WEED

LIFE TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

I found your letter of the llth waiting for me when I returned

from Florida after a ten day rest in the sun, which did me a world of good.

The Board met yesterday and approved your appointment.

morning I wired you as follows:

"Board of Trustees ratified with great enthusiasm
your appointment yesterday on basis upon which we had

agreed Letter follows"

This

In all probability the first announcement regarding the School

of Economics and Politics will be made tomorrow.

Some time after your successor is appointed, when you and your

wife would like a week-end in Princeton, taking your ease and perhaps meking

a preliminary survey, Yrs. Flexner and I would be delighted to have you as

our guests,

I hope that once you are free from the terrific pressure under

which you have been working you will sit back and, as Walt Whitmen says,

{ it
"1oaf and enjoy your soul.

With all good wishes and great satisfaction that things have

turned out as they have, I am

Sincerely yours,
Dr. Winfield Riefler

Room 7219, Commerce Building
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br. Riefler danuary 15, 1835 -

« Since dictabing the abovs 1 have hod loncheon with the leading

professors in the field of economiss hers in ordey that they mirhd know from

me the steps we have talken hefore seelag it in the unswspapers bomorrow. 1T
told them that I hopsd that we should havs in the nesr fubure a duildine some-

thing analapous "o Fine Hall, provided with studies and proper facilitiss lor
reall, advanced workers and for recearch, acoumulating s specialized library
as we went on. They asied me Lo say to you and to Barle and Miteany that they
are delighted with the prospect of developing here at Princeton a center for
disinterested higher thinking and research in the field of esconomias and
politics.

Subsequently I had a talk with Lisenhart, Dean of the Graduabe School,

*

who has been helplul and cenerous beyond words from bthe very begiming of ihe

Institube, and who is indeed largely responsible for the coldperation wiish has
the

bheen so effsctive betwee¥/%rlnc ton and the Institube mathematicians. Bisenheri
dwelt upon a problem with which I am quite familisr from my work in mediecal

education, namely, that the men who work in fields so near to industry and

jobs from the pursuilb of real thinking,

[

banking may be diveried by practieal

I told him that T thourht it wos our purpose to vrovide againct this danger -

@

and I hopal that Prinecebton could work itself into the same position = by providing

opportunities for persons on the sta’f of the School of Economiecs to do such

work elsewhere as is really essential to them; to provide them with comfortable

salaries sud the assurance of a rebiring allowsnce which would take ecars, in

comfort and dignity, of both themselves and their ehildren. WFisenhart clted

Y 'y K )

some gquite demoralizing examples in othar institutions, with whieh you are

'Y

doubtless familiar, and is hopeful that the ideals of the Insbibute may react

favorably both upon Frincebon and other institubions throughout the ecounbrye
ve con cortninly do no more important service. u. A~
A
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Dear Dr. Riefler:

THE

INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED sTUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS, FELIX FULD, 1930)

OFFICE

20 NASSAU STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

CABLE ADDRESS: VANSTITUTE PRINCEION NEW JERSEY

January 21, 1935

TRUSTEES
FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR §. BAMBERGER
ALEX1S CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
FELIX FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN'WALD
JOHN R, HARDIN
ALANSON B, HOUGHTON
SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R, SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY §. STRAUS
OSWALD VEBLEN

LEWIS H. WEED

LIFE TRUSTEES
LOUI§ BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

Thank you for sending me a copy of your letier of the nineteenth %o

Mr. Frankfurter.

There is not the faintest possibility that your status or standing

will be in any wise reconsidered except, as I hope, to your ultimate advantage.

Frankfurter has simply had a brain-storm, not, I regret to say, the first,

but the last.

Professor Veblen, who was present at the meeting and to whom HKe also

R " v
wrote, has come to see me and has described Frankfurter's conduct as outrageous,

This morning I have a letter from one of the members of the Board, from which I

quote the following!

"I was surprised that Frankfurter should have displayed such

bad taste at the last meeting. There is no question but that he was

absolutely wrong in his contention.®

I hope that you will dismiss the matter from your mind and under no

circumstances permit Frankfurter to inveigle you into a correspondence.

I feel

ashamed that any such incident should have marred the beginning of your connection

with the Institute,

It is the only thing of the kind thal has ever happened and

has shocked everyone who witnessed it as much as it disturbed you, but you need not

fear its recurrence.

With all good wishes and warm regards,

Dr, Winfield W. Riefler

Office of the Economic Adviser

Very sincerely yours,

Room 7219, Commerce Building

Washinston. D. C.
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Jamary 22, 1935

Dear Dr. Flexner:

I am enclosing copies of subsequent cor-
respondence with lMr, Frankfurter. It seems
to me that this buries the whole incident and
that so far as 1 am concerned we can forget
it.

Yery traly yours,

(Sgd) Winfield W. Riefler

Dr. Abraham Flexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
20 Kassau Street

Princeton, New Jersey
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Jamusry 22, 1935

ar Mre Fronikfurter:

It iz oy turn to thanic you for your cordial
note of Jaruary 21. It dispels uny s rehan~
sions that I felt. 1 am ssuoer for an opportunity
to talkx over .lans for thie new School with you.

Yery sincerely yours,

rraofessor ¥elix Franm:furter
iaw Tolhool

Harvard {nivorsity
Cawbridpge, assachusetis



Latw School of Warbard Unibersity,
Cambridge, Mass.

January 21, 1835.

My dear Riefler:

Thank you for your letter of the nineteenth.

Ky letter meant to imply no more than it actually
said. There is no guestion whatever as to your "status)
nor the eagerness with which I, in common with the rest of
the Board, voted for your election. The views I expressed
in my letter were solely my own, and were conveyed to you,
as I stated in my letter, because I thought that candor as
to a matter effecting you was called for between you and
me.

With all good wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

72/’;( ?@7 chle,

Dr. Winfield W. Riefler
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED sTUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1030)

OFFICE
20 NASSAU STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

CABLE ADDRESS : VANSIITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

January 19, 1935

Dear Dr. Riefler:

TRUSTEES
FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR 8. BAMBERGER
ALEX1S CARREYL

© ABRAHAM FLEXNER

FELIX FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTION
BAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W, STEWART
PERCY 8. STRAUS

08 WALD VEBLEN

LEWIS H. WEED

LIFE TRUSIEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MR3. FELIX FULD

I received this morning a copy of a note which Professor Franizfurter

wrote you. Unfortunately Professor Frankfurter, waile expressing his own views,

does not tell the whole truth.

The Board was practically a unit against him,

In the School of Mathematics there are salary differences at every stage from

the assistants up to the very top.

semi-confidential nature of a Board meeting.

to be in the slightest degree disturbed.

Thig is not the first time that Frankifurter has viclated the

I hope you will not permit yourself

Your associates are perfectly hanny,

and I am enclosing you a copy of a letter which I received yesterday from the

Princeton social science group.

We look forward to a visit from you and your wife in the

near future and beyond that to a happy and scholarly association for many years

to come,

Dr. Winfield Riefler

With all good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Office of the Economic Adviser
Room 7219, Commerce Building
Washington, D, C. ;

AF:ESB
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
Princeton New Jersey

Department of Economics and Social Institutions

Jenvary 16, 1535

Dr. Abrsaham Flexner, Director
The Institute for Advanced Study
Princeton, N. Je.
Dear Dr. Flexner:

The senior members of the Department of Economics and Social
Ingtitutions of Princeton University wish to express to you, and through
you to the Trustees of The Institute for Advanced Study, their appreciation
of your decision to establish in Prinoeton the School of Economies and
Politics, announcement of which appears this morming in the press. That the
present memorandum is informal rather than official does not at all indicate
that as a departmental group we are lacking in appreciation of the importance
to Princeton University of this new development. Rather, we feel that our
informality in this memorandum is quite in accord with the informality of
intercourse which, in the interest of sound scholarship of the highest order,
it is hoped will develop between members of the new School of Economics and
Politics and members of the appropriate departments of Princeton University.
Lt hardly needs to be said that the presence of the School of Economics and
Politics of the Institute for Advanced Study should have a stimulating effect

upon the scholarly work of our own staff, and we hope that we shall be able

to contribute in some measure toward the attainment of the ideals of the new

projecte.
Sincerely yours,
(Signed) (Signed)
E. W. KEMMERER DAVID A. McCABE
FRANK D. GRAHAM FRANK HAIGH DIXON
JAMES G. SMITH STANLEY E. HOWARD
C. R. WHITTLESEY J. DOUGLAS BROWN
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Jamary 19 ]95

Dear Dr. Jlexner:

/Enclosed 1a & copy of ror response to Mr.
Frankfurter. It has been greatly roodified
from what 1 had in mind by our telephone con-
versation. | still have difficulty in under-
standing the occasion for the episode.

Sincerely yours.

Or. Hexner, Director
Institute for Advanced Study
20 Nassau Street

Princeton, Hew Jersey
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Jamary 19, 1935

Dear iy. Franifurter:

Your letter of Jamary 16 has disturbed
me greatly though I respsct the frunkness which
impelled you to write. If thare is any ques~
tion of my status or standing 1 would prefer
the 3oard to reconsider the whole matter us
guickly as posmsidls.

Thank you for your good sishes. I know
that we have an unparalleled opportunity in
the new Sohool. I am still so tisd exotionally
to publlic service that 1 am not yet im a position
to be antirely odjective about the situation.

VYory truly yours,

Mr. ¥elix Frankfurtesr
Laz School

Harvord University
Cambridge, Hassaghusetts
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. o School of Warbarh Enibersity,
Cambrivge, Mass.

January 16, 1935,

My dear Riefler:

Ever since I have been on this faculty, for now a little over
twenty years, it has been my practice to tell acquaintances whese names
have come up for our consideration directly what doubts or difficulties
I may havéhﬁéiﬁto raise in faculty meeting. This avoids misunderstanding
through the dangers of misreport, however innocent through indirsct trans-
mission. That practice of candor seems to me equally appropriate for you
and me in the case of the Imgtitute of Advanced Study.

Therefore, I should like you to know that I welcomed your ac-
cession to the Institute and wvoted for it with pleasure and hope. But I
voted against the stipend proposed by Dr. Flexner, not because it was too
high, but because it was higher than that given to your colleagues in the
School of Politiecs and Fconomies. For I deem inequality of treatment
among men of substantially similar age end scholarly distinction as in-
imical to the aims of a society of scholars. This is not the occasion
to argue the matter, I simply wanted you to know precisely what my at-

titude was towards your coming to the Institute and to the conditions of

—~—

your coming.

If you have to leave government —- I cannot conceal my regret
that you ar: doing so, in view of my great interest in a permanent civil
service —— I am at least happy that you are giving yourself to scholar-
ship.

With all good wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

Digitized for FRASER . .
hitp://fraser.stioviParorfinfield W. Riefler
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February 14, 1935

Dear Ir. Flexner:

The severance of my official connsctions bere
has finelly been iroged et wpd oy resignation
has been zccepted c8 cf February 15, 1935. I
would appreciate it if ny accession to the staff
of tie Institute for Advanced Study is made as
of the same date.

78 have had some further inkling of the Howard
situation from the newspapers. You kmow you have
our sympathies.

Yincerely yours,

Dr. Abraham ¥lexner, ! irector
Institute for advanced Study
20 Hassau Street

rrinceton, lew Jersey
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NSONJ 5. HOUGHTON

Chairman

nbrezr TH, MAASS

\ . Vice-Chairman

WALTER W. STEWART
Vice-Chairman

5AM UEL D. LEIDESDORF
Treasurer

IRA A. SCHUR
Assistant Treasurer

FRANK AYDELOTTE
Secretary

ESTHER §. BAILEY
Assistant Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

Dear Dr. Riefler:

I have your kind note of February l<4.

fix the date of your accession to the staff of

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(FOUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1030)
OFFICE
20 NASSAU STREET
PRINCEION, NEW JERSEY

CABLE ADDRESS : VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

February 15, 1935

TRUSTEES
FRANK AYDELOTTE
EDGAR S. BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
FELIX FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
JOHN R, HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
8AMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
FLORENCE R, SABIN
WALTER W, STEWART
PERCY 8. STRAUS
OSWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H. WEED

LIFE TRUSTIEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

With your permission we will

the Institute at February 1, 1935.

You will receive your first salary check towards the end of the month less 5%
that you will pay to the Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America
towards your retiring allowance, the Institute paying an equal sum in addition
tnereto. I om sending you the papers which are to be filled out and returned to
us.

I feel the greatest satisfaction not only in your joining the Institute
formally but in your release from the heavy burdens which you have been carrying
for some years vast. I hope that you can learn how to relax and let your mind
lie fallow. You are just at the age when freedom from responsibiliiy will mea
most to your future development.

When the weather improves, we look forward to having you and your wife
come to Princeton for a week-end, but for the moment everything is so messy that
it would be no fun.

Thenk you for your reference to the Howard situation. There have been
very unpleasant versonal questions in the Board from the outset. I managed to

get rid of some of them and to softpedal others, but in consequence of a slip

Digitized for FRASER
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Dr. Riefler Febrvuary 15, 1935

the torrents were unleoosed at the meetine last Friday, ond I felt that the
thing was costing me more than it was worth.

Plence give my greetings to vour wife, and believe we, witl all good
wishes,

Sincerely rvour friend,

Dr. Windield W. Riefler AL4FV4/¢~°*-~ S
Room 7219, Cormerce Building
Wasnington, D. C.

AR
H

oy}
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ALANSUN B, HQUGHTON
Chairman

HERBERT H., MAASS
Vice-Chairman
N
WALTER W. STEWART
Fice-Chairman
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF

Treasurer

IRA A. SCHUR
Assistant Treasurer

ESTHER 5. BAILEY
Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Instttute

Dear Win:

- / Ay

THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY

(POUNDED BY LOUIS BAMBERGER AND MRS. FELIX FULD, 1930)

OFFICE

20 NASSAU STREET

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

CABLE ADDRESS ! VANSTITUTE PRINCETON NEW JERSEY

May 3, 1937

ey

TRUSIEES
FRANK K. AYDELOTTE
EDGAR 8. BAMBERGER
ALEXIS CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
JULIUS FRIEDENWALD
JOHN R. HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUCHTON
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
HERBERT H. MAASS
WINFIELD W, RIEFLER
FLORENCE R. SABIN
WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY S. STRAUS
OSWALD VEBLEN
LEWIS H, WEED

LIFE TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

I was very happy to receive your note of April 18 and to learn that

you had had a smooth crossing.

I hope you and Mynors had a lovely time and did

not talk too much about Eccles, Roosevelt, the Supreme Court, the Federal Reserve,

the gold standard, and other forbidden topics.

I was greatly distressed to learn that Mynors' father had died during

his last week here.

bravely as he did.

It was guite herois that he carried on until he left as

You and Mynors missed some of the most beaufiful weather that

God Almighty ever created this side of heaven.

1t has bveen absolutely superbd,

beginning the day after the garden party, which had, alasl to be held indoors,

but was a great success nonetheless. Everybody came and s'tayed and absolutely

cleaned us out of sandwiohes, cake, punch, and all other refreshments.

The

famine would of course have occurred earlier in the afternoon if you and Myhors

had been on hand.

We have seen Dorothy several times since you left.

Her domestic

problems have been a good deal complicated by the two rabblts, but they are just

exactly what she needs in order to keep her from bemoaning your absence. Saturday

evening she came to a dinner we gave for Madariaga, and, as you will not be
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surprised to hear, she was the only woman there whose talk was on a level with
that of Corwin, Dodds and Madariaga himself. I am more and more beginning to
wonder whether we should not have made Dorothy a professor and allowed you to
stay at home to care for the boys, the household, and the rabbits. It is up
to you to convinoe me to the oontrary.

Mrs, Flexner is fine and we get excellent news from Jean and Eleanor.
Mrs. Bailey sontinues to preserve her wonted equilibriug, but Miss Eichelser is
as jittery as Henry Morgenthau. She is sailing for her first European trip next
Saturday a week, and between getting together her trousseau, letter of credit,
-passpert, and reading guide books, she is becoming increasingly useless as a
member of the office staff.

Earle has been down here since you left. His doctor assures me that
he is perfectly well, and though he is takling things easy there is not a thing
about him, either in appearance or in what he says, to suggest that he was ever
ill. We had a good talk Saturday afternoon about some work in which he is
interested - important work on whioh his mind has been playing for years.

The Institute - men, women and children -~ join in wishing you the
best of health, an easy time, and a safe return.

Ever sincerely,

LT

Professor Winfield W. Riefler
¢/o Finance Committee

league of Nations

Geneva, Switzerland

AF/MCE

P.S. Since dictating the above I have received yours of April 4. I am very
happy that you have found the situation improved in London. Geneva I know well
and it is, as you say, a lovely situation. Don't leave it without having made
a tour of the lake and having seen Vevey and Montreux,ete. Many years ago,
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when Anne and I first visited Geneva, I was walking along the street and
pessed a most inviting bakery. I went in and bought a small oherry pile,

came out and ate it sitting on the curbstone. That is one of my most vivid.
as it is one of my earliest recollections of the plaoce.

Meritt and Johnnie told me yesterday that they are expeoting bids
tOdayo

The enclosed is a copy of a note whioh I received this morning from
Governor Norman.

A, F.
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Bank of England

26th April 1937

Dear Dr. Flexner:

Mynors has returned from his stay at the Institute
full of the kindness whioh he received at your hands. His three
months with Dr. Riefler appear to have given him an ideal
introdustion to the Ameriocan scene and many of its most interesting
personalities. I should like to thank you most sincerely for
making his vislt to the United States so wvaluable and so enjoyable.

With kind regards,

I am,

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) M. C. Normen

Dr. Abraham Flexmer

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



- v

OFFICERS i
ALANSON B. HOUCHTON '\
Chairman
HERBERT H. MAASS
Vice-Chairman
SAMUEL D. LEIDESDORF
Treasurer
IRA. A. SCHUR
Assistant Treasurer
FRANK AYDELOTTE
Secretary
ESTHER §. BAILEY
Assistant Secretary

ABRAHAM FLEXNER
Director of the Institute

Dear Riefler:
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TRUSTEES

FRAN K AYDELOTTE
EDGAR §. BAMBERGER
ALEX1S CARREL
ABRAHAM FLEXNER
FELIX FRANKFURTER
JULIUS FRIEDEN WALD
JOEN R, HARDIN
ALANSON B. HOUGHTON
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HERBERT H., MAASS
FLORENCE R. SABIN
‘WALTER W. STEWART
PERCY 8. 8TRAUS
LEWIS H. WEED

HONORARY TRUSTEES
LOUIS BAMBERGER
MRS. FELIX FULD

I have had several talks with Tom Jones on the subject of economics.
I don't know whether you know thst he was at one time Profeesor of Economics at the
University of Glasgow. That was of course in the beginning of his career. Since
he went to London to be Deputy Secretary of the Cabinet et the beginning of the war,
he has had over a period of more than twenty years close contact with the British
economists, He knows intimetely Keynes, Clay, Pigou, Robbins, Leith-Rose, Normen,
etc, I have asked him who, in his opinion, is the ablest economist of the whole
group. He replied without a moment's hesitetion, "Leith-Ross", who, as you doubt-

less know, is finencial adviser to the Treasury. I asked him sbout Clay. He

thinks that Clay is in capecity not supefior to a good university professor. Leith-
Ross he regards as a men with a really first-r# ¢ mind, with & great personality,

end fertile in ideas. Of course, he did not know that I was thinking of anyone
in perticuler for Princeton. He did, however, feel strongly that we should develop
the subject in the very near future in the way in which we have developed mathematics
in order that there might pe& somewhere in this world e great economic cenler of
thinkers such as does not now exist anywhere. Do you and Stewart know Leith-Ross
and, if so, whet is your own opinion as to the way he would mezsure up as against

the other persons nemed?

I don't want to bother you with letters, but it won't hurt you to
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drop me a line on this subject, I hope.

I understand that Miss Wise, tired of waiting for her errent chief,
has eloped to England, but, as one might well know, she hes eloped alone just the
way you did, and she will probably come home in six weeks as homesick as you did.

Leidesdorf's son was not admitted to the University of Pennsylvania.

I wonder if you heard from Williis any perticulars or whether he exerted himself in
the matter. Do you know the School of Business Administration at Dartmouth? If so,
do you know anyone in it? I em going to drop & line to Barle, who is in that neigh-
borhood, and he may wangle a place there for the lLeidesdorf boy.

We have a full house at the moment. Here is the rostert Jean and
Paul, Eleanor, T.J., Mr. Orrick of the Oxford Press, Vera Caspar (scenario writér),
Frenz Spielman (Viennese architect), snd the inevitsble Mrs. Bailey; also, the two
meids from Tuskegee, Robert the chauffeur from Honolulu, and two dogs (curses!); but
the list will begin to melt away at the end of this week.

I 'lope all goes well with the Riefler household. Did Stewart turn
up? If so, did you make any progress? Write me ever so briefly on theee points,

With all good wishes,

Ever sincerely,
& I
Mr. Winfield W, Riefler
Orleans, Massachusetts

AF:ESB
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AnguSt 5, 1957 MRS. FELIX FULD
Dear Win:

Yours of July 28 came to camp while I was paying a week's visit
to Mr. Bamberger and Mrs. Fuld. They are both well and enjoying the quiet and
beauty of the great St. Lawrence which their hotel overlooks. I had previously
sent them at Mr. Bemberger's request a memorandum which you will see later - I
don't want to botHﬁ@ou with it now - outlining the future of the Institute, as I
now see it, subject, of course, to such changes as experience and wisdom suggest.,

I put in the very first place the development of the School of
Economics and Politics. They were very much pleased with the whole memorandum
and told me to go ahead. I am therefore enormously interested in your feeling
that Stewart may be "in the mood to drop Case Pomeroy and come with us"., If he

has peid you the promised visit, let me know whether this subject ceme up and, if
80, how it stands.

Meanwhile, thank you very much for writing in behslf of Mr. Leides-
dorf to Joe Willits.

I am glad that you are rid of Washington and Princeton for the time
being, and I do hope thet you will give your famil& a chance to become acquainted
with you. You have some nice traits, about which your Deezie hase probebly
forgotten if she ever knew. The mental picture of her jumping over the saw
horses greatly intrigues me. We shall make that a feature of ocur next Institute

dance.
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We have at the moment & full household: Tom Jones, who is

spending a month, Jean and Peul, Eleanor, Orrick of the Oxford Press, the
inevitable E.5.B., and the equally ineviteble A.F. Anne, alas, deserted and

left for Salzburg yesterday. ©She was torn two ways, but Selzburg won, and I
em glad it did, for it is the one greet dissipation of her life, and I do not
begrudge it to her.

Give my love to Dorothy and the boys, and believe me

Ever sincerely,

L. T~

Mr.Winfield W,Riefler
Orleena, Massachusetts
U.S.A.

AF:ESB

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Orleans, kaaa.,
July 20, 1937*

Dear Dr. H.onon

This 10 a flno tijo -0 beanm/orin®, your nice letter of thp
19th. My tardiness, howwor, haa not appliod to tho Loidoadorf matter.
Ad soon as 1 received your lottosl X wrote Jo wllllte \gutto strongly
and trust that ho has done hio best. | have not hoard from him but I
should think that a question of thla kind wold cause little diffi-
culty. | c™roe v;ith you tliat Ur, toideodorf ia praatically a a&intp
and | an glad to do anything that | poeaibly can for him*

Mica Sioo writes iaa that our house is undor way. 1 waa 00
v<$iy busy trying to handle international financial troubles in 'Vaah
Inr*ton without loain ; e tiro contact 1th my family at 3apo Ood
that | did not havo tl*o to fuss with it any more, ao | alined tho
contract and told thom to re ahead. Thia paat nook 1 havo looked
ovor tbo final plana dovqg carofully and havo docidod that tho laot
chan™oo aoc©o all to the ~ood. They inoludo ocome "aina aa well aa
loaooa and bring about a aoving of nearly *2000. How I want to for-
got about it until it ia finished but I know X will not bo able to.

; After my tele hone oonvwaation with you I flow to lon York
and aaw ailtor Stewart# It certainly aeeiaod to ao that ho waa in the
mood to drop Oaae omeroy and come with ua. Ho waa about to leave on
vacation ao | havo not hoard from him since* However, ho promised to
ooiio and viait ua hero at Orleans during tho laat week in July, He aaid

ho waa ~oing on a oea trip with a friend of hia who owned a yacht and
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ghat thoy vorld o2il into our harbor amd pay us a onll at out point.
As a rvoounlt, I havo been vorikinzg uy hoad off tryylns to reot the living
roow im s:apo for go dlatin-uwished a caller, i“b'm alwoot ready vt I
haven't seen him yot,

I've boon horo continuously nouw “or twolvo dggs « They have
boon spant woatly ";«a*mzmt* Zop Bertldbbotino-ettin- tho rlace  inte
shapee I thinkz that at “av;;t. W ‘hmi'..;* wavdo 3 lficiond prorross so thoat
nov wu oon Ho-in to "wacate®, I have hardly dared leol at uy correm one
dace co far for foar thors ui-ht bo smwoethins that wonld roiire my
attuntlon,

Honry Lormonthau cortainly nooded a lot of couok'tation x’."or
a vhile, Firat, tho rronch blow a spoark rlue and thon it poened as
thovsh overy country on oarth was chovt o send a Linancill dsle-ation
to visit the Trousveye I tried to mot throurh 1t as fast as I co-ld
and Jinally wanased to shi- ‘lonry of{ 4o 'onolulu, hWhewe he can cone
enld tho Uadkild ~irls abovt his Tlnoncinl nroblous,

You may cloat all you want to about the wmy amne {iishks about
but for sheoer Irlickinean, X'1l wathh umy Uovszle a~alnst the fisld, The
boys sot uy sy horoos up in a lino the other day and Bhe jrmr-ed over
tham in o uannor net wnbeconins, o Josse Ousna, 1L tho Instituvte ‘o
ovor forcod to bulld up its preetli-o by ontering tho leld of interw
colleriate athlotic competition, I move that se onter a fowmn conposcd

of faculty wivep, idth smno =10 holdine dom tho nnchor poaliiont

o el g L

Hou,
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Magnetawan, vie Burks Fazllse
Ontarioc, Caneds
July 19, 1937

Dear Win:

I hove been wondering where you have been and whalt you have
been doing, and I suppose Dorothy ie es much in the dark about your euwings
and goings and doings as I am ~ poor girl! Yhat & different man you wuld
have been if you hsd merried Anne, and what s different wen I would have
been if I hed married Dorothy! I would have expanded and you would have
contracted. Is it too late to errenge e swap? But it will heve to be
managed with diplomacy.

I au moved particularly to write you this worning, not because
I em domesticelly unheppy, which is not the came, nor because I think

Derothy is domesticelly unheppy, which I em sure she ie not, bul because
tir. lLeidesdorf come into the office the other day to renew & subject which
he had brosched to me seversl times, but not definitely. He hzs & boy,
Arthur, a fine, upstending, husky fellow, who was graduated in June from
Bleir Acadeny snd hopes now to prepare himself to go into his father's
business - cne of the most important of its kind in the east. For that
purpose the boy wenis to go to the Wharton School at Pennsylvenia. It is
sc lste in the sessoun thet I am afreid en ordinery applicetion msy receive
little attention, snd I suggested to Vr. Leidesdorf that you might have
some influence with Young or Will:.s which would result in the boy's
admission. He is o pood boy and his father is es neer & seint ss enyone

I know - & wise, uncselfish end absolutely upright huwmen being, doing business

of & most recponsible charscter with some of the largest sand most influentisl

concerng in lew York. If you cen teke this up promptly with Willi .s or
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Young and find a plaee for the boy, won't you write Mr. leidesdorf the
results of your efforts to his office, Pershing Square Building,
New York City?

We have been very happy up here this summer. The weather has

been really superb and as I dictate I look out upon a mirror-like lake,

in which the heavens aere dupliceted. Morse has been up for a week and is
quite mad about the place. We are going to give you and Dorothy a chence,
but there will be a time limit and you will have to say “yee® or "no',
no matter whether the Treasury wants to see you or not. If Morgenthau can
take his whole darned femily and go to Honolulu you can either stay at
Orleans or come to Ahmic.

I see Ben daily. OChancellor Kirklend has been quite ill and
there 1s grave doubt as to whether he will come up this summer. Elizabeth-
was summoned by telegraph a week ago. Ben is restless and unhsppy, but he
was pleased the other day when I received a letter from a Greek scholer in
Athens, asking to eome to Princeton to work with Ben. Of course, we will
take him the year after next, when he wishes to come.

Anne ie perfectly splendid, frieking about like a young girl,
swimming, singing, and carrying on as if she were twenty-one, which I some-
times suspect she is. She joins me in love to you and Dorothy and the boys.

Ever affectionately,
LT
Professor Winfield W. Riefler ('“)

Orleans, Cape Cod
Massachusetts

s o g2

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Digitized for FRASER

44

Pebruary 2, 1938

Dear Dr. Tlexnar:

I heve read Stuart Chase's article "Word-Trouble Among the Eoonw
omints" in the December @E@l ‘In general 1 think I 1ike it. Also,
I think Y agree with 1%, e hesitation which 1 feel in commnitting
nyself thus in worde arises largely, 1 suppose, from the irritation
of a specialist reading the works of a popularizer. To me the contents

‘are not new. Thev are essentinlly vhat I learned when I first tackled

egonomics in my freshman and sophomors vears st Asherst. I think it ie
true that other places did not then put @o much emphasis on being criti-
oal of one's preconceptions. I had imagined that this Geficlency had
generally beon rectifisd in the interval, but i3 mey he that those things
sti1l merit reiteration, Pereonally I have alwaye irled to kesp in mind
the fact trat the words we use are likely to bde more general than is
Justified by the specifie subjects of which we are soeaking and that §
should always tey $o oonfine my generalizations Yo my wpecifie-subjecs,
ingofar as possible. 1 am alwn aware that I frequently fail myself in
this regard and that like Chase I am inclined to charge my colilew.iicg
vhen 1 disagree with them with similar failure.

¥y own feeling about the whole subject is as follows. ¥ords at

thelr best are slusive and never furnigh a c¢ompletely satisfving medium
for expressing our thoughts. They are, nevertheless, the best mechaniem
of gommmication which we possess. It is essential that their limite~
tions ba borne in pind, Acong the variocus atiributes of & scholar -
oreativensss, inteerityr, obleaativitr, disinterestodness -- self-oriticism
and gonsciousnaga of one's hidden assumptions suat aleo de piven 2 very
high rank, . I am gure that this quality or atiribute of scholarshin is
verv old and can be found as a characteristie distinguishing the better
from the poorer scholar sines tine immemorial, At the rraonent time we
are wiineseing an attem 't to bring this 014 and imvoriant charactaristie
out into the onen by siving it a new name, The rroup »hom Stuart Chnae
han jolned call it "semantics® and insint that scientific terms must be
defined in terms of "refarents®, The justification for doinz this is

‘that words will ba used with greater procision. I am surs that such
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nragioion i8 a desirable objective, bhut I don't know whether the net
result of their efforis will contribute to that end or will simvly
ralze another serles cof confrovercies over unessentiala, Certainly 4f
aconomiste perin arsuing vhether there nre or are not “refarsnts" for
some concent they are using, ther =11? find themselves In the same mire
from which the ":zamantic® school roposes to extrant them.

Zineeraly yourg, -

Winfield ¥. efler

Iy, Abrehan ™Mowmier
20 Hassou Streant
Princaton, ¥, J,
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THE INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDY
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

Jamary 29, 1938

Dear Win:
Mr. Maags is greatly impressed by
Mr. Stusrt Chase's article in the December Harpers
which I am herewith sending to you. Glance through
it, and send me, if you please, a paragraph or two
telling me what you think of it. It seems to me no
new thing that words should be used loosely, for, as
conditions change, people do not stop to invent new
words but put new meanings into the old ones. This
it seems to me Chase does not take into adeguate con-
gideretion. Am I right or wrong?
Very sincerely yours,

Professor Winfield W. Riefler T
69 Alexander Street 4

Princeton, New Jersey ?
AF:ESB
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July 18, 1938

Dear Wins

Your letter of July 14, from Orleens, crossed
mine. It is extrsordinarily interesting, especially whet
you sey of the way the League hss recooped its influence in
one direction after losing influence in snotner,

As to the further organizetion of the acononmics
rroup, I think we must get together and talk. I want to do
vhet 1s.wise and .right and sound, but, st the moment what I
want and need is rest after a strenuous Buropean trip, and
leisure to think very calmly. You mey be right on every
point you meke, but, naturally, I should wish to hesr whet
Stewert and perheps Clay and Wolmen and Warren think. Your
attitude is a most generous one - marvelously so, but I don't
went to take you up on it until we have 211 had a chance to
canvess the thing, for when we sct we cannot u;)do our decisions.

Now let us chuck the whole business for the next
six weeks or so. Go ahead with your fishing and woodsewing
while I go shead with mine. Remske the scquaintsnoce of your
family, and pride yourself upon your success z8 o m tchmker.f;d

With love to you »2l1, T e

Yver sincerely,

a7,

)
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
MAGNETAWAN, VIA BURKS FALLS
ONTARIO, CANADA

July 18, 1833

e
Dear Win: '

I hed yesterday nmorning a letter from ¥r. Stewzrt,
from which I c¢uote the following:

"We arrived this morning via Normandie after
s strenuous but sstisfactory visgit.

"I am wond-ring if you recelved a cable I sent
from London which vwas to have been delivered to you
on your grrival. It read, "¥y answer is yes -
vwholeheartedly &nd without reservation, and I em
gdelighted to have nade the decision.”
I cannot tell you how greteful I feel #nd how profoundly

=~

I am moved by thils evidence of his confidence and fsith, for he has
brooded long over his decision and, fortunately, it is a decision
which rewsrds your patience and mine. I am not often stirred as
this letter heas stirred me, so that for the moment I shall say no
more then thet, for the sake of the subject in vhich you are
interested, for your own sake, and for the sake of the Institute,
I am very, very haoppy.

You have been long-suffering, but now a2t last you heve
your revard in the close association vhich you will have with your

teacher and friend, whom you love and trust and adunir

D
L

Let us now show the same patience in the further steps

we take as we have shown in the steps we have teken up to this time.

It is so important not to meke a mistake thet we must look at every

“

proposal from every soint of view znd zct only zfter the deepest

reflection of which we all way ve capanle.

Fad

Should I hear further from ¥Fr. Stewart T will let you

w. Meanwhi orop me & line if
DigmzedforFRAsEsz‘ Veanwnile drop me & line if
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how the work at Geneve fared and how you and Dorothy and the children
are.

We are all well and enjoying perfectly superb weather.
Anrie is particularly happy because she is engaged in putting up a
new cabin in the woods, in which we hope you and Dorothy will some
day payus.avisit.

Ever affectionately,

-

P. S. The cablegram to which Stewart refers never reached me, so
that I did not know of his decision until his letter, written after
his return, came to Canada.

Ad Fo
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Orlecns, lrsscchusetts
July 14, 1938

Dear Dr. Tl-xner:

The four of us arrived ioniey on the NORMINDIE, To my utter sur-
prise Dorothy wes waiting on the dock. Che would not even la2t me go to
Primseton to drop my luggege, but took me right up to tre Cape where I
found ifise "ise and lsd & welcome hows such 28 no men ever exyerienced
b’fo!‘@.

It wes & gr:nd trip. I heve been here two deys now end fsel =s
though Europe did not exist. In faot I heve fzllen so completely under
the spell cf the Cape tret lzst night when I dressed and drove twenty-
five miles to iy inis to go to New York to g mmeting =t the N:tionul
Buresu I fiund out only efter srriving =t a derk stetiom trat there is no
wey of getting off of the Cwpe on iednesdays evenings unless one . zlks,

The sezsion: of the Lelegation on Businegs Lepreszions st Geneva ..ere
tre high spot of my trip. .e lad four deys of discussionm thet ere cs fine
and on £5 high & lavel ms enyt ing I heve ever -xrerienced. ./t the lust
winute Czrter Goodrich wee uppointed & delegute to ppresent the Interncu-
tionedl Lebor Office sand s felt the semo :bout them, The fact that the
Lezgus hus lost politic:l influence seems to have thrown it back on the
ons msset left, numely iis :bility to serve wse cn intellectuxl center. In
this cese it seems to be resoching the level of ¢ super~-univsresity. Lvery-
one as extremely enthusiustic :nd I «m loocking for: nrd to my pertieipation
in tho undertoking ~ith greut enticipation.

I lesrned from Stes:rt of his cable to you on my urrivel im ‘cris on
the da before e seiled, It was grand news and tcok & terrific loed off
my heart. G&te :rt reported thet Clay wes certimly going to lezve the Bemk
and hud elmost mede up his mind ¢t come with usz, but thet he wes hclding
off ferring that it wes too grest & seorifice for iirs. Clay. The fimul
word «~1il) c¢ome inm the autummn, I called up Cley from Firis to suy goodbye
end edd a serm sord of -elcome wnd found him etill in awbout the scme mood,.
He wus terribly moved end certuinly seemed &s thpugh he wes golng to come
with us, He repested, roiever, thet he sculd let us know definitely in
the sutumn s he had promised you,
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' Dr. Floxner -gm July.l4, 1958

In his cass I feel strongly that we do not ent to urge him to tser
up hie roots in England or smphaeize the eepcrstion. FKather, I feel we.
ought tc emphusize with him the continuity thet coming to us would meeam in
his work. There is no denger with respeet to Clay thut he will be un-
fexilier +ith the ‘merie.n situation er feil te identify himself with
Americcn problegs. He has slwaye been symputhetie with /mericsns. He =sys
himeelf thet kis best friemds cre fuericcns and be has tried 4. introduce

~ 4into Zritish economies the swme wrprosch., 1.e, the studying of questioms

from ¢ fegtuul busis that Stavert and I have been ldentified with in this

oo ntry, These fuctors are v resl that they seem cecisive iu his ease, Om
the other hend, his coutinued clese contaet vith Eurepe und British econumics
is one of the big assets whish he would bring to the Imstitute. In the firet
place ho is now thoroughly femiliar with the fuetual sork receutly dome in

Eoglond (such as tiet Bow being imsugursted om & lurger beelie Hall wuad
:ﬁ } as Lo ure .. This g beoruse Le hus hﬂgrgm of m.;ﬂa feators

in sterting w.rk of is charugters o mesd te know intimmtely i’:m they wre
develeping snd we zeed te keep in cont:et with it. Clay is now in = pesition
to do this for ue us uo one else is :nd I thiunk uuhwl& urge bim to remain
femilier with it, GCeeondly, thers las in reeent yeurs been a grest flower-
ing of theoreticzl ssonomice in Englend, esome of it of e very high guslity,.

The msin trouble with-it from the Ameriecam point of vies is that it hes been

80 filled with e.ntroversy tiei fre;usntly Awericans hawe difficulty disiine
guiehing bet .esn contributions which are desie and distortions of emphasis

‘that represeut little more than ithe hest end fire of s countrovesisl situation,

Cley is the ens le:ding Eritish sconomist whe hee remsined friendly with «ld

of 'the groups. He hes slec contimuelly tried to sift o.t that whiek they hed
to give whigh represenied e resl eoaiributica from thet shieh was ephemorcl,

we vent him te bring this wisdom to us, we vsut hin to bs in & position to

sontinue to bring it e tm goos on..

I saw 8 grest dssl of Yolman mnd Terrea snd Stevert together on the bost

‘goming home and foel that you should seriously eoncider edding Volmsa as  ell

as Farren to the groups This differe radically from my origincl suggestions
besause et that time I was trying to .ork out & group vhieh would be sble to
foo: s en sl1 the wiried problems of the esoncmie eeone from & rather unified
point of view, meinly finunee. It was from this poiut of viss that I wrote

the reecamendetions whish I submitted to you. Personally, I still feel that

those resommendetiens represent the most effeetive type of uetivity .hick we

"0 uld undertake., It is now elesr, however, that I failsd to eonvinuce Etewurt,
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Dr. Flexner -3e July 14, 1938
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Consequently I do not -ant to impede the eetting up of an effestive unit

in eeonomies by eonmtinuing to muke recommendutions in terms of un ob uote
ive whieh hus :lready been more or less paseed by. The most impartant re-
quirement sftar.ell is thet the Institute poesess & group that can work to-
gother offoctively, If additional appoinmtmonts are usde in etonomice tiey
should oerry out this group ides, othersise it culd be better to turn the
endowtwnt to other uscee, it predent I think the most important thing we
oean do %o ithie end ie to meke Stewsrt feel ss huppy s possible, to make
him feel st home se zuch e85 ve poesibly tans I .vus eontiouelly siruck om
the bost coming home with heo much more resdy he wes to eator into free and
open esonomie diseussions with olmas thew with sayone else <ith uhom I iwve
observed him in regeut yscre. ‘It made me reulise s never befare how amch
the interpley of his zind with “olmen's meant to him. If ke is to work ef-
toeti'nly tgedm in our field, be eimply mmst Love this kind of interplw end

+ think w6 @.ould do cll s csn to give it to him.

I am torribly a...mgpointod t0. hear of Mise BAll's engugement, Comehow
es we 0re extending iavititions to the wirlous eligible buehelors in Lurope,
I hed in the buckground jof my mind thet we might errenge oo icternstioncl
mrriasge, but now I understend that aothing ie e ming out but & eross between
ssonomios end enginecring. Thet hus heppersd severul tises slready cad
doesn't excite me et 8ll, idee "ise reparts, ho-ever, thet we must be jre=
pered for an lrundetion of epplicents for the position. It seems thet 9
+axender is beginning to echuix‘e & reputstion. '

Plesse give my very best to 2mne and tell hér thet m sre sa ting
aaxiously ta see you ¢31 egein,

| Sincersly,

|

Dr. fbrrhem Flexner

org/
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I received your very interesting letter of Monday the 27th - month

unmentioned,

I am interested in Clay's toying with the idea of coming to America.

If he does come, it seems to me that in a subject like economies he should come

with the idea that America is going to get not the six months' regular term but

that he is going to domesticate himself in America,

I have this same feeling in

regard to Mitrany, namely, that in subjects like political science and economics
you have got to belong to the country in which you are a professor, though on the
other hand I have an equally strong feelihg that in neither of these subjects nor
any other subjects ought a man cut himeelf away from his foreign connections.
Mitrany, in my judgment - and I say this in confidence to you - has made a great
mistake by spending six months in America and six months in England. He will
never learn political theory or practice in America as long as he continues to
do this. The game would hold of Clay. Where he takes a vacation of two

or three months is immaterial, but home and work should, I believe, be America.

He would undoubtedly be a tremendous asset to us, but he would have, I think, to
identify himself with the country in order to realize his full potentialities. 1

wonder how you feel about this,
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W..R. - July 6, 1958 2

* -1 had a busy week in Princeton after returning to America and

then ran into a Fourth of July deadlock here in New fork. Now 1 have finighed
my appointments and am ready to leave for Canada by tomorrow night. Anne
preceded me by & day in order to have everything in good order for "her lord and
master? just as Dorothy has done for you., Why don't these women strike?

Give our love and best wishes to Dorothy and the children and
Miss Wise, if she is still at the Cape., 1 suppose she will have told you
of the catastrophe that has overwhelmed Miss Guinn's successor. That room is
haunted., I am trying to get Mrs, Balley and Miss Eichelser to occupy it
temporarily in order to take the curse off.

With all good wishes,

Ever affecticnately,

g, 7.

Mr, W, W, Riefler
Orleans
Massachusetts

A¥:ESB
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Dear Wing

I am dropping you a line to let you know that Stewart and Warren came
up Monday afternoon to spend Tuesday and Wednesday at the camp. Stewart seems
to me happier and younger than I have ever known him to be,

Warren's mind is moving slowly, but our long talks have convinced me
that his intellect is a first-rate instrument. I have not pressed him or urged
him but heve tried to express the kind of thing the Institute is and the sort of
opportunities it offers. Our conversations have been confined entirely to dis-
cugssion of the Institute and the small but incressed nucleus in the field of
economics and discussion of possibilities of coBperation with the historians.

You may be sure that we have reached no decisions and discussed nothing beyond
what I have described above. A1l other questions will wait till you and
Stewart and I can talk them over ‘together., I told Btewart thal I meant to write
you, and he was glad to have me do it, He asked me to add that he would be glad
to meke a visit tgthe Cape, but the suwmer is passing rapidly, and he is doubtful
whether he can make it.

We have had a perfect summer in point of weather and in every other
respect except that for the first time we have had two accidents. Anne stumbled

and broke a finger in two places, necessitating a journey to Toronto for Xrsy and
a cast which she is still wearing., When Mrs, Bailey came to the camp on the 13th,
it took her just about thirty-six hours to fall down three steps and break her
leg in two places just above the ankle, Fortunately since Anne's accident we
had learned that there was a thoroughly modern hospital at Parry Sound - forty
miles from the camp, and she was that same evening brought here with Eleanor and
the doctor, It is marvelous to find an institution of this kind in this remote
corner, She has been absolutely comfortable since the bones were set, and
repeated Xrays show that they are healing in proper position. Within another
week we hope to be able to bring her back to the camp, where she will svill,
however, wear z light cast and hobble around on crutches.

] Stewart and Warren drove with me this afternoon to see her, and Wrs.
Bailey joins us all in warmest greetings to you and Dorothy and the boys.

Ever affectionately,

Winfield W. Riefler,Esq. a4
Orleans, Magsachusefts

AF3ZSB
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
MAGNETAWAN, VIA BURKS FALLS
ONTARIO, CAMADA

August 7, 1939

* Dear Win:

I have two letters from you, one writien on the steamer and one
from Cape Cod, dated August 1, enclosing your check for §750.00. Thank
you very much for the latter, though it will do me no good, inasmuch as
I shall have to send it to the Princeton Bank, which will eat it up,

I am sorry that you will have had so soon to go back to
New York. I do wish that you could get a continuous holiday. It seems
to me that Porothy's authority is very wesk, If I proposed so soon after
returning from Europe to go to New York Anne would be down on me like a
thousand brick!

What you have heard of the fish is true, and I have a photograph
to prove it. The fish weighed Ffourteen pounds, but it was not pulled out
the water by the undersigned., Wes caught it trolling one night and made
us a present of it. We have also got some smaller fry since this notable
event.

I had supposed that you were busy on the boat, and I suppose
that the same will continue to be true for years to come. Fortunately,
you are a good swimmer, so that the worst that can happen to you - and it
probably will - is that you will overturn the first time you venture out.

We have had an extremely quiet summer in most respects. Mrs.
Bailey spent July here and a few days after she left Hiss Eichelser came
in looking very well, though in her camp clothes she is still something
of a bean pole.

Meanwhile, I have spent a few daeys with Mr. Bamberger and
Mras, PFald., We discussed the Princeton problem and Mr. Bamberger was
disgusted when he hesrd from me for the first time that Veblen had called
a dinner, of which I had no notice and to which I had not been asked.
"That was very wrong," he ssid. I do not loock forward to the coming year
with the degree of pleasure with which I have always contemplated it.
From time to time I have heard rumors-of trouble among both the Trustees
and the faculty. I have no sppetite for a situation of this kind follow-
ing the happy years which we have spent together there. Just what I shall
do or how I am not yet elear, but I shall make up my mind, probably this
week, and I shall let you know.

I enclose a letter which came from Jacobson. I am very much
pleaged with the high opinion which he formed of our economies group.

Anne is very well and she end Miss Eichelser join me in all good

. wishes for you and Dorothy and the boys.

Ever sincerely,

Professor Winfield W, Riefler
Orleans, Cape Cod Q.+,
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I want to thank you very deeply snd genuinely for the

brief but touching words you spoke on Monday. I was anxious that

no one bul my real friends should partieipate on that occasion, and

through Mr. Houghton's sense of the fitness of things I had my way.

You are going to like Aydelotte, and I am only fearful

that he will displace me in your affections. Don't let him do it,

for I count on you and Dorothy and your children. 1In some way when

you come to New York you must see to it that Anne and I know in advance

so that as long as we live we shall not lose touch with one another.

You have, =1l of you, places in my heart that shall not be occupied

by anyone else.

So far as your boys are concerned, I hope you understand

that I am willing to serve them and you and Dorothy in any capacity

you wish, though I know full well that with care you are going to have

a long career of usefulness and activity ahead of you, during which,

however, if I can be of any service to them or you, you have only to

say the word.

Ever affectionately,

C
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The Wniversity of Chicago

The Law Scbhool

CHICAGO

November 4, 1939

Professor Winfield Riefler
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Wing

The excellent article by your colleague
in the current New Republic reminded me again of
your interest in related matters. It occurs to
me you may have some interest in the enclosed talk,
which I gave here last week under the auspices of
a group which has been opposing repeal of the em-
bargo. Don't bother to acknowledge or return 1it,

I am still hoping that sometime when I
get East I shall find myself near you with time for
some tallk,

With best wishes,

MS:BPL Malcolm Sharp Eélh&kﬂ)sg

Digitized for FRASER
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



The Wniversity of Chicago

The Iawgcbool

CHICAGO

November 4, 1939

Professor Winfield Riefler
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Dear Win:
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The Psychology of Peace
1

In the present situation everyone here is concerned primarily
with the security and peace of the Unlted 3tates., We are most of
us indeed convinced that by keeping this country secure and strong,
we shall best serve the interests of the world.

In determining how the interests of the United States can best
be served, we are met with two results of the European situation.
The firat is the stimulation of our pride and our pugnascity. The
second is fear. If we will look coolly at the oooasions for pug-
nacity and fear, we shall prepare to consider how we can best ad~-
vance American purposes.

For our pugnaocity, we may reflect on the thousands of years
during which Asliatic and European peoples have fought esach other.
To concentrate this reflection, I can think of nothing better
than to reread Thucydides! History of the Peloponnesian War., That
war is sometimes thought of eas & confliot between the ideologles
of democbatic Athens and aristooratic Sparta., Thucydides himself

sometimes speaks of it thls way; but most of ‘hls observations and

his entire account show something quite different. The expanding
trade of Athens, which sontributed to the oity's magnificent ar-
tistic 1ife, had collided with the trade of its near neighbors,
Megara, Aegina, Sicyon, and Corinth. The extraordinary genius of
Thueydides! observations is what chiefly distinguighes the result-
ing small and petty conflioct from countless other such conflicts
in the history of the world,
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Though some have doubted 1t, Thucydides seems fully aware of
the influence of trade and trade rivalries. But he attributes only
part of the diffieculty to them. They may supply the occasion and
materials for fightings but it is a vicious oircle of animal fear
and animal pride which leads the citles to destroy each other,
"Pear, pride and interest™ appear again and again in the speeches
which embody Thueydidee' fiercely ironical reflections on the psy=-
chology of war. The first places are given to fear and pride.

Greece 1s one of the so-called Balkan states., Twenty~five
hundred years have made l1little difference in Balken affairs. Balkan
and near Balkan conflicts still affeot Europe as a whole, and so
the world, Balkan mentality appears, moreover, to be European men-
talitys and it 1s against this mentality that we ourselves must be
on gusard,

For 1t mey bs that what appears to us as moral indignation 1is
in part sompounded of pride; and that pride, as George Bernard Shaw
has recently suggested, is another name for snimal pugnacity. To
test our moral indignatioen, many of us continually recall the War

of 1914, Much of the conflict leading up to that war centered in
the Balkans, particularly the stralts at Istanbul. It was perhaps
& muddled snd unsystematic conflict, We ocannot too often remind
ourselves that the UGerman smbassador burst into tears as he handed
the declaration of war to the Czarts minister. He had guessed wrong
in advising his government that Russia would not back Serbla in her
quarrel with the Austrisn Empire. The conflict produced what 1s
still the most disastrous war in history.

It was, we remember, & war to make the world safe for democracy,

Digitized fgi@ SaR war to end war. At its close, the principal states of Europe
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proceeded, under the influence of interest, fear and pride, to
conduot thelr affairs in a classically Balkan manner, 3So far from
making the world safe for dsmooracy, they saw to it that the world
was quite unsafe for German soclial demoocracy. So far from making
a rational and systematic effort to end war, they proceeded in a
manner which, as thelr classical education should have told them,
was best caloulated to produce war,

By lmposing on the prostrate German nation a repsrations bill
of some $30,000,000,000 they contributed first to the devastating
German inflation, and then to the economis collapse of the world.
By humiliating a great people, trylng at once to oarry the burdens
cauged by the war and to establish a new form of govermment, they
stimulated the passions which have slways led to war, Poverty, in-
security, fear and pride, prepared the way for the aggressive Na-
tional Socialism of today,

We may prefer the British and French ways of life to the German;
but if we are going to be self-righteous about other nations, we

must condemn the British and Prench for failing to apply the obvious
teaching of history, at the same time that we condemn the Germans
for followlng the course which comparable nations have taken through-
out hiastory. If we are to feel moral indignation and pride in our
own position, we ashould perhaps distribute it well, We must be anti-
British 1f we are also today anti-German.
2

So much as a suggestion for dealing with moral indignation,
pride and pugnacity. How about "interest™, and particularly the
kind of interest which occasions "fear™t If we examine ourselves,
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we ahall hardly want to fight for merely business interests. We
may fear German and Japanese competition; but we shall hardly favor
dealing with it by a method which will run up such costs as appear
in J. M. Clark'!s study, The Costs of the World War to the Ameriocan
People. Among other costs, Mr. Clark, by careful estimates, names
as of 1931, 170,000 young Americans dead.

It is not so much commercial interests whish concern us, as
interests which, when apparently threatened, produce an even deeper
fear. If Britain and France are defeated, are we not in danger of
German ships and German planes? If we suppose that Canada would
not follow England into ocaptivity, and remember that prevailing
winds blow from the West across the North Atlantic, we may de less
concerned about the danger of an attack on Boston, New York or
Washington,.

But how about an attack based on present British or French
possessions in Latin America; or based on Brazil, near the Afriecan
Coast, whence trade winds blow for part of the year in a direction
favorable to attack? We may take over British and French posses-
sions to the South of us as payment for war debts or simply for thelr
own protection and our seourity,

But Brasil remains. And there is always the chance that in
the endless international chess game, Germany and Japan will again
find their interests coinclding, and attack us from both directions.

In the warious possible permutations snd combinations of
frightening eoircumstances, we may at first be cool. We may say,
as George Bernard Shaw recently sald of people who talk this way,
"I can only say that they sre frightened out of their wits." If
we remember history, we shall doubt whether any nation 1s likely
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to be strong enough to adventure all over the world on its own,
We shall observe today that British, French and (German fear of
Russia is apparently a potent foree for peaee; and that on the other
hand, Russian fear of a possidble Europesn combination may contribe
ute to the ocaution with which Stalin moves. We may think that the
Japanese at times wonder where and sgainst whom they may next need
support.

In spite of these reassuring reflections, there may remain a
lively fear of the remote but dlstasteful possibility of military
attack, As many, from Thuscydides to Bertrand Russell, have con~
sidered fear among the most potent of the forcea leading nations
to fight, we may well examine this fear of military attack more
carefully.

Yor this purpose, many have found Major George Flelding Eliot's
The Ramparts We Watoh, a helpful study of our military and partioc-
ularly our naval position. It 1s a book which, just now in its
fifth printing, gives the layman an introduction to the technical
problems of geography and engineering which must be mastered by the
experts who, in these matters, must furnish some of the materials
for final decision to statesmen. For the ocltizen, Major Eliot's
book appears to be the best guide available.

There is no opportunity in this place to consider hias data.

Two conelusions, however, ahould be consldered., First, Mejor Eliot
concludes that without first eliminating our fleet, no foreign
country could now well send an expedition against a South American
state., Second, he concludes that neithsr Americans nor Jepanese in
their senses, strategically spesking, would start a war between these

two countries, involving aggressive operations across the Pacific,
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¥e jor Eliot is speaking of separate attacks, say by Germany
or Japanj but his observations remind us of our strong defensive
position. They should serve to reeall that under any circumstances
it will take a considerable period to put a german high commissioner
in charge in Washington,

3

We may thus discount our impulsive pugnacity and fear. It is
in 1ts relation to these blind lmpulses here, that we are particu-
larly concerned with the situation in Europe.

If one has the view which has been suggested in outline, what
is he to say about our immediate course of action? I have been
opposed to relaxing in any way, and In favor of all practicable pro-
posals to strengthen, legislative limits on trade with belligerents,
ineluding Japan. It appears now, however, that along wlth measures
to strengthen these limits there will be one more or less signif-
icant relaxation, It sesems likely that the administration will be
able to modify the so-called arms embargo, at least to the extent
of permitting the shipment of multiple purpose alirplanes to bellig-
erents whe are able to pay cash and oarry them away.

In this situation, we who wished to see the efforts to remove
ths arms embargo defeated as a means of strengthening America's
determination to stay out of thls war, must take stock of our posi-
tion., The debate, whish threatened to be more dangerous than the
proposed legislation itself, has gone better than one might have
expected, There has been a minimum of war-like talk; and such a
statement as that made the other evening over the alr by Colonel
EKnox is an encouraging sign of our strong inelination to scrutinize
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soeptically all proposals to get us to jJoin this fight. It may be,
indeed, that the general condemnation of the actual firat step taken
by Hitler in Poland, will somewhat work itself out in the course of
changing legislation now commonly regarded as too favorable too Ger-
many. Our mental state in relation to Burope may thtis be fairly
hoilthy; and we must try to keep 1t so.

It appears, agaln, that our technical poslition may. be somewhat
improved by modifying the embargo. It is apparently alrplanes that
are really wanted. If alrplanes strengthen the British position,
it may-~along with eome bad effects«~have two good effects,

In the first place, if the British and French win or are not
too badly defeated, the need for armsments in North and South Amere

ica will prodbably be less than 1t otherwise well may be. That will
save us expense and the bad infiuences which may emanate from a big
military eatablishment, This seems to me the most senalble Justi-
fieation for the proposed change in legislation; and I think that
the change 1f made should be rested on that ground.

A second good effect may, however, Jjuast possibly be more im-
portant., Our eccnomie system and the future of our children are
already threatened by even the present war. We must all hope, in
our own interests, that its effecta will be no worse,

At the moment, 1t seems ccnceivable that the European nations,
disgusted with themselves and afrald of each other, may simply stay
encamped, or even fight, during a long winter of negotiations. There
will be few detached observers who will not, in the present state
of affeirs, wish the British and French, who have little to gain by
fighting, to be in a strong position to negotiate, If, by making

Digitzed for FRAGRAMplanes mavallable, wes strengthen their hands, we may just con-
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e¢ivably ocontribute at last to the rational treatment of world
problems.

What ocould such a rational treatment bet In the negotiations
Just preceding the outbreak of the war, and in neutral hints and
belligerent statements more recently, the outlines of a possible
treatment may be seen, There is the transition to a peace economy,

talked of in England this summer, and connected with the name of

President Roosevelt in late August. There is ths end of the Ver-
sailles aystem, long advoocated by large sections of Ameriean opinion,
and meaning now particularly the return of German prestige involved
in the restoration of colonies. The end of the Versallles system,
all agree, must be sscompanied by "guarantees®, These may have a
variety of forms determined only by the lngenuity of statesmen,

who like lawyers deal in mortgage, pledge, and suretyship,

(ne suggestion that seema to have appeared on the «ges of re-
cent conferences between small neutrals may be a clue. It may be
that in return for the end of Versailles, Germany would cooperate
in the establishment of the long looked for Danublan federation,
under international supervision, With concesslions to Hungery and
Bulgaris by Rumanis and perhsps Greece, an enlarged and strengthened
Balkan League seems possible. To this may be added a properly di-
minished, but still integral Poland, Bohemia and Slovakia. England,
France, Italy, Germany, the Sosiet Union and Turkey have long had
interests in this unstable areaj and many attempts to stabllise
it have been made. Under the pressure of orisis, it may be that
the attempt ocould now succeed; and the resulting organization af-
ford a start for the development of new international cooperation.
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The develepment of the organization might, for exsmple, bhe made
the first business of a reinvigorated League. With these steps
would naturally go thsroughly supervised armament control,
This would be "Pesoe without victory." The familiar proposals,
thus ocombined, may now seem visionaryj; but the alternatives are not,
from any point of view, satisfactory.
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Box 608,

Serasote, Floride,

Mr Winfielid W. Riefler
Battle Road,

Princeton N.J.

Dear Mr Riefler:

Thank yo» for your lettee, 2m happy teo tell
you the information I wes looking for is of the finest,
Piease have the highest opinion of the Roberts.

The house I am building for Mr Roberts is =
scrt of rambecling affair, faeing the Gulf on one cof the
keys about Thirty miies south of Sarascte, it has very
trppicel suroundings end I am sure they wiii spend

mepy pisesaent days there.

Please rember me to Mrs Riefler, I am,

Sineerely,
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January 24, 1939

Mr. 5. %, Marquette

‘P. 5. Box b08
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Sarasota, Florida

Dear Mr., Marquette:

Thank you for your letter of January 2lst. I was glad
to learn that you have gotten together with Mr, Roberts and
are planning to build his house.

I 4o not know exactly what to say with respect to your
confidential inquiry. 1 have inown the Roberts here for
four vears and have the highest opinion cf them. 50 far as
I xnow, they are very well regarded throughout Princeton and
are considered at least moderately well off. When I try to
rack my memory, however, for any specific information on his
financial standing, I have to admit that I have none.

In view of your position, you must protect yourself
againast over-extension, and I am sure that Mr. Roberts 1s
the type of perzon to whom you could write quite frankly
that you need the definiteness of a contract befors you
can afford to involve yourself in financial commitments
heyond your personal capacity.

¥rs. Risfler joins me in sending you our best gre-t-
ings. Te both hope that you will be mést successful in
Sarasota.

Sincerely,

Winfield W, Riefler
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P,0.Box 608,

Saresota, Fla,

Jan, 21 1939,

Dear Mr, Reifler;

Mr Roberts was here in Florida the first
of the Year with Mr Beek, and finaly deeided on the kind
of house Mr Roberts wants to build. He deeided to let me
buiid it on a pereentege bases rather tham a streight
contraet, During the short stay we went over the meny things
relating the work, one of them whieh was Mr Bocek woulid
draw up & form of contract and senJit to me to sign.

In the mean time I have gone eshead and
eontraeted for ail materiels, and have the foundations
ready for the strueture, but to date have not reeieved
the eontraet.

Confidentialy ean you tell me snything
ebout Mr Roberts finsneial ability, I do not went to
embarrass Mr Roberts, and eam not efford to get into
diffieulties my sedif,

I wiil appreeiate greatly your opinion

on this matter,

Yours sineerely,

A ol Wl
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Pebruary 6, 1979

Dear Henry:

Weloome to the Western Worldl We are all looking
forward to seeing you with the greatest of anticipations.
I can't give you the full 1lat of the people hers who
send their love, dut they include Stewart, Warren, Dorothy,
the Flexners and innumerable Princeton people who have

heard of your coming.

Sincerely,

Winfield W. Riofler

Professor Henry Clay
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
180 EAST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

Februaxy 18, 1940
Dear Win:

The other day Professor Panofsky, as representative
of the Institute Faculty, brought me a beautiful volume which
had once belonged to President Gilman and which the Johns Hop-
kins Trustees had given our group that it might belong to me -
"The first Director from the first Faculty". None of you
can fathom the depths to which I am stirred by this touching
and beautiful act. To President Gilman I owe more than
anyone but myself can ever know; to you and yowr colleagues,
as well as to the Founders of the Institute, I owe the oppor-
tunity to see a dream realized. And you are one of those
whohave helped to achieve this miracle. Need I, can I, say
more? You must imagine for yourselfl the deep pleasure
which this remembrance gives me and the gratitude I feel to
those who have taken my dream, now a reality, into their
keeping.

Ever siuncerely,

Professor WinTieid W, Riefler Qbé\rt/%;h&__ :Z24¢LNL,’

Battle Court Road
Princeton, New Jersey

AF:ESB
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ABRAHAM FLEXNER
150 EAST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK CITY

September 18, 1944

Dear Win:

I have just heard from Mrs. Bailey that you have
returned home and have started with Dorothy to spend as a long
a period as possible at Cape Cod. I don't suppose that Dorothy
has told you anything about her love affairs in your prolonged
absence any more than you are telling her about your misadventures
in London, Well, let an iron curtain drop over everything that
happened preceding the fall of Paris, etc.,

I am delighted that you are once more in position
to resume your normal activities. I want very much to see you.
Can't you and Dorothy stop in New York on your way to Princeton
and have dinner or lunch with us? Just a postcard addressed
to us to 150 East 72nd Street telling us when you can come is all
the reply that this calls for.

As a matter of fact, we are zll just beginning to
realize what 1t means to have almost defeated the Germans.
From now on it will, I think, be easy-going.

Anne and I had & superb vacation in Canada - with
no heat and very little rein. The lzke was never lovelier
or more guiet, and mven under normel circumstances it is still
a lovely and lonely place.

¥iith affectionate greetings to you all from us both,

Ever sincerely ypur friend,

Mr., Winfield W, Riefler C2‘3:
Orleans, Cape Cod - /
Massachusetts
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