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STATEMENT BY CHAIRMAN DOUGLAS ON THE RELEASE OF THE COMMITTEE'S REPORT 

The Chairman released the following statement: 

The minority of our Committee have engaged, in their views on 
this Report and previously in their views on the special study of 
the Committee on Employment, Growth, and Price Levels, in charges 
of extreme partisanship and have used some very intemperate language 
with respect to our Committee Report. We have been accused of 
political blackmail, of disregarding freedom, and of using phony 
figures. We shall leave it to the public to decide who has engaged 
in "extreme partisanship" and who has used intemperate language. 

There are in fact very serious differences of opinion between 
and among us. It is my view that in a political democracy we should 
express differences of opinion about economic matters which actually 
exist. Otherwise the public remains uninformed about the issues 
before the country, party lines and party responsibility are obscured, 
and the political environment suffers from the absence of criticism 
which is necessary in a functioning and vital democracy. 

What the Minority wants us to do is to put our stamp of approval 
on the President's Budget, Economic Report, and economic policies. 
Since we disagree with these policies it is better that we express 
that disagreement and the reasons for it so that the people and the 
country may decide these issues for themselves. 

At the same time we have observed those limits on criticism 
which are necessary, namely that they are in good temper, sincere, 
and that they avoid personal abuse of individuals. We believe we 
have done this better than the Minority. 

But we cannot agree with the President's economic policies. 

—Unemployment for 1959, a so-called prosperous year, 
averaged 5.5 percent. This is almost the same figure as 
in the recession year of 1954 when it averaged 5.6 percent. 
This is a serious problem and we do not intend to sweep it 
under the rug. 

--The economy has grown at a rate of only 2.3 percent 
between 1953 and 1959. We have had two recessions. This 
rate is below the historical average. It is about half the 
potential of our economy, and it is considerably below that 
achieved by Western European nations and especially the 
Russians. This rate of growth is inadequate and may mean 
the difference between doing those things which are vital 
to our defense abroad and our welfare at home or not doing 
them. 
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—In the last two years our price levels have been as 
stable as at any time in our history* Yet this is the tine 
when the Administration renewed its fight on "inflation/1 

The consequences have been a slow rate of growth, a high 
level of unemployment, and the highest interest rates in 
some 35 years* 

— The Presidents Budget and Economic Report fall well 
below those levels of maximum employment and production 
called for in the Employment Act. Employment for 1960 will 
probably average close to 5 percent for the year* 

These facts could be swept under the rug* This is primarily what 
our minority colleagues wish us to do* When we point them out in tem
perate language we are accused of "extreme partisanship*ff 

and extensive 
Curiously enough, some of the most bitter/remarks have been made 

by a member of our Committee who has not attended a single hearing or 
a single meeting of the Committee since he has been a member* 

In thi6 day of "moderation11 and competition for the "middle of the 
road," responsible comment, unfortunately, is too often confused with 
irresponsible or destructive criticism* 

We believe in a vigorous debate of the issues* This is healthy and 
constructive. Platitudes to put people to sleep will not help either our 
country or its people. 
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