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HINUTES OF BOAERD MERETING
Jenuary 22, 1943, 11:00 Ae Mo
Bast Wing, White House

Presents The Director (Presiding)
Hre Viekard

Yre Jones

Miss Perkins

ire Bell (Acting Seeretary of the Treasury)
ire Smith

lire Eocles

kre Mollutt

Mre. Davis

Hre Brown

lire Flanders
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Hiss Perkins poisted out that the aversge straight time daily wage
common labor in industry ie §5.08., Mr. Davis expressed the opinion that

be impossible to radse farm weges to the level prevalling in industry.
Bvidently, he seid, the furmer believes that he iz wneble %o pay higher wages,
end to doublo hiz wags bill would not solve the problaem,

Mr, Hellutt agreed thet wage incresses alone would not solwve the problem,
but contended that such incresses were indigpensible to s solution.

55

¥r, Wickard peinted oul that, while ferm wages are still low, they
have ineressed substantlally since 1936, lNr. Hcllutt sdmitted that this 12 true
but also pointed out that ferw incous hes incressed far more than form wages, the
gsp between the two having widened stesdily sinee 1939,

$r, VWieckerd stated that we are running short of manpower, and that
agriculture has slways constituted s regidmal suyply of surplus lsbor, btut thet
these ressrves huve now besn exhausted.

The Diveetor inquirsd vhether the importation of Hesicen lsbor had been
considered, Nr, lcNutt stated in reply thet substantiel musbers of Hexicans would

be imported, with a guarsnteed wage of 30 cents
whicheover is higher, Mpmmomhustdmwﬁomm

ment.

Hr., Wickerd also stated thet the lmportation of Behumen lsber into Flor-
ida is mm«wmmu“mm
with the Department of Agriculture te domestic workers unles: assured thet

Bshaman labor will also be brought in, Wr. Wickerd expres:ed the opinion that the
reason for this was that the growers belleved Bahanen lsbor woulé be move doeile.

' ‘The Director expres:ed the opinion that wo must use all aveilable sources
of sup ly, and thet the importation of Bahsmsn lsbor would free manpower for other
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t only incantivs
sgriculture and %o farm labor. He polnted cut thet the furmer is now mors pros~
y and yat wo fece & shortege of sssentiel
fouds and fibers. The real threst is & senss of future insscurity, baséd upom &
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threatened shortage of labor regardless of wages, upon the shortage of machinery
and the rationing of certain essentiel supplios. :

mmmz.mﬂ -uuutnxuﬁ-w:luct
MuMhm ties to recruit and train women for this
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