
NEW OBJECTIVES
We look forward to securing, through planning and cooperative action, a greater freedom for the American people. Great changes

have come in our century with the industrial revolution, the rapid settlement of the continent, the development of technology, the
acceleration of transportation and communication, the growth of modern capitalism, and the rise of the national state with its
economic programs. Too few corresponding adjustments have been made in our provision* for human freedom. In spite of all these
changes, that great manifesto, the Bill of Rights, has stood unshaken a hundred and fifty years. And now to the old freedoms we
must add new freedoms and restate our objectives in modern terms.

Freedom of speech and expression, Freedom to worship, Freedom from want, and Freedom from fear:
These are the universals of human life.
Any new declaration of personal rights, any translation of freedom into modern terms applicable to the people of the United

States here and now must include:

Tl. The right to work, usefully and creatively through the productive years;

1T2. The right to fair pay, adequate to command the necessities and amenities of life in exchange for work,
ideas, thrift, and other socially valuable service;

T3. The right to adequate food, clothing, shelter, and medical care;

T4. The right to security, with freedom from fear of old age, want, dependency, sickness, unemployment,
and accident;

Y5. The right to live in a system of free enterprise, free from compulsory labor, irresponsible private
power, arbitrary public authority, and unregulated monopolies;

f6. The right to come and go, to speak or to be silent, free from the spyings of secret political police;

f7. The right to equality before the law, with equal access to justice in fact;

1T8. The right to education, for work, for citizenship, and for personal growth and happiness; and

f9. The right to rest, recreation, and adventure; the opportunity to enjoy life and take part in an advancing
civilization.

These rights and opportunities we in the United states want for ourselves and for our children now and when this war is over.
They go beyond the political forms and freedoms for which our ancestors fought and*which they handed on to us, because we live in a
new world in which the central problems arise from new pressures of power, production, and population, which our forefathers did
not face•

Their problem was freedom and the production of wealth, the building of this continent with its farms, industries, transporta-
tion, and power; ours is freedom and the distribution of abundance, so that there may be no unemployment while there are adequate
resources and men ready to work and in need of food, clothing and shelter. It is to meet this new turn of events, that the new
declaration of rights is demanded. But in formulating these new rights, we are not blind to the obligations which go with every
right, obligations of the individual to use well his rights and to insist on the sqme rights for others, and obligations of the
community to support and protect the Institutions which make these rights actual. We believe that the American people are ready to
assume these obligations and to take the private and the public action they impose.

( P r o a " N a t i o n a l R e s o u r c e s D e v e l o p m e n t , " r e p o r t o f t h e N a t i o n a l R e s o u r c e s P l a n n i n g B o a r d t r a n s m i t t e d t o t h e C o n g r e s s b y t h e p r e s i d e n t o n J a n u a r y 1 4 , 1 9 4 2 . )Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis




