Internal Memorandum

Papers of Arthur Ballantine

Miss Shaw, Mr. Ballantiné"s secretary, is a stout fussy woman who
has been with Mr. Ballantine'more than thirty years and knows what is
in his papers"better than he does. She had been through his files and
had culled a few items of interest to the Committee, inciuding all the
speechés made while he was Assistent or Under Sedretary of the 'Treasury,

@ correspondence with Eccles‘about a speech in which Mr. Ballantine nientioned
Eccles, corresﬁondence with President Roosevelt ai)out delaying Mr,
Ballantine's msi@tion when the Democrats came in in 1933, and a copy
of the original memorandum presented to Mr. Roosevelt by Mr. Woodin,
Mr. Davison, and Mr, Balléntine on March 7, 1933, on the subject of
reopening the banks., This last memorandum is annotated in Mr. Ballantine's
‘writing and in what Miss Shaw thinks is M:'_; Roosevelt's hand. She is,'ﬁaving
a photostat made of it for this Committee. |

@ | Miss vShaw was interested in the Committee's effoi-ts to see that

| collections of papers, such as those of Mr. Ballantine, é.re deposited

vhere they can be used by historians. She was distressed to hear of the
loss of Mr. Kent's papers and will, I think, jealously guard Mr. Ballantine's
papers. She ﬁrged upon me several pieces of material which I did not accept, -
saying that we ‘wou.ld prefer to have Mr. Ballantine's papers remain intact
until placed a’.q a unit at the disposal of scholars. Mr. Ballantine, according
to his devoted secretary, does not really know what he. has in his files and
does not SilOW any particular interest in his papers, except for a few special

lefters and memoraxida, such as letters from Secretaries Woodin and Mills
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thanking him for his services to the TreaSury, and the memorandum on the
reopem.ng of banks in 1933 , mentioned above.

Mr. Ballantine was Bolicitor—General of the United States when the
first Interna.l Revenue Code was drafted. At least this is what Miss
Shaw seys though I may have miaunderstood her.. At any :t'ate, he was
fespoﬁsible for drafting the first.income»tax forms aﬁd there is material
'in his files on this subject.

I saw three file cabinets in Mr, Balla’ntine's office and Miss Shaw

@ » indicated that one of them was almost full of pepefs relating to his
public s_ervices. In additien he has a set of 4:1&137'—-“!:1vy--(‘ia.y't memora.nda written
during thevbenkingvcrisis of 1933, This.set, whose volﬁme I do not know,
is at his apartment.

tMiss Shaw did not react faworably to my suggestion that Miss Adams
call on Mr.‘ Ballantine this summe:'rb at OySter,Ba;u; Lopg Island. She hasi
’promlsed to call me in September when.Mr. Ballantlne returns to the city.
I suggested that Miss Adams wr:Lte him then, asklng for an appointment, and

@ : this suggest:.on chd meet with approva}.

I told Miss Shaw about Dr. Ghandler's book, saying that Mr. Ballantine
inight have memqrieé o‘f Mr.‘Strvong. I aiso told her of the projected financial
library center at Columbia. She wes most interested in both these idea.e » Vis-a~vis
Mr. Ballantine, but will not discuss them with him. She is devoted to her

emplojer.

ece

Mr.-Ballantine was asked 'by the Oral History peopzd at Columbia to. discuss:the
Banking CI‘J.S:LS of 1933. He refused, possibly because he did not feel su.fficiently v

ugorous “for the effort, also I sensed because he did not wish to -talk so much about it
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