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I appreciate this opportunity te talk with you tonight. You
women broadcasters who are in daily contact with millions of homes occupy
a key place in thes mobilization of individusal effort and devotion to help

avert starvation. You played a valiant part in the management of food
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which was s0 outstanding a part of America's wartime program. Now you
continuing in this crucial battle of the peace -- the fight sgainst nun-

e
[T

Arocund the globe today more peopls are hungry, more zre threat-

ened with death, mors are unabls to work because of lack of food then ever

before in the memory of living men.

The people in country aflter country have now used up the stocks
of food they preoducsd in 145, Only imports from the rost of the world will

carry them through until thelir own 1948 harvests come in.

The United States has the largest single stock of exportable wheat
and fets -~ the basic fcode for famine relief -- in the world today. Therec-
fore, to this country falls a larece part of the duty of fesding the afflicted.
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This country ot courss cennot carry the wnele loasd. All countries with ex-
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portable supplies must contribute. Even if all of them do their utmost, the
supplics of cereals and fats will not be larze cnough to avert famine com-
pletely. There still will be suffering. There still will be death. There
still will be lowered workingy eftviciency. In the circumstsnccs 1t is up to
Amcricens -- and ell other peoples ~- to set aside every bushel of #rain,

every pound of fat that can be obtained, so that it may be uscd to kecp
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people alive. Vi can't eat and waste all our wheat; we can't eat and we
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2ll our butter and lard and olco; snd at the same tims lesave enoush to keep

our neirhsors elive. But reducing our own use of grain =nd fsts, ond by

shipping the food we arc committud to ship, we can szve lives end build
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.¢e and recovery in the world. I we fail, we insure unrest aznd retard
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As the stupendous size of the famine emergency became plain early
in 1946, President Truman and his lieutensnts in the Governmentel agenciles
which deal with food matters moved to meke sure that the commitments of the
United States arc met in this period of crisis. This country has undertaken
to ship 6 million tons of wheat in the first six months of the yesr. This
is half of the worldt's exports for the period, It is far more than we nor-
mslly ship in & whole export year. Because of the hesvy demend for wheet
in this country,; and thu relativcly short supply, it will tske sclf-denial
by consumers, rostriction of livestock fweding, end cutting down the year-

end carryover to an unusueally low wmount to reach this goal,

The Governmenl has tsken a number of steps aimed to get whest on
the ships for export. The President on WMarch 1 appointed the Famine Emer-
gency Committee to help the Governmental sgencics mobilize the irdividual
effort and self-denisl of consumers who will have to change their cating
heblts and foreszo some of their sccustomed amounts of cereals and fats in
order to get the c¢xport job done¢. The Famins Emergency Committee is not
asking for severse socrifice at the Americon femily's table. Ve have in

this country c¢nough and to spare to kecp up health end strensth, All thet

is required is that we meke greater use of the plentiful foods and go easier

¢

on wheat and fats.

By early April it had become plain ¢
net put enough whest and fats on the ships in time to ward off famine in
the weeks immediately shead. Henee the Government moved to get the gralr
off" the farms into Governmment hands by a special certificate and borus
plan for the eerly merketing of whezt end of corn. Fuarmers sre reeponding

well, I was in Washington carlicr this week snd talked with Secretary of
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Agriculture Anderson and his saidss who had just returned from a2 visit to
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rain regions where they talked at first hand with the people who will
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have to do this job -~ the farmers and the farmer committecmenes Secretary
Andercson, ¥r. Shields of the Froduction aend Meorketing Administratior, and
othsrs who were on the tour were greatly heartened by their experieunce.
They returncd hopeful that foarmers will deliver from 100 to 110 million
bushels of wheat in time to get it on the ships before July 1. They ars

hepeful, too, that the corn will come in quickly too.

If 110 million bushels of wneot do come in =nd do go on the ships,
we will heve met our shipping goals. This smount, combined with what has
besn shipped in the first four months of the yeor will put us over the top

in this drive against femine.

Now this hope of the Govirament officers in cherge of goetting the
grain is heartening. But it mey cause some people to think there 1s no

longer necd for selfi-denial on the part of consumers. This is not so, The

feets of the matter are that 1f we do send 110 million more bhushels of wheat

abrond on its mission of mercy, we shall hsve to deny curselves rigorously
3,

hore at home., The stocks here ar: not blg snough to allow us to =at wheat

as we hove buen eating

it, to feed wheat 2s we have been foeding it, and
still send the requisite amounts overseas. In the next two months we shall

heve the shortest supplies of flour snd bread and other whoot products thet

we have se¢en in many yoeers. In the interest of equitable distribution among
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all cur people, thoss who cen ¢o ¢asy on whest products must do so. Hzevy
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workers, low income familics, growing children ought to have the first call
on the limited supply. In good conscivnce all of us whose incomes permit
our making use of othor foods in place of whest products, and whose physical

exértion in our dally work is lizht encuzgh that we do not nsed to vat heav-

ily of cereals for snergy from now on will foregzo our accustomsd amounts.



In short, the larzer the shipments abroad the greater the nced
for self-denial at home. Pleasce explain this thoroughly snd often to the

homemakers who comprise your sudiences.

One other matter which has puzzled some people should also be ex-
nlained. This is the relaticnship between meeting our sxport goals =nd con-
sumer rationing by tickets or coupons. Some seem to essume that simply by
installing ticket rationing of bread we could assure mecting the gouls,
Nothing could be farther off the mark. Consumer rationing is the end pro-
duct of the process by which you cut down domestic supplics in order to in-

crease exports. It is not the starting point. Think through what we did

with food during the war snd you will understand it.

Take meat. VWhen our army began to grow to its wartime stature,
znd our allivs called for meat, it became plain that there wasn't enough
meat being produced (althougn output wes stepped up enormously) to supply
civilians with what they could buy and =lsc to feed our troops snd our al-
os and our ellies. Ve did it. How? Well,
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liegs. We had to feed our troo
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we set aside at the packing plants the meat required for oversces shipmen
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znd for use in the militeary cemps here in the United States. This left for
civilians here at homs far less than they would buy with their incomes at
that time &t the prices set by the control messures. In the absesnce of ra-
tloning thosc with the most money or the most time to shop would pot more
than thoir fair shere. Therefore, in order to divide the meat fairly among

the people we instslled rotioning. But rationing did not producs the mest

for military use 2nd export. That was done by set-asides.

Pleasc cxplain then to your listeners that the wheat problem in
these famine months is being handled so as to make sure that we pot the

wiheat and flour on ships heeded to the hungry lands. The Government is



buying wheat {or export. The CGovermment hsas limited the deliveries of flour
from the mills into domestic trade. The Government has limited inventories
of whent snd flour. All these mcasurcs are intended to procurc the wheat
end flour to ship abroad. As =znd if they work, the domestic supply is re-
duccd. This reduction in supply will continue only for a matter of wecoks
undsr the present orders. If tast is the limit of the operation there is
not time to install tickst rationing to consumers so we will heve to share

voluntarily.

There is every evidence that the people of Americe arc resolutely
in this fight against famine. The Faminc Emergency Csmpaizn has recoived
o flood of letters outlining plens snd offering su

zostlons to increase con-
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se¢ letters can be traced to the stimulation
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servation of food. Many of the

of radio broadcasts.

There arc still some who are not fully aware of the sxtent of
suffering =nd hunger abrozad. There ars still some who do not see thaot those
in need are our neighbors, sven though they live on the other side of the
world; that we can neither stand silently by, nor be content to give less

than enough to save our neighbors from starvetion; thet the first step

toward bullding =2 peacsful world is to bring food to thess hungry poeople.

There arc others in your audiences who realize the neod and who
have o doep sympathy for the distressed pesople. But these listenvrs need
deily reminders. Others need help in the way of sugzestions for conserving

food end ideas for using plentiful foods in the place of greins and futs

snd oils. Your practicsl, down-to-carth tips snable ti skcrs to

do = bebter job of comssrvation, while keeping their fomilies well fed.

Though the food shortage will be the most criticel within the next

fow weeks, it will continuc in some degree through the following months.



In addition to conserving food, we must slso produce it on the largest
possible scanle. To this end, the farmers of the United States have raised
their production gzoals to sn unprecedented pescetime level end Vietory
eerden leaders have sgein mobilized their forces with 20 million gerdens

~g the 1846 gosal.

ind oncc aguin, it is important theat the surplus from these ger-
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dens bs saved. Your help
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¢ canning, freezin
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storing this food, ond to supply information as to the best methods of con-

scervaetion to bz used.

So it is, that the woman brosdecaster is in « strztegic posifion
to point up--drimsticelly--the need for = notionwide, day-by-day production
rnd conservation progrem to continue os long ns femine thrcatens the world.
You are in e position to interprot to the women of this nstion tho actions
the Government is teking to specd up shipmnents of food abroad. You know
how to moke suggestions clearly and psrsussively that will mesn food pro-

duced snd food saved in overy home where you are & radio visitor.

You sre an important liak in the chain that will carry food to
desperately hungry people the world over. kay your own profund convietions
on the supremc importance of this task onable you to perform it brilliantly

end magnificently. ¥Ve are counting on you,



