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WORLD FOOD AND CONSERVATION

Less than seven years have passed since the Friends of the Land was
organized as a non-partisan, non-profit society dedicated tc the conservation
of land, water and mane. Looking back, it scems like a century, so much has
heppened. Organized humsn society has had another warning - which may be its
last ~ that mants social and economic and political development is lagging
thousands of years behind his scientific and technelogical progress. e havse
taken a long stride nearer to an answer to the guestion whether, after all,
men is going to be able to mastsr the machines he has built beforc they des=
troy him-- and only those of purest fuith ave confidsnt of an affirmative snswer
to that question.

These intervening years have seen miracles of food production wrought
by American agriculture, with the help of the beneveclent Providence which dis-
penses weathor. With only 15 psrcent of the nationt's labor force in their ranks,
the farmers of the United States brourht food production 30 percent above the
pro-war level and held it there. During the war the fecod and fiber sustaincd
our armed forces and those of our Allies, and helped keep civilian life going
in friendly lands abread.

Then aftsr five years of war had exhausted fcod stores abrosd, and
general drought had teemed up with war's exhoustion to cut world food pro-
duction by one—ecighth in 1945, it was the food production of the United States,
perticularly our wheat, that playzd a major part in averting the mass starvation
that threatened meny millicns of the earth's populaticns

In treating this subject toduy, I went first to deal briefly with the
1646 famine crisis, and then T want to take a look at some longer range questions

which the current battle with stervation has raised,
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oils, mects, duiry products, =wnd cther foods., I

plishrnient, dus to the splsndid coopor.:

the press and rodic

Once more forbtuns hos smilsd on our fuarms sna ficlds.
crop und wheot crop hiove sst new records. The world noeds what we cun spurs

from this abundrncs. Its femirs crisis has not wndod. Even with fevorable

o
=
jt
&
ot
et
ct
-~

wether sbread, it will not 1947 ecreops ure rzedy te ezt. Supplies

[

3
=
5
[un
o
<

in the four princip= cxporting countries this ssuzsoun »ro wctu:lly less
then they wers lust yeir; a 260 million buchel increase in produstion wis offs.t
by = 450 million bushel declins in th: supply corrisd ovir.
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July is rot dungsrously lew as it ws this yosur, thers will bs no whint for us to

wo.ste. Thore will not be or uwh toop crovnd if we ert it ond fecd it 1nd use it
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share the wheat is not zs apparent
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s naith-r sirpl: vor <5y, but ths 3 b hesn't really

bren tacklsd vet, Thire is nizd for the ke.ow-hew in producirg, st ring, trons-
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prriing, sund yrocessing Pood. This we ars oble o cunply znd it is in cur lmg-

run intersst fc dc it,  dven th ugh thoir products ore ruch liks our <wn, 11
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if it will be long. Fireizn countrics w where they can pay

For it with thoir exports, pref: nct tospend 211 thedr dollar cxchange for

our wheat and lard 1f they can uss it to ouy simo of cur nechinis,



I cdc not b:lisve that in tie

C umers in this country to cut cown P odniry pro
meot, na piultry in favor of 2 diet iitn corenls. On

contrery, if industrial procuctin and employment r

o accclerated trend the comsump
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versifiec diet. It is truc thst ¢n cecre oF vhest

oo - o e
tective Doods, and o more d

will keo2p 10 te 13 times os muny peapls 2live oo

mzat, but if sur people can cormmend thoe incom-

milk, frash fruits ond vegetsbles, and the Amiricon farmeors will be sbls to
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prcduce plenty cf thise things,

Fer we haven't yet begun to uss cur soil res urces to their best ad-
ventipge in the United Stotrs. e knew hiow to do o mwen bettor job thar we wre
but too mery f us ors like ths
cttend 2 s:1l comserveti-n waating by s
to hser thet young wen tolk shout frrming

know ow to now.

5 should be greowing on hundreds +f th usands of hills and

slcpes which are n-w row-cropped but sre too staesp for safe farming. The adr

there., Limes

badly need lime, We have zntrmrus deprsits of phesphnte rrck in the Herthwsst

thet have never been touched, =nd ysot much of ~ur pasturs 2nd crop lund is

sturving for phisph=tus.

Je hove en-ugh 1dle conitel and ths prtontical lobor in this country
£ : t

to build a reveluti-n in forming methids, snd bri now vitelity ond viger to

acrcss the ridele +nd s uth.rn bilts, «ll-ysor-round posture syst.oms

vostly increnzsd numbers of livestock ez bs maintiin




New capital invested in comolzts prooras of 3011 2nd w tor monagemont prys
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rich r¢turns in inersascd procuctin ~nd lover urit costs.  Reesutly tle 3-il

Censervation Service conducted o survey of 9,348 forms

United States on which complste form progroms bos2d n propsr use f lond znd
weter had been adupteod. Thess farms showed an inerecse <f 35,77 in the averuge
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annual preducticn -f all major crops, and an incrzese of 25.60% in the number of

Gairy cows ond 38.2% in the numbsr of beef cattle curried on these ferms.

In an experiment in %Western Kentucky, csrrisd cut on
pasture lots since 1929, pasturss trez2ted with lime srnd phesphzte have produced

cvor thres

times the amount of bzef g-in psr zcere snd at less than cne-third the
cost per pound, than untrented pasture with identical steaing.

An Arkonsas exparim:snt has deminstreotsd o goin in beel producticn per
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acre of 103 pounds por sensen us % result of mowing pastures clone. Thess

ravin't mans
have destreoyed o hundreac wmillicn or more scres o nes

going ahead blindly wiesting more of it. s

raplacing them, and even thrugh

human beings that f:ed on thsm ere d:zficisnt

Thirs 1s n> senss in gotiing sver prospietive inubility of
Americen farms to produce in abundance =1l th: fcod this nation will recuirs,
wheon evin now we have not begun to us: cur soil resources te “ur best nutionol
advantage.

e know how to step s.il ercsicn; we heve the lims, the phosvhirus,

the nitrogen, and we hove, or c=n gzet, the ~ther mineral
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huzalthy s~ils, Peoor lond preons poor peeple, 2nd tur lend dioes not neec to be
perr.  Healthy s:il meuns howlthy pecple, sand we con hove henlthy soil i we

are willing to work for it and to pay for it.
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The world will not move in the direction of fuller use of its food
rescurces except as it progresscc in world ccoperstion and organization, The
Food end Agriculture Orgsnization of the United Notlons has the opportunity
and the obligaticn to move forward in thet field., Orgerizcd cooperation will
be necessary at home, too, in crder te mest the tremendous problems cof adjust-
ment that lie ahead. The pesce time world may not require billion bushel
wheat crops from us but it will require many other forms of food that can be
absorbed in higher standcrds of living,

In conclusion: I have been surprised to realize, ag I have been
talking to you, how frequently that word "cooverste" has cropped upe That is
because it is the keynote of sctisfectory human behaviore The inhabitants of
this planet are going to have to practice internstional coopsration, nct just
intermittently and by jerks, but eternally end with ceaseless vigilance, if
civilized mnd organized institutions of mankind are to be saved from destruction.
It is so with fcod - access to which is so essential to the peace of the worlde
We of the United States have much to share and contribute, but it isn't a
cne=nation job cor responsibility - it is a number cne subject for world co-
operation, and I em privileged to be able to discuss it with the Friends of
the Land, and with their fricnds here in Omaha today in the very heart of

agricultural America.
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