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Department s t o r e s a l e s dec l ined i n A p r i l a f t e r allowance f o r t h e usua l 
seasonal change. The a d j u s t e d index i s est imated a t 122 per cent of t he 19U7-U9 
average, compared with 127 f o r March and 122 f o r Apr i l l a s t y e a r . Total d o l l a r 
s a l e s i n March and Apr i l were 2 per cent g r e a t e r t h i s year t han l a s t . 

Index of department s t o r e s a l e s 1 / 
191+7-1+9=100 

Adjusted f o r seasonal v a r i a t i o n 
Without seasonal adjustment 

1957 
Apr. 

e 122 
e 122 

Mar. 

127 
106 

1956 
Feb. Apr. 

125 122 
97 113 

WEEKLY DEPARTMENT STORE SALES 

Federal Reserve 
Percentage change from corresponding pe r iod a year ago 

.four weeks J an . 1 
D i s t r i c t One week ending ending t o 

May U | Apr. 27 | Apr. 20 | Apr. 13 May ii May Ij. 

Boston - 2 ~ 2 +17 + 7 + 5 + 2 
New S-erk + 6 ' - 1 +11 +11 + 6 + k 
Phi lade lph ia + 6 + 1 +13 +11 + 7 + 2 
Cleveland + 6 +13 +10 - 3 + 7 0 

Richmond + 5 r+19 +23 +17 +16 t S 
A t l a n t a + 8 r 0 r+20 +21 +12 + 1 
Chicago +1k + 2 +13 + 9 + 9 + 3 
S t . Louis + 7 + 6 +10 + 9 + 8 0 

Minneapolis 1 +13 + 7 ^ +20 + 1 +10 + 3 
Kansas C i ty + 7 r+ 3 r+ 8 r+ 6 + 6 0 
Dal las - 3 - 9 +17 + 1 + 1 - 2 
San Francisco + k r 0 + 8 + 4 + k + 1 

U. S. Tota l + 7 + 3 +13 + 7 + 8 1 + 2 

U . S . weekly index, wi thout seasonal ad jus tment , 19l+7-li9=100 3 / 

1957 1956 1955 
Apr. 6 113 Sp r . 7 10h Opr. 9 122 
Apr. 13 122 Apr. 1U 11U -Apr. 16 103 
Apr. 20 128 Apr. 21 113 Apr. 23 112 
Apr. 27 123 Apr. 28 119 Apr. 30 120 
May k 13k May 5 125 May 7 13k 

r—Revised . " ' e—Estimated. 
1 / Monthly indexes r e f e r t o d a i l y average s a l e s i n ca lendar month. Apr i l 1957 f i g -
u res es t imated from weekly s a l e s . Apr i l t h i s year had one more t r a d i n g day than las t . 
2 / During A p r i l changes from a year ago r e f l e c t the f a c t t h a t l a s t year E a s t e r was 
on A p r i l 1 whi le t h i s year i t was on A p r i l 21. . For t h i s reason i t i s e s t ima ted t ha t 
in comparison with l a s t year an allowance should be made f o r an i n c r e a s e i n s a l e s 
of about 8 per cent f o r t h e month of A p r i l as a whole. These allowances apply t o 
the f i g u r e s f o r the United S t a t e s . 
3 / For d e s c r i p t i o n and weekly indexes f o r t h e per iod January 1937 t o March 1952 see 
Federa l Reserve B u l l e t i n f c r A p r i l 1952, pp . 359-362. Indexes f o r the per iod Apr i l 
1952 to da te may be obta ined upon reques t from the Divis ion of Research and S t a -
t i s t i c s . -

Weekly indexes a t t h e d i s t r i c t and c i t y l e v e l s are publ ished by severa l of t h e 
Federa l Reserve Banks. 
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