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_ -DEPARTLENT STORE CREDIT-

) Ins.talmenc accou.nts outstan at. department stores rose slightly during
August, and’ at.the end of the month were arouhd three~fourths above the year~ago .
levels Collections on instalment accounts.wefe “down one per cent, and the ratio-of
collegtions to instalment accounts outstandmg oh the'first of August was unchanged
at.28iper cent. At the current rate of repayment mstalment acccunts .would be
outstandmg, on the average, aooup su months.

Charge accounts. rece:waole remamed at .the 1eve1 of the preceding month,
and were 15 per cent larder than at the end of August 19664 Collections on charge
accounts vere redu(-ed substantially, and the August collection ratio of 51 per cent
vas: tvio points lowel- than in July., The average repayment period for charge. accounts
outz andmg in'Ausust was nearly two months.

. Botn cash and credit sales showed less than the usual exnans*on from
July té hugust. Cash sales, accounting for 56 per cent of the total, vere 16 per-
cent less then a year earlier. Instalment sales showed a year-to-year gam of
31 per cent, while charge-account sales fell below ‘the vear-ago volune for the
first time since June 19LL.

Department Store Sales, Acc_{)\i _Repeivable and Collections

S | ‘Pércertage change from:-
Lo duly 1947 | August 1946
R - to -

e U SR
M .. August 3947 | August 1947
Sales during nonth : Lo . L v
Cash o e e ) -16
Ingtalment . . R N s : 15 N3l
Charge account T B o#10. 7 . =5
L . \ 9 . : P
Accounts recelvable, end of month X o L ! X
Instalment accounts NIRRT R EEL R S S 77
Charge accounts . I oo 0] +15
Collections during month . 7 o
Instalment accounts ' +h2
+ 7

Charge accounts . ) . =15

Ratio of collections during month to accounts receivable_ at beginnir,g of month

Aug. July ©Aug.

2907 1917 1916
Inétalrent; accounts . PR 2‘8 28 .. 36
Cha.rge accounts O ST 53 59

Note.--"igures for August 19h7 are prehm:.nary and subject to revision.
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DEPARTLENT STORES - AUGUST 1947
T Cash and Credit Sales, by Federal Reserve Districts
R Indexesy 1901 average = 100
* Federal Cash _sale Instalrent salés Charge-account sales
ggser\.re Aug. July | Aug., | Aug, ] July .| Aug. aug, ] July | Aug.
District 19k7p | 19L7 | 19L6 | 19h7p | 1947 | 19k6. | 19L7p | 19L7 | 19L6
Boston 157 148 177 | 125 101 89 | 129 | 112 138
New York 168 .| 161 197 | 117 100 95 119 117 129
Philadelphia | 160 156 199 126- 99 - 88 133 . 7131 130
i Cleveland . 196 184 237 151 132 110 |- ‘162 19 177
: Richmond 171 .. 16k 206 105 81 89 152 132 163
Atianta 2L7 218 325 120 116 101 187 | 150 20k
Chicago 201 195 2L5 118 11h 90 154 16 165
t. Louis 209 196 260 15k 139 126 160 1.8 182
. linneapolis 255 220 270 | 129 | ‘113 1LG. 167 w6 | 165
Kansas City 233 250 329 188 - | "1L7 122 175 153 180
Dellas 282 253 365 . 183 182 136 222 185 235
San rrancisco| 250 221 278 137 123 99 196 |- 173 182
U. S. Total| 196 | 18L 233 130 |13 99 156 3 16L
/ : © ..
T Accounts Receivable and Collections, by Federal Reserve Districts
Accounts outstanding, end of month i o bioe w
. Federal Indexes; 16L1 average = 1CO Collection ratios %
Reserve Instalment Charge accounts Instalment Charge accounts
Tistrict Auge |July |hug. [iug. |July |Auge |Auge [July [Aug.|huge |July |Auge
. 19L7pl19L7 196 [19L7pliok7 [19L6 119L7pl1oL7 [19L6119L7p|19L7 119k6
Boston | g1 74| W7 | 136 [1k2 {228 22| 22| 26| LL| k5| 51
Hew York 79| 80| 501 133|138 | 16| 23| 22| 27| L1| L3} L7
Philadelphia | 81 | 78 | 39 | 138 | 1k5 | 111 | 26| 25| 35| SO | 53| 60
Cleveland 1C6 | 103 SC | 15L | 153 | 134 25 2L { 38 51 sly 59
" Richmond 7 720 51138 | 1Lkl | 117 | 22| 21| 29.| L | L5 sk
itlanta 97 92 S| 1Lk6 | 137 | 13k 26 251 3% Lo | . L1 L9
' Chicago 66| 65| L1 | 1Ls | 252|132 | L | L|so| 57| 61| 67
St. Louis 78 17 L9 | 159 | 156 | 13L 33 33 ] b2 55 5 66
_Linneapolis .| 90 | 87 i 65 | 160 | 1L9 } 118 | 32| 32 | L 53+ g6 | 71
Xansas City 0| 82 58 | 1L0 | 139 |-115 | 3L 35 sl 60| 72
tallas 100 | 9L | 59| 150 139 | 13k | 29 |- 29 | 31| ST ] 61| 61
San Francisco| 83 | 91 | L2 | 155 | k7 | 138 |: 31| LO| Lh| 634 65| 6k
U.S. Total] 8L | 83 ] L7 | 1Lks | 16| 127 | 28| 28| 36| 51| 53| 59

P - Prelmlr ATy

s+ = Collections during month as pe*‘centage of accounts recelvab"e at beginning of

, ronth.

- riotes

These data are based on reports of about L75 large departrent stores report-

ing sales by type of transaction, more than L0O having charge accounts and

abodt 300 having instalment accounts.
ﬁzrom the Division of Research and Statistics.
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