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DEPAKESffiNT STORE' CREDIT " - _• 

NOVEMBER 1-945 

Instalment accounts outstanding at department stores increased by 
somewhat more than the customary seasonal amount in November, and continued 
above the yeur-ago level. Collections on instalment accounts increased eight, 
per cent, resulting in a collection ratio of 39 per cent as compared with 
40 per cent- in the preceding month. Instalment accounts were collected in 
about four ifv".nths, approximately the same length of time as in.November 1944. 

Charge accounts receivable shewed more than usual seasonal increase 
in November, and were 11 per cent higher than in the corresponding month•last 
year. Collections increased considerably and the collection ratio rose to 
67 per cent, one point higher than in October. The average period charge 
accounts were outstanding was approximately 45 days, about the same average as 
for November a year ago. ' " • 

Gash and credit sales showed substantial gains over1, the October 
volumej as is usual in November. Cash sales, amounting to more than three-
fifths of the total, were up 11 per cent over the year-period. Charge-account 
sales also-were about one-tenth greater than a year ago, while instalment sales 
rose 7 per cent. • • . .. 

Department Store Sales* Accounts Receivable and Collections 

Percentage change from: 
October 1945 November 1944 

to to 
November 1945 November 1945 

Sales during month 
• Cash ; + 11 + 11 
Instalment +12 + 7 
Charge account +12 V + 11 

Accounts receivable, end of month 
Instalment accounts + 14 + 2 
Charge accounts +14 +11 

Collections during month 
Instalment a.ccounts . + 8 0 
Charge accounts . + 17 +10 

Ratio of collections during month to accounts receivable at beginning of month; 

Nov. Oct; --Nov. 
1945 1945 . 1944 

Instalment accounts 
Charge accounts 

39 
.67 

40 
65 

40 
67 
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DZPASTLISNT STORES NOTRSB2R 1945 

Cash and Credit Sales, by Federal Heserve Districts 

Indexes: 1341 average - 100 
I Cash sal Instalment s ales e-account sales 
; Nov. Oct. j Nov. Oct. 1 Nov. Nov. . Oct. 

1945 | 1944 ; 1345 1945 ' 1 1944 1945 1945 1944 

I 225 205 j 207 . 101 97 
i 

86 146 151 154 
212 | 204 119 105 112 149 132 

! 246 111 r99 109 151 159 
1 2:8 88. 62 83 , 170 152 
' 270 1 255 . 121 . 1 .92 111 | 167 155 ' 151 

i 526 ' 109 j 102 113 158 i 
257 ~ i 238 83 . 1 70 .60 I lt'7 1- 137 - 1 141 

265 ! 2,S2 109 r97 100 1 1 169 - 149 1 151 
Minneapolis 509 275 ' 255 131 117 . 99 : 162 141 139 
Kansas City . 358 r320 ! 520 104" rlOO . 88 153 rl45 145 . 
Dallas 425 418 3G6 112 rl25 87 211 199 187 
.San Francisco 554 285 3:9 75 57 73 178 143 158 

." U. S. Total 272 . 245 245 101 90 . 95 165 147 149 

Accounts receivable and Collocticns, by Federal Reserve Districts 

Accounts c ut standinr. end of zonth 
-> Indcxas; 1941 average- - 1 00 Collection ratios 

Reserve Ins talme nt Charge accounts ' Ir stalmont Charge accounts. 
-District Nov. Oct. !Nov. Nov. Oct. Nov. Nov.' Oct. Nov. Oct. Nov. 

1945 1945 1944 1945 1945 1944 ' 1945 1945 1944 1945 1945 1944 

Boston 4b 29 40 116 105 | 10c • . 31 " • 22 56 58 58 C9 " 
Ne;v York 47 41 48 105 92 • 06 " 54 ' 34 33 58 56 58 
"Philadelphia 40 54 41 120 105 111 42 44 • 4:i 6/7 66 66 
C: -/vol and 41 56 . 40 118 105 104 , 4 0 45 40 66 65 67 
Ei-?h:o:nd 48 45 47 109 95 99 55 35. 55 60 61 60 
At la 46 42 45 114 104 106 37 57 • 56 54 56 , 56 
Chicago " 55 29 54, 119 102 104 45 44 - 52 75 75 .75 

59 24 119 -106 106 49 . 48 4 6 72 71 72 
Nim.o-.iclis 53 45 47 104 r92 90 ' 50 54 46 81 79 81 

47 r59 41 102 95 95 48 r52 49 75 77 74 
hv•• 45 41 55 120 112 104 55 59 28 67 67 63 
... 7;t r.c. s :b j 23 50 ' 54 109 - 90 99 '45 45 42 7 5 75 75 

v.. Tctalj 41 36 | 40 | 115 99 102 30 40 40 67 • 66 67 

* - " — "'-ccs du.rl'nr month as per cant of" accounts receivable at beginning cf 

about 475 ler^e department stores rencrt-
more than. 400 Iv.v 1 charjs accounts and 
its. Back figures ray be obtained on 
irch and Statistics. Digitized for FRASER 
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