
1. Industrial production, capacity, and utilization 
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(table 5). In contrast, utilization for nondurable manufacturing was revised up. Printing and publishing and also 
furniture and fixtures are examples of industries in which revised production indexes led to revised utilization 
rates. The largest downward revision in operating rates was for computers and office equipment; this change was 
based, in part, on the results of the Census survey, which showed that utilization for this industry remained near its 
average level in late 1992. As a result, capacity growth for computer and office equipment from 1990 to 1993 now 
averages about 14 percent per year, still below the rapid growth of output in 1992 and 1993. 

2. FRB Capacity and Census Implied Capacity 
Ratio scale, 1987 output = = 100 
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The Census survey implied capacity is calculated by dividing IP by the survey utilization rate; to make the result comparable 
with the FRB capacity, the calculation is adjusted downward by the average difference between the Census utilization rate and 
McGraw-Hill/DRI utilization rate for 1977 to 1988. Until 1988, the Census preferred utilization rate related actual production 
to a preferred level of operations; beginning in 1989, the Census changed its definition to full production utilization, which 
related actual output to full production capability. 

Data Availability and Publication Changes 

Diskettes containing either historical data (through 1985) or more recent data (1986 to those 
most recently published in the G.17 statistical release) are available from Publications Services, Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Washington, DC 20551 (202-452-3245). Files containing the 
revised data and the text and tables from this release are also available through the Economic Bulletin 
Board of the Department of Commerce; for information, call 202-482-1986. 

A document with printed tables of the revised estimates of series shown in the G.17 release is 
available upon written request to the Industrial Output Section, Mail Stop 82, Division of Research and 
Statistics, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Washington, DC 20551. 

Capacity utilization and capacity data are now being published for the computer and office 
equipment industry. Historical data for these series have been added to the diskettes available; tables 
showing the histories of the series are also available upon written request from the Industrial Output 
Section. 

Digitized for FRASER 
http://fraser.stlouisfed.org/ 
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

1994-02-04 | A Revision


