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o RETAIL mnmrm"mcm FOR DECEMBER 1948

. Furniture store nleuuo 27 per cent in December, but were-
‘10 percent below the year-ago volume. Cash sales showed sbout the
customary substantial gain for this month, but sales activity in in-
stalment credit was somewhat greater than a1, Charg unt sales

- ‘were 17 per cent larger than in.the precéding month. In comparison.
with a year-ago, cash sales were down 17 per cent. The declines in s
instalment and charge-account sales were leu pronounced--7 per cent

and 6 per cent, respeetively.

Imtulmnnt Aocounts raeaivnbla incredsed 11 per cent, and
continued well above the level of a year ‘earlier. Collections on in-
stalment accounts were 'slightly higher than in November, but the ratio
of collections to accounts outstanding on December 1 was 17 per cent,
one point less than in the preceding month. At this rate of repaylmnt,
accounts would be collected in approximately ten and one-half monthsg, .

: Inventories declined 11 per cent in December, but at the end
of the year exceeded the December 1947 level by 5 per cent, A&t the
‘end of 1948 furniture store stocks amounted to about three months'
supply at the prevuiling rate of sale. .

Furniture Store Statistics for December 1948

) Percentage change from:
C. Item . Nov, 1948 -} Dec. 1947

T EEEEE A e . “to, to

M i Dec, 1948 | Dec. 1948

Net sales '

Total 27, -10,
Cash sales +34, -17¢
Credit sales: Instalment : +29, -Ts
Charge account +17. - 6.
Accounts receivable, at end of menth

Total : + 6. +20,
Instalment . ‘ +11. +21,

Collections during month . :
Total + 3. + 5,
. Instalment + 2. + 4,
Inventories, end of month, at retail value -11. +5,
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RETAIL FURNITURE- STOPES = DECEZIBIR 1948+
Sales and Inventories
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_Percentage change

Mamber of stores 582 © 582 202 202 582 582 | 202 202
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" t ale c [ t " Inventories
Federal Reserve 'To al net sales' ash sales Credi sales : end, of o nthy
District ‘Nov.'bB Dec.'lﬂ Hov.'ba Dec.'h?l Nov.'b& Dec.'h7: l\.ov.'hB Dec.'h’l
. S i B
s 'Dec,_hB D&'b&l&.‘h&,_vsg._hﬂ.nen..h&,ﬁgc h&;Dﬁc..'hG.DecA'hu
Boston ol b2 ! 3] -l i #0f -1 ¢ -7 o
Ner York 2 by 423 ( -2 |= 4.7 1 -1h 435 5+ 2 i -l7 +8
Philadelphia Coi +ho 2 =3 : ey 22 0 Al 41
_~ Cleveland beszo b9t ; 427 Fow 8 b 216§ 41
Richmond Coe2 E -7 i 1420017 = 555 15 T 415
Atlanta’ N 5] ! 47 0 =22 1 -1y 0 -1
Chicago . . ;o428 1 <12 ! “41h S R
-St, louis - - . #25 : =10 j N o210 0 416
iinneapolis - . ? +28 | -16 ; : -9 | 12
Kansas City v 47 | -8, ‘ -7t +9
Datlas CT T35 =151 e33 b -6 s
San Francisco - 24230 21271 -+h2 ¢ <19 -5 1 +9
C ‘ i ; i : . : :
“. S. Total S T RS . | RNy S L
- i 1 H - T D *
Mumber of stores 642 ¢ 642 ° 508 ' 508 ' 508 - 508 Lh9 Lho
1/ Bt retail vawe T orTmommmmommmmnoonom oo
_/ Data 'ref;ect effect of special Hovember csales events,
Accounts Receivable and Collections
/7 TT T T T T T e e Fercentage chang'é o -
Ac uﬁts  Ted? i"aEI'" end ofmontb i Collections during month . __
okal ... Tnstalmen Total . ,Ix; stdlment
F@gri:%rgggem: aNo:.'hS Dec.'h? Hov.'hB Dec.'h? ’Ho ;1L Dec.'h? Nov.'hB Dec.'h7
e _.!Dec.'ha .'Den.'h&,hea.'w :Dec.'h&pac.'h&ﬂec.’hﬁ Dec.'ha ,Dec.'l;ﬂ
Boston S T | SN P S TR A S 0
lew York Cro#17 L +20 . 418 {oezl s2 +7  +1. +8
Thiladelphia Por 9, 4200 411 #1647 +6  +8 4+l
Cleveland Yo+l #2h 0 #6428 0 41 +8 M +9
Richmond L M R 3 ' B T C 1 +T 80 +2
Atlanta = co+6 0 w26 47 417 +2 0 =30 o+l . -3
Chicago jo+L s 4151 41 +22 + L +8 -4 412
St. Louis . +5 #2007 #22 - +6 =L -1° -11.
Linneapolis +h 7 416 +6 1 431 -2 -6 0 0
Kansas City S o+Lh. sk 478 k2, 49 + 6 ;v 9 1
Dallas Co#5 0 #3000 467 422 . 4L +9 41 +7
San Francisco 0,  +12 : +6 ; «2h o o+l 47 =11 + L
U. 5. Total +6 7 420 411 +21 +3 . 4S5 . +2 s
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