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There were no dramatic over-the-year changes in the overall unemployment picture. However, 

the unemployment rate for adult men, which is typically more sensitive to cyclical movements, 

registered a small rise. The unemployment rate in manufacturing was up almost a point. In 

addition, the number of unemployed persons on layoff at year-end was nearly a quarter of a 

million above the level of a year earlier, and the number of persons working part time for 

economic reasons increased by about 400,000. 

While adult women have comprised a large proportion of the labor force growth in the past 

few years, this pattern was even more dramatic in 1979, when they accounted for two-thirds of 

the expansion in both labor force and employment. 

Nonfarm payroll employment also increased by more than 2 million in 1979. The 

service-producing sector accounted for more than three-quarters of the overall gain. 

Manufacturing employment showed little over-the-year growth, while employment increases were 

strong in construction and mining as well as in several of the service-producing industries. 

NOTE ON SEASONAL ADJUSTMENT 

At the end of each calendar year,, the Bureau of Labor Statistics revises the seasonally 
adjusted labor force series derived from the Current Population Survey (household survey) to 
incorporate the experience of the past year. As a result of the recalculation of the seasonal 
factors, seasonally adjusted data for the past 5 years are subject to revision. 

This year the BLS is introducing two major modifications in seasonal adjustment 
methodology. First, the labor force data are being seasonally adjusted with a new procedure 
called X-11/ARIMA, developed at Statistics Canada as an extension of the standard X-ll method. 
The X-ll procedure was originally developed at the Bureau of the Census and has been used to 
seasonally adjust labor force series at the BLS for the past several years. Tests have shown 
that use of X-11/ARIMA, which essentially places more emphasis on recent data, provides better 
seasonal adjustment results than does use of the standard X-ll. Secondly, seasonal factors will 
now be calculated for use during the first 6 months of the year rather than for the entire year. 
Then, in July of each year, the Bureau will calculate and publish a new set of seasonal factors 
for use in the second half, based on the experience through June. These two changes are 
expected to result in fewer and/or smaller revisions of seasonally adjusted data. Revisions of 
the historical data will continue to be made once a year, at the end of each calendar year. 

The table below contains the seasonally adjusted overall unemployment rates for the past 12 
months as originally published and as revised. Previously published data were unchanged in 9 
months of the year and altered by only 0.1 percentage point in the other 3 months. These 
revisions did not affect the 1979 annual average rate of 5.8 percent, which was calculated using 
unadjusted data. 

New seasonal adjustment factors to be used to calculate the overall unemployment rate 
during January-June 1980, a description of the current seasonal adjustment methodology, and 
revised data for the most recent 13 months or calendar quarters (tables A- 1, 2, 33-42 and 
44-53) will appear in the January 1980 issue of Employment and Earnings. Revised data for the 
entire 1975-79 revision period for nearly 500 labor force series will be published, as is the 
usual practice, in the February 1980 issue. Historical data (monthly and quarterly) from the 
time of the inception of the various series may be obtained from the Bureau upon request. 
(Contact John Stinson, 202-523-1944.) 

Revised seasonally adjusted unemployment rates in 1979 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

As previously 
published 

5.8 
5.7 
5.7 
5.8 
5.8 
5.6 
5.7 
6.0 
5.8 
6.0 
5.8 
5.9* 

As revised 

5.8 
5.7 
5.7 
5.8 
5.8 
5.7 
5.7 
5.9 
5.8 
5.9 
5.8 
5.9 

* Not published 
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