
Marital and Family Status 
Women who had been out of college for at least 15 years were sur-

veyed on the assumption that many are at an age when they are 
thinking about a new pattern of living. Most have been married 
for some time, and their children are growing up and spending a 
good portion of each day in school. 

These generalizations describe quite well the situation of the alum-
nae (class of 1945) who participated in the cooperative survey of the 
Women's Bureau and the Alumnae Advisory Center, Inc. At least 
83 percent of the women graduates of each of the four survey colleges 
reported they were married. Relatively few of the survey graduates 
were single and even smaller percentages were widowed, separated, 
or divorced (table 2). 

More than 90 percent of the married graduates of each college had 
children, but just a few had small children only. The largest propor-
tions had children of both school and preschool age, and significant 
percentages had children of school age only. The low percentages 
of women with small children were related, of course, to the fact that 
most of the women surveyed were in their late thirties. 

Interest in changing the pattern of their lives was confirmed by the 
comments of some of the survey respondents. Such comments often 
revealed a strong note of hesitancy or doubt about how to proceed, 
as indicated in the following: 

. . there will be a great deal more time available to 
me . . . time I should like to use in as constructive a 
manner as possible . . . I feel somewhat at a loss as to 
my future plans . . . . I think I would like first to con-
tinue my education, perhaps toward an advanced degree." 

"These thoughts (about returning to work or returning 
to school) are constantly on my mind but I haven't decided 
what I should do or how I should go about it." 
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