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Including Principal Sex Distinctions 

As of December 31, 1945 
POLITICAL STATUS 

Nationality 
Citizenship in the United States is acquired in the same way by 

men and women; that is, by birth within the domain, by birth 
abroad of a parent who is a citizen, or by being naturalized. Moth-
ers, as well as fathers, confer citizenship on their minor children. 
A married woman's citizenship does not automatically follow that 
of her husband. An alien wife may become a citizen whether 
or not her alien husband desires or qualifies for that privilege. 
If a woman citizen marries an alien, she retains her citizenship 
until she renounces it by declaring allegiance to anothej* 
government. 
Voting and Public Office 

Federal.—Any woman who has the qualifications required for 
voting in the respective States has full right of suffrage in the 
election of National Government officials and on proposals for 
change in the Federal Constitution—that is, in the basic law. 

Likewise, any woman who qualifies for official positions in the 
National Government is eligible either for election to posts in the 
executive and legislative branches or for appointment to the 
judiciary, including the Supreme Court of the United States. 

State.—Any woman who meets the qualifications established for 
voting in the respective States has full right of suffrage in the 
election of State and local officials and in determination of public 
issues within the State, such as amendment of the State constitu-
tion, legislative proposals where the referendum procedure is 
operative, and on local matters such as special tax assessments for 
public improvements, school management, and the like. 

Also, any woman who has the qualifications required for elected 
officials of State and local governments, is eligible for election to 
these positions. 

Appointive positions in both Federal and State civil services 
are open generally to qualified women; that is, there are few 
legal barriers to the appointment of women. Appointing agencies 
for the Federal Government may designate whether male or female 
employees are preferred, when requesting a list of eligibles from 
the Civil Service Commission for selection of new personnel. 
Some States by statute specify persons of one sex for certain 
minor positions, such as superintendents, wardens, or attendants 
in institutions operated by the State. 

Courts—Jury Service.—Women are entitled by law to serve on 
juries in 32 States,1 in both Federal and State courts. 

' For the purpose of this report, the District of Columbia is counted as a State. 
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LEGAL STATUS OP WOMEN INTHE UNITED STATES 

Domicile 
The husband's legal domicile generally determines that of the 

wife, except that she may have her separate domicile for divorce 
proceedings, if the husband is the offender. Several States grant 
the wife separate public domicile, that is, for voting, registering 
for public office, or qualifying for jury service. 

CIVIL STATUS 
• FAMILY RELATIONS 

Marriage 
The laws of the various States generally do not distinguish 

between the sexes, except in establishing the minimum ages for 
legal marriage. Most States set a lower age for females. The 
same minimum age is set for both sexes in 8 States when parental 
consent is required, and in 16 States when parental consent is 
not required. Other exceptions found are of minor importance. 
Divorce 

Sixteen States may grant a divorce to the husband on grounds 
that are exclusive as to him. Twenty-one States may grant a 
divorce to the wife on grounds that are exclusive as to her. 
Parent and Child 

Thirty-four States give both parents the same rights of natural 
guardianship. Fifteen States prefer the father as natural 
guardian during the marriage, giving him custody of his minor 
child's person, services, and earnings. If the marriage is broken 
by divorce or legal separation, neither parent has any legal ad-
vantage over the other as to custody of the minor children. The 
best interests of the child guide the court's disposition of it. 

Seven States by statute prefer the father when a guardian of 
property is to be appointed for his child. 

Nine States authorize the father to appoint a guardian by deed 
or last will over the person of his minor child after the father's 
death, subject, however, in each of these States to the mother's 
right to succeed the father as natural guardian of their minor 
children if she is the survivor. No State permits a father to will 
his child to a stranger without the mother's valid consent. 

Seven of the 13 States that authorize the surviving parent to 
appoint a testamentary guardian for a minor child's property 
provide that during the marriage the father may make the ap-
pointment with the mother's written consent. 

Unmarried Parents.—The mother is considered the natural 
guardian entitled to the custody of the child. The father be-
comes a natural guardian according to the law of the State only 
if he legally acknowledges his relationship of the child. 

Inheritance by Parents from Children.—No distinction exists 
between the rights of the father and mother to inherit from 
legitimate children. Most States allow the unmarried mother to 
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inherit from her child. Nine States permit the unmarried father 
to share the inheritance when he has legally acknowledged or 
adopted the child. 
Family Support 

* 

Nine States, under community-property law, make the common 
estate of husband and wife liable for family support, without 
relieving the husband from his liability as head of the family for 
its proper care. The remaining 40 States,1 under common-law 
rule in this respect, hold the husband and his property primarily 
liable for family support. In 21 of these States, the wife and her 
property are declared liable also for family necessaries, but with-
out changing the husband's primary obligation. 

Ten States require the wife to support her husband out > of her 
separate property when he has no property and because of in-
firmity is unable to support himself. 

Unmarried Parents.—In general, the mother is primarily liable 
for support of the child. Most States have legal procedure for 
establishing paternity if satisfactory proof is submitted. Until 
the paternity is established or voluntarily assumed, the father 
has no legal obligation to support the child, or to contribute to 
the expenses of the mother at childbirth. 

CONTRACT AND PROPERTY LAW 
Power To Make Contracts 

All States apparently recognize married woman's capacity to 
contract her personal services in employment outside her home 
duties, and to collect her earnings from such work without the 
formal consent of her husband. 

Four States restrict in slight degree a married woman's general 
power to make contracts apart from her separate property, such 
as suretyship, accommodation endorsements, and installment 
contracts. 

Five States place some restrictions on fiduciary appointments 
of women (as administrators, guardians, etc.) because of sex; 
six States impose slight limitations on the appointment of women 
because of marriage. 
Ownership, Control, and Use of Property 

Separate Property.—In property management and control, in-
heritance, and freedom of enjoyment of earnings, unmarried 
women and unmarried men stand equal under the law. Married 
women in most States have the same degree of control over their 
separate property that married men have over their separate 
property, 

Gf the 49 States1 only 5 require the husband's signature, as a 
matter of form, on the wife's deed conveying her own land, to 
give it validity; only 1 still requires a special form of acknowledg-
ment for the married woman's deed or mortgage; only 3 States 

*For the purpose of this report;, tint'District* of" Columhtot is counted as a State. 
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LEGAL STATUS Ob' WOMEN IN THE UNITED STATES 

deny a wife full individual standing as a litigant in the courts, 
but require her husband to be made a party to suits involving the 
wife, except in specified cases. 

Four States1 retain the form of property ownership called at 
common law estate by the entirety, applicable only to husband and 
wife. Under it, the wife has only a contingent interest in the 
property unless she survives her husband, no matter what amount 
she has contributed to the estate. The husband controls the 
property and receives the income during the marriage. 

Five States yet have the so-called Free-Trader Statutes, under 
which court sanction, and in some cases the husband's consent, 
is required for a wife's legal venture into an independent business, 
if she is to keep the profits for her own account. 

Community or Communal Property.—Nine States have the 
community system of ownership between husband and wife for 
property acquired by their joint efforts during the marriage. 
Eight of these give the husband principal control of all the com-
munal property while the spouses live together. But 3 of the 9 
give the wif§ control over her earnings, even as part of the com-
munal estate. 

In the 40 States where the common-law background exists as 
distinguished from the civil-law tradition, the property ac-
cumulated duripg the marriage by the cooperative efforts of both 
husband and wife belongs to the husband and is under his control, 
except as the effect of this rule is overcome by private settlement. 
This is accomplished through voluntary agreement or other ar-
rangement, such as joint ownership of lands, joint bank accounts, 
prenuptial agreements and the like. But in the absence of a 
valid private adjustment of this sort, the law governs. However, 
in most of these States by express provision of law, the wife's 
earnings in outside employment are her separate property. The 
husband's earnings are primarily liable for support of his family, 
as those of the wife are not (nor any of her separate property) 
unless she voluntarily makes them so by her personal contract. 

Wills.—Married women dispose of their separate property by 
will as freely as married men dispose of their separate property. 
As to the communal property, only 2 of the 9 community-system 
States deny a wife full testamentary rights. 

Inheritance Between Spouses.—A widow or surviving husband 
inherits similar portions from the deceased spouse in all but six 
States. In four of these, the advantage is sometimes with the 
widow, sometimes with the husband, according to circumstances. 

Allowance During Estate Settlement.—Practically all the States 
require maintenance of the widow from the husband's estate 
during the period of its settlement. At least one-third of them 
provide support from the estate under administration for either 
spouse who survives. 

*For the purpose of this report, tbe District of Columbia is counted as a State. 
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