
INDUSTRIAL HOME WORK 

INTRODUCTORY 

The problem. 
Industrial home work is an old problem that still persists. Ac-

cording to many studies, the custom of sending articles from fac-
tories into homes, to be made or finished, has been accompanied in 
the past by the evils of long hours of labor, low rates of pay, irregu-
lar employment, child labor, and working conditions that constitute 
a menace, actual or potential, to the health of the workers and of the 
public. 

Information as to the extent and character of home work is frag-
mentary. Only a few States have any current knowledge of the 
situation within their jurisdictions. Yet such information as exists 
is sufficient to indicate that home work is extensive in many of the 
industrial States, and that unless under constant supervision and 
regulation by the authorities it generally is accompanied by the 
old evils. 

Home work is a type of labor that presents extreme difficulties to 
efforts at regulation, at the same time that it particularly calls for 
regulation because it is so subject to abuse by the undercutting of the 
standards set up by the State for factory work. 
A program. 

Every State should ascertain whether or not industrial home work 
is done within its borders. 

For any State in which industrial home work is practiced but in 
which there is as yet no adequate regulation the first step is to learn 
the facts. To what extent is home work carried on in the State? 
In what industries, under what conditions, among what groups? 
Are the labor standards set up for the protection of other workers 
observed for this group? Is illegal child labor to be found? Are. 
menaces to the health of public or workers involved? Investiga-
tion to throw light on these questions may be made by the State 
department of labor or other interested group. 

The second step is to set up a workable system of regulation and 
control. The experiences of the States that have attacked the prob-
lem may be drawn upon. Until further experience and research 
may devise more effective methods the best guide, which is based 
upon present experience, is to be found in the minimum standards 
of regulation unanimously agreed upon and recommended by the 
committee on industrial home work of the Association of Govern-
mental Labor Officials of the United States and Canada. (See 
p. 13.) 
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