
FACTS ABOUT WORKING WOMEN 

INTRODUCTION 

That more than eight and one-half mil l ion women in the United 
States are working outside their homes for wages and salaries is a 
fact which invariably challenges attention and evokes innimierable 
questions. What do they do—these women?* What proportion 
are they of all the women in the country, and has that proportion, 
as well as the actual number of working women, increased since 
1910? 

Who are these millions of women who earn their own l iving and 
in so many instances contribute to the support of their families as 
well? How many are native or.foreign born, how many are white, 
and how many are of other races? How old are they? How many 
of them are under 25 years of age, and how do the ages of working 
women compare w i th the ages of working men? 

How many of these wage-earning women are married, and what 
proportion do they form of al l the married women in the country? 
Has that proportion increased or decreased in the last decade? I n 
what occupations are the greatest niunbers of married women to be 
found, and how old are the most of these women who continue in or 
return to their jobs after marriage? 

These and many other questions have been answered in the statis-
tics of the Fourteenth Census of the United States, published by the 
Bureau of the Census in a detailed and comprehensive report on oc-
cupations.® These facts disclosed by the census of 1920, in so far as 
they relate to women at work, are presented here in graphic form 
for ready reference. The charts and tables which follow cover out-
standing facts concerning the working women of the United States 
as a whole; i t is impractical to present in similar manner the data for 
the 48 States. Comparison between 1910 and 1920 is shown in all 
cases where comparable figures were available and where the facts 
could be well presented graphically. 

»In this connection seo U, S. Women's Bureau. Occupational progress of women: A n Interpretation of 
census statistics of women in gainful occupations. Washington, Government Printing Office, 1922. 37 p. 
(//« Bulletin 27.) 

> U. S. Bureau of the Census. Fourteenth census. Population: 1920, v. 4, Occupations. Washington, 
Govermnent Printing Office. 1923. 1309 p. 
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2 F A C T S A B O U T W O E K I N G W O M E I T 

I n comparing the figures for 1910 and 1920 i t is necessary to bear 
in mind that the census date changed from Apr i l 15 in 1910 to 
January 1 in 1920. This change in date, the Bureau of the Census 
points out,® probably accounts for the'decrease shown in the number 
of women engaged in agricultural pursuits, since in most localities 
agricultural work is at or near its lowest ebb in January, However, 
this decrease " m a y have been apparent only and due to an over-
enumeration in 1910. I n a considerable measure, however, each 
decrease probably was actual. To the extent the decreases were 
actual, they are believed to have resulted mainly from the change 
in the census date and changes in the enumerators' instructions." 

Another fact to be noted relates to the statistics shomng marital 
condition. Since mari tal condition in relation to occupation was 
considered of greater importance in the case of women than of men, 
the mari tal condition of working women but not of working men is 
brought out in the report of the Bureau of the Census.* Likewise, 
because of the special significance attached to the employment of 
married women, special tabulations were made for this class of 
women—that is, wives—as a separate group, while the returns for 
aU other mari tal classes—that is, women who were single, widowed, 
divorced, or of unknown status—^were tabulated together. Hence 
no separate statistics for single women are available. Furthermore, 
i t was assumed at the censuses of 1910 and 1920 that all married 
women at work were at least 15 years of age. The tabulations re-
garding mari tal condition, therefore, were made on that basis, 
whereas other facts presented relate to women and girls 10 years of 
age and over. 

Only two charts do not present data taken from the census tables; 
charts 22 and 23 are based on studies made by the Women's Bureau. 
Although surveys of hours of work of women in industry have been 
made in 13 States, wage studies have been conducted by the bureau 
in but 10 States.® I n surveying a State no attempt is made to include 
all the women at work in that State, but sufficiently representative 
numbers of women and establishments are covered to present a 
cross-section picture and provide a fair index to the conditions 
under which the wage-earning women of the whole State work. 
, This bulletin is presented in the belief that i t w i l l prove a useful 
handbook in the study of the working woman of the United States 
and her status in the industrial world. 

» Op. Clt., p. 23. 
*op . c i t . , p . m , 
4 Data for State studies In process of preparation have not been tocludeO. 
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