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B. 

Statement of moneys arising from interest on stock transferred to the United States, being the amount drawn bp 
the agent to the trustees for the redemption of the public debt, pursuant to the act of the Bth May; 1792, and 
agreeably to a statement made at the Treasury, No. 10,048, dated 12th September3 1798, viz. 

1797, March 31, $22,160 61 
June 30, - - - - - - - - - - - 22,233 47 
September 30, - - - - - - - - - 22,236 45 
December 30, - - - - - - - - - - 22,282 34 

$88,912 87 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register's Office, December 10, 1798. 
J O S E P H N O U R S E , Register. 

C . 

Statement qf moneys received at the Treasury in the year VIST, from the payment of debts which originated prior 
to the present constitution, being the amount drawn by the agent to the trustees for the redemption of the public 
debt, on the 30th December, 1797, and agreeably to a statement made at the Treasury, No. 10,048, dated Sep-
tember 10, 1798, viz. 

From Daniel Jenifer, for theamount of goods delivered to him at Yorktown, in Virginia, after the 
capture of that place in 1781, - ~ . , - - * " - $66 67 

From Edward Carrington, late quartermaster general, being the amount of sundry payments made 
by persons in discharge of their bonds, given for public property sold by him, - - 1,287 36 

From Nathaniel Gilman, late commissioner,of the loan office for the State of New Hampshire, be-
ing the amount deducted from his account of charges for office rent and fuel, - - 105- 76 

From Constable, Rucker & Co. being a balance due the United States for moneys advanced, and 
tobacco sold them, pursuant to contract with the late Board of Treasury, - - 16,255 16 

$17,714 95 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register's Office, December 10, 1798. 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 

D . 

Statement of moneys arising from the sales of lands belonging to the United States, being the amount drawn by 
the agent to the trustees for the redemption of the public debt, pursuant to the act of the 3d March, 1795, and 
agreeably to a statement made at the Treasury\ No. 10,048, dated the 12th September, 1798. 

1797, December 30. Warrant No. 7,829 in part of the nett proceeds of 43,446-^ acres, sold at Pittsburg, pur-
suant to an act of Congress of the 18th May, 1796, - - - - - $88,376 73 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register's Office, December 10, 1798, 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
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V A L U A T I O N OF L A N D A N D D W E L L I N G H O U S E S . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 21, 1799. 

Mr. HARPER made the following report: 
The Committee of Ways and Means, instructed, by a resolution of the 9th instant, to inquire and report, by bill or 

otherwise, whether any, and what, amendments are necessary to be made in the act, entitled " A n act to provide 
for the valuation of lands and dwelling houses, and the enumeration of slaves within the United States," have 
attended carefully to that subject, and agreed to the following report̂  which they beg leave to submit to the 
consideration of the House: 

The attention of the committee has been particularly directed to two parts of the act under which, as far as they 
have been able to learn, the difficulties yet standing in the way of its execution, have arisen: that which relates to 
the duty and compensation of assessors, and that respecting, tne description of dwelling houses. 

As to the first, it appears that, although proper personsJhave, in several States, been prevailed on to act as asses-
sors, at the present rate of compensation, yet instances have occurred in important and extensive districts, where 
it has been found impossible to procure proper assessors, on account of the smallness of the compensations, and that 
this difficulty may be apprehenaed, perhaps in an increased degree, in some States where the appointment of asses-
sors, as far as is now known, has not yet been attempted. The committee have been able to perceive no other 
remedy for it, than to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury, under the direction of the President, to increase the 
compensations of assessors, in those cases where he may find it necessary—so, however, as that no assessor, princi-
pal or assistant, shall receive more than two dollars per day, in the wholes and this measure they recommend to the 
House. - . , 

It further appears, that difficulty and delay arise from the want of a provision for clerks to the principal asses-
sors, whose duty, in the execution of the law, is very important, and must often require a degree of skill in accounts, 
not always possessed by persons otherwise perfectly well qualified for that office. The committee, therefore, con-
ceive that a clerk ought to be allowed to each principal assessor, his compensation not to exceed one dollar per day 
while actually employed, and his accounts to be settled like those ofthe assessors, by the Board of Commissioners. 

The committee also find, that some inconveniences have already been experienced from the shortness of time 
allowed to principal assessors for receiving appeals, and that more may be probably expected. This time, as fixed 
by the act, is fifteen days, and the commissioners have no power to extend it in any case. Such a power the com-
mittee suppose it would be proper to give them. 
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It has also been suggested, that the time allowed by the act for the assistant assessors to make their returns, 
which is thirty days, is too short, and ought to be extended; or, at ieast^ that the commissioners ought to be vested 
with a power to extend it; but, this idea nas been rejected by the committee, for reasons detailed m a letter from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, which is annexed to this report, and whereto they beg leave to refer. 

Under the second head, tne description of dwelling nouses, the committee find that the provision of the law, 
which requires that the lists to be delivered by individuals to the assistant assessors, shall containtc the number and 
dimensions of windows" in every dwelling house, has given rise to much discontent in several parts of the country, 
and to considerable consequent embarrassment in obtaining the lists. This discontenthas proceeded, in part, from 
the trouble which people find in measuring their -windows, and in a much greater degree, from an apprehension, 
among the country people, that this return of windows was intended as the ground work of a window tax. Wholly 
unfounded as this apprehension is, it has produced already, embarrassing effects. The return of the number and 
dimensions of windows in each dwelling house was required in order to furnish the commissioners, who are to judge 
of the valuations in t:he last resort, with as many and as certain criterions as possible, for guiding their judgment, 
in respect to dwelling houses,, which it is absolutely impossible for them to inspect individually; and it was con-
ceived that the number and dimensions of the windows in a dwelling house, would, in general, afford a pretty just 
criterion of its value. But further inquiry and consideration have induced the committee to believe, that any infor-
mation to be obtained from these returns, will be far less useful in guiding the judgment of the commissioners, than 
was at first supposed; since the number and size of windows varies so much, according to taste, situation, fashion, 
and other circumstances; while the inconveniences resulting from the measure are real and considerable. They 
are, therefore, of opinion, that so much of the act as requires that each list shall, in respect to dwelling houses, 
contain the " number and dimensionŝ  of windows.," ought to be repealed^ 

Pursuant to these ideas, the committee have prepared a bill, which they herewith present to the House. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, January 18//*, 1799. 
SIR: 

On the subject of that part of your letter of the 11th instant, relating to the " Act providing for the valuation 
of lands and dwelling houses, and the enumeration of slaves," I have the honor to observe— 

1st. That the appointments of commissioners and assessors, under the act above mentioned, appear not to have 
been accepted in any part of the United States with a view to emolument. By appealing to the patriotism of the 
country, men of talents and respectability have generally been found, who are willing to discharge the duties en-
joined by the law. Some delays were experienced in consequence of the sickness in the cities, and by resignations 
of a number of the gentlemen who were first named as commissioners; the vacancies are now presumed to be all 
filled by persons who will serve; and great progress has been made in the valuations in most of the States. The 
greatest delays have arisen in the distant States of Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 

So far as information has been received, the appointments of assessors are understood to have been well filled; 
but mere are several parts of the countiy, though comparatively of small extent, where obstacles, apparently insur-
mountable, have been experienced from the insufficiency of tne compensations. ̂  From the most Southern States, 
no information of the appointment of assessors has been yet received, and great difficulties are represented as likely 
to arise inthat quarter. It, therefore, appears-to be expedient to appropriate a sum of money, subject to the disposal 
of tĥ e President, to be applied in augmenting the compensations in such cases as he shall judge neceessary and 
expedient 

2d. The period of thirty days will, in most cases, be sufficient for taking the lists of individuals, and de-
livering them to the principal assessors; and some time ought to be prescribed, within which the business should be 
performed. Itis, however, understood, that the doings of the assessors will be valid, though not performed witliin 
thirty days; and that they will be entitled to compensation for such time as may be really necessary, and during 
which they may be diligently employed. The commissioners will judge, according to the circumstances of each 
case, whether the penalty imposed by the seventeenth section has, or has not, been incurred, and will be governed 
accordingly. 

3d. The direction in the 9th section, requiring a particular description of dwelling-houses, and other buildings, 
particularly in respect to the number and dimensions of windows, has occasioned considerable discontent; the un-
popularity and labor occasioned by the necessity of this detail, has been already encountered in the Eastern States; 
but as much remains to be done in the Middle and Southern States, as the popular objectiohs are represented to be 
very embarrassing to the assessors, particularly in Pennsylvania, it is respectfully suggested to be expedient to vary 
the law, so as to require no other than a general description of dwelling houses, and other buildings, with their value. 

4th. The term of fifteen days appears to be sufficient, as a general rule, for the purpose of receiving appeals; and 
the time for determining them is conceived to be discretionary, under the direction of the commissioners. No objec-
tion, however, occurs against vesting an authority to prolong the time for receiving appeals in special cases. 

I apprehend greater difficulties from the trouble and expense which will attend the calculation of the sums to be 
paid by individuals, according to the act imposing a direct tax, than from any cause whatever; and I fear that, in 
some quarters of the country, they will greatly retard the final execution of the law. If it shall be thought expe-
dient to attempt a reconsideration and revisal of the act, and it shall be-agreeable to the committee, I willparticu-
larly explain my sentiments on this subject. 

For the purpose of general information in respect to the details of the valuations. I have the honor to enclose 
copies^of two circular letters to the commissioners, dated the 7th of August and 8th of September, 1798. 

I have the honor to be, with perfect respect, sir, your obedient servant* 
OLIVER WOLCOTT. 

The Honorable ROBERT G. HARPER, Esq. 
Chairman ofthe Committee of Ways and Means. 
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M I N T * 

COMMUNLOAFED TO CONGRESS, JANUARY 31, 1799. I 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

Gentlemen of the Housr. of Representatives: 
I have received a report from the Director of the Mint, on the state of the business committed to his super-

intendence, and a statement of the coinage of the mint of the United States, for the year 1798, which it is proper to 
lay before Congress. 

7 o, JOHN ADAMS. 
January 31, 1799. 

1799


