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REMISSION OF DUTIES. 

COMMUNICATED ^0 THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 8, 1798. 

Mr. LIVINGSTON, from the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, to whom was referred the petition of Na-
thaniel Cutter, made the following report: 

That the petitioner states, that he exported certain merchandise from the port of Boston, which had been im-
ported, and paid duties there, but which were not entitled to an allowance of drawback. 

That, after having been captured and recaptured very frequently in the West Indies, by the British and French 
cruisers, alternately, he, at length, arrived at Dominica, where he. found his merchandise was not permitted to be 
sold, and was obliged to bring the same back with him to the United States, where it has paid duty a second time. 
It is from this second imposition of duties that he seeks to be relieved. 

Your committee, however, cannot find any good reason for relieving him against the consequences of a risk 
which every exporter ought to calculate for himself. 

They are, therefore, of opinion, that the prayer ofthe petition of Nathaniel Cutter ought not to be granted. 
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FOREIGN COINS. 

COMMUNICATED TO"THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY .11, 1798. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 5th instant, 
respectfully reports: 

That, in pursuance ofthe power vested in the. Secretary of the Treasury, by the fourteenth section of the act, 
entitled " An act establishing a mint, and regulating the coins ofthe United States," authority was given to the 
Director ofthe mint, on the twelfth day of April, 1797, to receive from the President and Directors of the Bank of 
the United States, any sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars, in foreign gold and silver coins, except Spanish 
milled dollars and parts of such dollars? and also, on the re-payment of the whole or any part of the said sum, in 
coins ofthe United States, not less than three thousand dollars at one time, to receive an additional advance, in the 
said foreign coins, equal to such re-payment. 

The authority aforesaid was given at the request of the Director of the mint, to enable him to pursue the business 
of coinage without interruption, and to prevent the inconveniences and expenses attending repeated meltings of 
deposited bullion, which were stated in his report of November 29th, 1796. 

With respect to thfe third section of the act, entitled u An act regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes," 
the Secretary observes, that the receipts and payments ofthe treasury are made at the Bank of the United States, 
and that the revenue in distant ports has been, with very few exceptions, drawn into the treasuiy by the sale of bills 
on the collectors. No particular portions of the specie resting in the vaults of the bank have been deemed as the 
exclusive property ofthe United States? on the contrary, the sums of specie deposited, have ever been considered 
as an aggregate fund, in which all the creditors and stockholders ofthe bank were jointly interested. 

This view of the subject has not, however, in the opinion of the Secretary, prevented the execution ofthe inten-
tion of Congress. The Directors of the Bank of the United States have ever been willing to co-operate in promot-
ing the success of the mint establishment, and, on the requisition of the Secretary, would, at anytime, have advanced 
such of the foreign coins in their possession as itmight be for the interest of the United States to cause to be recoined. 
During the years 1795 and 1796, the sums in the bank, of foreign silver, other than Spanish dollars, were, however, 
very inconsiderable; and ofthe foreign gold coins in the bank, a very considerable proportion consisted of French 
and Spanish coins, for which there was a foreign demand, though they could not have been coined without a loss, 
which must have been borne by the United States. The state and prospects of the treasury, during the years 1795 
and 1796, were, mbreover, such as to dissuade the Secretary from advances not appearing to be of primary im-
portance. 

Since the promulgation ofthe proclamation ofthe President of the United States, dated the 22d July, 1797, the 
quantities of foreign silver coins, other than Spanish dollars, have very considerably increased? and the present pros-
pect is, that, under the operation of existing arrangements, no difficulty will be found in supplying the mint with any 
turns to the coinage of which it may be found competent 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, Secretary of the Treasury. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, January 10th, 1798. 
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C O L L E C T I O N OF DUT IES ON IMPORTS A N D TONNAGE. 

COMMUNICATED TO THH; HOUSE, OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 25, 1798. 

The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully reports to the House,of Representativê : 
That, in obedience to their resolution, passed on the 2d day of February, 1797, he has prepared the system, here-

with transmitted, for enabling the House more readily to comprise, in one acthe various laws now in force for 
regulating the collection of duties on go6ds,,wares, and merchandise, imported mthe United States? including, also, 
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a plan for the establishment of new districts on the rivers Ohio and Mississippi, and on the northern boundary of 
the United States, as required by thfe resolution of the 23d of May, 1796. ^ 

The proposed system includes or relates to the whole or some part ofthe following acts of Congress, TO: 
An act to provide more effectually for the collection of the duties imposed by law on .goods, wares, and mer-

chandise, imported into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels, passed on the 4th day of August, 
1790, 

An act making further provision for the payment of the debts of the United States,passed on the 10th of August, 

An act to provide for the unlading of ships or vessels, in cases of obstruction by ice, passed on the 7th of January, 
1791. 

An act giving effect to the laws of the United States within the State of Vermont, passed on the 2d day of March, 
1791. 

An act repealing, after the last day of June next, the duties heretofore laid upon distilled spirits, imported from 
abroad, and laying others in their stead; and, also, upon spirits distilled within the United States, and for appro-
priating the same, passed on the 3d March, 1791. 

An act relative to the rix dollar of Denmark, passed on the 3d of March, 1791. 
An act making further provision for the collection of the duties by law imposed on teas, and to prolong the term 

for the payment of duties on wines, passed on the 3d of March, 1791. 
An act concerning certain fisheries of the United States, and for the regulation and government ofthe fishermen 

employed therein̂  passed on the 16th of February, 1792. 
An act for raising a further sum of money for the protection of the frontiers, and for other purposes therein men-

tioned, passed on the 2d of May, 1792. • 
An act concerning the duties on spirits distilled within the United States, passed on the 8th day of May, 1792. 
An act regulating foreign coins, and for other purposeŝ  passed on the 9th of February, 1793. 
An act for repealing the several impost laws of the United States, so far as they may be deemed to impose a 

duty on useful beasts imported for breed , passed on the 27th of February, "1793. # ^ . 
An act supplementary to the act, entitled̂ an act to provide more effectually for the collection of the duties im-

posed by law on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels, passed on the 2d of March, 1793. 

An act for extending the benefit of drawback and terms of credit in certain cases, and for other purposes, passed 
on the 4th day of June, 1794. 

k An act making further provision for securing and collecting the duties on foreign and domestic distilled spirits, 
stills, wines, and teas, passed on the 5th day ot June, 1794. 

Ail act laying certain duties upon snuff and refined sugar, passed on the 5th day of June, 1794. 
An act laying additional duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the United States, passed on 

the 7th day of June, 1794. 
An act supplementary to the several acts imposing' duties on goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the 

United States, passed on the 29th of January, 1795. 
An act making further provision in cases of drawbacks, passed on the 29th of January, 1795. 
An act relative to the compensations of certain officers employed in the collection of the duties of impost and 

tonnage, passed on the 14th of February, 1795. 
An act supplementary to the act,- entitled an act to provide more effectually for the collection of the duties on 

goods, wares, and merchandise, imported into the United States, and on the tonnage of ships or vessels, passed on 
the 26th of February, 1795. 

An act making further provision relative to the revenue cutters, passed on the 6th of May, 1796. 
An act in addition to an act, entitled An act supplementary tô the act, entitled An act to provide more effectually 

for the collection of the duties on goods, wares, ana merchandise, imported into the United States, and on the ton-
nage of ships or vessels, passed on the 27th of May, 1796. 

An act relative to the compensations and duties of certain officers employed in the collection of impost and ton-
nage, passed tm tiie 3d day of March, 1797. 

Ail act for raising a further sum of money by additional duties on certain articles imported, and for other purpo-
ses, passed on the 3d of March, 1797, 

An an act laying additional duty on salt imported into the United States, and for other purposes, passed on the 
8th day of July, 1757. 

The Secretary observes, that, to obviate inconveniences which have been experienced, he'has taken the liberty 
to introduce the forms of oaths, and of certain official documents necessary to be known or observed by merchants, 
consignees, and masters of vessels, and which it appears to be expedient to establish by law. Certain other amend-
ments or additions to the laws now in force, which have appeared to be advisable, are written in the italic character, 
for the purpose of being more readily distinguished and particularly considered by the House. 

That part of the resolution of February 2d, 1797, which requires the Secretary to report a tariff of duties, is in 
a course of execution, and will be transmitted as soon as possible. 

All which is respectfully submitted by 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, Secretary ofthe Treasury. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, January 2&th91798. 
t „ 

[No*ra. The plan herein proposed is omitted in this compilation; being the same as the act of the 2d March, 
1799, which was based upon this report.] 
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M I L I T A R Y A N D N A V A L E X P E N D I T U R E S . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OV REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 7 , 1798 . 

The Secretary ofthe Treasury, in obedience to three resolutions of the House of Representatives, passed on the 3d 
i day of March, 1797, respectfully reports: 

That the statement herewith transmitted, marked A, exhibits a general view ofthe sums advanced from the 
treasury, for the support ofthe military establishment, prior to the first day of January, 1797. 

That the statement marked B exhibits a view, in detail, of the accounts of the several quartermasters, contract-
ors, agents for the purchase of supplies, and, generally, of all receivers of public moneys, from the first of January, 
1791, to the 1st of January, 1797, (the sums advanced to the treasurer for the War Department excepted.) Also, 
a view ofthe ultimate application, under various heads of expenditure, of the moneys paid as aforesaid, so far as the 
accounts thereof had been settled at the treasury, on the 1st day of January, 1797, with a list of the balances which 
remain to be accounted for on the said day. 
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