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4th CONGRESS.] , < H 4 [2d SESSION. 

- DUT IES A N D DRAWBACKS . 

„ COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 24, 1797. 

Mr. HARPER, from the Committee to whom were referred the following resolutions, viz: 
" Resolved, that the Secretaiy of the Treasury be directed to lay before Congress, annually, until the year one 

thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, a statement of the amount of duties and drawbacks for each year, from 
1792, inclusive; and, after tne year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, similar annual statements, each 
to include, respectively, the six years immediately preceding the year in which it is made." 

" Resolved, That, in the statements required by the foregoing resolution, the amount of duties and drawbacks, 
after the present year, on each of tlie enumerated articles, paying a rate of duty ad valorem, and also, on woollens, 
shall be separately stated; that woollens shall be distinguished into three classes; and that the said amount, on all 
unenumerated articleŝ  paying such a rate of duty, (woollens excepted) shall be comprised in one item, containing, 
however, an enumeration of the articles of which that item may be composed:" 

Made the following report: 
That the second of the said resolutions, if carried into effect, would be attended with considerable expense; 

and might also be liable to difficulty and embarrassment, in keeping'the accounts in the custom house books. It is 
also probable, that, by the new cl assification of dutiable articles, contemplated by former resolutions of this House, and 
a report which is now preparing at the treasury, the objects of this resolution may be more conveniently obtained; 
they therefore are of opinion that it would be inexpedient to adopt the said resolution at present. 

As to the. first resolution referred to the committee, they conceive that it is proper in itself, but ought not to be 
extended to so great a number of years. A series of three years will, in their opinion, answer eveiy valuable purpose. 
They do not think it advisable to include the year 1792, because the duties have been so much altered, since that 
time, tliat no very certain inference can be drawn from their amount then, as to the present or future operation ofthe 
revenue laws. 

They therefore recommend that the said first resolution be altered so as to read as follows, and then be adopt-
ed, namely: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to lay before Congress, annually, a statement of the 
amount of duties and drawbacks on the several articles imported into the United States, ana re-exported there-
from, each to include the three years, respectively, immediately preceding that year in which it shall he made. 

4th CONGRESS.] N Q , 1 1 5 . { 2 d SESSION. 

REMISSION OF T O N N A G E DUTIES . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 1, 1797. 

Mr. SWANWICK, from the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures, to whom was refered the petition of James 
O'Brien and James Aylward, made the following report: 

That the petitioners, with their families, in two small schooners, fled from Newfoundland, in October last, on 
the occasion of tlie attack of that island by the French, and, under conduct of a vessel belonging to Plymouth, took 
refuge in that port, in November last, in circumstances of extreme poverty and distress: and having no ability .to 
discharge the duties of foreign tonnage, required by law, but by a sale of their vessels, which, under that disability, 
are of little value "svithin tlie United btates; wherefore, the committee recommend,. 

That provision be made by law, to remit to James O'Brien and James. Aylward ? distressed mariners, who took 
refuge in the ijort of Plymouth, in November last, the duties of tonnage due upon their vessels, namely: the schooner 
Endeavour, of the burthen of thirty-eight tons; and the schooner Fish Hawk, ofthe burthen of fifty-two tons. 

5th CONGRESS.] N O . 1 1 6 . [2d SESSION. 

SINKING FUND. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE, DECEMBER 4, 1797. 

The Commissioners of the Sinking Fund respectfully report to Congress as follows: 
That tlie measures which have been authorized by tlie Board, subsequent to their last reports, of the 16th of 

December. 1796, and 25th of January, 1797, so far as the same have been completed, are fully detailed in the 
report ofthe Secretary of tlie Treasury to this Board, dated the 30th of November, 1797, and in tneproceedings of 
the accounting officers therein referred to, which are herewith transmitted, and prayed to be received as part of 
this report 

On behalf of the Board. 
JACOB READ, President ofthe Senate, pro tempore. 

December 4th, 1797. 
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