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P U B L I C C R E D I T . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 4, 1796. 

Mr. WILL IAM SMITH made the following report: 
The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom it was referred to report, whether further measures are necessary 

to reinforce the existing provisions for the public debfĉ  having considered a letter from the Secretary of the Trea-
sury, of the 26th of last month, on the subject of additional provisions, in order to a due execution ot the act of the 
last session, entitled " An act making further provision for the support of public credit, and for the redemption of 
the public debt," recommend the following resolutions, viz: 

1st. Resolved, That? in respect to the Tunded stock of the United States, bearing a present interest of six per 
cent., there shall be dividends made on the last days of March, June, and September, from the present year to the 
year 1818, inclusive, at the rate of one and one half per centum upon the original capital? that there be dividends 
made on the last days of December, from the, present year to the year 1817, inclusive, at the rate of three and one 
half per centum upon the original capital: and that a dividend be made on the last of December, in the year 1818, 
of one dollar eighty-six cents and nine mills per centum, upon the original capital, in full of said stock. 

2d. Resolved, That provision ought to be made for reimbursing, in the same proportions as the other sit per 
cent, stock, the balances bearing and to bear interest, at six per centum, due to certain States, which were funded, 
in consequence of an act, passed May 3lst, 1794. 

3d. Resolved, That the commissioners of the sinking fund be authorized to appoint a gecretary, for the pur-
pose of recording and preserving their proceedings and documents? and that a sum, not exceeding twp hundred and 
fifty dollars, be annually allowed the said secretary, for his services. 

4th CONGRESS,] JJO. 9 0 . { 1 s t SESSION. 

D R A W B A C K A N D R E M I S S I O N OF DUT IES . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 8, 1796. 

Mr. GOODHUE, from the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures, to whom were referred the several petitions of 
Israel Loring, sundry merchants of the cities of Philadelphia and New York, Joze Roiz Silva, Nehemiah Somes, 
and James Strange, made the following report: 
Joze Roiz Silva states, that, in June, 1793, he imported into New York,in the brigantine Mary, from the island 

of Graciosa, one hundred and ninety-seven pipes and seven quarter casks of wine, subject to a duty of forty per 
centum ad valorem? that the said wine was duly inspected, and bonds given for the payment of the*duties? but that 
the amount pf duties could not then be ascertained, lor want of an invoice, which, by some mistake, did not accom-
pany the said ̂ ine. 

That, about eleven months afterwards, the invoice arrived from Graciosa, which he presented to the collector of 
the district of New York, for the ascertainment of the amount of the duties payable thereon, but was informed by 
the said collector, that, in the statements of his accounts to the treasury of the United States, he had rated the duty 
on the said wines at twenty cents per gallon? and, although it appeared he had overrated the duties, inasmuch as he 
had transmitted his accounts to the treasuiy, the same must be discharged, and that he must, look for relief from 
Congress. Accordingly, he paid the amount of dutieŝ  thus overrated. In doing which, he states, that he paid 
two thousand five hundred and twenty-one dollars and sixty cents more than he ought to have paid, had the duties 
been estimated by the invoice, agreeably to law. He, therefore, prays for a reimbursement of the same. 

The committee, under a persuasion that no fraud was intended by the petitioner, and the collector of the dis-
trict of New York having certified that he should have corrected tne error complained of, if application had been 
made to him therefor, before the,transmission of his accounts to the treasury, as stated in the petition, do recommend 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the collector of the district of New York be authorized, at any time within sixty days, to receive 
from Joze Roiz Silva, of the city of New York, merchant, invoices and other proofs respecting the value of a cargo 
of wines by him imported̂  into the said district, in, or about the month of June, 1793, in the brig Mary, William 
Hopper, master, from the island of Graciosa? and if it shall appear, to the satisfaction -of the said collector, that the 
saia cargo, or any part thereof, was subject to a less duty than that charged to, and paid by, the said Joze*Roiz 
Silva, therefor, then, and in such case, the said collector is hereby required to allow or refund to the said Joze Roiz 
Silva, such excess or sum as shall appear to have been overcharged and paid on the same, in like manner as if such 
invoices and proofs had beeh produced in dUe time. 

James Strange and Nehemiah Somes, each, state, that they have lost a quantity of salt, the former on board of a 
vessel going from Norfolk to Richmond, by a violent gust of wind? and the latter m a $tore which was consumed by 
fire. They therefore pray for a remission of the duties on the same. 

The committee having adopted principles in their report upon the petitions of Wright White and others, which 
were agreed to by the House, and which embraced these two cases, do, in conformity thereto, report, that the prayer 
of the petitions of James Strange and Nehemiah Somes ought not to be granted, and that they have leave to with-
draw the same. 

Israel Loring states that, in July, 1794, he imported into the port of New York, in the brig Diana, a quantity of 
Indigo, from New Orleans, on which the duties were secured according to law, and that, in August following, he 
re-stopped the said indigo, on board the brig Lydia, John H. Shackerly, master, for'Amsterdam,.under the inspec-
tion of one of the officers of the port, and his return was duly made to the custom house? and that, in the transaction 
of this business, every requisite was complied with, except that of giving bond and taking the oath prescribed by law, 
that the indigo should not be remanded in the United States? that the omission was m consequence of the great 
number of persons who were in the office at the time he went to give bond and take the oath| and that the huriy of 
business he was then engaged in, and also conceiving that it mightbe done as well, at any other time? by means of which 
omission, the drawback on the exportation is not allowed, notwithstanding he has all the necessary proofs to show 
that the said indigo was, bona fide, landed and sold at Amsterdam. 

He, therefore, prays for the interposition of Congress, and that the drawback on the said indigo may be allowed. 
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The committee, in considering this case, where proof is brought that.the goods shipped underwent the inspec-
tion of the proper officer, before the shipment, and they were actually landed in a foreign port, are of "opinion that 
relief ought to be granted to the petitioner, and* for that purpose, recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the collector of the district of New York be authorized to allow the drawback upon such a quan-
tity of indigo as, was imported into New York, from New Orleans, on the 10th of July, 1794,'by Israel Lorrog, in 
the brigantine Diana, Allen Hill, master, and which was, on the 19th of August following, entered for exportation, 
on board the brig Lydia, John'H. Shackerly, master, for Amsterdam,-notwithstanding bonds were not given, and 
ah oath WAS not taken, at the time of exportation: Provided, That every other requisite has been complied with, 
relative thereto, which, bylaw, is required, to entitle him to the same. 

Sundry merchants of Philadelphia and New York,, represent, by their petitions, that they are owners of ships 
entitled to the benefits or privileges of ships or vessels' of the United States, and that registers have been obtained 
for them, agreeably to law? but that those registers have become invalid, in consequence of all the owners not having 
taken the oath required by the act concerning the registering and recording of ships or vessels, and transmitted the 
same, within ninety days, to the collector granting such registers, agreeably to the terms of the fifth section of the 
said act? by which means, their ships and cargoes are subject to the same duties as though their ships were foreign, 
and that such omissions were, in some cases, unavoidable, from the absence of some of the ownerŝ  in others, from 
ignorance of any such requisite? but in none, from wilful* negligence; TJiey, therefore, pray for relief from the-very 
heavy extra duty, which, from that cause, they are subjected to. 

The committee, taking into consideration the applications that have heretofore been made, as well as those now 
made, for relief, in the cases of invalid registers, are of opinion, that thtf several omissions? haye, in a great mea-
sure, proceeded from this circumstance: that the former registering law had no such requisite as the present one 
has, and that this has been the chief source of the errors. They, therefore^ willing to give relief, and, at the same 
time, to avoid a repetition of acts'which have already been passed, for granting relief in similar cases, recommend 
tile following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be empowered to allow to such vessels and their cargoes, whose 
registers haye already, or that may, before the close of the present session of Congress, become invalid, by reason of 
a non-compliance with the terms of the fifth section of the act concerning the registering and recording of ships or 
vessels, the same privileges and benefits they would have been entitled to, it no such invalidity had taken place: 
Provided, It shall appear to him that such non-compliance did not proceed from wilful negligence, or an intention 
of fraud. 

4th CONGRESS.] . N o . 9 1 . [1stSESSION. 

I N T E R N A L R E V E N U E S . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 23, 1796. 

Mr. WILL IAM SMITH made the following report: 
The Committee of Ways and Means having taken into their consideration the subject >ofInternal Revenues, and 
* the provisions requisite for improving the same; and for more effectually securing the collection thereof, recom-

mend to the House the following resolutions viz: 
1st. Resolved, That it will be expedient to abolish the1 tax laid on spirits distilled from materials of the growth or 

produce of the United States, at any other place than a city, town, or village, or at any distillery in a city, town, or 
village, at which there shall be one or more stills, which, singly, if only one, or together, if more than one, shall be of 
less capacity than four hundred gallons? and to collect this branch of the revenue from a tax on the capacity of the 
stills. " _ * 

2d. Resolved, That the officer of the revenue ought to be authorized, by law, to require of the city distillers, and 
the refiners of sugar, the verification on oath of their Dooks, once a quarter, and that it ought to be made the constant 
duty of such distillers and refiners, to exhibit their books if required. 

3d. Resolved, That a time ought to be limited, within which the exporter of spirits, distilled within the United 
States, shall be entitled to a drawback? and that the drawback ought not to be granted, unless where the exportation 
is from the district or State where the same are distilled, or the next adjoining district or State. 

4th. Resolved, That it would be expedient to modify the act imposing duties on licences to retailers of liquors, 
so as that the said retailers should pay m proportion to.tne amount of sales, so far as to divide them into three or four 
classes. 

5th. Resolved, That it would be expedient̂  after demand made of any tax,, (except on goods imported) and a 
neglect or refusal to pay, to authorize a collection thereof by distress. 

6th. Resolved, That it would be expedient, after demand made of any such tax, and a neglect or refusal to pay. 
to allow the officer employed to collect the same, a certain mileage for his travel out to collect such tax, over anu 
above the commisson which he may be entitled to by law. 

7th. Resolved, That provision ought to be made for allowing drawbacks upon 'spirits exported (via Mississippi) 
in vessels of less than thirty tons. 

4th CONGRESS.] N O . 9 2 * J 1st SESSION. 

. R E M I S S I O N O F D U T I E S , 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MALTCH 4, I79& 
Mr. GOODHUE, from the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures, to whom ̂ as referred the petition of Henry 

Messonier, praying to be refunded a sum of money erroneously paid as duties on a quantity of coffee imported by 
him, made the following report: 
Henry Messonnier states that, in February 1794. he made an entry at the port of Baltimore, of two hundred and 

sixty six hogsheads of coffee, imported in the French ship Paccareau, Captain Latour, of which quantity there were 
two hundred (ind fifty-two hogsheads on his own account, and the remaining fourteen" hogsheads for account of 
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States, all foreign gold and silver coins, excepting Spanish milled dollars,.and parts of such dollars, should cease to 
be a legal tender; and that, whenever any such coins should be received in payment for moneys due to the United 
States, after the said time, they should be coined anew*, previously to their being issued in circulation. But as no 
such proclamation has ever been issued by the President, this provision in the law cannot be contemplated as giving 
any additional employment to the mint? the consequence, therefore, has been, that the mint, since its establishment, 
has had no other employment in coining the precious metals, than what has been occasionally given to it by indivi-
duals who have made deposites of bullion; which has, generally, been much below the standard, and has, therefore, 
required the slow process of melting and refining, before it couln be coined; and as the business of melting and re-
fining was not the employment of any private persons in this country, as is the case in foreign countries, it became 
necessary, soon after the establishment ofthe mint, to provide by law, that this business should be carried on there; 
which, at first, was done altogether at the public expense, until, by an* act which was passed in the last session, it was 
provided that this should be a charge upon the depositors. The act for the establishment of the mint having made no 
positive provision for an immediate advancement of money, on the part of the public, to the depositors of bullion, ac-
cording to the value of their respective deposites, it became necessary to provide, in the same act, in order to do equal 
justice to each depositor, that their respective deposites should be coined as speedily as possible, and that payment 
should be made in coins of the United States, in the order in which each deposite had been made; and the conse-
quence has been?i that it has frequently happened that the mint has been under the necessity of proceeding to coin a 
very small deposite, greatly to the disadvantage of the public, Decause the expense would be nearly the same in coining 
a small, as in coining a large quantity of bullion; and the law being positive, that each depositor shall be paid in strict 
order, the consequence lias been, that the whole of the value of all the-pieces, that are, by the same act, to be re-
served from each mass of gold and silver, for examination,, at the end of the year, will fall upon the last depositor, 
who must remain unpaid until the end of the year. These inconveniences have, however, been, in some degree, 
obviated, of late, by obtaining anticipations of the value of deposites, from the Bank ot the United States, or from in-
dividuals. It further appears, by the same act for regulating foreign coins, that all the foreign gold and silver coins 
that usually pass current in the United States, are made a legal tender for the payment of debts; which must operate 
so as ^prevent, rather than to induce the holders of them to bring them to the mint, for the purpose of receiving the 
stamp of thê coins of the United States. From this review of the laws relative to the mint, the committee are, there-
fore, of opinion, that, unless a capital, to a moderate amount? can be provided from the treasury of the United States, 
to be employed in purchasing gold and silver bullion, and foreign coin, now in circulation, for the purpose of coin-
ing it anew, in behalf of the public, the mint will continue to be an expensive establishment, without being produc-
tive of any great public advantage, excepting what may be supposed to be derived from the coinage of copper, which, 
as it hafc been stated to the committee, produces some small profit to the public; the value of the cents and half 
cents, being somewhat more than the cost of the copper, and the expense of importation. 

„ The Director has stated in his report, that there is due to the mintj for unavoidable wastage, which has arisen in 
coining the precious metals, the sum of 1,845 dollars 95 cents and 5 mills; and the further sum of 974 dollars 75 cents 
and 5 mills, for a deficiency which has arisen in consequence, of the mismanagement of a former assayer; by which 
a quantity of silver became mixed with a quantity of ashes and broken crucibles, and a great part of which, it is 
expected, may be recovered: for these two sums, it will be necessary to make appropriations-. With respect to the 
contingent expenses of the mint, for the present year, it will be sufficient only to observe, that they cannot be esti-
mated at a less rate than what they have been stated at, in the estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury, for the 
present year. The committee would, therefore, recommend the.following resolutions: 

Resolved, That a sum, not exceeding dollarsvought to be appropriated for the purpose of purchasing 
gold and silver bullion, and the foreign coin now in circulation, at its market price, or according to its real value; 
and that the bullion and coin so to be purchased, ought to be coined at the mint, and the moneys thence arising, to 
be continually^placed in the treasury of the United States. 

Resolved, That the further sum of 3,820 dollars and 71 cents ought to be appropriated to make good a deficiency 
that has arisen from wastage in coining gold and silver, since the commencement of the coinage ot those metals at 
the mint; and to make good a further deficiency which has arisen by the loss of a quantity of silver. 

4th CONGRESS.] N O . 1 1 2 . ' [ 2 d SESSION. 

DRAWBACK AND REMISSION OF DUTIES. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 23, 1797. 

Mr. SWANWICK, from the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures, to whom were referred the memorials and 
petitions of Pierre Joseph Flamend, in behalf of Louis le Guen; of North and Yesey. merchants, oft Charleston, 
South Carolina; of the manufacturers of soap and candles, in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore; 
ofthe mannfacturers of cordage, in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and New York; and of Stephen Addington, 
callico printer, in Germantown, made the following reports: 

[PIERRE JOSEPH FLAMEND.] 

That the petitioner states that, on the sixteenth of September, 1795, William IVIacarty, Esquire, the consul of 
the United States, at the Isle of France, there shipped on board the brigantine Mary, Captain Robertson, of Phila-
delphia, twelve casks of indigo, consigned to George Latimer, Esquire, of Philadelphia, owner of the said brigantine, 
who was desired to deliver tne same to the bearer ofthe shipper's order. That the said indigo arrived here in Janu-
ary, 1796, was duly entered at the custom house, and the duties paid by George Latimer, Esquire, who stored the 
same, waiting for orders to whom to deliver the same. That these orders were delayed, by accident of the sea, from 
arriving, till the last fortnight, when Louis Ie Guen received the same, and applied for the indigo to Mr. Latimer, 
who delivered the same, and confirms, on oath, all the facts above stated, as far as respect him; but, by the delay of 
the arrival ofthe letters of advice, and bills of loading, the time hath elapsed, in which the indigo might be exported 
and be entitled to drawback; wherefore, the- petitioner prays for an extension of time, to export the said indigo, 
with the usual allowance of drawback on exportation. Your committee are of opinion that, as the loss of time arose 
only by the distance of the Isle of France, and accidents to letters, and not by any fault m the petitioner; and as 
there is no probability of any precedents of this kind frequently occurring, they think it but just and reasonable 
the grayer of the peuoner should be granted; and therefore recommend to the House to come to the following 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill in pursuance of tire prayer of the petitioner. 

[NORTH AND YESEY.] 

That the petitioners state that they were agents for the French privateer Leo, Captain Hermand; that the said 
privateer sent into the port of Charleston, an English prize ship, called the Amity, with a cargo consisting of sugar 
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and rum, which was duly entered in the custom house, on the seventh of April, 1795; tint they proceeded, on the 
twelfth of the same month, to the sale of the cargo, when they were prohibited_ from selling by a libel, issued from 
the court of admiralty; that, on the twenty-first ofthe sahie month, an injunction was granted by the district court 
to stop the sale altogether, as contrary to the treaty concluded with Great Britain; that the said ship Amity being 
in a very leaky condition, they obtained permission from the-collector to land the cargo; that, by a survey afterwards 
held on the ship, she was condemned as not sea worthy; in consequence, application was made to the custom house, 
for leave to re-export the cargo, in neutral bottoms, as French property*, which was at first refused, but afterwards 
granted; but that, in the mean time, by the fire which laid waste a great part of Charleston, the thirteenth of June 
last, fifty-two hogsheads and two tierces of sugar were totally consumed; whereupon, the collector ordered the rum 
part of tne cargo of the ship Amity tQ be sold, to secure the duties on the sugars thus consumed by fire. The peti-
tioners pray for relief, by a restoration ofthe duties thus collected from them. 

Your committee are of opinion that this case must be considered as one for which no provision had been made 
by law, but as analogous to that of wreck f that the cargo was supposed to be landed only in conseqence of the 
alleged disability of the ship; and that, as no sale o£ the cargo could be made within the'United States, no duties 
ever could have been collected from it; so that the destruction of the sugar, by fire, not having altered the original 
ground on which they were suffered to be landed, to-wit: merely in transitu, until the ship could be repaired, or the 
goods re-exported, the duties ought to be refunded; whereupon, your committee recommend to the House to adopt 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to grant relief to the petitioners, according to tlie 
prayer of their petition. 

[MANUFACTURERS OF SOAP AND CANDLES. ] 

That the manufacturers of soap and candles complain, that they are under a disadvantage in preparing these 
articles for a foreign market, when they make use of imported tallow, on the account that no drawback is allowed 
on the exportation of the manufacture, of the duty paid on the importation of the tallow; while soap and candles, 
imported into the United States, may be exported with the benefit of the drawback. 

Three modes only have occurred to the committee, by which the complaints of the memorialists might be 
removed: 

1st. Taking off the duty on the importation of tallow. 
2d. Refusing to allow a drawback on the exportation of imported soap and candles. 
3d. Allowing a drawback of the duties paid on the importation of tallow, upon the exportation of the same in 

soap and candles. 
As to the first mode, it is to be remarked, that this article is among the list of those which pay the lowest rate of 

duty, and although, on general principles, the importation of rawmatenals for manufactures, oughtto be encouraged, 
that a small proportion only of this article, used m the manufactures of the United States, is imported, and the duty 
on the importation may be considered as answering a valuable purpose, by way of encouragement to the domestic 
production, which is rapidly increasing, and will probably be soon adequate to the full supply of the demand ofthe 
United States. 

As to the second mode, no argument in its favor occurs to tlie committee, but the interest of the memorialists; 
and adopting it, would be a direct contradiction of all the pnnciples in which the drawback system is established. 

The third mode would appear to the committee reasonable and expedient, but for the extreme difficulty which 
would attend the establishing a system by which the drawback might be fairly ascertained. 

They conceive, however, that none could be devised which would not be attended with such difficulty, and 
liability to fraud, in its execution, as to render it wholly inadmissible. 

The present nigh price of labor, in the United States, is a circumstance that bears hard on our manufacturers, 
where they come in competition with those of foreign countries; yet, should it be deemed advisable to.Congress, to 

S'eld them further protection and encouragement, it would seem prudent to omit it till a period when the price of 
bor was reduced to what might be supposed more nearly its natural state. The committee are of opinion that 

tlie prayer of this memorial ought not to be granted. 

[MANUFACTURERS OF CORDAGE. ] 

The manufacturers of cordagê complain of a similar hardship, under which their manufactory labors; as most 
of thfe objections occurring to the committee, against the interference of Congress on the memorial of the manufac-
turers of soap and candles, apply to this subject, the committee, taking leave to refer the House to their report on 
that memorial, submit it as their opinion that the prayer of this memorial ought not to be granted. 

[STEPHEN ADDINGTON. ] 

Stephen Addington, callico printer, complains of a similar difficulty from foreign competition with his manufac-
tory. The committee, taking leave to refer to their aforesaid report on the soap and candle manufactory, submit it 
as their opinion that the prayer of this memorial ought not to be granted. 

4th CONGRESS.] N o . 1 1 3 . [2d SESSION. 

D R A W B A C K . 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE Ot REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 24, 1797* 

Mr. SWANWICK, from tlie Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, to whom was referred the petition of John 
Brown, partner of the late house of Brown and Francis, made the following report: 

That the said John Brown, as one of the partners of the late house of Brown and Francis, represents, that they 
exported, in the year 1791, from the port of Providence, to the East Indies, eight casks and seven hundred and six-
teen cases of foreign Geneva, and three thousand nine hundred and fifty-four empty case bottles, on which a duty, 
.to the amount of four hundred and twenty-six dollars and sixty-four cents had been secured on importation. 
That the said export was made with the precautions required by law, for articles on which the drawback of duty is 
claimed; and that the said Geneva and bottles were afterwards sold in the East Indies, as was also the vessel in 
which the export was made? and that tlie captain soon after died there, without furnishing the certificates and oaths 
required bylaw, to entitle exporters to the drawback; but that this petitioner has other sufficient proof of the actual 
sale and delivery, in the East-Indies, of the said Geneva and bottles. 

The committee observe that, by an act passed in June, 1794, provision is made in all cases similar to the fore-
going, respecting merchandise exported since the first day of July, 1792, and thereby, the Comptroller ofthe Trea-
sury may direct the payment of a drawback, where,. in failure of the proof required by law, other satisfactory proof 
can be produced. And your committee, being of opinion that Mr. Brown's case, though not in point of time with-
in that provision, is, in equity, entitled to the same relief, beg leave to recommend this resolve: 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law, for the relief of John Brown, and to entitle liim to a draw-
back of duties paid, on certain gin and bottles, exported in the year 1791, by the house of Brown and Francis, on proof, 
to the satisfaction of the Comptroller of the Treasury, that the same were delivered without the limits ofthe United 
States. 
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