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Statement exhibiting the operation of the act, entitled " Jin act m'aking further provision for the support of public 
credit, and for the redemption of the public debt," in respect to the reimbursement ofthe six per cent stock, bear-
ing a present interest 

Term, being1 Bates per centum, due on the original capital Bates per centum, due for in- Rates per centum, payable at the 
end.of the 4th quarter, of each 
year, on account of principal 
and interest. 

the close of in each year, after the payments made, to the terest in the 1st, 2d, and 3d 
Rates per centum, payable at the 

end.of the 4th quarter, of each 
year, on account of principal 
and interest. the year end ofthe preceding years, are deducted. quarters of each year. 

Rates per centum, payable at the 
end.of the 4th quarter, of each 
year, on account of principal 
and interest. 

Years. Dollars. Parts. Dollars. Parts. Dollars. Parts. 

1795 1 100 1 .50 3 .50 
1796 2 98 * 1 .47 3 .59 
1797 3 95 * .880 1 ..439 3 .683 
1798 4 93 ,632 1 .405 3 .785 
1799 5 91 .250 1 .369 3 .893 
1800 6 88 .725 : I .331 I ;oo7 
1801 7 86 .049 1 .291 4 .127 
1802 8 83 .212 1 .249 *4 .253 
1803 9 80 .205 1 .203 4 .391 
1804 10 77 .017 1 .1^6 4 .532 
1805 11 73 .638 1 .105 4 .685 
1806 12 70 .056 1 .051 4 .847 
1807 13 ' 66 .260 - .994 5 .018 
1808 14 - , 62 .236 - .934 5 .198 
1809 15 57 .969 .870 5 .390 
1810 16 53 .448 - .802 5 .594 
1811 17 48 .654 - .730 5 .810 
1812 18 43 .574 - .654 6 .038 

" 1813 19 38 .188 - .573 6 .280 
1814 20 32 .480 - - .488 6 .536 
1815 21 26 .428 - .397 6 .809 
1816 22 20 .014 - .301 7 .097 
1817 23 13 .215 - .199 7 .403 
1818 24 6 .008 .091 6 .096 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, January 26th, 1796. 

4th CONGRESS.] JJO. 8 8 . [1st SESSION. 

R E M I S S I O N OF D U T I E S . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 11, 1796. 

Mr. GOODHUE, from the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures, to whom were referred the petitions of John 
Devereux, of William and Archibald McNeal ̂  of Moses Myers, and of Wright White, 'severally praying for a 
remission of the duties on certain imported articles, which were afterwards destroyed by fire, and other casual-
ties, made the following report: 

Wright White states, that, in September last, he imported into New York, in the brig Polly, a quantity of 
sugar, from the West Indies, which was there landed, and tne duties secured according to law; and that, afterwards, 
he re-shipped the said sugars, in the said brig, coastwise, from New York tp Fairfield, and on the passage she was 
overset by a sudden squall, and the sugar nearly all lost;- he, therefore, prays for a remission of the duties on the 
same. 
. John Devereux states, that he imported into the port of Newbern, in May last, a quantity of salt, which was 

landed, and the dudes thereon secured according to law; and that, in August followipg, the whole of the said salt 
was destroyed by a violent storm; he, therefore, prays for a remission of the duties on the samp. 

William and Archibald McNeal, state, that they imported into-Boston, in November, 1793, a quantity of hemp, 
which was landed, and the duties thereon secured according to law; that, in the July following, their ropewalk, 
together with the said hemp, was destroyed, by , fire; they, therefore, pray for a remission of the duties on the same. 

The object, and ground of application, in those three petitions, being similar, the Committee would observe, that, 
however our feelings of compassion may be interested, in affording relief to the unfortunate, it becomes impractica-
ble, if, to attain it: we must have recourse to principles which may lead us .into endless difficulties and embarrass-
ments: and, upon inquiring into the equity of claims of this nature, and the consequences that might follow, should 
they be admitted, the Committee are led to the following reflections: < 

That, whatever duty is imposed on an imported article, the duty becomes incorporated into tlie price or value of 
that article, after it is landed, and in the possession of the'owner, in degree equally as much, as its first purchase 
money; and whether the duty be actually paid, or only secured, can make no difference; md if so, there seems to 
be no reason why the United. States should be held, in cases where such goods are afterwards lost by accident, to 
remit the duty, any more than they should be to reimburse the amount of the first purchase: for, m no respect, 
ought the United States to be considered in the light of insurers of private property^ and should the principle of 
accountability, on the part of the United States, be admitted in the case of those petitioners, who were the import-
ers, there appears no reason why it should not extend to all cases of such loss, be the time ever so long from the 
time of importation, or the changes of ownership of such goods ever so frequent: besides, the evidence of the 
amount of such losses could not, from the nature of the circumstances usually attending them, be such as to secure 
the public from innumerable impositions. The Committee, therefore, (though with reluctance) are compelled to de-
clare, as their opinion, that the prayer of the petitions of Wright White, John Devereux, and William and Archi-
bald McNeal, cannot be granted, and that they respectively have leave to withdraw the same. 

Moses Myers states, that he imported into the port ot Norfolk, a quantity of coffee, of a very inferior quality^ 
he, therefore, prays for an abatement ofthe duty, on that account. 

The Committee would observe, that provision is already made by law, where goods have received damage, dur-
ing the voyage, for an abatement of the duty; but no provision is made, nor ever ought to be made, for an abatement 
of any specific duty, on account of the article being of an inferior quality^ they, therefore, are of opinion, that the 
prayer or the petition of Moses Myers cannot be granted, and that he have leave to withdraw the same. 
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The committee, in considering this case, where proof is brought that.the goods shipped underwent the inspec-
tion of the proper officer, before the shipment, and they were actually landed in a foreign port, are of "opinion that 
relief ought to be granted to the petitioner, and* for that purpose, recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the collector of the district of New York be authorized to allow the drawback upon such a quan-
tity of indigo as, was imported into New York, from New Orleans, on the 10th of July, 1794,'by Israel Lorrog, in 
the brigantine Diana, Allen Hill, master, and which was, on the 19th of August following, entered for exportation, 
on board the brig Lydia, John'H. Shackerly, master, for Amsterdam,-notwithstanding bonds were not given, and 
ah oath WAS not taken, at the time of exportation: Provided, That every other requisite has been complied with, 
relative thereto, which, bylaw, is required, to entitle him to the same. 

Sundry merchants of Philadelphia and New York,, represent, by their petitions, that they are owners of ships 
entitled to the benefits or privileges of ships or vessels' of the United States, and that registers have been obtained 
for them, agreeably to law? but that those registers have become invalid, in consequence of all the owners not having 
taken the oath required by the act concerning the registering and recording of ships or vessels, and transmitted the 
same, within ninety days, to the collector granting such registers, agreeably to the terms of the fifth section of the 
said act? by which means, their ships and cargoes are subject to the same duties as though their ships were foreign, 
and that such omissions were, in some cases, unavoidable, from the absence of some of the ownerŝ  in others, from 
ignorance of any such requisite? but in none, from wilful* negligence; TJiey, therefore, pray for relief from the-very 
heavy extra duty, which, from that cause, they are subjected to. 

The committee, taking into consideration the applications that have heretofore been made, as well as those now 
made, for relief, in the cases of invalid registers, are of opinion, that thtf several omissions? haye, in a great mea-
sure, proceeded from this circumstance: that the former registering law had no such requisite as the present one 
has, and that this has been the chief source of the errors. They, therefore^ willing to give relief, and, at the same 
time, to avoid a repetition of acts'which have already been passed, for granting relief in similar cases, recommend 
tile following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be empowered to allow to such vessels and their cargoes, whose 
registers haye already, or that may, before the close of the present session of Congress, become invalid, by reason of 
a non-compliance with the terms of the fifth section of the act concerning the registering and recording of ships or 
vessels, the same privileges and benefits they would have been entitled to, it no such invalidity had taken place: 
Provided, It shall appear to him that such non-compliance did not proceed from wilful negligence, or an intention 
of fraud. 

4th CONGRESS.] . N o . 9 1 . [1stSESSION. 

I N T E R N A L R E V E N U E S . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEBRUARY 23, 1796. 

Mr. WILL IAM SMITH made the following report: 
The Committee of Ways and Means having taken into their consideration the subject >ofInternal Revenues, and 
* the provisions requisite for improving the same; and for more effectually securing the collection thereof, recom-

mend to the House the following resolutions viz: 
1st. Resolved, That it will be expedient to abolish the1 tax laid on spirits distilled from materials of the growth or 

produce of the United States, at any other place than a city, town, or village, or at any distillery in a city, town, or 
village, at which there shall be one or more stills, which, singly, if only one, or together, if more than one, shall be of 
less capacity than four hundred gallons? and to collect this branch of the revenue from a tax on the capacity of the 
stills. " _ * 

2d. Resolved, That the officer of the revenue ought to be authorized, by law, to require of the city distillers, and 
the refiners of sugar, the verification on oath of their Dooks, once a quarter, and that it ought to be made the constant 
duty of such distillers and refiners, to exhibit their books if required. 

3d. Resolved, That a time ought to be limited, within which the exporter of spirits, distilled within the United 
States, shall be entitled to a drawback? and that the drawback ought not to be granted, unless where the exportation 
is from the district or State where the same are distilled, or the next adjoining district or State. 

4th. Resolved, That it would be expedient to modify the act imposing duties on licences to retailers of liquors, 
so as that the said retailers should pay m proportion to.tne amount of sales, so far as to divide them into three or four 
classes. 

5th. Resolved, That it would be expedient̂  after demand made of any tax,, (except on goods imported) and a 
neglect or refusal to pay, to authorize a collection thereof by distress. 

6th. Resolved, That it would be expedient, after demand made of any such tax, and a neglect or refusal to pay. 
to allow the officer employed to collect the same, a certain mileage for his travel out to collect such tax, over anu 
above the commisson which he may be entitled to by law. 

7th. Resolved, That provision ought to be made for allowing drawbacks upon 'spirits exported (via Mississippi) 
in vessels of less than thirty tons. 

4th CONGRESS.] N O . 9 2 * J 1st SESSION. 

. R E M I S S I O N O F D U T I E S , 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MALTCH 4, I79& 
Mr. GOODHUE, from the Committee on Commerce and Manufactures, to whom ̂ as referred the petition of Henry 

Messonier, praying to be refunded a sum of money erroneously paid as duties on a quantity of coffee imported by 
him, made the following report: 
Henry Messonnier states that, in February 1794. he made an entry at the port of Baltimore, of two hundred and 

sixty six hogsheads of coffee, imported in the French ship Paccareau, Captain Latour, of which quantity there were 
two hundred (ind fifty-two hogsheads on his own account, and the remaining fourteen" hogsheads for account of 
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Champayne and Deyme; that the said Chanvpayne and Deyme, by mistake, bonded for fourteen hogsheads ofthe 
wrong marks, in the amount of six hundred ana fifty-five dollars and ninety cents; but, on finding their error, they 
gave a new bond for seven hundred and seven dollars and forty-three cents, being the amount of duty arising on 
the fourteen hogsheads of coffee, actually their own property, but omitted to'cancel the former boiid; that those 
bonds bear the same date, and were given to Otho H.« Williams, then collector for the* port of Baltimore; that, 
when the same became due, Mr. Robert Purviancehad become collector, and had no power to grant relief to the 
petitioner. . . * . ' . . 

The Committee, under the persuasion that duties have twice been, paid on the same fourteen hogsheads of coffee, 
do recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the collector for tiie* port of Baltimore do pay to Henry Messonier six hundred and fifty-five 
dollars and ninety cents, being the amount of duties paid on'fourteen hogsheads of coffee, more than was imported, 
in the ship Paccareau, Captain Latomyin February, 1794. 

4th CONGRESS.] N o . 9 3 . . . [1st SESSION. 

I N T E R N A L R E V E N U E . 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 7, 1796. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, March 6th, 1796. 
SIR: 

I have the honor to transmit, herewith, certain statements, which have been prepared by the Commissioner of 
the Revenue, in pursuance of the resolutions of the House of Representatives, passed on the 2d day of March 1795, 
and the 26th day of February 1796, with a report explanatory thereof, by that officer. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, Juru Secretary ofthe Treasury. 

The Honorable the SPEAKER ofthe Home of Representatives. 

A report ofthe Commissioner ofthe Revenue, required by the order of the House of Representatives ofthe 2 d day of 
March, 1795, concerning the internal revenues of the United States. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Revenue Office, February 29th, 1796. 

The order of the House of Representatives having been made at the expiration of its last term, a report could 
only be made to the present House. On the day following the receipt of the order, circular letters, communicating 
the substance thereof, were transmitted to the supervisors. These letters contained also explicit and particular in-
structions, intended to ensure the requisite attention to punctuality and to the necessaiy details, as will appear from 
the annexed copy. With a view to expeditious and easy communications from the supervisors to the inspectors^ 
printed copies were transmitted to the tormer, for 'all of the inspectors of surveys as well as for themselves. As 
circumstances immediately preceding the order of the House had convinced those who had to pay the t$r, that the 
revenue lays would be executed in future, and had removed some of the difficulties which had impeded and 
greatly disordered the antecedent business; it appeard expedient to reinforce, by the influence of this legislative call, 
the injunctions which had been previously given ,to settle and return, as far as was then possible, all that remained 
in arrear. To prevent inconvenience from accidents, and to increase impression, duplicates'of those letters were 
also transmitted. * 

One of the acts concerning snuff and snuff mills, requiring an annual report of the revenue from that object to 
be made to Congress, a special circular letter upon that subject was transmitted to, the supervisors, shortly after the 
circular communication above mentioned, and nearly six months before the expiratioa of the first year of the opera-
tion ofthe snuff tax. 4 . . . 

Immediately before the time when the five new duties 'would have existed an entire year, other letters were 
transmitted to the supervisors, calculated to promote their attention to the.objects required by the House, and re-
questing them immediately to furnish, for legislative and executive use, anticipated estimates of what each of the 
internalrevenues might be expected to produce in the year 1796. 

Other letters,.partially circular, have been transmitted, at different times, to those supervisors who continued to 
be most in arrear as to these and their other returns.. Besides which, special letters, as frequent, and in terms as 
urgent, as circumstances required and admitted, have been addressed to some of the supervisors, and indeed to other 
officers of the revenue, who, from considerations of weight, cannot be instructed immediately from the treasury on 
ordinary occasions. 

But, although a perfect respect to the order of the House., and the proper; duties of this office, have produced 
these early ancf repeated communications to the supervisors, it is not intended to convey the idea, that they, or the 
other officers of the revenue, have made less exertions than any other description of persons in the public service. 
For, it is believed, that a comparative view of their services and duties would produce different impressions. It is, 
however, true? that the embarrassments and difficulties of the revenue business have been met by inadequate exer-
tions in some instances. These cases have been the subjects of explicit communications with the proper officers. 
But it is doubted whether a complete remedy can be applied without transferring the tax upon spirits to the stills. 

When the order of the House w&s received at this office, the reflection occurred, that the first year of the five 
internal revenues established in 1794, would not terminate until the 30th of September, 1795: and that the revenues 
from both kinds of domestic distilled spirits and from stills, would have their nearest annual period on the 30tii of 
June, following the receipt of the order. It was only on the same 30th of June, that the existing arrangement ot 
officers and compensations would have been in operation for an entire year in relation to all the revenues which 
are considered as parts of the system of internal taxation. .It appeared desirable, therefore, and indeed necessary, 
to make preparation for statements, whch should, respectively terminate on those two days of June and September 
1795. and a return of officers and compensations, as of the first of those days being the middle of the year. 
When, however, it is remembered, that the statements of the familiar and unembarrassed business of the customs, 
concentrated as they are, in each instance, in a single port and post-town, cannot be conveniently made up at the 
treasury, for any year, until near the close ofthe year following, much longer time will appear necessary in the case 
ofthe internal revenues. ^ Some of these are new, one litigated, and the largest of them has been the subject o,f for-
cible opposition and coercion.. They are, moreover, so scattered, that one or the other of them accrues in every 
county, and in almost every township of the United States. 

1796



S410 F I N A N C E . [1796. 

On Indentures of apprenticeship, thirty cents. 
Certificates of debentures for drawbacks, twenty cents. 
Bills of lading coastwise, except those from one district to another, within the same State, ten cents. 

For bills of lading,,forty cents. 
Bonds, bills, or notes, for the security of money, according to the following scale: 
Above 50, and not exceeding 100 dollars,' ten cents. * 
Above 100, and not exceeding 500 dollars, twenty cents. 
Above 500, and not exceeding 1,000 dollars, thirty cents. x 
Above 1,000 dollars, fifty cents. 

. Provided, That if any bonds or notes shall be payable at, or within sixty days, such bonds or notes shall 
be subject to only one-fourth part of the duty aforesaid. 

Notarial acts, twenty-five cents. 
Letters of attorney (except for invalid pensioners,) twenty-five cents. 

Policies of insurance, viz.: 
From one district tô  another in the United States, ten cents. 
To and from theJUnited States, to any foreign country, tor any sum more than 500 dollars, and less than 

1,000 dollars, twenty-five cents. 
For.1,000, and less thap 2,000 dollars, thirty cents. 
For every sum of 2,000 dollars, and above, fifty cents. 
For all deeds, for the conveyance of houses or lands, twenty-five cents. 
For every other deed and specialty not enumerated, ten cents. " 

4th. Resolved, That there ought to be an addition of fifty per cent to the duties now payable by law on earn 
riages for the conveyance of persons. 

5th. Resolved, That the sum of five millions of dollars ought to be obtained to discharge the debtdueto the Bank 
of the United States, by creating a stock, bearing an interest of six per cent., and irredeemable for — years; the 
redemption thereof to commence thereafter, and to be payable in yearly instalments. 

Statement of the sums whieh will fall due^ after the year 1796J ori account of instalments of the foreign debt, and 
domestic loans, till the year 1801, inclusive: 

1797. Instalment of the loan of two millions, had of the Sank of the United States, 
for stock, - - - - - - - - $200,000 

Instalment of $800,000, had of said bank, for expenses of foreign intercourse, - 200,000 
Instalment of foreign debt, which will fall due in this year, - 400,000 

1798. Instalment of the loan of two millions, had of, the Bank of the United States, for 
stock, - - ' - - - - - 200,000 

Instalment of $800,000, had of said bank for expenses of foreign intercourse, - 200,000 
Instalment of foreign debt, which will fall due in this year, - - - 80,000 

• 

1799. Instalment of the loan of two millions, had of the Bank of the United States, for 
stock, - - - - - - - - 200,000 

Instalment of $800,000, had of said bank, for expenses of foreign intercourse, - 200,000 
Instalment of foreign debt, which will fall due in this year, - - " - 160,000 

1800. Instalment of the loan of two millions, had of the Bank of the United States, for 
stock, - - - - - - - - - - 200,000 

Instalment of foreign debt, which will fall due in this year, 400,000 

1801. Instalment ofthe loan of two millions, had of the Bank of the United States, for 
stock, - 200,000 

Instalment of foreign debt, which will fall due in this year. . . . 500,000 

$800,000 

' 480,000 

560,000 

600,000 

700,000 

4th CONGRESS.] N O . 9 6 . [1st SESSION 

N R E M I S S I O N OF DUTIES. 

COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, APRIL 5, 1796. 

Mr. GOODHTJE, from the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures* to whom were referred the several memorials 
and petitions of Joshua Johnson, of Gurdon Backus, and David Meade Randolph, of William Rotch and Sons, 
of David Pearce, and others, of Moses Myers, of Philip Finney, and of Samuel Brawn, made the following 
report: 

Joshua Johnson, consul of the United States, in London, states that, m March, 1795, he purchased, in Lon-
don, of British merchants residing there, a certain brigantine that was built in Philadelphia, in 1789, and which had, 
prior to his purchase, been condemned in a British admiralty court, as lawful prize; that ne sent the said brigan-
tine to the United States, and, for want of proper American papers, he has been obliged to pay the tonnage, and other 
duties, as by law are required of foreign ships or vessels. He? therefore, prays for a reimbursement of the excess of 
the duties, which he has thus paid; and that he may be authorized to have a register granted for the said brigantine, 
whereby she may, in future, be entitled to the privileges of a ship or vessel of the United States. 

The Committee, in conformity to a principle, which has heretofore been adopted by Congress, in a like case, 
viz: That an American vessel, once becoming the property of a foreigner, never ought to be restored tb her former 
privileges, report, that the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted, and that leave be given to withdraw the 
same. 

Gurdon Backus and David Mead Randolph state, tha.t they were owners of a certain vessel, which, in the year 
1792, was sold upon the coast of Africa, and that the register of the feaid vessel was stolen from the master; by which 
means they are subject to a penalty for not returning the said register înto the office from which it issued, as is 
required by an act for registering and recording ships or vessels. They, therefore, pray, under those circumstances, 
that the penalty might be remitted. 

The Committee, under a persuasion that great caution ought always to be had, to prevent foreigners from bene-
fitting themselves, by getting possession of American registers, and though, in this case, it does not appear but that 
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the petitioners have been perfectlyWmefeg} yet, by some of'the papers accompanying the petition, there is reason 
to suppose the register wajriiofs tolen7but~~sold to a foreigner by the master, or some other person belonging to the 
said vessel: and the Committee, conceiving, that the owners of a vessel ought, generally, to be responsible for the 
misconduct of the master, are ot opinion, in this case, where they were his sureties, that the prayer of the petition 
ought not to be granted, and that leave be given to withdraw the same. 

William Rotch and Sons state, that they were the owners'of two ships, that sailed from Nantucket, in the years 
1787 and 1789. with registers, agreeably to the laws of Massachusetts; that they were employed abroad, in foreign 
countries, in the whaling business, till the year 1794, when they returned to New Bedford, where the collector de-
manded of them foreign tonnage and duties, inasmuch as they were not registered in conformity to the act con-
cerning the registering and recording of ships or vessels, which had been passed by the present Government during 
their absence, and which confines the privileges of American ships to such only as are registered agreeably thereto. 
They further state, that the said ships Were, oona fide, their sole property, during their absence, and that they sailed 
under no other papers but those they were possessed of, at the time they left the United States, till their return. 
They, therefore, pray for a reimbursement of* the excess of duties, which they have paid on the return of those two 
ships into the United States, in consequence of their not having such registers as would have entitled them to the 
privileges and benefits of ships or vessels of the United States. 

The committee, satisfied with the truth of the facts, as set forth in the petition, by the papers accompanying the 
same, and seeing no reason why the relief so prayed for should not be granted, recommend the following reso-
lution: 

Resolvedv That the collector of the district of New [Bedford, be authorized and required to refund, to Wuliam 
Rotch and Sons, owners of the ship Maria, Owen Hillman? master, ^nd of the ship Diana, Timothy Long, master, 
which ships were entered in his ofiice, in the month of April, 1794, such excess of duties as was paid upon the said 
ships and their cargoes, beyond what would have been demandable, had they been registered at that time, agreea-
bly to the act concerning the registering and recording of ships or vessels. 

David Pearce and others state, that they have had several vessels, that took on board considerable quantities of 
salt, on which the duties had been paid, and which "salt was expended in saltipg the fish caught on the banks of 
Newfoundland; from whence the said vessels proceeded directly to France, with their fish. They, therefore, pray 
for the interposition of Congress, to remit the duty paid on such salt, inasmuch as the act, entitled " An act con-
cerning certain fisheries of the United States, and for the regulation and government of the fishermen employed 
therein," does not embrace the cases mentioned in the petition. 

The committee, while they admit the general principle, that there ought to be a remission of the duty paid on 
any imported article, upon the exportation of the same, are, nevertheless, sensible that the systepi of drawbacks, 
though absolutely necessary in a commercial xiountry, ought, from the liability ofimpoptions, to be guarded with as 
much precision as possible, and the cases of the petitioners, they conceive, do not admit of such a degree of certain-
ty as would render it proper for the interposition of Congress. 

They, therefore, are of opinion, that the prayer of the petition ought not to be granted, and that leave be given to 
withdraw the same. 

Moses Myers states, that he had a quantity of goods on board the French snip of war Jean Bart, of seventy-
four guns, lying in Hampttfn roads. * ' 

That the ship not being destined for any port of delivery in the United States, but being in the waters of the dis-
trict of Norfolk and Portsmouth, the said Moses Myers entered, at the custom^ house ill Norfolk, twenty-three 
bales, cases, and trunks of merchandise, and paid, or secured to be paid, the duties on the goods contained in the 
packages aforesaid. 

That the said Moses Myers employed a certain James Dunlavy, master of a schooner called the Quantico, to 
convey the entered goods from the ship of war Jean Bart, to Norfolk. 

That the said schooner did receive the goods from on board the ship, and was proceeding to Norfolk, when she 
was overtaken by a violent wind, which overset and sunk the said schooner, by which accident, the goods were in 
the water several hours, and thereby sustained considerable damage. 

On account of the said accident, a regular protest was entered by the master of the said schooner, and one of the 
crew, before the notary public of Norfolk. The committee, therefore, submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the collector of the customs for the port of Norfolk and Portsmouth be, and he is hereby, au-
thorized to|have ascertained, the rate of damage sustained by Moses Myers, on the goods contained in the twenty-
three bales, cases, and trunks of merchandise, unladen from on board the French ship of war the Jean Bart, and 
which were damaged by the oversetting of the schooner Quantico, and remit to the said Moses Myers, the duties, 
in proportion to the damage sustained on the goods damaged as aforesaid. 

Philip Finney states, that he is the owner of a fishing vessel, that was employed in the fishing business for more 
than four months, in the last year; but that, from a want of some formality in shipping the crew, he is unable to avail 
himself of the allowance which he otherwise by law would have been entitled to. He, therefore, prays that he may 
be entitled to it notwithstanding. . . 

The committee would observe that it does not appear, that the fish caught on board the said vessel were actually 
divided among the crew, in proportion to What was caught by each person, as is required by law, in order to entitle 
them to the allowance prayed for. 

They are, therefore, ot opinion, that the prayer of the petition cannot be granted, and that leave be given to with-
draw the same. 

Samuel Brown states, that'he was the owner of a fishing vessel, that was employed in the fisheries, for more than 
four months, in the year 1792; but, from some informality in the agreement made with the crew, that the fish should 
be divided among them, in proportion to the fish respectively caught, he has not been able,to avail himself of the 
allowance which die law contemplates. 

The eommittee are of opinion that, though there was a deficiency in the agreement, yet, inasmuch as it appears 
by evidence accompanying the petition, that the fish were actually divided ip the manner prescribed by law, that it 
would be reasonable to grant the relief prayed for; and, therefore, recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the collector of the district of Newport be authorized and directed to make the same allowance 
to Samuel Brown, for his schooner Betsey, employed in the fishing business, in the year 1792, as he would have 
been entitled to if the terms of the written agreement, relative to the distribution of the fish caught on board the 
said schooner, had been such as are required by law. 
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REMISSION OF DUTIES. 

COMMUNICATED ^0 THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 8, 1798. 

Mr. LIVINGSTON, from the Committee of Commerce and Manufactures, to whom was referred the petition of Na-
thaniel Cutter, made the following report: 

That the petitioner states, that he exported certain merchandise from the port of Boston, which had been im-
ported, and paid duties there, but which were not entitled to an allowance of drawback. 

That, after having been captured and recaptured very frequently in the West Indies, by the British and French 
cruisers, alternately, he, at length, arrived at Dominica, where he. found his merchandise was not permitted to be 
sold, and was obliged to bring the same back with him to the United States, where it has paid duty a second time. 
It is from this second imposition of duties that he seeks to be relieved. 

Your committee, however, cannot find any good reason for relieving him against the consequences of a risk 
which every exporter ought to calculate for himself. 

They are, therefore, of opinion, that the prayer ofthe petition of Nathaniel Cutter ought not to be granted. 

5th CONGRESS.] . N 0 . 1 2 1 . [2d SESSION. 

FOREIGN COINS. 

COMMUNICATED TO"THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY .11, 1798. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 5th instant, 
respectfully reports: 

That, in pursuance ofthe power vested in the. Secretary of the Treasury, by the fourteenth section of the act, 
entitled " An act establishing a mint, and regulating the coins ofthe United States," authority was given to the 
Director ofthe mint, on the twelfth day of April, 1797, to receive from the President and Directors of the Bank of 
the United States, any sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars, in foreign gold and silver coins, except Spanish 
milled dollars and parts of such dollars? and also, on the re-payment of the whole or any part of the said sum, in 
coins ofthe United States, not less than three thousand dollars at one time, to receive an additional advance, in the 
said foreign coins, equal to such re-payment. 

The authority aforesaid was given at the request of the Director of the mint, to enable him to pursue the business 
of coinage without interruption, and to prevent the inconveniences and expenses attending repeated meltings of 
deposited bullion, which were stated in his report of November 29th, 1796. 

With respect to thfe third section of the act, entitled u An act regulating foreign coins, and for other purposes," 
the Secretary observes, that the receipts and payments ofthe treasury are made at the Bank of the United States, 
and that the revenue in distant ports has been, with very few exceptions, drawn into the treasuiy by the sale of bills 
on the collectors. No particular portions of the specie resting in the vaults of the bank have been deemed as the 
exclusive property ofthe United States? on the contrary, the sums of specie deposited, have ever been considered 
as an aggregate fund, in which all the creditors and stockholders ofthe bank were jointly interested. 

This view of the subject has not, however, in the opinion of the Secretary, prevented the execution ofthe inten-
tion of Congress. The Directors of the Bank of the United States have ever been willing to co-operate in promot-
ing the success of the mint establishment, and, on the requisition of the Secretary, would, at anytime, have advanced 
such of the foreign coins in their possession as itmight be for the interest of the United States to cause to be recoined. 
During the years 1795 and 1796, the sums in the bank, of foreign silver, other than Spanish dollars, were, however, 
very inconsiderable; and ofthe foreign gold coins in the bank, a very considerable proportion consisted of French 
and Spanish coins, for which there was a foreign demand, though they could not have been coined without a loss, 
which must have been borne by the United States. The state and prospects of the treasury, during the years 1795 
and 1796, were, mbreover, such as to dissuade the Secretary from advances not appearing to be of primary im-
portance. 

Since the promulgation ofthe proclamation ofthe President of the United States, dated the 22d July, 1797, the 
quantities of foreign silver coins, other than Spanish dollars, have very considerably increased? and the present pros-
pect is, that, under the operation of existing arrangements, no difficulty will be found in supplying the mint with any 
turns to the coinage of which it may be found competent 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
OLIVER WOLCOTT, Secretary of the Treasury. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, January 10th, 1798. 

Sth CONGRESS.] 1 2 2 . [2d SE^IO* . , 

C O L L E C T I O N OF DUT IES ON IMPORTS A N D TONNAGE. 

COMMUNICATED TO THH; HOUSE, OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 25, 1798. 

The Secretary of the Treasury respectfully reports to the House,of Representativê : 
That, in obedience to their resolution, passed on the 2d day of February, 1797, he has prepared the system, here-

with transmitted, for enabling the House more readily to comprise, in one acthe various laws now in force for 
regulating the collection of duties on go6ds,,wares, and merchandise, imported mthe United States? including, also, 
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